NIKE BASE

In 1958 a Nike base WaB established in the Puente hills to
the north of Brea.: Thirty two acres were leased from Shell
0il Company. The facility consisted of 24 buildings and 3
missile silos. It was designated as an operation missile
facility at combatl prepu.’r‘ednesn.

The most prominent building was a large tracking or search
radar where enemy aircraft is picked up. The bat eared monster
was called an npA-Bar". Prior to 1964 the Ajax missiles were
used, then a change was made to Hercules.

When in full production, the base had 129 Battery Members,
39 personnel on drill status who took 2 weeks of training a
year plus 90 full time employees. The payroll wes $1,000,000
a year., The Canine Corps or guard dogs guarded the base by
night. Three head of sheep were acquired to graze and keep the
wild grass down after a fire in 1970 scorched some of the build-
ings. :

The base was closed June 30, 1971. In 1973 Brea acquired
the site end plenned to use it as a recreational park area.
But in 1985 the city gave up its claim, deciding it would be
too costly since a highway would need to be built in addition
to development and upkeep.
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Cold War
~—Remnant
Is Being

Destroyed

. m History: Nuclear missile
base near Brea is one of few
Jeft in Southland. Atone
time. there had been 16.

————
BvH.G.REZA

TIMES STAFF WRITER

“

NE 21, 19es

Thev were America's first sen-
tries in the Cold War, built on hill-
tops and in Southland neighbor-
hoods in an era when “duck and
cover’ was a classroom drill and
children learned to recognize the
flash of a nuclear explosion.

Now, one of the last of 16 Nike
missile sites dotting Orange and
Los Angeles counties is being de-
molished this month.
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pes, each about 20

the Puente Hills
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., " said Glenn D. Barin,
.n engineer With Montgomery
Vatson Constructors, a Pasadena
»mpany hired by the National
rk Service to do the demolition.
When the job Is completed this
ith, the federal government will
the land over to a local gov-
ental agency, possibly for a
ngeles County Sheriff's De-
nt training facility.
y, most of the missile sites
e, their remnants stripped
dentity that made them
»f a more frightening time-
o decades—from 1954 to
v encircled the Los An-
n in a “Ring of Super-
" to protect the region
san bombers.
Please see NIKE. BL0
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Nike missile sites were part of an air defense system designed 10 protect That as a precaution, *many, many |
such key industries as aerospace, ship bullding, transportation and people” living nearby in the Pitts- |
communications, as well as military installations in the Los Angeles area. burgh suburb were evar_;ugted
juding two in Orange County, had nuclear warheads. while troops checked for radiation.
- - The Army offered little or noin-

s

Ten of those sites, inc

formation about the sudden evacu-

ation, but “nobody really com-

plained,” Evans gaid.

There were close calls in Los An-
geles too. In 1966, a brush fire in
Los Pinetos, near Newhall, claimed
11 lives and came dangerously
close to destroying the Nike site
where nuclear missiles were based.
The soldiers doubled as firefighters
and repelled the flames just yards
from the base's perimeter.
A 1959 Army report about the
211 Nike sites throughout the
country recounted the difficulty.
that military authorities had in ac-y
quiring land from cities and private.
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) Nike Base Guards Area Against Enemy Attac

SENTR]Y DUTY — Guarding the
imisslle launching area 1s SP 4 ko y
Meadows. The highly classified ar-
ea Is also guarded by trained dogs

which artack on ¢ nnd. The dogs A-BAR — A familiar sight to the
e pactieuiaely cllbconve foe night people of Brea is this ultimate but-
e sentey dury, tery acquisition (search) radar

TPALL PRGSO which can be seen scanning the skies

JUNE 2|, 19S5

from its hi'ltop perch. The bat-eared
mornster above is called the “A-Bar™
by the Nike men.

