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NIKE BASE 

In 195a a Nike base was •etablished in the Puente hills to 

the north of Brea.: Thirty two acres were leased from Shell 

011 company. The facility consisted of 24 buildings and 3 

missile silos. It wae designated ae an operation mieeile· 

facility:at combat preparedness, 
The moat prominent building was a large tracking or search 

radar where enemy- aircraft is picked up. The bat eared monster 

was called an "A-Bar". Prior to 1964 the Ajax missiles were 

used, then a change was made to Hercules. 

When in full production, the base had 129 Battery Members, 

39 personnel on drill status who took 2 weeks of training a 

year plus 90 full time employees. The payroll was $1,000,000 

a year. The Canine Corps or guard dogs guarded the base by 

night. Three head of sheep were acquired to ~raze and keep the 

wild grass down after a fire in 1970 scorched some of the build-

ings. ,I, 

The base was closed June 30, 1971. In 1973 Brea acquired 

the site and planned to use i~ as a recreational park area. 

But in 1985 the city gave up its claim, deciding it would be 

too costly since a highway would need to be built in addition 

to development and upkeep. 
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Cold War 
1emnant 

Is Being 
Destroyed 

· History: Nuclear mi~le 

base near Brea is one of frw 

left in Southland. At one 

time, there had been J 6. 

BrH.G. REZA 
T,-MES STAFF U'RITER 

The~, werE> America's first sen­

tries in the Cold War, built on hill­

tops and in Southland neighbor­

hoods in an era when "duck and s 

cover" was a classroom drill and 

children learned to recognize the a 

flash of a nuclear explosion. t 

~ign to h Plniftet Missile site8-Grows 

I •• ............. ::;~----. ;f'J .. 
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Now, one of the last of 16 Nike 

missile sites dotting Orange and 1 

la An8eles counties is being de­

tbis month. 

' lleitae, built (ll two~ in 

1be Puente Hills near Brea, bad 

D@IJ{Ji!1$'6 I LD,~flD!s ' 

Brets Nike missile ajte, which housed nucl~ar wameads duri_ng the Cold War, fs lJeitC demolisbed. 

,·• 

' L ,.. 
.,, ,. , , 

r./ll7..,, hue<, magazines. each about 20 

feet deep from which nvssiles-both 

Ajax and Hercules-could be 

brought to the surface and launched. 

"We1"e destroying a little bit of 

history. . . ., "said Glenn D. Barin, 

an engineer With Montgomery 

Vatson Constructors, a Pasadena 

Jmpany hired by the National 

'Ik Service to do the demolition. 

When the job is completed this 

1th, the federal government will 

the land over to a local gov­

rental agency, possibly for a 

lngeles County Sheriff's De­

?nt training facility. 

lY, most of the missile sites 

e, their rem nan ts stripped 

"dentity that made them 

of a more frightening time. 

o decades-from 1954 to 

y Pncircled the Los An­

n in a "Rini! of Supt>r­

., to prott1-rt thf rt>gion / 

\i;m bombt>rs. 
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nately, it did not, but Evans sai.d 
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Nike missile sites were part of an air defense system designed to protect that as a precaution, "many, many 

such key industries as aerospace, ship building, transportation and people" living nearby in the Pitts-

communications, as well as military installations in the Los Angeles area. burgh suburb were evacuated 

Ten of those sites, including two in Orange County, had nuclear warheads. while troops checked for radiation. 

The A,rmy offered little or no in­

formation about the sudden evacu­

ation, but "nobody really com­

plained," Evans said. 

There were close calls in 1.-0s An­

geles too. In 1966, a brush fire in 

1.-0s Pinetos, near Newhall, claimed 

11 lives and came dangerously 

close to destroying the Nike site 

where nuclear missiles were based. 

. : IL-~ The soldiers doubled as firefighters 

• SOUTH EL .... . and repelled the flames just yards 

. • _---1!~~~~~ .J.tl 
from the base's perimeter. 

aqJ lOJ 3Jql?l Wiifet§. 
A 1959 Army report about the 
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211 Nike sites throughout the 
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country recounted the difficulty 

'8~ inoqn JGELES r- · that military authorities had in ac-\ 

a u~ quiring land from cities and private; 
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• SENTRY DUTY - Guarding l h e 
.l~\lf\Ching fl,fea is SP -t R o y 

;Meadows. The highly classified ar­
ea Is al.so guarded by trained uugs 

wh1l'!1 Llfla<:k Oil,,. 11111.i11CL Thi• <lo~;::; 
a1,• 1,c11·1w111.idy t:il,~11\e tu,· 11ighl 
11111,· .,,-1111·y du1y. 
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A-BAR - A fa.milinr sight to the 
people of Bt·ea is this ultimate but• 
t e1-y acquisition (search) radar 
\\'liidl c~n see.n s~rµung the ski~ .... 

-.-:---, ,.....,._..,._..,..--•·-............... 
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from its hUltop I)t't-ch. The bat--eared 
mon.---tt'l' ~~ll.)\t' is l'l\'.loo thoa> "A-Bar· 
by tho Nike mt>n. 
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14JSSll,E FIRm<;; AR.EA- Here is the area from 

,w}l\clL~ ffl!_ ~~.:.!_t ~ike Base, carefully 

protected by uarbed wire fence and guardedfpy 
Canine Corps. ..-.a..~.-.-.L 
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CONTROL BOARD - Het-e are technicians at 
Nike Base control board from whicb dltectiaos, are 
siven. 
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CANINE CORPS SUIT • • Here is suit_-...·om by-

~gets'. some • lnst~ctions_ ._ from Capt.\ H~wa1-d G. 
"'Cbr\st, battalion commander of th~ Na~onal Guard 
1 at'the Nike Base. In the backgroµnd ls the launch• 
; 1rg ~rea for the missiles which defend the Los An• 
'--geles area -~~!3.:!,~t eperpr, ai.t,~-~-q~;,: • _ ...,: __ ~. -· Canine Corps u·ainers at Nike Base~ - - ~· ..... 
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DOUBLE CHECK-- PFC George Bauder, left, 

1£ets· some instructi.ons from Capt. Howard G. 

