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Randy Jones Makes Major League Comeback

Former Brean and award-winning
National League Baseball pitcher
Randy Jones is about to make a
comeback...of sorts. The hometown
hero will be coming back to Brea,
making a special guest appearance at
the Brea Historic Society’s Spring
Fling, set for Thursday, May 3, 2001
at the Brea Bistro.

After attending Arovista School
and Brea Junior High School, Randy
graduated from Brea-Olinda High
School in 1968, pitching for four
years on the Varsity baseball team.
Enrolling at Chapman College after
graduation, he continued to develop
his skill and control with the slider
while pitching for the college varsity
team and playing semi-pro baseball
for the Anchorage Glacier Pilots in
Anchorage, Alaska for two seasons
in the early 70’s. While playing with
the Glacier Pilots, Jones and his team
played teams from all over the coun-
try, winning the National Semi-Pro
Championship Title in 1971. After
graduating from Chapman, Randy
was scouted by Major League Base-
ball and drafted by the San Diego
Padres in the 5th round, spending a
very brief period in the minor leagues.
The 22-year-old continued working

by Kathy Canon

on his control and technique and was
called up to play in the Major Leagues
in early 1973. During Randy’s first
full season in the Natior,lal League,
he went 8 wins, 22 losses. However,
the following year in 1975, Jones lead

Randy Jones: 1957 Brea Pee-Wee
Baseball Champ and 1976 NL Cy
Young Award winner.

the league with 20 wins, earning him
a spot on that years National League
All Star Team and finishing second
to Tom Seaver in voting for the Cy
Young Award. That season, Randy
earned The Sporting News Come-
back Player of the Year Award. On

May 19, 1975, he pitched a 10-inning
nail-biter, besting the St. Louis Car-
dinals and his 9th inning appearance
on the mound in the *75 All Star
Game effectively stopped the Ameri-
can League, earning him the game
save. —

In 1976, Randy led the National
League with 22 wins, earning him
another spot on that years All Star
Team. Tapped as starting pitcher that
year, Randy is the first to have pitched
4 consecutive innings of All Star play
and received credit for the win that
year. On June 22, he pitched his 13th
win, leading the Padres to a 4-2 vic-
tory over the San Francisco Giants,
tying Hall of Famer Christy
Matthewson’s 63-year old National
League record of 68 innings without
a base-on-balls. On July 8th, Randy
set a National League record for most
wins before the All Star break, beat-
ing the Chicago Cubs 6-3 in his 16th
win that season. On November 2,

1976, Brea’s Randy Jones beat out

New York Mets pitcher Jerry

Koosman for the National League Cy

Young Award, leading the league

with 315 innings pitched and posting

a 22 game win, 14 game loss record
continued on page 8
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A History of......part one
by Kathy Canon

Anew feature of Historical Happenings,

focusing On an individual or event in the
history of Brea that helped shape the city
as we know i today. Our very first “His-
Tory of..."” tells the story of John Yriarte and
his family,
John Yriarte ang his family have seen and
lived much of the Story of Brea. This
thoughtful, soft-spoken man was born in
Breaon August 11, 1917, the yearof Brea’s §
incorporation, at the home of his Uncle Felix
at 127 S, Orange.

John’s grandfather, Patricio Yriarte, im-

migrated to the United States from the Left to right: Ysabel, Julian, Pascuala, Felix, Ysidoro, Augustin,
Basque province of Spain in 1885. After Patricio and Mary Yriarte. Circa 1905

Spending a short time in New Orleans, Patricio came  to return to their home in Brea.

to California, finding work at the Bastanchury  The Yriarte Ranch thrived, providing employ-

Ranch, a loca] gathering place for Basques. Before ment to local area residents and forming bonds with
long, Patricio set outon his own to find his fortune_. other area Basque familjes such as the Landa’s (the
in what is no

W the Placentia/Yorba Linda area,  Landa, owner of “Sam’s
Soon, he sent

early ascendents of Sam
word to his wife, Pascuala Arresa
Yriarte to join him. By 1905, they had settled and
began to raise

that would become Brea.

Patricio began acquiring land to farm oats, bar-

ley and hay. He purchased 30 acres of the W.I.
Hole tract and part of the Abel Stearns tract and

soon had 160 acres. Those acres would prove in-

afamily in Randolph, the small town an

Place”), the Oxandabourne’s and the Bastan,
The early years of Randolph attracteq
d ranchers because of its open space, fe

and perfect climate for agriculture. Bag
herders tended flocks i t

They cursed the
ing after long d

chury’s.
farmers
rtile land
que sheep
he hills near Puente Wells.
“black stuff” that dirtied their cloth-

ays, not realizing that the tar they

cursed was the recursor to the discovery that
valuable to the city of Brea over the years, eventu- P y

; Satih ' would change
ally providing the city with one of its first water .

wells. The acreage owned by the Yriarte Ranch
encompassed the area from today’s Elm Street,
south to just east of the old Brea City Hall, the

western boundary was todays Imperial Hwy, then
east to Laure| Ave,

As the Yriarte Ranch
family, Felix, Augustin, J
Ysidoro were brou
of about 15 years, Ysidoro, during a trip back to
Spain with the family, became || and died in hjs

infancy. The family left Spain shortly after his death o8

: married Celest
grew, 50 did the Yriate lestina and Started a

ulize, Yabel Ma i ried Garrett Prendiville and eventually had five chil-
; 4 pevsaty dren; Julian married Inez Do
ght into the world over the span

Randolph forever.. the discovery of

The Yriarte fami]
dren raised b
alongside Pa
married and

Y Worked their ranch, the chil-
y Pascuala and working in the fields
tricio, Eventually, the Yriarte children

Started families of their own. Felix
family; Ysabel mar-

lley of Whittier and
Nichols. ;
ugustin Yriarte met a young woman on a trip

pain, Although they were only 15-years old at

continued, next page

had one child; Mary wed Joe



the time of their first meeting, he remembered the
dark-eyed Lorenza Lorea from the village of
Abaurrea Alta, near Pamplona. Lorenza emigrated
from Spain in 1909, taking work as a domestic at
the Yriarte Ranch shortly after her arrival, Augustin
Yriarte, then 20 years old, fell in love with the
Basque beauty and soon they married and started a
family of their own.

In 1915, Patricio and Pascuala Yriarte passed

within months of each other. By 1918, the prop-
erty of the Yriarte Ranch that had been left to their
surviving children was divided equally into five
parcels. The property west of Laurel went to Felix;
Augustin received the northern :
area of the land; Mary, the area
from South Birch to Laurel
Ave.; Ysabel received the
Yriarte Ranch property on East
Elm St.; Julian received the re-
mainder of the acreage. Felix
would eventually become part
of the investment group that
brought Brea its first theatre,
“The Red Lantern”.-Ysabel
eventually sold five acres of the
Yriarte Ranch property on Elm
St. to Frank Schweitzer, Sr., one
of Brea’s earliest and most in-
fluential pioneers, where he built
his home.

The close-knit family lived
and worked together for a time,
but eventually, Felix built a

Lorenza Lorea Yriarte and Augustin
Yriarte in front of their Ash St. home

the livestock over the winter. In time, John's
brother, Patricio was born and Augustin built 2
house for the small family on Ash St. and the fam-
ily moved in soon after.

Lorenza could speak only basque, an extremely
difficult Spanish dialect, and spoke to her children
in her native tongue. Augustin, who was born in
Los Angeles, spoke both english and basque but
spent much of his time working the fields, with little
opportunity to teach his children english. Since the
city was still sparsely populated, with few neigh-
bors nearby, the children had little opportunity to
interact with the english speaking families in the
1 City.

*  When John enrolled in the first
- grade at Laurel Grammar School in
1923, because he wasn’t able to
* speak english, he was asked to leave
chool soon after and learn english
efore returning. John still recalls
W.E. Fanning walking up the drive-
- way of his family home to bring the
| news to his parents. John learned
english quickly and was back in the
first grade within a few months,
atching up with his classmates and
excelling in the second grade.

John, Patricio and Anita walked
- to school from their home on Ash
St., even walking home at lunch and
racing back to school afterward in
order to return before the bell rang
to resume the days lessons.

home and moved to the property at 127 S. Orange
St.

Although he was born in the house on Orange
St., John lived the early years of his life at the ranch
house on Elm St, with his older sister, Anita.
Lorenza took care of the household chores and
raising of the children, while Augustin worked his
area of the ranch, growing oats and hay and even-
tually planting citrus trees. While some of the har-
vest from the ranch went to market, much of what
was grown went to feed the family, who continued
to live in the ranch house, and into storage to feed

In the countryside dotted with ranches, farm-
houses and oil derricks, John and his brother and
sister occupied themselves by exploring the fields,
playing in and around the family’s ranch barn (where
swallows nested with mud from nearby creeks),
wading into the creeks to catch tadpoles and frogs
or making kites to fly from newspaper, old wood
scavenged from oil derrick sites and butcher string
tied together to make the tether.

Next issue:
Changes come to Brea and the Yriarte Family



Randy Jones

coni'd from page |

for the Padres.

Three years later, on May 13th, he
set another Padres record by stealing
second base in a 5-4 victory over the
NY Mets, the first San Diego pitcher
to do 8o in the teams then 11-year
history. He also established another
Padre record by pitching three con-
secutive shut-outs in May, 1980.

The following season, Randy was
traded to the New York Mets, where
injuries affected his pitching and he
retired from Major League Baseball
in 1982.

Randy left Brea in 1972, when he
was drafted into the major leagues,
but Brea hasn’t left him. His parents
still reside in their home on Elm St.
and he visits often. His 1957 Brea
Pee-Wee Leaglié trophy is one of his
“two favorite” awards - the other
being his 1976 Cy Young Award. He
now resides with his wife of 30-years,
Marie (also a former Brean) and his
two daughters, Stacy and Jamie, in
Escondido, just north of San Diego.
He’s been affiliated with the San

[
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Diego Padre organization for the last
nine years, appearing at speaking en-
gagements and participating in com-
munity relations events on behalf of
the team. He also appears at every
Padre home game, greetitig fans and
signing autographs. Randy also
broadcasts pre- and post-home game
commentary for the Padres on 600
KOGO and co-hosts “Baseball Talk”
with John Kentera on XTRA 690 af-
ter every Padre game, Monday
through Friday.

Seven years ago, while playing
golf with his friend, Ken Wilson of
Service America, he suggested that
fans at the stadium needed a new
“feeding place”. The “Randy Jones
Ballpark BBQ” was born and fans
have loved the fresh barbeque served

Special Thanks o

-‘Busmess Patron .

:ﬁ“Paclfic Western
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32427-3000 013

%

ELWOOD PAUL MOORE
18755 W BERNARDO DR
SAN DIEGO CA 92127-3000

from his Dad's recipe brought from
Weatherford, Texas in 1950 ever
since.

In 1996, he opened a restaurant
and catering service in Poway, CA.
“Randy Jones Big Stone Lodge” is a
1925 Historic Landmark that serves
Randy’s red-oak fired, Santa Maria
style barbequed meats. It's also the
base for “Randy Jones Buckboard
Catering”, that serves up the same
delicious barbeque, cooked over pits
from the back of buckboard wagons.

The former Brean remembers his
hometown as a “great community to
grow-up in”. He misses the small
town that used to be, but still visits
his friends and family that live here.
He doesn’t miss the travel, hotels and
schedule associated with his Major
League career, but the competitive
nature of the game and close rapport

4, .,wn.h teammates are things he will al-

ways remember. Fans still approach
him to sign the 1976 Sports Illus-
trated cover he appeared on, or to
sign baseball cards. The big league
man from our small town does this
willingly for his fans. And in Brea,
we're all fans of Randy Jones.
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Brea Welcomes You...

Kathy Canon

...and Brea welcomes its beloved sign back to the
Downtown!

Originally constructed in 1934 by the Brea Lions Club,
the "Brea Welcomes You" sign was dedicated in a cer-
emony on April 5, 1934 attended by Mayor Mike Hogue,
Councilman Frank Schweitzer, Sr. (who designed the
original candilever bridge that held the sign), W.D. Shaffer
(who funded a significant part of its construction), former
Mayor, Assemblyman and soon to be Speaker of the
California Assembly, Ted Craig and other local dignitar-
ies.

Placed near the intersection of Birch St. and Pomona
Ave. (now Brea Blvd.), the sign could be seen by all who
passed through the city and quickly became a beloved
landmark to Breans and visitors alike.

After 58 years, in 1992, the "Brea Welcomes You"
sign was carefully removed and stored in order to be
renovated and reconstructed once the Downtown Rede-
velopment Project was completed.

Finally, on June 22, 2001, Brea’s most famous land-
mark was returned to the intersection of Birch and Brea
Blvd.

But, wait a second! That’s not how we remember the
sign! Is that really the original sign? Well, yes....it really
is! And just as the original one changed the face of Brea
in 1934, the newly renovated sign plays an important
role in the history of our “new” Downtown.,

In July, 2001, I spoke with Nate Cherry (of Los An-
geles based RTKL Architects), project architect for the
Downtown Redevelopment Agency. Our conversation
lasted almost an hour and a half, and it was obvious, as

Nate recounted the steps taken to re-place the sign in the
Downtown, that he respects and cherishes the history
behind it.

According to Nate, the "Brea Welcomes You" sign
was “an interesting design challenge” and his first ques-
tion was “how is it going to be integrated into the new
Downtown?”

In the years between the removal of the sign and re-
development, “Brea grew up”, said Nate. Brea Blvd. grew
from 4 lanes to 6 lanes and new code requirements, truck
height restrictions and right-of-way requirements had to
be considered.

continued on page 3

The "Brea Welcomes You" sign, shortly after it's origi-
nal placement near the intersection of Birch Street
and Pomona Avenue in 1934.
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Brian Saul
Although it’s been written about many times before, from his honéymoon,
we thought you might like to take a new look at the Also causing damage Was a fige .
biggest disaster 10 ever hit Brea, the Stewart Tank Farm tore. through town, ripping off thel d“Ced &
Fire of 1926. 1 say “ncw” because the photographs on  family home at the corner of Magrg TOOf of thec]%ethm
pages 4 and S of this newsletter are from Union Oil ar-  to become Imperial HighWay), Naanq
<hives and have never been seen before.

Seventy-five years ago, a bolt of lightning struck the
farm. igniting 2 of the huge oil reservoirs and sending
massive towers of smoke up into the air over Brea. A
3rd tank later caught fire.

Hurriedly, 250 Union Oil workers tried to setup 7' to
8" high metal barriers to direct the boiling oil that was
spilling over the sides of the burning tanks.

Unfortunately, their efforts weren’t entirely success-
ful and there was major damage from the oil, both to the
tank farm, as well as the surrounding citrus and walnut
groves, the Pacific-Electric railway tracks and the homes
of three local people. One of these, William Sievers, son
of prominent landowner J.D. Sievers, only discovered
his home had been destroyed when he returned home

Lasting almost g week
s the
crowds from all ove e

r Southem p
here to witness the Cahfomi

amazing gne
later, the Stewart Tank Farm ispa Ct:.c le.
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Brea Welcomes You...

The actual sign is 3' X 10" wide. If it were to be put
back at its original location with a candilever bridge, that
bridge would have been 50 feet across. Half a football
field holding up a 3' X 10' sign. As Nate said, “imagine

that!”

Design architects created photo montages of the sign,

each suggesting various

continued from page |

To make the sign prominent enough to be seen easily,
a rotating (4 rpm) design was decided on, with the even-
tual addition of shade trees, benches around its base and
the those of the trees and an informational Directory/

Kiosk to the Downtown.

Restoration of the sign was performed by Ampersand,

possibilities for place- |
ment. Among ideas sug- |
gested: mounting iton the
side of a building. This
was taken out of the equa-
tion immediately though, R
since they didn’t want to B
make a private building
owner responsible for the
sign. Another idea was to
span it across and above
one of the paseos (the
bricked walkways be-
tween some of the busi-
nesses), but the sign
needed to be visible from

; ; - Street.
a prominent location. This

F
4

— Inc., acompany specializing
in historic renovations. Nate

:' says that it has been “inter-

preted in a modern way,

- while respecting its history
and integrity.” The neon
around the sign has been
added, as well as the brass
plaque at the top that says
“Downtown”. The post it
sets on is painted in black,
but toned down “a shade or
two” from the black on the
sign itself. This was done in-

he. S : ‘ : " i the sign
The newly renovated and restored "Brea Welcomes You tentionally t_o mikeWith t; i
sign at it's new home at the corner of Brea Blvd. and Birch T™OT® Prominemt-

exception of these additions,

the "new" sign is the same

idea was rejected, too as being impractical.

The Redevelopment Agency and design architects
liked the idea of placing the sign on a “100% corner”,
making it centralized and viewable from all directions
because it is “an icon of the Downtown area.” Placement
at the corner of Birch St. and Brea Blvd. allows it to be

one built and dedicated in that ceremony that took place
in 1934.

