


T 21l bezan over 200 years ago. Don Gaspar De Portola ancd his
sixty Spanish soldiers became the first Buropeans to reach tie Brea
area. His expsaCition vas on the vay from San Dieso to Monterey Bay.
Docunents show that one nizht in July they cazped at the moutia of Brea
Canyon. Included in Don Gaspar's group vas 26-year-old Cornoral Jose
Antonio ¥Yorba, forty vears latsr to becone the first white settler in
what is 01 Orange Countvy,

History tells us that the day Poxrtolat's men arrived in the area
vhich is now our county they uere greetel by a great earthquale, that
even frightenel the native Indians. The day after the earthquake the
little band of sixty men crossed the Santa Ana River - with great
Cifficuvlty on account of the syiftness of the curreat" - unich siaous
that the area has changed somevhat since that long azo day‘in July
176S. It vas the next night that the explorers walked throuzh vhat 1is
noy; Brea and camnpe?l at the mouth of Brea Canron. _A marier has been
Jplacec alonzsice Brea Canyon Road,at as near the exacl shot as can be

v coclment ‘
e Incians, tae first knowa humans vho lived in the location we
call home, viere not admired by the members of the Portola expecition.
They described the natives as a dirty, slovenly peonle tho neither
cultivated the ground, nor planted any kiad of grain, but lived on the
zreat abundance of game. Bows and arrovus were the only implements
that separated them from the Stone Aze. A shortage of caves in tnis
area left them livine virtvrally in the open. The Spaniards observec
that they lived in crude brusnhwood shelters., ' The men wore only animal
pelts sling over thelr showlders and the vomen vore a type of shird
made of rabbit sitins. Children wore nothing.
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Eurnpean Discnvery

ESTHER RIDGWAY CRAMER

PTE Al ; :
.’ byﬂjl?:ua%]h fz}é%ﬁahf"m‘a coast had been explored as early as 1542
..‘ extiedition wasgui.‘jz Cabrillo, it was not until 1769 that a land
2 BoiEonms Horh ered by Don Jose de Galvez, Spanish Vi e
Franciscan Opder h(:.ld e had traveled to Lower Califc;mia whe !
reokganize the st recently replaced that of the Jesuits in 1;18 the
slthe o L Olgtnhs tshae;e I;l_nd to plan the exploration and ocglfpzficytg
four expeditions ; ICE0 wasHameil as i
’ , two by land and e meeting place for
and San Carlos reach two by sea. The two shi '
d the desi ) ships San Antonio
April 29, 1769. Ca e esignated rendezvous first, on April
Portola - Captains Fernando Rivera y M ' priill and
gan coar?s(:r{ﬁ?i; r{a:)r;dﬂi—‘éqifﬁdltions arrived gn Mo;l; Eigaanaé“.i]uc];;'l S11:‘61'11‘-1'1153le
de : ¢ Irst mission site i S - _1hey
¢ Alcala, in what is now the o OfnSsalItle ]srilegéta California, San Diego

Even before the missi
mis ;
land party of sixty-two mer p e Jedicated on July 16, a reorganized

search of the B headed by Portola set of i
G T, 7 Nomrey, e xpedion nire it o
nvon, just northeast of the cit A camp was made in Christianitos
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The next nj

_Th ght, Jul

:r;cllp;a-:alf miles frons: \?h: -
* Spent on Plano

(trabuco), either op thi':{r

mp was made in San Juan Can
SIm yon about -
ali)eutc}:f r;ussmn was later founded. July 24 arfl%uzrs
expedit’i amed because a soldier lost his gun
onor on one of the later trips. On July 26
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the group traveled as far asthe present Tomato Springs, a mile Northeast *:‘é
of the Toro Ajr tation :
Up early op July 27, the 8roup needed to find more water for thejr £
animals couts reported that an abundance of water and shade was aboyg :5
three leagues away. They traveled from Tomato Springs along the foot- v
ills about 5 half-mile no €ast of where the Irvine Ranc headquarters
were later located (at what is now between Red Hill and Lemon Heights to
€ corner of Chapman and Prospect avenues), and on to the east bank of
antiago Creek where they made ¢t €ir camp. Qp Friday, July 28, they i
reached the Santa Anga River near the present town of Olive, [t was here
that the group recorded camping with many Indians and €xperiencing 5 ‘
strong earthquake. The Named the riyer ‘El Rio del Dulcisimo Nombre ]
e Jesus de Jos Temblores’ (the river of the Sweetest name of Jesus of the
earthquakes). However, the soldiers with the €xpedition calleqd jt the i
“Santa Ang River,” because it Seemed to flow from the mountains the i
had nameq in honor of St. Ann. From thjs campsite, they angled across
€ Plains toward the hills to the north-northwest That night they campeq '
With a group of Indians a¢ the mouth of rea Canyon (Just north of the
present city of rea). On July 30, they left La Habra Valley close to the
route of the Present Fullerton Road across the Puente Hills, and into the - -
an Gabrie] Valley. The name, La Habra means “‘the pass through the Y
S, probably 8lven because of this famous DPassage, i ’
References Bolton 1927 Costanso 1910; Pajoy 1926; Portola 1909; Talbert 1963 ! -——-————
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