Casa Brea Inn

215 East A
tom6 sh Streel

The frsl apariment buldng was constructed in 1926 Modem fumshed
spariments atiracted many newcomers 1o Brea, many of wham stayed
‘o make Broa ther home

=

Kinsler House

129 South Orange Avenue

1910

Chades and Fens Kingier were the initial residents of this bungalow

M Kinsler was Bres's Fire Chiel and the Erst City Clerk His office, on
the afey wns a buldng tal had been moved from the Brea Canyon ol
finlids in 1824  Later sncthe: emall office was afltached 1o the front ol
e house on Orange Avenue  br Kinaler instafied 8 wooden sidowalk
o aiow poople 1 reach hés aley office from Brea Boulevard.

j..nh..v.: reos aiong 0,..5&)15.&. wore purchased and planied by
M Casner. who siso bull 5 & G Marke! and the Honeymeoon
Courls nicng Bech Stree!l  Looking south on O Aveonue, It is noled
that the first boy (Ciflord Yates) and e firsl girl a Wagstaff)
bam n Bres fved on [his block

S & G Market, Apaniments
and G Market, Honeymoon Court)
4 East Street
1926
The Sam and Gisdys Marks! and the Honeymoaon Courl were bullt in
1926 by Ms Casne: Annie Pope operaied & beauty parior in the sast

bulding. and many of Bres's lesdng clizens renisd thess courta when
Mey were frat mamed

Chiropractic Office

Bu«_ﬂ.l: .ﬂﬂ.bmll.l E&
“u_rm East Birch Street

From 1828 1o 1548 =al with and
esked, "Numbeor pleass * Dunng those years all phones had only three

There B & sl can slill bo seen on the cast!
s=do of the busidmg  This buiiding been cocupsed for many yoars by
ehropracions

“Brea Welcomes You" Sign
200 block of South Brea evard
1935

This neon agn & ecross Brea B . mid-block bo-
twaan Impanal I.n-..l&r-i’n Bich Sreal Il was pasd lor and nataled
by the Lion's Club and Maycr William E Shaffer in 1835

Research by Inez Fanmng
Sharon Daan

_ayoul By Eran Fiynn

City of Brea
Historic Walking Tour
Downtown

“Good Old Brea”
Historic Tour

This tour ks an introduction to the historic bulldings of dewntewn Erea
ﬂﬁ:ﬂ g of what is ..m. y unigue aboul our City. Thare

¥ of bulldings and neighborhoods hara!
Bren has & variaty of si land K i which are a resull
ol the development of the oil industry,

Thae tour starts at Old City Hall and procesds north on Braa Boulovard
1o the intersaclion where Ash Stresl intersects Broa Boulevard. This is
Brea's first Intersection. From hare the tour explores both West and
Easl Ash Streel, proceeding east on Ash Streel to the 100 block of
South Orange. The leur continuas sauth on Orange Avenue lo Birch
Street, than west 1o Brea Boulevard, and finally sauth retumning to the
OAd City Hall.

The Hislorical Commitiee, appoiniad by the Brea City Council, is work-
ing in conjunction with the Brea Histerical Socioty o produce this
brochure and conduct the historic walking tours of dewntown Broa.
Both groups are working diligently to preserve the history and heritago
ol Broa's important past.

Itis hoped that this lour will assist In crealing community pride as well
as desire 1o presarve the past and intelligantly plan for an icall
compatible future in downtown Braa, So anjoy this sampling of the
many historic traasures o be found in Broa,

To sid you on the walking tour, please note thal gdd address numbers
are located on the wes! and narth sides of streets, while gven address
numbers are on the east and south sides.

City Hall Park

1827

in 1924, the G_W ook the first steps In acquiring the land from the Union
Qil Company. A bond issue for $60,000 was finally passed in 1927 lo

mnn:_.no the land. The Park includes Old City Hall, the Plunge, the Old

Legion Buildi the 1976), and the City
Rose Garden.

American College of Law
{Old City Hall)

401 South Brea Boulevard

Complatad 1529

This building erlginally included the jall, Fire Depart t quarters, and s
library, It was listed on the Notional Rogister of Historic Places in 1984,
along with the Park. Recently, soma .n._.onu__:m has baan done 1o ac-
commodate a law school and the Brea Hislorieal Socloty

Municipal Plunge
430 South Walnut Avenue

Opened 1929

This _nn__:ﬂ was very popular because there were no privale pocls in
Brea until later years. The ities Ingl rental swi its and bath
lowsals.

Emergency Ambulance Service
(Old American Legion Bullding)
495 South Brea Boulevard

1832

Many volunteers cared for the viclims of the 1933 Long Beach
enrthquake In this building. Brea Methodlst Church starlod here.
During the 1870's, the Cily used the building for ils Police Stalion; itis
now leased by an ambulance service.

City Rose Garden

In 1946 a large fountaln was buill in the City Hall Park in mamory of Mr.
and Mrs. Wilam Shatfer of Shaffar Tool Worka. Later the lountain was
replaced by the Rose Garden. Now a person’s momory can ba
honaored by placing name on & plaque.

Time Capsule

This was placed by the Histarical Seciety during Brea's Geoldan Jubi

In 1967 _wﬁm City was incarparated in .wﬁﬂ_ﬂu ._._ma capsule is Mhzaﬂ.L-_MM
o ba opened in 1992 on the City's 75th birthday.

Upstalrs - Downstairs

(Dr. C. Glenn Curtis Home)
A._Wm@uc:.._ Brea Boulevar
18.

Clauda and Willa Steen ware the initial residenis of this revival style
rasidonce which was consirueled in 1928. Around 15390, the hame was
purchasad by Dr. C. Glenn Curtis and his bride, Bernice. Mrs. Curls
taught piano lessons and was an hotog whe practiced
beth professions in the home. Dr. Curtis practiced medieing on Mot
Pomona Avenus (now Brea Boulovard) untll his death in 1955,

Glenn Gheen Home

420 South Brea Boulevard

1925

Glenn and Ad Ghean were the first residents of this house constructed
in 1925. Mrs. Gheon was still fiving in the house until 1989, Mr. Ghoen
owned and operatad several ﬂ_.oﬂad‘ stores and meat markets in Brea
This house is the only known house in Brea with a cellar and wash-
house.

300 Block South Brea Boulevard

1915

The Bowic and Waollace families occupiad these homes continuously
from the time they wera built untll 1383, This is a very good exampis of
how homas ware inlersp d with busi along Bren 2

Imperial Highway

Imparial Hi w_s__wm.:s._n.u. originally named Cedar Street. 'l was a two lane,
dirt raad with walnut erchards an beih sides. There ware couris on lhe
south side near Walnut Avenue, and at one time Ted Craig's home was
on the north side between Brea Boulevard and tha alley. Ted Craig
was Speaker of the California State Assambly in the 1930's and the
man for whom Craig Park was named. In those days, Imperial Highway
imwm:wﬁﬁw_ﬂnvﬁ.ww street in Brea where children rode their bikas m.._.m
played ball.

Sandy's Caslta

mwﬁ_._ma Counties Gas Building)
South Brea Boulevard

1829

This building was constructad in 1929 as the local office of the Southern
Counlies Gas Company. Ower the years it was occupied by several res-
lnurenis and by the Brea-Olinda Unified School District a1 one time
during the 1960's,

Brea Boats

{Imperial Cafe, Bar and Restaurant Building)
221 South Brea Boulevard

15926

This building was originally wucted as the Hi
Funeral Parior in 1926. Sufter-McAulay Fune
?_.:u-:_mv-_.ﬁg latar in the 1930's. Al one time il also housed the Cum-
mings Fumiture Store. In the 1540's, it became the Imperial Cafe and
Bar awned by the Oliver Family.

Gobar Buliding
%:.:n__nn National Bank)

1-207 South Brea Boulevard
1828
Originally the Oilflelds National Bank, this was tha largast and costbes!
commercial building in Brea at tha timo. The land was purchased fom
the Brea Congregational Church,




Pacific Oll World Bullding
Eu an Cafe)
uth Brea Boulevard

This buiiding was crgmally te Trojan Cate popular place for many
are AMer the Trojan Cate, the bulding housed s plumbng store
hiing e afiermat: of the Watsrgate Bcendal. the bulding was oc
cupied by the local Republicans as Ber hendquariers with e plumbing
=gn sl miac! on the front of the buid Jack Rider purchased The
propefy in 1877 and published hs Pacfic Oil World magazine them
urll 1BS0  Pacic O World magaring has been publshed since 1908

VFW/American Legion Bullding

m.__omo..___:winwnc_!-a
18508

Frank mnd Hplen Deves constructed Bes store in the 1050's and
operaled a fumi mwnt for many years | is now lemporarily oc-
cupead by the VFY encan Legion

mm_ﬂ__nl_; ;92032:«&::&3_
Bouth Bres Boulevard

1823

Orsgnnky construcied for Baldwin Ford in e 1920, this buliding later
bocame J W Burch Ford deslershic 11 also sarved as the meeting
phace for the Brea Elementary Gohool Board  In the 1950' Il was
cwdkng aiey