~<;:,l)rist, battali9ll CQmmander of the National Guard 

~at'the Nike ~se. In the background is the launch-

l.ng7area for the missiles which defend the Los An· 

gel:,_s_a.:~~i~~!~~.1 air a~ack. _ _., 

CANINE CORPS St.TIT - Here is suit.. worn by 

Canine Corps trainers at ~ike=-=Ba=se=-:.------
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COM~DER -:- • 4st commander of the 

• Nike 8-se is Lt. Michael, Robertson standing at 

sign•_ ln fro~ of. or~erly room. Base boasts ''E" 

--~~or ~~l~e~c.t e<:>D:1b,at .P.~~p~redness. _ 

1 'l) 

18ase Closin~ Marks ,End of Era 
By VA\IE TAYI.OR 

News Tribuuc Writer 

BREA - Su111eb11dy asked 

the officers ill the i\.ike BJ:-ic 

lf there w;i~ going to be ;iny 

fornwl deactivatwn n:rcnlOi•Y 

on .J u11e 311. 
L t. Ma:hael Hoberlson, 

co1111nandc:r 01 t.ltc base, re­

plied, ''No." 
B u t a11othcr officer re­

marked with a sad smile, 

"We had one last night." 

He refeJ'fed to the an­

nouncement made late Wed• 

nesday by the Pentagon that 

the Brea base was one of 

• h a I !-dozen California sites 

being deactivated at the end 

of this fiscal year. 
The former battery com­

mander at the base, now Maj. 

Howard Christ, Buena Park, 

once told the Brea Rotary 

Club that the payroll of tile 

base was $1 million a year. 
UHIU, STATUS 

The I.Jase had 129 battery 

members including 39 person­

nel who were on drill status, 

who took two weeks of train­

ing onc.:e a year, and 90 full­

time employes. 
"We will make every effort 

to relocate the full-time em­

ployes ( with National Guard 

uruts) wnhm the State of Cali­

fornia," said Lt. flobertson. 

He sc1id the me11 on dnll 

st;,tus will he transferred t,i 

oll1c•r Nat11,nal CuanJ unll~-

1'1,c IJ..ise CilOll! lo B, C.J 

11111., in 1958 from Playa de! to graze the hlllsides around Corps of F,ngmeers and from 

!icy, and became a National the base and keep the grass them wlll go back to Shell. 

<;11.,rd unit in 1964. from reaching heights which The base was activated 

1'1 eviously, it was a Umtcd could contribute to fire dan- here ln 1~58, and became Na-

S1;11cs Army unit. ger. . tional Guard In 19M. 

Lt. HolJcrr"'on e.xplained SHEEP TO GO WON AWARDS 

1 l1c1L all site material will be "Now we won't get a Its IO.year average for fir-

st!nl t~ supply cha11ue_ls ,ind chance to !ind out what will ing was 96.8 per cent, 10 an­

pc1rl will .go to u111Ls m tlus happen," he said. "We'll have nual service practice. 

area.. . to take the sheep to the sale Il won the best firing unit 

Tlus Will be through Army barn." award twice in Army Re;wn-

supply clwnnels. Nike base personnel had a al Air· Defell$e Command; 

REMAINS INTACT narrow escape last fall when . was second and third one 

The rest ~f the Ai_r D~fense flames from . a grass fire ti~e l:ach, In the years since 

System, wl11ch remams intact, flickered near the base. Em- bemg 1n Brea. 

\viii receive some of µie sup- . bers set fire. to-a:)trlck, that l'he battery•·1n "lhe past 

plies. ::. , • • .Robe~n was driving.· Some seven years was second in the 

Il was explained ·that·· the --of -the bu i 1 dings were western region five out o1 

Stanton Nike Base remains, "scorched," said one Nike seven years. . 

one of six which pr1>tect the • ba4e member. • . • _ It had Ajax missiles prior 

metropolitan Los Angeles But now these' experiences to..."1964. then switched to Nllte 

_ area. Deactivation of • the a\'t part of a vanl$hlng instal- Hercules. 

Brea Nike Base, actually lo- laUon- llke the .lll~e521 founda- Now the Brea "C" Bat~ry. 

cated in Los Angeles County, tion~· which will, soon exist •l!1 Battalion. 251 Artillery, 

will reduce by one o! the Los when the base is abandoned. will become pa.rt of local area 

Angeles sentinels. In times like these, history history along with the short-

There ;ire thl'ee National i!i often recalled. The base, lo- Jived Brea Airport and the 

Guard facilities of this type in - cated on 46 acres leased from baseball field where Walter 

the L.A. area. Shell Oil Co., will have its Johru:;on pitched against Babe 

Speaking of sentinels, the land returned to the Army Ruth. 

g u a r d dogs which . were - • • ... • • • • -- -- - • - • • - -

trained at the base, Will re-

turn to Lackland Air Force 

llc1se in Texas where they will 

be ser,t to units where there 

is a shurtage of dogs. 
Anc.l su111c other animals 

wrll have to be disposed of. 

Appruprwlely named, Chief 

Wanant Officer Edward Sor-

r uw. bought rive head of 1 

:,lit:t:Jl alwul three weeks ago• 

II 
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SINTitY OOG-- Sentry dogs at the • 

base will among the inhabitants leaving • 

tll deacuwtion. of ,the base of June ~o. They 

go to Lack.land Air Forte Base, Tex., ,for 

suuunenc......-. ... , 
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IEIIID 9F A $11,O-0fficiols toke one last look at the missile silo which is being filled ot pork site. 
L..:.- -.. _ ,; _...._ ........ • • , 'I'lmesphotoabyJacklSoettaer 

. . •• , . .,; ... . -·· --· ..... . 

1$REA - The OraJlJe Co~;.l'ransit VUitnct microbus 
lc;fll ... along a.wtDding;oail.in the Puente Hills, past 
•~ Holstein cows and working oil w~ 
•:• .. :the bua rounded a bend at the top of a 1,500-foot 
.-,..uver-.baired Brea Mayor Sam Cooper pointed to his 
lriab\ i!Uld enthuaiasti~y proclai.Iped: ''There's Catalina 
llland. What a sight!" • 

The Ilia.bl: waa mQre than Cat.aJ.i,na. It took in the vast 
Q( Orange County, ~-~e way to the sea and a 

~partiartof LosAngeles County to the north. 
.. ,._Qioe.-~ bus and another just lil~e it 'lad 

E t)io;.i~ of the abandoned 32-acre 1Jil,e Missile 
111·tietng f,l:IUll(onnfld l>Y the Seabeeli into a city 
-•yle »,rk- . ' " ' . 

.• • ~t pbafo of that conversion has been c:ompleted. 
UJU. ia-v,by city offic:iai,. officers of the Naval Mobile 

~lion Battalion 16 of Loa Alamitos and media 
~t.atives ~d gathered on the majestic hilltop where, 1 

.au.clllt.d&J,.yCll.qn,~_~er, _ .... 

There W<-1S a bntf cernmo11y nt: ... r a paruauy tllleo m1::.s111:: 

silo. Mayor Coop,•r, City Manager Wayne Wedin and 
Seabt:cs Comdr. Lawrence H. Burks took turns at the 
microphone. 