STAR-P’ROGRESS PHOTO



"MISSILE FIRING A — Here is the area from protected by barbed wire fence and guardeqs,-hy CONTROL BOARD — Here are technicians at
which missile sare fired at Nike Base, carefully  Canine Corps. s .. 1 e Nike Base control board from which directions are

given. e
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FABGET TRACKIN( RADAR — Sgt. Glenn An-  picked up by
iderson stands on the platform 6f the target track- in range. It is then transwerred to the
pictured i AR

Hlug Fadasat te Nike Base, Bnemy aircraft s fList

a8

. READY FOR FIRING — Missle at Bre Nika-.
Base poised for firing. o L

e




:— PFC George Bauder, eIt,
r‘gg.‘a‘c:; some - Instructions from Capt. Howard G.
"Christ, battalion commander of the Na’g;nnal Guard .
‘at'the Nike Base, In the backgmund is the launch-
Ing area for the missiles which defend the Los An- CANINE CORPS SUIT — Here is suit umw

-geles area against enemy air attack, | Ca.nlne C‘orpe. !.ramers at ‘\1ke Base. =
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ing area for the missiles which defend the i trainers at Nike R-: :
: Canine Corps t ‘_"_-._ ?‘I._N- ________‘_J-—-"--;

ENTRANCE of Nike Base s3y5 o
FRANGRIN Tose AT E . Bose

- .:,\J- by o} e -
geles area against enemy airattack. ...




Base Closing Marks End o Era

to graze the hillsides around Corps of Engineers and from

By DAVE TAYLOR Wills in 1938 from Playa del

News Tribune Wriler liey, and became a National the base and keep the grass them will go back to Shell.

BREA — Suliehudy asked Guard unil in 1961, {rom reaching heights which The base was activated

the officers al the Nike Buse i eviously, it was a United could contribute to fire dan- here in 1958, and became Na-

il there was going o be any Slites Army unit. ger. ; tional Guard in 1964.

formal deactivation ceremony L t. HRobertson explained SHEEP TO GO WON AWARDS

on June 30, Uit all site material will be  “Now we won’t get a  lis 10-year average for fir-
sent to supply chanuels und  chance to find out what will ing was 9.8 per cent, m1 an-

Lt. Michael HKoberison, 1 I
part will .go to unts in tis  happen,” he said. “we'll have nual service practice.

conunander ol e base, 1Eé-
plied, *"No.” ared. 1o take the sheep to the sale It wen the best firi i
B utl aunother officer Té- This will be through Army  barn.” ’ award twice in Army ﬁﬂ"‘:&f
marked with a sud smile, supply chunnels. Nike base personnel had a al Air- Defense Camm;ud‘
e hed one last night.” REMAINS INTACT narrow escape last fall when - Was second and third one
He referred o the an The rest of the Air Defense flames from a grass fire time each, in the years since
' being in Brea.

pouncement made late Wed- System, which remains intact, flickered near the base. Em-
nesday by the Pentagon that  will recelve some of the sup- _bers set fire to. &:trick: that - The battery” in the past
the Breu bhase was oue of plies. Robertson was driving, Some Seven years was second in the
halfdozen California sites It was explained that- the ..of the buildings were Western region fue out of
being deactivated at {he end Stanton Nike Base remains, “scorched,” sald one Nike seven years. _
of this fiscal year. one of six which protect the = base member. It had Ajax missiles prior
The former battery com- metrgpolitan Los Angeles But mow these’ experiences 01964, then switched to Nike
mander at the base, now Maj. . ared. peacu\ratlnn of the are part of a vanishiog instal- Hercules.
Howard Christ, Buena Park, DBrea Nike Base, actually lo- lation; like the lifeless founda-  Now the Brea “C" Battery,
once fold the Brea Rotary cated in Los Angeles County,  tions * which - will, soon exist 4th Battalion, 251 Adrtillery,
he payroll of the will reduce by one of the Lo when the base is abandoned.  Wwill become part of local ared
history along with the short-

Club that t
base was §1 million & yeur. Angeles sentinels. In times like these, history
DRILL STATUS There are three Nat.iorn.pl is often recalled. The base, lo- lived Brea Airport and the
The hase had 120 pattery ~ Guard facilities of this type in ~ cated on 46 acres leased from baseball field where Walter
members including 39 person-  the L.A. ared. Shell Oil Co., will have its Johnson pitched against Babe
pel who were on drill status, speaking of sentinels, the land returned to the Army Ruth. b
who took two weeks of train- uard dogs which were L L e ) = o

and 90 tull- {rained at the base, will re-

ing onve a year,

Ma',u time employes. turn to },ackland Air Force
com DER — Last commander of the wwe will ma Buse in Texas where they will
e full-time em- be senl to units where there

