
P
reservationists 

fig
h

t fo
r la

n
d

m
a

rk 
houses, b

u
ild

in
g

s 
Story b

y C
e

rise
 A

. V
a

le
n

zu
e

la
 

Illu
stratio

n
 b

y S
te

p
h

e
n

 R
o

u
n

tre
e

 
T

h
e

 O
range C

o
u

n
ty R

egister 

L
ik

e p
ictu

res on tattered
 post­

card
s, sev

eral h
isto

rical B
rea 

buildings an
d

 houses w
ill soon b

e fad­
in

g
 aw

ay
. 

■
 K

IN
S

L
E

R
 H

O
U

S
E

: G
ro

u
p

 w
a

n
ts to 

p
re

se
rve

 h
o

m
e

 o
f first city cle

rk/3
 

■
 H

IS
T

O
R

Y
: A

 
list o

f B
re

a
 la

n
d

m
a

rks 
a

n
d

 th
e

ir b
a

ckg
ro

u
n

d
s/3

 

o
f th

e H
istorical S

ociety w
an

t th
e city

 
to p

reserv
e sev

eral o
f th

e buildings. 
"W

e're losing o
u

r w
hole tow

n an
d

 
th

e cen
ter o

f to
w

n
," S

aul said
. "A

ll 
th

e people o
f th

e fu
tu

re w
ill not b

e 
ab

le to
 see w

h
at old dow

ntow
n B

rea 
w

as lik
e." 

T
h

e society an
d

 o
th

er B
rea resi­

d
en

ts h
av

e ask
ed

 th
e city

 to resto
re 

th
e lan

d
m

ark
s an

d
 m

o
v

e so
m

e of th
e 

h
o

u
ses to

 th
e city

's h
isto

rical row
 on 

R
edw

ood A
venue. 

s-_ ") 
o 

a
<

:,9
/ 

• ~
 

j)
 

"7 (09<s .I. ~ 
(O

""' 

M
an

y
 buildings an

d
 houses th

at 
lin

e B
rea's h

isto
ric b

o
u

lev
ard

 an
d

 a 
few

 neighboring streets w
ill b

e de­
m

olished to
 m

ak
e w

ay
 for a 55-acre 

dow
ntow

n co
m

m
ercial d

ev
elo

p
m

en
t 

an
d

 th
e w

idening o
f B

rea B
o

u
lev

ard
 

fro
m

 four to
 six

 lan
es. 

B
u

t B
rian

 S
aul an

d
 o

th
er m

_em
.bex:s. 

T
h

ere a
re

 th
ree v

acan
t lots on th

e 
street; o

n
e h

o
u

se h
as b

een
 resto

red
 

an
d

 m
oved th

ere. 
T

h
ere isn

't enough room
 fo

r all th
e 

M
ike K

ltad
a/T

h
e O

ran
ge C

o
u

n
ty

 R
egister 

O
w

n
er S

id
 G

reaves talks w
ith

 a fe
w

 lo
n

g
tim

e p
atro

n
s a

t S
a

m
's

 P
lace, w

h
ere h

e
 

serves h
o

t d
~

g
~

 b
e

e
r an

d
 m

ixed
 d

rin
ks. It's o

n
e

 o
f th

e
 l~

st busine~s~e~SJf"! th
e

 area. 

B
U

IL
D

IN
G

S
: H

istorical S
ociety says B

r~
a land~

arks m
ust be preserved for future generation~-

F
R

O
M

 1 
dow

ntow
n houses th

at should 
be 

p
reserv

ed
 -

an
d

 th
at leaves the 

p
ro

b
lem

 
o

f 
th

e 
old 

com
m

ercial 
buildings su

ch
 as S

am
's P

lace an
d

 
th

e old B
rea H

otel, S
aul said. 

In
 M

arch
 1990, the society's his­

to
rical co

m
m

ittee asked the city to 
d

esig
n

ate a 
new

 city p
ark

 w
here 

th
e historical buildings could be 

m
o

v
ed

. T
h

e request w
as denied. 

"T
h

ere ju
st w

as no room
" for 

an
o

th
er p

ark
, redevelopm

ent as­
sistan

t 
P

h
il 

L
anzafam

e 
said. 

"W
h

ere w
ould w

e p
u

t it?" 

C
ity 

officials 
are 

considering 
w

ay
s to

 p
reserv

e som
e structures 

b
u

t h
av

e no plans to designate an­
o

th
er historical area for the build­

ings, L
an

zafam
e said. 

M
an

y
 older buildings on the bou-

levard 
sim

ply 
don't fit 

into 
the 

city's redevelopm
ent plans, and it 

w
ould be too costly to m

ove th
em

 
all, he said. 

"W
e're not quite su

re w
hat is go­

ing to be preserved an
d

 w
hat isn

't 
-

the city h
as not told u

s," S
aul 

said. 
"B

u
t w

e're not giving up. T
here 

are so m
any buildings w

orth sav­
ing, w

e ju
st don't know

 w
here to 

begin." 

P
lans are to dem

olish som
e city­

ow
ned 

buildings 
w

ithin 
tw

o 
m

onths, after asbestos b
as been re­

m
oved 

from
 the ceilings, L

anza­
fam

e said. 
T

he city h
as bought 95 residen­

tial 
properties 

in 
the 

dow
ntow

n 
area since 1985 for redevelopm

ent. 

In A
pril 1990, the city identified 

54 m
o

re parcels it needed for the 
new

 dow
ntow

n plan. S
ince then, 

the 
city 

bought 
11; 

eight 
are 

houses. 
T

he rem
aining 43 properties in­

clude 32 houses along A
sh S

treet 
an

d
 along W

alnut, M
adrona and 

O
range avenues, an

d
 11 com

m
er­

cial buildings on B
rea B

oulevard 
from

 A
sh S

treet to Im
perial H

igh­
w

ay. T
he com

m
ercial buildings in­

clude a b
ar, h

ard
w

are store, auto 
supply 

store, 
m

usic store, 
glass 

store, 
hobby 

train
 

shop, 
fram

e 
shop, offices an

d
 a 

D
er W

eined­
schnitzel restaurant. 

T
he W

all b
u

ild
in

g at 105 E
. A

s 
S

t. -
built in 1

9
1

1
- burned d

 
in M

arch 1990. T
b

e
.~

~
 ~

m
m

e&
i 

cial buildinR
 In

 dae.G
(f;J{.t{Y

' 
·\ , • .,..J 

. 
j 

as 
a 

pharm
acy, 

restaurant 
and 

b
arb

er shop. 
A

 second building, at 136 S. B
rea 

B
lvd., once the R

ed L
antern T

he­
ater and the C

alvFlry C
hapel, w

as 
to

m
 dow

n in 1987 for. redevelop­
m

ent. 
T

he new
 $65 

m
illion dow

ntow
n 

neighborhood 
w

ith 
tow

nhouses, 
condom

inium
s and tw

o shopping 
centers w

as approved by the C
ity 

C
ouncil on D

ec. 18, after nearly six 
y

ears of discussion. 
W

hile construction could begin 

as early as su
m

m
er o

r fall, said 
C

ity 
P

lanner 
K

onradt 
B

artlam
, 

there 
rem

ains 
tim

e 
to 

consider 
saving som

e 
of 

the 
city's land­

m
arks. 
T

he key is m
oney. 

