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The S6th Anniversary of Sea
Service Women will be celebrat-
ed ata birthday luncheonon Aug.
1ammuu§m'rm Officers’
Club, Marine Corps Air Station,
El Tore

Special ceremonies will begin
at 11 am. The price is $20 ger
person, and reservations are due
by July 27. Call Bea at 991-
4185, or Lynda Smith at (714) 549-
3609 for information

WVhLITARY SERVICE

military training at Lackland Air
Force Base at San Antonio, Tex-

as.

Matulich is the daughter of
maa and Debra L. Matulich of
Brea, and is a 1996 graduate of
Brea Olinda High School.
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Air Force Airman Marlon J.
has graduated from

basic military
training at
Lackland  Air

Force Base in
Texas. Castan-

Jaan and stepson
of Terry Crane of
Brea, and is a

duate of CASTANEDA

| Olinda High School.
s ]

A

Mark A. Gorden has joined the
U. 'ArmT}_r Reservle) under the
Delved raining Program at _
the U.S. Army Recruiting Sta-
tion in Fullerton. Gorden is the

son of Cheryl A. and David H. Gor-
don of Brea, and is a student at
Brea Olinda High School.

Air Force Cadet Brent E.
Reimer assisted in the 1998 Boy
Scout Freezoree at the U.S. Air
Force Academy in Colorado
Springs. Reimer is the son of
Greg S. and Christine A. Reimer of
Brea, and is a 1997 graduate of
Brea Olinda High School.

Tony J. Matcaroff has joined
the U.S. Army under the De-
layed Entry Program at the
U.S. Army Recruiting Station in
Fullerton. Matcaroff is the son

of Dianne L. Matcaroff of Brea.
| ]

Air Force Cadet Brandon J.
Tellez assisted in the 1998 Boy
Scout Freezoree at the U.S. Air
Force Academy in Colorado
Springs. Tellez is the son of

Kathi and stepson of Raymund E.

Ruhe of Brea, and is a 1997
graduate of Brea Olinda High
School.

Benjamin S. Ku has joined the
U.S. Army Reserve under the
Delayed Training Program at
the U.S. Army Recruiting Sta-
tion in Fullerton. He is the son

of Anita and Stanley Ku of Brea.. -
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Air Force Airman Marion J.
has graduated from
basic military [
trammg at
Lackland Air
Force Base in
Texas. Castan-
eda is the son of
Joan and stepson
of Terry Crane of
Brea, and is a &=
1997 graduate of CASTANEDA
Brea Olinda High School.

Mark A. Gorden has joined the
U.S. Army Reserve under the
Delayed Training Program at
the U.S. Army Recruiting Sta-
tion in Fullerton. Gorden is the

We need you.

son of Cheryl A. and David H. Gor-
don of Brea, and is a student at
Brea Olinda High School.

| |

Air Force Cadet Brent E.
Reimer assisted in the 1998 Boy
Scout Freezoree at the U.S. Air
Force Academy in Colorado
Springs. Reimer is the son of
Greg S. and Christine A. Reimer of
Brea, and is a 1997 graduate of
Brea Olinda High School.

| :
Tony J. Matcaroff has joined
the U.S. Army under the De-
layed Entry Program at the

U.S. Army Recruiting Station in

Fullerton. Matcaroff is the son

of Dianne L. Matcaroff of Brea.

Air Force Cadet Brandon J.
Tellez assisted in the 1998 Boy
Scout Freezoree at the U.S. Air
Force Academy in Colorado
Springs. Tellez is the son of
Kathi and stepson of Raymund E.
Ruhe of Brea, and is a 1997
graduate of Brea Olinda High
School.

Benjamin S. Ku has joined the
U.S. Army Reserve under the
Delayed Training Program at
the U.S. Army Recruiting Sta-
tion in Fullerton. He is the son
of Anita and Stanley Ku of Brea.
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viemories of WWI vivid 70

%‘Gm A. Warner

Nearly 70 years later, Erving

Dresser still vividly recalls looking
out the winter-fogged window of
the German prisoner-of-war camp
and wondering why his guards
were behaving so foolishly.
: Y were dancing and shout-
Ing and throwing their guns in the
air,” Dresser said. “‘Nobody knew
wha; was going on."”

Within minutes Dresser was
dancing too: World War | — The
Great War, the War to End All
Wars — was over.

For most people, the bloody con-

flict that lurched to an end seven
decades ago Friday is a distant
event confined to scratchy record-
ings of “‘Over There" and figures
marching herky-jerky in ancient
newsreels,

But for Dresser and a dwindling
number of Orange County resi-
dents in their late 80s and %0s,
World War I was a time to kill or be
killed on the faraway fields of
France.

“‘Sometimes it seems like people
have forgotten what it was like,"
said World War I veteran Cecil
Kepler of Orange.

With their comrades dying at a

rate of 250 per day, the former
doughboys worry that what they
did when the century was young
will become as remote to Ameri-

cans as the Civil War or the Revo-
lution.

“Out of about 4.7 million who
served, there are about 100,000 left,
according to the Pentagon,” said

veteran Ed Couron of Garden
Grove.

