
WHERE- IS RANDOLPH? 
A look at an almost-forgotten footnote to Brea history 

1992 may be the year of 
Brea's 75th birthday, but if 
early land developers had had 
their way, this celebration 
could have happened 15 years 
ago. 

The following is a story of 
Randolph, the little townsite 
which began ----­
optimisti-
cally in 1902 
but ended a 
year later 

AWALK 
IN TIME 

because of by Brian Saul 
unfulfilled 
promises. Being the forerunner 
of Brea, it's part of our city's 
early history which has nearly 
been forgotten but deserves to 
be recalled in this year of 
celebrating our pasl 

It all began back at the turn 
of the century, when the 
eastern end of the La Habra 
Valley, where Brea now is 
located, basically was 
undeveloped. The first oil well 
bad been drilled successfully 
in Brea Canyon in 1899, but 
apart from the oil company 
bunkhouses and the small 
homes which were just 
beginning to dot the hillsides, 
there was nothing here which 
one could remotely caJJ a town. 

Newspaper articles of the 
day described this area as 

raiii::~"" 
present-day La Habra had 
farms, orchards and fields of 
barley and hay covering its 
landscape, and this new 
undeveloped land east of La 
Habra was touted as baving the 
same excellent potential. 

It was into this area in 1902 
that developers came and 
decided to purchase 2,200 acres 
ofland below the mouth of 
Brea Canyon. Plans were made 
to subdivide the property into 
10- and 20-acre lots, lay out a 
townsite and provide water. 

Ads were placed in 
surrounding newspapers 
praising the land as having "no 
superior in South California 
for oranges or walnuts," and 
claiming that a ~inch cement 
pipe was to bring pure, fresh, 
soft water to new residents. 
Lots were to sell for $150 per 
acre. 

By the end of 1902, it was 
reported that there was a big 
demand for the available lots 
and 50 of them bad been sold in 
one day. The new town, which 
had not been named as yet, had 
contracted for city water and 
electric lights and soon was to 
be connected to the Pacific 
Electric Railway (the Red 
Cars). 

A month later, in January, 
1903, the new townsite 
officially was christened. It 
became Randolph, named for 
Epes Randolph, the general 
manager of the Pacific Electric 
Railway Co . 

That same month, a petition 
was circulated for a new school 
district for the town. It was to 
be formed from parts of the 
Fullerton, La Habra and 
Placentia districts, although 
the small portion of Placentia 
land to be included later was 
dropped from the plan. 

Local newspapers now began 
to write glowing and probably 
somewhat exaggerated reports 
of the success of the new 
settlemenl 

"The new town of Randolph 
is flourishing," a reporter for 
the Whittier News said Feb. 7, 
1903. 

"The rain has brightened its 
fertile acres and made it look 
still more inviting to the 
prospective purchaser. Many of 
the new owners are setting out 
trees, walnuts, proving 
themselves first favorites. 
About 75 acres are being 
prepared for.trees at this 
writing and this acreage will 
doubtless be still further 
increased. 

"A good deal oflumber is 
already on the ground and soon 
the next stage of the new town 
wiJI begin. School houses, 
churches, stores and homes 
wiJI dot the landscape, where 
but a few months ago barley 
and mustard held full sway. 

er, 
tlie rapi it,-o growth shown by 
the new western towns seems a 
trifle uncanny, but Randolph 
having fine water and climate 
and the near prospect of good 
transpo_rtation facilities, 
should grow and grow rapidly." 

Work now was progressing on 
laying the water pipeline to • 
Randolph, and new landowner 
C.E. Utt, one of the founders of 
Tustin, but known locally as 
the "Peanut King," was 

Rando·lph 

2000 Acres 
Of choice Orange and Wal-
nut Land, with Water, in 
this Tract. 

Also Lots in Randolph 
City. 

See our Agent on the 
Grounds. or 

+ 
... The ... 

Townsend•Robinson 
Investment Company_ 

to\\q "Btac\\, ea\. 

Choice land: DNplte the ..... 
fort• of developers like the 
Townsend-Robinson lnveatment 
Co., Randolph qulckty became I 
toolnole to BrN history. 

..... ~ January 16, 111112 Ikea New■ 
., ~ e.,..~ <-Jl .. t ... l ... J-1.•'.... .,._ ... ~ .. "' r 

planting his property with 
walnut trees and peanut plants. 

Bv April. 1003. an extension 
of the county road was being 
built between La Habra and 
Randolph. A month later, 
grading was nearing 
completion on the new 
Fullerton-Pornona Road, which 
was to run through the 
townsite. Local oil companies 
and the land development 
company were providing the oil 
to cover the entire length of the 
new road. 

The end of June still saw the 
work on the new water 'pipeline 
to Randolph not yet completed, 

•but work was progressing. This 
gave hope to local landowners 
that the water they had been 
promised soon would be 
flowing into their fields. 

Besides this pipeline, a 
schoolhouse to serve the 70 
children of the new Randolph 
School District was another 
important matter that summer 
of 1903. On July 29, a district 
election was held and voters 
decided to build a school on a 
2 ½-acre lot at the northern end 
of the town. 

One month later, a second 
election took place to decide 
whether to issue bonds worth 
$8,000 for the new schoolhouse, 
~~,U.,,w,d.cu;~Lc~6~ • 

most orthe children going 
the new school were living in 
Brea Canyon, their parents felt 
that the new townsite school 
would be too far away and that 
a temporary school should be 
built in the canyon. They also . 
thought that $8,000 was too 
much to spend on a school 
building for such a small 
district. Local oil companies 
did say, though, that if the new 
settlement of Randolph did fill 
up with people as was 
expected, they would help the 
valley property owners get the 
new schoolhouse. 

In that same month of 
August, the long-awaited 
pipeline finally reached its 
destination, but three months 
later something happened. The 
pipes were taken out and 
hauled back to Whittier. The 
Randolph Townsite Co. had 
canceled its contract with the 
E. Whittier Water Co. and had 
arranged to develop and pipe 
its own water to the entire 
Randolph tracl 

"Mansions" to be built in the 
new town by Epes Randolph, 
fellow Pacific Electric Railway 
executive George E. Pillsbury 
and wealthy local land 
developerW.J. Hole were put 
on hold and then never 
constructed. 

Finally, in an article in the 
Fullerton Tribune dated Dec. 
10, 1903, it was reported that 
"the Randolph Townsite (Co.) 
people have been offered a 
good price by a Los Angeles 
syndicate for its 2,000 acres of 
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La Habra (Valley) land and 
may sell in a few days." 

What had happened? Why 
had events taken a negative 
turn? And why were there very 
few references to Randolph in 
the ne~spapcrs during the 

Randolph the arrival finally of 
the Pacific Electric Railway 
and the improvement of the 
water system. 

