CUTTING THROUGH OIL FIELD — Broken line on aerial photo shows path being cut through Brea Olinda*

oil field for Orange Freeway.

Times photo by Maxine Reams

Building Segment of
Orange Freeway Is
Logistic Nightmare

BY HOWARD SEELYE
Times Stalf Wriler

BREA—Cutting the Orange Free-
way through a canyon oil field had
all the characteristics of a logistic
nightmare for State Division of
Highways engineers.

An intricate network of oil and gas
pipelines had to relocate, two pro-
ducing oil wells had to be capped
and a small mountain had to be
moved to provide an approach to a

bridge which will eross the ol field.

The problem was further %
cated by megotiations and condemn-
nation proceedings.

Earth-Moving Machines

But the problem is being solved,
thanks to a fleet of mammoth earth-
moving machines and the expendi-
ture of an estimated $900,000 beyond
the normal cost of freeway construc-
tion.

The freeway segment covers a
distance of 2.2 miles from Imperial

Highway in Brea to the entrance of

Brea Canyon at the Orange-Los
Angeles county line.

The route cuts across Tonner
Canyon, where 18 pipelines ranging
from 2 to 14 inches in diameter, are
being relocated. They are owned by
three oil companies—Union, Shell
and Mobil—and Pacific Lighting
Services Co., holding company for
Southern Counties Gas Co. .

" Two wells which were in the
freeway path have been abandoned
and the state and Union Oil are
conducting negotiations cwgr a set-

tlement.

Biggest problem encoun-
tered byconstruction
workers in the oilfield was
sorting out the tangle of
pipelines. The lines were:
scattered all over the ca
von and surrounding hil
sides and had to be gath-*
ered together before

relocated at t@g
Tonner Cany
60-foot high
span the '-".
the ]mes
200-foot
T
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and thus cost less.

Standard Procedure

Because of the sta
standard procedure of fih-
ing condemnatlon
proceedings at the outset
to gain use of ,prco*guarf,yi
and negot.xamng settle
ments later, the pro]ect
has not been materially

delayed by the oil field, &4
spokesman for the state
The moun[sann'“ Temov
liglﬁﬁt.mVDIVes cutting
foot deep swath
through a hill south q&
Tonner Canyo by mnmw-.i
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ty hne in another 18’
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. New Freeway Construction-
i ?f*??;ﬁhanges Idyllic Brea Canyon

BY HOWARD SEELYE

Times Staft Writer

o
- At the southern end of Brea Can-
~ yon oil derricks stand silhouetted
* against the sky. ;
~ Cattle can be seen grazing behind
~ white rail fences, pepper trees line
- what once was a dusty trail and eu-
“calyptus trees rise majestically over
a twisting two-lane road.
Rising above the canyon are roll--
ng hills covered with oak trees and.
derbrush which protect an. occa-
f‘i‘pd other wildlife. -
ty stream trickles down the
oor, fed as much by gard“e:?

‘Ay.mou‘m'.ain springs. TR
; t decades Brea Canyon had re-
y%gémaﬂ pretty much in this pic-
 turesque state, mostly unspoiled by
progress and the population crunch
~ oceurring to the north and to the
- south.

But, all that has changed now.

First came the subdividers to
“carve up the charming Diamond Bar

ranch into homesites, with split-lev-

el homes, shopping centers and oth-
_ er urban developments taking over.
~ And then comes the freeway to re-
~ place the often dangerous two-lane
: ﬂﬁi ~Canyon Road with a modern,
~ higl eight-lane highway.

o i % ':‘-' ;T_Milelnespite ;
.~ Soon Brea Canyon will be som:

- thing-more than a 7-mile respite be;:"

~tween the urbanization of the Ful-
lerton'and Pomona areas. .
~ It will be the vital last link of the
-Orange - Freeway connecting the

| Riverside Freeway on the south

‘with the Pomona and San Bernardi-
_no freeways to themorth. ks
' When the Brea Canyon freeway
_segment is completed next January
a second exit from Orange County
will be available for motorists head-
ing for the mountains, desert or Las
Veganal iy s arws
‘The completion of the Santa Ana
Canyon portion of the Riverside

Freeway—scheduled for this fau—

will not supply adequate superhigh-
way facilities for the residents of
northern Orange County and the
Pomona-Covina-West Covina area.
Thus, the Orange Freeway was
born of the necessity to ease traffic

" in a northeasterly direction out of

Orange County and provide a direct
route from inland areas to the free-

way's ultimate terminus at Newport
Beach,

T E——

~ Overwhelming Need
. .So; because of the overwhelming
/'need for more and better traffic ar-
teries, a quiet, pastoral piece of Cali-
fornia landscape in Brea Canyon is
falling victim to progress.

The new freeway segment is being
shaped out of mountains, lifted
across a producing oil field and rout-
ed through tracts of homes.

At one point it rises 70 feet above
the old Brea Canyon Road. A bridge
1,000 feet long spans the oil pipe-
lines of Tonner Canyon. In the
middle of the seven-mile stretch, a
cut was made 380 feet deep.