[
Biue B tow
ice of Dr. W. W. Davis)
South Brea Boulevard
1919
O W W Dava constructed s smal structure in 1619 1o serve as hiz
aoe end resdence 42!029—9:70::;&-..;3303

The bulding was recently used as the headquarters for the Brea
Redevelopment Agency

Fomancing the Home, Brea Bike & Lawnmower Shop
.—m‘w.:umo.h:ui- Boulevard
1

Thas structure has had 1 in the
yeas Bnce il was construcied N 1621 In the 1620's, it housed a res-
lewrant & barber shop and & pood hal. Later, Woodnufls Depanment
Sore and & GrOcery 190 were Localed herg

Pawlack Tile

(Bergman Garage)

145 h Brea ard
1520

&!onii&i-ﬂ&ﬂ‘:-ﬁn!gﬂcagglcsegey
1520 Later & became Deugheny Chevrolel There was a drive-
gtﬂaggiggggﬂi.!&?gs:néuﬁwi
bach

Red Lantern Theatre

135 South Brea Boulevard

Demaolished in 1887

Construcled in 1822, the Chenese red and id theme was unque in
£ part of Scuthern Calfomia al the tme People came from lar sway

1o see Mus beautiul Iheae Judy Garland was hose who ep-
peared on slage here  In laler i was calied the Bron Theave It
was later occupied by Calvery 1 just befors its demolition in 1987,
Moose e No. 1268

(Craig Bullding)

124 South Brea Boulevard

1921

Construcled by local conlractor lsanc Crarg m 1521, this building onee
noused the U S Post Ofice and 0.5 Ciose Drugstore  The upstars
ral was Ihe Fequent scena of numercus communily gathanngs.

15t Stop Party Shop
heen Market)
20 South Brea Boulevard
1920
One of Bree attached brick buildings constructad | 20. 1y .
was a1 one kme Glenn Gheen's Zm}a_. : in 1920, this building

Fabric City
123 South Brea Boulevard
Early 1960's
This area was onginally the lecation of Mrs, Gurley's FRooming House.
For many years it was occupied by Jeanne's Yardage.

Brea's Early History 1

“Black Gold," or ofl as it s usually known, played a cruclal role in the
founding and development of Brea. In 1884, the Unlon Ol Com-
pany purchased 1,200 acres from Abel Steamns, a large propel
owner in the foothills which adjoin the City of Brea. Intensive oll ex-
ploration and preduction began in the lale 1890's as numerous oil
companies jeined Union Oil in the oil quest.

Althls lime, a small town devalopad in tha foathlils known as Olin-
da, and was the home of numerous oll workers and thelr families.
They constructed modest bungalows of varying sizes and slyles.

As Olinda developed, the Ontario Invesiment Company decided in
1908 1o eslablish & new town lo the west as a speculative veniure.
._.:ew_ara a subdivision map In 1908 and called this new lown Ran-
dalph. The Randolph Township's lots apparently were not salling
quickly and in 1911, the Randolph Subdivision was refiled with the
new name of “Brea,” ing "lar” in Sp The town tved
an important transportation link in 1912 when the Pacific Electric
Railway construcled a line from Los Angeles to Yorba Linda and
buill a station in Brea.

Batween 1910 and 1520, the town expanded with many ploneer
families coming 1o Broa 1o reside whila working in the adjoining oil
fields. A serios of compact residential neighborhoods developed
wround the Brea Boul ] ial cantor. Nelghborhood
were primarily setlled by oil workers.

117 South Brea Boulevard
1811

This unique Craftsman style building was constructed in 1811 and was
first occupied by the & bakery. It has been a bar and cafe for many
yaars since.

Various Commercial Uses
ell m...__nn_._mu
05-113 South Brea Boulevard
1914

This brick structure, known as the Sewell Bullding, has & varied history.
It was Brea's first City Hall from 1917 1o 1829. Iis many uses include:
MacClaichie Hardware, Brea Cash Market, Ford's Confectionary, The
Masonic Temple, & Saleway Store, Dr. Jarvis's Office, and & pharmacy.
Al one ime Richardson's Piclure Show was located in the onx_w!.l
wooden struclure that burned down before the present Sewell Building
was conslruciad in 1914.

(Un Habra vatiey Bank
Habra

._kumo_.a_._ Brea Boulevard
19

Al one Eme, the int. d and Ash Street was the
center of lown. This building, &t the COIMer, was d
for the La Habra Valley Bank in 1913. It wes also the place where the
people of Brea voied 16 incorporale in 1217, The bank changed to the
Firsl National Bank of Brea in 1520. In later years, the building was oc-
cupiad by the U. S, Post Office and others.

Private Resldence
mm__._.ﬂ Jamlson Home)

03 South Walnut Avenue

1911
The Jamison home, the oldest exisling house in Brea, is a classic ex-
ampls of & Box House. Il is a typical oll workers' house that has nol
been allered in any way. Similar houses with tenl-type rools were
onginally conslruclad in the nearby oil fields,

Brea Misslonary Baptlst Church
ﬁiﬂ Christlan Church)

1 West Ash Street
1814, 1935
The congregation was formed when the first building was construcled in
1914, oﬂ cabin in the back was designad and buill by high school
sudenls with the help of their leacher in 1918, The presani slucco
church bullding was constructed in 1935,

Russell House

113 West Ash Street, on alley between Brea Boulevard and The
Misslonary Baptist Church

arca 1910

This house begen befora 1810 as e ene-room icshousa, The walls of
whal is now the living room are ingulatod with sewdusl At one time, it
was the office for the Standard Oil Company who had its tin

warehouses on Brea Boulevard, J. E. Pussall purchased the house in
1910 and added two bedroome, a kitchen, and a bath. The Russell
Family still owns this property,

Brea Hotel

(Hotel Kinsler)

108 North Brea Boulevard

1913

Constructed in 1913 for M. J. McCarty and Mr, Bowen, this structure
was the first hotel in the community. Numerous slores have occupied
the street level portion of the struclure, including a pool room, a barbar-
shop, an elactrical slore, and a restaurent.

Brea Clock

%_.ia_n.u Clock w_._ouw

- side of Brea Bou evard, near Brea Hotel

The Broa clock was constructed around 1908 and cnce s1ood in the old
Riverside Railway Station. When the owner .:N:‘euu_mm shop and Ema

clock from Brea to Tustin in 1575, the City of Brea purchased the cock
and retumed i 1o Brea Boulevard within & year, k

Wall Bullding
._nﬂ.u._s East Ash Street
19

Conslructed in 1811, this is the oldes! commercial bullding in Brea. 1t

once housed the Brea Pharmmacy, & restaurant and Brea's first barber,
Vem Russell. Like Sam's place, it is a unique siructure. The Wall and
Crabill families fived upstairs,

Brown & Dauser Lumber Co.

S/W Corner of Orange and Ash

Circa 1920's

The original office of the lumber company still slands on the comer. Bird
and Allen Ol Riggers occupied the building on the alley where they alse
sold cement. With the brick yard nearby, this area was the cenler for
purchasing building materials.

# City Hall Park

oLl reny
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t were butl largeh ¢ ndividual basis and were

rifluences | personal

ntic buildings

of vanous architectural styles

contributes to the unique personality of historical architecture
of Brea's i1s comprised of residences and buildings that c..-wccqr
from one style and incorporate, on a minor level, influe
other styles '

The Brea Histonc Survey is inventorving all of the pre-1940
building stock and is aiming to define the pattern and charact {
urban development which is unique to Brea The survey is :O_m-co."
looking for the most outstanding landmarks, but for the no:nnrcw
architectural trends which give Brea its own unique identity. Hene o
evenything from bungalows to churches constructed prior to .__._cn._m
will be surveyed in order to determine what remains of Brea's
architectural hentage

The architectural styles discussed in this guide are the most
common examples found in Brea. Utlizing this style quide with
participation in the Histone Survey and for general information on
Brea's architecture will provide a greater awareness of the
community's architectural past

A cin's histonc architecture 1s influenced by a variety of forces
meluding economics. politics. geography. and prevailing architectural
tends In order to better understand the context in which the
architecture of Brea evolved. a bnef history of the city follows

maost
heavily
nces from

BREA: A BRIEF HISTORY

The architectural development of the city of Brea is closely
infertwined with the history and cultural development of the
community. A briefl insight into the city's backround can aid one in
better understanding the architectural styles which prevail in Brea,

In the mid-1890's, the Union Oil Company purchased 1200
acres of land from Abel Stearns. a large property owner, for the
purpose of drilling oil Located in the Brea area, these oilfields were
the first to be developed in the Los Angeles area Numerous settlers
were aftracted to the Brea oilfields by the prospect of high wages
and continuing jobs In 1908, a subdivision map was filed
establishing the community of Randolph, Within two years, a new
subdivision map was filed that included the area of Randolph: this
new subdivision was named Brea. Brea means 'tar’ in Spanish, and
the community was so named because of the abundance of tar in
this area.

Between 1910 and 1917, the development of Brea continued. In
1912, the Pacific Railroad extended a line from Los Angeles to
Yorba Linda. A station was constructed in the community of Brea
giving it access to Los Angeles, During this periad a constant reliable
water supply was established via La Habra, This insured Brea's
continued development.