The official re-dedication of the renovated "Brea Wel-
comes You" sign is anticipated to take place in the Fall
of 2001. By then, the restored Brea Clock is expected to
be installed at its new, permanent location, near the north-

seen from Imperial Hwy.

Something very special is coming
to the Downtown area in October
2001. Brian Saul, in association with
the Brea Historical Society and the
Brea Downtown Merchants Associa-
tion, will be hosting and leading a
walking tour of some of the historic
homes on Redwood Avenue, along
with a walking tour of the “new”
Downtown. The home tour will fea-
ture “walk-thrus” of at least two

west end of Birch Street.

Downtown and Historic Home Tour Planned

homes on Redwood. The Downtown
tour will feature interesting, “behind
the scenes” facts and information on
its architectural and ambient planning
and design.

There will be a minimal charge for
the tours, with proceeds going to sup-
port the proposed Brea Museum and
Heritage Center. Current plans are for
the tours to take place in the evening,
twice a month.

Look for even more informatior
about the upcoming tours in nex
months “Historical Happenings
newsletter.

If you would like to assist with th

ours and become a “tour guide” ¢
you are interested in reserving

pot on one of the first tours, plea:

ontact Brian Saul or Kathy Canc
(714) 256-2283.
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The Most Disastrous Day
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Aeal photographs Were taken of |
 the disaster {0 show the damage |
caused by the flowing oil to

the surroun
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West Brea...the way it was

Elsie Bérxman

Thank you, Elyie +Jor sharing your memories of “West

Bn-au.t}.w wayitwas”, We are Pleased to print and share
"w"f With the Historica] Society membership. (Note:
clarification of some information appears in italics and
Moving from the

' State of Washington to Brea, Cali-
fornia back in 1944 (

. arage 31) was rather traumatic...jt
was stil] wartime an

d housing was tight. My sister-in-
law Evelyn Bergman (who Elsie did not meet until she

Property (at 208 w Birch) and upon Jake’s (Elsie’s hus-

) return from Overseas, he transformed it into a beay-

tiful mum garden in his spare time.
Those were the days of wooden oil derricks on the
ides. Nearby orange groves permeated the air with
the scent of their blossoms. Also, those were the days of
great camaraderie whep neighbors shared thejr flowers
and produce and nobody locked their doors,

With fond memories, I recall some of the “
who lived in our neighborhood. First, my dear in-laws,
Jim and Minnie Bergman gave up ranch life in Aguanga
to buy the house (formerly owned by the Russell family)
around the corner from us on Madrona, Mrs, Phillips
lived next door to them, Stella and (former Brea School
Superintendent) Will Fanning lived across the street and
Florence Harvey, a few doors away. The McDowell Fam-
ily lived close by, and Bill (Elsie’s son ) and Jerry
(McDowell) went a]] through school together as great
buddies. Jerry BeW up to be Brea Fire Chief, Frances
and Florence Nipp lived across the alley from us (own-
ers of Cannings Hardware at the time),

One Thanksgiving, my old gas stove gave out on me
and Florence insisted | finish baking our turkey in her
oven as they were going to be away for the day.

After the Nipp’s moved, the Jack Algers were our
neighbors, Mayme Mays lived next door to them and
Dave and Cuba Brown lived across the street. There was
the McKinley Family next to our vacant lot...she an in-
valid and he an excellent handyman who so skillfully re-
placed the screening on our long front porch. The par-
ents of Inez Fanning lived next to them, Johnny Char,

old timers”

the baker, lived kitty-corner from us and en'Jo'y::SerfSl;i i

squab for a hobby. We were often Ehe reiptliv e
leftover bakery delights. Alexander’s Marke ol

corner of Pomona Ave. (now Brea Plvd.) an roh I

In 1949 (January 11), Brc;a hz.l(i ﬁjsof;;sltg s:)ll(:twt; ‘ wi;,_

so vividly remember our little gir s
dow and crying because she thoug'ht her san. sulh

verything was covered with snow. We lived in

fl?;:el,itftc;; ehonfz,e at 508 W. Birch until December, 1950.

. Today, it would be hard to mark the spot where it stood.

Bill adds these memories from the perspective of an
-year-old:
: Y;]a; l(c)ids collected tinfoil from cigarette packages and
rolled it up in balls for the war effort. We cgllected grease
for a neighbor who made soap from it with ashes from
her hearth. We helped with paper drives and scrap metal
drives,

Took piano lessons from Mrs. Curtis (wife of Dr. C.
Glenn Curtis). Jerry and [ played a lot across the street at
the home of the Troup family. They raised chickens in
their backyard.

We collected pop bottles and earned 2 cents a piece
for them at Alexander’s Market. Sometimes we got a
free weenie from Mr. Gheen, the butcher, M. Dump
owned the Brea Theatre and we coyld getin for 27 cents,
which included a cartoon between double features. The
malt shop uptown was neat and So was the 5 & 10 cent
store. Liked looking in the window of Haddad’s Haber-

dashery; had fun hunting “crawdads” down in Brea Creek
by the railroad tracks,

Went to Cub Scouts an
Osceola,

The Brea train de

d in the summer, to camp at

POt is gone now, as is the (old) high
Yy center. All that remains is
ld City Hall and the American

school and the entire o]d cit
the Brea Plunge, the 0
Legion Hall at the park.
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o to Mrs. Adele Anderson P —
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ﬁ'o‘cd: blarch 19, 1945 4 xu ‘ ;“"" ot

D ed Naval censor -

HiD’rli“g'. . i > Y e -

\’olflmay thlﬁnk]l“}‘&“ nuts when you receive my first letters because it will come in four different parts-
e 1 left the States I‘_s_tarted a letter and wrote a little each day. It totaled 12 pages. Well I mailed th‘em

penl first arrived- 'lzhe next t}ay they give it back to me, say they limit each letter to three pages- So darling
" arletter Wiwwmﬁfel‘em letters. : e V4
y !“l‘;mnaﬂ-ece' ed ¢ 1S yet but sure am looking forward to some news fromhome. & d
A0 They hooked us today, I should say this afternoon- First we ha

to dig a pipe line across the concrete road. After doing that they
made us load 2 trucks loads of dirt so they could plant a lawn In
front of the Personnel Office. They call it landscaping but I call it
loading dirt into a truck and then unloading it.

We are supposed to get paid tomorrow 0 maybe you’ll get some
money one of these days. We are also supposed to get liberty Friday-
1 sure want to see what Honolulu looks like. Most of the boys that
“have been into town say it isn’t so hot.

They sure have some beautiful rings here at the ship stores. I
wished I had a couplté\ hundred I would send you one.

_Have you received any word on your income taxes?

- Well darling there isn’t much to write about so I’ll close. I love

_you and hope everyone is well. Kiss the kids and tell them their Dad
loves them both.r,l,ll; ’ ‘:‘;_?Q( . P k_: ‘ >\

A ey Loads of Love,
Letter to Judy Anderson .~ o W

e
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from T.S. Anderson” .« o SIS e | %
Date: June 12,1945 oo e T 1 g “
Passed Naval censor A g % ‘éa : AL,

Hello Judy Darling. T, Bl

How is my little sweetheart today? Have you been a good little gi,rl%s\ince""‘y(ﬁ)ﬁlfi dgdéiésiégén away? Are
you falging good care of little Mike and helping your mother? 1 know you have. %“

They have lots of little Kanackie boys and girls over here. I know you could have lots of fun playing with
them. They never wear shoes and I don’t think they ever take a bath. (A Kanackie is the Navy name for the
native%here on the island). When they are real small, like little Mike, they sure are cute. Someday after
daddie makes his first million, I’ll bring you Mike and Moma over here and we’ll have lots of fun. &

Did you enjoy your trip to Yosemite? What did you think of the big bears and the pretty deer? Ask

Grampa if he is going to take you deer hunting this year. Also tell him he had better do a little practicing
before he goes or you will kid him again this year. - ~ : i
Well honey you be a good little girl until Daddie gets home. Take good care of !pg_lﬁ;;\ﬁom and Mike. Tell

your mother Daddie loves her very much and misses her. L can’t think of anything more to say at present so

Ill say goodbye. Tell your Gram and Gramp hello. aat
£ T

o

.
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Saul, Vice President
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Jim Crow, Board Member
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Marie Domenico, Board Member
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Lloyd Dudding, Board Member
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Edna Makins, Board Member
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September Board Meeting:
Monday, Sept. 10, 2001, 7:00pm
at the Brea History Museum,
652 S. Brea Blvd.

Museun/Office Location:
652 S. Brea Blvd (at the Brea
Heights Shopping Center)

(714) 256-2283

Musenm Hours:

Thursdays: 11am until 1pm
Saturdays: 11am until 2pm

Or call to arrange a special tour!

185 PO. Box 9764
#25° Brea, CA 92822-9764
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Special Thanks

Corrections

In the last issue of "Historical

Happenings", we inadvertantly omit-

ted the following members from the
membership list. We sincerely apolo-

gize for any inconvenience this may
have caused.

The Weddle Family, Family
Membership -~

Howard Phelps, Individual
Membership

T

~ In memory of

Walt
Bergman

On Thursday, August 16, B@
ost one of it's most beloved, long-
{ime residents, Walt Bergman, af-
ter a brief illness. He was 95-years-
pld.
Walt was not just a valued
Brean for his knowledge of our
history. He was well-loved' by. ev-
pryone who knew him for his kind-
ess and generosity and he will be
eeply missed.

The family has asked that an
onations be made in Walt'
nemory to the Brea Historical So
iety. :

Volunteers

Volunteers! We need your help
down at the Brea History Museum
between the hours of 11am and 2pm
on Saturdays. You can help us set up
displays, assist with research, meet
new friends and learn something
about Brea's rich history. C'mon, you
know you wanna. We have air-con-

ditioning!
e, Brea Historical Society '

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Permit No. 117
Brea, California
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Whatever happened to the
Brea Clock?

Kathy Canon

The Brea Clock is
back!...finally returned to the
Downtown and placed at its
new home in early August,
2001. But, just where did they
put the clock, anyway?

In researching and inter-
viewing people about this
Brea landmark, its history and
renovation, I found out many
things I didn’t know before.
As a Brean who’s lived in the
city since 1981, the most sur-
prising of those things is...it
hadn’t been a fixture in the
Downtown area until 1975! |

The Brea Clock was origi- *
nally the stationmaster's clock
at the Santa Fe Railyards i ‘

i > il project architect for down-
i ) - o t, who
Riverside, CA.In 1975, itwas  cjry workers replace "Charlie's Clock" near the old town redevelopmen

: tep of the pro-
placed on Brea BIvd. by preq Hotel after it was removed and repaired due to ovggsi:eeiﬁggtion & fpthe
Charlie, the owner of a clock 44 4g¢ from a car accident in 1979. G053,

i Brea Clock was “an amazing

hop located in the old Brea n
;-Iotl::l building, as an advertising gimmick. Nicknamed and difficult job” that took 6 months tg C&T{’(l:t:(;mwp:;y
“Charlie's Clock”, it was purchased by the City when the  the job was tgqu over to Amp_ers:)n i{ rec(;ived B
shop was closed up and Charlie left town. It had become  specializing in hlSt(?’I‘lC reflov::\:ll:rr:l : :jisrepair. s
a landmark in Brea and fit right into the “Good Old Brea”  that was “peaten up” and mbgtrts N e et
concept for redevelopment of the Downtown. facing was broken, the numbe i ey

Over the years, because of vandalism and just plain

=z not working, the clock was
continually being taken down
and repaired. In 1979, a car
actually ran into the post,

, causing major damage to the
: clock. Subsequently, it didn’t
reappear again for a very long
time.

Continued vandalism, age,
and a failing mechanism
plagued the clock, and finally,
in 1994, it was carefully dis-
assembled and placed in stor-
age to await its restoration and
| re-emergence at the corner of
| Birch Street and Madrona
4 Ave.

k. According to Nate Cherry,




President's Message

THE CALL GOES OUT FAR AND WIDE

WANTED

I'have taken up the project of gathering a copy of
every newsletter that has ever been published for the
Society, which dates back to September of 1983. Thus
far, T have been fortunate enough to locate quite a few,
but there remains scattered issues missing as well as a
few big holes, such as every issue from the 1990’s.

Jane OBrien, fortunately, had the foresight to save
several years worth and place them in the museum files.
Also, Catherine Seiler made a great contribution by do-
nating a tremendous amount and nearly supplying a com-
plete set.

As opposed to printing either a list of what I do o
don’t have, I will ask that if anyone “out there” has any
issues that they would like to donate, or at least allow
me to photocopy. Please give me a call and I will check
my list to determine if I do, indeed, need them. M [y home
Pphone number is (714) 529-0635.

Also, it would be nice to collect a complete set of
the football “charms” that the Brea-Olinda High School
varsity football teams were awarded for winning the
CIF title in 1959, 1961, 1962 and 1963. Bill Preston of
Fullerton has already donated his from 1959 and that is
a start! If anyone would like to donate any of the re-
maining years, please be so kind as to give me a call.

Thirdly, if you have an opinion, whether it be pro or
con, regarding my letter to the editor that appeared in
the August 23 issue of the Star-Progress, feel free to

give me a call. I would be interested in hearing what
you have to say.

Finally, if you haven’t yetsent in your American Le-
gion building survey form, please do so! We greatly ap-
preciate those that have already responded and look for-
ward to hearing from the rest of you.

Jim recently met with Sherry F, arley at the Portola Mon,.
ment to discuss plans to repair and refurbish the it gng
beautify the surrounding area. Sherry is current Presi.
dent of the Grace Parlor #242 of the Native Daughters
of the Golden West. It was the Native Daughters who
erected the monument in June of 1932. Recently, Jim
was initiated into the Santa Ana parlor of the Native
Sons of the Golden West and hopes to gain his club’s
support and participation in this project.

VW




tuff Is?2?
Several new and very interesting displays have just been
added at the Brea History Museum. This is just one small
glimpse of what you can enjoy and learn about while visit-
ing. When was the last time you were here, anyway?

Downtown and Home Tour Info

You've been asking and now we have more informa-
tion regarding the upcoming Downtown and Home Tour

The "walking" tours will begin in early November,
with the tentative date scheduled for the weekend of No-
vember 8th/Tth, taking place in the late afternoons and
lasting approximately 2 hours. The route will take us
from Redwood Avenue to Brea Blvd. and then to Birch
St. and the "New Downtown". We are very excited that
two homes on Redwood have agreed to allow us inside
for a "peek". Plus, we have tons of interesting facts and
information to share with you about the buildings and
architecture on Brea Blvd. and Birch St. Now that we
know when, its time for you to sign up! We want to keep
the groups small, so make your reservations early by
calling Brian or Kathy at 714-256-2283. The cost per
person is $5.00 with proceeds going to the proposed
Brea Museum and Heritage Center fund.

Re-emergence of a Landmark - The Brea Clock

continued from page 1

the housing for the mechanism was rusted and the mecha-
nism itself was frozen and didn’t work at all.

World-class craftsmen created an “exact reproduction”
of many of the clock's components. The unique
handpainted calligraphy of the original numbers and let-
tering was painstakingly recreated. The original hands
were carefully removed and outlined exactly to use as
patterns to punch new hands out of the same metal as
the original. The clock mechanism was carefully taken
apart, molded and recast, then put back together by mas-
ter clock makers. The mechanism now runs perfectly.

The exterior casing is the original, repaired and re-
painted in its original color. The clock face is the origi-
nal, refurbished and repainted. The “Good Old Brea”
placard on top of the clock has been remade to the exact
specifications as the original, made from the same metal
in the same thickness.

The glass on the face is now frosted and surrounded
by soft lighting to provide night-time luminesence.

With the re-placement of the Brea Sign and now, the
Brea Clock, the landmarks of “Good Old Brea” are back
where they belong. Brand new, to be enjoyed now and
by future generations in Brea’s new Downtown.

I would like to gratefully acknowledge Brian Saul's
assistance in researching and providing background in-

formation on the history of the Brea Clock.