A complex interchange is being
constructed where the Orange and
Pomona freeways meet. Offzramps

. are being built at Pathfinder Road,

Diamond Bar Blvd., Tonner Canyon

and Lambert Road.

“" The southern portion of
the project is due for com-
pletion in September, but
because of inadequacies of
the present Brea Canyon
Road, only northbound
traffic will use that seg-
ment of the freeway until
the northern portion is
completed in January.

Today Brea Canyon
Road handles about 10,000
vehicles a day in both di-
rections. But highway pro-
jections estimate that 40,-
000 vehicles will use the
canyon after thefreeway
link is completed in Janu-
ary, and this total will rise

steadily to 76,000 daily by
1990.

Total cost of the project
is $21.8 million, which will
bring to $35.3 million the
amount spent on the free-
way when the work is
done. Already spent is
$13.5 million to develop an
interchange with the
Riverside Freeway and
build 4.3 miles north to
Imperial Highway.

Another $4.7 million is
being spent on the final
northerly section which
will connect the Pomona
and San Bernardino free-
ways.

Ultimately, when two
sections of the freeway be<~
tween the Riverside gand

Garden Grove -freeways
are built—at a cost of
$23.8 million more—the
total 24 miles from the San
Bernardino to the Garden
Grove freeways will have
cost $53.8 million.

This does not include
{wo miles of the Pomona
Freeway, where the Or-
ange Freeway runs  con-
currently, nor a portion ot
the Kellogg Hill inter-
change allotted to the Or-
ange Freeway.

Construction of the Or-
ange Freeway was pushed
ahead several years ago
when the Angels moved to
Amaheim Stadium hecause
it was believed that the
freeway—which will run
near the stadium—woul
help ease traffic problems
in the area.: 2
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ORANGE FREEWAY — Another section of

the Orange Freeway has gone to bid to carry
the north-south right-of-way through Brea Can-
yon to the Pomona Freeway. Two other jobs not
yet complete, reach from Nutwood in Fullerton
( through the Puente Hills to Brea Canyon Road

north of Brea. Shown above, the construction |
can be seen from a point south of Bastanchury

“in Fullerton through the hills at the top of the

picture where the new job will begin.




June Freeway Completion Seen
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Snaking concrete ribbon of the new four-lane
freeway slithers under the bridge at Imperial
Highway just west of Associated Road. The top
view shows the freeway as it goes under the
bridge while the lower view shows work being
done on a clover leaf and the northern end of

News Tribune Photoes

ORANGE FREEWAY PROJECT REACHES BREA

the freeway as it goes through Brea and into
the Puente Hills to its eventual connection with
the San Bernardino Freeway. Supplementary
projects include the widening of Imperial High-
way through Brea. Dedication ceremonies for
the freeway are anticipated early in June.
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"RIBBON OF HIGHWAY — The
new Orange Freeway appears like

from the Riverside Freeway in Ana-
heim to Imperial Highway in Brea.

a ribbon of highway on the Brea It will be open through Brea Canyon

landscape. The freeway is now open early next year.

NO FLYING SAUCER — This
photograph is not one of a downed
flying saucer, but rather the largest
potable water tank in Southern Cali-

Br:ea Thinks Big

uy s

fornia, one of the newest additions
to the city of Brea. The 10-million
gallon reservoir was completed re-
cently.
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‘New freeway to serve Brea



RELOCATED PIPELINES — Pipelines relocated
through cut in Tonner Canyon meet at oil well

mefer station, in foreground. Relocation was need-

ed to prov:de area for building Orange Freeway.
Tlmeu ‘photo by Vince Streano

BRIDGE BUILDERS — Tonner
Canyon will be spanned by this
structure which is part of the
north-south Orange Freeway north
of Brea which is expected to be
completed around March of next

‘\q 1. e
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News Tribune Photo

year. The Freeway now extends to
Imperial Highway. Latest segment
will complete the Orange County
phase of the Freeway which even:
tually connects to the San Bernar-
dino Freeway.
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TO: California State Highway Commission
FROM:

Orange Freeway Action Committee

SUBJECT: Route 57 Budgeting and Construction

The Orange Freeway Action Committee, a volunteer committee of civic,
political, and business leaders, respectfully urges your favorable action

on its request for early budgeting and construction of Route 57 Freeway
based upon the following considerations:

1. Requirement for a North-South freeway has been made
critical by the exploding population, business climate,
and recreational and educational activities of Orange
County and the Pomona Valley.

2. Existing freeway facilities serving the area are predomin-
ately East-West routes. There is urgent need for an adequate
North-South connection between these East-West routes.

3. Route adoption for the Route 57 Freeway was approved in the
mid-1950's. Target date for start of construction, scheduled
for 1960, has been postponed once to 1965 and now to 1969-70,
doubling the normal time requirement.

