
MtUTARV 

The 56th Analwnary of Sea 
Service Womaa will.be celebrat· 
eel at• birthday hmdleoa oa Aue. 
1 at the MCAS El Toro Officers' 
Cub, Marint Cor,,s Air Station, 
El Toro 

MtUTARV SERVICE 

IIATUUCH 

Mr I, 1lll Brea PrOQfell A1t 

Special ceremonies will begin 
11 11 a.m. The price is S20 per 
person, and reserv1tioas are due 
by July 17. Call IN Hurley at 991-
4185. GI"..,.. Sall! 11 (714) 5{9-
3609 for information. 

Air'Force Airmail..,. 8. ... 
IUlich bu graduated from buic 
military training at Lackland Air 
Force Base at San Antonio, Tex­
as. 

Matulicb ii die daa,llter oC 
Mike E. and Ollila L Matulich or 
Brea, and is a 1996 graduate or 
Brea Olinda High School. 

M1LrrARv 

Air Force Airman llll'lon J. 
~ has graduated from 
blsic military 
traiDlng at 
Llc:klaiid Air 
Force Base in 
Tuu. Cutan­
ecta ii the soo or 
JCIII! and stepson 
ol Terry er- of _ 
Bl"el, and is a .__ ____ _. 
19'7 araduate of CASTANEDA 
Btea Olinda High School. 

• 111111 A. Gorden has joined the 
U.S. Army Reserve under the 
l}ejayed Training Program at 
tile U.S. Army Recruiting Sta- • 
tion in Fullerton. Gorden is the 

son of Cheryl A. and Dlvld H. Gor· 
don of Brea, and is a student at 
Brea Olinda High School. 

• 
Air Force Cadet BNnt E. 

RellMr assisted in the 1998 Boy 
Scout Freezoree at the U.S. Air 
Force Academy in Colorado 
Springs. Reimer is the son of 
G,eg S. and Cllriltlne A. Rtlmer or 
Brea, and is a 1997 graduate or 
Brea Olinda High School. 

• Tony J. Malcarolf has joined 
the U.S. Army under the De­
layed Entry Program at the 
U.S. Army Recruiting Station in 
Fullerton. Matcaroff is the son 

or Dianne L llalcanlff of Brea. 

• Air Force Cadet Brandon J. 
Tellez assisted in the 1998 Boy 
Scout Freezoree at the U.S. Air 
Force Academy in Colorado 
Springs. Tellez is the son or 
Kathi and stepson or Raymund E. 
Rube of Brea, and is a 1997 1 

graduate of Brea Olinda High 
School. . 

• 
Btnjlmln S. Ku bas joined the 

U.S. Army Reserve under the 
Delayed Training Program at 
the U.S. Army Recruiting Sta­
tion m Fullerton. He is the son 
of Anita and Stanley Ku or Brea. J 
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I ry 
• service 

Ail Fwce. ........ . ....... .... .,..... 
ed fna IJmic. 
ailirarytraiit-­
... Lad-

l lad Air Farce 
Bae.Saa~ f toaio._ Taas.. 

ltidlael is 
'the-ola.. aotAEI. 
nor L --.. ol Brea. 

• ..... e. .-. usjaiaed me 
United SWes Army aa1cr die. 
Delayed Eatry l'rlJlram It die 
U.S. Army .Recnmiac 5mm ia 
Oran&e- SIie is die daaclmr ol 
DIINnll an o1 Brea. 

• Navy Scaman Apprentice Half 
IL llllggllri. daaclmr ol CIDdW P. 
,..._ ol Brea, receudy a,m-
pleted U.S. Navy basic traiaac 
at Reau Tniaiag Comm•• 
Greatl.ues,lll. ' 



MILITARY 

Air Force Auman Marton J. 

C.C:1 FINI has graduated from 
ba~i<: military 
trammg at 
Lackland Air 
Force Base m 

Texas. Castan- •••'-.I 
eda is the son of 
Join and stepson 
of Terry er- of 
Brea, and is a .___.-_ _, 

1997 graduate of CASTANEDA 
Brea Olinda High School. 

■ 

Mart A. Gotden has joined the 
U.S. Army Reserve under the 
Delayed Training Program at 
the U.S. Army Recruiting Sta­
tion in Fullerton. Gorden is the 

son of Cl-,! A. and De¥ld H. Gor­
don of Brea, and is a student at 
Brea Olinda High School. 

■ 

Air Force Cadet er.nt E. 
Reimer assisted in the 1998 Boy 
Scout Freezoree at the U.S. Air 
Force Academy in Colorado 
Springs. Reimer is the son of 
Grlg S. and Chrlstinl A. Reimer of 
Brea, and is a 1997 graduate of 
Brea Olinda High School. 

■ 

Tony J. llllcaroff has joined 
the U.S. Army under the De­
layed Entry Program at the 
U.S. Army Recruiting Station in 
Fullerton. Matcaroff is the son • 

We need you. 

of Dianne L lllattll'ofl of Brea. 
■ 

Air Force Cadet Brandon J. 
Tellez assisted in the 1998 Boy 
Scout Freezoree at the U.S. Air 
Force Academy In Colorado 
Springs. Tellez is the son of 
Kllhl and stepson of Raymund E. 

lluht of Brea, and is a 1997 
graduate of Brea Olinda High 
School. 