The newly refurbished Brea Clock at its new, perma
nent location at the corner of Madrona and Birch S
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The Shaffer Fountain - Then and Now
by
Brian Saul

Now that the old “Brea Welcomes You" sign and to this arca in 1903 when he became superintendent of 2
Charlie's Clock have returned to the downtown areaand  tool shop in the little oil town of Olinda. After some
been placed on the Birch Street Promenade, I thought — years there, he left for Santa Paula but returned to Brea
this might be a good time to tell you about the third Birch - in 1922, bewming a partner in the Brea Tool Works Co.
St. landmark., the new Shaffer g 1 When the company was sold, he
Fountain — how it came to placed , ‘ ﬁ bought it back himself, giving it

there and why it was given that laé' ﬁm the name Shaffer Tool Works.

name. ' : ""!g ,' That first plant was located on
In the late 80's, when Iwas - I the southwest corner of Birch St.

first bitten by that Brea history M: —— and Redwood Ave., and it pro-
bug, one of the first things I e : "4 duced a wide variety of oil tools
learned about was the story of ¥ - which led to the success of the
City Hall Park, its buildings and B company. Over the next 24 years
other features, some of which b1 that success continued and en-

were no longer there. The orig  abled the firm to expand around
nal American Legion Building, ~ the country.

sitting on the comer of Elm and According to everyone I've
Pomona Ave (Brea Blvd.) had talked to who knew Mr. Shaffer,
been sold in 1929 to the Anaheim ) and likewise from the articles I ve
School District and, according to . . =& ~Yread, he was a well-loved boss
the Brea Progress, was moved who went out of his way to care
there to be used as a “Mexican I~ for his employees, including dur-
school". In the 1940’s there was v ing that bad times of the Depres-
a pond at the southwest corner of "% sion.
the park that became a constant | - = " %="% Ina 1981 newspaper article,
sore point to neighbors who com- Fulfillment of a promise - The new Shaffer his one-time secretary Lois
plained about the nightly croak- Fountain on the Birch Street Promenade. ~ Muzzall Smith recalls that during
ing of the pond’s frog population. the company’s heyday, workers
The “feature” though that really interested me, one were more than just employees, they were family. “Mr.
that had also disappeared, was the Shaffer Fountain, Sit- - Shaffer was a man with a heart who would always smile
ting right where the present Memorial Rose Garden is  and say hello to everyone. He would also throw big com-
located, it was a huge, octagon-shaped, 3-tiered thing pany picnics,” she recalls, “and only a broken leg could
that must have been really something during the 21 years stop anyone from coming.”
it dominated the park. He was so respected by his many employees, espe-
And why was it built? Well, it's name partially gives ~cially those here in Brea, that when he died in 1946 they
that away. It was placed there to honor a very special - wanted to do something very special in his memory. What
man in our history—William D, Shaffer, or, as he was  they finally decided upon was a fountain, a really big foun-
commonly known, “W, D.” tain to be located in City Hall Park. Plans were devel-
The next questions naturally are, who was he and oped and many local firms and citizens contributed their
what makes him so special that he was honored in sucha  materials and skills at little or no cost.
way? On the evening of Sunday, Sept. 12, 1948 a big dedi-
Bom in Springtown, N.Y, in 1877, Shaffer first came continued on page 6




"Another' Museum Survey

Dear Historical Society Member,

In their report to the City Council, City staff would like to include results from specific questions
concerning our proposal for a Brea Historical Museum and Heritage Center. We all want to be

assured this is a project the citizens and especially the Historical Society members want to see
happen.

Please take a moment and answer these four brief questions. For or against, we would like your
input. This is the only way we can get a pulse on the community's desires.

1. Would you like to see the Old American Legion Building (aka: Old Police
Station) on the corner of Elm St. and Brea Blvd. in City Hall Park used as
a Brea Historical Museum and Heritage Center?

2. Would you be supportive of the City providing the building to the Historical
Society (a non-profit) for $1.00 per year to operate a Museum?

3 Are you supportive of the City providing other or additional financial
assistance to support the ongoing operation of the museum?

4.

Would you be willing to provide volunteer hours and/or financial donations
to help in the operation of the museum?

You do not have to sign this, but please return it as soon as possible to:
The Brea Historical Society

P.O. Box 9764
Brea, CA 92822-9764

Thank you in advance,

Don Schweitzer

Museum Chairman
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The Shaffer Fountain - Then and Now

continued from page 4

cation ceremony was held in the park with music, crowds
of people and a speech by then Mayor McCart. All this
was then followed by the big event of the night — the
ceremonial turning on of the fountain. Jets of water rose
high into the air “to the surprise and amazement of the
crowd.” They were even more impressed shortly there-
after when the changing colored lights were illuminated,
making the fountain “a thing of beauty and a restful pic-
ture to watch.”

All went well for several years, but then by the early
60's the fountain wasn’t working more than it was. The
piping had deteriorated, and work was constantly being
done 1o keep the water flowing. With all the problems,
there was even talk in 1963 of turning the whole thing
into one big planter!

Finally, in 1969 the City decided that it was time for
the fountain to be removed, but a promise was made to
the Shaffer Family that one day another fountain would
take its place.

Eleven years later it looked as if that promise was
going to be fulfilled when plans and a fountain model
were shown to the public. Nothing ever happened
though. Why not?

I became curious and contacted former Mayor Weddle
who had been in office during that time. According to
him, it was a period of drought and water conservation
so building a fountain at that moment just wasn’t the
best thing to do.

Unfortunately, it looked like the idea of a fountain
had died, but six years ago when I heard the City had
plans to place fountains in the downtown area, I had
meetings and wrote letters asking that one of those be
dedicated to Mr. Shaffer. No promises were made, but I
began to hear positive comments by the City that it just
might happen. A couple years later I moved away from
Brea. Still nothing had been done fountainwise, but, as I
learned later, Don Schweitzer whose father had worked
for Mr. Shaffer, had picked up the ball and was trying to
make the fountain a reality.

Finally last year, with the sound of falling water in
the background, that long ago promise to the family was
fulfilled. In a ceremony on the Birch Street Promonade,
reminiscent of the one 53 years ago and attended by sev-
eral members of the Shaffer Family, City officials and the
public, Don, serving as emcee, spoke of Mr. Shaffer, his

accomplishments and his caring for his employees.
Sure, the new fountain with its oranges and green
stems doesn't look anything like the original one in the
park, but that's okay. I think Mr. Shaffter would have
been pleased with it because after WWII one of the things
he produced here in Brea at a plant on Pomona Ave. was
a large wind machine on a high tower that was used to
prevent freezing of citrus groves during periods of frost.
So, next time you’re down on Birch St. stop and take
a look at the fountain, think of the original one, and, oh
yeah, one last thing — don’t forget to glance down at

the plaque.

On Sale Now at the
 Brea History Museum

Brea: Celebrating 75 Years. Written by Teresa
FHlampson, the book is 246 pages of photegraphs and re-
Counts Brea from its early days as a major oil-production

nd agricultural center. $28.00, incl. tax

rea: A Walk in Time. An entertaining 2-hour video
osted by Brea Historical Society Vice President, Brian
aul. Join Brian as he takes you on a tour of Brea's histori;
al landmarks and visits areas of the city that you didn'f
now were there. $14.95, incl. tax. :

tUEREAL A
AWValk In Tine -~ k

A
| WALK
IN
TIME
il

&
i

QAll proceeds from sales of the book and video go to assist thq
Bociety's preservation efforts in Brea,
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~ An early Brean remembers...

petter
r F)d“or‘ rticles i “H
ol ays enjoy thea ’l’cbes]lln your istorical Happenings” publication. The August article, “The Stewart
L Fa Fi.re of 19;6 % y f;ﬂn Saul really got my attention, especially the paragraph ‘“The fire-induced
,:Ionc (hat ripped © the roof of the Sutphen family home at the corner of Madrona and Cedar St.” You

oo interested in my experience during that fire and that particular incident.
M  parents; E|W°°d_a“d Isabella Moore, were early (1913) residents of Brea. [ was nine-years-old. My
WY Caroline, was thirteen. We Ilved‘at 201 Sievers Ave., on the west side of Brea. There was a walnut
o between us and the Tank Farm site.
That morning, when the t"ire s'»tarted, I was outside playing and saw the lightning strike the two tanks.
o following days were hectic with horror stories of how the hot, burning oil would boil over the tank walls
d run through the grove towards our home.

One daY it was so bad my mother, sister and I were really frightened. Dad put us in our 1925 Maxwell,
rove about two bloclfs and parked us on Cedar St. He then returned home to protect our property from

crazy people going through the yard to get closer to the fire. We stayed where Dad parked us, for a

port time; then the wind sta}'ted to blow. Things began falling on the car roof. It was scary.

A few minutes later, the wind really blew and howled. That is when the fire-induced cyclone ripped the
oof off Sutphen’s home. That cyclone picked the roof up then set it down right on top of our first parking
We were fortunate and our home was safe from the fire. Years later, “Redevelopment” moved ahead.

=

gpa(:e.

Signed,
Paul Moore
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On Cable Channel 3

You probably wonder what Brian
Saul does with his free time....well,
wonder no more! You can see him
this month, Monday thru Thursday
at 10a.m. and Thursday evenings at
7:30p.m. on Video Brea Line on
Channel 3, talking about the history
of the Shaffer Fountain. In early Oc-
tober, his new segment will give you
facts, history and information about
the Brea Sign and the Brea Clock.
We all know how much Brian loves
Brea history...and he always has some
"tidbit" that makes his "Did You
Know" segment fun and interesting.
Be sure and watch!

Special Thanks
to our
Corporate Sponsors

Pacific Western
National Bank

located at

275 N Brea Blvd

Taps Fish House
& Brewery

located at
101 E. Imperial Hwy

During this time of National Mourning...

The Brea Historical Society wishes to express
its prayers for the victims,
sorrow for their families,
and
gratttude to those that help and continue to .
give.

God Bless America

Brea Historical
Society

Jim Schweitzer, President
(714) 529-0635
Brian Saul, Vice President
(562) 698-5339
F.J. Mansur, Secretary/Treasurer
(714) 528-4240
Jim Crow, Board Member
(714) 529-3295
Marie Domenico, Board Member|
- (714) 529-6641
Lloyd Dudding, Board Member
‘ (714) 256-4324
Edna Makins, Board Member
(714) 529-1755

October Board Meeting:
Monday, Oct. 1, 2001, 7p.m.
at the Brea History Museum,

652 S. Brea Blvd.

Museum/Office Location:
652 S. Brea Blvd (at the Brea

Heights Shopping Center)
~ (714) 256-2283

Museum Hours:
Thursdays: 11a.m. until 1p.m.

Saturdays: 11a.m. until 2p.m.

Or call to arrange a special tour!

&

184 PO. Box 9764
»2=% Brea, CA 92822-9764

otct H;

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

oicy, Brea Historical Society

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Permit No. 117
Brea, California
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A Walk In Time: Part Three

by Brian Saul

Vol. XV, Ny, 2
March, 2001

: In August of 1903 t.he long-awaited water pipeline finally reached its destination, but three months later some-
Zholr?t%- ha;pp?trllletdh. Téle pipes were taken out and hauled back to Whittier. The Randolph Townsite Co. had canceled its
tract.ac wi ¢ E. Whittier Water Co. and had arranged to develop and pipe its own water to the entire Randolph

“Mansions’
Pillsbury and
Finally, in

to be built in the new town by Epes Randolph, fellow Pacific Electric Railway executive George E.
wealthy local land developer W.J. Hole were put on hold and then never constructed. :

an article in the Fullerton Tribune dated Dec. 10, 1903, it was reported that “the Randolph Townsite
(Co.) people have been offered a good price by a

Los Angeles syndicate for its 2,000 acres of La
Habra (Valley) land and may sell in a few days.”
What had happened? Why had events taken such

a negative turn? And why were there very few ref- ToeLa s Veley Lud e Wi o e o ey om0 e

i . -
erences to Randolph in the newspapers during the foc \nd @ vir by o o daors. s S0 supuier 10 Siush Caliwaln

for arw
following years? ggﬁ g Bl g e o
It's felt that the failure to establish Randolph as Your choice of this tract for $ISO00 per acve with 0o inch of

a town probably was because of not being able to coaveyed with every tea acres of land -
get enough water to the townsite. Also, from the E%Fg?éﬁ:t e 28 s wd e s 2 46 e
start, it has been promised by developers that the P oiiter w min Bnie w % pechen ok a

Pacific Electric Railway would reach the area, but A \J
unfortunately they hadn't been able to get the right- gotb iSBEL"}:h%nd CHESTER ROBINSO!
of-way to Randolph. T L oaion oo L sk, }C. Haa
Was Randolph dead? Not entirely. C.E. Uttcon- 7, communiry o 7 Randoloh et o e
tinued growing peanuts on his land until 1906 when spite the efforts of developers to lure settlers and investors. This qd
he sold it to Truman Berry of Whittier for approxi-  appeared in the Whitters News, January 31, 1903.
mately $20,000. The “temporary” Brea Canyon
School remained in use until 1910, when the new
Randolph School was built on the southwest cor-

had spelled the end of the town in 1903, ironically the arrival
of these things also brought about the demise of Randolph,
. but this time it was only the name. In 1911, Randolph was
ner of what 18 ROW Brea Blvd. ar.1d Lambert Rd.. changed to Brea, people began building homes on their newly-
4 19 Al e, Ran dolph the arnyal finally of the purchased townsite lots, businesses sprang up along Pomona
Pacific Electric Railway and the improvement of Ave. (now Brea Blvd.), in 1917 we became an incorporated
the water system.

Just as the lack of the railway and sufficient water continued on Page 4
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Did You Know?: Little known facts about
Brea.....Past and Present

own adult movie theater" Located in the now demullshed
Brea Theater (former]y the Red Lanteru), it was,

1. In the original plans for the current Civic Center, built
in 1980, the courtyard was to be covered by a decorative
canopy. The steel beams you can see now when you look
up were to be for its supports.

2. The last remaining section of the site where the huge
1926 Brea oil tank fire took place will soon be devel-
oped into an industrial park. Located just west of Berry
St., south of Central and north of Lambert, the area is
currently covered with oil tanks. During Brea’s 75th
Birthday Jubilee in 1992, this was a stop on the Living
History Bus Tour. Actors, as well as our historic
Seagreaves Fire Truck, were on hand to recreate the 1926
disaster.

3. Speaking of fire equipment, Brea’s first “fire station”
was a wood shed on Ash St., just west of Brea Blvd.
Located behind the original 1912 La Habra Bank Build-
ing, (later to be the post office and finally The Frame
Place), the shed supposedly contained all that was needed
in the early years to put out fires by the towns volunteer
firemen.

4. There used to be a small town (in the 1880’s) called
Petrolia at the mouth of Tonner Canyon, located near
the 57 Freeway Tonner Canyon exit.

5. Atthe top of the new Scout House, formerly old Brea
City Hall, there’s a black metal spire, or finial, that was
made in our sister city of Lagos de Moreno, Mexico. At
its very tip, shaped like an arrow, it says “Brea” on one
side and “Lagos” on the other. The spire was put there

to replace the original one which was moved to
the park’s gazebo in the 1970s.

6. Among the items placed in the Civic Center
time capsule to commemorate Brea’s 75th Birth-
day, there is a Nintendo machine and a game be-
_ longing to then 15 year-old Miguel Saul. The
| capsule is to be opened in 2017 to celebrate our
& centennial.

7. When Brea Blvd. was being widened in the
early 1990’s, workmen, during their excavation,

§ uncovered sections of the original cement street
pavement. This narrow section of street, origi-

i1 nally laid prior to 1920 was later covered with

asphalt and then forgotten.

8. During the filming of an episode of the his-

tory video “Brea: A Walk in Time”, near Brea Blvd. and

Ash St. in 1992, the on-camera host $ car was struck by

a hit-and-run driver who tried to flee the scene. Forty-

nately for the host, the cameraman was able to zoom in

on the car’s license plate. This video was later turned
over to the Brea Police and the driver was found and
apprehended.

9. In 1995, while excavation was being done at Brea
Junior High, an Indian stone metate and mano (a ancient
mortar and pestel) were discovered , yet another sign of
the original inhabitants of Brea.

10. Back in the 1920’s, there was serious talk about
building a county dirigible base at the site of the Brea
Airport, near the intersection of today’s Imperial Hwy
and Kramer. However, after much discussion, the pl
were scrapped because of safety reasons. There weret
many oil derricks in the vicinity and the hills were too
close to the proposed site.

A Suggestion T

Have you been to the third floor lobby of the Civic
Center and seen the 1914 photos of old downtown )
Brea, plus the updated photos taken in the early 1990’s?
Wouldn’t it be a good idea to now take a third set of
photographs of our new downtown?




Spring Fling!!!
Make your reservations ear|

to be held on May 3, 2001 at the Brea Bistro. This
fund-raising event for the Breg History Museum be-
gins at 5:30pm with a no-host bar and cocktail hour,
followed by dinner at 6_:30pm. Our very special guest
. is former San Diego Padre
pitcher and Cy Young Award
winner, Randy Jones, a 1968
graduate of Brea-Olinda High
{ School. The 1923 Seagrave
| Fire Truck will be on display,
s well as a classic car exhibit,
| musical entertainment and other
fun and surprises! The cost per
" | ticket is $25 for an unforget-
table evening that will benefit
Randy Jones - 1968 4 preserva%ion of history in
Brea. Tickets are limited, so make plans now to RSVP
by contacting Edna Makins 714-529-1755, Marie
Domenico 714-529-6640 or Jim Schweitzer 714-529-
0635.
The Brea Bistro is located at: 600 S. Brea Blvd.,

Brea, CA.