Wedin praised the Seabees. saying their efforts soon will 
ptake the eight-year dream of a park a reality. He took note 
<>f "the unfettered, spectacular view of Orange and Los 
Angeles counties." The site is in Los Angeles County, five 

imiles from !lie Brea City Hall. 
Then there was a tour of the old base which, at one time. 

provided Brea with the t>est protection of any city in the 
United States, according LO Army officials. 

In 1968, Nike-Hercules Battery C, stationed on the 
hilltop, eaptured its fourth award in 10 years for accurac_y 
and efficiency m test-firing its missiles . 

Whal 1ias1cally has been accomplished in the first-phase 
or the proJect is the elimination of safety hazards. Of the 29 
bwldmgs on the slLe, 28 have been demolished and cleared 
away. Two of thrcenussile silos have been Cilled with 

.debrhl and d1rL The third QitQ IS nearly filled. 

CEREMONY IN BREA . 

l;~:",ft,,,se,',~h9w•rg 
Siglj§;to.f a :Pa.rk~-,. 

. : .. , I 
• ,; JJilACKBOET'l'NER 

n-lteffwr-
• -- .. ..ii.....-...t-.- .... ... _ • ....,....,.... 

Metal h.is been.plvaged by an Orange company. One 
major hl,lfdle remaJns. however - what to do with huge 
chunks of coocrete that once wer,_Jhe foundationa pf the 
barrac~. . • , , 

The Seabees do rjot have the equipment to cruah the 
concrete slabs. ThQ city is think.ins about buying a piece of 
machinery to do It. ;, • 

Nev~rtheless, Rqn l,folendyke, city dJrector of com­
munity services, ha,!l a goo4 wo~ for the reaidenta of north 
Orapge ~unty whq~e~. ·ous to uae the fadlicy. 

'1'h~ ¢ty expec~ to n the paz:k on a reservaUon basis 
this ~er," 1'9lendy , said. "lf."'R)J.l be used on week-

·:=s ~1}3?-1~• Girl~ YMCA 
1'.~at we11 hav-: h~ fs a m\J(:h-needed c.amping aite. 

There'll be riding and hildng and outdoor education. We're 
working-on another access road that will connect to Brea 
'Canypn Road." .,· • • •· .• • . 
• ~t p~nt,'the~I?lY ~d into th~ park site isp1rough the 
Shelloilfields. . .~;- • • 

The hired R~lion Systems.of Fullerton to 
~p~thel)ltl'k. ' • • : • • • . 

Creating a park on a site that once bristled with high­
powered weaponry-has been a Jong uphill struggle. . -

With the help of:thl;n Rep:Charles Wiggina CR-Fuller­
ton). tlle city·was in ~-the former Nike 
Missile Base at t19' coat in '1973~ Acquisition WU made 
through the White House Legacy of Parka program. . 

'rhe ·main concjiUon for acquisition was that the cil.Y 
make pie site availablefor public recreation. -

•· Vandals periodically had invaded the remote area, 
shcttYtJing wmdowe ~d splintering some of U. bwl~ 

City officials-first t11rned to the U.S. Army Reaerve 
Fo~ to help apeviate the huarda and clear the lite b­
park purposes. But the Army units did not have tbe capa .. 
bµities to perform the task. 

The council then wrote a letter to President Carter and 
soon got a response from the Reserve Naval Coostzuctioo 
Force Command In Kansas Cicy. 

The job of site clearing fell to Reaerve Naval Construc­
tion Battalion 16 (Seabees) at Los Alamitos. under CODldr. 
Marvin C. Wallingford. • 

The battalion's mis&on is to pco~ a atilled crew that 
cap be moblliaed for nalional ~ergenc1ea or natural 
disasters. The Ni~e s.ite proved an excellent. training 
ground. 

Walllngfot<J ea1d, '1'hese ptqje(,ts not only serve the 
. ' ----- ..... . .. 

m 

LAST TIME AJIOUND-P•1.ous attwac5ug ocr~ 
.ceremony dimb ueps to~ t0Undianon tor a 
radar installation t>.fore SlTUc:t\6'e is demoiahec. 

-· 

commumty, but PZO'flde.-,..,..aN,e ~eam t:amac t!te 
Seabees.. nus eobanca ci. t.u,trc·, mnt,,fi'laor:lll :e11:1. 
nesa.." 

Master Chief Pett),'0mcer At Sda0a OictPtc:y 
Offiett ~lie ... been ~=---gf cJW 
project_ - ~·- - ---. 

Bre.has31)e!lt$6.329QDtbe~ce. t!les.,';; •~ 
put Ul 7.200 "Joura ;it C Wi liHl"Ct walw ol miJ00 taiq 

craocs. dlalll ~fodc!dl:» lD 
procaa. ·~ -
OliYofflciala-.:,~.,... t~ 

me,it wol4.ld-be abcait.~ ftaii, _.....,.,...l:t-e-. 
money aved. tlle ciU- l:11 ...... tbe Staci cm • 
$82.000. - !< - - - s .. 

~~-bll:k~~--tbt .... -'>Qr;), 
H&ll.axtthe~=.•.-tle at._:cm 
accompbahedv.hen • ~-~~~for 
&pl"'tolbe~ol }1$b 

C't)oper-sudtha&.---U. ClpGIIA ..... 1!ba..,..IDClnt 
reeervauoo NQUCal ~-.. 01D lMalk -n.bJd at -l 
faclllt.Ybu~~'W~ .. b.t~ 
- -- -- - - - - - - -- - -
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/ ':' ·Pha$e I·Nike Site Park Renovation Unvetfed,.~ ._::~: 
f <ti • "(. • .,. \ • t• ,. 

I 
• • .:.. ,. " • 

• ... . ,- • .. ., • ._ • • 

;. '··· .·By T.R. HONAN __ ... : :·, ·vation'.: • •• • 1 The park would most likely be- asapicnickJri°and.exploringsite Seabees had put i~ a "re~arka- grateful .. 'ns. city itNlt has ex-

• _;. • • DSP Staff Writer:_ .:~ ·.•' . • : On •~and along with_ city offi- come a spot for overnight camp- on a dail~f&. , • • . .. :'. , ble amount of wo~k,. at the site. pended. aa ~ti.mated $8,330 on_: 

; BJlEA -·For •many of .the,·. ctals wel1! repres~ntatlves fro~ ing by area youth groups as well Mayor Sa'm·~ooper said the. for which the city was very the .ProJect,. 111 mem and man 

; newer' residents of the Brea • • the Reserve Naval Construction . , . • • • ,, • , ' • ,.,. hours.. .. The cooperation we have • 

, community .. ta)~ of the Nike Site •. - Battalion ·Sixteen, more com- lru,o-~:;.:1-_;•, • '• ' • • •. : •. "f. ; __ :·r)rf.:7-'! ~- t'~ ~· ~.,.: .. received is just temific and we-. 