M
oving som

e of the larg
er, un­

reinforced buildings could b
e as 

m
uch as $400,000, and m

overs can­
not guarantee som

e· of those struc­
tures could survive a m

ove. 
• 

"T
h

ere are benefits to m
oving 

th
em

," B
artlam

 said. "T
hey h

av
e 

a cultural value to the residents of 

B
rea, an

d
 w

e can
't p

u
t a price on 

th
at." 
T

he city is considering finding 
new

 sites for the "B
rea W

elcom
es 

Y
ou" now

 arched over B
rea B

oule­
v

ard
 betw

een Im
perial H

ighw
ay 

and B
irch S

treet and the old B
rea 

clock on the northeast co
m

er of 
A

sh 
S

treet an
d

 B
rea B

oulevard, 
B

artlam
 said. 

O
fficials also are w

orking on a 
proposed budget for buying, pre­
serving and relocating som

e dow
n­

tow
n buildings. 
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(S
tar-P

ro
g

ress p
h

o
to

s b
y Jack H

an
co

ck an
d

 M
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E
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B
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A
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 P
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-
S

eaton G
reaves, a

b
o

ve
, o

w
n

s per­
haps o

n
e

 o
f th

e
 m

o
st recognizable b

u
ild

in
g

s in d
o

w
n

to
w

n
 B

rea, th
e

 
legendary S

am
's 

P
lace. 

T
he sm

all 
bar, 

at right, 
n

o
w

 faces 
e

ith
e

r 
relocation o

r destruction d
u

e
 to

 redevelopm
ent. G

reaves has p
ro

m
­

ised to
 fight. 

BREA 
DAY 

W
ORKER 

' 
JOB CEHTtff 

t 

M
o

n
d

ay/~
M

ar~
h

 30, 1
9

9
2

 



A
s redevelO

l)"nlerj~ ~oorn~s; o
w

n
e

r o
f 

S
am

's P
lace p

ro
m

ises rep
lay o

f A
lam

.o 
B

y M
ari< C

ro
m

e
r 

D
SP Staff W

riter 

B
R

E
A

 
-

A
s 

S
eaton 

G
reaves 

sees it, it is a historic struggle. 

A
 sm

all group o
f m

en, loosely 

bound together m
ore by fate th

an
 

a sense o
f loyalty to each

 other, 

are facing a vastly larger and bet­

ter equipped adversary. 
A

nd w
hile the nam

es S
herriffs, 

V
ega, 

K
unec, C

ook an
d

 G
reaves 

m
ay 

not 
b

e 
rem

em
bered 

like 

C
rockett, B

ow
ie an

d
 T

ravis, th
ere 

is little question G
reaves intends 

to tu
rn

 S
am

's P
lace into B

rea's 

ow
n A

lam
o. 

T
hough h

e is a dow
ntow

n B
rea 

businessm
an like V

ega 
an

d
 

th
e 

others, for G
reaves th

e issue o
f 

redevelopm
ent transcends sim

ply 

m
oving from

 o
n

e location to an­

other, o
r even getting a fair offer 

for his propercy. 
A

s th
e o

w
n

er o
f S

am
's P

lace, 

th
e legendary b

ar th
at has stood 

o
n

 
B

rea 
B

oulevard 
for 

longer 

than m
ost m

em
bers 

of the 
C

ity 

C
ouncil have b

een
 alive, G

reaves 

sees it as a m
atter o

f being on the 

right 
side 

o
f history ... and 

doing 

th
e right thing. 
"S

am
's P

lace is 
prim

e A
m

eri­

cana. O
nce it is destroyed, it can 

not b
e replaced. O

nce it is gone, 

it is gone forever," G
reaves said, 

as h
e paced the floor o

f his sm
all 

stock room
 in

 the back o
f th

e bar. 

H
is 

stocky 
fram

e 
tense 

w
ith 

anger som
etim

es flashing to the 

point w
here it seem

ed h
e m

ight 

ru
n

 to the w
indow

 and shout to 

the 
w

orld 
outside 

"I'm
 

m
ad 

as 

hell and I'm
 not going to take it 

anym
ore!" 

T
hough 

G
reaves 

appeared 
to 

relish the opportunity to go at it 

w
ith the city over w

hat h
e feels is 

an
 

attem
pt 

to 
ru

n
 

him
 

out 
o

f 

tow
n, it is a fight h

e said h
e tried 

to avoid. 
"I tried to stay out o

f this as 

long as I could, b
u

t I'm
 not keep­

ing m
y m

outh shut an
y

 longer," 

h
e 

said
, 

Jab
b

in
g

 
h

is 
fin

g
er 

through th
e air, no doubt visual­

izing som
eone 

on th
e 

receiving end o
f it 

"N
ow

 
I'm

 
going 

to 
com

e 
o

u
t 

fighting." 
It 

is 
a 

fight 
w

hich 
G

reaves 

fram
es, like S

am
's P

lace, in
 salty 

historical term
s. 

"T
here w

as 
a 

B
ritish adm

iral 

w
ho 

becam
e 

cornered 
by 

th
e 

S
panish fleet, an

d
 you know

 w
hat 

h
e 

did? 
H

e 
said 

'C
om

e 
forth, 

com
e forth, ye cow

ards all, h
ere 

is a m
an as good as you!' A

nd his­

tory proved th
at th

e S
panish got 

their ass w
hipped an

d
 sen

t back 

to S
pain." 

H
e his hoping history w

ill re­

p
eat itself. 
G

reaves's 
m

ain 
points o

f con­

tention w
ith th

e city an
d

 its R
e­

developm
ent A

gency echo m
uch 

o
f w

hat o
th

er dow
ntow

n business­

m
en have already said about re­

developm
ent o

f th
e dow

ntow
n. 

G
reaves 

feels 
th

e agency 
h

as 

not offered h
im

 a fair price for 

his 
property 

an
d

 
is 

using 
th

e 

th
reat o

f an
 em

in
en

t dom
ain sei-

(C
ontinued o

n
 P

age A
2) 
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Unhappy hour at Sam's 
Owner of historic bar 
gives up fight; he will 
close at month's end 
By Toby HIii 
North COunty Nows 

S 11m's Place is not movin~, 1~:1d 
the s1Qns tacked on the l11stonc 
downtown snloon. 

O\\11er Senton "Sid'' IJrcavcs postl'<l 
the notices less than n month a~o when he 
painted the red clupboord building blnck 
m protest of the city's efforts to ncquire 
his business for downtown redevelop­
ment. 

What a difference o few wt.-cks cun 
make. 

Last Thursday, Greaves withdrew a le­
gal motion blocking the Hedevclopnll'nt 
Agency from toking his property, ending 
a years-long fight with the city. 

A price for the bar still must be nt•goti­
ated, but Greaves is no longer contestin~ 
the city's right to acquire the property 
through its power of eminent domoin. 

The city is spending too much of tax­
payers' money on liti~ation, Greaves 
said, referring to the numerous lawsuits 
filed against the city over its redevelop­
ment actions. 

One such case involves former down­
town property owner Michael Kuncc, an 
elderly inventor who worked out of a 
Brea Boulevard warehouse. On June 22, a 
Superior Court judge ordered that Kunec 
receive a new Redevelopment Agency 
condemnation hearing because agency 
members with conflicts of interest voted 
to acquire his property. 

The city recently had the case reopened 
based on what Greaves called "a techni­
cality." 

"The Kunec case took a year to get a 
decision, and two days later the judge 
opens the case again. If you win, you 
lose," Greaves said. ''There's no justice." 

Greaves, 61, believes that even if he 
won his lawsuit, he'd be stuck in court for 
years fightin~ appeals from the city. 

"I thought 1t was wise to stop the legal 
wrangling.'' be said. "It's OK for me to 
own (the bar) until someone else wants 
it ... They can have it." 

Greaves' decision surprised city offi­
cials. 