As the surrounding Olinda oilfields begun to decline, oil workers
begun to migrate to the prosperous Brea oilfields often moving their
houses into Brea. By 1917, the population had reached 732

citizens, more than enough for the eommunity to begin incorporation
procedures. By late 1917, local elections were held to determine
whether Brea should be incorporated as a city Voters over
whelmingly approved the establishment of the city of Brea and it
became the 8th city in Orange County.

The twenties saw a continued growth of the community reflecting
the prosperity of the American economy. Oil had become a much-
in-demand product, and the Brea oilfields continued to supply this
product to the Los Angeles area. During the twenties Brea's
commercial and residential areas continued to grow. The commercial
core had developed along Brea Blvd. north of Imperial Blvd. By the
late twenties, the city had begun to construct its new city hall
complex. While the thirties saw a decrease in construction due to the
depression, the oil industry still continued to employ the bulk of the
Brea population.

Brea remained a small town up into the fifties and sixties, but by
that time Increased development saw the expansion of the
commercial center and the residential neighborhoods. Many of the
older ailfields gave way to tract homes, shopping centers and
freeways. Brea's population jumped from 3,215 in 1950 to 21.650
in 1970. This tremendous growth brought enumerable changes to
the city. While Brea's appearance has changed. the small town
character still remains, a reminder of the early years of the city's
development.



CRAFTSMAN AND MISSION REVIVAL STYLES 1900-1920

id be chiosen fram & plar book and then constructed. These Craftsman Bungalow Style 1905-1920

houses served the needs of Brea's growing middle class, working in

;Q.M.A._.u___““”._.” commercial style was simple _Ec._..m mini 1'd 1 1 Structural Form:

by T et i frant porch
nal purpose in mind. While its major similiarnity to _“_?mnm.n.._.n”q_hnm_ E_.z._ large front p
e Cratiurpan bungalow was its wood sheathing, it freely combined X zontal massing ;
i features from other sources One to one and a half stories
Materials: A

: Mission Rewvival style also developed during this perniod s
populanty developed out of a2 renewed interest in California’s
architecture Mission features such as bell towers, stucco
s scalloped parapets, and arcades were utilized in the designs of
churches houses, commercial structures and schools. The style was
occastonally combined with Craftsman features Because the style

Exterior walls or clapboard or shingles
Frequently uses brick, concrete boulders or w»cnno__.u
Windows and Doors: 3
Windows have horizontal emphasis e
Windows are often grouped into threes

s height of populanty before Brea developed. few examples Windows can have stained or beveled mem
ol the style exist in the community After 1910. the stule declined in Daors can have glass panes
populanty and was replaced by the Spanish-Mediterranean siyle Roof:
Low pitched I

Extended eaves and exposed rafters
Occasionally will have mc.._.:mﬂm
Additional Features: P
Usage of clinker brick
Tapered porch columns
Gable venting
- L tion of Similarly Styl

111 S Walnut

219 S. Madrona (circa 1915)

(4]}




Crafisman Commercial Style 1910-1920

Structural Form:

Square of rectangular shape 1o accommodate lot
he focus of detall

One 10 two stones in haight
Materials:

Wood clapboard or tongue and groove siding
Windows and Doors:

Simpie wood doors with glass windows

Plate glass store windows

Roof
Flat

Additional Features:
Simple, wood brackets at the front comice
False front with cormice

Location of Similarly Styled Bulldings:
112-116 Ash 5t

221 S Brea Blvd (circa 1918)

Mission Revival Church Style 1900-1915

Structural Form:

Rec lar or cross shaped
One to two stories in helght
Materials:

Usually wood and stucco
Windows and Doors
Windows are simple double hung variety
Arched openings
Roof:
Flat or low pitched roof
Use of small bell tower
Additional Features:
Arcades
Exposed wood struts

Brea Congregational Church (1915)
300 E Imperial Highway



PERIOD REVIVAL STYLES 1917-1930

The Twenties have frequently been referred to as the Penod
e number of popular styles that were
cales Along with the Spanish-Mediter-
e Perniod Revival styles were the

v become popular after many American soldiers retumed
ngland after World War |
Those structures in Brea that are Colonial in style are primarily

one story residences built for Brea's working class families. Like the
Craftsman bungalows. these Colonial bungalows were constructed
in the same fashion Purchasers would choose a house from
bungalow books and then the house would be constructed by a
contractor While the Colonial Revival bungalow replaced the
Craftsman bungalow in populanty, it was in tumn replaced by the
small Spanish-Mediterranean residence

The English Tudor and Cotswold styles are exceptionally rare in
Brea The community had completed its initial phase of growth by
the time this style became popular

Period Revival Residentlal Style 1919-1930

Structural Form:

ave wouod or clapboard siding
Occasionally uses sfucco
Windows and Doors:
Windows are wood casement
Doars are simple

Roof:

Pitched gable roof

Can have chpped gables

Medium to high pitch

Roof can curve under the eaves in Cotswold vanery
Additional Features:

Small front porch

Use of dentils in parch roof

Use of columns in the Colenial Revival variety

Occasional use of stone

108 E Date St (circa 1927)



SPANISH MEDITERRANEAN STYLE 1920-1930

Popular throughout the Twentes, the Spanish Mediterrancan
style is the second most prevalent style found in Brea The style was
imported from Europe the assumption being that Southern
Califomia had similiar weather 1o the Mediterranean area. there-
ure should be similiar
Mediterranean style incorporated many of the
design elements of the Mission Revival style. including the use of
stucco arches and scalloped wall parapets. The style was p 1

the initial phase, the style was simple. symmetrical and had flat
roofs. and stepped parapets In the second stage, the style was
asymmetncal, had pitched tile roofs and utilized exposed wood In
the third and final phase, ormamentation was applied to the facades
of the buildings. This decorative feature is called Chumgueresque
and is denved from Spanish architecture of the 18th Century

The style was popular in Brea primarily for residential buildings,
a

and utihired in a varety of bulldings such as churches, schools
commercial bulldings, and residences Variations of the style
include the use of brick. brick with stucco, and glazed brick

The style went through several phases over its ten year span. In

Ithough ber of ¢ ial buildi churches. and public
buildings were designed in the style The first two phases of the style
are the most frequent The style has begun to regain its popularity
with the developement of new commercial and residential buildings
that incorporate elements of the style

Spanish-Medi Resid | Style 1920-1930
Structural Form:

Rectangular shape

One 1o two stories in height

Can be symmemcal wa

rant porch
w asymmetrical with porch to one side

ve arcades wi

arched openimgs

stucco walls
Usage of dark stained wood in caves

1mn

Windows and Doors:
Both are frequently arched
Windows can be deeply recessed
Windows are often double hung variety
Roof:
Can be a low pitched tile rool
Can be a flat roof with tiled parapets
Additional Features:
Wrought lron
Window canopies
Locations of Similarly Styled Buildings:
315 Imperial Highway

221 S Madrona Ave. (circa 1929)
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MODERNE STYLE 1935-1950

Utilized during the thirties and forties, the Modeme style was
most popular as a commercial style but was frequently used for
public buildings and for apartment structures. The stule developed
from a modem design movement during the twenties in Germany.
This movemnent was called the Bauhaus movement and emphasized
designing buildings that had little or no decoration and utilized
matenals that were modem such as glass, steel, or concrete.

Of the various styles that developed from the Bauhaus movement,
the Modeme was one that was most popular in the United States.
This style frequently incorp d stylistic f from ships or
trains such as ship railing or porthole windows. Occasionally, other

styles such as the Spanish-Mediterranean were incorporated into
the Modemne style

During the thirties, the American government was involved in a
massive effort to provide jobs as a result of the Depression. One of
the projects of this period was the W P.A program, and it constructed
a variety of public buildings throughout the United States. Because
so many of the buildings were Modemne, the Modemne style has often
been called the W P.A style

In Brea only a handful of Modemne buildings exist While they are
rare they are nevertheless important as unique architectural sites in
the community.

Meoderne Commercial Style 1935-1950

Structural Form:
Horizontal in style
Curved cormners
One to twe stories in height
Materials:
Walls are of stucco or concrete
Can have glass brick

Roof:
Flat
Additional Features:
Little or no omament
Can have round ship railing
Location of Similarly Styled Buildings:
124 S. BreaBlvd

342 S. Brea Bivd. (circa 1938)



Moderne Public Style 1935-1950

Structural Form:
Horizontal emphasis
Curved comers
One to two stories in height
Materials:
Walls are of concrete with stucco 5
Occasional use of glass brick
Windows and Doors:
Occasional use of round port hole windows
Doors can be of chrome

Roof:
Flat

Additional Features:
Fluted Pilasters

Brea Olinda High School (remodelled, circa 1938)
803 E Birch St. a

16



Ward Home Tour

- 1929 Provincial Revival home owned by Don Ward since 1995. At one time was the
home of “Shorty” Smith, former Brea-Olinda High School coach before he bought home
a few doors up the street. All renovations in the home have been done by Don Ward, who
studied catalogs and magazines of the period for ideas and inspiration.