Just as the lack of the railway 
and sufficient water had 
spell~d th~ end of the t!lwn in 

lt'sfelt tthe r&to tb~ngs,also ro a 
establish Randolph as a town the-d'efn'IRof Bandolph, but 
probably was because of not this tfnie it was only of the 
being able to get enough water name. In 1911, Randolph was 
to the townsite. Also, from the changed to Brea, people began 
start, it bad been promised by building homes on their newly­
"developers th!t. ~e Pacific. . ~ purchased townsite lots; 

~ .._ businesses sprang up along 
-------•--• Pomona Avenue (now Brea "Even though the Boulevard), in 1917 we became 

an incorporated city and 75 • years have done years later we're celebrating 
their best to our 75th birthday. 

We've certainly come a long swallow up the way in all those years, but at 

memo·,·es of o'd the same time we've lost much 
, , 1, of our early history. Except for 

Randolph l•t'S Randolph Street running 
' alongside the Brea Mall and Important that Berry Street to the west ofBrea 

Boulevard, there are very few those memories references of or traces left of 

t b 6 ft " old Randolph. The Pacific nO e 1OrgO en. Electric Railway Depot was 

Electric Railway would reach 
the area, but unfortunately 
they hadn't been able to get the 
right-of-way to Randolph. 

Was Randolph dead? Not 
entirely. C.E. Utt continued 
growing peanuts on his land 
until 1906 when he sold it to 
Truman Berry of Whittier for 
approximately $20,000. The 
"temporary" Brea Canyon 
School remained in use until 
1910, when the new Randolph 
School was built on the 
southwest corner of what is 
now Brea Boulevard and 
Lambert Road. 1910 also saw in 

demolished many years as was 
the old Randolph School. No 
one is quite sure any longer 
where the Brea Canyon School 
used to be nor what it looked 
like. 

Even though the years have 
done their best to swallow up 
the memories of old Randolph, 
it's important that those 
memories not be forgotten. 
They unfortunately were not 
the most successful years of 
our history, but nevertheless 
they did help to shape and lay 
the foundation for the Brea of 
today. 

Brian Saul Is vice president of 
the Brea Hl1torlcal Society. 



RELIGION 
The Brea United Methodist 

Church United Methodist 
Women will install its new offi­
cers at noon Saturday, Jan. 18, 
at the Sizzler Restaurant on 
Harbor Boulevard in 
Fullerton. The minister's as­
sistant, John Niblick, will in­
stall the officers. 

For information, call the 
church at 529-6336. 

• The Brea United Methodist 
Church, 480 N. State College 
Blvd., will hold a White Eleph­
ant Bingo and Dessert party at 
6 p.m. Sunday, Jan . .1~. 

For information, call Pam 
and Jim Turner at 861-8144 or 
Pat and Karen McDonough at 
861-2063. 

■ 
The Brea Congregational 

Church, United Church of 
Christ, at 300 E. Imperial High­
way, is hosting a group of 12 
homeless persons as part of the 
Orange County Homeless 
Issues Task Force program, 
through Jan. 18. Many already 

and various Greek Orthodox 
representatives. The service is 
held in conjunction with the 
annual Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity, being cel­
ebrated across the nation. 

For information on the ecu­
menical worship service, call 
974-7120, Ext. 254 or 537-0604. 

• The Brea United Methodist 
Church, at 480-N. State College 
Blvd., offers worship at 9 and 
10:30 a.m. Sundays. Adult 
Sunday School is held at both 
worship times, Youth Sunday 
School is at 9 a.m. and Chil­
dren's Sunday School is at 
10:30 a.m. 

For information, call 
529-3663. .,, 

■ I 
The Calvary Chapel Christian 

Centre, at 1200 Lambert Road 
in Brea, offers worship at 7:30, 
9 and 11 a.m., and 7 p.m., 
Sundays. Complete child care 
is provided. 

For information, call the 
church at 529-3069. 

• The Brea United Methodist 
Church will hold its annual 
Charge Conference at 7:30 p.m. 
Monday, Jan. 27 in the sanctu­
ary, 480 N. State College Blvd. 
Santa Ana District Superin­
tendent Marilyn Huntington 
will preside over the meeting. 

Among the agenda items will 
be adoption of the final 1992 
budget. 

For inf9rmation, call 
529-6336. 

The Women's American 
Organization for Rehabilitation 
through Training works to help 
students live productive lives 
and encourages them to keep 
their pride in their Jewish 
heritage. The group's next gen­
eral luncheon meeting, featur­
ing "a morning with 
Nordstrom's Personal Shop­
per," will be at 10 a.m. Monday, 
Jan. 20, at Temple Beth Tikvah, 
1600 N. Acacia Sl in Fullerton. 

The door donation is $5. For 

information or reservations, 
call Belle at 526-6591 or Ruth at 
776-1529. 

■ 
The Brea United Methodist 

Church recently added the pos­
ition of assistant to the minis­
ter to its church staff. The 
Pastor-Parish Relations Com­
mittee hired John Niblick for 
the position. Niblick had been 
loaned by Brea to the W~st 
Covina United Methodist 
Church for a year, but he pre­
viously had been a BUMC mem­
ber . 

Niblick presently is attend­
ing the School of Theolo~ _at 
Claremont, in study for mm1s­
try. 

Five Ways To Expand 
Your ~dicareBenefits. 

have volunteered to help. 
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The church is at 480 N. State 
CoJlege Blvd. For information, 
call 529-6336. 

■ 
An ecumenical worship ser­

vice will be held at 7 p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 19, for representa­
tives from all major Christian 
faiths in Orange County. It will 
be held at Sl Anselm of Canter­
bury Episcopal Church, 13091 
Galway Sl i~ Garden Grove. 

Included in this list of rep­
resentatives will be 
Episcopalian Bishop John 
Crumm, Lutheran Bishop 
Robert Miller, Roman Catholic 
Bishop Norman McFarland 
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----~WHERE --1S RANDOLPH? 
A look at an almost-forgotten footnote to· Brea history 

1992 may be the year or 
Brea's 75th birthday, but if 
early land developen bad bad 
their way, this celebration 
could have happened 15 yean 
ago. 

The following is a stol'J or 
Randolph, the little townaite 
which began ----­optimisti-
cally in 1902 
but ended a 
year later 

AWALK 
INTIIE 

because or a.,..._ Saul 
unf\df'llled 
promises. Being the forerunner 
of Brea, it's part of our ck1's 
early history which bu nearly 
been forgotten but desenea to 
be recalled in this year of 
celebrating our put 

It all began back at the turn 
of the century, when the 
eastern end of the La Habra 
Valley, where Brea now ta 
located, baaicallJ wu 
undeveloped. The f'lnt oil well 
bad been drilled aucceufally 
in Brea Canyon in 1888, but 
apart from the oil coapuy 
bunkhouses and the 1111111 
homes which were jut 
beginning to dot the hllllidea, 
there wu nothin, here wbicb 
one could remotely call a town. 

Newspaper articles of tile 
day described this area u 
having "a superb climate, pure 
water and deep soil 
remarkable for its fertility." 
Already, the land arouad 
present-day La Habra had 
farms, orchards and f'leldl or 
barley and hay coverilll its 
landscape, and this new 
undeveloped land eut of La 
Habra wu touted u having the 
same excellent potential 

It wu into this area in 1902 
that developen came and 
decided to purchase 2,200 acres 
of land below the mouth or 
Brea Canyon. Plana were made 
to subdivide the property illto 
10-and ~acre lots, lay out a 
towmite and provide water. 