"I was very surprised because he was 

Please see SAM'S/5 

Jedi Hencock/Nortll County Neft 
0wner Seaton "Sid" Gre1ve11tand1 In front of the Brea nloon he recently painted bl1ck 11 
• proteat ag1ln1t the city'• downtown redevelopment pl1n1. Gre1v11 gave up the fight laat 
WNk and •Y• he wlll now oloN hit hlatorlc watering hole by month'• end. 
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COMMLINITY 

PERSPECTIVE 
Sa.m's Pia.<:~ 
A reporter's trip to an outpost of 
Brea's past, a past that's all but gone 
8yMa,tc,....,. ---11 was lhonly a11tt cwt whrn I 
nn11 -.n1 Inside. 

The air wu warm and smoky 
ind ..,,,,, h..,d lined up 11 th• 
bar lurniN:t to lW"ie who w• mm-
1111 !ht °'""""Id Into tho blU<'­
h.■ttd room. 
Mo■t look<d 1"'1 qulrkly, otl>­

en lluTowod tholr brows and 
,....._, h11der 

ll - roore crvwd,d llun I 
h.■d 1nUdp,lcd ror I llooday 
nlch~ but I found ,n cmp!y slool 
h.■ lf way down tho bor and 
clalm<d 11 

Al I .. lled for my Coon I no­
U«d the llllo'I .. ming llul 11-
l'Ohol tan CIUIC C'lrt<'t't Ind birth 
dcf'ecta hi complimented with a 
bumper ■Ueker whkh !'Cid "We 
don, h.■"" • town dn1nk. ,.,. 111 
lake turns.. 

I relt ril)ll ll home 

Sam't Place had httn an in• 
lri&Ul111 111)11 to my C),.. sfnrc I"d 
started on the Brea heal IC\<enl 
....ts berore. I'd drm, by ll 11-
mool ""'I')' nll)ll on my woy lo 
llul monolithic ■nd omnfpolenl 
Civic Center 1'11111. 

II <0nlruts .. 11 with the plaia, 
which &lands Iii•• Washlncton'1 J. 
Edpr Hoo...r building: massive 
and roncrcte. a testimony to new 
Brea·• monty and power, amonc 
oOler thl!IIL 

And - limo I cn,lscd south 
oo Bret llouiOYard tow>rd Birch 
Slrffl. lh<rc wu Sam's Pl■c,c. 

n.at lone neon Bud••·clscr sign 
iwlllnc In the window •IW>Y> 
ctllllht .., allenlioa. ron:1111 me 
lo slow 1od II .. !ht old joinl the .,__,._ 

r:..,,.ropor1«"""1saplare1o 
drink. and Sam's PIK'<" Just 
■--1 lo .....t of the poctle envi­
ron.meat old dhics tend CO have 

Jnat u U,-~ Obr N'"-'3 
Smi<:e n,por1.,r Norman Jaccby 
wwld wort bis stories Crom the 
old cop aod repo<ler bar The 
-~ I ~ S■rn's Place 
mJiht be lhe perfect spot to <001 
my heels. 

• 
l had wonderful ,i.sions of tl all. 
I could see myse1r sitting !here. 

hunched over a shot and chaser, 
taking slow dno on a smoke and 
lhlnkinc wislfuUy or I cir! I onre 
--

I'd be ■bout n:ld)' lo sink into 
lhe - "' rrrf ,mpey on, 
wMn I bll older b&ondt would 
come walllirc throu"1 1hr door 
1nd pull up I IIDOI oni, a rew 
down rrom mine. Her name 
-.Id be LoR'lla Ind lhe b■f'­
tA,ndcr woold bnlll hrr lhe usual 

I •i,uld swd7 lhe l111cs c4chcd 
on tK-r l'att and mlr\TI In lhe W>­
ries I bw'w they told. She'd hem, 
I tallDO llul only a rew l\ll" had 
1ttn and wilh 0\-.,Y puslng beer 
I'd wonder 1r I •wld be ooe or 
lhem. 

The Juke _,Id slow down With 
■omc Sln,ln and &he'd ulc me 
for a <iR•n:ttc. I'd Jund her one. 
le1n "''" lo Itch! II for her Ind 
l\lut m■kl111 Umo IN>m lhert. 

We'd talk lcl,un:!y u lhe nlghl 
.....,, by, only occulonallY ffllldng 
., .. rontacl She'd ,mile Ind SIY 
1omcthin1 m1rwlou.sl1 cyni<'II 
ca<'h Umc~did. 

YS. 0111 •wld nn1lly mmo. 
bul wo'd skip I~ lnstoad w■lldng 
outside log<lhcr, to driR slowlY 
post lhe JUUed 11on>n..ints ,1..,. 
Brt1 BoulOYard, dl&appolling. u 
!hey did, Into lhe C■lllbmla night 

remaps rd 1<e11 Bufty one too 
mlJ1Y times. or spenl one too 
many nlchts In lhe Ill-Brow, 011' 
emonl's lone diYC, bul rey nnt 
Umc In Sam'1 Place wu I little 
dfffertnl lhan such holY visions. 

Lorelll wasn, there. And I 
didn, see Bukowski lurtlnc In 
1ey or the dark comers. Nor did I 
find Kerouac hummtne I sad 
tune to • pl1Unum haired black 
eirt al U1e end oflhc bar. 

No, lhe belts were IIJII up II 
the North Shore. or at least no 
farther south lhan Pa1o Alto 

This was lhe Monday night 
footb.111 crowd and th" place •·u 
packed 

As I worked m,y nrst beer, the 
bar was awash with lbolball talk 
and \he crowd allun1tcly 
chcc.red and moaned as lhe 
Cbicl's de[ensc wrcacked hnoe 
v.ith the Raiders.. ~ 

Despite lhe e,ident laclt or any 
beats or hippies or jm he.ads. 
lhe place d.Ooilely spoke of a 
different life, if not I different 
era altocelher. 

The races behind !ht t.all bot­
tles were lh05C of blue collar men 
and women. wonderful faces run 
or lire, not chin welts and check 
wr.,ps. 

I k"1>( thinJci,w ol Cori Sand­
~ • '°"' I>, the Rolll,w 

.,,,.., drmk. lo "" llord ~ 

""""' ,,.., drmk. lo "" lontlr from birth 
:::f"QWl./t,rU..pxxland 

,,.., drmk. lo "" sail fl{"" nm/\.. 

The C1"0'IP.'d "'U O\~rwhrlmin,.ly 
male, bul the.re nre womrn du.,. 
tA,red at e■ch ond or the blr 

There """ lallooa lo be ■een, 
on shoulder, ind on ■orne d lhe 
clt-a,-.«t Uul n.ashcd here and 
lhcre. 

The lllY nut to me ..,.m<d to 
know I IIWe bll lboul the history 
or the plan,, lolling me fl had 
bee> home to a dozon past 11,..., 
~:.Ing n..im I bakory lo I 

Tho lallor he ,aid hod boon 
run oul or rooms on lhe ~rond 
noor or lhc lhln, red b11lldlng. 

ll - like I loet<1l pro­
gression. n..im blldnc bread to 
housllll our oldest profession. 

But that's lhe bo1uly or plares 
like Sam's. lhclr "'Ins run full 
wllh history, stories. tales, 1.,._ 
ends, blood Ind IJUlL.--4'~ 

When I ■sked him what he 
thouchl lhe ohanccs were roe 
Sam's survival lnto lhc next ctn-­
lury, he seemed lo ponder lhc 
thouchl In • depressed pau,c. 

ll didn't loot good, he said, 
Btt.1 was changing. The old 
downtown had been dlagnOS<d 
wllh ■n affliclion llul has prcn-.d 
rillal lo historic spots In U1e past 
rcc:ICY(!Jopmcnl 

In one scrue Sam', JJloC'C may 
survlvie by being rcloulcd to U1c 
"Hlstorkal blOC'lt" thnl's bttn 
planned as 10mcthlfll or a mu• 
nldpal p~m., fbr I lbw or lhe 
city'& old bulldlnp. 

