


Di You Rwvoes?

The Brea Civic Center

Brian Saul

Okay, we’re going to play a guessing game today.
I’m thinking of something that’s five levels high, is gray
and has a terrific view of the Brea Hills. Giveup? Well,
one more clue. It’s right next to the Brea Mall.

You're right, it’s the new Civic Center. Well, it’s
not really new, but we DID have an earlier one, and it
was that little building on the corner of Brea Blvd. and
Date, now known as old City Hall.

By the way, did you know that at one time that
small building housed all the city offices and staff; a city
council chamber, the fire department and its truck out in
the back and the entire police department with a jail down-
stairs.. All in that one tiny building!

Well, in the 60’s and 70’s our population was re-
ally growing and something had to be done.

Then, after the Mall was built and opened in the
mid-70’s, our population really took off, and plans were
announced by then City Manager Wayne Wedin for a new
ultra-modern 14-million dollar Civic and Cultural Cen-
ter.

This facility would be a lot different from those of
other cities, because not only would we have all city of-
fices, police and fire departments under one roof, but
we’d also have a 199-seat performing arts theater, an art
and exhibition gallery next to the police dept. for secu-
rity, a TV studio and a branch of the Orange County
Public Library.

Grading of the property and actual construction
finally began in May 1978, and Breans watched as those
huge gray cement walls slowly rose on Birch St. across
from the old Brea Olinda High School. It was a long,
complicated and sometimes frustrating process to get the
building completed on schedule, but finally on March 1,

1980 the official Comnerstone laying ceremony was held. .
Then, two weeks later, the formal dedication of the build- -

ing took place attended by a large crowd.

Alright, now you know something about the his-
tory of the place, but I bet you didn’t know that there
were two other parts of this building that were planned
but never materialized.

First of all, if you’ve been to the Civic Center and
looked up you’ve seen those big criss-crossed metal
beams up over the Plaza level. I know they look like
they were designed and installed by workers as a fin-
ished product, right? But, in the original drawings for
the building they were shown supporting a glass-paneled
roof that was.... just never built. If it had been, the place
would have looked a lot different than it does today.

Also, there was supposed to have been an enclosed
bridge linking the building with the Mall so that shop-
pers could come over and enjoy the gallery and Curtis
Theater. Whether they would have done that, I guess
we’ll never know.

I do have the feeling though that even though the
glass roof would have looked great, it probably wouldn’t
have been all that practical due to over-flying birds “do-
ing their thing” and just the accumulation of dust and
but once again though we’ll never know what might have
been.

It is though a unique structure just the way it is,
containing so many different features all under one (flat)
roof.

Recently I took a tour of the building, visiting
places I'd never seen before, such as the jail with its simple
cells, including a padded one for violent prisoners, the
EOC (Emergency Operations Center) room where de-
partment heads all gather in time of a city disaster, the
catwalk above the stage and the*‘green room” in the Curtis
Theater, and, of course, that flat roof. What a view!

Few cities have what we have, a civic building both
ahead of its time architecturally and one that serves so
many functions.

* | think it’s terrific, and thank you Wayne Wedin
and council members in the 70’s for thinking ahead and
planning a center for the future. 6

- Wait, I do have one complaint about the place. I
don’t know about you, but it’s a little tough to find a
parking space sometimes (no, often). About 50 more
spaces would have been really nice. I guess though you

can’t have everything.
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From Citrus Grove to Civic Center

The landscape of Brea's Laurel Helghts nelghborhood was
once dominated by lemon and orange groves, graln fields

“and a few oil rigs. Today it is sporting a new image. Laurel

Heights is no longer citrus rich. Rather, the landscape Is now
dominated by buildings and people wearing business suits,
State College Boulevard and Birch Street are the heart of
Brea's commercial and civic enterprises. The neighborhood's
most conspicuous emblem of change Is the Brea Civic &
Cultural Center—Dbuilt 10 years ago on four acres of land
donated by the Homart Development Co. The center, with Its

airy design, was built as a focal point where the community

and its businesses would share facllities. It was hoped that
the city would prosper from this joint venture. i

Some of the facllities that have been designed for the city
of Brea's use and for rental purposes:

u Media Center: a 4,000-square-foot area with
audio-visual equipment, a fully equipped color television
studio, audio rooms, editing systems, photographic
darkrooms and a professional staff available to assist users.
The *Video Brea Line," in production since 1986, is taped at
this center. The television show has a news magazine and is
produced by the city for broadcast over the local
govemnment-access cable channel.