Nike Base is Lt Michael- Robertson standing at to relocate th
National Guard is a shortuge of dogs.

ke every effort

sign in front of orderly room. Base boasts “E” ployes (with ¢ 5
' excellence " col [ aitsy within the State of Cali And  sume other animals
for excellence _‘.1!‘@‘“"?‘-2‘_9??“"“353- - - l’urmii," said L, Robertson will have to be disposed of.
He said Lhe men on dill Appropriately named, Chiefl
status will he transferred 1o Warran! Olficer edward Sor-
other Natipma! CGuard umts yow, bought Hive head of
The huse came W Frea  sheep aboul three weeks ago

DOG — Sentry dogs at the

base will be among the inhabitants leaving
w0 deactivation of the base of June 30. They
go w0 Lackland Air Force Base, Tex, for

SIRAMANE. - s aian = s s
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!Fransit LWSLrict microbus

mu:e Puente Hills, past

! working oil wells.
5 b mmdul bend at the top of a 1,500-foot
A us a e

: “There'’s Cal&.l.lna

(Catalina. It took in the vast
Orange County, all the way to the sea and a

- Mgnm(‘lummly to the north.
bus and another just like it had
‘the sil the abandoned 32-acre Nike Missile
is bﬂﬂc mndwmad by the Seabees imo a ety
ﬁmﬂd conversion has been leted.
Amlﬂlltll of the Naval Mobile
Congtruction Bagﬂlun 16 of Los Alamitos and media
Tepresentatives had gathered on the majestic hilliop where, |
onAclear day, you can almost see forgye

Lo 1 PO R

'EHD QF A SILO Officials tqka one last look at the missile silo which is henng filled at

i

rk site.
sck Bositner

Times photos by

There wes a briel ceremony neur a partally nliea missie
silo. Mayor Cooper, City Manager Wayne Wedin and
Seabees Comdr, Lawrence H. Burks took turns at the
microphime.

Wedin praised the Seabees, saying their efforts soon will
make the eight-year dream of a park a reality. He took note
of “the unfeltered, spectacular view of Orange and Los
Angeles counties.” The site is in Los Angeles County, five
imiles from the Brea City Hall.

Then there was a tour of the old base which, at one time,
provided Brea with the best protection of any city in the
United Stiles, according to Army oificials.

In 1968, Nike-Hercules Battery C, stationed on the
hilltep, captured its fourth award in 10 years for accuracy
and efficiency in test-firing its missiles,

Whal basically has been accomplished in the first-phase
of the project is the elimination of safety hazards. Of the 29
buildings on the site, 28 have been demolished and cleared
away. T'wo of three wissile silos have been flled with
debris and durt. The third silo s nearly flled.

it b

CEREMONY IN BREA
Ex-Base Showing
Slgns’of a Park

£ “lmm
© Times Staft writer
el - - . -

Metal has been salvaged by an Orange cumpmy. One
major hurdle remains. however — what to do with 'g:
chunks of concrete that once wug].he foundations of

barra
Thgkg'enhees do pot have the ent to crush the
concrete slabs. TM ity is thinking L buying & piece of

chi
G mdm Raon Molendyke, city director af com-
mum Ly services, had a good word for the residents of north

Oran Cmmt to use the facility.
ge eé):rg:it;e the parlfmnmm
thlsg;mu wﬁ said. “It'will be used on week-
wntﬁuwm lrSeuml.Ym

Whalwe'll hnveluuaamunhnmdnd
There'll be and hiking and outdoor education. a’n
wklnganan aoeessmadthltwﬂjmmeetmﬂru