Ada were placed in 
surrounding newapapen 
praising the land as having "no 
superior in South california 
for oranges or walnuts,'' and 
claiming that a 3trinch cement 
pipe was to bring pure, fresh, 
soft water to new residents. 
Lots were to sell for $150 per 
acre. 

By the end or 190'l, it was 
reported that there wu a big 
demand for the available lots 
and 50 of them had been sold in 
one day. The new town, which 
had not been named u yet, bad 
contracted for city water and 
electric lights and soon ••• to 
be connected to the Paciftc 
Electric Railway (the Red 
can>. 

A month later, in January, 
1903, the new townaite 
officially wu chriatened. It 
became Randolph, named for 
Epes Randolph, the general 
mana,er of the Paciftc Electric 
Railwa,Co . 

That same month, a petition 
wu circulated for a new school 
district for the town. It was to 
be formed from parts of the 
Fullerton, La Habra and 
Placentia diatricts, although 

• the small portion of Placentia 
land to be included later was 
dropped from the plan. 

Local newspapers now began 
to write glowing and probably 
somewhat e:1aaerated reports 
of the auccess of the new 
settlement 

''The new town of Randolph 
. is nourishing," a reporter for 
the Whittler News nid Feb. 7, 
1903. 

"The rain has brightened its 
fertile acrea and made it look 
still more inviting to the 
prospective purchaser. llany of 
the new ownen are settlng out 
trees, walnuts, proving 
themselves ftnt favorites. 
About 75 acres are being 
prepared for trees at this 
writing and this acreage will 
doubtleu be still further 
increued. 

"A good deal oflumber is 
already on the ground and soon 
the next atage oftbe new town 
will begin. School houses, 
churches, stores and homes 
will dot the landscape, where 
but a few month• ago barley 
and mustard held full away. 

''To the average easterner, 
the rapidity of growth shown by 
the new western towns seems a 
trifle uncanny, but Randolph 
having fine water and climate 
and the near proapect or good 
transportation facilitiea, 
should grow and grow npidly." 

Wort now was progreuing on 
laying the water pipeline to 
Randolph, and new landowner 
C.E. Utt, one of the founders of 
Tustin, but known locally 11 
the "Peanut King,'' wu 

Randolph 
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planting bis property with 
walnut trees and peanut plants. 

Bv April. 1903. an extension 
of the county road was being 
built between La Habra and 
Randolph. A month later, 
grading waa nearing 
completion on the new 
Fullerton-Poniona Road, which 
was to run through the 
townaite. Local oil companies 
and the land development 
company were providing the oil 
to cover the entire length of the 
new road. 

The end of June still saw the 
work on the new water pipeline 
to Randolph not yet completed, 

-i,ut wort wu progresaing. This 
gave hope to local landowners 
that the water they had been 
promised soon would be 
flowing into their f'lelds. 

Be1ide1 this pipeline, a 
schoolhouse to serve the 70 
children of the new Randolph 
School District was another 
important matter that summer 
of 1903. On July 29, a diatrict 
election was held and voters 
decided to build a school on a 
2 ~acre lot at the northern end 
of the town. 

One month later, a second 
election took place to decide 
whether to iuue bonds worth 
$8,000 for the new schoolhouse, 
but it wu defeated 16-1. Since 
moat of the children going to 
the new school were living in 
Brea Canyon, their parents felt 
that the new townaite school 
would be too far away and that 
a temporary school abould be 
built in the canyon. They 1110 
thought that $8,000 wu too 
much to spend on a school 
building for such a small 
diatrict Local oil companies 
did aay, though, that if the new 
seWement of Randolph did nu 
up with people aa was 
expected, they would help the 
valley property owners 1et the 
new schoolhouae. 

In that same month or 
Auguat, the long-awaited 
pipeline ftnally reached its 
destination, but three months 
later aomething happened. The 
pi pea were taken out and 
hauled back to Whittier. The 
Randolph Townsite Co. bad 
canceled its contract with the 
E. Whittler Water Co. and bad 
arranged to develop and pipe 
its own water to the entire 
Randolph tract 

"Mansions" to be built in the 
new town by Epes Randolph, 
fellow Pacific Electric Railway 
executive George E. Pillsbury 
and wealthy local land 
developer W .J. Hole were put 
on bold and then never 
conatructed. 

Finally, in an article in the 
Fullerton Tribune dated Dec. 
10, 1903, it was reported that 
"the Randolph Townaite (Co.) 
people have been offered a 
good price by a Loa Anteles 
syndicate for its 2,000 acrea of 
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La Habra (Valley) land and 
may sell in a few days." 
. What had happened? Why 
had events taken a negative 
tum? And why were there very 
few references to Randolph in 
the newapapers during the 
following years? 

It's felt that the failure to 
establish Randolph as a town 
probably was because of not 
being able to get enough water 
to the townsite. Also, from the 
atart, it had been promised by 
developen that the Pacific 

"Even though the 
years have done 
their best to 
swallow up the 
memories of old 
Randolph, It's 
Important that 
those memories 
not be forgotten." 

Electric Railway would reach 
the area, but unfortunately 
they hadn't been able to get the 
right-of-way to Randolph. 

Wai Randolph dead? Not 
entirely. C.E. Utt continued 
growing peanuts on hia land 
until 1906 when be sold it to 
Truman Berry of Whittier for 
approximately $20,000. The 
"temporary" Brea Canyon 
School remained in use until 
1910, when the new Randolph 
School waa built on the 
southwest comer of what is 
now Brea Boulevard and 
Lambert Road. 1910 also saw in 

Randolph the arrival finally of 
the Paciftc Electric Railway 
and the improvement of the 
water system. 

Juat as the lack of the railway 
and sufficient water had 
apelled the end of the town in 
1903, ironically the arrival of 
these thinga also brought about 
the demise of Randolph, but 
this time it was only of.the 
name. In 1911, Randolph was 
changed to Brea, people began 
building homes on their newly 
purchased townaite lots, 
businesses sprang up along 
Pomona Avenue (now Brea 
Boulevard), in 1917 we became 
an incorporated city and 75 
years later we're celebrating 
our 75th birthday. 

We've certainly come a long 
way in all those years, but at 
the nme time we've lost much 
of our early hiatory. Except for 
Randolph Street running 
alongaide the Brea Mall and 
Berry Street to the west of Brea 
Boulevard, there are very few 
references of or traces left of 
old Randolph. The Pacif'lc 
Electric Railway Depot was 
demolished many years as was 
the old Randolph School. No 
one is quite sure any longer 
where the Brea Canyon Schoo 
used to be nor what it looked 
lite. 

Even though the yean have 
done their best to swallow up 
the memories of old Randolph, 
it's important that those 
memories not be forgotten. 
They unfortunately were not 
the most succeuful yean of 
our hiatory, but nevertheless 
they did help to shape and lay 
the foundation for the Brea of 
today. 