- One of the first things you notice as you go in the home is the remarkable floor. Inlaid
with OAK, MAHOGANY, WALNUT, and AUSTRALIAN JERRAH (hard, red wopd '
that the rose is made from). Floor was designed and built by the owner. Other flooring in
hallway and office also designed and built by Don. Over 2,000 cuts were made on e?ch
floor. Floors are stained and shellaqued and paste wax was used to shine. Varnish didn't
exist in the 1920,

Living Room

- Blinds were found stored in the basement of the home. Markings show they were made
in Long Beach in the 1930's. Mechanisms are wood. Reconditioned by Don.

Ceiling -

- Owner saw design in a picture of an old home. Copied the “coffered” (rounded) design,
which is original to the design of the home.

- Picture rail on the ceiling is original to the home. Missing pieces were matched and
built by a carpenter.

- When the ceiling was plastered, it fell down 2 days later from weight of plaster. Owner
added sheetrock for stability and re-plastered. Swirled style on walls and ceilings is
vintage to period.

- Cast iron grills are vintage to period - ducts for heating and (now) air conditioning.

- Windows are 75 years old. Don found them at a vintage salvage yard in Berkeley, CA.
Windows are vintage to period and work on a weights/pulleys method. All windows work
perfectly.

- Victrola - portable - wind it a few times and it works. Early 1900's version of a “Walk-

”

man.
- 1931 Stromberg-Carlson AM radio- warm it up a few minutes and it works.

- Camera - Circa 1910, works. Missing the black cloth shroud, squeeze ball and sheet
film.

- Pictures above sofa: Don Ward and Debbie Bates (fiance) family members.



- Light switches throughout the home are from an old church. Vintage to period.
Kitchen Area

- Stove is from the 1920's and in use.

- Refrigerator is from the 1930's and in use.

- Cabinets to the right of the sink are original to the home. To the left of the sink are
reproductions. All handles on drawers and cabinets are original to home. All hardware
(hinges) are original.

- Tile on sink counter - vintage to period 2” X 2” tiles.
- Floor - small tiles/design is vintage to period.

- Sink - fixtures are nickel (not chrome). Nickel fixtures common to period. Light switch
face-plates are nickel.

- Doorbell and phone box. Both original to home and both work. (Ring doorbell - it's
annoying)

Dining room

- Corner hutch has been reproduced from a picture from the original.

- NOTE: when owner moved into home, there were exactly 5 electrical outlets
throughout the house. Kitchen appliances were operated by extension cord from outlet in
the Dining Room.

- Drapes and window dressings throughout the home are designed and created by Debbie
Bates. Don's fiance also helped paint the home, decorate and acquire antiques throughout
the house.

- Mud Room. Point out original and antique kitchen accessories (apple peeler, fluter,
iron, rug whacker). Comer shelf is where old water heater was located.

Back through Living Room to the Hall
- Stenciling on the walls is vintage to period. Floor is designed and built by owner.
Bathroom

- Original tub and sink from house. Sink was found in basement. Medicine cabinet is
original. Toilet is vintage to1932. Shower fixture is vintage reproduction.




Muhovich House Tour

- Once the hame of one of Brea's first physicians, Dr. Davis. Built circa 1918. Home was
moved to Redwood Ave. in 1994 from original location at Birch St. and Brea Blvd.

- Notice above front door, impression left by old street number “200” under the
One-Hundred-One. Owners want to leave it that way.

- Home is 1700 square feet. 3 bedrooms.
- The front of the home was added by Dr. Davis in 1923 as office and waiting room for

patients. Dr. Davis and his family lived here while he saw patients. Used to be called the “Blue
Bungalow.”

- On south side of room (where bank of windows is located) is original front door entrance.

Point out indentations. Front door is original, moved to current location when the home was
placed on the lot.

- Mail opening (NOT hardware) is original opening. Stained glass window was made by the
owners’neighbor_ %+ ?.o'rm MNac Betdd's .

- Office door - opening to dining area. Was widened after house was moved.

- Between kitchen and hallway, left side. Wall used to be window or opening. Not quite sure
what it was for. Was closed when house was moved to current location. Note: over the years.
since 1930 (Dr. Davis' death), home has been used as a restaurant, tea-room, paint store

and was used by the police department.

- Bathroom and back bedroom was added after house was moved. The original back of the
house was removed and the bedroom was added. In bedroom, window facing Ash St. was

originally in bathroom. You can tell by striation 5 in glass that most of the windows in the
home are original/vintage:

Go down hall to backyard

BACKYARD

- Garage was built when house was moved to current location. Design is same style as home.
- Homeowners painted house and garage in gray/blue color to keep historic.

Go into laundry room

- Ceiling light was taken from home that was demolished on Flower St. (across from Laurel
School, where new apartments are now.)

- This room is where Dr. Davis' sinks and utility sinks of other occupants were located.

Go into kitchen



- When Lori Muhovich lived in Fullerton, she would drive up Redwood Ave. to a business
in Brea in order to see the old homes. She always wanted to own a vintage home and in May
1994, }vhen she saw this home had been moved to this lot (where a previous home had been
demolished), she stopped and talked to the ownet/realtor. Soon, she and husband, Mike, made
an offer on the home and they moved in. Lori and Mike have made an effort ever since to

the original, vintage exterior of the home, while renovating the inside to accomodate
their family.

The Muhovich Home is a perfect example of preserving the old while incorporating the new.



Mr. Mathey) s was a

THE MATHEWS HOUSE COOK /n Ole Olgsont
Lot 9, block 12 of the Town of Brea was transferred from William and Mary Dor_ris to Lawrence J. Ca{fip on
and Florence Mathews in 1926. The Mathews had been living in a small unpainted, redwood omon a
house on the back of the lot at 239 South Flower Street for several years. It was there that Ave

Florence gave birth to their only child, Esther, attended by Dr. Claude Steen. A neighborhood

friend, Ethel Smith, brought her small daughter, Hazel, over to see the new baby that same day in
October.

The Deed of Trust of September 16, 1929 shows that the Mathews had a Promissory Note of

$1000 with the First National Bank of Brea, to be paid at $80 per month. On October 16, 1930 it
was paid in full.

After the "big" house was built on the front of the lot by the Van Tyle Construction Company. the
lumber from the little house was used for an open-sided garage and wash house.

Jay "landscaped” the back yard with a fish pond built with lava rocks, a miniature golf course, an
arbor for concord grapes, and Florence had one section for a cactus garden. The most
outstanding feature was the aquisition of two pecan trees which had a slow start but eventually
produced many pounds of nuts to share with family and friends.

Jay lived alone in the house in his latter years until his death in 1971. The house was boarded up
for security until 1973 when Lt. Col. Ray Barry and his wife, Esther Mathews, retired from the Air
Force and returned to California. Ray spent several years renovating the old house. The house
became home to their youngest son, Robert and his family for several years. Esther had
expected those grandsons to start school where she had attended years before but
redevelopment came along and that lot was included in plans for a small business park. One
night, in the pre-dawn hours, both Barry families were shivering on the school lawn as they
watched the old home moved off the property and down the street towards its new location on

Redwood Street. A worker rode on the steep roof to make sure it did not snag on over head
wires.

info per ECsther Barry

davahter of Lawrence
F)g:/o rence Malhews

May (995



BREA HISTORY TIMELINE - Selected linear representations of important events,
by Tim Harvey

* Brea is a city in the northeastern corner of Orange County, California, located at the
base of the Puente Hills near the very mouth of Brea Canyon. “Brea” is a Spanish word
that means “tar” or “asphalt.” In the early days of California, settlers from the Pomona
Valley and the Santa Ana Valley came to Brea Canyon to cut chunks of oil-soaked earth
from the canyon wallls to use as fuel to heat their homes. Because of the evidence of
“black gold,” oil men of the 1890s started the development of an oil field in the Puente
Hills, which was the beginning of Brea.

FIRST NATION - NATIVE AMERICAN PERIOD

* The Tongva Native Americans go back 3,500 years in Southern California. The Tongva
inhabited approximately 4,000 square miles, which included parts of Orange County, the
Los Angeles Basin and the islands of Catalina and San Clemente. Along with
neighboring the Chumash Indians, the Tongva were the most largest indigenous people
to inhabit Southern California. Brea was within the ethnographic boundaries of the
Tongva people. They built houses named “ki,” pronounced “key” andcanoes called “Ti
ats”. Tongva, which means “people of the earth,” are now called the Gabrielino Tongva
Mission Tribe, as originally referred to by the Spanish, because of their involvement in
the San Gabriel Mission in the 18th Century. The Tongva utilized the La Habra Valley for

hunting and gathering food, supplies, and medicinal herbs for the sustenance of the
tribe.

SPANISH PERIOD

* July 29, 1769. On their famous march from San Diego to Monterey, Don Gaspar de
Portola, along with Jose Antonio Yorba, crossed the Santa Ana River and arrived at
the mouth of Brea Canyon, just north of the future Brea townsite. That night they made
their camp with a group of seventy friendly indians thought to be from a nearby
Tongva village called Pomoquin, located near todays Brea Canyon cut-off road. In
1932, a monument to honor Portola’s famous visit was place next to Brea Canyon
Road, by the Native Daughters of the Golden West. During the time from 1769 to
1850, the area was under Spanish/Mexican control through the Rancho system.