® Curtis Theatre: capable of seating 199 and hosting full
stage productions and concerts; also equipped to handle
television tapings, lectures, seminars and meetings.

® Training Center: used mostly by schools and the city for
teaching purposes, it has a private setting with advanced
audio-visual training aids.

® Community Room: a versatile, 3,200-square-foot room
used for wedding receptions, luncheons, fashion shows, art
auctions, fund-raisers and parties.

& Council Chambers: a room with stepped semi-circular
seating for 105. Equipped with rear projection screen, 7-foot
videotape projection, video lighting, sound system and
remote-controlled lectems.

An underground parking area has been built to
accommodate the Brea center's users, as well as people
£oing to the county library and the Police Department
administration building.

Scattered throughout the commerclal streets are pink,
purple and green signs in front of rental bulldings. The signs,
from Lowe Development, read: **16,000 Square Feet—You
Can Have It,” *‘Top Floor Offices—Room at the Top” and

“IWELL FLOOR YOU

Y, i Dkl

umnnmcmnno/mmdam
Humor Is used to attract prospective renters.

“‘Small or Large Offices, We'll Floor You.” The signs bear the
name and phone number of Lowe Development, which, even
if it can’t prevent miscreants from scribbling on its signs,
shows unusual creativity.

According to Susan Georgino, director of redevelopment
services for the city of Brea, Laurel Heights and its environs
will continue to undergo major changes. Most of the
renovation and new construction is by the Lowe
Development Co. and by C.P.I. Developers.

In the works is the Embassy Retail Court and Hotel, to be
located next door to the Civic & Cultural Center. This will
include a 38,000-square-foot retail courtyard, a Robinson’s
department store and shops added to the Brea
Mall—located directly to the south. Expect to be able to
shop there next Christmas.

The Brea Mall itself underwent an $80-million renovation in
1987 and last year rang up gross taxable sales to $ 188
million—second in Orange County only to South Coast Plaza.

Presently, the out-with-the-old-and-in-with-the-new Sspirit
is claiming the old Brea-Olinda Union High School. Directly in
front of the Civic Center, the school was built in 1927. Now,
though, it Is being demolished to make room for 165,000
square feet of retail shops, a day-care center and more than
40,000 square feet of office space.

In order to broaden cultural awareness in Brea, the *‘Arts in
Public Places" program was formed in 1975. Developers of
commercial projects valued at $500,000 or more are obliged
to Include'a sculpture in their designs. So Laurel Heights,
with its growth and change, stands an outside chance of also,
becoming Brea's own sculpture garden, - S ¢
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'NEIGHBORHOOD PROFILE:

LAUREL HEIGHTS

Population

Total: (1989 est.) 3,508
1980-89 change: +3.1%
Medlan Age: 29.6
Raclal/ethnic mix:

White Snon-Latlno) 57%; Latino, 39%;
Black, less than 1%; Other, 4%

| By sex and age:

- In hundreds

' MALES FEMALES
Medlan age:

. 28.8years 30.7 years

- 65+
5564
45-54

T

3544
1624
1014

| Per caplita: A $14,034
 Median household: $27,955
“ Average household: $30,685
__Income Distribution:

 Leas than $25,000, 45%; $28,000-49,999;
- 40%; $50,000-74,999, 12%; $75,000-
$99,999, 2%: $100,000 and move, 1%
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built 10 years ago, serves as a focal point for the
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IMPOSING — A wide angle lens emphasizes “the point” on the north o.& of Brea's
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O -

Givic Cultural Center. Its architecture is not the only modern thing about the structure,
which contains some of the most advanced communications technology in the country.