America was a late arrival to

World War I, which began June 28, -

1914, when a Bosnian nationalist
assassinated Archduke Francis
Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary.
The murder set in motion several

Y

years later

treaties, and by August, England
and France were at war with Ger-
many, Austria-Hungary and the
Ottoman Empire.

Millions had died in the trench
warfare by the time the United
States entered the struggle in April
1917. Promises by President WH:
son to ‘keep America neutral’
melted away as Germany tpreat-
ened to torpedo US ships bringing
supplies to England. .

By the time the armstice was
signed in a stuffy railway carin the
Compiegne Forest on Nov. 11, 1918,
2 million doughboys had joined up

Please see VETERANS/3

| Photo courtesy of Erving Dresser
Erving Dressar, far left, of Anaheim in a 1918 photo with other prisoners of war near Darmstadt, Germany.

Erving Dresser was a
Pancho Villa when his

N WX
Bill Alkoter/The Register
veteran of the 1916 campaign in Mexico against
National Guard unit went to France during WWI.



oxygen. .

‘When the barrage ended, Cour-
on's unit was ordered to take up

on a rock quarry.

*“You could look across the field,
dwnﬂmctbpemds;:ttl:cmc;:r-
mans over at day/ A

e ““The French had
up their 7Smm’s for over a
mile right close together. When the
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the 1916 campaign in Mexico

Their numbers are dwindling

s

against Pancho Villa when his Con-
necticut National Guard unit was
sent to France. 13

Dresser thought the war would
be a good chance to see the world,
put he ended up seeing more of

Germany than he cared to.

Dresser's misfortune began in
France, where he was injured in a
German gas attack and
sent to a hospital.

1 was taken care of by a very
nice French countess,”” Dresser
said.

Dresser was on the way back to
join his unit when, on the night of
April 20, 1918, he rested for the
night in a camp that was the target
of a small German raiding party.

Wounded by a grenade, Dresser
was captured by Wehrmacht sol-
diers who patched him up. After a
short hospital stay, Dresser was
forced to join a group of French,
British and US prisoners of war
who toured Germany as part of a
propaganda campaign to show
German citizens the face of the en-

emy.

I think I saw every major city
in Germany,” Dresser said.

In late August, Dresser was sent
to a prisoner-of-war camp near
Darmstadt, where he helped coor-
dinate Red Cross activities until
the armistice.

Photos of the time show a POW
camp complete with tea service
and paintings on the walls, a far
cry from the stalags of World War
11 and the tiger cages of Vietnam.

The Germans were gentlemanly
“if you did what you were told,”
Dresser said. But the Americans
did not always play by the rules.

“Someone would escape and
some of the fellows would run
around behind ranks during roll
call, answering for them so the
Germans wouldn't know how many

were missing,” Dresser said.

Ie-whll the armistice came,
mmmmww.m
_ on trains and sent back to France.
Dresser smiles when he remem-

me,"” Dresser said.

Cecil Kepler, now 91, joined up
with the Indiana National Guard in
Gary on March 29, 1917. When the
war broke out, his unit was as-
signed to training recruits in Mis-
sissippi before being shipped over
to France in September.

“We were some of the first
Americans overseas in France, so
we created quite an audience
among the younger generation,”
Kepler said.

Though kept in reserve during
most of the war, Kepler's unit was
assigned to the front in the fall of
1918 and told to prepare for a battle
— a battle that never came.

“We saw military cars on the
roadway that had a small Ameri-
can flag displayed on their front
fenders. ... That was against all the
rules,” Kepler said. ‘“‘Later that
day, we found out there was an
armistice. That was November 11,
1918."

Tl}e war was a very different ex-
perience for George Reed, now 87.

Like Kepler, Reed was a native
of Indiana. He was working in New
York City when the war broke out.

““Idecided to joinup,” Reed said.
1 wanted to be a soldier, see the
\ly;)rld. even if it meant risking my
ife."”

But Reed is black and in the ear-
ly 1900s, blacks found that the most
the Army would let them do was
peel potatoes and stockpile food.

Though Reed never saw the bul-
lets: while a quartermaster with the
Rainbow Division in France, he
shared the cold, the hunger and the
homesickness of other soldiers.

““The food was pretty bad — corn
Willy, pork and beans, hardtack,”

during the war, toured with a band
after the war and in 1930 formed a
state-champion drum and bugle
corps in Santa Ana.

1 did a little of everything after
that,”” Couron said.

Couron was the first of the group
to move to Orange County, settling
in Santa Ana in 1930 and building
his own home in Garden Grove in
1948. Dresser, though a Southern
Californian since 1920, did not
move to Anaheim until 1982. Kep-
ler came to Anaheim in 1970 and
moved to Orange in 1977.

Despite vivid memories of
France, none of the former dough-
boys ever has returned to Europe.

I always wanted to, but I never
thought I could afford it. I always
wanted to go back to France and
see the old battlefields,” Couron
said.

The Veterans Administration re-
ported in March that 13,000 World
War I-era veterans were living in
California, 950 in Orange County. |

But Couron and the other veter-
ans say that number seems high
and that Orange County veterans
groups popular even a few years
ago are now dormant.

“The West Orange County bar-
racks of World War I veterans —
one of four in the county — had 168
members in 1972, Couron said.
“We disbanded a few years back.
There were only four of us left, and
the other three weren't combat |
veterans. It's a shame." '
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