MEXICAN PERIOD - RANCHO SYSTEM

* About 250 years ago, one of the results of Portola’s exploration was the claiming of
Alta California for New Spain. When Mexico won independence from Spain in 1822, the
territory of Alta California came under Mexican rule and Mexico issued land grants,
called Ranchos. Brea was part of two land grants and a parcel of land that had not been
granted to any of the Ranchos.



AMERICAN PERIOD - From Randolph to Brea
* In 1848, the U.S. acquired California by the Treaty of Guadalupe.
* On September 9, 1850, California became the 31st state of the United States.

* In 1863, the Ontiveros Family sold 30,672 acres of their Rancho land to
businessesman Abel Stearns at 20 cents an acre. Stearns eventualy leased some of
the land to basque sheep ranchers and farmers.

*"Black Gold” Rush. In 1882, the first successful oil drilling occurred. Oil was struck at
100 to 300 feet below the surface at the junction of Tonner Canyon and Brea Canyon.
The search for oil was underway.

* Circa 1889, the small settlement of Petrolia was located near the junction of Brea
Canyon and Carbon Canyon, and a similar oil camp village called Puente Wells was
located to the northwest, on top of the Puente Hills.

* In 1894, Union Oil became the area’s largest landowner with a purchase of 1200 acres
from ﬂ.\bel Stearns. Other oil companies began to purchase land in the area as well,
g\‘clt;]dlcr)ig[;grea Canon Oil, Western Oil, Shell Oil, Columbia Oil, E. L. Doheny, and

irch Qil Co.

* Tl_1e town of Olinda was platted in 1887 and recorded in 1888. By 1898, the Puente
HI”'S and canyons began sporting wooden oil-drilling towers, oil wells, and oil tanks,
which dotted the landscape, peacefully coexisting with grazing cattle and sheep.

* In 1900, the Union Oil Company had extracted one-half million barrels of oil from the
Brea Stearns Lease.

* In 1908, the Union Oil Company built a one-room school house located on Brea
Canyon Road.




* In 1908, the Ontario Investment Company filed a subdivision map for a town to be
named Randolph. Randolph was named after Epes Randolph, an engineer and general
manager of the Pacific Electric Railroad. Randolph established a basic infrastructure,
but was lacking water and a promised railroad. Despite major ads, few people
purchased land.

* In 1910, Randolph School was constructed on the corner of what is now Brea Bivd.
and Lambert Road. The school was a two-story frame building that soon ran out of
room. The school was the first building in a new subdivision promoters called
Randolph, later to be named Brea.

* On January 19, 1911, a new map was filed for the same subdivision, for the purpose
of changing the name from Randolph to Brea. The building began, both for homes and
for small-services industrries serving the oil fields.

*In 1912, the Pacific Electric Railway extended its tracks through Brea to Yorba Linda.

*In 1916, the new Brea Grammar School opened for the 1916-17 school year with 11
teachers for eight grades. This school, with recent improvements, is the present Brea
Junior High School.

* On February 23, 1917, BREA BECAME THE 8TH. CITY IN ORANGE COUNTY

* In March of 1916, a petition was filed with the Orange County Supervisors for Brea to
incorporate. On February 15, 1917, an election was held and local voters approved
the incorporation with 204 in favor and 45 opposed. On February 23, 1917, Brea was
officially incorporated as the eighth city of Orange County, with a population of 732.

*City officials were selected and council members were elected. Street names were
changed to represent types of trees. La Habra Street changed to Ash as the dividing
line. Streets to the north of Ash became Bracken, Cypress, and Deodara. (Lambert)
Streets to the south of Ash became Birch, Cedar, (Imperial Highway) Date, Eim, and Fir.

* Arrangements were made with Southern California Edison to furnish power, and plans
were set for the first street lighting system. Brea continued to grow, with $5,889.40
received as first-year taxes on an assessed valuation of $417,600.

=

Randolph School 1915, first Brea Grammar School in 1916,
building in the new town, now Brea Junior High School
later called Brea



* World War |. United States declared war on Germany on April 6, 1917, just after Brea
was incorporated. Patriotism pulled the small community together with many activities.
By the war’s end; thirty-eight Brea men had gone to war and thirty-five more were in
training camp.

* Two Brea airports. In 1917, Brea Aviaton Field was one of the earliest airports in
Orange County, located at the site of today's Brea Heights Shopping Center. The
second airport was Loftus Field; located near Kramer between Birch and Imperial.

* Contributions to Aviation History. From 1919 to 1927, Dexter Martin did much to
promote aviation in Brea. He was later inducted into the Aviation Hall of Fame, along
with Orville & Wilber Wright and Charles Lindberg. Three airplanes designed by Fred
Thaheld and built with Bill Tramaine brought national attention to Brea.

" In 1922, the new city of Brea was made profitable by a booming oil industry to
stimulate the local economy. A branch of the Orange County Library was established
inPotters garage, Neff Cox's Shoe Shine shop was boomomg, and the Red Lantern
Theatre was opened with oriental decorations and to hear the Robert Morgan pipe
organ. Laurel School was built, and Shaffer Tool Co. was started.

" On August 10, 1922, the Brea Lions Club was chartered. A bond was passed to
provide curb-to-curb pavement for Pomona Avenue, now Brea Blvd.Three tracks of land
were opened to encourage home building.

* The Big Game on October 31, 1924, Hall of Fame players Walter Johnson and Babe
Ruth played in an exhibition game at the Brea Bowl. Walter Johnson was a local boy
who moved to Olinda at age 14 and grew up on the Santa Fe Oil Lease where his
family lived. It was a match between the greatest pitcher and hitter in baseball on our
local field. An epic game that closed schools and stores so everyone could attend and
enjoy.

* In 1925, the Brea Womens Club was organized, and Brea’s first telephone exchange
began service. The Brea-Olinda Union High School District was formed, withdrawing
from the Fullerton High School District.

*In 1926, the nightmare of all oil men occurred. The Stewart Tank Farm was struck by
lightning, causing an explosion that brought national attention to Brea.

* The new 23-acre campus Brea-Olinda High school opened in 1927, adding secondary
education to a growing city. The campus was located where the Marketplace Shopping
Center is today.

* Opening in 1930, City Hall Park was a welcome oasis of green at the communities
center. It was and still is a classic example of small town America. It included City Hall,
now called the Scout House, the Plunge and the American Legion Hall, now called the
Brea Museum. The Park was a setting for picnics and concerts still held today.



* The 1930s and the Great Depression decreased activities in Brea as elsewhere in the
United States. The city of Brea erected a “Welcome to Brea” sign that has greeted
people ever since. The population of Brea in 1930 was 2,435.

* Brea was also known as a Citrus growing area. Union Oil Company owned one of the
largest citrus and avocado groves in the world. It totaled 2,348 acres, cpntained
207,000 trees, and eighteen water wells. Also, in 1932 “Union 76 gasoline” was
introduced and the Brea police cars received their first radio equipment

* In 1938, The LaVida Beverage Co. was organized, a product of La Vida Mi_neral Hot
Springs in Carbon Canyon. The Pacific Electric Railroad discontinued service to Brea.

* In 1939-40 Bill Griffith won the California Soap Box Durby and Paul Moore set a world
record in the three-quarter mile.

* In the 1940s, Sam Landa opened bar Sam’s Place, which was formerly a Cafe in the
30s and originally the Brea Bakery since 1911. Brea was active throughout WWII,
(1941-1945) including airplane spotters located on top of Brea High School.

*As oil production declined, the 40s, 50s, and 60s brought many new developments in
industry, housing and new bysinesses in Brea, Normal life included the Tastee Freeze
and the Plunge. The citrus groves gave way gradually to industrial parks and residential
development.

* In 1952, the Kirkhill Rubber moved to town, Arovista Elementary School opened in
1956 and Karl Karcher opened his first two Carl’s Jr. restaurants in Brea and Fullerton.
In 1958, Brea Nike Missile Base was established in the Puente Hills above Site Drive.

* The 1960s were marked by a major change in Brea from oil and agriculture to industry.
The population was increasing rapidly and nearly doubled in 10 years. Brea’s
downtown changed with a mixture of different businesses: Pitsburg Pants, Brea
Hardware, Antique Stores, Knights Inn, Brea Theater, House of Imports, and Brea
Furniture, That Frame Plance and others.

*Brea Collier and Chemicals Corporation operated a plant near Kraemer and Imperial
from 1965-1994. In 1966, Mariposa Elementary School opened and Brea celebrated it's
Golden Jubilee Celebration, Brea’s 50th birthday.

* The 1970s brought big changes in Brea with with the opening of the Orange (57)
Freeway completion in 1972. The freeway increased commercial exposure. With the
construction of the Brea Mall, which opened in 1977, Brea became a destination
shopping city, which spurred major residential and commercial development. The
dominant north Orange County regional shopping complex was built on a 99-acre plot of
land next to the 57 freeway.



* Brea is known for its “Art in Public Paces” and “Artist in Residence” programs. The
Artist in Residence program allowed students and citizens to learn in Brea Schools or
just watch them work. Brea's “Art in Public Places” started in 1975 and continues with
over 140 artworks in a collection placed throughout the city. Brea's Public Art Program
has been used as a model and for many programs nationwide.