He fbll that In another tense. 
~r. S.m'1 would •lm01t u­
wn!dty di,.~ pfflhllbty by bntn1 
turned lnlo g;n shop or lhe equiv­
alent once relouled. 

We bad anolhcr round and 
slarcd al lhe Ion& rows or half­
emply bottles behind lhe bar. ll 
wa, lwllighl •l Sam's Place. 

1 left. about an hour later, pa,s:s. 
ing on a beoping bowl of the chil­
li Sam's is said to be known for, 
lnstead deciding to drive bark 
dovm to the plaza. 

I waoted to stroll around there 

a bil searching perhaps, (or some 
pcnpedi\-c on it all . 

The pla,a ils<Ir was dcserled 
Traffic was light on Birch SIJ'CCI 
1nd only lhe looming glow of lhe 
mall gave any real hint or Hrc. 

I ended up at Tut's Bar and 
Grill, the chic lounge that's ncs­
~ed in the gul or the Embassy 

Thurod1y, DIC. 19, 1991 

Suites Hotel 
The conlr.1.st Wa3 IO\'tly :md 

ominous at the same Lime. 
Hero w~rc the suits and bes 

ond coiffilrcs. the money men 
and power brokers, the shot call­
ers and deal ma.ken.- the new 
Brea in spades. 

Watching lhem. I knew my 

D10y Stu-Progrtu 11 

lncnd al the bar had boon ri,:11~ 
Sam's PfJCC and lhe era m Brea 
il repn-scnls is dead. 

New Brea had am,·cd 
I finished my drink and mulled 

over the ~•bilttic.~ for a story 
~Uc. 

"A Talc or Tu·o Cities" sounded 
preuygood. 

'.%f COMMUNITY BRIEFS 

(l"hotociowfflVofdrrollrN) 

BACK ON THE COURTS - With youth basketball now back on the 
courts for another season, boys and girls from the ages of four to 
12 are registering to play on the program's teams, Special equip­
ment i, being used ro, preschoolefl through the 4th grade, such a, 
hoops with adjustable pole size end smaller basketballs, while 5th 
and 6th graders will play with regulation equipment Pictured above I 
are, from left, Brett Roth, Katie Haigh, Barbie Haigh, Josh Perez and , 
David Perez, just a rew vf the youngsters who have signed up for 
program. Tho sea&on starts Jan. 4 and runs through March. For 
further !nrormation call (7141 990-n75. 

Rancho-Starbuck honor roll 
LA HABRA - Raneho­

Starburk Intermediate School has 
announced Its Honor Roll for tne 
First Quarter. 

Students who e,med a 3.5 
er,de or above grade point avcr­
aa:c arc as follows. 

SC\·enth Grade: a,,. AJdtc'O. Hddl 
,.,..__,a.,-.,,..c---.o..w,~. 
,:.n.......,,.Cfflffo..~Omll~"" 
0.-0oflt./i,ll,fl'.allr,8LHfl,ft"Nl~Net­
dk F.-n.U. Tltolr\u '°"""' D•Alfl Jull,. JUI 
H.ii. ()ilo1, tw.a. s.,,i lbl!ll IIJJof JC.llu, 
KnaiM JON. "- ,C.W., ,..rt ~. 
.......... i.,w,,. Qr» LI-,, C.-IC'I Nd>,1wl. .-......s. ~ ~Lt, ~ Aadftt 
P'lld«e. ,.,_ ""n;d,. JwUa "--'"'Ul "--

t,,«,r• R-1\ Siwl\tf ki.t,, "-IUM~. 
S119\M 5'.ftl rt;ot 511..,,.-"n. Im tllntt.M 
Wt'lllmAM 

Eighth Grade: tn" AIU.rd,~­
IH'otr, Jlyu Bndtty, Ulft'II IIUuf'lo 
.c:..,,..'-'", la&dl ~. Nat.lilt D,a-,1, Jt11d Edi 
l'ff, $.U!I- h~ Tltf'M, ,~ 
~ Fl"Wdl.~Fm.M. l!ilr Cill-. 
JtMkt, ~. CW, Htll!lllirlll,, HtlW, Jo 
...... lokKIIIC."-~a.PtllheUoa. 
°"'"~pb(t' totu ...... M•ncb )hkulKII, 
[)nW N.tller, ~ NIOu, :,/"1U..11 >lk'III. 
MkllMI )l-, JUCIII W-lrl'WI\. Krt.lea 
Obtr\1(1. C"'fl)t'J' Oboll. Jo M1111 01.a. R,-u 
Ow-t,u,K,intint,,l'olft!lC'tlt\tlU)~Kn\tl 
Jwo.'TIINnllfU,.s.J~Rrflfl'l,,,liMlllfffto, 
lilnt,IU ll)1t JI.attn. AMrN Sinwm, INJ.nda 
Stbtrfl', )kluldt Sil,t, Jlr.'lft Skff, ~- 5""IJl,, 
._....Soruwa.TNl~ll,J­
T'l"M. O'\tUu 1\1,'Mr, Alkla l'ta. 0."-111 
1''M11111..aallll..._,., • ...,_ 

Arborland kids to entertain seniors 
FULLERTON - Arborland 

Montessori Children's Academy 
will visit the Anaheim Senior 
Center on Friday rrom 10:30 a.m. 
lo 11 a.m. The children rrom ar­
borland, ranglni In ate n..im 211 
to 8, will be cnlertalnlni lhe au­
dl•nce with singin&, tap and bal­
let dancing, piano playing and a 
King Fu demonstntlon. 

The audlenre will be com­
prised or the elderly al the center 
[or day care and the chlldrtn in 

the Headstut program. There 
will be approximately 90 seniors 
and 36 He.1dstart students In at­
tendance. 

Along with entcrtamlng at the 
Anaheim Senior Center, the Ar­
borland children will bring pre­
sents or lo)'S to the children in 
the program. 

Thlt Is the scrond ~ar that the 
thildren from Arborland Montes­
sori Children's Aradcmy have 
perfom1ed for the seniors during 
the Christmas season 

Brean honored by Wilson 
BREA - On behairofGovemor 

Pele WIison, Counly Super,fsor 
Gaddl Vuquei presented a Go\·­
emor's Senior Service Award to 
Brea reslden~ Joe Falco at lho 
Dec. 9 Board or Super,lsors 
meelfni 

Nominated by lhe Community 
Services Depanrnen~ Falco and 
two others were selected O'om 
nominees lhrouglloul the stale. 

Folco lias served nine ycors on 
the Cultural Arts Commission and 
has twice scr"cd as ch:ilrman. lie 
has wori<ed .-Ith the locnl cnble 
television company to dC\-clop 
'1'he Cultural Scene" program. 
Falco Is a founder and fonner 
?resident or the Brea Theatre 
League, He has offc1-cd f\-ce act• 
Ina: work.shops (or two )'CU'S to 
arn residents. 