■ 

Benjamin S. Ku has joined the 
U.S. Army Reserve under the 
Delayed Training Program at 
~e 1:1.s. Army Recruiting Sta­
llon 10 Fullerton. He is the son 
of Anita and Stanley Ku of Brea. 

American Heart 
Association 



Memories of WWI vivid 70 years later 
Br Qwy A. Warner 
The Register 

Nearly 70 years later, Ervin& 
Dresser still vividly recalls lookin& 
out the winter--fogged window of 
the German Priaoner-of-war camp 
and wondering why his guards 
were behavina so foolishly. 

"They were dancing and shout• 
ing and throwing their guns in the 
air," Dresser said. "Nobody knew 
what was going on." 

Within minutes Dresser was 
dancing too: World War l - The 
Great War, the War to End All 
Wars - was over. 

For most people, the bloody con-

flict that lurched to an end seven 
decades aao Friday is a distant 
event confined to scratchy record­
ings of "Over There" and figures 
marchlna bcrky-jerky in ancient 
newsreels. 

But for Dresser and a dwindling 
number of Orange County resi­
dents in their late ll'Js and 90s, 
World War l was a time to kill or be 
killed on the faraway fields of 
France. 

"Sometimes it seems like people 
have forgotten what it was like," 
said World War I veteran Cecil 
Kepler of Orange. 

With their comrades dying at a 

rate of 250 per day, the fonner 
doughboys worry that what they 
did when the century was young 
will become as remote to Ameri­
cans as the Civil War or the Revo­
lution. 

"Out of about 4.7 million who 
served, there arc about 100,000 left, 
according to the Pentagon," said 
veteran Ed Couron of Garden 
Grove. 

America was a late arrival to 
World War I, which began June 28, 
1914, when a Bosnian nationalist 
assassinated Archduke Francis 
Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary. 
The murder set in motion several 

treaties, and by August, England 
and France were at war with Ger­
many, Austria-Hungary and the 
Ottoman Empire. 

Millions had died in the trench 
warfare by the time the United 
States entered the struggle in April 
1917. Promises by President Wil­
son to "keep America neutral" 
melted away as Gennany threat· 
ened to torpedo US ships brin8inll 
supplies to England. 

By the time the armstice was 
sill!led in a stuffy railway car in the 
ComplellllC Forest on Nov. 11, 1918, 
2 million dou11hboys had joined up 

Please see VETERAHSl3 
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,, Photo courlffY of ENlng ~ 

Erving Oretur, far left, of Anaheim In a 1918 photo with other prisoners of war near Darmttedt, Germany. 
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1111-/TheRogistar 
Erving Dresser was a veteran of the 1916 campaign In Mexico against 
Pancho Villa when his National Guard unit went to France during WWI. 



------~----------------~-~------------==-----""'\ 
Reed ,aid, ......... ,.. 8R 
111msr7, 11 ..- \ilia Ice cram 
and caM to yoa." ...._. 

, 'VE I EAANS: Their numbers are dwind\ing 
FROM1 
or been dratled to aerw; 116.5lf> 
diedb-dlecaue. 

Ill all, lbe U-olU million IOI· 
dien ad s milboa ciYilianl were 
loll In ccmbel and from u innueo­
za epidemic that swept throush the 
~countrieS late tn the 
war. Some biaorians put civilian 
c:asualtiel much hi&her-

'lbe stniale m Europe seemed 
Yffl' far away to Iowa-born 
Couron, now 89, when he answered 
the call to arms. By July 1918, Pvt. 
Couron was at the Olampagne­
Marne front as part of the famed 
Rainbow Division. 

''We were to bold our ground and 
kill and kill as many as we could 
until they'd bad their fill," Couron 
said. 

A massive Gennan barrage 
rained shell.a oo Cooron's unit, 
which was packed into dugouts so 
tightly that men fainted for lack of 
oxyaen. 

When the barrage ended, Cour-
00'1 urut wu ordered to take up 
positions oo a rock quarry. 

"You could look across the field, 
down a loog slope and see the Ger· 
mam coming over at daybreak," 
<:ouron said. "The French bad 
lined up their 75mm's for over a 
mile rf&ht close together. When the 
Germans came over, they just 
fired ri&ht into the Germans point· 
blank. There were dead bodies as 
far as you cowd see." 

<:ouron, who was wounded in an 
artillery barrafe July 28, 1918, that 
killed 17 men in hlJ platoon, said 
the wat wae a waste, with farmers 
and factory workers dying to save 
teetenng European empires. 

"I feel it'• stupidity to beJ!n 
with," <:ouron said. "It'• unjusti· 
fled that any government can sit 
down and work a deal out where 
they kill off all the poor people, all 
the working class people, just to 
satisfy themselves." 

Dresser wu already a veteran of 
the 1916 campaign in Mexico 

aaalnst Pancho Villa when bis Con· 
necticut National Guard unit was 
sent to France. 