(Photo by Jan Greene)

The house that
Wayne built

CC Center four years later

Part 10of 2 :

In 1980 the city of Brea made history when it
unveiled a $15 million concrete and glass structure, a
modern, angular thing four stories high with stark
white points reaching to the sky. Its architecture
represented what was inside—ambitious new state
of the art technology reaching above anything built
before by a government agency—locally or
nationally. S

It was a collective dream come true, but Boﬂom all ‘, .
| for one person—Wayne Wedin, city manager of

Brea for 12 years and a man fascinated by the power
of the visual media. And the ‘thing ‘he was most
proud of was that the small town’s new Civic
Cultural Center was erected without spending a
penny of public tax rhoney. :

The center is reaching its fourth birthday, and
Wedin is long gone from city politics. A more
austere, practical and organization-minded ad-
ministration has moved into the house that Wayne
built and many of his and others’ dreams have not
yet beenreatized. s :

But that doesn’t mean they won't be; the new
landlords say.

"We have vet to determine what is the best and

please tum to page 3
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The house that
Wayne built

from page 1

proper use of it right now,” says City Manager Ed
Wohlenberg of the building and its futuristic con-
tents.

Some of the questions that face Wohlenberg
include fully leasing out office space in the building,
which has several empty spaces, and renting out
some of the facilities more often to generate money
for the city.

But first, a look at some of the unique technology
the center offers:

—City Council Chambers: this room is mainly
used by city groups like the City Council or Planning
Commission, but is available to be rented out. A
complex control board with a myriad of buttons
controls the audio-visual set-up. For instance, a
computer controls a group of 12 slide projectors
behind the huge video screen behind a curtain that
slides back. Also, a voting system unlike any other in
the county records votes above the council as well as
in front of each member seated. It is equipped with
built-in microphones and clip-on microphones; a
television screen facing the council for video
presentations; lights that dim and several bright
television lamps for televising meetings; and a high-
tech recording system behind the scenes.

—Training Room: there is one corporation in
Orange County that has a facility like this, and no
other city. Its claim to fame is its student response
system—a computer- controlled system in which a
television screen facing the lectern allows the in-
structor or speaker to monitor answers from each of
the 57 seats. Each person is given a magnetic card,
like a credit card, that records in the computer his

...the training room has never been used for
its intended purpose in more than three
years.

identity and seat number. All that information
flashes on the screen when a student pushes a
button in front of him to ask a question or to answer
either A, B, C or D. Wedin also foresaw this facility
to be used by television producers wanting
responses to new shows, since it is equipped also
with a large screen.

—Television studio: this is a fully-equipped,
professional type studio with two cameras and lots of
lights. It is the only one of its kind that can be rented
out in Orange County.

—FExecutive Conference Room: is similar to
council chambers on a smaller scale; has video
screen and slide projectors behind.

Now, being the only building of its kind with these
types of facilities, it was hoped that community
groups, corporations and even the city government
itself with be using them constantly. That is ap-
parently not the case.

For instance, audio-visual employee Mike
Maxfield says the training room has never been used
for its intended purpose in more than three years. It
is sometimes useg) as a meeting room, but the
sophisiticated student response system has not been

used.
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Also, the television studio that once was used for a

regular weekly show on cable television sta

ayne Wedin as host is now used about once a

‘week, Maxfield said, for occasional traini
city employees. Because original plansﬂ?ﬂ (ﬁ'_"m

Cable for public access to channel 3 have not come

to fruition, Maxfield said very little is done in the way

of shows by community groups as is done in cities

like }fullenon.
e city council chambers are used f
mont}_\ for regular meetings, and are c;::“teigne:i;
g;c:eslllona#y _beyogd that, according to Susan
» Who is in ¢ i ’
ey arge of renting out the celjtters

Farrell said the most used room in the center is the
community room, which has virtually no
technplogical innovations and is basically the rargest
meeting room in a city with no major ho-els or
restaurants with banquet facilities.