Calendar celebrates Brea's 75th 
BREA - The Jubilee commit­

tee Is now ofTerin& a 1992 r.1lend­
cr, entitled Images, In celebt11tion 
or lhe city's 75th blrthd~. A t'.01-
lccUon of photos that reature var­
ious aspects of Brea, the calender 
can also serve as a notebook or 

mfonnat.Jon holder 

The calenders arc available for 
purchase at the Community Ser­
vices Center in the Brea Civic 
and Cultural Center For more in­
fonnation, call nt4) 990-ml 

Brownies enjoy first overnighter 
FULLERTON - Seventeen 

Brownies from Hennosa Elcrr.C'n• 
tary school went on a nrst t.Jme 
campout Nov. 22 and 23 with 
their leader, Lisa Flora-)toh and 
(our other adults. The ~rls SJng 
.1nd did skits around the campfire 
which was located on pri\'ate 
property near the school. As part 
of their Outdoor F\in Tly-1~ the 
Brownies learned and followed 
trail signs while on an crol~ 
hunVnature hike the rollowing 

morning. For many troop mem­
bers, this was a nm ramf' 
pcnence and for some a 
sl~p1ng away from homt' 

Ounng the closing ceremony of 
the rampout., all 17 were awarded 
the Dancermc and Girl Scout 
Ways Tri-lts for prior work done, 
and ha,·c completed their work 
towards the Outdoor Fun Tt)·•ll 
(A Try-It is a badge awarded to 
Brownies for their efforts in tr\'­
ing something new). • 

Sunny Hills academic team 
ranks sixth in OC contest 

FULLERTON - The 1991 
Sunny HIiis IIIGh School Aca­
demic Decathlon Tcum nnlshcd 
sixth In the recent Junior/Senior 
Orallie County Academic Dccath• 
lon competition. The team had a 
score of 42,938, while three-time 
champion La~na HUis High 
School had 47,882 

Sunny Hills was nmong 47 high 
S<'hool teams which romp('tcd at 
Esperanza llith Srhool in the 
areas of mathematics, economics, 
and One arts. lndMdual students 
also wrote an CSS-')', gave an im• 
promptu speech, and pt11titlpated 
in n pc1'Sonal intc_,n•lew. 

The rompctition also indudcd 
a super quiz This ten-question 

qmz top1r \\as "llab1t.,t Earth," 
''Questions HelatC'd to Ecology," 
"The Environment" nnd "World 
Energ.• Sources." 

Team members ,,ere Albert 
('hong, Ewlyn Kuo, Ken Chen, 
Joe Brockl"tt. l~nkl'C Patel, P,a 
lnfuntc, Mr-cra Balakum::ir, and 
Blnnrn Lo\'crde. They were 
coarhed by English teacher Allan 
Oomum. 

lndMdual medals were aw::ird­
cd to Chong, who placed nrst in 
nnc nrts and SttOnd In m3lh; 
Kuo, who linishcd third In One 
arts; Chen, who placed second in 
social sdenre and Or.it In C<'O­
nomic,9; and Brockett. who lin· 
ishcd Ont in math and S('('Ond In 
speech. 
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JOU Y NEIGHBORS - Cuddly animals end res1lng c,.,.,,. hive taken up iemporary mldence In the 
13l0 bloct< of e.. Whlalor Boulevard In u Habra as homeOWners share tho aplrh of the aenon or, 
lhe front IMri. Similar decorations can be viewed throughout North Orange County. 

Fullerton College scribes win 
top awards in state contest 

FULLERTON - f\dlerwn Col• 
leg,, claimed 21 awords ln a ,._ 
n,nl Joumallsm rompcUUon Urnl 
drew ,.,me 400 entries Oi>m 35 
communll)' collcgi,s throughout 
Southern California 

In all, the oldest rommunlty 
rollcge In continuous opcrnUon 
In lhe stau, clolmed three Orst 
place honors. two seconds. nvc 
Ulirds and I I honorable mentions 
at the gathering of the Journalism 
Association of Community Col• 
loges Southern Section Confer­
ence al WhlWcr's Rio Hondo Col• 
lcic. 

Offering mall-In ind on·lh~ 
1pol rompctltion In all gamuts of 
studenl neWIJ)lpcr and mogazinc 
production, the Dec. 7 (Saturday) 
dl)'long c,-en saw 13 of the rol­
le,e'1 honors go to the llalT of 

The Hornet the student weekly 
newspaper. and clghl oU,crs to 
The Torch mnga,ine. 

Homct adviser Julie Dnmy 
said the nl.'\\~papcr received Orsl 
pince in headline writing for 
mail-In competition, nlor'i with a 
Orst to Rich Kone for a critical 
micw Honornblc mcntioru \VCnt 
to Bill Norris of Anaheim, sport., 
new,: Len Poche of Annhelm, 
crtllc•I review: Stephen namer of 
Fullerton, photo essay; Vincent 
WIiiiams or Fullerton, editorial 
earCDon; and Scott Peterson of Di­
amond Bar. editorial wrltini 

On-the-spot awards went to 
Marc S. Posner of Fullerton, On;l 
place, editorial writing; Carl Phl­
lltps of Anaheim. second, edito­
rial carCDonlng; Ken Slllvc of 
Yorlla Linda, third, feature pholo; 

and Robert Stapleton of Fur. 
lerwn, !him, crttieal rcvlew. lion. 
orablo mention recipients were 
Norris, sport., writing; and Bar. 
ber, news photo. 

Torch adviser Lam Taylor said 
that publlcntlon entered only the 
mntl•ln competition •nd took nn 
honorable mention for magazine 
layoul 

Individual mna•1.lnc winners 
were Scan Lawrence of f•'lrl­
fcrton, human lntere,t fcuturc 
Lust Garcia of Plocentlo, U11rct' 
news feuturc; Julie Mlrnndn or 
Anaheim, third ond nn honornblc 
mention, humor/light c.ssay; nnd 
Mork Rudyk of Plnccntlo, photo 
e&1ay. Honor1ble mentions 015-0 
went to Rudyk, photo; and Daniel 
Abbott or Anehelm, news reature 

Pre-registration to open for adult 
continuing education area cla·sses 

FULLERTON - Prc­
rcgistntion for some Adult Con­
linulni: Education classes Is 
under way now, while "inter 
coun,cs actually start the week of 
Jan. 6 at the Wilshire Adult Con• 
tinulng Education Cent.er In Ful­
lerlon. 

The •-aried subjects run the 
gamut from foreign languages to 
business classes to ,'OCational 
training 

A part of the North Orange 
County Community College Dis­
trict. classes arc free of charge or 
ha\'C a nominal rec.. 

They range in length from one­
day worlcshops lo ll-wcck ses­
sions, and subjecu arc geared lo 
all ages - loddlers to senior citi­
u,ns. 

Courses to learn ronversational 
German. Mandarin Chinese, 
Spanish and Japanese arc sched­
uled, as "illl as a class in reading 
and wrtUng Japanese. 

Computer olferings Include "In• 
troductlon lo FoxPro 2.0 Oi>m 
Fox Sonware" and "Adnnccd 
MS-DOS Ex!ended." 

A "Rapid Reading" class is a 
part of the certificated Manage­
ment Program this Lenn. howc\'er 
it Is OJ)Cn to anyone who want& to 
increase reading rate and rctcn• 
tion. 

For those int.crested in polish­
ing their communication skills, 
there is "Basic Writing" and ''Vo­
cabulary, Spelling and Reading 
Jmprovemcnl • 

Police Blotter 

BREA 
Tund,y 

7:41 1.m. - A non-injury traffic eccidem was reported at Imperial 
Highwoy and Poplar Avenue. 

12:36 p.m. - A theft was reported at Nordstrom, with a los■ of 
$1,053. 

1 :26 p.m. - An llllempted auto theft wa, reponed in the 300 block 
of South Randott Avenue. 

4:46 p.m. - A theft was reported in the 200 block of South Wind­
emere Ckcle, with a loss of $2,000. 

5:27 p.m. - A 1990 Honda Prelude was reported stolen from the 
Brea Mall. 