Y for our Spring Fling

Brea Historical Society

o of

(Wdingﬁ?our Family

Tree

SIGN-UP NOW for classes to be held at THE
BREA HISTORY MUSEUM and learn how to build
your family tree. The class is scheduled for six con-
secutive Tuesdays, beginning on April 24, 2001 through
May 29, 2001 from 10 a.m. until 11 a.m. Our instruc-
tor will be Allyson Smith. A $6.00 material fee will be
due at the first class.

If you have specific questions you would like an-
swered about searching for your ancestors and/or wish
to enroll in the class, contact P.J. Mansur at 714-528-
4240. Your name and questions will be given to our
instructor.

The Brea History Museum is located at: 652 S. Brea
Blvd., Brea, CA. We hope we see you there!

Jim Schweitzer, President
(714) 529-0635

Brian Saul, Vice President
(562) 698-5339

P.J. Mansur, Secretary
(714) 528-4240

This is your newsletter and we really want to make it both enjoyable for
you to read as well as informative. In order to do that we need your
input about its content as well as the kinds of articles you'd like to see

in the future. Please write us or include your comments with your
membership application at the Brea Historical Society, P.O. Box 9764,

iet TJs Knmgv

Edna Makins, Board Member
(714) 529-1755

Brea, CA 92821 or leave a message for Brian at 714-256-2283.

Jim Crow, Board Member _ %\oﬂce/ i Membership Applicadon

~ ndividual ..., $ 15.00
(714) 529-3295 T < Pamily .oiomunosmvmmmoanomnsssns $ 25.00
Marie Domenico, Board Member < TV T S $ 50.00
(714) 529-6641 A 2 PAITON wooovvevcvevnrnenenenreeseeenesssesesssssenas $100.00
April Board Meeting: @ ,,,,“,,,,,‘,,""‘,';;“,‘v Bii5iness PAOM: uucusesssmomsonsmorsernss $250.00
Monday, April 2, 2001, 7:00pm || Name:
at 180 Olinda Dr, Brea, CA Address:
Office Location: City: State: Zip:
652 S. Brea Blvd (at the Brea Dloias Email Address:
Heights Shopping Center (714) O omiments:

256-2283
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A Walk in Time, continued

city and 84 years later we're celebrat-
ing our 84th birthday.

We've certainly come a long way
inall those years, but at the same time
we've lost much of our early history.
Except for Randolph St. running
alongside Brea Mall and Berry St. to
the west of Brea Blvd., there are very
few references of or traces left of old
Randolph. The Pacific Electric Rail-
way Depot was demolished many
years ago, as was the old Randolph
School. No one is quite sure any
longer where the Brea Canyon
School used to be nor what it looked
like.

Even though the years have done
their best to swallow up the memo-
ries of old Randolph, it's important
that those memories not be forgot-
ten. They unfortunately were not the
most successful years of our history,
but nevertheless they did help to
shape and lay the foundations for the
Brea of today.

A note of appreciation...
We want to thank AlphaGraphics
for the wonderful work they do in

assisting us in producing our
newsletter... Thanks!

Thank you and Congratulations!

We want to thank all the Breans
and people from surrounding com-
munities for stopping by our table
at Border’s Books on February 23,
24, 25th to help us celebrate Brea’s
84th Birthday. We are especially
grateful to the management of
Border’s for donating the space and
allowing the Historical Society the
opportunity to meet the public. The
positive feedback we received was
overwhelming and we look at this
event as a starting point for the Brea
Museum to become more visible in
its efforts at preservation in the city.
We congratulate The Larum Fam-
ily for winning the drawing for the
video, “Brea: A Walk In Time” and
thank everyone for participating.

Special Thanks

to our
Business Patrons!

Pacific Western
National Bank

located at

275 N. Brea Blvd

More Thank Yous....

To Marie Shaffer of Mt. Vernon,
Oregon (formerly of Brea) for the
wonderful historic photographs she
donated to the Brea Historic Mu-
seum. Marie is the grand-daughter of
Bill Tremaine, who served as one of
Brea’s first city constables. Also, an
enormous Thank You to Bill Preston
of Fullerton (formerly of Brea) for
his generous donation of Brea-Olinda
High School trophies from the 1950’s
and the Boy Scout Uniforms from
Scout Troop 001, Brea. These are in
perfect condition and a wonderful
addition to our collection of Brea his-
tory. Look for these items to be on
display at YOUR Brea Historic Mu-

seum in the very near future.
l...‘.........‘...l...

Volunteers are ¢
Needed!!! &
If you can donate time and
oSpend a few hours on Saturdaysg
Jbetween 11:00am and 2: 00pm at?
°the Brea Historical Museum and'
-help preserve the history of our 01ty .
eplease contact Jim Schweitzer,q
JPresident at (714) 529-0635 org
*Brian Saul, Vice President at (562)'
-698 5339 or leave a message at thes

soffice at (714) 256-2283. :
Brea Historical Society

P.O. Box 9764
Brea, CA 92822-9764

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 5

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Permit No. 117
Brea, California
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A Walk In Time: Part Three

by Brian Saul

‘ In August of 1903 _the long-awaited water pipeline finally reached its destination, but three months later some-
thing happened. The pipes were taken out and hauled back to Whittier. The Randolph Townsite Co. had canceledits
contract with the E. Whittier Water Co. and had arranged to develop and pipe its own water to the entire Randoiph
tract.

“Mansions” to be built in the new town by Epes Randolph, fellow Pacific Electric Railway executive George E.
Pillsbury and wealthy local land developer W.J. Hole were put on hold and then never constructed.

Finally, in an article in the Fullerton Tribune dated Dec. 10, 1903, it was reported that “the Randolph Townsite
(Co.) people have been offered a good pricebya S
Los Angeles syndicate for its 2,000 acres of La
Habra (Valley) land and may sell in a few days.”

What had happened? Why had events taken such
a negative turn? And why were there very few ref-
erences to Randolph in the newspapers during the
following years?

Itx:lfl‘gt{hat the failure to establish Randolph as
a town probably was because of not being able to
get enough water t0 the townsite. Also, from the
start, it has been promised by developers that the
Pacific Electric Railway would reach the area, but
unfortunately they hadn't been able to get the right-
s Randdph i con-  The ' of Randolph eventually failed as an enterprt
M‘Z;sgmgﬁiﬁmwzna%&twm Z:;:;:me";;fz:i; ((’)‘_ff develo:ehrs to lure seitlers and investors. This ad

‘ 31, 1903.
he sold it to Truman Berry of Whittier for approxi- appeared in the Whitters News, January

i ironically the arr

0,000. The “temporary” Brea Canyon .4 soelled the end of the town it 1903, ironically I

rsl]:;;dgl fezmamed in yse unti 1910, when the n€W ¢ {hege things also brought about tt;z c};tﬁse I::nd R:{:;O‘

Randolph School was bt on the Southwest COF° gy s time it wes oy the “,fﬁimg ol boiolh

ner of what is now Brea Bivd. and Lambert Rd..  y0n0ed to Brea, Peoplebegtfn anghomeos s
1910 also saw in Randolph the arrival finally of the 3 chaged towsite {ots, businesses sp

i i ¢ an incorpor
pacific Electric Railway and the improvement of yve (now Brea Bivd), It 1917 we becam

the water system. _ .
Just as thelack of the railway and sufficient water

continued on Pe

—
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Did You KllOW?: Little known facts about
Brea.....Past

_1 . In the original plans for the current Civic Center, built
in 1980, the courtyard was to be covered by a decorative
canopy. The steel beams you can see now when you look
up were to be for its supports.

2. The last remaining section of the site where the huge
1926 Brea oil tank fire took place will soon be devel-
oped into an industrial park. Located just west of Berry
St., south of Central and north of Lambert, the area is
currently covered with oil tanks. During Brea’s 75th
Birthday Jubilee in 1992, this was a stop on the Living
History Bus Tour. Actors, as well as our historic
Seagreaves Fire Truck, were on hand to recreate the 1926
disaster.

3. Speaking of fire equipment, Brea’s first “fire station”
was a wood shed on Ash St., just west of Brea Blvd.
Located behind the original 1912 La Habra Bank Build-
ing, (later to be the post office and finally The Frame
Place), the shed supposedly contained all that was needed
in the early years to put out fires by the towns volunteer
firemen.

4. There used to be a small town (in the 1880’s) called
Petrolia at the mouth of Tonner Canyon, located near
the 57 Freeway Tonner Canyon exit.

5. Atthe top of the new Scout House, formerly old Brea
City Hall, there’s a black metal spire, or finial, that was
made in our sister city of Lagos de Moreno, Mexico. At
its very tip, shaped like an arrow, it says “Brea” on one
side and “Lagos” on the other. The spire was put there

and Present

. to replace the original one which was moved to
the park’s gazebo in the 19707s.

6. Among the items placed in the Civic Center
time capsule to commemorate Brea’s 75th Birth-
day, there is a Nintendo machine and a game be-
longing to then 15 year-old Miguel Saul. The
capsule is to be opened in 2017 to celebrate our
centennial.

7. When Brea Blvd. was being widened in the
early 1990’s, workmen, during their excavation,
uncovered sections of the original cement street
pavement. This narrow section of street, origi-
nally laid prior to 1920 was later covered with
asphalt and then forgotten.

8. During the filming of an episode of the his-
tory video “Brea: A Walk in Time”, near Brea Bivd. and
Ash St. in 1992, the on-camera host’s car was struck by
a hit-and-run driver who tried to flee the scene. Fortu-
nately for the host, the cameraman was able to zoom in
on the car’s license plate. This video was later turned
over to the Brea Police and the driver was found and
apprehended.

9. In 1995, while excavation was being done at Brea
Junior High, an Indian stone metate and mano (a ancient
mortar and pestel) were discovered , yet another sign of
the original inhabitants of Brea.

10. Back in the 1920’s, there was serious talk about
building a county dirigible base at the site of the Brea
Airport, near the intersection of today’s Imperial Hwy
and Kramer. However, after much discussion, the plans
were scrapped because of safety reasons. There were too
many oil derricks in the vicinity and the hills were too
close to the proposed site.

A Suggestion

Have you been to the third floor lobby of the Civic
Center and seen the 1914 photos of old downtown
Brea, plus the updated photos taken in the early 1970’s?
Wouldn't it be a good idea to now take a third set of

photographs of our new downtown?




Spring Fling!!!

Make your reservations early for our Spring Fling
to be held on May 3, 2001 at the Brea Bistro. This
fund-raising event for the Brea History Museum be-
gins at 5:30pm with a no-host bar and cocktail hour,
followed by dinner at 6:30pm. Qur very special guest
: ::is former San Diego Padre
* pitcher and Cy Young Award
winner, Randy Jones, a 1968
graduate of Brea-Olinda High
School. The 1923 Seagrave

- table evening that will benefit
oy lones 51993 he preservation of history in
Brea. Tickets are limited, so make plans now to RSVP
by contacting Edna Makins 714-529-1755, Marie
Domenico 714-529-6640 or Jim Schweitzer 714-529-
0625.

The Brea Bistro is located at: 600 S. Brea Blvd.,
Brea, CA.

Brea Historical Society

Jim Schweitzer, President

(714) 529-0635

Brian Saul, Vice President
(562) 698-5339

P.J. Mansur, Secretary

(714) 528-4240

Edna Makins, Board Member
(714) 529-1755

Jim Crow, Board Member
(714) 529-3295

Marie Domenico, Board Member
(714) 529-6641

April Board Meeting:
Monday, April 2, 2001, 7:00pm
at 180 Olinda Dr, Brea, CA

Name;

Building Your Family

Tree

SIGN-UP NOW for classes to be held at THE
BREA HISTORY MUSEUM and learn how to build
your family tree. The class is scheduled for six con-
secutive Tuesdays, beginning on April 24, 2001 through
May 29, 2001 from 10 a.m. until 11 a.m. Our instruc-
tor will be Allyson Smith. A $6 00 material fee will be
due at the first class.

If you have specific questions you would like an-
swered about searching for your ancestors and/or wish
to enroll in the class, contact P.J. Mansur at 714-528-
4240. Your name and questions will be given to our
instructor.

The Brea History Museum is located at: 652 S. Brea
Blvd., Brea, CA. We hope we see you there!

Let Us Know

This is your newsletter and we really want to make it both enjoyable for
you to read as well as informative. In order to do that we need your
input about its content as well as the kinds of articles you'd like to see
in the future. Please write us or include
membership application at the Brea Historical Society, P.O. Box 9764,
Brea, CA 92821 or leave a message for Brian at 714-256-2283.

r comments with your

Membership Application

$ 15.00
$ 25.00
$ 50.00
$100.00
$250.00

Address:

Office Location:

City:

652 S. Brea Blvd (at the Brea

Phone;

Email Address:

Heights Shopping Center (714)
256-2283

Comments:
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A Walk in Time, continued

gity and 84 years later we're celebrat-
ing our 84th birthday.
i We've certainly come a long way
in all those years, but at the same time
we've lost much of our early history.
Except for Randolph St. running
alongside Brea Mall and Berry St. to
the west of Brea Blvd., there are very
few references of or traces left of old
Randolph. The Pacific Electric Rail-
way Depot was demolished many
years ago, as was the old Randolph
School. No one is quite sure any
longer where the Brea Canyon
School used to be nor what it looked
like.

Even though the years have done
their best to swallow up the memo-
ries of old Randolph, it's important
that those memories not be forgot-
ten. They unfortunately were not the
most successful years of our history,
but nevertheless they did help to
shape and lay the foundations for the
Brea of today.

A note of appreciation...

We want to thank AlphaGraphics
for the wonderful work they do in
assisting us in producing our

newsletter... Thanks! ..oﬁice at ‘714! 256-2283. 3

Brea Historical Society
P.O. Box 9764
Brea, CA 92822-9764

Thank you and Congratulations!

We want to thank all the Breans
and people from surrounding com-
munities for stopping by our table
at Border’s Books on February 23,
24, 25th to help us celebrate Brea’s
84th Birthday. We are especially
grateful to the management of
Border’s for donating the space and
allowing the Historical Society the
opportunity to meet the public. The
positive feedback we received was
overwhelming and we look at this
event as a starting point for the Brea
Museum to become more visible in
its efforts at preservation in the city.
We congratulate The Larum Fam-
ily for winning the drawing for the
video, “Brea: A Walk In Time” and
thank everyone for participating.

Special Thanks

to our
Business Patrons!

Pacific Western
National Bank

located at
275 N. Brea Blvd

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED [ =

More Thank Yous....

To Marie Shaffer of Mt. Vernon,
Oregon (formerly of Brea) for the
wonderful historic photographs she
donated to the Brea Historic Mu-
seum. Marie is the grand-daughter of
Bill Tremaine, who served as one of
Brea’s first city constables. Also, an
enormous Thank You to Bill Preston
of Fullerton (formerly of Brea) for
his generous donation of Brea-Olinda
High School trophies from the 19507s
and the Boy Scout Uniforms from
Scout Troop 001, Brea. These are in
perfect condition and a wonderful
addition to our collection of Brea his-
tory. Look for these items to be on
display at YOUR Brea Historic Mu-
seum in the very near future.

*  Volunteers are
. Needed!!! e
e If you can donate time ande
*spend a few hours on Saturdayse
Sbetween 11:00am and 2:00pm at]
:the Brea Historical Museum and:
ehelp preserve the history of our city,e
eplease contact Jim Schweitzer,q
SPresident at (714) 529-0635 or?
¢Brian Saul, Vice President at (562)¢
¢698-5339 or leave a message at thee

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Permit No. 117
Brea, California
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«The Easterly 90 feet of

Kathy Canon

by

said lo

Lot 13 in Block A Tract #154 was once just
a bloc.k drawn on a map dividing properties in
thfa City of Brea, but today it is known as Old
City Hall Park. On April 11, 1928, the title-
holders to this tract of land, Brea Post #181
American Legion, represented by H.C.