Mwwmmwmwﬂuuwm
The ﬁtyhashuadkmhmﬂym d.‘i"u.llertm to
master plan the par]
Cseaﬂnsaparkcﬂr'l:mu;umbﬂnledmthm
powered weaponry has beena uphill struggle.
Withlhehelpdt,}m (c:':nsduw mrgug-
tan), the city was former Nik
Missile Base at po cost in 19‘?8. Anqulau.u: was made

the teawﬂahleforp
' Vandals had. inﬂded the remote area,

cwu;?ﬂmil first turnedmln&e U s. Reserve
-nmm site for -
purpom ﬁmArmytmluddmthnn the capa~
bilities 10 perform the task.
The council then wrote a letter to President Carter and
g&;mandiu iy N

Force Kansas City,

The job of site clearing fell Lo Reserve Naval Construc-
tion Battalion 16 (Seabees) at Los Alamutos, under Comadr.
Marvin C. Wi

The battalion's mission is to um.lhdmum
cap be mobilized for national emergencies or natural
d;mr.ers. The Nike site proved an excellent training

Wa!llngford said, “These projects not only serve the
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rnowgr " residents of the Brea |
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ty, tallto!theNikeSlte fiea

’ ‘be. eourusing with -people -
‘often ungure where it is logated, .
.pr eyven what it is (or was). °
+ Those who have been around a
IMINIF-\" remember the Nike
W r in the.h!;gls north of
venue, w it was an
!operational missile laﬂlllty ‘at
{ combat ready preparedness, The
army pulled out of the site years

vauon. -~

- On ‘hand along wlth city offi-
- cials were representatives from
‘the Reserye Naval Construction
Battaliun Sixteen, more com-
monly known as the Seabees.
The Battalion, based in Los
Alamitos, has worked at the site

‘on weekends, demolishing re-

maining structures and filling in
empty missile silos.
. According to city officials, the

" Seabees have expended approx-

imately 7,200 hours of work, val-

“ued at $72,000, in addition to the

;agapndlheCilyaf qunmmu:ad .usq:ol their heavy work machin-
it in 1973, for development as p.; ~ ery, such as a 4 - 'ton crane and

i

i

recreational and park area. i
Last Friday afternoon a group

M

_of dignitaries and reporters j*"m

the five - mile tripup to'the ™

“site to hold a press conference; - *

inurkins compleuon of the first '
pl‘gm of the flll.ure park's reno-

ittt b .
e

ump J:rncks.

Ay Bnn Molendyk, ‘community

ces director, noted the city
_had investigated many different
uses for the site, including using
the missile silos as possible

' museurns. Molendyk noted the
! city was frustrated in these at-
" tempts through what he termed

_ “federal guidelines,'’ restricting

development of the areas. The
city is presently ‘working with the

. Federal Bureau of Outdoor Re-
: l:reation ona master plan for the

Mnlendyk noted the city hopes

. to include some type of commer-
' cial development at the park, to
. help defray operaling costs.

Phase I Nike Site Park Ren

The park would most likely be-
come a spot for overnight camp-
ing by area youth groups as well

asa p:cniclung_and explormg site  Seabees had put in a ‘‘remarka-
on a dail

ble amount of work’" at the site,

Mayor Sam 'Goaper ‘said the - for which the city was very

™

! Stee-Fregress Fhate)

SEABEE AND THE CITY — Brea Mayor Sam Cooper. Ieh, and Brea Clty Manager Wayne Wedin listen
as Master Chief Petty Officer Al Nelson describes the work Seabees pexformed at the Nike Base site. A
press conference marking completion of the future park's first phase was held Friday.

ovation U nveiled ~ -

. 4 3

p-auml. The city ituil hn- u—
pended an estimated $3.330 on .
the project,’in meals and man
hours. *The cooperation we have |
received is just terrific and we
know it will provide countless -