So why haven't original goals for the center been
reallged yet? One answer could be a change of city
administration in midstream; Wedin ard his
vigorous marketing plan for the center were gone
;ﬂithin a couple of years after the center was moved
nto.

Since then, no one person in the city government
has been assigned to marketing the buildings many
uses. Farrell is kept busy just filling in the spaces on
her calendar for groups that contact her for space; in
fact, she says, much of the reason the center has
been used at all is because of word-of-mouth as

opposed to any concerted effort to have it used.

The audio-visual department plans to actively
market the television studio in the near future,

" Maxfield says.

But the question remains: how do the original
plans for this $15 million structure compare to its
present status? Next week we’ll look at some present
and former city officials’ views on that question.
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Brea Civic Center Survives Financial Snags

By Tony Saavedra
DSP Staff Writer

BREA — Officially, it’s called
the Brea Civic - Cultural Center.

Yet some have their own
monikers for the five - level facil-
ity, such as the “Taj Mahal” or
the “Wayne Wedin Monument,”’
the latter in honor of the city
manager who masterminded its
development.

By any name, the civic - cul-
tural center has brought prestige
to the small city of 30,000 people,
earning the applause of county
politicians and businessmen
from throughout the country.

Those ovations have some-
times become more than just
praise or pomp.

Officials from the Amateur
Athletic Union were courted re-
cently in the stylish City Council
chambers, where a $1 million
audio - visual system played film
clips depicting Brea’s assets.

The AAU is now considering |

moving its 1984 Junior Olympics
to Brea, bringing bundles of tax-
able business to North Orange
County.

Hotel developers alsodueled in
the same council chambers for
the opportunity to build a multi -
story, multi - faceted, multi -
million dollar hotel near the
center.

Using the civic center as a
showpiece, the city has enticed
quality developers to Brea, said
City Manager Wayne Wedin.

Four elevators take employees
and visitors from the two under-
ground parking lots to the new
$316,000 - library, a full - color
television studio and a 199 - seat
theater.

While waiting for the curtain to
go up, theater - lovers can dally
in the courtyard or peruse
through the city art gallery.

Originally projected at
$17,245,000, the cost for con-
structing, furnishing and funding
the 2 - year - old facility is ex-
pected to hit $18.8 million.

City officials are putting the
last touches on the center and
expect to close the books some-
time next year.

Aside from a $950,838 cost
overrun in construction, the fi-
gures indicate the city has stayed
somewhat near its original esti-
mates.

But it had to scramble a few
finances to do it.

‘““‘Scrambling is an under-
statement,” remembers former
Brea Chief Administrative Of-
ficer Terry Belanger, who
supervised the construction.

Now head administrator for
the Rose Bowl in Pasadena, Be-
langer says city budget planners
knew they had the money —
somewhere.

He likened the situation to a
jigsaw puzzle, where pieces were~

"However, the 250,000 square -
foot building has also raised the
ire of some residents whosay itis
too luxurious, too big and too ex-

pensive.

Perched atop a slope on the
northwest side of the Brea Mall,
the civic - cultural facility houses
city and school district offices as

well as the police station.

hidden within the city ledgers.

Such was the way of life during
the development and construc-
tion of the Brea Civic - Cultural
Center, a period in which:

— Proposition 13, the property
tax initiative, forced city plan-
ners to rush construction so the
project would be underway when
voters went to the polls. This plan
made the civic center eligible for
the tax dollars that Proposition
13 whisked away.

— Work stopped for roughly a
year after a squabble between
the city and architects
Warnecke/Dworsky, leading to
mutual lawsuits and an out - of -
court settlement.

— Expected property taxes
disappeared as accountants
scoured through the city coffers
for the money to finish the build-
ing.