Yarbrough, Ted Craig and R.H. Stegemen, €n-

tered into an agreement with the city 10 “sell

said property t0 the

of $4000 upon the following conditions”-
Among the conditions agreed to W€

«absolute and unco

#181, American Legion “toUse the Easterly 9

feet of said lot for Legion purP

right to «have a NeW puilding ©
» (1o replace the origin

City of Brea, for the sum

re the

es”., This included the

rected on the Easterly
al wooden Struc”

drawing by Dian® Marsh

nEasterly 90 feet of said lot..." now known as the 0ld American

nditional right” of Brea Post The "Easter?y
0 Legion Building.
Register of Historic Places by the US.

on the National
ept of the Interior.
Now, in 2001, the
anew chapter in

«gasterly 90 feet of said Jot” be-
its history. The proposal recently

feet of said lot
rure builtin 920) and that the building would beerecte i
“yithin reasonabl amount of time”- put before the City Council by Brea Historical Museun
On February 4, Brea Post #181 accepted e and Heritage Center Chairman, Dot Sc?\we%tzer,‘ is
report of their puilding mmittee and contracted with  first SteP towards an¢ future for this historic puildin
Fullerton puilder, nmoker (O puild the Spanish- This pmposa.l \}.Jou\d gived ed :efxovam
tyle gtructur 1y locate  the cornet of El toafine, old building and creat® perfect env?r‘t;:;ge(
d Brea Blv {o house the photogra'phs . artifacts an b rgom 11{ b
In 1934 the Leg10 sferred 0 nership of trusted tot reaHmstonca\ Society- 1; :g:i e
\ puilding té) the City ith the P ovision tha Museu \a c-H;en ai: we\x{ ou“gi et
( db clai edat uring the ext 10y d and‘ad\ in Brea, 85 e
e i Post { contin , Wit arch facilities, ¥ teract
t by paying ity on ea POS ! RN S St
: Y iding iy A icem {o con Lours s to out It
B placcd continued on|
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Colonial Revival Home at 400 S. Madrona drawing by Diann Marsh

Caring About History is Important

'y
Brian Saul

A visitor today driving along Brea Blvd. through the and where there is pride of ownership. Unfortunately ,
new downtown would have a hard time guessing that there aren’t many of these places left. Beautifu! old crafts-
our city is 84 years old. Everything is all new and shiny man bungalows, provincial revival and Mediterrancan-
and very little, if anything, of the old Brea remains. A _ Style homes on the 100 and 200 blocks of Flower, Red-
few blocks east though, everything is different, at least Wood, Poplarand Laurel Avenues became run-down over
for the present. Here is where our past can be seen. Here the years and were replaced by apartment houses and

is where the old homes tell the story of what Brea once ¢ondo complexes. R
was, but for how much longer? There is one area of the city, though, that is still al-

Over the last 15 years, scores of houses have been MOst totally intact and looks in many ways like it did
torn down. Even whole neighborhoods have disappeared  When the houses lining its streets were built 80 years ago.
to make way for redevelopment. And why did they have I'm speaking of the neighborhood surrounding old City
to go? The answer is simple. The neighborhoods got run  Hall Park.

down, most people didn’t care any longer and the area In the early years of Brea’s history, this land_ belonged
became ripe for change. to the Union Qil Co. Then on June 8, 1921, it was an-

Now the question is, why didn’t people care? That nhounced that Union would sub—diyide part of this land
question is also easy to answer. Many just didn’t appre- into 62 lots and build homes for its employees. These
ciate what they had. To most Breans, this area had sim- homes would be along what is now the 400 bloc.k of
ply become “that old neighborhood.” Walnut (west side), the 400 block of Madrona (both sides)

Every time I go to the Fullerton Library, I pass through ~and the east side of Sievers.
some very special areas of that city. Street after street in Described at the time in the local “Brea Star” news-
the downtown area is lined by simple, older homes built Paper as “one of Brea’s best locations for a beautiful resi-

about the same time as many of those here in Brea. There dential district,” this new tract, continued the “Star”,
are literally thousands of them, and what’s great about “shows the faith the Union Oil Co. has in the future of

these neighborhoods is that they have become places
where people want to live, not where they have to live.
Houses are well-cared for, the neighborhoods are clean
and the owners seem to be proud of their areas.
Coming back to Brea, we too have sections in the
downtown area where older homes are well cared for

the city. It encourages others to make definite plans for
the large city that is bound to develop here in the fu-
ture.”

Construction began soon after the announcement was
made in the paper. Besides the popular craftsman bunga-

continued on page 6
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Masonic Gateway Lodge No. 339 - A Rich History

in Bre:
by

Kathy Canon and Jack E. Dotson

The history of Masonry goes back hundreds of years.
No one is sure just when and how it was formed, but a
widely held belief among Masonic scholars is that it de-
veloped in Europe during the Middle Ages from
stonemason’s guilds that built the churches, cathedrals,
castles and battlements that were part of everyday life.

The oldest document making reference to Masons is
the Regius Poem, printed in 1390. This document is
believed to have been a copy of an even earlier work.

Documented history shows that in 1717, four Ma-
sonic Lodges formed the Grand Lodge of England in
London. Masonic Lodges quickly formed
throughout Europe and across the Atlantic
in Colonial America.

Because of their desire to restore the dig-
nity of man, Freemasons promote liberty of
the individual, the right of people to wor-
ship as they choose, the formation of demo-
cratic governments and the importance of
education to empower individuals economi-
cally, intellectually and as citizens.

Many of our America’s founding fathers were Ma-
sons, including Benjamin Franklin, Paul Revere and John
Hancock. George Washington was the Master of his
Lodge even as he served as President (the only to have
done so) and was sworn into office on a Masonic Bible.
That Bible has been used in almost every presidential
inauguration since and is now brought out from the Grand
Lodge in New York only for that purpose.

The symbols on today’s dollar bill related to Masonry.
The all-seeing eye is Masonic symbology and the pyra-
mid denotes America as a spiritual nation with additional
work to do - this is why the capstone is not connected to
the base of the pyramid, symbolizing the unfinished work.

Freemasonry grew rapidly throughout the United
States during the 1800’s and 1900’s. Since government
did not provide social entitlements during the earlier years,
the Masonic tradition of founding orphanages and homes
for the aged and infirm, along with support for free pub-
lic education, became a touchstone for society.

On April 3, 1926 five Master Masons met in the Brown

Mathes Lodge of Cranuge Lowsiy
& Cenpny of Mwsonie Servive

building in Brea to discuss the forming of a new Masonic
Lodge. The group included Lester L. Lemmon and
Charles C. Kinsler (serving as chairman and secretary
respectively), J.H. Robinson, Albert Boyd and R. E.
Critchlow. They continued meeting with other Masons
in the area, and their ranks grew rapidly.

As more Masons joined the group, it soon took on
the name of Brea Masonic Club. That club assisted
Deputy Grand Master Will H. Fischer during the Cor-
nerstone and Dedication Ceremony of the “old” Brea-
Olinda High School on October 2, 1926.

The club continued adding members,
meeting at various locations throughout
the city. On November 8, 1926, the club
decided to lease part of the Sewell Build-
ing on Pomona Avenue (now Brea Blvd.)
- alease was signed on December 1, 1926
and their leasehold converted into a Lodge
Room in which they subsequently met for
some twenty-six years.

The Brea Masonic Club evolved into
Citrol Masonic Lodge (for citrus and oil), so named to
avoid confusion with LaBrea Lodge then in existence
near Los Angeles.

Dispensation for Citrol Lodge was granted early in
1926, and was instituted by Henry MacMaster, Inspec-
tor of the 97th Masonic District, on March 4, 1927. Citrol
Lodge grew to more than 200 members and sponsored
affiliated organizations such as Eastern Star, DeMolay,
Job’s Daughters and Rainbow for Girls.

Groundbreaking for the Citrol Masonic Hall at Impe-
rial Hwy and Sycamore took place in April, 1952, and
on March 6, 1954, Frank Harwell, Jr. became the first
Grand Master of California Masons to officially visit
Citrol Lodge when officiated during the Cornerstone and
Dedication Ceremony.

With a cash outlay of “about $4,000” and “all other
work and material donated”, the “Brea Star” newspaper
reported on March 3, 1954 that “The temple will house

a large lodge hall with a mezzanine, a dining room with a
continued on page 8
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A History of John Yriarte and his Fami];

Part One of the History of John
Yriarte and his family was published
in the April issue of Historical Hap-
penings. After immigrating to the
United States from the Basque
provice of Spain, John's grandpar-
ents, Patricio and Pascuala Yriarte
settled in Brea (then Randolph) in
1905. Soon, Felix, Agustin, Julian,
Ysabel, Mary and Ysidoro were born.
After Ysidoro died ininfancy, the five
surviving children grew to have fami-
lies and farms of their own in Brea.
Agustin Yriarte met and married
Lorenza Lorea and their family soon
included John, Patricio and Anita
Yriarte. The following is Part Two of
the History of John Yriarte and his
Family.

John and his family were living on
East Ash St. on April 8, 1926. He
remembers this day, as do so many
other early Breans, as the day of the
huge oil storage tank fire near what
is now Berry St. and Lambert Rd. He
recalls the storm coming in the night
before with heavy rain and winds. By
dawn, thunder was rolling across the
sky. At approximately 9am., light-
ning struck at least one of the stor-
age tanks, setting it ablaze with an
explosion loud and strong enough to
blow open the door of their East Ash
St. home. The fire raged throughout
the day, filling the sky with black
smoke and raining soot and ashes
onto the city into the night.

John also recalls sitting on his back
porch on Ash St. with his family,

Part Two

by Kathy Canon

watching the planes and their death
defying manuevers in the Air Shows
held at the Brea Airport (near today’s
intersection of Kramer and Imperial
Hwy).

Lefrto nght Patrtao Anita and
John Yriarte. Photo circa 1935.

After completing his elementary
education, John attended the old
Brea-Olinda High School, then lo-
cated on Birch St. He graduated in
1935, third in his class and is remem-
ber in his yearbook as “...solitary as
an oyster”. He was on the school
honor roll, participated in track for 3
years and served as president of the
schools Spanish Club in his senior
year. When John graduated, there
were a total of 49 people in his class,

including Harvey Sweet and
Katherine Fanning.

Sadly, 1935 brought tragedy to
Agustin and Lorenza Yriarte and their
family. After battling tuberculosis a
few years earlier, Anita Yriarte had
contracted the disease again. Conven-
tional treatment at the time was to
collapse the infected lung and then,
prolonged rest. After what as be-
lieved to be a full recovery, Anita
became ill again shortly after gram-
mar school and her remaining lung
became infected. In August 1941,
Anita died, just a month short of her
21st birthday.

After high school, John enrolled
in Fullerton Junior College, taking
business courses until 1937. During
these years of “The Great Depres-
sion”, jobs were hard to find, evenin
Brea. John worked as a warehouse-
man until December 5, 1939, when
he went to work for Southern Coun-
ties Gas Company, known today as
Southern California Gas, for $100 per
month. Shortly after taking this job,
John bought his first car, a 1938
Chevy, for $800 from Barton
Chevrolet on Brea Blvd. at Birch St,
which later became Pawlack Tile.

Shortly before the outbreak of
World War I1, John registered for the
draft in Fullerton and was drafted
November 12, 1941 and sent to Fort
Crockett, near Galveston, Texas. He
served just over four years in the 20th

continued next page
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John Yriarte

continued from page 4

coastal Artillery Unit. This was John'’s first time out of California.

n December 1945 when John returned home to Brea from the service, he
found his job waiting for him, W!lere he stayed until his retirement in 1982.
puring those years, Lorenza Yriarte died of a stroke in 1950 at the age of
1. Four years later, John moved to Orange and lived there until 1968 when
pe returned once more to Brea. In 1983, Agustin Yriarte died at the age of

4.
? Over the span of John’s life here in Brea, he has experienced much. He's
seen Hollywood production companies come to town to shoot movie .back-
grounds and scenes for stars like William Boyd (Hopalong Cassidy) as well
as Lana Turner in “The Postman Always Rings Twice”. When he ﬁ{st started

continued next column
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John Yriarte at his home ml
Brea. April, 2001

working for the Gas Co., they ser-
viced 50,000 meters. When he re-
tired, they were servicing 600,000.
Over the years, groves and or-
chards were subject to disease and
development and the old Yriarte

~ Ranch eventually turned into much

of what is now the City of Brea. Only
Ysabel Yriarte’s heirs still own a very
small portion of what was the Yriarte
Ranch, The Brea Ranch Center lo-
cated on Imperial Hwy.

Imperial Hwy., Laurel Avenue,
Poplar, Elm, Ash, Randolph, Birch
Streets...names we all know. Streets
we all drive. Once part of the Yriarte
Ranch, now a very large part of
Brea’s history.

The Brea Historical Society would
like to thank John Yriarte for shar-
ing his memories and photographs
of Brea and his family for this ar-
ticle.

- Do you have an interesting topiq
br know @ Brea resident who woula
be a perfect subject for a future His
forical Happenings article? Let ug
know by calling the Brea Historical
Society at 714-256-2283 and leavé
1 message for Kathy Canon.




Caring About History is Important
continued from page 2

low homes with their low-pitched roofs, wide porches
and horizontal windows grouped in threes, there were
also Mediterranean-style homes covered by red tile roofs.
Interspersed amongst them  were three or four beautiful
colonial revival homes.

Especially interesting today is the 400 block of Mad-
rona. Just as in Fullerton, the houses here are well-cared
for, and there is neighborhood pride in keeping the street
a special place to live. I've always said that if I could
move to any place in the city, this is where it would be.

My hope for this area is that it becomes a place ap-
preciated for what it is. No, it’s not filled with big Victo-
rian houses that everyone seems to love, but it is filled
with homes that represent the lifestyles of the early Breans
who settled this community.

Take a drive around this neighborhood sometime and
really look at the beautiful colonial revival home at 400
S. Madrona, the unusual craftsman bungalow next door
at 406, or the small Mediterranean at 416. Now continue
south to the 500 block of Walnut, where there are some

wonderful steep-roofed provincial revival homes built in

1929. And what about the beautiful houses on the 300
block of Madrona? Aren’t all of these little homes worth
saving?

Of course, my answer is yes, but it’s not only up to
me. It’s the responsibility of all Breans. What is impor-
tant is that we are aware and remain aware of what we
have before we lose it. It’s as simple as that. These older
Brea neighborhoods that still exist are truly special places.
They certainly don’t deserve to be lost to deterioration
or redevelopment, as others have been, because of us
not caring until it’s too late.

Many, Many Thanks!

The Brea Historical Society would like to thank two
great people for their generous contributions in helping
us improve our computer system at the Brea History
Museum.

Vannoye Mastrejuan donated a complete PC system
to the Museum and Rick Herchek took the donated PC
and the PC we were using into his shop and donated
parts and time, combined usuable parts from both com-
puters and built us a very smart and sassy little number.

Thanks, you guys, for the new jet! We're zoomin'
now!!

Don't Miss This!-

As a follow-up to last month’s Hlstorlcal Happen-

ngs article on the Brea Noon Lions, don’t forget tq
une in to “Talk of the Town with Wade and PJ” on
delphia Cable Channel 48 on 'Ihesdays and T s-

'bqut the lustury af the Masons"and Gateway Lodge
No. 339 in this i 1ssue of Hlstorlcal Happemngs

"The Easterly 90 feet of said lot..."

continued from page 1

Acceptance of this proposal would fulfill the promise
made by the City Council in 1994 to the Brea Historical
Society to find it a permanent home and also create an
additional fundraising arm to provide for expenses in-
curred by the Heritage Center and relieve the city of the
responsibility of financial assistance.

The Brea-Olinda Unified School District, Boys and
Girls Clubs of La Habra/Brea, Unocal, Pacific Western
National Bank, McBride & Associates, Inc., Neels Brea
Mortuary, Olympic Packaging, Inc., Brea Noon Lions
and historian/author Esther R. Cramer, along with the
Brea Historical Society Board of Directors, endorse and
support the proposed Brea Museum and Heritage Cen-
ter.

This proposal is the first page in the new chapter for
the Old American Legion Hall, the perfect venue for “Pre-
serving the Past for the Future”.
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Brea, CA 92821 or leave a message for Brian at 714-256-2283. Not a
member? Join now and help us preserve the history of Brea.
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Masonic History in Brea
continued from page 3

modern kitchen, recreation hall and
two sets of restrooms. The building
will have no indebtedness when com-
pleted”.

Over the years, Citrol Lodge laid
cornerstones for many landmarks in
Brea, including Fanning and Coun-
try Hills Elementary Schools and the
Brea Civic Center. On December 2,
1989, they laid the comerstone for
the “new” Brea-Olinda High School
on Wildcat Way.

In the 70’s, 80’s and 90’s, mem-
bership in North Orange County
Masonic Lodges began to decline.
Faced with fewer and fewer members
available for serving the principal of-
fices in both Citrol and Fullerton
Lodge, they consolidated as Gateway
Lodge No. 339 on December 1,
1996, now meeting in the Brea Ma-
sonic Hall.

Gateway Lodge No. 339 is among
numerous Masonic organizations in
the United States that contribute to
various charities at the rate of some
$3 million per day. These charities
include Scottish Rite and Shriner’s

hospitals for disabled and handi-
d children, Masonic Alms for

%

_ie,  Brea Historical Society

G

0“‘ H’:

"' P.O. Box 9764
¢ Brea, CA 92822-9764

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

the Elderly, children’s homes, retire-
ment and care facilitics, eye clinics
and language disorder centers. Their
services are free of charge to those
they serve, made possible through
endowments compiled through the
years by Masonic members and or-
ganizations.