* Industrial parks and retail areas thrived in Brea during the 70s and BOS,las more
companies took advantage of the city’s strategic location and city planning.

* In 1980, adjacent to the mall, the Brea Civic and Cultural Center was openqd. It -
includes an art gallary, library, conference center, the Curtis Theatre, thg poice apd fire
departments, the Chamber of Commerce ane the Brea Olinda School District offices.

*In 1981, Brea Country Hills Elementary School opened and in 1989 Brea dedicated a
new high school located in the Brea Hills, north of Lambert Road and adjacent to the
57 freeway.

* In 1981, the “Breal Project” an affordable housing project for seniors was completed.
Another example of the “Brea Spirit”, led community leaders and built by citizens.

In 1982, The Brea Historical dedicated the former Olinda “Little Green Schoolhouse”
built in 1909, as a part of the Brea Senior Center. A unique historic preservation event.

* 1990s a Historical Home Preservation Committee selected historic homes in the Brea
redevelopment area to be preserved. An example is the 1939 Practice House moved
the old Brea Brea High School Campus.

* In July of 1996, our new 52,000 square-foot Brea Community Center opened at 695
Madison Way. A true center for the community to enjoy.

* In the late 1990s, Breas downtown was redeveloped into a shopping and
entertainment area. Centered on Brea Boulevard and Birch Street is a 70-acre urban
village. The area was transformed with movie theaters, sidewalk cafes, a live comedy
club, numerous shops and restaurants. It is locally known as Downtown.

* Freeway Complex Fire - In 2008, four Brea homes were distroyed and six others
damaged along with major damage to Brea High School and Canyon High School.

* In 2002, The Olinda Oil Museum and Trail located at 4024 Santa Fe Avenue opened.
* In 2003, the Olinda Oil Museum and Trail opened located at 4025 Santa Fe Avenue.

* In 2009, Brea’s new 26-acre Sports Park, along with our Distinguished Brea Athletes
Wall of Fame, dedicated in 2010.

*In 2011, The Brea Sister City Association welcomed Anseong, South Korea to join our
two other sister cities, Hanno, Japan (1981) and Lagos de Moreno, Mexico (1969).



* Olinda Elementary School opened in 2012 adjacent to the Sports Park.

* In 2012, the Brea War Memorial was completed fronting Birch Street, near the Civic
and Cultural Center.

* Committed to responsible growth, which includes protection of nearby open space,
Brea is protective of the significant natural wildelife corridor that also serves as a rare
scenic break within the area’s urban setting.

*Brea has been able to blend the “Old and the New”, keeping traditional community
activities like the Fourth of July Picnic in historic City Hall Park, while starting our more
recent Jazz Festival located on Birch Street in the new “Downtown”. Deliberately N
planned gradual groth that allowed for imput and cooperation has kept the “Brea Spirit”
alive and well.

* Today, Brea is a thriving city of 40,000+ residents with more than 100.900 pepple .
visiting the city to work, shop and play during the day. Brea continues its “Art in Pgbhc
Places” program with over 140 artworks in the collection,located throughout the city.

* The community that began as an oil town, has grown into an important regional _
leader, offering not only opportunity and safety but also a family-oriented community
that is worthy of its people.
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BREA HISTORIC TOUR
A peak into Brea’s Extraordinary Architectural Past

CITY HALL PARK

In 1924 the City took steps to purchase the first two lots and in 1927 with the help of a
$60,000 bond, purchased the rest of the land from Union Oil. In 1929 construction of the
Plunge (Orange County’s oldest continual use public pool) and City Hall began and followed
in 1930 by the American Legion Building. These two buildings are the only two in Brea on the
National Register of Historic Places.

| THE SHAFFER FOUNTAIN

In 1946 the employees of Shaffer Tool Works had a fountain erected in City Hall Park . It
served as a memorial to WD and Mrs. Shaffer. At night the fountain was lit with colored
lights; unfortunately it often needed repair so was replaced by the beautiful rose garden you
see today. The Shaffer plaque is still present.

' THE SCHWEITZER ROSE GARDEN

Like the Shaffer Fountain it replaced, the Schweitzer Rose Garden was also a memprial to the
Schweitzer Family. It is believed Frank Schweitzer Sr. planted the first rose in the vicinity of
where the rose garden would eventually be plotted.

' THE NEW SHAFFER FOUNTAIN

Located in the heart of downtown, the New Shaffer Fountain is a welcome invitation to
splash around on a hot summer day.

| UNION OIL HISTORIC NEIGHBORHOOD

In June 1921 Union Oil decided to provide homes for 62 of their employees. The Maxwell
Division, which was west of Pomona (Brea Blvd) on Walnut and Madrona became the Union
Oil Neighborhood. Today many of those houses are still occupied.

WOMEN'S & LION'S CLUB

In 1935 a community drive began to give a permeant home to the Women's Club and Lion’s
Club; both active organizations in Brea’s civic affairs from its earliest days. Union QOil moved
one of its buildings (currently being used as the Boy Scout meeting place) to the east side of
Pomona and Date. It should be noted the building, in its original location, was where Babe
Ruth and Walter Johnson had breakfast before the “Big Game.”

PIONEER HALL TODAY
Moved again in XXXX, today Pioneer Hall sits at the Brea Senior Center on Siever Ave.

| LITTLE GREEN SCHOOLHOUSE

Built in 1909, this four-room school was located on the south side of Country Road (Carbon
Canyon Rd) near the creek. The school was moved in the 1950’s when the site was chosen
for the flood control damn.

BREA SENIOR CENTER
Today the Little Green Schoolhouse lives on at the Brea Senior Center. Remolded and missing
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its bell tower, the old building is still an important part of the community

11/ RANDOLPH
Named after Epps Randolph, then VP of Pacific Electric Railroad, in hopes of bringing the P&E
trains to the area, the the town of Randolph was established on October 13, 1908.

12/i@) THE TRAINS CAME BUT GROWTH DID NOT

True to his word, Epps Randolph brought his P&E Railroad to town. Linking remote Randolph
with already well established regions of Orange and Los Angeles counties, was believed to be
the missing ingredient to population growth. Clearly it was not so on January 19, 1911 the
town of Randolph became the town of Brea

13|/l| DOWNTOWN
THE HEART OF THE CITY

Even before we were a city, we had a downtown.
14/@| TRAIN DEPOT
15/id| 1940'S DOWNTOWN
16@ 1960'S DOWNTOWN
17/ 1970'S DOWNTOWN
18| LATE 1980'S DOWNTOWN
19/@| 1990'S DOWNTOWN
20(& BREA BLVD LOOKING NORTH
21 [l
2@
23|@| OIL FIELDS NATIONAL BANK
Built in



Outline of a Brief History of Brea, Orange County, California

Also, the Brea Collier Carbon and Chemicals Corporation operated a plant near
Imperial and Kraemer (now Walmart center) from 1965-1994.

In 1966, Mariposa Elementary School was established.

The Golden Jubilee celebration took place July 10-15 in 1967, celebrating Brea’s
50th birthday since its incorporation.

The opening of the Orange (57) freeway, which was completed in 1972.
The Brea Mall was opened in 1977.
Brea's public art program started in 1975.

1980

e In 1980, Brea Civic and Cultural Center was opened.

e In 1981, Brea Country Hills Elementary School was established.

o In December of 1989, Brea dedicated a new high school located in the Brea Hills,
north of Lambert Road and adjacent to the 57 freeway. .

1990

e The population of Brea in 1990 was 32,873 people.

e The Brea Community Center opened on July 27, 1996.

e In the late 1990s, a 50 acre Downtown Brea incl. Birch Promenade.

e In 1991, the American Association of Petroleum Geologists ranked Brea, which
included Olinda and Sansinena, 15" in California among competing oil and gas
fields.

Today

Today, Brea is a thriving city of 40,000+ residents with more than 100,000 people
visiting the city to work, shop and play during the day.

Brea is proud of its new downtown with over 50 acres of shopping and
entertainment.

Brea's new 26-acre Sports Park, located on the northwest corner of Valencia and
Birch, opened in 2009.

A new elementary school ‘Olinda’ located adjacent to the Sports Park opened in
2012.

The community that began as an oil town has grown into an important industrial
center, offering not only opportunity and safety, but also a family-oriented
community that is worthy of its people.

4|Page



Outline of a Brief History of Brea, Orange County, California

In 1922, Pomona Avenue (now Brea Blvd.) was paved, a branch of the Orange
County Library was established and the Red Lantern Theatre was opened.

Laurel School was built and Shaffer Tool Co. was started.

Walter Johnson Vs. Babe Ruth Game at the Brea Bowl in 1924.

In the 1920s, the Brea Hotel, which was original built in 1913 became the “Kinsler

Hotel".

Stewart Tank Farm Fire of 1926.

A new 23-acre high school was opened on September 14, 1927—Brea-Olinda
Union High School. '

The Brea Plunge was built in 1929.

The City Hall was built in 1929.

The Great Depression (1929-1939)

The population of Brea in 1930 was 2,435.

City Hall Park opened in 1930 (designed by Frank Schweitzer, Sr.),

The American Legion opened in 1930 (later Police & Fire Department now Brea
Museum)

Carbon Canyon Road was opened as a paved highway and in 1934.