Brtln Saul la vice preeldent of 
tht Bra Hiltorlcal Sodlly. 



~ La Habra Valley Land & W atcr Co. have just subdivided into 10 and 
• 20 acre lots in the baltiful and Icrtile La Habra valley 2 200 acres of -et 
fine land as ever lay out of doors. It has no superior in South California 
for orftnges or walnuts. An abundance of pure, fres~ so{ t water is con,, 
veyed to the-land by _36 inch c~ment pipe, and distributed on· the land by 
smaller mains. • 

Your choice of this tract for . 5150,00 ·per acre with one inch of water 
• conveyed with every ten acres of land 

TERMS: One,~d c~h. balance on one and two years· ~c at 6 per 
cent OFFICE, at RANDOLPI-L the new townsite on the tract. 
Parties wishing to make inquiries or to purchase lands Jt 
RANDOLPH can call on • ·· .- · 

J. F. ISBELL and CHESTER ROBINSON 
Agents for La Habra V alky Land & Water Co., at Randolph, J. C. Hiatt 
at Whittier, or-Townsend- & Robinson at Long· Beach- • • 

D 



The u Habra Valley Land & Water Co. have just subdivided into 10 md 
·20 acre Jots in the beautiful and fertile La Habra valky 2200 acres 6f •J.. 
fine land as ever lay out of doors. It has no superior in South California 
for oranges or walnuts. An abundance of pure. fresh. soft ~ater is con,, 
veyd to the land by 36 inch c~meot pipe, and distributed on the land by 
smaller mains. • • • . . . 

Your choice of this tract· for 5150.00 ·per acre with ~e inch of 
• conveyed with ever_y ten acres of- !arid_·, • 

TERMS: One,third cash. balance on one and two years t4n~ :at 6. per 
cmt. OFFICE. at RANDOLPH. the new townsite on the tract .. • 
Parties wishing • to make inquiries or to purc:!iasc lands e1t 
RANDOLPH can call on 

J. F. ISBELL. arid. ·cHESTER_ ROBINSON 
Agents for La Habra Vallty Land & Water. Co., at .R~doiph, J, • C. Hiatt 
at Whittier, or T ~w~d· & Robinson at Long-~ • • • ,-. ••. • • 
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ment of 120 pupils and there were three teachers; property evaluation was 
$12,325. In 1927 the name of the district was changed to Seal Beach. 

BREA 
The Brea District was so named in 1915, having been formerly known as 

the Randolph District, which was established in 1902. By 1920 Brea enroll­
ment was 345 and its expenditures were $21,841. By 1940 there was an in­
crease to 408 pupils and an expenditure of $44,339. By 1955 Brea had two 
elementary schools with 771 students, and by 1962 the two elementary 
schools and one junior high school had a combined average daily attendance 
of 1,722. Brea Superintendent of Schools is Vincent E. Jaster. 

BUENA PARK 
Another of Orange County's early districts, Buena Park appears in the 

county's annual report of 1891 with an enrollment of twenty-three pupils. 
By 1920 the school district had 1,294 volumes in its library, enrolled fifty­
seven pupils, expended $3,325, and had a total property evaluation of $6,793 . 
By 1940 Buena Park had two schools, enrolled 479 pupils, employed four­
teen teachers, and expended $39,502. By 1955 there were three elementary 
schools, an A.D.A. of 1,362; 1962 saw eight elementary schools and a corre­
sponding increase in enrollment-2,987 total. District Superintendent is Glen 
C. Nicholson, assisted by Bernard M. Staffon and A. Stanley Corey. 

CAPISTRANO BEACH 
The name Capistrano Beach was given to the Serra District in 1948. 

By 1955 the district had an average daily attendance of 200 and it expended 
$63,986. Attendance had more than doubled by 1962, standing that year at 
498. Ewald W. Kayser is district superintendent. 

CENTRALIA 
A very early school district, in healthy existence today, is Centralia Dis­

trict, established in 1875 with an enrollment of seventeen the following year. 
Growth was very slow at first, and the enrollment by 1900 was 61, increasing 
to an A.D.A. of 439 in 1955. By 1962 Centralia District was keeping pace 
with the general growth of Buena Park and had nine elementary schools with 
an average total attendance of 6,514. Dr. Palmer Campen is superintendent, 
assiflted by Dr. Clifford W. Jordan and Myrl C. Rupel. 

CHICO 
The Chico District was organized in 1889, but by 1910 it no longer 

existed as a separate district, being included in the Westminster District from 
that time on. In its first year Chico District maintained classes for one month 
only, by 1900 had an enrollment of twenty-five, in 1906 became part of the 
Westminster-Chico District, finally to be absorbed completely. 

COMMONWEALTH 
The brief existence of Commonwealth was from 1914 until it united with 

Placentia in 1921. 
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C-4 DAILY STAR-PROGRESS Wednesday, April 26,-1967 --~~--- :. ,J2,·-.bj;;_~p;_ ·~·-.-:~ 

First School Founded 1902 
'. 

(Editors note: Th~s ~tory of ~pedal Highway_ on- the east .b~idlng w,~s occupied, i four •

1

High ·School Districts, Dr. Goile 

the ~rea &hool District w ~ s side o! Flo~er Street. It. was year program was available. was appointed super~tendent 

subnu_tted by Dr. Paul B o l 1 e, to handle children from kmd~r- 0 October i -1926 the corner- of th new district. 
Supenntendent.) garten · to 'the 4th grade with n • e 

Th 
. . the Grammar &hool handling stone was laid. , A fourth school site, located 

e Randolph School District . . • • · . 
was formed in 1902. Regular the fifth through eighth gra<ies, ~- W. Barnett ~as the_ first m the . northern part of Brea, 

classes began in the school year The children. of high school age prmdpal of. the_. high school. He was secured to accommodate 

1903 . 04. The first teacher was went _to ~ullerto~ High School was_ followed in·. 19~ • by Carl ~eased enrollme?t. Constru,cJ 

a Miss EHen Dickenson and 30 at. ~1s _time: Vmcent _- Jaster, ~arvey, who remaln8!1 here _u~i tion -was started m Decembe~ 

pupils were enrolled The school pnnC1pal of ~he Brea Grammar tll 1946 when he took a pos1- of 1965. ; 

was located in Bre~ can y On S~h~ls ·since_ .1929, t~k Fan- tion i:l th~: Santa ~na __ School Sc¥~1 District Unificatio* 

aibout half . way between the rung s iplace as super1:11tendent system. Frank Hopkms, served combmmg Brea Elementary, 

Brei Ca.i'yon Oil Company of- in 1942. • He served in that ca- as Superintendent at Brea-Olin• Olinda High School School DJS­

fices and the entrance to the pacity until 1966 when he be· da High &hool from 1946 to trict was voted in by the elector: 

roa-d into Tonner canyon. This came associate superintendent 1965, when he took a position ate in December of ,1965 -to be~ 

school was started by the oil of. the ne~;y - formed _B~a • at Orange Coast_ Colle~e. . come effecti~e July l, 1966. ~ 

companies opera-ting in the area Ollooa Unified School D1strtd. In 1966. following unificatio:1 ended the history of Brea ~ 

in order to attract and k e e p Significant a s p e c t s of the of the Bera Elementary, Olinda mentary School Di~ct as a se1" 

steady employees. The f i rs t B~a Elementary School Dis- Elementary and Brea-Olinda arate entity. : t 
trustees were H. O. Butler, a trict ~as the_ change in as- ; 

Mr. Enick and a-Mr. Scott. sessed evaluatio:i from $3,629,- s I f ·N . . • s 11 0 . i. 