On June 6, 2001, Master Victor
Asfour of Gateway Lodge will
present awards to deserving Brea
Junior High School students during
their U.S. Constitution Observance.
And on June 12, the Lodge will
present scholarships to three excep-
tional Brea-Olinda High School stu-
dents for academic excellence and
community service.

Membership in the Masonic
Lodges of America now exceeds 4
million. Masonry is by far the oldest
and largest brotherhood in the world,
and has compiled a vast, rich history
in Brea and throughout the world.

Business F Patron

acific Western
at10nal Bank

KATHY CANON
1414 WCENTRAL AVE #21
BREA CA92821-2405

Many Brea pioneers were members
of the Citrol Lodge, and their adher-
ence to the principal Masonic tenets
of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth
has helped make Brea the thriving
community we know today.

The Brea Historical Society thanks
Past Fullerton Master, Jack E. Dotson
for his time, assistance and contribu-
tion of materials to the Brea History
Museum in researching this article.

Where Are YOU???

Friends! Romans! Members of the
Brea Historical Society!!! WHERE
ARE YOU??

We’ve got two AWESOME new
exhibits at the Brea History Museum
and you haven’t been here yet to ex-
perience them!

I’'m not even going to tell you
what they are...you have to come
down and find out. BUT!! I will give
you THREE hints: they’re about Qil
History, Charles C. Kinsler and
BASEBALL...so, what are you wait-
ing for? Is today Thursday between
1la.m. and lp.m. or Saturday be-
tween 11a.m. and 2p.m.? If it is, then
drop this newsletter and GET

DOWN HERE NOW! We're
OPEN!!!
Non-Profit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Permit No. 117

Brea, California
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‘The Easterly 90 feet of said lot...”

Lot 13 in Block A Tract #154 was once just
a block drawn on a map dividing properties in
the City of Brea, but today it is kn

) y it is known as old

City Hall Park. On April 11, 1928, the title-
holders to this tract of land, Brea Post #181
American Legion, represented by H.C.
Yarbrough, Ted Craig and R.H. Stegemen, €n-
tered into an agreement with the city to “sell
said property to the City of Brea, for the sum
of $4000 upon the following conditions”.

Among the conditions
“absolute and unconditiona
#181, American Legion “touse the Easterly 9
feet of said lot for Legion purpose
“have a new building erecte

agreed to were the
I right” of Brea Post

s”. This included the on the Nation

d on the Easterly 90

Kathy Canon

drawing by Diann Marsh

The "Easterly 90 feet of said lot..." now known as the Old American

Legion Building.
ional Register of Historic Places by the U.S.

Dept of the Interior.

Now, in 2001, the «Easterly 90 feet of said lot” be-

right to
feet of said lot” (t0 replace the original wooden Struc
ture built in 1920) and that the building would be erected gins anew chapter in its history. The proposal recently
«within a reasonable amount of time™. put before the City Counc‘il by Brea Historic'fﬁ Museum
On February 4, 1930, Brea Post #181 accepted the and Heritage Center Chairman, Don_ Sc.hweftzer,. i .the
report of their building committee and contracted with first step towards a new fqture for this historic building.
Fullerton builder PN. Schmoker t0 build the Spanish- This proposal would give a much needed repovanon
: 10 a fine, old buildin and create the perfect environment
style structure presently located at the corner of Elm St. toalifie, g ‘ w
and Brea Blvd to house the photographs, actifacts and memorabﬂ}a en-
h l Legion Post transferred ownership of the trusted to the Brea Historical Society. The Brea_H\stor.xo
]lr(; it he C%lonf Brea with the provision that it cal Museum and Heritage Center would provide chil-
building to the ity 0 : _ .
could bge reclaimed at any time during the next 10 years dren and'adults in Brea, a8 .well. as surig:n:ﬁigi :;:; d; _
by paying the city on€ dollar. Brea Post #181 continued nities, with research faciliies, lngcf?:§t} D et
) , . onjunction Wi . and conference facttl ies ;
adi tion with lays, meeting At -
0 OCCUP)II)&F bugguz,[f::;?tany years eoRIeE lt)ional center 10 connect our schools to our rich history-
the City Police p ’ _ . 6
In 1)9JS4, the former American Legion Hall was placed continued on pag
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availabic and where there is pride of ownergh;

ohe S . iror today driving along Brea Blvd. thrqug fiibe there aren’t many of these places Jeft h];p. Uflfom’"ate!

AN Adw:;(?c;wn \{/ould have a hard time guessing that man bungalows, provincial revival .anfiall\l/;lful g

i new dow it and shiny ¥ edit

g5 our city is 84 years old. Everything ;fi agrz‘:v:emam s. A Style homeson the 100 and 200 blocks of Flé\inaﬂean.

f the o wood, Poplar and Laurel Avenues became mndofvf, Red
nOVgI- !

996, now : 2 .
. a3 and very little, if anything, ol the 0%
s few blo’st east though, everything 15 different, at least the years and were replaced by apart
oo fc the present. Here is where our past can be seen. Here o e partment hougeg g
erous oy once : : 3
S is where the old homes tell the story of what Brea There is one area of the city, though, tht isstlly.
most totally intact and looks in many ways like i dld

1l
iy was, but for how much longer? e b
Over the last 15 years, scores of houses ha when the houses lining its streets were built g o

rrious cl
 millior . 5 eared
Jude S tom down. Even whole neighborhoods f;]a"z 'filiﬁgp have 1'mspeaking of the neighborhood surrounding oig Ciy
; to make way for redevelopment. And why did they .
v {0 g0? The answer is simple. The neighborhoods got run Hall Park. e :
w s go? gl R L Inthe efarly years of Brea’s history, this land~ belonged
5 DHR, W08 I{’e ph to the Union Oil Co. Then on June 8, 1921, it was ax
i ’g; beCNasl ; I:hie 32;1.22%2' why didn’t people care? That nounced that Union would sub-diyide part of this land
T \_.5 avestionis algo easy (o z;n swer. Many just didn’t appre- into 62 lots and build homes for its employeesi Ttes;
e ciate what they had. To most Breans, this area had sim- homes would 'be along what is now the 400 l:hoscl de:)
ply become “that old neighborhood.” Walnut (west side), the 400 block of Madrona (bo
Every time I go to the Fullerton Library, I pass through and the east side of Sievers. ¢ k2
24 F i & Described at the time in the local Bre;le i:ﬁf,f"?i:

DR some very special areas of that city. Street after street in :
the downtown area is lined by simple, older homes built Paper as “‘one of Brea’s best locations f?ra d the “Sta’
about the same time as many of those here in Brea, There dential district,” this new tract, contml_l; the future o
are literally thousands of them, and what's great about *“shows the faith the Union Oil Co- haj lﬁnite plans 1
these neighborhoods is that they have become places the city. It encourages others to make ehere in the &
where people want to live, not where they have to live, the large city that is bound to AL
Houses are well-cared for, the neighborhoods are clean ture.” ounccﬂlf""w
Construction began soon after the am:afts pung®
oﬂP"M

and the owners seem to be proud of their areas. c
Coming back to Brea, we too have sections in the mMade in the paper. Besides the popis d
downtown area where older homes are well cared for conis
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Mason:
asonic Gateway Lodge No. 339 - A Rich History

in Brea

by
Kathy Canon and Jack E. Dotson

The history of M

" ason

No one is sure just whc:r:y aﬁgeli:\zc}( hundreds of years. ~building in Breato discuss the forming of a new Masonic
it was formed, buta Lodge. The group included Lester L. bemmoﬁ and

widely held beli
VeIOpi,d inb;::i ;remzll:;gr il\:as?trllic sc.holars is that it de-
stonemason’s guilds that bu%lt the I\glddlc Ages from
castles and battlements that wi ® Shches, cathedrals,
The oldest document m _ere part of everyday life.
the Rew; : a_klng reference to Masons is
T glus Poem, printed in 1390. This d i
elieved to have been a copy of a f’Cumem is
Documented hi N n e\_fen earlier work.
sonic Lodemef istory shows that in 1717, four Ma-
et 1%};:s 01.'med the Gra'nd Lodge of England in
. h. asonic Lodges quickly formed
- g Qut Europe and across the Atlantic
in Colonial America.

. Because of their desire to restore the dig-
nlty‘of man, Freemasons promote liberty of
the individual, the right of people to wor-
ship as they choose, the formation of demo-
cratic governments and the importance of
education to empower individuals economi-
cally, intellectually and as citizens.

Many of our America’s founding fathers were Ma-
sons, including Benjamin Franklin, Paul Revere and John
Hancock. George Washington was the Master of his
Lodge even as he served as President (the only to have
done so) and was sworn into office on a Masonic Bible.
That Bible has been used in almost every presidential
inauguration since and is now brought out from the Grand
Lodge in New York only for that purpose.

The symbols on today’s dollar bill related to Masonry.
The all-seeing €ye is Masonic symbology and the pyra-
mid denotes America as spiritual nation with additional
work to do - this is why the capstone is not connected to
the base of the pyramid, symbolizing the unfinished wgrk.

Freemasonry grew rapidly throughout the United
States during the 1800’s and 1900’s. Since govament
did not provide social entitlements during the earlier years,
the Masonic tradition of founding orphanages and homes
for the aged and nfirm, along with SUPPO“_fOr free pub-
lic education, became a touchstone for socn_et)’-

On April 3, 1926 five Master Masons metin the Brown

Mophes Lodye of Cranue Cowsy
8 Cenpy of Musnde Sevéive

Charles C. Kinsler (serving as chairman and secretary
respectively), J.H. Robinson, Albert Boyd and R. E.
Critchlow. They continued meeting with other Masons
in the area, and their ranks grew rapidly.

As more Masons joined the group, it soon took on
the name of Brea Masonic Club. That club assisted
Deputy Grand Master Will H. Fischer during the Cor-
nerstone and Dedication Ceremony of the “old” Brea-
Olinda High School on October 2,1926.

The club continued adding members,

meeting at various locations throughout
the city. On November 8, 1926, the club
decided to lease part of the Sewell Build-
ing on Pomona Avenue (now Brea Blvd.)
- alease was signed on December 1, 1926
and their leasehold converted into 2 Lodge
Room in which they subsequently met for
some twenty-six years.

The Brea Masonic Club evolved into
Citrol Masonic Lodge (for citrus and oil), so named to
avoid confusion with LaBrea Lodge then in existence
near Los Angeles.

Dispensation for Citrol Lodge was granted early in
1926, and was instituted by Henry MacMaster, Inspec-
tor of the 97th Masonic District, on March 4, 1927. Citrol
Lodge grew to more than 200 members and sponsored
affiliated organizations such as Bastern Star, DeMolay,
Job's Daughters and Rainbow for Girls.

Groundbreaking for the Citrol Masonic Hall at Impe-
rial Hwy and Sycamore took place in April, 1952, and
on March 6, 1954, Frank Harwell, Jr. became the first
Grand Master of California Masons 10 officially visit
Citrol Lodge when officiated during the Cornerstone and
Dedication Ceremony-

With a cash outlay of wabout $4,000” and “all other
work and material donated”, the “Brea Star” ne_WSpaper
reported on March 3, 1954 that «The temple will house

k : " e
hall with a mezzanine, adining room wit
alarge 0de® continued on page




Caring About History is Important
continued from page 2

low homes With their low-pitched roofs, wide porches
and horizontal windows grouped in threes, there were
also Mediterrancan-style homes covered by red tile roofs.
Interspersed amongst them  were three or four beautiful
colonial revival homes.

Especially interesting today is the 400 block of Mad-
rona. Just as in Fullerton, the houses here are well-cared
for, and there is neighborhood pride in keeping the street
a special place to live. Ive always said that if I could
move to any place in the city, this is where it would be.

My hope for this area is that it becomes a place ap-
p‘reciated for whatitis. No, it’s not filled with big Victo-
rian houses that everyone seems to love, but it is filled
with homes that represent the lifestyles of the early Breans
who settled this community.

Take a drive around this neighborhood sometime and
really look at the beautiful colonial revival home at 400
S. Madrona, the unusual craftsman bungalow next door
at 406, or the small Mediterranean at 416. Now continue
south to the 500 block of Walnut, where there are some
wonderful steep-roofed provincial revival homes built in
1929. And what about the beautiful houses on the 300
block of Madrona? Aren’t all of these little homes worth
saving?

Of course, my answer is yes, but it’s not only up to
me. It’s the responsibility of all Breans. What is impor-
tant is that we are aware and remain aware of what we
have before we lose it. It’s as simple as that. These older
Brea neighborhoods that still exist are truly special places.
They certainly don’t deserve to be lost to deterioration
or redevelopment, as others have been, because of us
not caring until it’s too late.

Many, Many Thanks!

The Brea Historical Society would like to thank two
great people for their generous contributions in helping
us improve our computer system at the Brea History
Museum.

Vannoye Mastrejuan donated a complete PC system
to the Museum and Rick Herchek took the donated PC
and the PC we were using into his shop and donated
parts and time, combined usuable parts from both com-
puters and built us a very smart and sassy little number.

Thanks, you guys, for the new jet! We're zoomin'

now!!

Don't Miss This!

As a follow-up to last month’s Historical Happen:
ings article on the Brea Noon Lions, don’t forget ta
tune in to “Talk of the Town with Wade and PJ” on
Adelphia Cable Channel 48 on Tuesdays and Thurs4
days at 4p.m. and 9p.m. o :
Their first program features the national and lo-
Lal activities of the Brea Noon Lions Club, highlight.
jng their involvement with school and community
roups with an emphasis on the Lions major com{
nitment to vision services for children in publid
chools. Guests include Dave LaNeve, Brea Police
aptain Dave Carlock (current President of Breq
oon Lions) and Don Schweitzer.

A second program features the Brea Masonid
ateway Lodge No. 339. Guests include Claron
nderson, Moe Brubaker and Ron Miller represent;
ng Master of the Lodge, Victor Asfour. From the turn
f the 20th Century, Masonry in California has been
he major supporter of public education. Read morg
bout the history of the Masons and Gateway _Lodgﬁ
jo. 339 in this issue of Historical Happenings.

"The Easterly 90 feet of said lot..."

continued from page 1

Acceptance of this proposal would fulfill the promise
made by the City Council in 1994 to the Brea Historical
Society to find it a permanent home and also create an
additional fundraising arm to provide for expenses in-
curred by the Heritage Center and relieve the city of the
responsibility of financial assistance.

The Brea-Olinda Unified School District, Boys and
Girls Clubs of La Habra/Brea, Unocal, Pacific Western
National Bank, McBride & Associates, Inc., Neels Brea
Mortuary, Olympic Packaging, Inc., Brea Noon Lions
and historian/author Esther R. Cramer, along with the
Brea Historical Society Board of Directors, endorse and
support the proposed Brea Museum and Heritage Cen-
ter.
This proposal is the first page in the new chapter for
the Old American Legion Hall, the perfect venue for “Pre-
serving the Past for the Future”.
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A Visit with Walt Bergman

by Brian Saul

.The Brea Historical Society made a
quick trip to Las Vegas last month, but
not for the reasons you might think.
?nstead, it was all in the name of learn-
ing about and recording our history
when newsletter editor Kathy Canon
and I interviewed one of Brea’s favor-

ite people, former resident, 95 year-old
‘Walt Bergman.

TR RS N T Y
S 5

Armed with a tape recorder and two
90-minute tapes, we met Walt at the
home of his daughter Darlene with
whom he’s been living since the mid-
90’s.

If you’ve ever talked to Walt, you
know just what a remarkable memory
he has, and since he came to Brea in home,

periences and stories to record. Canon. May, 2001.

Walt Bergman, at his Las Vegas, N

Will Churchill, who built the wood por-
tion of the Humming Bird (wings, tail
and fuselage), also built Walt and
Evelyn’s 1929 Provincial Revival home
at 311 S. Orange Ave.

9. Of interest also is that a little af-
ter 9a.m. on April 8, 1926, Walt remem-
bers standing, facing west, at the
counter at the family’s Bergman Garage
at the corner of Birch and Brea Blvd.
(later the home of Pawlack Tile). All
of a sudden, he saw a “whole wall” of
flame shooting into the air. (This
occured when lightning struck tanks at
Fl  the Union Oil Tank Farm). The fire, he
said, lasted a week and it was true, he

sharing memories of his life added, that because of the flames you
1916, there are a lot of wonderful ex- in Brea with Brian Saul and Kathy

could read a newspaper on Brea Blvd.
in the middle of the night. Among other

Once we pushed the record button, the three hours
went by quickly. Unfortunately, because of space I can’t
tell you everything he said, but I am going to give you
some of the highlights.

1. Twenty year-old Walthad the concession stand sell-
ing “soda pop” at the big Brea Airport Air Show in April,
1926. On the second day of the meet, the tiny Humming

Bird airplane crashed and Walt was one of the first per-
sons to reach the wreck. He described the scene by say-
ing the plane had “plunged into the dirt” and the young
pilot was crushed from his mid-section down. Two to
three days later, Walt attended his funeral in Long Beach.