/
,can',l>ci.confusing,· w~th-people. manly kno~n as the SE:abees. ·:_I;,/:;:-.,.~~•"-.:'-~, ... · .. :'? _ • .. • • • ~· -~·.( '•,.~· - -~, ,·.• know it.._will provide cowitlesa 

oft.ernm1n.1re~h~reit1sloc;ated, •.. The ~attalaon, based an L_os ·, ·;~'\-·-: •-.:-~~'Z~~f~;,;""'··'· • 
hoursofenJoymentto~public., 

:or even ~hat 1t •~ (or was>. ._ Alamitos, has _worked_at ~he site •··iZ •-f ..,:tt.~ ~i1: ".~:f"J:~.!~~- , . 
tor yeau to come.•· Cooper 

f •'Jllo$e whq havE? been around a ·on _w~ekends, demohshang re- -.-~'*--·:-..,'' ~:.~~~·~~ 7:,;i.-._1!!";f , 
noted. 

'Ji"" longer reme~ber the Nike· _ maamng ~tr~ctu~es and filling in ~~__:. ........ :-:- ~<.._._,i.. . _---:... _..:-.:~".f:-':.~-$ . 
The 'battalion is commanded 

tSile,:)ocated 1r, the hill~ north of empty m~ssale sa~os. . . t~ -.:~~;;.. r:. .):;.°'! \~- ~-.,..,.~~: .. ._..,..,. byMarvinC.. Walling!ord~:be-. 

JCentral Avenue, ~hen It ."'.as ·an . According to city off1c1als, the '(), p {,5. _ ),/..1, ~;: '-:::~.:.:., ..,_,. , __ . __ ·-· "',.-~ _ work on. the site was supervued 

operatJorJal ml1.s1le facd1t~ at· ;~abees have expended approx- ~,:~- 4:-~l c;. ;~,f··~.h ~. < 1 :.t~-1:: c~ ~•. ~, •: by ~laster.Petty officer cbief Al.. 

1 combat ready preparedness, The •• unately 7,200 hours of work. val- : • ,,~-'!~ {. ;-;:~_:f. -~ .:--.. ·_ • .,, " ":.;~, ~ • • • Nelson and Cuef Petty Off:,cer 

army pull~d ~ut of the_site_y~ars '· ued at $~,000, in addition to t~e ; . -:':t,_=1; _ ~:..-.,{. t:. -~-~- ._.. .. .:/:~ "-':L·~i: tt-:.-:~i ~·': f'/4111~~ ·- >Mm;;;t0ooner_ -- - • 

,~1~1tndlheC1tyofBreaacquire4_ "· PS~~f U:Je1r heavy work machm• ~!lifl~ ;;,-- - ::-·,:.''·"'.'.: !· -~-~~,::," -~ .~- , -1'be3%~acresitei.slocacedona 

1t 1q J9~3._fo
1
r ddeveloprnen~ as_a_~ ,dery1 sue~ aks a 4 :.·ton crane and ,!:·· ·:!/.:.::;;.;, • >,.._,---..;·.:~;~~-~. ,_ ·hilltop approxirnare!y l.400 feet 

recreatio~ an park~- •l' •. ' ••• , ump ,true s. . . . . . , . 
~--,-~ high _ _, eo-.~-..- , •Cher 

LastFr1dayafternoon_a_grqup···.,:. Ron'Molepdyk,·community ;,; l.r-'---
, ·••--.·--

--~A[~., sc::earwe.___...,.= 

. of dignitaries .a~d reporters -: ! .services director, noted the city _ r ,, 
• • 

afforded a view encompa>, 

~ethefive_-lll;iletripuptothe ·=._. had investigated many different ~.i.t-f:fj.,:~:~ ... ;'f._ . ~N~I.. • ,·,,;:. , Vl,llMIILI sed far- ~y Catalina ____ _ 

. iii. to hold a' presa conference: •• uses for the site, i~cluding using ,l:rJ..1-·· --~\- <; ·;·~~, ... 

tmarking completion of the first'· the missile silos· as possible ... , .. ~\-.'.~,. :•:-.:.i,,-··,: 

• phase of the future park's .reno- • !DUseums. Molendyk noted the ~r,!- \<;_\:>,~~-.\ . 
4

_._, .................... ., • •... , •• _ ~- • ' city was frustrated in these at- •::, '.1h•.e.::..:.-.•:.:. •{:-t•. ~-- ~~t.1f({'li't ~~~~ij.~;i,i 
............. 

H ,L • ,- .. ,i, -.-

• tempts through what he termed :'.:~~>-·-::. -_;.~,.•-.:, .' 

"federal guidelines," restricting • \ i~•:\J~: ·~f'..: ~. . 
.. • .I._ - • • • • ,. :f, .-•>~·,- ,47'('!"f r 

development o~ the areas. The .:r•··.7J,;,; -,,,·:'.: .;'."-;.'j.•-~.t;;.;!~: 

city is presently working with the I'· •/ .. /.:r.,tV_·. '. .. - /-;~ : ';. "f '! ~-~h':;. •::t-