— Brea Mall owners sued the
city’s Redevelopment Agency
after being assessed $17.8 million
over a 20 - year period to help pay
for the civic-cultural center. The
assessment was levied under a
state mandate to offset the loss of
local funds from Proposition 13.
An out - of - court settlement is
pending.

As an added little frustration,
the theater roof leaks and the air
conditioning doesn’t work.

But while officials admit it
wasn’t the smoothest project,
they proclaim satisfaction with
the overall building.

“This was an ambitious pro-
ject for a staff our size,” says
City Treasurer John Stark.

Indeed, the former oiltown had
never embarked on a construc-
tion of such magnitude — many
small cities don’t.

The first indication of times to
come arrived in 1978 via the ser-
mons of tax - reform messiah
Howard Jarvis, who said, ‘“Thou
shalt not take more than 25 per-
cent of what the property was

(Continued on A-2)



(Star-Progress Photo by Tricia Glesson)

Brea's $18 million Civic-Cultural Center

" Brea Civic...

(Continued-from A-1)
sold for.”
To fund the civic center, the
city sold $14,275,000 in tax -

exempt bonds and expected to .

‘pick up an additional $2.9 million
from other sources, including
excess property taxes.

A complicated funding scheme
wasdevelopedtorepay the o
without reaching into the resi-
dents pockets.

* Since the Brea Mall was built

on redevelopment land, the city .

could collect the extra property
taxes generated by the new
shopping center and pay off the
debt. The state and county share
of the tax pie remained as if the
land was still vacant.

However, officials were wor-
ried that Proposition 13 would
bring the city’s financing vehicle
to a grinding halt.

The only way to guard those
dollars was through a Senate bill
which would let Brea assess the
mall for the money protected by
the new tax law.

To be eligible for the plan, the
city had to rush the project via a
process called “‘fast - tracking,”
meaning to construct the bottom
levels while the upper floors
were still being designed.

“We had to ‘grandfather’ the
thing in time to beat Proposition
13,” says Mert Cameron, assis-
tant to the city manager.

After the 1978 election, the
gears of fate grinded into place:
the tax initiative became a law

.

and the city lost the money to
cover the bonds as well as an
extra $1 million for the civic
center. '

The script continues: city as-
sesses mall, mall sues city, ar-
chitect sues city, city sues ar-
chitect and suddenly there’s not
enough bucks to finish the build-

“They kept going along and
thensaid, ‘We'reout of money;’ "
remembers Cameron, who was
called in as a financial trouble -
shooter or — more accurately —
a Sherlock Holmes.

Cameron discovered that the
theater, gallery and landscaping |
qualified for $348,570 from the ci-
ty's special park fund.

Throw in an $828,000 loan from
Brea’s general fund, and the
civic center was back in busi-
ness.

A plan was also devised to
repay the bonds without tapping
the Brea Mall.

Since there weren't enough
property taxes in one rede-
velopment area to pay for the
center, the city merged two
areas. ‘

This meant tax money from
“Area A” — which encompasses
the city’s western industrial sites
— could be channeled to ‘‘Area
B,” which holds the mall and
civic center.

While the mall is not beln_g
taxed for the center, a lawsuit
settlement has not been an- _
nounced.

i
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Brea’s city hall:|
four years later

Part two of two

e -
m_\c.c_wﬂzmuwwﬂ.mw modern Civic Cultural Center was
dedicated in 1980, it was billed as a $15 million

structure.
Today, however, the total amount expected to

the building is $20 million. .
mv%ﬂwwﬁm&mnos _m a matter of concern:to some,
Councilman Sam Cooper for one. He was on the
council during the planning stages of thecenter.

“If I had to do it again | would have voted no,”
Cooper said of his previous approval of the center:
“I'm not too happy with the building. [ :.Ec.._..nsw a
nice office but that's not my main thing in life. :

However, defending the cost overruns was mo!.ﬂ
councilman Don Fox, who was on the council from
1970 to 1982 and served as mayor twice.