In the next decade several I!~ in l!H5, t~ 34•799·~90 in e ec urser1es e ver .•- -· 1 I 
importa::-~t changes took place. • 65, an increase m the , : 

The most important was the number ?f teachers e1:1ployed 4 M'II' Pl t p y . : 
change of name from ''Ran- from 1. m 1904 _to 75. In 1965 I 10n an s e·r ear . ~ i 
dolph School" to ''Brea Gram- ci11d an increase in pupil. enroll- .' • : , 

,, ment from 30 students in 1904 . . . : 

mar School • a~out ~918: The to 1,919 students i::1 1965. A plant fOr every. man, woman lfrom store-keeping. he entered! 

schcol enroUe-d al pupils in 19lO In· 1m:l? and child in the Los Angeles and the ranching business. ! 

and was served by 2 teachers. ~-. Brea G r a.m ~ .a r .• . -.~ l 

In 1920 'l95 ils 11 d School ·changed its nam·e to Orange County was sold by a One of the founders -of tfie • 
' .. pup were enro e B . H. Brea nursery last year Whi • • 

and 12 teachers were employed rea Juruor 1gh School. In • • ttier Elks Lodge, Grandfath-

The school was moved twice: this same year Arovista School, More than 450,000 container er TomlinS'On served as secretary 

first to the present location of another elementary school came plants were bought by customers from 1920 to 1924. : 

the Chiksan parking lot on the into. existence._ It is located_ on of Select Nurseries, 12831 East Present general manager is 

southwest corner of Decdara Eadmgton Dnve and Arovista Central. William M. Tomlinson, 32 son 

and Pomo::ia Avenue, now call- Avenue north of _the Brea Golf Select is the second· largest of Tommy Tomlinson. An~ther 

ed Brea Boulevard. The school ~o~. At that time Brea J~n- grower of cont~er plants in t~e son Frank, 32, is in charge of! 

was housed in a two . story ~or High. Sch?01 e::n-olled p~pils world. Its gr-owing area, all lll Select Nurseries camellias. The i 

b·tilding with four rooms. La· m grades_ six throu.gh ei~ht. containers, occupies 180 a-cres. nursery's camellia plots, which 

ter. two nf!Ni classrooms were Other pupils atten<ied Arov15ta Owned by a lO'ng-time Southern accord it the distinction as the 

added. The second move of the Sc~l ;r LaureJ ~~~1. Sch 1 California family, it employs 120 largest .camellia grower in the 

school saw the smaller of the 
0

. ~ rea an a 00 persons and has distribution all world, are located in Whittier. 

bu i l d i n gs moved across the F: J~re J· gh~h 0f1 :e over the United States through William and his wife are par­

street to the si~ now 0ttupied ~ct un~ ~~n ;hen tll:; uni~: trucking of C'Ontainer plants. ents ~f 3 sons. He was edu~ate-d 

by Brea Jr. High School. The ed and withdrew from Fuller•. The_concern.works ~l~selywitp ~ Ohio State where_ he maJo~d\ 

~ove _came a!bout when the Un- ton forming the Brea i; Olinda University .Extension groups, es- _m onamental ~orticulture u.ct
1 
~ 

1~n ~il Company and the school union High School District. pecially the University of Calif- landscape architecture. ~~I 

district traded property. On May 1, 1925, the first ornia at Riverside, and.with its ~ttended Cal Po~y anct maJ~\ 

By 1914 there were 170 stu• Board of Trustees for the High Orange county Extension. m the same subJects. • I 

d~n~ and fiv~ teachers, led by School District was appoL'1ted Select was started in 1930 in 

rrilliam Fanning, wh~ I:Pla'C~ and proceeded to establish a Whi~er, by F._ C._ (ToJ?lll~) Quirks In the News 

R. _w. Jepso:1 as. District. Su high school program. The board Tomlinson, who is still active m • 

penn~nde~t: F~ ~~ was as follows: A. H_ Brown, ,µte business. He was brought to (Reg. U.S. Pat. Off.) ·; ! 
in this_ position until his retire• G. W. Cullen, J. D. ·sievers, ,California· from Wyoming wheii ·:By United Press Internaticmal :i • -

ment ~ 1942• . M. Mears and W. D. Shaffer. a small child. · \ 

Fanning assumed the Supe~- On February 20, 1926, voters • Always interested _·in. flower CONCO~D. Mass,. (UfI)-~e, 

tendexy from w. ~- J_epso~ 1n awroved a Z3½ acre site on growing, he decided during the greater Bo~ton Intercollegiate 

100.4 and served until his retire- Bir.ch Street for the Brea-Olin- 1930's depression when he was Golf · Champion~hips have been 

ment in 1942. Durinj:? this 28 • da Union High School On Octo• a·n oil driller to commercialize po5tponed until next Mon.day 

year period, ~rea ,grew from ber 6th of that yea~ th~ cor- on his ability .and purchased a bec~use of a snowball. 
1 

an ayerage daily attendance ?f nerstone was put in pla<=e. little plot of land in Whiittier .. • Northeastern • University's 1 

170 in one. school to 388 lll Dwing the construction of the Tomlinson's father was Wll- Pete Baronowsky was on the I 
two schools m 1940. high school bUi1'd.ing, school was llam N. Tomlinson, who arrived green, eight feet from the sixth 

In 1921, the people of Brea held L'l the temporary quarters from England in the 19th cen- hole during a wet snowfall. He 

approved a school bond issue situated on the grounds of the etury, settled in Wyoming and gave the ball a tap and forced a 

Of some $60,000 to build a sec• Brea Gramma,r Scqool. • pµr~ moved <?'n . to ~tab. __ 4ter he postponement of _ ~e. _tour­

ond school, the Laurel School the first year of operation, only brought his family :to Whiittler. nament. His ball gathered:so 

building. Laurel School was lo- two years of hlgll school was There he opened the Golden much snow it wouldn't fit in: the 

cated betwee:t Birch Street and offered. The· ~t~at ~ ne~ .. Rule ~tore<• Af~~ ~: ~i:e~ hole. , •• , • • :-·,. ~ • i~ • .• ,. 

··I 
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Randolph 
+ 

2000 Acres 
Of choice Orange and Wal­
nut Land, with Water, in 
this Tract. 

Also Lots in Randolph 
City. 

See our Agent on the 
Grounds, or 

+ 
.. ~ The ... 

Town send= Robinson 
Investment Company 
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b RANDOLPJ.t 
~ 'Br1dVl ~aul 

1992 may be the year of Brea's 75th birthday, but if early land 

developers had had their way~ this celebration could have happened 15 

years ago. 

