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W
hat's Brea like in 50 years? W

hat should happen 
to our hillside and canyon areas? H

ow
 do w

e deal 
w

ith issues like traffic, open space, housing, 
recreation, the environm

ent, and the local econom
y? 

H
ow

 do w
e achieve and m

aintain a "balanced" 
com

m
unity in the future? 

These are am
ong the questions that the C

ity of Brea 
is going to tackle in the upcom

ing Sphere of 
Influence Vision-Building project scheduled to 
kick-off in early N

ovem
ber of 1991. This project w

ill 
ensure that it is Brea's vision that guides its future. 

It's about C
reating. It's about Innovation. It's about 

the C
om

m
unity. It's about our Future! 

Stay tuned for m
ore inform

ation to: 
Brea Line; Video B

rea Line (airs beginning O
ctober 

2, 1991, on C
hannel 3); local new

spapers; 
or call the B

rea Planning D
ivision offices at 

(714) 990-767 4. 



BREA 
CALIFORNIA 

City of Brea 

August 31, 1994 

Dear Brea Resident: 

SUBJECT: SPHERE OF INFLUENCE FINAL REPORT 

In 1991, Brea's City Council initiated a vision-building effort to discuss the future of the hillside and 
canyon areas in the City's sphere of influence (SOI). The city, in partnership with nearly ISO "community 
designers," invested six months, two intensive weekends, and several evenings to grapple with issues 
ranging from the quality of our environment to the education of our children. In the spirit of that 
partnership, this letter updates you on the progress we have made - -together. 

The SOI vision-building process culminated in the publication of a Vision Document in the spring of 1992. 
The Vision Document captures broad, long-term themes as they were expressed by the community. These 
themes were then grouped into seven planning principles that will serve to guide the preservation of key 
natural assets as well as the appropriate development of the SOI. The planning principles emphasu.ed 
environmental sensitivity yet recognii.ed private property rights. They sought to improve our mobility 
within the region while preserving our own unique cultural and historic values. We encourage you to re­
read the Vision Document now - - or get your first copy if you haven't read it. 

In addition to the seven planning principles, the Vision Document established an aggressive list of follow­
up tasks for which the City would be responsible. We are especially proud to announce that the City has 
recently completed the last of these "implementation actions" through the publication of the Open Space 
Task Force's Final Report. The following is a brief description of these recently-completed implementation 
actions and their significance: 

o Trails, Biking, & Hiking Plans (July 1993) - Established routes and alignments for existing and 
future trails and bikeways. Coordinated these routes and alignments with surrounding 
communities so that they do not just "end" at Brea's border. 

o Hillside Management Ordinance (January 1994) - Established some of the most conscientious 
hillside development standards in Southern California. These standards will help ensure that 
Brea's ridgelines and hillsides are protected from unchecked development. The standards allow 
limited development in flatter, more suitable areas, thereby leaving alone the steeper and more 
sensitive hillsides and ridgelines. 

a Open Space Task Force Final Report (June 1994) - Established broad preservation policies and 
strategies for open space. Will help ensure coordination and connection of open spaces, encourage 
recreational opportunity, and promote wildlife and environmental sensitivity. 

City Council Glenn G. Parker Bev Perry Burnie Dunlap Carrey Nelson Kathy Wiser 
Mayor Mayor Pro Tem Councilman Councilman Councilwoma,i 

Civic & Cultural Center· Number One Civic Center Circle· Brea, California 92621-5758 • 714/990-7600 • FAX 714/990-2258 



Brea Residents 
August 31, 1994 
PQgeTwo 

In summary, we are proud of the spirit of community partnership that has developed over the last few 
years. Your past efforts, interest, and involvement have provided the momentum and focus to tum Brea' s 
Vision Document into a reality. We applaud your participation and hope, as always, that you will let us 
know what you think. I can be reached at (714) 990-7710. 

Sincerely, 

rankBenest 
City Manager 

cc: Mayor and City Council 

@ Printed on Recycled Paper 



\Thursday, May 7, 1992 

'Vision document' for the hills 
around Brea unveiled by city 
Some still call for leaving the area to nature 
By Marie Cromer 
DSP Staff Writer 

BREA - Culminating seven 
months of studies, debates and 
brainstonning sessions between a 
hybrid group of public officials 
and private citizens, the city un­
veiled its ''vision document" for 
the sphere of influence area 
Wednesday night during a cel­
ebration at the Civic and Cultural 
Center. 

Telling the crowd who had 
gathered in the Curtis Theater 
that they were to be saluted for 
taking the initiative in shaping 
the future of the hillsides north of 
Brea, Mayor Ron Isles noted the 
process has been risky. 