Fed 
~.,,.,~\~-· ... ~,1•-···/ -~-...-· -..,,,,., 

e~al Bureau of Outdoor Re- ,,,..,t+~-~>t,;;-··'-. ~~c::•:.' c~---~·-; .... fit: 

~~~:~ion o~ a master plan for the ~e;~.._ •• • '. ','£;.;:;1) ·.~~..,S)}~-

• • Molendyk noted the city hopes 
:, to include some type of commer­

cial development at the park, to 
'. help defray operating coslll. 

(Stw-...__,.__~ 

SEABEE AND THE CITY- Brea Mayor Sam Cooper, loft, and Brea City Manager Wayne Wedin listen 

as Master Chit:f Petty Officer Al Nelson describes tho work Soobees po~formed at the Nik@ Boso site. A 

prc.tu conftir.:nce rnorki11g completion of tho future park's first phase was h4;tld Friday. 
- ... .. .. - . 

,,(/. 



Phase l"Nike Si·ie--Park ~RenovatiOn -unveiled 
asapicnic~i)ndexplor\ngsite Seabees had put \n a "remarka-By T.R. HONAN 

DSP Staff Writer 
BREA - For many of the 

newer residents of the Brea 
community, talk of the Nike Site 
can be confusing, with people 
often unsure where it is located, 
or even what it is (or was). 

Those who have been around a 
little longer remember the Nike 
Site, located in the hills north of 
Central Avenue. when it was an 
operational missile facility at 
combat ready preparedness. The 
army pulled out of the site years 
ago and the City of Brea acquired 
lt ln 1973, for development as a 
recreational and park area. 

Last Friday afternoon a group 
of dignitaries and reporters 

,,made the five - mile trip up to the 
site to hold a press conference 
marking completion of the first 
phase of the future park's reno-

vation. 
On hand along with city offi­

cials were representatives from 
the Reserve Naval Construction 
Battalion Sixteen, more com­
monly known as the Seabees. 
The Battalion, based in Los 
Alamitos. has worked at the site 
on weekends, demolishing re­
maining structures and filling in 
empty missile silos. 

According to city officials, the 
Seabees have expended approx­
imately 7,200 hours of work, val­
ued at $72,000, in addition to the 
use of their heavy work machin­
ery, such as a 4 - ton crane and 
dump trucks. 

Ron Molendyk, community 
services director. noted the city 
had investigated many different 
uses for the site, including using 
the missile silos as possible 
museums. Molendyk noted the 
city was frustrated in these at­
tempts through what he termed 
"federal guidelines," restricting 
development of the areas. The 
city is presently working with the 
Federal Bureau of Outdoor Re­
creation on a master plan for the 
park. 

Molendyk noted the city hopes 
to include some type of commer­
cial development at the park, to 
help defray operating costs. 

The park would most \ike\y be­
come a spot for overnight camp­
ing by area youth groups as well 

on a dail~f&. ble amount of work" at the site. 
Mayor Sam· ~_ooper said the for which the city was very 

grateful The c1ty 1tself has n­
pended an est,mat~ 13.330 on 
the proJect in meals and man 
hours • The cooperation we have 
received is Just terrific and we 
know 1t will provide countless 
hours of enJoyment to the publk 
for years to come.·· Coo~r, 
noted. 

The battalion is commanded 
byMarvmC. WaUmgfordand~, 
work on the site was supttTiaed• 
by Master Petty officer dud Al 

.. Nelson and Clue! Petty Officer. 
l Mllhael Dooner 

,- .. ··•-..... ) 
SEABEE AND THE CITY- Brea Mayor Sam Cooperitl, and Brea City Manager Wayne Wedin lis1en 
as Master Chief Petty Officer Al Nelson describes thew rk Seabees performed at the Nike Bose site. A 
press conference marking completion of the future 's first phase was held Friday. 

The 32- acre site is located oa a 
hilltop approxunateJy 1.400 feet 
high and Fnday's clear weather, 
afforded a view that enc,+11pa• 
sed far - away Catalina. 



'END OF A. SILO-Officials toke one lost look at the missile silo which is being fiUed at pork site. 
------------ 'l'hHs, ...... ~1ad.BNttaer 

r BR&\: - TheS eomu. Transit District niicrobus I_~ crawled aloq a r roail in the Puente Hills, past 
araslDilrBollllein cows working oil wells. 

;

Mr e baa rounded a bend at the top of a 1.500-foot 
lihw-haired Brea Mayor Sim Cooper pointed to bis 

rtsbt and enthusialltically 'proclaimed: "There's Catalina 
lslimd. Wbatasight? .. 

Tile llpt was more than Catalina. It took in the vast 
'paawaliDa of Orange County, all the way to the sea and a 
goqdly partion of Los Angeles County to the north. 

Tlae nine-~ bus and another just like it bad 
l'llelllll·tbe ~e abandoned 32--=re Nike IDlll1e 

• ·a..11 bling tralllformed by the Seabees into a city 
. part. 

'l'1le tint p1ulle of that CGllYenlon bas been CCIIIIDletecl. 
tbll-- dt.Y offldall. offleera of the NaYII MabUe 

• an Bauallon 16 of Loa Alamitos and JDedla 
aw.w~oa~...-.~nere. 

'"' 

There was abrfef ceremony near a pirtially7iueo llWISUe 
silo. Mayor Cooper, City Manager Wayne Wedin and 
Seabees Comdr. Lawrence H. Burks took turns at the 
microphone. • 

Wedin praised the Seabees, saying their efforts soon will 
make the eight-year dream of a park a reality. He took note' 
of .. the unfettered, spectacular view of Orange and Losl 
Angeles counties." The site is in Los Angeles County, five 
miles from the Brea City Hall 

:l'ben there was a tour of the old base which, at one time, I 
provjded Brea with the best. protection of any city in the' 
United Stat.es, acciordiDg to Army officials. 

In 1968, Nike-Hercules Battery C, stationed on the 

r

hilltop. captured its fourth award In 10 years for accuracy 
and efficiency in tat-firin& its missiles. 

besk:aUJ' bll been accompll1bed In the tint-Phase 
of the project II fl,,! eftmtDIUM of llfety bazarda. Of the 29 
buildiDo on the-.., 28 have beeo demo.lisbedand cleared 
away. "Two d Chreelllilllle lllcJI bave bee,a filled with 

'---~.clirt.-thlnllDQisnMPlvJW. ' • ' '. 

:EREMONY IN BREA 

-B~se:Sijs,w,ng 
I 1:.. • • ·l ' , . -'' ' ·--•' 

s of .~a. Park 
I 

BY JACK BOETTNER 
TI-S--

-

I

- Metal hasbe•en salvaged by-an Orange company. One I 
major hurdle remains, however - what to do with huge 
chunks of concrete that once were the foundations of the 
barracks. 

The Seabees do not have the equipment to crush the 
concrete slabs. The city is thinking about buying a piece of 
machinery to do il 

Nevertheless, Ron Molendyke, city director of com­
munity services, had a good word for the residents of north 
O~ge County who are anxious to use the facility. 
: "The city expects to open the park on a reservation basis 
1this summer," Molendyke said. "It will be used on week­