Jutics that week, he helped to direct traffic caused by
people coming from all over Southern California to see
the “spectacle” of smoke and flames. Even at 2a.m., Brea
was full of sightseers.

3. At one time, the city’s telephone exchange building
was located behind the Bergman Garage. Walt opened
the garage at Sa.m. and left at 10p.m. most days. He
recalls there being only one telephone operator working
a shift at a time and they would change shifts through-
out. As he remembers, one operator opened the door to
the phone exchange and stepped out for some reason,

continued on page 8




Hictory in Brea

l-'\v T“‘r"v‘v»;- T 1A

mnrer

d from page 3

e a ride witl
3 - or hitching @ ride Wi
Jim Schwettzer o o

Jack Smith a! May's SP

Far and 2wy, th ‘
important goal of this year s 10 secure an

and Pacific Western Na-
d and

U
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tional Bank) have been : '
voiced a very real and sincer¢ interest 10

helping to fund this project: and negotia-
tions with the City of Brea and lhe. City
Countil have officially been entered l.nl(‘).
As you may already know, the building
hat has been selected by the Society’s Boar'd
of Directors and the Brea Museum and Herl-

tage Center Committee is the old Ameri-

can Legion Building located at the south-

east end of City Hall Park and the north-
west corner of Brea Blvd. and Elm St. It is
widely felt that this Jocation makes perfect
sense in as much as the building has been
vacant for several years now, is one of avery
few historic buildings left intown and would
make City Hall Park truly a historic and
cultural block!

At the May 15th City Council Study
Session, an official proposal was presented
to the council and, overall, all five mem-
bers were quite supportive and positive!
However, several voiced a concern and de-
sire to see very definite and tangible finan-
cial support in place before the City makes
a commitment. Understandably, the coun-

ple as possible
step forward and let these city officials know

of your support! o ’
At this early point, pegotiations are sti

evolving and taking shape- Itis not yet ‘clear
how the Society and Museum and Heritage
Center (which is being headed up by my
brother, Don) will interface and just how
the City will be involved and what finan-
cial support they will provide. Nevertheless,
the ball has started rolling and discussions
and a constructive dialogue is underway.
Secondly, Brian Saul and [ are working
on having a display incorporated into the
plans for the new Fire Station #2 that would
spotlight enlarged, mounted photographs of
the 1924 baseball exhibition game between
Babe Ruth and Olinda’s Walter Johnson,
as well as safely displaying the baseball that
Ted Craig had autographed by both of those
legendary Hall of Famers! Joel Shennum.
of the Brea Fire Department and Lindz;
Huﬂ'nagle, Senior Park Ranger at Craig Re-
gional Park, have both been very encourag-
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The Other Name on the Baseball

Most Breans are aware, and very
proud, of the fact that on October 31
1924, New York Yankee slugge;
Babe Ruth and hometown pitching
sensation Walter “The Train” Johnson
played in an exhibition game near
what is now the corner of Lambert
Rd. and Brea Blvd. Both of these leg-
ends, along with Christy Mathewson
and Ty Cobb, were the first players
to be inducted into the Baseball Hall
of Fame,

After the exhibition game, Ruth
and Johnson signed a baseball for
Ted Craig that is currently in the
care of Park Rangers at Craig Re-
gional Park. Another player present
at that game was New York out-
fielder, “Long Bob” Meusel. And
just as his career was eclipsed by
such luminaries as Babe Ruth and
Lou Gehrig, this other member of
the legendary “Murderers Row”
signed the baseball that day. His is
one of the other names on the base-

ball.
Even advertisements for the

Kathy Canon

a feared outfielder and considered a
solid, all-around player, power-hitting
.313 or better in seven of his first eight
major league seasons. Hitting behind
Babe Ruth in the order, Meusel be-
came the first Yankee right-hander to
win a batting title in 1925 with 33
home runs. That same year, he was
also the American League RBI cham-
pion, with 138. His accurate and

One of the other names on the baseball
"Long Bob" Meusel was part of the famed ball Commissioner Landis’ ban

game printed in the Brea Progress NY Yankees "Murderers Row".

aregular season game played on May
16, 1927, he stole second, third and
home.

Bob Meusel and Babe Ruth are the
only Yankee players to hit for the
cycle three times. Career-wise,
Meusel ranks among the all-time Yan-
kee leaders in doubles (338), triples
(87), RBI's (1,005) and batting aver-
age (.311).

With statistical superiority to
many players in the Hall of Fame,
Bob Meusel was considered “grim
and unpopular” by fans and Yankee
Manager Miller Huggins felt he
played with an “indifferent attitude”
and "could have done better".

Looking back at some of
Meusel’s exploits during his career,
it’s still difficult to understand why
he is an almost forgotten character
in baseball lore.

On October 16, 1921, with base-
ball pals Babe Ruth and Bill Piercy,
he embarked on a barnstorming tour
of Buffalo, NY, contrary to Base-

against the World Series participants

newspaper relegated Meusel to sec-
ond billing, listing his name in smaller
type, under Johnson and Ruth. A
handbill from the actual game doesn’t
mention him at all.

Although his name is seldom
brought up when Breans and base-
ball historians recall that fall day in
1924, the statistics he accumulated
in his 11-year major league career
give us a better glimpse as to why he
was included on that barnstorming

tour in the first place.
At 6'3", the muscular Meusel was

powerful throwing arm earned the
outfielder his other nickname; "The
Rifle", and on September 5, 1921,
Meusel tied a major league record
with four outfield assists in a single
game.

In 1924, Meusel had a career high
of 26 stolen bases and was two hits
shy of his career high of 190, with
188. From 1920 through 1930, his
on-base percentage career high was
.393. Appearing in six World Series,
"Long Bob" stole home twice and in

playing in post-season exhibitions.
Five days after the tour began, they
cut it short in Scranton, PA, but Babe
Ruth challenged Landis to act against
them....which he did - fining the play-
ers their World Series shares,
$3,362.26 each, and suspending the
players until May 20th the following
season.

On June 13, 1924, with New York
leading 10 - 6 in the ninth inning, Ti-
gers pitcher Bert Cole hit Meusel in
the back with a pitch. Meusel threw

continued on page 7
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Spring Fling Recap

The Brea Historical Society
Spring Fling, held May 3, 2001 at the
Brea Bistro, was more than just a
fling...it was an event! Delicious hors
d’ocuvres and a yummy buffet were
just the start of the evening's treats.
Mike Harline entertained on the gui-
tar before dinner, and after, Don
Schweitzer took the microphone, in-

and Pete Rose.
Atthe end of the evening, Rang,
and his wife and parents (who resig,
in Brea) took a tour of the Brea Hj¢_
tory Museum with President Jim
Schweitzer, Vice President Brian Say
and newsletter editor Kathy Cangp,
Randy promised to donate his BOKg
Varsity jacket to the museum for dis.
play, and it was sent to us within
week!
There are so many “thanks” to so

That dynamo Marie Domenico,with hus-
band Ernie, finally taking a break after
tirelessly helping organize our
fundraiser.

career, from his start here in Brea, to
standing on the mound, ready to pitch
in his first All Star Game. Randy gra-
ciously answered questions from the
audience as he recalled memories of
Claude Osteen, Leonard MacKain

Don Schweizter (with Randy Jones in
the foreground), emceeing the festivi-
ties at the Spring Fling.

troducing many guests, including
LaVeta Daetweiler, who founded the
Brea Historical Society with Frank
Schweitzer in 1971. Mayor Roy
Moore presented LaVeta with a proc-
lamation from the City, recognizing
her efforts at historical preservation.
Don Schweitzer presented her with
a dozen roses.

Then Don introduced the guest of
honor, Cy Young Award winner and
Brea hometown hero, Randy Jones.
Randy delighted the more than 90
guests with stories of his baseball

Newsletter editor (and baseball fan),
Kathy Canon with Randy Jones during
a tour of the Brea History Museum.

Cy Young Award winner and Brea pitch.
ing sensation Randy Jones' BOHS Var.
sity jacket. Now on display at the Brea
History Museum.

many people for helping make our
fundraising event such an enormous
success. We wish to thank all parties
who donated items for the opportu-
nity drawings, Jon Lyng and hisstaft
at the Brea Bistro for their great food
and warm hospitality, Jim Crow for
all that running around he did, and
especially Marie Domenico and Edna
Makins, co-chairs of the Spring Fling
Committee, for their hard work. Well
done all!
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Remembering Toad Kinsler

Toad Kinsler died on May 20, 2001. Brian Saul spoke
at his memorial service on May 25, 2001.

"A little over two months ago, I'spoke at the city dedi-
cation of the home of a very special man, and today I'm
speaking about another very special person. It just hap-
pens that the two are father andson and they’re both
people I cared a lot about - Toad, who I knew as a good
friend and his dad, who I wish I had known.

Some people think of me as a person who knows a lot
about Brea history, and because it’s something I love, I
thought today I really wanted to tell you about Toad’s
life, especially the early part of it because many of you
out there already known about his adult years.

About eleven years ago, when I first got to know him
and began my obsession to know more and more about
his remarkable parents, I was going through some old
newspapers from 1920 and came across an article about
the death of Olivia Winchel, the wife of oilworker Harry
Winchel. For some reason, I read it and then realized
that Olivia, who had died leaving six children, the young-
est only two-days old, was Toad’s birth mother and he
was that two-day old baby.

I also learned that after her death, Harry, Toad’s dad,

was so distraught and overwhelmed by having to care
for six young children that he asked neighbors if they
could care for little Ralph Leland Winchel, Toad’s origi-
nal name. First Ralph went to the Senn Family and Mr.
Senn was the cesspool digger in town. Next he stayed
with the Kewish Family, and Mr. Kewish worked at the
Brea Boiler Works on Brea Blvd. Then, there were other
neighbors, the last which were the Kinslers, Charles and
Lena, who kept him until he was six months old and loved
him so much that they asked if they could adopt him.
Since Harry had five other children to care for, he reluc-
tantly agreed.

You know what’s nice is that Toad said there was
never any secret who his birth family was, and he was
close to them his whole life. So, really, he had two loving
families.

This week, I was re-reading an oral history that was
done with Toad back in 1985 and one of the things that
really stands out is the love and pride he had for his adop-
tive parents and sisters, Thelma, Mildred and Arlene.

I think, so you don’t get confused who I'm talking
about whenever I refer to his Mom and Dad, from now

on I'll be talking about the Kinslers, okay?

Anyway, I read that one of the earliest and clearest of
Toad's memories happened when he was three or four
years old. That's when his dad Charles took him to work
with him one evening in the oilfields. After he showed
his son around, he layed him down to bed in what was
called the "belt house", which, if  have this straight, was
a tin building in which there was a thirty-foot belt at-
tached to a gas engine. With a lot of slapping and bang-
ing around, the belt helped the drilling of the well. There
was all this loud noise, Toad said, especially fora 3 or 4
years old, but he slept through the night.

He also remembered how lucky he was that because
his dad was Brea’s fire chief, he got to ride on the
Seagraves Fire Truck, the one now parked outside, when
it was actually new! This experience led to his remaining
for forty-seven years as a Brea Volunteer Fireman.

On Halloween Day, 1924, he attended Brea’s famous
Babe Ruth-Walter Johnson exhibition game and remem-
bered the boy across the street from his house getting hit
by a Babe Ruth foul ball and Ruth coming over and giv-
ing him a quarter as a way of saying he was sorry.

In the early 1930’s, his dad, who to put it mildly was
very active in the city, was having a lot of heart prob-
lems. So, Toad had to often help him by carrying his books
and files up to the second floor meeting room of the old
Craig Building.

continued on page 7

Toad Kinsler being interviewed for Video Brea Line by Scott
Pettinger at the dedication of his family's home as a city
historic landmark, March 15, 2001.
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—— Toad Kinsler

cont'd from page 4

Charles also didn’t have enough strength to drive for
pimself so Toad, who had learned to drive out on the old
G & L Oil Lease east of town when he was 10-years-old,
was doing most of the driving for his dad when he was
thirteen. He said he went so many places that you could
drop him off anywhere in Southern California and he knew
where he was.

Before I go any further, how many of you know how
Leland (it seems so strange for me to call him that) got
his nickname? Well, he had an older cousin, Perry Thayer,
who was known for nicknaming people all over town.
One day, according to Toad, when he was about four-
years-old, he was leaning over playing marbles in the front
yard of the house on Orange St. when Perry looked out
the window and said, “He looks like a little toad squat-
ted down out there.” The name stuck. Toad said he thinks
he had teachers who didn’t even know what his real name
was. Of course, most of you probably know his older
brother was nicknamed “Frog”, right?

As a teenager, Toad, through his father who had died
in 1934, developed a real love of baseball and later soft-
ball. Through the years he played in all sorts of softball
leagues in Brea, Fullerton and Placentia. In fact, he was
45 or 46 when he finally put his bat down for the last
time.

In 1940, he got a job with Interstate Aircraft and En-
gineering Co. in El Segundo, and then four years later, in
1944, went into the Navy as a Mortar Machinist’s Mate.

In 1945, he married Marge in Fullerton, and later on, as
you know, had two sons: Chuck, who lives in Brea and
Steve who lives in Seattle. After discharge, Toad returned
to his job in El Segundo for a short time before hiring on
to Standard Oil Co. where he worked for thirty-five years
until his retirement.

And how did he spend his retirement? Well, he and
Marge bought some empty land up in Stevensville, MT
on which Toad planned out where the well was going to
be dug and where the mobilehome was going to be placed.
For 17 years, they left Brea in the spring for Montana
and then returned in the fall just in time to miss the big
SNOWS.

Well, that pretty much brings me up to when I first
met Marge and Toad back I think in 1990. Gee, what a
treat it was for me to actually meet and talk to the son of
Charles and Lena Kinsler. T also was lucky enough to

meet Mildred and Thelma Kinsler. From all [ learned
about their parents, I just knew that their 1912 home on
Orange St. needed to be saved from the redevelopment
that was wiping out old Brea during the 90°s

So for eleven years, Toad and | worked together to
preserve the home as a tribute to his parents whao had
done so much for this city. Eleven years, and finally on
March 15 of this year it happened. One of the things I"l]
always remember is how happy Toad was on that day af
the dedication ceremony. I'm so grateful he lived to see
it happen because I know how proud he was of his par-
ents and how much it meant to him to see them honored.

He was a great guy and a good friend of mine, and he
had a real love for this city.

In a 1920 article in the Brea Star newspaper talking
about his birth it said “THE BABY BOY IS A REAL
PRECIOUS BIT OF HUMANITY.” He still was at 81."

The Other Name on the

Baseball
cont'd from page 3

his bat at Cole and charged the pitchers mound, setting
off a 30-minute near-riot at the Detroit Stadium that in-
cluded both players benches, fans, ushers and the police.
Umpire Billy Evans, unable to clear the field to complete
the game, forfeited it to New York. Cole and Meusel
were both suspended for 10 days. Meusel was fined $100,
Cole and Ruth were fined $50 each.

Playing for Cincinnati, Meusel’s final season in the
major leagues, on September 12, 1930 during a game
against the Brooklyn Dodgers, Brooklyn catcher Al
Lopez drove a ball over the head of left-fielder Meusel.
The ball bounced over the wall and into the bleachers at
Ebbets Field. Ruled a homerun, this is the last recorded
bounce homerun in National League history, as the rules
changed the following season to rule bounced HR's as
doubles.

“Long Bob” Meusel, born in San Jose, CA on July
19, 1896, died of natural causes in California on Novem-
ber 28, 1977 and is buried at Rose Hills Memorial Park
in Whittier. Not much is known of his life after the end of
his baseball career. We do know, however, that there was
a reason he was on the barnstorming tour that brought
him to Brea back in 1924. There was a reason he was
asked to sign the baseball with Babe Ruth and Walter
Johnson. There is a reason his name is one of the other
signatures on the baseball.
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‘Walt Bergman
cont'd from page 1

leaving the door to slam shut and
locked behind her. The phone was
ringing, the door was locked and the
operator was stuck outside! And for
those few moments, there was no
telephone service in Brea. Walt came
to the rescue, however, by dragging
a stool to the back of the telephone
building, climbing up and loosing the
screen to crawl through the bathroom
window and came up to unlock and
open the door. According the Walt,
this happened a number of times.

4. Not related to Brea, but still
fascinating to me is during the 1930’s
when Walt was working for
Goodyear Rubber, he went aboard
and took a tour of the Zeppelin
Hindenburg when it visited Los An-
geles. He described his walk through
the passenger quarters and up into the
main body of the ship itself. What an
experience!

So, those are just some of the
memories he shared with us. Kathy
and I left Las Vegas, not with money,
but with a wealth of new knowledge.

Thanks Walt, for a terrific day.
You’re a great guy and we really miss
you here in Brea.