"Any time · you are making 
changes in the community, it's ex­
tremely volatile," he said, adding 
that he hoped the guidelines 
would prove successful 

"I hope we can look down from 
Bastunchury Road 20 years from 
now and really congratulate our-

selves." 
The document is to essentially 

serve as a set of guidelines for fu­
ture developments in the pristine 
hills north of Brea, which may be 
annexed by the city in the coming 
years. 

As he spoke in front of the doc­
ument's huge blue logo that was 
projected onto the stage, City 
Manager Frank Benest hailed the 
document as an example of de­
mocracy in Brea's local govern­
ment 

''We have a long history of 
open, participatory government," 
Benest said, citing such past en­
deavors as the downtown redevel­
opment project 

Following a short documentary 
that recounted the long process of 
drafting the document, the crowd 
moved ·upstairs to the Community 
Rooms, where, in trademark 
Brea-style, they were treated to a 
catered reception that featured a 
light jazz band, wine and fine 

food. 
As residents mingled with city 

officials and consultants, most 
gave the process a thumbs up, but 
some said it was simply too soon 
to tell if the document will prove 
successful in adequately shaping 
development in the hills. 

"It seems reasonable enough. I 
am glad there has been some em­
phasis on the environment," said 
Karl Fanning, adding he felt the 
least development in the canyon, 
the better. 

"I'd rather see Tonner Canyon 
left alone myself, perhaps turned 
into a park-type situation. I think 
the majority of people don't want 
development at all in the can­
yon." 

Following Wednesday's party, 
each member of the group will 
review the document, then submit 
written evaluations, commenting 
on how closely the final product 
jibes with what they wanted. 
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Sphere of Influence· study conclude~ 
Brea's six-month Sphere of 

Influence study culminated 
last Wednesday with the pres­
entation of a vision document 
during the "Celebrate the 
Vision'.' event hosted by the 
city. 

The vision doc~ment outlines 
concepts for the 7.4-square­
mile Sphere of Influence area 
north of the city boundaries. 

It was written using the 
ideas, comments and values de­
veloped by 100 community de­
signers in the two-day "Create 
the Vision" workshop held last 
November. The ideas and con­
cepts were refined in the 
January "Evaluate the Vision" 
workshop. 

Input from the community 
designers will be heard in the 
years to come through the 
vision document, which will 
serve as a guide to evaluate fu­
ture development proposals in 
the Sphere of Influence area, 

according to Jim Cutts, devel­
opment services director. 

Seven guiding principles 
evolved for development and 
preservation forming the basis 
of the document and the com­
munity's vision for the area: 
■ Diversity - Planning for 

the Sphe·re of Influence area 
should facilitate "diversity," a 
range of different kinds of land 
uses. These should include 
natural and undeveloped open 
space; residential, commercial, 
institutional and employment 
centers. 
■ Sl;lstainability - Future 

use of the Sphere of Influence 
should incorporate sel~ 
sustaining design wherever 
possible. 
■ Economic feasibility -

Long-range fiscal and econ­
omic planning must be based 
upon the concept of freestand­
ing feasibility. Private develop­
ment must not create costs for 

,I 

existing Brea residents. 

■ Environmental quality -
The Sphere of Influence area 
contains many natural environ­
mental assets which must be 
protected from adverse impact 
These include natural 
ridgelines, significant vegetat­
ive habitats, "blue line" 
streams and sensitive wildlife 
species. 
■ Mobility - This goal seeks 

to improve existing transporta­
tion modes while encouraging 
future mass transit opportuni­
ties. 
■ Cultural/histo-rical en­

hancement - Brea's history 
should be reaffirmed by the es­
tablishment of an appropriate 
"cultural/heritage" center. 
■ Phasing - Utilization of 

the 7.4-square-mile Sphere of 
IQfluence area will require 
long-range incremental plan­
ning and implementation. 
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n
 fu­

tu
re." 

T
o

 acco
m

p
lish

 this, th
e C

o
u

n
cil ask

ed
 m

o
re 

th
an

 100 B
rean

s to
 p

articip
ate in

 th
e project. 

T
h

is 
g

ro
u

p
 b

ecam
e "C

o
m

m
u

n
ity

 D
esigners" an

d
 th

ey
 

in
clu

d
ed

 a cross-section o
f th

e co
m

m
u

n
ity

 as w
ell 

as S
O

I p
ro

p
erty

 o
w

n
ers. 

T
h

e D
esigners atten

d
ed

 

th
e
 "C

reate th
e V

isio
n

" 
w

o
rk

sh
o

p
 h

eld
 th

e w
eek

­
en

d
 o

f N
o

v
em

b
er 15-16, 

1991 
an

d
 reco

n
v

en
ed

 o
n

 
Jan

u
ary

 11, 1992 to "E
valu-

ate th
e V

ision." 

