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LIVING ON A BREA CANYON OIL LEASE \ M

During the 1920's through the 1940's a good deal of
the Brea population lived in the Orange County territory

in rental housing located primarily on oil company property.

All the children were bussed to schools in Brea.
The 0il leases during this time were: Union Oil

Tank farm located north and west of Brea along the south

side of Central Avenue.

Just north of Brea off Brea Canyon Road were a number
of 0il leases that flourished during this period of time.
They were: Birch 0il Company, Brea Canyon 0il Company,

Fullerton 0il Company, General Petroleum (Mobil) 0il Company,

Shell 0il Company and Union Oil Company. As you entered

Brea Canyon and went on up into Tonner Canyon, General
Petroleum and Union 0Oil Company had extensive lease holdings

that were sparsely populated by family residences. To the

northeast of Brea and north of Deodara (now Lambert) and

extending east along the face of the hills, was a contin-

uation of Union 0il Company that extended to the Olinda

settlement. Olinda area had its own sixteen room school
and was surrounded to some extent by the Chansler, Canfield,

Midway 0il Company (CCMO), Tidewater Association 0il Company,

Union 0il Company, and General Petroleum 0il Company.



With the exception of daily transportation of children
to school, visits to Brea were usually limited to weekly

Saturday trips to the local stores for provisions and,

occasionally, to Anaheim or Santa Ana for durable goods.

Also during this period, the Sears and Roebuck mail order

catalog was almost an every household standard.

Life on the oil leases was quite simple as the houses

were not clustered close together. The circle of playmates

was limited to immediate neighbors who had children of a

similar age. While traveling to school on the bus (usually

a one-hour ride), you became friends with students from

neighboring o0il leases and as you grew older were able to

walk or ride a bike to a friend's house and play games
such as "Kick the Can”, "Catch!, or "Monopaly%. " HEsce

games were usually restricted to weekends as, in those days,

there always seemed to be homework or chores (washing dishes,

trash removal, cleaning one's room, yard work, or hoe weeds

around the house to reduce the fire hazard) to be done.

Living on an o0il lease was not without its hazards and

at an early age one was taught to respect the machinery and

hazardous installations. No special guards surrounded

moving equipment. There were no barricades to prevent
access to oil derricks or boiler houses and in many areas

live steam pipes were exposed above ground.



Most of the piping in the oil fields were laid above

ground and it was difficult to tell whether they carried

warm oil from the ground or live steam to drive some of the

equipment. Before climbing over these pipes or stepping

on them one learned to spit on them to determine how hot

they were.

During the thirty year period covered here, no child

was ever seriously injured on or by any of the many exposed

hazards that existed in the oil fields.

After World War II and between 1945 through 1950 with
better transportation and roads the oil companies encouraged

families to move off the leases and into Brea and surrounding

communities. As the houses were vacated they were demolished

until none exist today, and the style, manner and isolation

of 0il company housing is a thing of the past and only

memories, some of which are recorded on old photographs.



R 4 o : . ; G
i { !

l‘l'f

Sy ,Z;z/‘/:,@ﬂ;/ x/r /@J///Wq »éw‘"/’/

Wﬂ-uém 9/407;7/&’ WM M.;/
P WMMW%W : Brea

S m |

WW%&“%%@WW

,,,,,,,,,

SEan 'W@/@ i "‘/%f”’ Méywy
1 %«/—ﬂr-&m‘ﬁz/@ua %M/MM
WMW&?W,WO%@



faa;au./ n—&/. oA ,é /4/;%4 N h e ¢

7o 2 i {MJ/ y (Ben it %Mﬂ
Lree? aA/(/// /Z;Z /«,4/( 4/7/5 %Z// o

a 2 M?-Zv/r: a7 ;‘—r\ // Dl o2 (ZJ /4‘7% ’2://-0/;/
A _z/)/emaff///j,"/ PV fo
0,4».55/::. 2l o %z/—v& g »@,(ZM Y it

it Aood d-ﬂ/“/m Leernoeinole c‘/éW

eyt by 2o Loty buf il e
A S ﬂo/;’ (4?(’2*’76‘)3 Tiddseenls) i
0./ /m%az,y 5 Dzt o éff’.c,if/ iﬁwyz;nj , @n /4\5_;,,,1 .