The following is the story of Randolph, the little townsite which 

began optimistically in 1902 but ended a year later-due to unfulfilled 

promises. Being the forerunner of Brea, it's part of our city's early 

history that has nearly been forgotten but deserves to be recalled in 

this year cf celebrating our past. 

It all began back at the turn of the century when the eastern end 

of the La Habra Valley, where Brea is now located, was basically 
. 

undeveloped. The first oil well had suc:c:essfully been drilled in Brea 

Canyon in 1899, but apart from the oil company bunkhouses and the small 

homes that were just beginning to dot the hillsides, there was nothing 

here that one could remotely call a town. 

Newspaper articles of the day described this area as having, 11 a 

superb climate, pure water and deep soil remarkable for its fertility." 

Al ready the 1 and around present-day La Habra had farms,. ore.hards~. and 

' . . 
fields of barley and hay covering its landscape, and this new 

undeveloped land east of La Habra was touted as having the same 

excellent potential. 

It was into this area in 1902 that developers came and decided to 

purchase 2~200 acres cf land below the mouth of Brea Canyon. Plans were 

made to subdivide the property into 10 and 20 acre lots, layout a 

townsite, and provide water. Ads were placed in surrounding newspapers 

praising the land as having "no superior in SoLlth California for oranges 

or walnuts!'" and claiming that a 36-inch cement pipe was to bring pure, 

fresh, soft water to new residents. Lots were to sell for $150.00 per 



ac:re. 

• By the end of 1902, it was reported that there was a big demand for 

th~ available lots, ~nd 50 of ~them had been sold in one day. The new 

town, which had not been named as yet, had contracted for city water and 

electric: lights and was soon to be connected to the Pac:ific Electric: 

Railway (the Red Cars). 

A month later, in January 1903, the new townsite was officially 

christened. It became Randolph, named for Epes Randolph, the general 

manager of the Pacific Electric Railway Co. 

That same month a petition was circulated for a new school 

district for the ·town. It was to be formed from parts of the Fullerton~ 

La Habra and Placentia districts~ although the small portion of 

Placentia land to be included was later dropped from the plan. 

Local newspapers now began to write glowing and probably somewhat 

exaggerated reports of the success of the new settlement. On February 

7, 1903 a reporter for the Whittier News stated: 

•The new town of Randolph is flourishing. The rain has brightened 

its fertile acres and made it look still more inviting t~ the ~­

prospective purchaser. Many of the new owners are setting out trees, 

walnuts proving themselves first favorites. About seventy-five acres 

are being prepared for trees at this writing, and this acreage will 

doubtless be still further increased. 

•A good deal of lumber is already on the ground, and soon the next 

stage of the new town will begin. School houses, churches, stores and 

homes will dot the landscape, where but a few months ago barley and 

mustard held full sway. 

•To the average eastener the rapidity of growth shown by the new 



I 

--

western towns seems a trifle uncanny, but Randolph having fine water and 

climate and the near prospect of good transportation facilities, should 

grow, and grow rapidly." 

Work was now progressing on laying the water pipeline to Randolph~ 

and new landowner C. E. Utt, one of the founders of,Tustin, but known 

locally as the "Peanut ~::'.ing," was planting his property with walnut 

trees and peanut plants. 

By April 1903 an @>~tension of the county road was being built 

between La Habra and Randolph. A month later grading was nearing 

completion on the new FLtllerton-Pomona Road which was to run through the 

townsi te. Local ·oi 1 companies and the land development company were 

providing the oil to cover the entire length of the new road.~ 

The end of June still saw the work on the new water pipeline to 

Randolph not yet completed, but work was progressing. This gave hope to 

local landowners that the water they had been promised would soon be 

flowing into their fields. 

Besides this pipeline, a schoolhouse to serve the 70 children o+ 

the new Randolph School District was another important matter that 

summer· o-f 1903. On JLlly 29 a district. election was held, and voters 

decided to build a school on a 2 1/2 acre lot at the northern end of the 

town .. 

One month later a second election took place to decide whether to 

issue bonds worth $8,000 for the new schoolhouse, but it was defeated 

16 to 1. Since most of the children going to the new school were living 

in Brea Canyon, their parents felt that the new townsite school would be 

too far away and that a temporary school should be built in the canyon. 

They also thought that $8~000 was too much to spend on a school building 

Tor such a small district. Local oil companies did say though that if 



the new settlement of Randolph did fill up with people as was expected, 

th e~ would help the valley property owners get the new schoolhouse. 

In that same month of August the long-awaited pipeline finally 

reached its destination, but three months later something happened. The 

pipes were taken out and hauled back to Whittier. The Randolph Townsite 

Co. had cancelled its contract with the East Whittier Water Co. and had 

arranged to develop and pipe its own water to the entire Randolph trac.t .. 

•Mansions" to be built in the new town by Epes Randolph, fellow 

Pacific Electric Railway executive George E. Pillsbury, and wealthy 

local land developer W. J. Hole were put on hold and then never 

constructed. 

Finally, in an article in the Fullerton Tribune dated Dec. 10~ 

1903, it was reported that "the Randolph Townsite <Co.) people have been 

offered a good price by a Los Angeles syndicate for its 2,000 acres of 

La Habra (Valley) land and may sell in a few days." 

What had happened? Why had events taken a negative turn? And 

why were there very few references to Randolph in the newspapers during 

the ~ollowing years? 

ItJs felt that the failure to establish Randolph as a town was 

probably due to not being able to get enough water to the townsite. 

Also, from the start it had been promised by developers that the Pacific 

E
, ~ · R ·1 ••JOLlld reach the area, but unfortunately they hadn~t 
... e c _ r- 1 c a 1 t.-J a y v-

be en able to get the right-of-way to Randolph. 

Was Randolph dead? Not entirely. C. E. Utt continued growing 

peanuts on his land until 1906 when he sold it to Truman Berry of 

Whittier for approximately $20,000. The "temporary" Brea Canyon School 

· •·•hen the ,~e•-• ~andolph School was built on the remained in use until 191U - 1 
- r 

southwest corner of what is now Brea Blvd. and Lambert. 
1910 also saw 

-



in Randolph the arrival finally of the Pacific Electric: Railway and the 

improvement of the water system . 
. 

Just as the lac~ of the railway and sufficient water had spelled 

the end of the town in 1903, ironically the arrival of these things also. 

brought about the demise of Randolph!' but this time it was only of the 

name. In 1911 Randolph was changed to Brea, people began building homes 

on their newly-purchased townsite lots, businesses sprang up along 

Pomona Ave. (now Brea Blvd>, in 1917 we became an incorporated city, 

and 75 years later we=-re celebrating our 75th birthday. 

we=-ve certainly come a long ways in all those years~ but at the 

same time we=-ve also lost much of our early history. Except for 

Randolph St. running alongside the Brea Mall and Berry St. to the west 

of Brea Blvd. there are very few references of or traces left of old 

Randolph. The Pacific: Electric: Railway Depot was demolished many years 

ago as was the old Randolph School. No one is quite sure any longer 

where the Brea Canyon School used to be nor what it locked like. 