Presidents Message
cont'd from page 2

proper channels, it is my desire to
spruce up the monument and imme-
diate surrounding area and make that
historic marker a bit more attractive,
as well as noticeable...I will actively
pursue this project in the next few
weeks.

Again, in closing, [encourage any-
one who has any sort of feedback,
suggestions, ideas or criticisms to
phone or write me. I would be very
interested in hearing or reading what
you have to say!

V) 1N

Special Thanks
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National Bank
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Presidents Messag

The Brea Historical Society and
Museum enjoys a complete collection
of Brea-Olinda High School annuals
(“The Gusher”), largely due to the
concern and generosity of long time
Brea resident and Brea-Olinda admin-
istrator, Virginia (Classen) Day. With
the exceptions of 1943 and 1944,
when no annuals were published due
to various shortages brought on by
World War II, the society has at least
one copy of every annual dating back
to the very first issued of 1928.

In 1955, Virginia began collecting
a copy each year and in February of
1982 donated them all to the Brea
Public Library. Shortly thereafter,
Sharon Dean happened to express the
thought to Virginia that the society
would very much like to have such a
collection and that, in fact, the mu-
seum would offer a safer and more
secure home to preserve and protect
the yearbooks. As a result, the com-
plete collection was soon moved over
to the museum. Since that time, so
that the set is always complete and
up-to-date, Virginia purchases and
donates a new copy each year.

The Brea Historical Society takes
this opportunity to express our sin-
cere thanks and heartfelt gratitude to
Virginia Day. Many thanks, Virginia!

Left to right: Brea Mayor Roy Moore, Brea Historical Society Board Mem-
ber Marie Domenico, President Jim Schweitzer, Vice President Brian Saul
and Brea Museum and Heritage Center Chairman Don Schweitzer look
over floor plans of the American Legion building during a recent inspec-
tion tour of the facility.

On a different subject, please continue to send in your “blue” American
Legion building support/petitions (you'll find another in this issue of His-
torical Happenings) and/or contact your City Council members regarding
our proposed move into that historic location. We need your support, so
please take a quick moment to phone the city or fill out the enclosed peti-
tion/survey. Please allow me to thank you in advance for your support and
encouragement.

Al

AV L AN

i L ———————
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Thank You to Our Membership

Individual Members
Alexander, Franklin
Armstrong-Post, Ella
Beach, Shirley
Bergman, Elsie
Bergman, Walter F
Blackmore, Glenn C
Blystone, Rita
Bouse, Doyle
Bowland, Billie J
Browning, Marjorie
Byers, Imogene A
Canavan, Dennis
Canon, Kathy
Carpenter, Geraldine C
City of Brea
Collins, Joyce L
Corollo, Evelyn
Cramer, Esther R
Dedic, Eleanor J
DeRusha, Nannette N
Drake, Edwina J
Dudding, Lloyd
Fox, Roberta
French, Vonnie
Givans, Dean
Goff, Gary D
Gwartney, Carol
Hango, John D
Holton, Dora M
Hosler, Shirley A
Jaslin, Michael
Lorea, Kathleen B
Lundgren, Betty
Lynch, Margaret A
Makins, Edna
Makins, Doug
Makins, Earl
Makins, Perry
Mayberry, Steven
McAnally, Marcia
McConnell, Hugh
McKnight, Mickey
Millen, Betty W

Moore, Roy
Neal, Ruby
Neverka, Randy W
O’Brien, Jane
Olmstead, Karl A
Oxandabourne, Audrey
Popyk, Deana
Ralph, Kathleen
Reese, Frances
Remmich, Lila Tremayne
Sauer, Wilma
Saul, Brian
Schweitzer, Jim
Seiler, Catherine F
Slauter, Rosella L
Smith, Frieda S
Spangler, Kathleen
Strickland, N C
Swindle, Terry
Vargas, Steve
Vitkus, Karen
Wadleigh, Rose M
Wagoner, Howard
Whisnant, Maxine
Wolfert, Carol M
Worden, Lois

Spansors
Barry, Esther
Biggs, Lynn & R.G.
Buonauro, Richard & Sheila
Fanning, William & Donna
Frost, Thomas & Rhea
Hendricks, June
McGrann, Janis Guyn
Odle & Associates
Olympic Packaging Co., Inc.
Stone, Samue] & Shirley
Yriarte, John

Corporate Sponsors

Pacific Western Nationa] Bank
Taps Fish Houge & Brewery

Family Memberships

Arczynski, Barbara & A v
Beckley, Todd & Kim
Bickel, Robert & Shirley
Blake, Richard & Este]le
Blystone, Lynn & Patti
Bowlby, Barbara
Campbell, John & Barbar
Clearing, Thomas C
Connor, John & Juanita
Crow, Jim & Pauline
Daucher, Don & Lynn
Davidovich, George & Nada
Davies, Frank & Connie
Day, Frank & Virginia
Dean, Larry & Sharon
Domenico, Erie & Marie
Don McBride Company
Eseltine, Aaron & Mary
Fox, Don & Pat
Goddard, Marie
Gray, Dennis & Jill
Green, Dr. Thomas M
Hampson, Gary & Teresa
Harder, Paul & Cleta
Hodkins, Dudley & Dale
Kinsler, Marge
Lyng, Jonathan & Laurie
MacKain, Leonard & Helen
Maestrejuan, Vannoye
Mansur, Wade & P J
Manuel, Darwin & Betty
Millar, Victor
Moore, Elwood Paul
Myhre, Leland & Jacquelyn
Packham, Wilameena & Merle
Parker, Glenn
Paxton, Leonard & Barbara
Perry, Bev & Gil Realon
Piantoni, Leo & Wilda
Richardson, Jim & Pam
Rider, Jack & Shalois
Roop, Greg & Karin
Rose Hills Memorial Park



Survey
Potential Brea Museum and Heritage Center

l b 2C1 ‘. CC
. . g ‘"ld"‘g « ‘ (‘“ Ilﬂ" a k ( [ . . ! ) | - . " i : ;

um and herj . ;
the proposal, eritage center. The City of Brea, which owns the building, is currently evaluating

As a.member of the Brea Historical Societ
the city. We have been asked to formulate
the creation and operation of such a fa

y and/or an interested citizen, your opinion is very important to us and
' € an accurate survey of the level of commitment from our membership for
FEN it 0 5 25 S00m 23 poseiby, Br:ll;l])'(. Pleflse takela few moments to complete the following questionaire and
questions or concerns, o] - orea Historical Society, PO Box 9764, Brea, CA 92822-9764. If you have any
S, please feel free to call Don Schweitzer at (714) 529-6446.
1. 1

Support; I

Oppose the proposed museum at City Hall Park for the following reason(s):

2. Would you be willing to volunteer

your time to staff the museum or to assist with its management?
If yes, how many hours pe

r week would you be willing to assist?

3. For the purpose of this survey, would you be willing to contribute financially toward the museum?
If yes, how much would you be willing to pledge? $ (one time) or
(annually). Please remember, this is not binding.

$

4.  Are you willing to assist with museum fundraising events?

5. In what other ways are you willing to assist with the museum?

6. Other comments or suggestions:

Natiie: Address:
City: State: Zip:

I am currently a member of the Brea Historical Society

I am currently a non-member of the Brea Historical Society

I am interested in becoming a member of the Brea Historical Society
(see membership application on reverse of this survey)




Become a Member 0

istor

Do you know how easy it is to become 2 nlemhe:aof,::;li:f?t'ls{ssimp
member, you know how simple it is. If you're not ye [CAL SO CIETY,
REA, CA. (ﬂt th

ship application below, return it to the BREAH

9764 or drop it off at our office, located at: 652 5. =

Center). Your tax-deductible membership will be proc
next edition of our newsletter “Historical Happenings

become part of the growing membership of people who
preservation. Be sure and join today! Remembering our

f the Brea H

Past will preserve i

istorical Society

jcal Society? If you already are a
je to do. Just fill out the member-

PO BOX 9764, BREA, CA 92822-

¢ Brea Heights Shopping
i iving the

jately and you will start receiving th
i th. More importantly, YOU will
istory and want to be part of its

t for our Future.

Membership Application

1i .
A28 Individual Membership ......... $ 15.00
~ " :

Yes!! 1 want to become a member of the % 0 Family Membership ............... $ 25.00
Brea Historical Society! My tax-deductible Y SPONSOL .vsenseseensssssesesenessesenss $ 50.00
memberskip dues are enclosed. Q‘i . 2 Pa[I'OIl ................................... $ 100.00

& me;‘v Corporate SPonSor .......c.oeue: $250.00
Name: Address:
City: State: Zip: Phone #:
Email address:
Comments:
Mail to:

The Brea Historical Society

PO Box 9764
Brea, CA 92822-9764



Jim Sch wéit,_zér .

Kathy ’ Canﬂn ':‘.—‘....--.".‘:.‘..:.'

PJ Mansur ...
Wade Mansur ................ 34,0 hrs

Brian Saul ..,

Sarthows Sandy & Melvin
gehweitzer Architects
Seribneh Richard & Jan
"hanks. Nelda & Bob
Simmons: Danvlcll & Doris
Simonof’f, Martin & Karen
smith, Jack & Audrey

strickland, Richard & Beverly

Symmess Don & Maxine
Thayer, Steve & Candace
Thompson, Adele & Bay
wilcox, Richard & Linda

Patrons

Aera Energy, LLC
Brea Noon Lions Club
Diversified Securities
Phillips, Garry & Monica
Roeser, Herc & Reine
Shaffer, George & Evelyn
Wedin, Doretta & Wayne
West, Alan & Joan

~ Museum Volunteer Hours
 Jan.1thru July 14,2001

.160.5 hrs

‘9?"07"7!..??..0' r,oozSOO hrs

wenrnn75.0 hrs

K]
On Sale Now af the
4 Brea Hhmry Musenm

- When you make yout next visit (o the Ryeq it
~and purchase your copy of the book, Brea:
ten by Teresa Hampson, the hook i 246

ney Muswnes, be qipe

the carly 1990,
Brea: A Walk in Time
Historical Society Vice President, Brian Saul.
4 tour of Brea's historical landmarks and y
_didn't know were there.
Al proceeds from sales of the book

vation efforts in Brea.

ALK BREA
W A Welke by Toow

- ByTeresa Hampson,
" 528.()0, incl. tax.

Helping turn a Dream into a Reality

David Leach, right, of Nuevo Energy presents Brea Museum and Heri-
tage Center Chairman Don Schweitzer with a $1,000 donation to aid in

the effort to relocate the Brea Historical Society to a permanent home at
the American Legion building.

Celebrating 73 Years. Wei.

! Py of photagraphe and reeimngy
- Breafrom its early daysmumhroﬂupmdmﬁmmmm conter i

s an entertaining 2 hour viden, hosted by Breg
Join Brinn as he takes you o
Isity areas of the ity that you
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Brea Historical T Y it
Wiktete I'he Quest for Aviation History

y The Brea Historical Society needs your assistance. And it's a simple mat-

ter, really. We are looking for photographs and memorabilia from the avia-

Jim Schweitzer, President tion cra that existed here in Brea in the 1920's and early 30's. Our current

(714) §29-0638 archive of photographs of the old Brea Airport, the Landing Strip, the Brea

Brian Saul, Vice President Flying Club and all things aviation in Brea is extremely limited. This was a

| (562) 698-5339 . very important time in Brea's history and in the history of aviation and we

PJ. Mansur, Secretary/Treasurer  know there are pictures and memories out there! So, please, take a few

' (714) 528-4240 . minutes to look around in your old pictures or, if you know someone who

Jim Crow, Board Member was was involved in the aviation industry in Brea, let them know that we are

(714) 529-3295 . onaquestto increase our knowledge of this exciting time in history in order

Marie Domenico, Board Member to share it with our members and the public. And please remember, if you do

(714) 8296641 ‘;; not want to part with your photographs, we will copy them for our archives

and return the originals to you. If you
can help us in our quest, please con-
tact or leave a message for Brian
Saul or Kathy Canon at 714-256-

2083,
Many, Many Thanks!

Oh, boy! Vannoye Maestrejuan!
You are one of our FAVORITE
people! A billion "thanks" for your
generous donation of a TV/VCR
combination to the History Museum.
Now, the videotapes we have are
available during museum hours for
everyone to view!

And Lila Treymayne Remmich!
Thank you for your generous dona-
tion of photographs and memorabilia
from Shaffer Tool Works!

(714) 2564324
Edna Makins, Board Membe
(714) 5291755

August Board Meeting:
: Monda), August 6, 2001, 7:00
at the Brea History Museum,

652 S. Brea Blvd (at the Br
] elghts Shoppmg Center)

Orcall fo arrange a specis

«ic,, Brea Historical Society
Non-Profit Organization

r 5 PO. Box 9764 U.S. POSTAGE
82 Brea, CA 92822-9764 S A®
'ermit NO.

Brea, California

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED & A
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Copy Deadline:

Mailing Deadline

Ist F, riday of the month

A publication of
the
Brea Historical Sociery

t2nd F riday of the month

VOL. XVIII, No. 7

Presidents

. The Brea Historical Society and

Useum enjoys complete collection
of Brea-Olinda j gh School annuals
(“The Gusher”), largely due to the
concern and generosity of long time
Brearesident and Brea-Olinda admin-

istrator, Virginia (Classen ) Day. With
the exceptions of 1943 and 1944,
when no annuals were published due

to various shortages brought on by
World War IT, the society has at least

one copy of every annual dating back
to the very first issued of 1928,
In 1955, Virginia began collecting
a copy each year and in February of
1982 donated them all to the Brea
Public Library. Shortly thereafter,
Sharon Dean happened to express the
thought to Virginia that the society
would very much like to have such a
collection and that, in fact, the mu-
seum would offer a safer and more
secure home to preserve and protect
the yearbooks. As a result, the com-
plete collection was soon moved over
to the museum. Since that time, so
that the set is always complete and
up-to-date, Virginia purchases and
donates a new copy each year.

The Brea Historical Society takes
this opportunity to express our sin-
cere thanks and heartfelt gratitude to
Virginia Day. Many thanks, Virginia!

July, 2001

Left to right: Brea Mayor Roy Moore, Brea Historical Society Board Mem-
ber Marie Domenico, President Jim Schweitzer, Vice President Brian Saul
and Brea Museum and Heritage Center Chairman Don Schweitzer look

over floor plans of the American Legion building during a recent inspec-
tion tour of the facility.

On a different subject, please continue to send in your “blue” American
Legion building support/petitions (you’ll find another in this issue of His-
torical Happenings) and/or contact your City Council members regarding
our proposed move into that historic location. We need your support, so
please take a quick moment to phone the city or fill out the enclosed peti-

tion/survey. Please allow me to thank you in advance for your support and
encouragement.

AN
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Brea Historical
Society

Jim Schweitzer, President
(714) 5290635

Brian Saul, Vice President
(562) 698-5339 '

‘PJ Mansur, Secmtaryl’l‘reasumr

(714) 528-4240
 Jim Crow, Board Member
(714)529-3295

Mane Domemco, Board Me
(714) 529-6641
uoyd Duddmg, Board Member
(719 256-4324
Edna Makms, Board Member
(714) 529-1755

L vA‘ggggs_t, Board Meetmg
Monday, August 6,2001, 7:00pm

~at the Brea History Museum, :

. 6525 BreaBlvd

_ Musenm/()ﬁ'ice Locatlom
6228 EreaBlv (4t e Brea

onc,/

%92 PO. Box 9764
“8I¢ Brea, CA 92822-9764
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Brea Historical Society

The Quest for Aviation History

The Brea Historical Society needs your assistance. And it's a simple mat-
ter, really. We are looking for photographs and memorabilia from the avia-
tion era that existed here in Brea in the 1920's and early 30's. Our current
archive of photographs of the old Brea Airport, the Landing Strip, the Brea
Flying Club and all things aviation in Brea is extremely limited. This was a
very important time in Brea's history and in the history of aviation and we
know there are pictures and memories out there! So, please, take a few
minutes to look around in your old pictures or, if you know someone who
was was involved in the aviation industry in Brea, let them know that we are
on a quest to increase our knowledge of this exciting time in history in order
to share it with our members and the public. And please remember, if you do

not want to part with your photographs, we will copy them for our archives
and return the originals to you. If you

can help us in our quest, please con-
tact or leave a message for Brian
Saul or Kathy Canon at 714-256-
2283.

Many, Many Thanks!

Oh, boy! Vannoye Maestrejuan!
You are one of our FAVORITE
people! A billion "thanks" for your
generous donation of a TV/VCR
combination to the History Museum.
Now, the videotapes we have are
available during museum hours for
everyone to view!

And Lila Treymayne Remmich!
Thank you for your generous dona-
tion of photographs and memorabilia
from Shaffer Tool Works!

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Permit No. 117
Brea, California
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