W
h

at is th
e V

isio
n

 
D

ocu
m

en
t? 

L'il 
,, 

,, 

F
U

T
U

R
E

 
B

·R
·E

·A
 

T
h

e ideas, co
m

m
en

ts, v
alu

es an
d

 o
th

er feed­
b

ack
 g

ath
ered

 at th
e tw

o
 w

o
rk

sh
o

p
s g

rad
u

ally
 

ev
o

lv
ed

 in
to

 th
e "V

ision D
ocum

ent." 
T

h
e V

ision 
D

o
cu

m
en

t establishes g
u

id
in

g
 principles for pres­

erv
atio

n
 an

d
 d

ev
elo

p
m

en
t o

f th
e sp

h
ere o

f influ­
ence. It is d

esig
n

ed
 to

 b
e a consensus statem

en
t for 

th
e C

o
m

m
u

n
ity

 D
esigners, S

O
I p

ro
p

erty
 o

w
n

ers 
an

d
 all B

rea residents. 
T

h
e V

ision D
o

cu
m

en
t w

ill 
serv

e as a
n

 en
d

u
rin

g
 collection o

f aspirations th
at 

w
ill h

elp
 sh

ap
e B

rea's future. 

C
eleb

rate th
e V

isio
n

 
T

h
e v

isio
n

-b
u

ild
in

g
 p

h
ase o

f th
e S

O
I project 

cam
e to

 a close o
n

 th
e ev

en
in

g
 o

f M
ay

 6, 1992. 
P

articip
an

ts w
ere p

resen
ted

 w
ith

 th
e V

ision D
ocu­

m
en

t, w
h

ich
 rep

resen
ts trem

en
d

o
u

s efforts b
y

 th
e 

C
ity

 C
o

u
n

cil, staff, co
n

su
ltan

ts an
d

 p
erh

ap
s m

o
st 

im
p

o
rtan

tly
, th

e C
o

m
m

u
n

ity
 D

esigners. T
h

ro
u

g
h

 
th

eir efforts, a lo
n

g
-stan

d
in

g
 B

rea trad
itio

n
 o

f public 
in

v
o

lv
em

en
t h

as o
n

ce ag
ain

 b
een

 affirm
ed. 

T
h

is celebration ev
en

t in
clu

d
ed

 a v
id

eo
 d

o
cu

­
m

en
tin

g
 th

e project an
d

 an
 "interactive" V

ision 
E

xhibit, w
h

ich
 h

ig
h

lig
h

ted
 k

ey
 g

rap
h

ic p
ro

d
u

cts 
created o

v
er th

e co
u

rse o
f th

e vision project b
eg

in
­

n
in

g
 late last su

m
m

er. 

W
h

ere d
o

 w
e g

o
 from

 h
ere? 

T
h

e V
ision D

o
cu

m
en

t d
efin

es B
rea' s in

ten
­

tions an
d

 its expectations for fu
tu

re d
ev

elo
p

m
en

t 
p

ro
p

o
sals in

 th
e sp

h
ere o

f in
flu

en
ce area. 

In
 th

e 
future, as d

ev
elo

p
ers b

eg
in

 th
eir p

lan
n

in
g

 process, 
th

e V
ision D

o
cu

m
en

t w
ill b

e u
sed

 as a g
u

id
e. T

h
e 

C
ity

 w
ill also tak

e step
s to

 im
p

lem
en

t th
e V

ision. 
T

h
ese step

s in
clu

d
e su

ch
 task

s as in
ter-C

ity
 co

o
rd

i­
nation, an

 o
p

en
 sp

ace acq
u

isitio
n

 stu
d

y
, a hillside 

m
an

ag
em

en
t o

rd
in

an
ce an

d
 a reg

io
n

al trail sy
stem

 
plan. W

e h
o

p
e th

at all B
reans w

ill em
b

race th
e ef­

forts o
f th

e C
o

m
m

u
n

ity
 D

esig
n

ers in
 creatin

g
 a 

"V
ision for F

u
tu

re B
rea." 

T
h

is lan
d

m
ark

 project 
celebrates o

u
r v

alu
es an

d
 asp

iratio
n

s for th
e sp

h
ere 

o
f influence an

d
 it d

em
o

n
strates h

o
w

 a d
iv

erse 
g

ro
u

p
 o

f stak
eh

o
ld

ers can
 join to

g
eth

er in
 p

u
rsu

it 
o

f co
m

m
u

n
ity

 w
ell-being. 

If y
o

u
'd

 like m
o

re in
fo

rm
atio

n
 ab

o
u

t th
e F

u
­

tu
re B

rea project an
d

 V
ision D

o
cu

m
en

t, co
n

tact Jay 
T

revino in
 th

e P
lan

n
in

g
 D

ivision at (714) 990-7674. 
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