9:35 p.m. - A gun was confrscsted from the Brea Mall. 
10:05 p.m. - A 1989 Volkswagon Jetta was stolen from the Breo 

Mall. 
10:44 p.m. - A Brea woman and a Nevada woman were arrested 

in the 600 block of North Tamarack for ousplcion of being drunk in 
public. 

FULlfRTON 
Tund,y 

7:38 o.m. - Auto theft in tho 400 block of w .. t Fronklin Avenue. 
8:58 o.m. - Auto theft in the 2400 block of East Nutwood Avenue. 
9:31 o.m. - Auto burglary in tho 1400 block of North Hollydale 

or;ve. 
10:36 a.m. - Auto burglary in tho 2700 block of Associated Road. 
12:22 p.m. - Vandalism in the 700 block of West Commonwealth 

Avenue. 
1:CIS p.m. - Auto theft In the 1300 block of South Highland Avenue. 
4:10 p.m. - Youth detained for simple assault et Fullenon High 

School. 
7:08 p.m. - Grand theft in tho 800 block of North Adlena Drive. 
9:13 p.m. - Garage burglary in the 100 block of Nonh lawrence 

Avenue. 
IA HABRA 
Tund■y 

6:30 a.m. - Petty theft in the 1200 block of West Hlllandala Avenuo. 
2:55 p.m. - Mallclouo mlachlof In Iha 700 block of South Harbor 

Boulevard. 
7 p.m. - Petty theft In the 300 block of North Cottax Street. 
6 p.rn, - A belgo, '85 Toyota SAS pickup was llolon In tho 400 

block of Eal1 t.amben Road. 
8:45 .m. - Robbery In the 400 block of North Bodford Stroot. 

Among the vocational subjects 
a,•atlablc this wln!er arc "Photoe· 
raphy," "Florist Techniques" and 
"Electrical Wiring and Safety 
Fundamenlllls." 

In addition lo the courses In 
Fullerwn, Adult Conllnulne Edu• 
cation olfers classes throughout 
north Orange Counl)' lncludlrtC 
those al centers In Anaheim, Cy· 

press and Yorllo Linda 
The Fu llerlon classes arc held 

al the Wilshire Adult Continuing 
Education Center, 315 E. 
Wilshire. 

For more Information on class· 
es or registration, call the Adult 
Continuing Education office at 
(714) 526-8258. The TDD number 
for the deaf I, (714) 761-8165. 

Museum offers 
free admission 
to toy donors 

FULLERTON - The Fullerton 
Museum Center, Is Joining rorces 
with the Maple Senior Multi­
Service Center to collect toys for 
the children of Fuller!Dn'• Maple 
area. 

On Friday, the museum will 
offer free admission to 11.s current 
exhibl~ "The Day or the Dead; A 
Consequence of Life," to any vlsl­
lor bringing a new, unwrapped 
toy to donate lo the drive. 

The loys wlll be distributed 
Dec. 24, at a Christmas party 
planned for the children at the 
center. Tire party Is being CO· 

sponsored by the children and 
adults who participate In tile 
city's recreation programs for the 
disabled. 

Toys arc needed for both boys 
and girls between the ages of 3 
and 12. 

''The Day of the Dead; A C-On· 
sequence of Life," which runs 
through Jan. 6, examines U1c 
Mexican holiday tradition of ccl• 
ebrating death as a part of fife Io 
be embraced, not feared. The ex­
hibit features work by 60me of 
Mexico's leading folk artists, In• 
eluding ti1c Linares Family and 
Jose Guadalupe Posada. 

The Futlerlon Museum Center 
Is located at 301 N. Pomona Ave., 
cast of Harbor Boulevard, In 
downtown Fullerton. 

Brea's Grasico's Restaurant to host 'Dinner with Santa' 
RRF.A - Gruko'1 lllmlly ra- The owncn of the restaur1n1 •ncoullltd lo oartlcl111te IJ1d Ibo 

tauran1 •111 holt • "Dinner wllh ,,. ,-.,rltlnc wllh th• eltya Corn- public b abo Invited lo donate 1 
Santa" fbr ~ need)' Brea ehll• munll)' Se"1ecs 0.portmcnl In ,m,11 loy ror lhe chlldron. 
d,.,, and lhclr rtmllll!S on Ott. roonllnaUnc !hr "1!Ttl For lddlUonal lnfbrmoUon call 
23 Cbamlx-r membcn ha\1) ~n Hl m 7779. 

Dial J-900-SANTA-PHONE ext. 81 
and tell Santa who he's going to call. 

''It's Santa. 
____ He wants to 
;~ speak to you, 

/ ___ .. Cind !'' 
A personal17-ed Lelephone call from Santai y 

H's your special glfl to any child on your 
Christmas IJst. 

Santa will call anyone at a Ume you 
choose. He'll call them by name and tell them 
you asked hJm to caJI. And Santa can add 
your own special message to his, In your own 
voice. 

Dial 1-900-SANTA-PHONE today to guar­
antee the best Ume for Santa's call. Mark 
your calendar and get ready (lllm, camera, 
tape recorder); you'll know when Santa's 
going to call. 

I-900-SANTA-PHONE (1-900-726-8274) 
$1.50 per minute. Call length 2-4 m!nutes. 

A portion of the proceeds from 1-900-
SANTA-PHONE will be donated to The Boys 
and Girls Clubs of La Habra/Brea Inc. 

Great Pie, Great Value! 
from $5.75 to $7,45 

Pumpkin Clorolate Cream 
Fa Nog Boysenberry 
Mince Apple Pie Au Zing 
Apple Bamna Cream 
Pecan Lemon Meringue 
callfomia Golden Rakin CUICard ' 

Pie f,"'11 n,11u-al plen ,.i,in, & ddicious 
't!ll cwurd 1oppcd with cu,m<l 
{~ p,lcot plu, -454 llnOOC)OMtchffff\Jlfy1tf\mod) 