hours of enjoyment tnﬂlcpuh[h:
for years to cnme * Cooper
noted,

Themummw

£4%5 by MarvinC. Wallingford and the-

work on the sile was

“ by Master Petty officer chief AL

Miihael Dooner.
: ~Thel2-acresiteislocatedona

hilltop approximately 1,400 feet
high and Friday’s clear weather

‘afforded a view that encompas-.
sed far - away Catalina.
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By T.R. HONAN
- DSP Staff Writer
BREA — For many of the
Ip.ewgr residents of the Brea
‘community, talk of the Nike Site
i‘ca'n" be confusing, with people
|often unsure where it is located,
or even what it is (or was).
| Those who have been around a
‘little longer remember the Nike
| Site, located in the hills north of
| Central Avenue, when it was an
| operational missile facility at
| combat ready preparedness. The
| army pulled out of the site years
“ago and the City of Brea acquired
| it in 1973, for development as a
| recreational and park area.
~ Last Friday afternoon a group
| of dignitaries and reporters
\ ,made the five - mile trip up to the
site to hold a press conference

marking completion of the first
phas’e ‘of the future park’s reno-

vation.

On hand along with city offi-
cials were representatives from
the Reserve Naval Construction
Battalion Sixteen, more com-
monly known as the Seabees.
The Battalion, based in Los
Alamitos, has worked at the site
on weekends, demolishing re-
maining structures and filling in
empty missile silos.

According to city officials, the
Seabees have expended approx-
imately 7,200 hours of work, val-
ued at $72,000, in addition to the
use of their heavy work machin-
ery, such as a 4 - ton crane and
dump trucks.

Ron Molendyk, community
services director, noted the city
had investigated many different
uses for the site, including using
the missile silos as possible
museums. Molendyk noted the
city was frustrated in these at-
tempts through what he termed
“federal guidelines,” restrieting
development of the areas. The

| eity is presently working with the

Federal Bureau of Outdoor Re-
creation on a master plan for the
park.

Molendyk noted the city hopes
to include some type of commer-
cial development at the park, to
help defray operating costs.

SEABEE AND THE CITY — Brea Mayor Sam Cooper,
as Master Chief Petty Officer Al Nelson describes the we
press conference marking completion of the future pa

asa pmmcm and. exploring site
on a dail

Mayor Sam T.j_ooper said the

Seabees had put in a “‘remarka-
ble amount of work'" at the site,
for which the city was very

&

N
]

(Star-Progress Phote)

, and Brea City Manager Wayne Wedin listen
Seabees performed at the Nike Base site. A
s first phase was held Friday.

- Phase I Nike Site Park Renovation Unveiled

The park would most likely be-
come a spot for overnight camp-
ing by area youth groups as well

grateful. The city itself has ex-
pended an estimated $6.330 on
the project. in meals and man
hours. * The cooperation we have
received is just terrific and we
know it will provide countless
hours of enjoyment to the public
for years to come.  Cooper
noted.

The battalion is commanded
by Marvin C. Wallingford and the
work on the site was supervised
by Master Petty officer chief Al
“Ielsorl and Chief Petty Officer
| Miihael Dooner.

The 32 - acre site is located ona
hilltop approximateiy 1,400 feet
high and Friday’s clear weather
afforded a view that encompas-
sed far - away Catalina.



:‘tla_l_:.a one last look at the il'pi'.s:.ilt.\} silo which is.baing. ﬁl.ed gt}padc site.

There wasa brief céremony neara partially filled missue
silo. Mayor Cooper, City Manager Wayne Wedin and
Seabees Comdr. Lawrence H. Burks took turns at the

mh:rophone.
praised the Seabees, saying their efforts soon will
makel.b l;?ht—yeardmm of a park a reality. He took note

of “the unfettered, spectacular view of Orange and Los
counties.” The site is in Los Angeles County, five

Hercules Battery C, stauoned on the
_ﬂnfnmth award in 10 years. iwmgcm-acy
int its missiles,

MONYINBREA -
[Ex-Base S;B‘m
Slgns of a Park

. BYJACK BoE'l'l'NEn
Times Stal Writer
Meml has been salvaged by an Orange company. One
major hurdle remains, however — what to do with huge

chunks of concrete that once were the foundations of the
| barracks.

The Seabees do not have the e&?ment to erush the
concrete slabs. The city is thinking about buying a piece of
machinery to do it.

Nevertheless, Ron Molendyke, city director of com-
| munity services, had a good word for the residents of north
Orange County who are anxious to use the facility.