The City of Brea erected the “Welcome to Brea” sign that has greeted people in
the downtown area ever since.

World War Il (1941-1945).

In the 1940s, Sam Landa opened up the bar Sam’s Place, which was formerly a
Café in the 1930s and originally the Brea Bakery since 1911.

In 1949, Brea had a unique, one-time snow storm.

In 1950, Brea had a population of 3,208 people.

In 1952, Kirkhill Rubber Company moved its headquarters to Brea from L.A.

In 1956, Arovista Elementary School was established and Carl N. Karcher
opened the first two Carl’s Jr. Restaurants in Anaheim and Brea, California.

In 1958, a Nike base was established in the Puente Hills to the north of Brea with
24 buildings and 3 missile silos.

In the 60s, Brea’s downtown along Brea Blvd. looked much different with a
mixture of different businesses: Pittsburg Paints, Brea Hardware, Jackson Auto
Supply, Cleaners, Bill Brundige Glass, Antique stores, Knights Inn, Brea Theater,
House of Imports, Brea Furniture and much more.

3|Page



Outline of a Brief History of Brea, Orange County, California

1890s

e In 1894, the Stearns Ranch Company sold 1,200 acres of the original Brea land
to the newly created Union Oil Company.

o Other oil companies also began to purchase land in the area as well: Brea Canon
Oil, Western Oil, Shell Oil, Columbia Oil Production Company, E.L. Doheny, and
Birch Oil Company.

¢ The town of Olinda was founded in present-day Carbon Canyon after an 1890 oil
boom.

e “Black Gold” Rush.

 In 1899, a Pipeline was built undergrown that transports petroleum from Brea to
Long Beach.

* In 1900, the Union Oil company had extracted a %2 million barrels of oil from the
Brea Stearns Lease.
" In 1908, the Ontario Investment Company to file a subdivision map for a town
called Randolph, the precursor to Brea.
« Randolph, a small agricultural town, was named after Epes Randolph, an
engineers and general manager of the Pacific Electric Railway.
 Union Oil built a one-room school house in 1903 on Brea Canyon Road.

¢ In 1910, the Randolph School was constructed.

e The Brea Grammar School was officially opened in 1916 (now the Brea Junior
High).

e The Randolph School building became the Union Oil Headquarters.

o The official founding date for the town of Brea was January 19, 1911.

e In 1916, the nearest law enforcement was the county sheriff in Santa Ana. On
March 8, 1916, George Bird was appointed the 1st Constable of Brea.

e On February 15, 1917, an election was held and local voters approved the
incorporation of Brea — 204 in favor and 45 opposed (at the La Habra Valley
Bank).

 With a population of 752, Brea was officially incorporated as the eighth city of
Orange County.

e World War | (1917-1918)

¢ Airports.

e According to the census, Brea had a population of 1,037 in 1920.
¢ In 1921, the Craig Building housed the post office, the 1st fire hydrants were
installed.

2|Page



Outline of a Brief History of Brea, Orange County, California

Brea
Brea is a city in Orange County, California, United States, which is nestled in the

[ ]

foothills of Puente Hills on a plateau at the northern tip of the county, and is
situated within the heart of the fertile La Habra Valley.
“Brea”, which means ‘“tar” or “pitch” in Spanish (Castilian) from the tar seeping
out of the foothills and the subsequent oil fields of the early 1900s.

Native Americans
e 1,000s of years ago

‘Tongva’, which means "people of the earth.”

Officially called the Gabrielino Mission Indian Tribe.

Villiage was Nacaunga in the Tongva language.

The Tongva utilized the La Habra Valley area of hills and valleys for hunting and

gathering food, supplies, and medicinal herbs for the sustenance of the tribe.

Spanish Period
e About 250 years
Don Gaspar de Portola | Rovira, along with others such as Jose Antonio Yorba
Camped in Brea Canyon in 1769.
“El Camino Real”, which means “Royal Road". .
During the time from 1769 to 1850, Mexican Missions & the Rancho system,

which lasted some 79 years.

Mexican Period — Ranchos
¢ Mexico won independence from Spain in 1822.
¢ Alta California [California]
o Breawas part of 2 lands grants & 1 left over (sobrante) area

American Period
o In 1848, the U.S. acquired California by the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo

Gold Rush of 1849

On September 9", 1850, California became the 31 state of the Union.
1850 US Census, there were 3,530 residents in Los Angeles County.
Spanish was the common language of the area in 1850.

Don Abel Stearns (1798-1871)

Civil War: Union.

Sheep Herders: Bastanchury, Sansinena, & the Wagners in the 1870s and
1880s.

Oil Boom.
o Orange County was officially formed in 1889.

1|Page



BREA HISTORY TIMELINE - Selected linear representations of important events,
by Tim Harvey

* Brea is a city in the northeastern corner of Orange County, California, located at the
base of the Puente Hills near the very mouth of Brea Canyon. “Brea” is a Spanish word
that means “tar” or “asphalt.” In the early days of California, settlers from the Pomona
Valley and the Santa Ana Valley came to Brea Canyon to cut chunks of oil-soaked earth
from the canyon walls to use as fuel to heat their homes. Because of the evidence
of “black gold,” oil men of the 1890s started the development of an oil field in the
Puente Hills, which was the beginning of Brea.

Tongva Ki home

FIRST NATION - NATIVE AMERICAN PERIOD

* The Tongva Native Americans go back 3,500 years in Southern California. The Tongva
inhabited approximately 4,000 square miles, which included the Los Angeles Basin and
the Southern Channel Islands. Along with neighboring the Chumash Indians, the Tongva
were the most powerful indigenous people to inhabit Southern California. Brea was
within the ethnographic boundaries of the Tongva people. They built houses named “ki,”
pronounced “key.” (see picture) Tongva, which means “people of the earth,” are now
called the Gabrielino Tongva Mission Tribe, as originally referred to by the Spanish,
because of their involvement in the San Gabriel Mission in the 18th Century. The
Tongva utilized the La Habra Valley for hunting and gathering food, supplies, and
medicinal herbs for the sustenance of the tribe.

Mission San Gabriel, 1832
SPANISH PERIOD
* July 29, 1769. On their famous march from San Diego to Monterey, Don Gaspar
de Portola, along with Jose Antonio Yorba, crossed the Santa Ana River and arrived at
the mouth of Brea Canyon, just north of the future Brea townsite. That night they made
their camp with a group of seventy friendly indians thought to be from a nearby Tongva
village called Pomoquin, located near todays Brea Canyon cut-off road. In 1932, a
monument to honor Portola’s famous visit was place next to Brea Canyon Road, by the
Native Daughters of the Golden West. During the time from 1769 to 1850, the area was
under Spanish/Mexican control through the Rancho system.

MEXICAN PERIOD - RANCHO SYSTEM

* About 250 years ago, one of the results of Portola’s exploration was the claiming of
Alta California for New Spain. When Mexico won independence from Spain in 1822,
the territory of Alta California came under Mexican rule and Mexico issued land grants,
called Ranchos. Brea was part of two land grants and a parcel of land that had not
been granted to any of the Ranchos.

=

Portola Momument
in Brea Canyon, 176¢
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The Big Game - Brea Bowl Field

BIG GAME DAY
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31, 1924

BASEBALL!

Walter Johnson i

Packieg lor the Asabeim Els

Babe Ruth

|

Pachag lar Reth ABSun

KEN WILLLAMG TUFFY TYRELL

BUNE JOHKSON JINT ALSTIN

um WURE ELLS
VET McCELLAN SAM W. CRAWFORD

AND OTHER MAJOR LEAGLE STARS

Brea Bowl ~

e BREA, CALIFORNIA .

. Friday, 2:30p.m.,0ct.31

|
M&-.mammmummm :
Ocher. Asspens Asabaan B, Mo, 145 vl




Brea Grammar School, 1922 - Laurel School, 1916- Brea High School, 1927

PURELSchool , BRER L.




Brea Nike Missile Base - 1958 to 1971
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Early Brea - 1914 and 1920

: -y y T R

-3 S RPN ™S D PR 8 g
Pomona Avenue (Brea Boulevard) runs through the midle of the picture above, with the Brea (Kinsler) Hotel shown at upper righ.

VIEW OF BREA 1914

‘:5” a:zer:: *‘:Jh": right to left in the picture below. The Dalaney Building with its lat roof is located in the upper right, and the two-story Seweil Building is in the cent
“a:’ ok La Habra Valley Bank on the southwest comer of Pormona Avenue and Ash Street. Notice the newly bullt homes on the right. The small shack in f
center between the bank and the Delaney Building was the first volunteer fire depariment.