“We cut about one and a half years o,ﬁ the con-
struction time by fast-tracking the project,” Fox said.
“Any cost overruns were made up for by fast

tracking.” i
Fast tracking is a term used for the planning
process in which a project is speeded up by doing a
number of things at once. Fox said the process saved
at least 10 percent per year. Al :
R Ioiacn_w.nwox was not totally happy with the way
the project tuned out himself.
. “There are two things that disappoint -the

counciimen who were involved. One of those is that
there has not been an aggressive rental program,
Fox said.

The second, he said, is lack of use of the com-
plicated’communication systems of the center.

The Civic Cultural Center contains all of the city
offices, city council chambers, art gallery, theater,
branch of the county library, Brea-Olinda Unified
School District ‘offices; a training: center, - executive
conference room, police headquarters, television
studio, a large community room and several offices
for lease.

Much emphasis ‘was placed on sophisticated
communications systems that are unequaled in the
country for a government building, according to

former City Manager Wayne Wedin and others.

In all, the city paid about $725,000 to Cibola
Systems of Orange for consulting work, equipment

- and installation of video and sound systems. These

m:o_...n_@umnoa.vﬁmu mwmﬂm.: pru»,:_:wwmm:n_a
projectors in the council chambers; a professional

television studio with two cameras; and -a training ['used for “its

center with an advanced student response system

nn-:ﬂa. t
outh center and a police substation,” C i
& s_\um Bn_..n_m w: EMBWM to the people.”’ ooumq, .
" Despite the few disappointments in th
state of the Civic Cultural Center, Fox wwmmnﬂwmﬁ_..m»
._u._whﬁw ,Rz..»:m_ nosa_ma»w input that-went into the
; . He is also proud of t “if i
vc_wcm.:_nmmam:._. p he fact that it was built
ox also defended the lack of use of SO ili
2 me f;
in the center, noting that it was built for mr@o wm"ﬁwwm
MWmc_.:_:m the city would grow to a population of
%oo. The population is now just.over 30,000 N
v s for that future, Fox had one piece of advice for
'8 Present.counterparts on the council: “You have’
to have vision. not tunnel vision.” iy "

%

run by computer, the likes ot which are not found
anywhere else in Orange County.

art of the reason for this technology was to

improve communication between city government
and citizens. :

Fox said, “The center was to have been the center

of happenings, the town hall. It's not being done
nearly as effectively as it could be now.”

Though Wedin would not use the word *disap-

pointed,” he did share Fox’s opinion of the original
goals of the center. ‘

“What you have is a building that includes a state

of the art statement on the use of communications
technology,” Wedin said. “It's equal to what is going
on in people’s everyday lives.

Another goal, Wedin said, was to rent and lease

out spaces in the building to help it pay for itself. This
would be done by building a strong relationship with
the business community. While it was: expected
business would be a heavy user of the training
center, the student response system has never been

intended purpose.
One thing Fox and Cooper did agree on, though,

was disappointment in the planned use for the old
city’ hall and -police station buildings on  Brea
Boulevard. : : et

In the course of more than 100 public meetings
and nearly a decade of planning, the city'council at .
.that time promised the people who lived in the
neighborhéod around the old city hall “that the city’s
:m.m._ would never drop from those buildings,” Fox
wsaid.. ;

However, the buildings have been vacant for four

cnm_mm. m:_n_ the m_:wm Foundation has been busy
making plans to lease out .th i ,
e P e two old historical

“l.was given assurances that if | su rted i
pported it (th
mm old police station would %m used ?Mn M



Entertainment, food, art exhibit
slated for Brea Fest celebration

“Brea Fest: A Toast to Our
Tenth” is scheduled from 6 to
10 p.m. Friday at the Brea Civic
& Cultural Center. Admission,
entertainment and Open House
activities are free. Coupon
books for food and beverage
tastes will be available at $5 for
six tastes.