Even though the years have done their best to swallow up the 

. .-

-·. :: . ~ _,. .. 
•t ~ 

;.;tJ;~; 
' . ~ . -

memories of old Randolph, it!' s. important .that those memories. _not be 
•• t· ~ 

1,/~.-},,. 
,_ ,~a.Ill_..{~ 

'=;-:,:;~ - -p;~·,-:-
forgotten. - ' ' ' They were unfortunately not the most successful years of our-~:~ 

history, but nevertheless they did help to shape and lay the foundation 

for the Brea of today. 

Brian SaLtl 

-,, 
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ABOUT THE AtrrHOR 

Leo 1. Friis is a resident of Ana­
heim, California, and bu been a 
practicing attorney in Orange County 
for nearly forty yean. Upon his grad­
uation from the State College of Iowa 
he taught history in high school. 

He then entered the College of Law 
of the Univenity of Southern Califom­
ia, receiving the degree of Doctor of 
Jurisprudence in 1926. A few weeb 
later he was admitted to the Bar. 

He served over five years in the 
Orange County district attorney's office 
and was city attomey of Anaheim for 
eight years. 

He has twice been president of the 
Orange County Historical Society and 
is presently serving on its board of 
directon. In addition to membership 
in several other historical societies 
he is a member of the Board of Oov­
cmon of the Patrons of the Library of 
the State College at Fullerton. 
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ORANGE COUNTY 
THROUGH FOUR CENTURIES 

by Leo J. Frill 

This is the first history of Orange 
County, California, that has treated 
the county as an entity rather than as 
a collection of isolated communities. 

Commencing with Cabrillo's voyage 
along the coast in 1542 the book pro­
ceeds chronologically to the . present 
day. Early exploration, the founding 
of Mission San Juan Capistrano, the 
great Rancho period, the Mexican War 
as locally experienced, the establish­
ment of American government, the 
founding of cities, creation of Orange 
County, agriculture, transportation, 
the various real estate booms, amuse­
ments, World Wars I and II, the Great 
Depression, and the present population 
explosion are graphically treated. 

Through the pages of this history 
walk PortolA, the explorer; Father 
Serra, founder of missions; the Yorbas, 
Peraltas, Sepulvedas, A vilas, Ontiver­
oses, Forsters and other great ran­
cheros; Pio and Andres Pico, Col. 
John C. Frmont and General Stephen 
W. Kearny of the Mexican War period; 
George Hansen, William H. Spurgeon, 
Columbus Tustin, Rev. L. P. Webber, 
Alfred B. Chapman, Andrew Glassell, 
James and Robert McFadden, the 
Amerige brothers, Gaylord Wilshire, 
Ole Hanson and other city builders. 
In addition appear the names of many 
other persons who played some role 
in the development of the County. 
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T
h

e L
a

 H
abra-Y

orba L
inda U

n
e 

T
he Pacific E

lectric's L
a H

abra-Y
orba L

inda L
inc branched 

off the W
hittier L

ine at L
os N

ietos. B
y 1908 it had been built 

through L
a H

abra to Pillsbury, a short distance w
est o

f R
andolph 

(now
 called B

rea). Pillsbury w
as nam

ed for a Pacific E
lectric 

official and its station consisted o
f little m

ore than a rude shelter 
to protect passengers during inclem

ent w
eather. O

n
 July 4

, 1910 
the citizens of R

andolph greeted the first car to
 their tow

n and in
 

the follow
ing year the line w

as com
pleted a m

ile an<!_! haJ.!__~_nd 
Y

orba L
indJ to

 a station called S
tem

 for 1 acob S
tern, a F

ullerton 
m

e
rc

h
~

t-w
h

~
~

 consi<krahle lanci hi-the locality. H
untington 

had originally planned to extend this line from
 S

tem
 to

 A
rlington 

w
here it could join the R

iverside &
 A

rlington R
ailw

ay. Surveys 
w

ere m
ade through the Santa A

na C
anyon and a route w

as selected 
that w

ould cross the S
anta F

e tracks at P
rado, b

u
t the plan never 

m
aterializ.ed 

T
he settlem

ent o
f the L

a H
abra V

alley is considered to have 
begun in 1880 w

hen Joseph S
ansinena bought 5,000 acres o

f land 
on the north side for sheep grazing. H

e w
as a F

rench B
asque w

ho 
had com

e to
 C

alifornia in
 1872 and obtained em

ploym
ent w

ith 
D

om
ingo B

astancbw
y w

ith w
hom

 b
e w

as later a partner. R
obert 

N
ortham

 planted a 70 acre citrus and w
alnut grove in

 the valley 
in

 1892 and tw
o years later W

. J. H
ole arrived H

e bad com
e w

est 
w

ith his w
ife w

ho w
as in ill health. S

he discovered that im
m

ediately 
o

n
 arrival in the valley she w

as free from
 asthm

a and here H
ole 

built a fine hom
e and purchased m

uch land. H
e bas been called 

the "father o
f L

a H
abra". A

 sm
all tow

nsite w
as laid out in 1903 

by R
obert C

. H
iatt and M

aggie O
Jy and the surrounding area 

developed agriculturally. G
eorge W

. B
eck arrived in

 1910 and 
planted the first avocado grove in the district. • 

.J. 
B

rea 
, 

T
he origins of R

andolph, later called B
rea, arc both obscure 

' 
an

d
 

puzzling. 
U

nquestionably 
the 

tow
n w

as 
nam

ed for 
E

pes 
: 

R
andolph, H

untington's engineering genius. S
o w

ell did R
andolph 

: 
understand "the topography and grow

th factors of the countryside 

[ 
120 1 

betw
een L

os A
ngeles and its southern beaches" that the routes 

sketched by him
 on a m

ap in 1901 w
ere alm

ost exactly follow
ed 

by lines later built by the Pacific E
lectric in its Southern D

istrict. 
N

o doubt R
andolph had planned the creation of a city to bear his 

nam
e. T

he R
andolph School D

istrict w
as organiud in 1902 and a 

schoolhouse w
as built in B

rea C
anyon. 

T
he tow

nsite of R
andolph w

as surveyed in D
ecem

ber, 1903, 
by E

ric L
. V

euve, w
ho had laid out the nearby W

. 1. H
ole T

ract _,,,, 

eleven m
onths before. A

 1903 O
range C

ounty directory advertised 
acreage and lots in R

andolph C
ity. F

o
r som

e unknow
n reason the 

tow
nsite m

ap w
as not recorded until 1908. A

t that tim
e the proper-

, ,..,­
ty 

w
as 

ow
ned 

by 
the 

O
ntario 

Investm
ent 

C
om

pany, 
w

hose 
president and secretary w

ere sons of G
eorge C

haffey, the m
an w

ho 
brought w

ater from
 the C

olorado R
iver to the Im

perial V
alley and 

w
ho com

pleted his life w
ork w

ith his E
ast W

hittier -
L

a H
abra 

irrigation project. 
D

espite 
the fact 

that 
the 

nam
e 

o
f R

andolph 
bad been 

attached to the B
rea area since 1902, the F

ullerton O
range C

ounty 
Tribune published an

 article on M
arch 9, 1910, announcing that, 

"A
 tow

n to be called R
andolph w

ill be established on an extension 
of the Pacific E

lectric R
ailw

ays L
a H

abra line, to be constructed 
at once betw

een Pillsbury and Y
orba, a distance of about ten 

m
iles." T

his new
spaper item

 stated that the prom
oters of the tow

n 
w

ould 
be H

untington, 
R

andolph, 
H

ole 
and 

the 
C

baffeys. 
In 

D
ecem

ber, 1910, the tow
n w

as re-platted by adding additional 
land and renam

ed B
rea. 