Dresser thought the war would 
be a good chance to see the world, 
but he ended up seeing more of 
Germany tban he cared to. 

Dresser's misfortune began in 
France, where he was inJured m a 
German mustard-gas attack and 
sent to a hospital. 

"I was taken care of by a very 
nice French countess," Dresser 
said. 

Dresser was on the way back to 
join bis unit when, on the night of 
April 20, 1918, he rested for the 
night in a camp that was the target 
of a small German raiding party, 

Wounded by a grenade, Dresser 
was captured by Wehrmacht sol­
diers who patched him up. After a 
short hospital stay, Dresser was 
forced to join a group of French, 
British and US prisoners of war 
who toured Germany as part of a 
propaganda campaign to show 
German citizens the face of the en­
emy. 

"I think I saw every major city 
in Germany," Dresser said. 

In late August, Dresser was sent 
to a prisoner-of-war camp near 
Darmstadt, where he helped coor· 
dinate Red Cross activities until 
the armistice. 

Photos of the time show a POW 
camp complete with tea service 
and paintings on the walls, a far 
cry from the stalags of World War 
11 and the tiger cages of Vietnam. 

The Germans were gentlemanly 
"if you did what you were told," 
Dresser said. But the Americans 
did not always play by the rules. 

"Someone would escape and 
some of the fellows would run 
around behind ranks during roll 
call, answering for them so the 
Germans wouldn't know how many 

were millllll," Dreuer uid 
Whm the armistice came. 

Dreuer and the other P<YN• were 
marched Into Darmacadt, loaded 
on tratn1 and ICllt beck to France. 
Dreuer smiles when be remem­
bet't his return to Bnstol, Conn., u 
a U.ycar-o\d veteran of two mili­
tary campailns. 

''I can still remembcT wa1kin& 
up my street and here's my mother 
running down the road to meet 
me,'' Dresser said. 

Cecil Kepler, now 91, )OiDed up 
with the lnd181la National Guard in 
Gary on March 29, 1917. When the 
war broke out, his unit was as­
signed to training recruits in Ma­
sisslppi before being shipped over 
to France in September. 

Reed 11:1,d tbat wtlile-" -
moatoltbeday,t!ia9-timel0 
bafffan. 

--We bad IIXIIIC 11171 Ill oar amt 
from New Orleam - Cno1es -
wbo ke9( trymg to talk FreDCb to 
tbe French. espcaaBy the Sirls," 
Reed su:l. '"But Lt - ~ 
'Ibey really didn'\ audetaud." 

Mt.CT the war, Reed stayed in tbe 
army, miring as a master ser­
geant at the end at Won! War ll. 

"We were some of the first 
Americans overseas m France, so 
we created quite an audience 
among the younger generation," 
Kepler said. 

But Kepler, Draacr and c.oanm 
were back in civilian life by the fall 
of 1919. Kepler and t>n:s,erwoned 
in coosnuction- Couron, a bugler 
during the war. toured with a band 
after the war and in 1900 formed a 
state-champion drum and bugle 
corps in Santa Ana. 

"I did a little of everytbmg after 
that," Couron said. 

Couron was the first of the group 
to move to Orange County, settliDg 
in Santa Ana in 193) and building 
his own home in Garden Grove in 
1948. Dresser, though a Southern 

Though kept in reserve during 
most of the war, Kepler's unit was 
assigned to the front in the fall of 
1918 and told to prepare for a battle 
- a battle that never came. 

"We saw military cars on the 
roadway that had a small Ameri­
can flag displayed on their front 
fenders .... That was against all the 
rules," Kepler said. "Later that 
day, we found out there was an 
armistice. That was November 11, 
1918." 

Cahfomian since 1920, did not 
move to Anaheim until 1982. ~ 
\er came to Anaheim in 1970 and 
moved to Orange in WT7. 

Despite vivid memories of 
France, none of the former dough­
boys ever bas returned to Euro9e. \ 

"l always wanted to, but I never 
thought I could afford it. I always 
wanted to go back to France and 
see the old battlefields," Couron 
said. 

The war was a very different ex­
perience for George Reed, now 87. 

Like Kepler, Reed was a native 
of Indiana. He was working in New 
York City when the war broke out. 

"I decided to join up," Reed said. 
"I wanted to be a soldier, see the 
world, even if it meant risking my 
life." 

But Reed is black and in the ear­
ly 1900s, blacks found that the most 
the Army would let them do was 
peel potatoes and stockpile food. 

Though Reed never saw the bul­
lets while a quartermaster with the 
Rainbow Division in France, he 
shared the cold, the hunger and the 
homesickness of other soldiers. 

"The food was pretty bad-corn 
Willy, pork and beans, hardtack," 

The Veterans Administration re­
ported in March that 13,000 World 
War I-era veterans were living in 
California, 950 in Orange County. 

But Couron and the other veter• \ 
ans say that number seems high 
and that Orange County veterans 
groups popular even a few years 
ago are now dormant. 

"The West Orange County bar· 
racks of World War I veterans -
one of four in the county - had 168 
members in 1972," Couron said. 
"We disbanded a few years back. 
There were only four of us left, and 
the other three weren't combat 
veterans. It's a shame." 
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