4. Brea Canyon Road (California Highway 19), the existing two-lane
North-South route, is badly congested and overloaded and has
had no major improvement in the past 30 years. Unlike existing
East-West freeways in the area, there is a lack of suitable
parallel streets or alternate routes,

The Orange Freeway Action Committee, in addition, requests that the
accompanying brochure be read into the record of the proceedings as a portion

of its presentation before the California Highway Commission's hearing of
August 31, 1964,

Respectfully submitted,

o Wt

Stuart F. McComb
Chairman

Orange Freeway Action
Committee

August 31, 1964

iz

—

KNOTT’S BERRY
FARM

DISNEYLAND

ORANGE FREEWAY
ACTION COMMITTEE

MEMBER CITIES

BREA

O]

(-]

o

o
CALIF g
STATE o
COLLEGE o
-]

o

o

Q

o

FULLERTON

ANAHEIM

O]

o L

(==

)
o
°
o
o
o
-]
o
o
°
o
o
o
o
o
°
o
o
o
o
°
e
o
°

TO BEACHES

PLACENTIA

o ANGEL STADIUM

ORANGE

TO SANTA ANA

N

Jet-Age Population...

..Horse-and-Buggy Road!

A fast and steadily growing population. . . expand=-
ing industry with its high levels of employment...
dynamic educational institutions...unique recrea=
tional facilities attracting millions of tourists. . .all
have produced a North-South traffic-congestion and
safety-hazard situation of concem to residents and
businesses alike in Orange County and the Pomona
Valley.

Existing freeways serving the area are predomin=
ately East-West routes, The proposed Orange Free-
way (Route 57) will serve as an urgently-needed
North=South connection between these freeways and
between the exploding population pools in Orange
County and Pomona Valley...a "missing-link" of
major importance.

Traffic today is crowded onto the two-lane Brea
Canyon Road (State Highway 19), which has seen no
major improvements in 30 years--while the surround=
ing population has increased more than 700 per cent|

Continued area development and continued popu=
lation expansion magnifies this problem on a daily

basis.

The Need is NOW!




Pomona Valley

The Pomona Valley Area is«in the final stages of
transition to an area in which manufacturing, trode,
public and private services, and construction provide
the major sources of employment. Its population has
been doubling on an averoge of every 10 years, is
expected to be more than 800,000 by 1980. Orange
Freeway will provide an access to the coast for this

population.

Missing Link

Existing freeway facilities serving the Orange
County and Pomona Valley areas are predominately
East-West routes. Dangerous and congested two-lane

roads, with no major improvements on them for the

- B By
- W e o

i ) :‘-*' Ll

past 20-30 years, now provide the connection be-

tween these freeways and between the exploding pop=
ulation pools of Orange County and Pomona Valley.

Orange Freeway, long promised, stands today as the
missing link.

Orange County

One of the most volatile and dynamic population
and business areas to be found anywhere in the
United States today, Orange County attracts millions
of tourists annually, is in the midst of a population
boom which will see its head-count climb to more
than 2,500,000 by 1980. The proposed Orange Free-
way would provide a North-South access to serve its
expanding industrial, home, educational, and recre-

ational focilities,

POPULATION POMONA VALLEY

103,386

1950

204,730

1960

274,312

1964

515,000

1970

825,000

1980

POPULATION ORANGE COUNTY

2,500,000

1,575,000

1,067,704

703,925

216,224

1950 1960 1964 1970 1980




A Modern Artery...
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...For An Exploding Area
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Orange Freeway, designated Route 57 and scheduled to replace State Route 19, will link San Diego
Freeway in Orange County to the San Bernardino Freeway in Pomona Valley and will provide the only

freeway connection between the other major and predominately East-West freeways serving the ropidly=
expanding areas of Orange County and Pomona Valley.
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More than 11 years in planning, Orange Freeway should be started now. Immediate construction of
this proposed--and long-promised--high-speed route is urgently needed to accommodate business as well as :
recreational traffic and to replace congested and overloaded two-lane routes, which daily are becoming
more of a menace in lives and dollars to highway safety.

ap—rr

amend®
tully oo
= ree Teaped 1pmedinte
naaber of Combd nia 1R
That he Mxnr‘a';,;;n: :r.c Jtera of E:L:iir!r-"“ 1 ,:‘;»n‘

1o the Rigmeay COMUAT L paing (08 0 nptrated BT 10T 0 o
pudgn Tl (S 1 ::m!rhu“_ Juligenae ‘j.tor 1his witad [V
N tipety and u:.al,‘:‘ af constfusiiaf

B por s
ceapiusion LB

Planning for the new freeway began in the early 1950's. The route has been approved and adopted.

Freeway plans have been completed. Necessary negotiotions have been carried out with interested city
and county governmental organizations., Rights-of-way have been purchased.
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Interested civic, political, business, educational, and recreational leaders in Orange County and . . .
Pomona Valley, backed by an interested and concemed press, urge immediate budgeting and early con-
struction of Orange Freeway--Route 57.
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The Problem is NOW

aree

v
Cabifernit

. .A_rec:-wide support for early budgeting and construction of the Orange Freeway
(Route 57) includes resolutions by the County of Orange and the Cities and respective

Chambers of Commerce of Anaheim, Brea, Fullerton, Orange, Placentia, Pomong=--
as well as the press, industry, education, interested citizens, and elected representatives.
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