“The city expects Lo open the park on a reservation basis
this summer,” Molendyke said. “It will be used on week-
ends hymm groups as the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, YMCA

W’hat we'll have here is a much-needed
There'll be riding and hiking and outdoor education.
working on another access road that will connect to Brea
Canyon Road.”

At present, the only road into the park site is through the
Shell cil fields.
The city has hired Recreation Systems of F‘ul.lertqu to
|master plan the park.
Cz::&ngapark onasltethatnm:e bristled wﬁhhigh-
Wi
With the help

pow
\ton), theutywasmn&mww%fm

'Missile Base at no cost in 191'3 tion was made

The main condition for a was that the city
make the site available for

mt.e

mumn.
|l Vandals periodically had invaded lhe remote am

%-ﬁm mrnedwmie U.

Meatohelp
pwpows.BuLtheArmymitsd!dmthaveLhem.
to perform the task.
‘I'heeouncﬂ&enwmtealettertn?maident&nennd
from the Reserve N

attefnr

a response Naval Construction
Commandmxanmcuy

jobo(si‘hecleanngta}l to Reserve Naval Construe-
ﬁmnﬂ.&alionl (Seabees) nll.m.uanﬂtos.mder(hm&'

[ The battalion's mission i to provide a wmmz
[can be mobilized for national
Mﬂ- The Nike site proved an ucellent tq.lnin;

& el ord said, “These projects not only serve the

Master Chief Petty Officer Al
Ly Nelson and

.’
Domerhavebeenmehuued:le ~:

| project.

Brea has t $6,329 an the Seabees have
pum?.m!ﬁnamm i Pil‘isﬁ.'-'!':m“
mﬂﬂm dump trucks, and trocks in the
|
| - City officials say the rental value of the equip-
man:_ Re donated =




JBL — PFC George Bauder, lett,

S some instructions from Capt. Howard G.
e o5 : el _Christ, battalion commander of the National Guard

 INSIGNIA AT ENTRANCE of Nike Base says the Nike Base. In the background is the launch- 3 158

P We At BT L A . i ing area for the missiles which defend the Los An- CANINE CORPS SUIT — Here is suit worn by
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acquisition radar before it gets with
is then transwerred to the

T

" READY FOR FIRING — Missile at Brea Niks
- Base poised for firing.
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COMMANDER — Last commander of the
'Nike Base is Lt. Michacl Robertson standing at
agndarly room. Base boasts “E”

.-in_tmgt 0

Base Closing Marks End of Era

By DAVE TAYLOR

News Tribune Writer
BREA — Somebody asked
the officers at the Nike Base
if there was going to be any
formal deactivation ceremony

| on June 30.

Lt. Michael Robertson,
commander of the base, re-
plied, “No.”

| But another officer re-
marked with a sad smile,
“We had one last night.”

He referred to the an-
nouncement made late Wed-
nesday by the Pentagon that
| the Brea base was one of
halifdozen California sites
being deactivated at the end
of this fiscal year.

The former battery com-
mander at the base, now Maj.
Howard Christ, Buena Park,
once told the Brea Rotary
Club that the payroll of the

The base had 120 battery
members including 39 person-
‘nel who were on drill status,
who took two weeks of train-
ing once a year, and 90 full-

to relocate the full-time em-
ployes- (with National Guard
unifs) w!thln the State nq;m(l:ail-

Hills in 1958 from Playa del
Rey, and became a National
Guard unit in 1964,

Previously, it was a United
States Army unit.

Lt. Robertson explained
that all site material will be
sent to supply channels and
part will go to units in this
area.

This will be through Army
supply channels.

REMAINS INTACT

The rest of the Air Defense
System, whicl: remains intact,
will recene some of the sup-
plies. ~

1t was explamed -that " the .
Stanton Nike Base remains,
one of six which protect the
metropolitan Los  Angeles
area. Deactivation of the
Brea Nike Base, actually lo-
cated in Los Angeles County,
will reduce by one of the Los
Angeles sentinels.

There are three National
Guard facilities of this type in
the L.A. area.