EQUAL Apple Pies Are Aval/able. 
byN11ltH""I 

1his 0lristmas 
TellThem 

You'll Bring 1be Pie! 
Call Your Order 

in Today! 
For your convenience, and 
grcattt speed, we' re only 

accepting pre-paid pie orders 
forpiclc-up 

Monday, Dec. 23rd 
and 

Tuesday, Dec. 24th 

Check with your local Polly's for ho= 
Sorry,""'"' closal Christmas day. 

~~~ -,;t_ -·- ··~ 
~TIESEIMCEtsALWAISFRIEN)I_Y 

CERRITOS (310) 402-2758 
RJUERTON(714) 52&7741 

HUNTlNGTON BEACH (714) 9644424 
IR'v1NE (714) 651-9425 

IAGIJNI\HIUS (714) 3008383 
lONG BEACH (Allartic) (310) 5955651 

L~ BEACH (Loo Copes ~(310) 597~76 
LOSALAMT0:5(310)43>4541 

ORANGE (714) 637-3:)40 
SANrA/INA (714) 547-9681 

SANrA M:JNICA(310) 394-9721 
'MilTTIER (310) 69Sa551 

YORBAUNDA.(714) 5729679 

~ - ■BRINGINTHISCOUPONI -

I Chicken Pie Dinner ---\' :-) 
I l!I Callfomia Golden Raisin Pie 

I ~=A!e!,~,&~ 
Mallnd..S.. 

I 
, ChkUl,Pw. Urp-.nJcl~l..rlclJ.::Ln\;ftuh 

~cdcry,DIJI\Mff & p.J.lll~ pl,.. ['di lfal 

o~ ,U mbo.l Into• Jdlciu cn..y. thrn llllm.u111.W 
t,,,11.11(,n.1,-

I 
5trw..t,._ilhCnnbrny .. ia. 

• c..m:.i, nWn, pim.JIPlll•l.d. 
• M.hedpoc,,\omandsnivy, 
(Mar llbli\111, Ilk~ 

• lmlJr LwJ "-it& 

I • C.llfornll Golda, R..Wn c-..rJ rv, kflol ""·ih 
uduar11ndaai.n. 
OR Chocol,w en... Ruin Pie -.th walnw ,nJ 

L 

... ,.~,, ......... (Sla~ 
(M>r wd""' lMd, A,.... P.l -----

~--... ~ 
lltllfnf8MCIIM. .. llRIDIDI. 
GOOD AT All LOCA 
Ol'I.-.-.Wl'\IO.C.Jl,lOQ1,~7 
~ .. ~Hoi..oa.-. 
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TIii£ PROPEA-1TY IS PROTECTED BY 
TIIE GVADALVPE TREATY OF /851. 
TIIE LANO PATEN/. WAS AN ACT OF COIIGRESS, 
g/CNEO BY Th'E 19'✓,·PRE~IOENT OF TIIE 
IJNITEO STATES ... Rtdlle-Vo'trt B. .Jtcu;.cJ-. 

~AM:S PLACE ;g A/OT MOVING.(/ 

SAM'S~ 

KEN STEINHARDT/The Orange Co 

PAINTING 

Bar owner 
mounts 
protest 
By Toby Hill 
North County News 

To protest the ,11y's anempts 10 
take his property for redevelop­
ment, downtown bar owner Seaton 
Greaves painted Sam's Place 
black and placed two signs on the 
formerly red clapboard structure 
saying it is protected by the MO­
year-old treaty resolving the ~lex1• 
can War. 

Greaves and Marina Vega, an• 
other downtown property owner. 
claim the downtown 1s rncludt:d in 
a 40.000-acre area that cannot be 
acquired by government agencies 
because of a federal land patent 
granted to a ~lexican landowner 
under provisions of the Treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo, which was ap· 
proved by Congress in 1851. 

The treaty states: "property of 
every kind, now belonging to ~lex1· 
cans not established there, shall be 
inviolably respected. The present 
owners, the heirs of these, and all 
Mexicans who may hereafter ac­
quire said property by contract. 
shall enjoy with respect to it guar• 
anties (sic) equally ample as 1f the 
same belonged to citizens of the 
United States." 

The area in question was once a 
rancho allegedly owned by Juan 
Carlos Ontiveros. It encompassess 
all of present-day Brea. Fullerton. 
and Anaheim, as well as parts of 
La Habra, Placentia and Yorba: 
Linda, according to Greaves. 

"Public notice,'' the signs at 
Sam's Place state. "This property 
is protected by the Guadalupe 
Treaty of 1851. The land patent was 
an act of Congress signed by the 
19th president of the United States 
... Rutherford B. Hayes. Sam's 
Place is not moving." 

"I wanted the people to be aware 
I'm not going to be stonewalled by 
the bureaucrats at City Hall," 
Greaves said. "I fully intend to 
fight these people all the way to the 
Supreme Court .. .if it takes every 
last dime I have." 

iTANDING HIS GROUND: Sam's Place owner Seaton 'Sid' Greaves has painted his downtown Brea bar black in p Brea Progress 6/23/94 ,gainst the city's decision to condemn it to make way for redevelopment. There was a groundbreaking ceremony irst redevelopment project Monday near the 89-year-old sal0on. Greaves says he w:11 fight the city in court. 
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rea 

M
all h

as tak
en

 th
e b

u
sin

ess fro
m

 
th

eir sm
all sh

o
p

s; th
e talk

 o
f red

e­
d

ev
elo

p
m

en
t in

 th
e a

re
a
 h

as slo
w

ed
 

b
u

sin
ess, th

ey
 said

. 
N

ow
, m

o
st h

av
e lo

n
g

 accep
ted

 th
at 

ch
an

g
es dow

ntow
n a

re
 in

ev
itab

le, 
an

d
 all th

a
t is le(t to

 d
o

 is ag
ree w

ith
 

th
e city

 o
n

 a p
rice. 

P
lease 

se
e

 
S

A
M

'S
/3

 

.S
A

M
'S

: B
u

sin
e

ss is o
n

e
 o

f fe
w

 o
p

e
n

 in old section o
f to

w
n

 
s
:d

--1
1

 
o_e. 'R

£'11sfer 
F

R
O

M
 1 

"
I 

know
 

w
e 

can
't 

fight 
pro­

g
ress," G

reav
es said. 

S
am

's P
lace is one of th

e city
's 

m
o

st recognized buildings, a 
red, 

W
estern-tow

n 
sty

le, 
tw

o-story 
w

ood-fram
e stru

ctu
re th

at opened 
as a b

ak
ery

 in 1915. It h
as b

een
 a 

bar sin
ce th

e 1940s, and local ru­
m

o
rs are th

at a brothel once oper­
lated o

n
 th

e second floor. 
G

reaves bought th
e p

lace in F
eb­

ru
a

ry
 1981 after h

e sp
en

t 10 m
in­

u
tes inside th

e cozy, d
ark

 lounge. 
.. Th

ere 
w

as 
ju

st 
so

m
eth

in
g

 
about S

am
's P

lace," G
reav

es said. 
t'T

h
e b

ar rem
in

d
ed

 m
e o

f a poem
 I 

learn
ed

 in g
rad

e school: 'T
h

e cot­
'tage w

as attach
ed

 once, th
e out­

~side old an
d

 m
ean

. Y
et ev

ery
th

in
g

 
~w

jthiD
 th

at co
ttag

e w
as w

ondrous, 
neat and clean.· " 

G
reav

es took o
v

er th
e tiny b

ar a 
m

onth later, on S
t. P

atrick
's D

ay. 
It is open 6 -2 a.m

. ev
ery

 d
ay

 ex­
cep

t T
hanksgiving an

d
 C

h
ristm

as 
D

ay. 
It n

ev
er h

as b
een

 closed for lack
 

of cu
sto

m
ers, an

d
 G

reav
es said it 

h
as been a 

b
u

sy
 p

lace from
 th

e 
start, even w

hen it w
as B

rea's first 
b

ak
ery

. 
C

ity officials a
re

 attem
p

tin
g

 to
 

b
u

y
 

S
am

's 
P

lace fo
r 

redevelop­
m

en
t; 

plans a
re

 to dem
olish th

e 
building w

ithin six
 m

o
n

th
s o

f its 
p

u
rch

ase. 
It h

as b
een

 ap
p

raised
 b

y
 th

e city 
tw

ice 
in 

th
e 

last 
four 

y
ears, 

G
reav

es said. T
h

e p
ro

p
erty

 v
alu

e 
is 

$106,981, 
acco

rd
in

g
 

to
 

county 
records. 

T
h

e last tim
e th

e p
ro

p
erty

 w
as 

appraised w
as Ju

ly
 3. G

reaves said 
city officials said they w

ould con­
tact him

 
in 

14 
w

eeks, 
but 

they 
have~

•t done so. 
S

everal longtim
e custom

ers said 
th

ey
 

d
read

 
the 

d
ay

 
S

am
's 

w
i!l 

close. 
R

ex A
llen of B

rea, a building in­
spector, said the b

ar is a 
second 

hom
e. 

"
I first cam

e to the b
ar w

hen I 
w

as 2 days old," said A
llen, 43, 

adding th
at it w

as in th
e arm

s of 
h

is father. H
e said· he learn

ed
 to 

w
alk in the b

ar w
hen h

e w
as a y

ear 
old, holding on to th

e raised
 shuf­

fleboard 
table ag

ain
st the 

south 
w

all. 
"T

h
is p

lace is im
p

o
rtan

t," A
llen 

said. "T
h

e city ought to ju
st m

ak
e 

th
e m

ain street o
f the new

 dow
n-

tow
n 

go 
around 

this 
p

lace 
an

d
 

leave it alone." 
F

o
rty

-y
ear cu

sto
m