POMONA AVENUE, circa 1920

Looking north on Pomona Avenue, loday called Brea
Boulevard, you can see Brea Grammar School, now called
Brea Junior High, in this circa 1920 “Main Streel” scene



Stewart Tank Farm, 1926 — s
" Fire and Sword Revenge Attempt to Kill Mussolini|
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M Gma|| Brea Museum & Historical Society <breamuseum@gmail.com>

Topic - Bullet points - page in book for picture
1 message

Tim Harvey <timharvey887@gmail.com> Thu, May 25, 2017 at 2:17 PM

To: linda@breamuseum.org .
Cc: Tim Harvey <timharvey887@gmail.com>

Testing this process 4

Please add bullets and/or edit these[d

| can help by looking for pictures on the selected book pages or it may be easier with your organizational system??4
Location of these picture in the power point would be by tour location, at least for most of them. &

Native American - Tongva Indians (picture Ki house page 1)

*Tongva means "people of the earth"

* lived in the area for 5,000 years

* Helped build the San Gabriel Mission and were renamed Gabrielino-Tongva Indians

Portola Monument (page 2) Spanish Period (eritcted by the native daughters)

* Don Gaspar de Portola visited Brea Canyon in 1769

* the expedition passed through Brea/Fullerton on their way north

* they later established the San Gabriel Mission located in present-day San Gabriel

* Portola was appointed Governor of Las California which included Baja and Alta Califonia, from 1768-1770

The Mexican Period, 1769 to 1850 (page 3)

* The Mexican missions and Rancho systems were major influences in Alta California
* The largest land grant in the Brea area went to Pacifico Ontiveros

* the were ranchers that focused on cattle

*Basque Sheep Ranching to Farming to Oil

Sent from my iPad
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inhibitors and alloys. The researchers also provided welding technique evaluation and
equipment failure analysis to improve facility design and safety.

Environmental Protection -

In all of its operations, domestic and foreign, Unocal has been committed to protecting
the environment. Union is a leader in the development and installation of environment
protection processes, techniques and equipment. Union research developed a method
for preventing gasoline vapor losses during filling of gasoline tank trucks, and dedicated
it to the public to use without charge.

Union-developed petroleum refining processes, which are used woridwide, have
reduced pollution of the atmosphere by sulfur and nitrogen compounds through removal
of these compounds from the oils as they are processed.

Union research has also developed or shared in the development of several processes
9BSRP, BSR/Selectox, Unisulf and Selectox) for removing sulfur compounds, which are

objectionable air pollutants, from a variety of refinery gases, natural gas and geothermal
steam.

Patents and Licensing

Unocal commenced research activities scarcely a year after its founding in 1890, and in
1951, opened a modem laboratory facility on this site. Valuable discoveries in the fields
of oil & natural gas exploration and production techniques, refining processes,
petrochemical and agricultural chemical products, gasoline and lubricant formulations,
specialty graphite and carbon products, mining and mineral extraction methods, and
altemative energy processes were protected by patents and trade secrets.

Unocal's Patent and Licensing Department helped hundreds of scientists obtain patents
to protect their inventions. At the height of its research activity in the 1980's, Unocal
annually maintained between 1,000 and 2,000 active U.S. and foreign patents. Nearly
fifty researchers obtained more than 20 U.S. patents, and eleven were granted more
than 50. One research chemist, Dr. Donald C. Young, obtained 196 U.S. patents, the
most by any Unocal employee in history.

Many of the discoveries and inventions developed by Unocal scientists were licensed for
use by other companies. Over the years, Unocal technology was licensed for use by
companies in 26 countries throughout the world.

The Science and Technology Division has a group which flicenses technology developed
at Union to other companies or institutions. Over the past 20 years the group has sold
licenses for our excellent technology to many firms in 26 countries throughout the world.
Income from this activity is substantial.

A group of patent lawyers and supporting personnel is located at the Research Center
for obtaining protection of the Division's mventions and developments with patents. The
group also assists the licensing people in contracts and agreements with other
companies. While Union may occasionally purchase a license from others, the ratio of
licenses sold to licenses bought is more than 10 to 1. Currently Union holds more than
1400 active patents.



sm«-mnmwm-nmmmpmmmmuu
' patents. During 1982, Science and

memwmwamldwmmm. During the
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BREA HISTORIC TOUR GUIDE,
with historic pictures and narrative describing
sites and events.

*

BREA HISTORY TIMELINE

*RECOMMENDATIONS AND INFORMATION ABOUT ADDITIONAL INTERESTING DOCENT
GUIDED OR SELF GUIDED TOURS

— Brea Art in Public Places

-— Brea Museum

-—- Olinda Oil Museum

- Distinguished Brea Athletes Wall of Fame at the Brea Sports Park

-—- Historic Home Tour
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From: dschweltzer dschweitzer@prodigynet &
Subject: History Day 2015
Date: May 15, 2015 at 1:58 PM
To: Tim Harvey timharveyB887 @gmail com

Tim,
Here's the info. you'll need for History Day. See ya then

Thanks!
Don

1]

HISTORY DAY SCHEDULE -
FANNING.DOC

7]

MARIPOSA.DOC

HISTORY DAY SCHEDULE -
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THEN AND NOW

}'! "
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THE BREA SPIRIT

During my research on Brea history, the “Brea Spirit” was a constant from the begenning. Thereis a
common thread which is simply the act of people working together for a common good. The process
of business, local government, leaders, organizations and regular Brea citizens cooperating with each

other for the benefit of the larger community.

The “Brea Spirit” is a vibrant, reenergizing, flexable hybrid of unparalleled cooperation that has been
a positive influence on Brea and its citizens over the years and has helped us meet common
economic, social and cultural needs and aspirations. A byproduct of the Brea Spirit is that we have
had and still hav%ayom and Pop 'small town community feel ,that we really should have outgrown.
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We have provided you a timeline of events in the back of this guide booklet. Please take the time to

look over some of the significant events that occurred in our history. Stepping back through the

decades will remind you of how far we have come,and, how-far-we-stit-have-to-go. The challange for
all of us is to maintain the “Brea Spirit” that has helped\ts build this unique community.

— " Y OuR Lrmitieen FRRWML
Tim Harvey, Brea Historical Society



Early Brea - 1914 and 1920

L)

|

|
: A 3 R T 2 ~ o f
L aatl Ji Tk

-

Pomona Avenue (Brea Boulevard) runs through the middie of the picture above, with the Brea (Kinsler) Hotel shown at upper right.

VIEW OF BREA 1914

Ash Street runs right to left in the picture below. The Delaney Buiding with its flat rool is located in the upper right, and the two-story Seweil Building is in the cente
attached to the La Habra Valley Bank on the southwest comer of Pomona Avenue and Ash Street. Notice the newly built homes on the right. The small shack in th
center between the bank and the Delaney Building was the first volunteer fire department.

POMONA AVENUE, circa 1920

Looking north on Pomona Avenue, loday called Brea
Boulevard, you can see Brea Grammar School, now called
Brea Junior High, in this circa 1920 "Main Street” scene



Stop ___ BREA'S “MAIN STREET started out as Pomona Avenue and is now called Brea
Boulevard. The gefinition for boulevard is a broad thoroughtare. You can easily see that these

early pictures do not show the boulevard we have today.

POMONA AVENUE
circa 1920

Looking north on Pomona Avenue, today called
Brea Boulevard, you can see Brea Grammar
School, now called Brea Junior High, in this circa
1920 “Main Street” scene

Photo taken just north of Birch Street and Pomona Avenue (Brea Boulevard) intersection, looking north. The Red Lantern
Theatre and the Craig Building on the east side of the street are visible, circa 1920s




' - Thi i hings have changed over the
Stop __ FARRELL'S ICE CREAM PARLOR - This store is new but thi _
years. The southwest corner of Brea Blvd. and Birch Sreet had Peterkin Meat and Ice Cream in 1911,
the Congregational Church in 1915 and The Olifield National Bank in 1928. Plegse see pe|ow fora
flashback picture of the Oilfield Bank. Make sure vou read the caption for more information.

m... - =
OILFIELDS NATIONAL BANK

In 1928, when Oilfields Bank was constructed, it was the largest and costliest building in Brea. Located at Brea Boulevard and Birch
Street, this bank served as a local landmark for some 65 years.

i i i i i i il I of wood. In 1834,
Attention to detail made it a showplace of local design, with carved moldings, stamped ceilings, and the extensive use 4
the bank absorbed its rival, First National Bank, and reorganized as Oilfields National Bank. Between 1975 and 1991, economic
consultants Gobar Associates maintained offices in the bank.

Stop __ OLD NAVY - On the northeast corner of Brea Bivd and Birch Street we have Old Navey
today. In 1922 the Central Garage & Ford agency was located there. The Bergman Garage was
popular in 1925-31 and Daugherty Chevrolet in 1941. Check out the transit bus parked there.

BERGMAN’'S GARAGE




Stop _ THE SEWELL BUILDING (1914) AND BREA BAKERY - SAM'S PLACE were both located
on the west side of Brea Blvd between Birch Street and Ash Street.

THE SEWELL BUILDING

Brea City offices were housed on
the second floor. You can see the
City Engineer sign.

This two-story brick commerdial buiiding was constructed in 1914. One year earlier, a single-story 1911 Sewell Building on the same site
was destroyed by fire. The newer. larger Sewell structure had a simple design with a series of five commercial store fronts on the ground
floor. and paired. double-hung windows across the second story.
BREA BAKERY
(SAM’'S PLACE)

This small two-story structure was built
and occupied in 1911 by George
Schuppert, the new town baker, seen
below. A unique feature of the bakery
was the brick oven at the rear of the
establishment.

In the 1930s, a cale occupied this space.
In the 1940s, Sam Landa became the
proprietor and operated a bar here until
h