Speaking of sentinels, the
guard dogs which were
trained at the base, will re-
turn to Lackland Air Force
Bage in Texas where they will
be sent to units where there
is a shortage of dogs.

And some other animals

to graze the hillsides around
the base and keep the grass
from reaching heights which
could contribute to fire dan-

SHEEP TO GO
“Now we won't get a
chance to find out what will
happen,” he said. “We’ll have
[t,:r:’ake the sheep to the sale

Nike base personnel had a
narrow escape last fall when
flames from a grass fire
flickered near the base. Em-

_bers set fire to a.trick: that-

Robertson was driving. Some
of the buildings were
“‘scorched,” said one Nike
base member.

But now these experiences
are part of a vanishing instal-
lation, like the lifeless founda-
tions which will soon exist
when the base is abandoned.

In times like these, history
is often recalled. The base, lo-
cated on 46 acres leased from
Shell Oil Co., will have its
land returned to the Army

tional Guard in 1964.
WON AWARDS
Its 10-year average for fir-
ing was 96.8 per cent, m an-
nual service practice. i

1
i

ye

It had A]ax missiles prior
to 1964, then switched to Nike
Hercules.

Now the Brea “C" Battery,
4th Battalion, 251 Artillery,
will become part of local area
history along with the short-
lived Brea Airport and the
baseball field where Walter
Johnson pitched against Babe

! SENTRY DOG.— Sentry dogs at the Nike
base will be among the inhabitants leaving prior
to deactivation of the base of June 30. They will
go to Lackland Air Force Base, Tex., for reas-
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CIviC CUL TURAL CENTER
Number One Civic Center Clrcle
Breo, California 9262)

relephone (714) 990-7600

February 2, 1983

John D. Cherry
Associate Regional Director

Resource Management and Planning

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Western Region
450 Golden Gate Avenue, Box 36063

San Francisco, California 94102

Re: NIKE 29 Site--Status Report

Dear Mr. Cherry:

Your letter to Mr. Wedin on the above topic dated
January 19, 1983 recently came to my attention. In
response to that letter, please be advised that Mr. Wec
no longer is City Manager and that Mr. Ed Wohlenberg wi
assume the position of City Manager for the City of Bre
on February 14, 1983, 1In addition, subsequent to your
discussions with Councilman Don Fox last spring, the
composition of the City Council has changed. However,
please be assured that the modifications to City per-
sonnel has not dissuaded the Council from its intention
to continue the development of a master plan for the sul
ject site and to retain and use that site for public pa:

purposes.

Once Mr. Wohlenberg assumes his duties as City Manager,

he will be in contact with you immediately. The develor
ment of the NIKE 29 site for park purposes remains of th
highest priority of the City Council of the City of Brea

Sincerely,
&, ol _

Norma A. Hicks
Mayor
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‘ GUARDIAN OF PEACE.—Silhouetted against a cloudy sky this giant Nike, and others like

: it, form the powerful striking force of Battery A, 933 Missile Battalion, located in the hills |
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gutters, ete.)
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OF BREA

Inter Office Memorandum

March 18, 1983

T0: Mayor and City Council
FROM: Councilman Sam Cooper
SUBJECT: NIKE SITE

A field review of the Nike Site was conducted on Thursday, March 17,
with Councilwoman Blamer, Commissioner Barbara Haluska, City Manager
Ed Wohlenberg, City Engineer Sam Peterson and Acting Director of
Community/Development Services Norm Canchola.

Alternatives discussed:

1)
2)

3)

Do nothing; return land to Feds.
Provide interim use on weekends and holidays for group campouts.

a) Security transporting of groups.

b) Liaibility Insurance.

c) Supply portable toilets.

Build road to Brea Canyon -- approximately 13,000 Tinear feet

recommended by former City Engineer Milo Keith and confirmed by

current City Engineer Sam Peterson. Cost = $1.5 to $2 million (approx.)
Need to talk to Supervisor Pete Schabarum, Los Angeles County.

a) Talk to Tocal industrialists for possible help/suggestions, whatever.
b) Talk to colleges and universities for some use.

c) Perhaps some T. V. coverage from area stations concerning the help
needed to get the park going should be considered.

d) Upper and lower sites of useable land -- 22 acres.
- Lower site - best use for any commercial. Vista view of Brea
- Upper site - Vista view of Los Angeles County areas, also.