er A
l Y

oung­
m

an
, 63, said people are com

ing to 
S

am
's in g

reater n
u

m
b

ers these 
days b

ecau
se they are starv

in
g

 for 
history in th

e city. T
hey w

an
t to see. 

w
here the city

's founders an
d

 oil­
w

orkers once g
ath

ered
, he said. 

"N
o

t 
m

any 
cities 

h
av

e 
dow

n­
tow

ns an
y

m
o

re," said Y
oungm

an, 
a 

retired research
 technician for 

B
rea-based 

U
nion 

O
il. 

"T
h

is 
is 

som
ething w

e should sav
e." 



By Merk Cromer 
t>sflSta11W111wr 

It was shortly nner dark when I 
first went inside. 

The air was wann nnd smokY 
and every head lined up at the 
bar turned to see who was cross· 
lng the threshold into the blue­
hazed room. 

Most looked away quickly, oth­
ers furrowed their brows and 
looked harder. 

It was more crowded than I 
had anticipated for a Monday 
night, but I fbund an empty stool 
half way down the bar and 
claimed it 

A\ l1waited for my Coors I no­
ticed 'ele state's warning that al­
cohol ~an cause cancer and birth 
defects was complimented with a 
bumper sticker which read "We 
don't have a town drunk .. we all 
take turns." 

I felt right at home. 

■ 

Sam's Place had been an in­
triguing sight to my eyes since I'd 
started on the Brea beat several 
weeks before. I'd drive by it al­
most evecy night on my way to 
that monolithic and omnipotent 
Civic Center Plaza. 

It contrasts well with the plaza, 
which stands like Wl\shington's J. 
Edgar Hoover building: massive 
and concrete, a testimony to new 
Brea's money and power, among 
otherthi~ 

And each time I cruised south 
on Brea Boulevard toward Birch 
Street, there was Sam's Place. 

That lone neon Budweiser sign 
hanging in the window always 
caught my attention, forcing me 
to slow and give the old joint the 
once over. 

Every reporter needs a place to 
drink, and Sam's Place just 
seemed to reek of the poetic envi­
ronment old dives tend to have. 

Just as the legendary City News 
Service reporter Norman Jacoby 
would work his stories from the 
old cop and reporter bar The 
Stakeout, I figured Sam's Place 
might be the perfect spot to cool 
my heels. 

■ 

I had wonderful visions of it all. 
I could see myself sitting there, 

hunched over a shot and chaser, 
taking slow d~ on a smoke and 
thinking wistfully of a girl I once 
knew. 

I'd be about ready to sink into 
the bottom of my emp(y glas., 
when a IDII, older blonde would 
come waltzing through the door 
and pull up n stool only a few 
down f'rom mine. Her name 
would be Loretta and the ba~ 
tender would bring her the usual. 

I would study the lines etched 
on her face and marvel in the sto­
ries I blew they told. She'd have 
a tBltoo that only a few guys had 
seen and with every passing beer 
I'd wonder if I would be one of 
them. 

The juke would slow down with 
some Sinatra and she'd ask me 
for a cigarette. I'd hand her one, 
lean over to light it for her and 
start making time from there. 

We'd talk leisurely as the night 
went by, only occasionally making 
eye contact She'd smile and say 
something marvelously cynical 
each time we did. 

La'St call would finally come, 
but we'd skip it, instead walking 
outside together, to drift slowly 
past the gutted store-fronts along 
Brea Boulevard, disappearing, as 
they did, into the California night 

• 
Perhaps I'd seen Barfly one too 

many times, or spent one too 
many nights in the Hi-Brow, Clar­
emont's lone dive, but my first 
time in Sam's Place was a liWe 
different than such holy visions. 

LorettB wasn't there. And I 
didn't see Bukowski lurking in 
any of the dark corners. Nor did I 
find Kerouac humming a sad 
tune to a platinum haired black 
girl at the end of the bar. , 

No, the beats were still up at 
the North Shore, or at least no 
farther south than Palo Alto. 

This was the Monday night 
football crowd and the place was 
packed. 

As I worked my first beer, the 
bat 'Y¥ awash with football taik 
and the crowd alternately 
cheered and moaned as the 
Chiefs defense wreacked havoc 
with the Raiders. ' 

Despite the evident lack of any 
beats or hippies or jazz heads, 
the place definitely spoke of a 
different life, if not a different 
era altogether. 

The faces behind the tall bot­
tles were those of blue collar men 
and women, wonderful faces full 
of life, not chin tucks and cheek 

I kept thin.king or Carl Sand­
berg and a song by the Rolling 
Stones ... 

"l.ds drink, to tN hard worfcino 
~ 
lt't's drink, to Uit ~'11 ftom ~ 
~ r,our r,lms, for tht uocJ atd 
Uit evil 
let's drink, to Uit salt of tht earth." 

The crowd was overwhelminllY 
male, but there were women clus­
tered at each end or the bar. 

There were tattoos to be seen, 
on shoulders and on some or the 
cleavage that flashed here and 
there. 

The guy next to me seemed to 
know a liWe bit about the history 
of the place, telling me it bad 
been home to a dozen past lives, 
everything from a bakecy to a 
brothel. 

The latter he said had been 
run out of rooms on the second 
floor of the thin, red building. 

It seemed like a logic.al ~ 
gression, from baking bread to 
housing our oldest profession. 

But that's the beauty of places 
like Sam's, their veins run full 
with history, stories, tales, leg­
ends, blood and guts. .... ijfe. 

When I asked him what he 
thought the chances were for 
Sam's survival into the next cen­
tury, he seemed to ponder the 
thought in a depressed pause. 

It didn't look good, he said, 
Brea was changing. The old 
downtown had been diagnosed 
with an affiiction that has proved 
fatal to historic spots in the past 
redevelopment 

In one sense Sam's Place may 
survive by being relocated to the 
"Historical block" that's been 
planned as something of a mu­
nicipal preserve for a few of the 
city's old buildings. 

He felt that in imother sense, 
however, s~•s rould almost as­
suredly die, probably by being 
turned into gift shop or the equiv­
alent once relocated. 

We had another round and 
stared at the long rows of half­
empty boWes behind the bar. It 
was twilight at Sam's Place. 

■ 

I left about an hour later, pass­
ing on a heaping bowl of the chil­
li Sam's is said to be known for, 
instead deciding to drive back 
down to the plaza. 

wraps. I wanted to stroll around there 
a bit, searching perhaps, for some 
perspective on it all. 

The plaza itself was deserted. 
Traffic was light on Birch Street 
and only the looming glow of the 
mall gave any real hint of life. 

I ended up nt Tut's Bar and 
Grill, the chic lounge that's nes­
tled In the gut of lite Embassy 

Suites Hotel. 
The contrast wns lovely and 

ominous at the same time. 
Here were the suits and ties 

nnd colflures, the money men 
and power brokers, the shot calt­
ers nnd dent makers .... the new 
Brea In spades. 

Watching them, I knew my 

friend at the bar had been right, 
Sam's Place and the era in Brea 
it represents is dead. 

New Brea had arrived. 
I finished my drink and mulled 

over tho possibilities fbr a story 
title. 

"A Tale of 1\vo Cities" sounded 
pretty good. 
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