A, i b .
w/fw toom X r:fza/?/ 7

Wl e epregellon of doidly Znvepsitidin.
cy N i T 44%&% IR s s, e
M‘Lﬂ% Lonlod 25 woee bl dulin ey Ziyes
B 2l Lorad s fo (proeiiors, o
ctcailonally | B oadicr o1 AarSe Zna
/@’4’1 Ayrald ;,&pzﬁla 4l /M«iy s



Qs

é’% o 2bmse? an wy Asvoihott
Af]/fw 04/{/1/

a{ //;f/ cstce mp? Muo/&/&w’ ZQMJJ«
T 2otd d,/ @/z&yxmzzzy o, 2T

A i o s /f//é&w VR
7 2 o 222 WAL «ZLM&:///C 7
,4,(,/;#/ o Ihs Ve g Muaé/ 4 o Hpeen

sd ol )) oo At g g /Zzuzma@ ozl 2Tt £
//zm-w mcyf,éﬁ'nw; 5/ L e e

A
(&2 M Za : 94 %me./ Zen s /0,/? ;,/Mvw_o

con] avy Wik U lny Lideh o1 Tongpcty!
Hewt g amis vt Mﬂ-/é deetoie e
Loteh e e a., s /"?’/) LA
v, glerndd B da A o AR

LA (wonitfoniy oLeidisy Draed denaind
MM‘/ oney Nvom, ymé/«h/‘rf/z»f()c‘)_/) e
ey it v B it Ay
S A;MWZJ 2 S v loni,



il Sy arcte sl e i e qpl one

wvne At gAY A arepeet U e feritg an
/a/zzm—-/mm e T bt des W"’/&um/;
Lenounde oy .744,9/%@4;%«7/. THcre wrrens

Ne M%a.n&ao »5' WW /Zg ﬂ/r/
o ttes o4 Mpill /Mc/«l-p i sty

artae Lot gdecr popts 4 —%’/‘ﬁ—a’ﬂ/

oot ;Ama(

ot abeve jﬂm/ i S %w
oA AW avdialfe /fo? Hasiniiel oo el
Jrom groent! o1 Mo tdoain Ho Liciis
AANY 7 A f/mgi’w‘;uw&/. % dd»vw/w/
J/M/%W s T & A7
Ao A7 ;mij ttrlns .

-—4»6) Mo W/W M;/ MMM?

/Mﬂ/w—ap/dﬂ m@wyyzgww—y



Z//M N4 W’/M&w /f%’%u// /950
/M/Z»Z/ AJZM /%Maéfsz%ﬂ}m d«wdf//'/)adtlo 2

(Cz/ /m\ 7/{4/LLM enddrrd ,M//-/a/w(/a_,; ,Zf Ve s
ﬂ 7 Z?ﬂ /&W anl M?‘a @4/9 MWWm/wf J;

g(’?}W&?(Z&("c, @J /% /W A€t W((J?./

/Zf‘”/‘/z;; @nc/% %,MWM M/Mz«éfﬁ
: /
09/&(2,/ A7 ;/ a";vé% /h,LmzdF-’c»L—l-/‘ € /S 7/_,»,1,,_4,/

7
ot /«Lr(&‘”(ﬁé(” N a/cl’ f»«/#’é‘ /7 /“—// rﬂjf/y



B . g § 1 1
! ! ! i

. 1-'- ; ESE ko e
i BRI ’
Lé ol |
s e S

!