ends by such groups as the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, YMCA 

1

andYWCA. 
·_ "What we1J have here Is a m1:1ch-needed camping site. 

1

There1J be riding and hilting and outdoor education. We're 
working on another access road that will connect to Brea 
Canyon Road." 

At present, the only road into the park site is through the 
Shell oil fields. 

I 
The city has hired Recreation Systems of Fullerton to 

master plan the park. • 
Creating a park on a site that once bristled with high­

powered weaponry has been a long uphill struggle. 
With the help of then Rep. Charles Wiggins CR-Fuller~ 

ton), the city was successful in acquiring-tbe former Nike 
Missile Base at no cost in 1973. Acquisition was· made 
through the White House Legacy of Parb program. 

i The main condition for acquisition was that the city 
make the site available for public recreation. 

Vandals periodically bad invaded the remote •~a. 
shattering windows and splintering some of the buildings. 
- City officials first turned to the U.S. Army 
Forces to help alleviate the hazards and clear the site for 
park purposes. But the Army units did not have the capa­
bilities to perform the task. 

I 

The council then wrote a letter to President Carter and 
soon got a response from the Reserve Naval Construction 
Force Command In Kansas City. 

The job of site clearing fell to Reeerve Naval Construc­
oon Battalion 16 (Seabees) at Los Alamitos, under Comdr. 

[lrfarvln C. Wallingford. 
The battalion's million fs to p~vide a skilled crew that 

[cao be moblltzed for national emergenciee or na_ tural 
{dlluten. The Nike site proved an excellent training 

~und. 
Wallingford said, "'lbe,e project, not only 1erve th_s 

_,. 

-----------
~1?73 

____ -Pet'$0n5 ottw ... ,g __ ., 
• cimb steps to inspect to..ndation. for; o 

instolotion before struc:ti.re is dernclsj wd. 

llllUly, but provide ffluable team tra:i:mQg 1w t!M­
ISeabees. This enhances the battalicm·, JJrialtrabna rid-. 
De:$S... ,I• 

Master Chief Petty Officer Al Nebaa and Ozie(_ 
Officer Michael Dooner been in of the Milt!t, 
project. ,.: "· .... '.>...... "' 

Brea bas spent$6,329on ~part~- ~Seabeea~: 
put in 7 .200 hours at an estimated:YallR o( S7%.CII» aanc 
cranes. bulldozers, dump tructs. ftnhfts and tnds mu.: 
process. 

-Cizy offlc:lals say the ttntal Ta1'ue o( the daaatled tqaip­
ment would be about $10,000. Thus. ti., ~- tlae ~m •ved th~ c~tj, by th~ Seabe-ee eta~ is msly-

luyor-Cooper, bectalloard bitbutb-tMrteuna IDat:,' 
IHan.aldtbepark.prqect_i.agooc1--..o(w_...c:an._ 
accomplished when military_ and civwan officials wort ... 
a pl "tn the aptrit ol 

Cooper aid that w~ .._ll baTe .-..; 
awervatiQn rtQllelb tun -n.~ ~..,,. kmd ol .. 
flclbb hll tleen Deeded far too loQr. -~actitd.. . 



I 

l 

1..---

INSIGNIA AT ENTRANCE of Nike Base says 
."We Aim_to Hit" 

·OOUBLE CHECK - PFC George Bauder, 1~ 
~ets some instructions from Capt. Howard G. 

:Cbrist, battalion commander of the National Guard 
Lt"the Nike Base. In the background is the launch-

1.J!g ~ea for the missiles which defend the Los An­
&e}es area against enemy air attack . .. 

CANINE CORPS SUIT - Here is suit wom bY 
Ca.nine Corps trainers-at Nib Daw. 



TRACKING RADAR - Sgt. Glenn An-

1:deiam ataDds Oil the platform of the target tzac$­

l~ at tbe Nike Bue. Enem1 aircraft• ar.t 

picked up by acquisition radar before ft gets with• 

in range. It is then transwerred to the equipment 

pictured. 

READY FOR FlRlNG 

Bue poJsed for f"U'ipg. 

)lissile a L B~ ~U. 



COMMANDER - Last commander of the 
Nike Base is Lt. Michael Robertson standing at ; 
lign in front ot . orderly room. Base boasts "E" 
for ucellence ID combat preparedness. 

r,? I 

, 

~
1Blsf! CloSillfMlrk5'ERa--orEta 

By DA VE TAYLOR Hills in 1958 from Playa del to graze the hillsides around Corps « Enplelrs IDd from 
News Tribune ~riter Rey, an~ ~came a National the base and keep the grass them will go bid lo Sllell. 

I BREA - Somebody asked Guard umt m 1964. from reaching heights which The base was activated 
the officers at tlie Nike Base Previously, it was a United could contribute to fire dan- here in 1158, and became N• 

lir there was going to be any States Army unit. .ger. tional Guard ID UM. 
formal deactivation ceremony Lt. Robertson explained SHEEP TO GO WON AWilDS 
on June 30. that all site material will be "Now we won't get a Its l~year average for nr-

L t . Michael Robertson, sent t~ supply cha_nne~ a~d chance to find out what will ing was 96.8 per cent, in &­

commander of the base, re- part will go to uruts m this happen," he said. "We'll have nual service practice. 
plied, "No." area. to take the sheep to the sale It won the best firing unit 

I But another officer re- This will be through Army' barn." award twice in Army Region-
marked with a sad smile, supply channels. Nike base personnel had a al Air Defeme Command: 
"We had one last night." REMAINS INTACT narrow escape last fall when was second and third ooe 

He referred to the an- The rest of the Air Defense flames from a grass fire time each, in the years since 
nouncement made late Wed- System, which\remains intact, flickered near the base. Em- being in Brea. 
nesday by the Pentag?n that . will rec.:ive some. of the sup- , bers set fi"!- to a.:trick· tnat- The .J)atttty Jn 'tbe pm 

( the Brea base ~as . one . of piles. _ • - • •. - . Robertson was driving. Some seven years was second in tbe 
b,~ If-dozen. Califorrua sites It was ~xplamed .-that· - of the bu i l dings were western region five out of 
bemg deactivated at the end Stanton Nike Base remains, "scorched," said one Nike seven years. 
of this fiscal year. one of six which protect the base member. 1t bad Ajax missiles prior 

The former battery co~- metropolitan . L?s Angeles But now these experiences to 1964, then switched to Nike 
mander at the base, now MaJ. _ area. Deactivation of the are part of a vanishing instal- Hercules. 
Howard Christ, Buena Park, Brea Nike Base, actually lo- lation, like the lifeless founda· Now the Brea "C" Battery. 
once told the Brea Rotary . cated in Los Angeles County, tions which will soon exist 4th Battalion. 251 Artillery, 
Club that the payroll of the will reduce ~Y one of the Los when the base fs abandoned. will become part of local area 
base was $1 million a year. Angeles sentinels. . In times like these, history ~tory along with tbe short-