I will be in touch with Lt. Commander Selvridge of the Seabees to advise
him that as soon as the Council makes a decision I will be in touch.

Question -- What does the Council wish to do at this time?

cc:

Clarice Blamer

Barbara Haluska

Ed Wohlenberg

Sam Peterson

Norm Canchola SC/vh
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Inter Office Memorandum

March 11, 1983

T0: Mayor and City Council
FROM: Councilman Sam Cooper

SUBJECT: NIKE SITE

Just a quick update to Tet you know that I have finally been '
able to contact Lt. Commander Ross Selvidge, who is the Operations
Officer for the lTocal Seabee outfit in Los Alamitos. I have

been trying to contact someone for the past four weeks and have
finally succeeded.

As soon as I can get some material together from our City
Engineer, Sam Peterson, I will be back in contact with Lt. Com-
mander Selvidge to set up a meeting with all concerned; namely,
Lt. Commander Selvidge, Mayor Hicks, Ed Wohlenberg, Sam Peterson
and myself, to see what steps need to be taken in order to pro-
ceed with getting a road from the Nike Site.

I will keep you advised as I progress on this.

SC/vh

cc: Ed W erg
Sam Peterson
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Nike Base a Recreational Facility

By DAN BISHER
Good Mﬂ Re T

_ Because of a Brea Girl

The project began nearly
three years ago when Daphne
Wolfert presented her idea to
the Brea City Council. The
Council thought enough of
Daphne’s idea to appoint a

| committee to study the possi-
bifities.

Brea 1,400 feet above the val-
-Hhther_eHﬂh.Itoﬂm

: According to Ron Molen-

City Manager 'Wayne We-
din has stated, “We'd like to
open it up as quickly as we
possibly can.”

T‘here has been some dis-

cussion by the City Council to
partially open the area for
camping. However, no definite
decisions have been made to
date.
_ Molendyk is presently work-
ing on a master plan to develop
areas within the site. He said it
would take about ten months
to fully develop the plan.

The new park was made
official when the City Council
formally accepted the deed
from the Army Corps of En-
gineers last summer. Accep-
tance of the deed came after
the federal government de-
clared the base surplus land
and the city took possession.

Existing buildings on the
base are in remarkably good
shape even though vandals
ransacked the area. Most of
the structures are of concrete
block construction.

Funds for developing the
new park have come from
varying sources including
county revenue sharing fund,
city funds and organizational
contributions.

Reported development cost
have been (Ll.ljte mu:]ilma! con-
sidering the bargain the city re-
ceived when it accepted the
site. The original property cost
$2.6 million to acquire minus

MAKE
fio —#20
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buildings and utilities and the
city received it for nothing . . .
to use for public benefit as a
recreation area. The present
budget for the site is approxi-
mately $250,000.

Several ideas have been ex- [ =
pressed as to how the buildings
on the site might be utilized.
Included were arts and crafts
rooms, meeting rooms for Boy
and Girl Scouts, skating rinks, ~ =
archery and pistol ranges and a
theatre.

There are still several
“bugs” to be worked out in-
cluding an agreement with the @
Shell OQil Company who owns
much of the land surrounding
the site. But city officials ap- }
pear optimistic that in the near
future, Brea will have a park
and recreation area extra-
ordinaire.

When the park is finished
and open to the public, some-
body ought to make sure |
Daphne Wolfert is on hand.
All of her work in obtaining
signatures for a petition; let-
ters to newspaper editors, Pres-
ident Nixon, Governor Rea-
gan, congressmen, senators,
city officials; and speeches to
the city council should be re- N
cognized.

We can be glad that
Daphne’s parents, Mr, and
Mrs. Raymond Wolfert, never
followed that silly old rule that
children should be seen and
not heard!

NIKE MISSI /28 (07 s Ry i
the Nike Vag o IR : . _ {
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CONTROL BOARD — Here are technicians at
Nike Base control board from which directions are
given. &,
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