A
 new

 m
ap, filed in

 1911, show
ed the 

original portion of the tow
nsite to be ow

ned by the Pacific E
lectric 

L
and C

om
pany and the O

ntario Investm
ent C

om
pany w

hile the 
addition belonged to the U

nion O
il C

om
pany. 

Y
orba L

inda 

..--,-

T
he nearby com

m
unity of Y

orba L
inda bad an interesting 

. 
/
.
 

beginning. Som
e tim

e before it w
as founded, A

ndrew
 L

. Page bad 
V

 
purchased 35 acres o

f land in
 the R

ichfield district from
 Jacob 

S
tem

. 
T

hrough an unfortunate circum
stance, Page,s business in 

F
ullerton failed and he and his w

ife m
oved to their land in R

ich-

[ 
121 ] 
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the understanding that it w
as to b

e used for a public park "and for 
no other purpose." In

 addition, the deed granting the property 
expressly 

provided 
that the county should 

protect the 
natural 

grow
th of the tim

ber and keep a custodian perm
anently in the park. 

Sale of intoxicating liquors on the prem
ises w

as strictly forbidden. 
T

he Irvine C
om

pany gave an adjoining five acres in 1950 and an 
additional tw

enty acres eight years later. 

E
arly O

il P
roduction 

C
alifornia's first oil boom

 started in the northern part of the 
State in 1865 and shortly afterw

ard tw
o "dry holes" w

ere drilled 
in B

rea C
anyon. In

 about 1882 the C
handler O

il ~lining C
om

pany 
com

m
enced drilling for oil in the area w

here T
onner C

anyon joins 
B

rea C
anyon. O

il w
as obtained at depths ranging from

 100 to 300 
feet. T

he com
pany m

oved its operations up T
onner C

anyon to a 
place one and one-half m

iles northw
est of present day O

linda 
w

here a busy little settlem
ent sprang up w

hic~ w
as called P

etrolia. 
J 

In 1884 C
handler told a representative of the S

tate M
ineralogist 

that in tw
o years his firm

 had recovered 5,000 barrels of oil from
 

the field. 
W

allace H
ardison and L

ym
an S

tew
art w

ere 
active 

in the 
/ 

P
etrolia area in 188-7. T

hey pooled their resources w
ith others in 

1890 to form
 

the U
nion O

il C
om

pany w
hich four years later 

purchased from
 the S

team
s R

anch C
om

pany a 1,200 acre tract 
lying w

est o
f O

linda, com
m

only called the "S
team

s F
ee." 

In
 a 

land title dispute the oil com
pany surrendered 2

0
0

 acres o
n

 the 
w

est end o
f its property w

hich w
as forthw

ith acquired by the B
rea 

C
anon O

il C
om

pany of w
hich E

. L
. D

oheny w
as the prom

oter. 
In

 
addition, U

nion acquired the nearby Sansinena L
ease. 

M
easured 

by present day standards, life in the B
rea district w

as rather prim
­

itive during the early days of oil developm
ent. 

A
n em

ployee o
f 

U
nion O

il C
om

pany recalled, "I rem
em

ber w
hen I first cam

e to 
w

ork for U
nion [in 1903], a tract office w

as then the only building 
in B

rea [then called R
andolph]. 

F
ullerton w

as our nearest tow
n. 

W
e had no autom

obiles. 
T

hose w
ere the horse and buggy days. 

A
ll m

aterial and supplies used for the w
ells on the S

tearns' L
ease 

[ 
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and the six o
r eight w

ells w
hich w

e had at S
ansinena b

ad
 to b

e 
hauled from

 F
ullerton .

.
.
 W

ell pushers w
ere paid $2.S

0 for a 
ten-hour day and the pum

pers got the sam
e pay for a tw

elve-hour 
shift. 

T
he gang-pusher got $80.00 per m

onth." 
T

he M
enges O

il 
C

om
pany (later acquired by the B

irch O
il C

om
pany) com

pleted 
the first producing w

ell w
est o

f B
rea C

anyon in 1900. 
E

dw
ard L

. D
oheny entered into a partnership agreem

ent w
ith 

the S
anta F

e railroad to drill in the O
linda district. H

is first w
ell 

w
as com

pleted in 1897 and to everyone's astonishm
ent produced 

fifty barrels a day. B
y 1898 the firm

 had drilled ten w
ells, none of 

them
 deeper than 900 feet. 

In the follow
ing year the railroad 

built a branch line from
 R

ichfield (A
tw

ood) to
 O

linda. A
t about 

the sam
e tim

e the G
raham

-L
oftus O

il C
om

pany and the C
olum

bia 
O

il C
om

pany com
m

enced operations in the area. T
h

e oil discovery 
brought m

any speculators to
 the field. C

harles V
. H

all and three 
others leased 5

8
 acres o

f the O
linda R

anch. 
H

all w
as considered 

a 
novice 

in
 the "oil gam

e" 
and his 

associates, 
deem

ing their 
investm

ent a sour one, unloaded their interests upon him
. H

all's 
optim

ism
 w

as am
ply rew

arded. H
e drilled to a depth o

f 1500 feet 
and brought in

 a flow
ing w

ell. 
U

nw
ittingly he had tapped the 

richest section o
f the O

linda field! • 

N
ew

 R
iver B

ed
 

F
rom

 the 
earliest 

tim
es 

ranchers 
and farm

ers 
b

ad
 been 

plagued by the S
anta A

n
a R

iver's troublesom
e habit o

f changing 
its course. 

T
o

 control th
e errant stream

 
the 

N
ew

bert R
iver 

P
rotection D

istrict w
as organized in 1900 covering about 18,000 

acres o
f land in

 southern O
range C

ounty. T
he nam

e, N
ew

bert, 
w

as coined by C
ivil E

ngineer H
. C

ay
 K

ellogg b
y

 com
bining the 

first syllable o
f N

ew
port and the last one o

f T
albert. W

ith the pro­
ceeds o

f a $185,000 bond issue, the district m
ade a perm

anent 
bed for the river by acquiring a strip o

f land 300 feet w
ide and 

dredging a channel • dow
n its length to the ocean. L

evees w
ere 

constructed o
n

 each bank to further contain the flow
 o

f the stream
. 

T
he new

 channel diverted the course o
f the river so it no longer 

em
ptied into N

ew
port B

ay. • [ 109 ] 
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