DRILL STATUS There are three National is often recalled. The base, lo- lived Brea Air1)ort and tbe 
The base had 129 battery Guard facilities of this type in cated on 46 acres leased from baseball field where Walter 

members including 39 person- the L.A .. area. . Shell Oil Co., will have its Jobnsoll pitcbed against Babe 
·nel who were on drill status, Speakmg of senl!Del~, the land returned to the Army Rutlt. 
who took two weeks of train- g u a r d dogs which were • 
ing once a year, and 90 full- trained at the base, will re-
time employes. tum to Lackland Air Force 

"We will make every effort Base in Texas where they will 
to relocate the full-time em- be sent to units where there 
ployes- (with National Guard is a shortage of dogs, 
uobl) within the State of Call- And some other anim• 
fonlia," said Lt. l\Obertson. will have to be disposed or.1 

He the men on drill Approprla~y named, Chief 
status wm be transferred to Warran\ Officer Edward Sor-
other Nltionil'(J\lard units. row, bough~· ~VO hea4 of J 

1'118· l>W· came to·. Brea weeks a&~; 

SINTttY DOG. - Sentry dogs at the Nike 
base will be among the inhabitants leaving prior 
to deactivation of the base of June 30. They will 
go to Lackland Air Force Base, Tex.. for reas-
.. ;,,,.......,,,"'"''" 
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THE CIT V OF 

' 

CALIFORNIA 

CIVIC CUL ruRAL CENTER 
Number one Civic Center Circle 
Bred, callfornla 92621 
Telephone (114) 990-7600 

CITY COUNCIL 

NORMA ARIAS HICKS 
MAYOR February 2, 19 8 3 

CANEY NELSON 
MAYOR PRO TEM 

ClA~E A. BLAMER 
COUNCILWOMAN 

John D. Cherry 
Associate Regional Director 
Resource Management and Planning 

SAM COOPER 
COUNCILMAN 

RON tSlES 
COUNCILMAN 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Western Region 
450 Golden Gate Avenue, Box 36063 
San Francisco, California 94102 

Re: NIKE 29 Site--Status Report 

Dear Mr. Cherry: 

Your letter to Mr. Wedin on the above topic dated 
January 19, 1983 recently came to my attention. In 

response to that letter, please be advised that Mr. Wed 

no longer is City-Manager and that Mr. Ed Wohlenberg wi 

as.sume the position of City Manager for the City of Bre 

on February 14, 1983. In addition, subsequent to your 

discussions with Councilman Don Fox last spring, the 

composition of the City Council has changed. However, 

please be assured that the modifications to City per­

sonnel has not dissuaded the Council from its intention: 

to continue the development of a master plan for the sul 

ject site and to retain and use that site for public pa1 

purposes. 

Once Mr. Wohlenbe~g assumes his duties as City Manager, 

he will be in contact with you immediately. The develoF 

ment of the NIKE 29 site for park purposes remains of th 

h~ghest priority of the City Council of the City of Brea 

Sincerely, 

~a.~ 
Norma A. Hicks 
Mayor 
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GUARDIAN OF PEACE.-Silhouetted against a cloudy sky this giant Nike, and others like 
it, form the powerful striking force of Battery A, 933 Missile Battalion, located in the hills 

. ,_a]P.Y!'.~~~~E,2,G~~s WPJ9 ·- •:!'i' •• .,.,.,. x '.I a tPt&'ttr = lttttd#seb1trto-.i 
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:, .t:.,..:J.l..l..1.1..-\.J.L, 

-
Description of Work 
Clear & Gru) 
Concrete Removal 
Roadway Excavation 

I Furnish & Apply Water 
Untreated Rock Base • 
Liquid Asphalt (SC-2 Prime 

Ct.). • 
Plant :Mixed Surfacing 
Class ''A'" Concrete (curbs, 

gutters, etc.)· • 
Asphalt Emulsion (Pt. Bdr. & 
• Sea() 
are approximate only, being 
1rison of bids, and the County 

\- ,~ ......... :: .. ·~ . 

,.. . .. 
~~-ti-~-,. 

: . •• .,: 1$· t 

'!la.-; •.. .,.,.. .:-ai:., ,· 

, or by lmpllcatlon, agree that ------ . .. , 

IVill correspond therewith, but STUDENT LOAN . RJND of· Orange • Co.unty State presented by lester Mclennan, duG president ( sec-

ie or decrease the amount of College has been given a $100 boost by the Brea or,d from lea). L~oking on are Councilman Leo West, 

ork. or to omit portions of the· Rotary club The, c:Jub presented Dr. William longs- ~cholarship chairman for the Brea Rotarians !lea1, 

-essary by the Engineu. . '. dorf, presid~n( 0 f. the coll_ege { second from right! , and Errol Smi!h, yout~ service chai~n. The club r~-

·the money to be .used to aid a student to further his _quested t~at 1f a Brea student applied for a loan, the 

>vislons of Section 1770 of the -. stud· es at the new coUege in Fulleri(!n The check was . Rotary dub- fund b• used to assist. 
in Section ~1 ''Laws to be ob- 1 • • 

iflcations, the .Board of Super­
·neral prevailing rate of wages 
ione which shall be as follows: i 
SCALE 

Rate Per Hour* 
$3.81 
• 3.09. 

to~ ( concrete or asphalt plant) 
. • , . 3.92 

• • 3.825 

3.85 
tg, mechanical •tamping or fin. 

.p type) 

.vlng type) 
obile mixer) 
ld or wagon) 

an 

• 4.11 
3.57· 
4.21 
4.21 
3.17 

,4.40. ·. 
.3.33 

_ 3.5T 
:reet paving on:y) 2.9S 

' 3.57 
2.88 
4.11 

per , 3.33 
ruction 2.88 
1dlng any type of power blade) 

J • 4.21 
:ieumatlc and electric tools, Vl­
a.tlar mechanical toola not sep. 

~:: AERIAL KILLER The Brea Nike site is the nest of 
3.90 these 20 foof-long destroyer. The Nike missile, here be-
3.825 ing worked on in the "re-vetting area'' by these elec• 
3.92 troniCl technicians, are capable of attaining an alti-

4:075 ,--------------------------

ge) . fude of 3,000 feet in the first lhree seconds of flight. 
It seeks out, by raean• of reflected radio frequencies. 
all enem aircra~ and then dHtroys them. The Nik• 
Base holds open house every Sunday from 2-4 P. m. 

' 

ir Tamper, Scraper & Pusli to labor rnore than e_lght (8) hours during any one calendar I Democrats Plan 
• _ • _ • 4.11 day, except in cases of e~raordinary emergency c&used by 

,ater-livoi capioclty or mo,.) fir•,"- or datigef Or life or property and except as pro- , 

• d>tlJ1SlfA ,t/3~'tf'tlo: 
1f 7 er §?id J@bor C~e. The Contractor.In ____ , ___ ~A--J.·-- I

son bom to Mr. an,t Yrs. Eu-I 
gene Russell of B~rk.ley. 

RusseH, forwerlv <.'l _Brea; 

• 

. -----. 
._c:.lftS- I I 
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March 18, 1983 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

f~ IT Y 0 1!' B R E A 

Inter Office Memorandum 

Mayor and City Council 

Councilman Sam Cooper 

NIKE SITE 

A field review of the Nike Site was conducted on Thursday, March·l7, 
with Councilwoman Blamer, Commissioner Barbara Haluska, City Manager 