‘ —:9{4 //'*:T»éa*aﬁc;:j‘ M 4& MMWJL‘;/ Z,{
\/ﬁwu,w Eﬁ/b/.aév—f/ “‘” % Wbed
?/ Gu& é‘éw‘/ t‘/ﬁl Mw///ﬁj?v
,&’IML /“4’4 ﬂ./av//;.c NeAnLs %«Jpﬂw |
/ﬁt{/ a!rd//uxy 4,)«,/,;) 4/.2/&:;4/4' E.m.
A w—?fﬂ«»// eb!/c‘»/ Jxrﬁ[wl/ £M7P/A/ :
. @L {/ Lfé' w;' (?»c ,:/L ,@’e’/far/ a/‘.(—ij

%%.Zw '_Z{_Zr, :Z,u..é ﬁ/ﬂ/ﬁ‘——d //Z;ﬂ./ 4"1_/
Wﬁéd 4/7 44 r/(&’/ 4,.,4;::/,., L&.u., Aé-:/,»-er»;/.ﬁ -
4%773}/44« v/(c.,: .lﬂﬂ/ ?f/},&.{!’wa/)_ﬁ/

-./,4,4,“1/ ,71,42-7 {f) /J/[v/étq't e //% r-éz»u.,u/,

%%/ (}?A”&”‘I?W jﬁf’l«*’?& & .:.ﬂ:f",.-?'ﬁ,‘,‘. .’
AL e ,«; | 1
4 3 e : ; | : { i ! | i i
{ { l 1 : "} ! i g 1 1 : H ~} 1
! 2 ! : b : ! {o ; ! ' [ ! : |
AR BB B s e p e R e e Do i
e 4 i B B2 : ! | o ; ! : !
B e Ee b TGRS
‘! ! i 4 s 1 ‘,,,J', L e Sa v ‘ l ! t
' b | g e s :
Il e T bbb o
I B B e 1 4 Suit £2 ol |
ey B
WERAR B0 L e S0 e e : - : Pt el
WEE e At L ]
4 1 : £ 4 1 ._..,: ; \ ) K | ! i i |
e e
¢ s B e, Becer o s Ll B { i , | ) {
] { ‘ T ? I i * E SEY, s ko, G 13 : 2t kg weme o ““4"""""‘4! , A —J»« !




Ber el @//WM% V22,

CIEA AR 4o
e . e
ey

O?»M/L&&’A—Q, -JA'/VN Oy

Eatay 39
%Mj 77/:14/;. Wé’zw oy
7 ctswred/
Htr ¢ ot f
Ilret .

@M& ZWM @p-n o/
v

P -

gfw i ) ?4/711 ~c,‘Z/£/ 4/
&,// ) Moo A 4/

’wa./,.;i,-‘zg_/ 1, i /',;a,/c/ A/
Chlises) Qnote! 34
o

al 4y
WAZ



M) )m 4 )

/A

Ity @ov-ea,? 4/
o

/(WM wmo/‘M

W 97& 39

y)ﬂw 3
T 28 ‘7
W/JMM 4 4

777‘! [J //‘) /C.—y,, —./’JW

s Si—,

/‘*////J/M Lx,/,é,,«z/



Mbﬂ}} Io? Zlilrsr 38
%/ LA :7 |
@/’Lﬁ&/‘—d }Wa 47

me) Uodpr £a5
£l l 9z

e % 3/9

Do (DF/ Zmyi@»;{ (Card amte 2

P ariee—, 974’ 42
Dhaniiel, Foes 72

Soctes 40
Wohdor, Foltld) 3edf

e Am% 29

Vriny DS WM, (31w 0L..A)

)/ﬂ%m»wm }MW 2§
o il o

Nealy, (.
o R ¢
Al
@ K/

il z



Qoloe, F2E/ 39
Qlloy., WMoy 47
7/

/ ) Pungel al’
M % /d i
Benne??, Qiems 4/

W,@W 4)

Mobed 57

ﬁé%é;m/ W 4/
T Ll G/ A
@7 79

MoiberS

, td
) WD‘J— 43
Wné./ J W R 1/;«;, 4 ¢
Gl 4%
Aohiter 0
W 2o
7% 004 A 4
M, %0’ 4/

A7 Cav ok
W'@%:,é/ 4{/

T ot 43




DO5 5 Dnasie vil AT

Van Wc&%m) Kool 40

Wondon O /”7’”‘% (et W«MJ
Feriesd, Qo7

fety 92

A s/
' o