Ed Wohlenberg, City Engineer Sam Peterson and Acting Director of 
Corrmunity/Development Services Norm Canchola. 

Alternatives discussed: 

1) Do nothing; return land to Feds. 

2) Provide interim use on weekends and holidays for group campouts. 

a) Security transporting of groups. 
b) Liaibility Insurance. 
c) Supply portable toilets. 

3) Build road to Brea Canyon -- approximately 13,000 linear feet 
recommended by former City Engineer Milo Keith and confirmed by 
current City Engineer Sam Peterson. Cost= $1.5 to $2 million (approx.) 
Need to talk to Supervisor Pete Schabarum, Los Angeles County. 

a) Talk to local industrialists for possible help/suggestions, whatever. 
b) Talk to colleges and universities for some use. 
c) Perhaps some T. V. coverage from area stations concerning the help 

needed to get the park going should be considered. 
d) Upper and lower sites of useable land -- 22 acres. 

- Lower site - best use for any co1T111ercial. Vista view of Brea 
- Upper site - Vista view of Los Angeles County areas, also. 

I will be in touch with Lt. Commander Selvridge of the Seabees to advise 
nim that as soon as the Council makes a decision I will be in touch. 

Question -- What does the Council wish to do at this time? 

cc: Clarice Blamer 
Barbara Ha 1 uska 
Ed Wohlenberg 
Sam Peterson 
Norm Canchola SC/vh 



o r B R E A 

Inter Office Memorandum 

March 11, 1983 

TO: 

FR()1: 

SUBJECT: 

Mayor and City Council 

Councilman Sam Cooper 

NIKE SITE 

Just a quick update to let you know that I have finally been 
able to contact Lt. Commander Ross Selvidge, who is the Operations 
Officer for the local Seabee outfit in Los Alamitos. I have 
been trying to contact someone for the past four weeks and have 
finally succeeded. 

As soon as I can get some material together from our City 
Engineer, Sam Peterson, I will be back in contact with Lt. Com­
mander Selvidge to set up a meeting with all concerned; namely, 
Lt. Commander Selvidge, Mayor Hicks, Ed Wohlenberg, Sam Peterson 
and myself, to see what steps need to be taken in order to pro­
ceed with getting a road from the Nike Site. 

I will keep you advised as I progress on this. 

SC/vh 

cc: 

( 
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Dec: .. l9. 1973-Jan. l 

Nike Base a Recreational Facility 
By DAN BISHER 

Gooi Naos Reporter 
Bee.use of a Brea Girl 

Scoaas-aestionafonnerU.S. 
Army Nike missile hue will 
eoon beeome a spectacular 
park -.I ftJCl'elltioo area. 

' Tlte project began nearly 
.,.,_. a«o when Daphne 

Wollen pa I ented her idea to 
the Brea City Council. The 
Council thought enough of 
l>e.phne"s idea to appoint a 

\ -- U> study the poasi-
1:-51 iee 

: The 32 miMile hue is 
lqr:ated north of downtown 

1.400 feet abc,,ve the val-
1 
.. in the Paeate Bills. It offers 

,,a !pew..,•,i. view of most of 
Li. t':aplm and Or~ Coun-

• nj,. On a dear day one can see 
die Pacific Ocean and ea.st to 
P93 ,- ••; aorth to Hollywood 
·..-I ..ah-1o Irvine. 
•~to Ron Molen-

Chy ef Brea oommunity 
... r-ieea director. the scenic 
.,._ • nometcbed, 

• -Foraceaic value there ia no 
..... -- lib dua in Orange 

.".-idMoiendyk. 
~ylr added. -the view 
~f.arpt:-ic lNII. whet - unique 

il:4 '"'1 6e aile • ooe minute 
l~R" _,,,,...oded by the city 
people.....t the.aatmNnnte 

...,. fNm it ....... Brea 
~nlbeable-toepjoy 
: ............ ~the ·_,,,~------•open. 
, ........... 

City Manager 1Wayne We­
din has stated, ''We'd like to 
open it up as quickly as we 
possibly can." · 

There has been some dis­
cussion by the City Council to 
partially open the area for 
camping. However, no definite 
decisions have been made to 
date. 

Molendyk is presently work­
ing on a master plan to develop 
areas within the site. He said it 
would take about ten months 
to fully develop the plan. 

The new park was made 
official when the City Council 
formally accepted· the deed 
from the Army Corps of,. En­
gin_eers last summer. Accep­
tance of the deed came after 
the federal government de­
clared the base surplus land 
and the city took possession. 

Existing buildings on the 
baae are in remarkably good 
shape even though vandals 
raoaacked the area.. Most of 
the structures are of concrete 
block construction. 

Funds for developing the 
new park have come from 
varying aources including 
oounty revenue sharing fund, 
city f uodt and organizational 
oontributiona. 

Reported development C08t 
have been quite mmimal oon­
aidering the bargain the city re­
ceived "'hen it accepted the 
aite. 'nle o.-.uw property coet 
f2,6 million to aoquin, minUB 

buildings and utilities and the 
city received it for nothing ... 
to use for public benefit as a 
recreation area. The present 
budget for the site is approxi­
mately 1250,000. 

Several ideas have been ex­
pressed as to how the buildings 
on the site might be utilized. 
Included were arts and crafts 
rooms, meeting rooms for Boy 
and Girl Scouts, skating rinks, 
archery and pistol ranges and a 
theatre. 

There are still several 
"bugs" to be worked out in­
cluding an agreement with the 
Shell Oil Company who owns 
~uch of the land Sll;ffOUDding 
the site. But city o£ficials ap­
pear optimistic that in the near 
future, Brea will have a park 
and recreation area extra­
ordinaire. 

When the park is finished 
and open to the public, some­
body ought to make sure 
Da11hne Wolfert is on hand. 
All of her work in obtaining 
signatures for a petition ; let• 
ters to newspaper editors, Pres­
ident Nixon, Governor Rea­
gan, congressmen, 'senators, 
city officials; and speeches to 
the city council should be re­
cognized. 

We can be glad that 
Daphne's pa.-ents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Raymond Wollert, never 
followed that silly old rule that 
children should be seen and 
not heard! 

•-~II'.,-. a IVJl/111"? 1'-./1' 

r, ~~~oy=•s=-4-~,~'-'S I 
7MK& ._, 

1111 ---t 
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llldN f ,Ij, ,; 
I'•• •J" • 4 

:_l· 
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·f/fJIJ f:AAJ r•,S..­

"6tJsf,WM .::~ • 
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•, ;-
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MISSILE FIRING AREA - Here is the area from protected by barbed wire fence and guarded by 

:q:JissiJe sare fired at Nike Base, carefully Canine Corps. 

! CONl'ROL BOARD - Here are tfdtnidans at 

Ni.-Base ~trol board ft'8ID which diftdiaas .. 
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