Entertainers - include the
Brea Orchestra Brass Quartet,
clowns Donna Wood and Sheri
Sicard, dancers from the Dance
Spot and Brea Dance Center,
Kentucky Mountaineers Blue-
grass, pianist Mark Henson and
the Brea City Orchestra with
soloists Evelyn Sulley and
Sandy Behn.

Other entertainers are pup-
peteer Natalie Roach, Bucca-

neers Calypso Rhythms, the
Verdugo Swing Society, comic
juggler Chip Lowell, the West
Wind Tahitian Dancers and in-
terpretive singer Vanessa Vas-
quez.

The gallery exhibit, “Home-
town Perspective,” will be
open. The gallery will also host
a papermaking demonstration
by Desiree Engel and a floral

design demonstration by Yoke
Goldfisher.

In addition, city of Brea agen-
cies and civic center tenants
will participate in an Open

. House, with activities and gifts
offered throughout the Plaza,

Level 2 and Level 3 areas.
Restaurants and distributors

providing food and beverages
for Brea Fest include: Acapulco
Restaurants, Cafe Nordstrom,
California Cola, Coors, Croco-
dile Cafe, Edie’s Creative
Foods, El Torito, Felix Distri-
bution Co., Fiesta Pacific Prod-
ucts, Fullerton Hofbrau Restau-
rant & Brewery, Heidi’s Frogen
Yozurt, Hubba Hubba Catering
and La Vie en Rose.

Others are: Le Diplomate
Cafe, Magnolia’s Peach, Marie
Callendar’s, Millie’s, The Olive
Garden, Pepsi-Cola West, Red
Lobster, Red Robin Burger &
Spirits Emporium, Reubens,
Shakey’s Pizza, Souplantation
and Tut's Grill.

= Barbara A. Williams
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A DECADE OLD — More than 3,000 people turned out to celebrate the 10th opened to the public to tour the various departments. Brea Fest proceeds
anniversary of the Brea Civic & Cultural Center. All three floors of the center were  brought in more than $9,000 for the city’s cultural arts fund. Ko

Brea Fest 1990

A cultural arts and civic center celebration:




‘a New York photo
he remembered. “We
through the Labor Day
[ 1d in-an ambitious effort
 to finish the gallery in time.”
° Among the city employees
who moved into the civic center
in November 1980 was Evelyn
%nmw. a secretary who mans
" reception desk on Level 3.
‘Her former quarters in the
rowded basement of 0old City
,,.Mw: left her unprepared for
the spaciousness of the new
u.wh.cc?ma:m..m.mooa noEm_wx.
she said.

“] remember very well that
Saturday we moved in,” she
‘said. “I didn’t know where I
was at, so I took a tour, and I
still didn’t know where every-

thing was.”

WY

‘dround

working out its construction

ey, learned, hef
o “Hiile the building was -

bugs. Rain brought leaking
problems to the parking levels
and to the third floor, whose
carpeting would get wet in a
downpour, she said. Even <un-
shine posed problems. Sun-
screens were eventually added
to third-floor windows to help
keep employees cool.

Now Stacey is convinced her
desk is in a prime location.

“I like where I am. I can see
people come in, and I can see

out. I've got the best seat in

City Hall;> she said. +
Two men whose names can

|

ve

be found on the civic center
dedication plaque are still reg-
ulars in the Council Chambers.
Mayor Carrey Nelson was a city
councilman at the time of the
March 22 dedication, and
Mayor Pro Tem Wayne Wedin
was the city manager.

What Nelson remembers most

about 1980 — BESIDES being

defeated in the April election,
he noted — was being quizzed
on what the city would do with
" all its'new square footage. -

“#People called it a white ele-
. phant, a Taj Mahal,”” he re-
| called. “But now they say we
" need more room, more meeting

. rooms.”
n said the city started

F; EQM

‘talking in earnest about build-
ing a civic center in 1970. Resi-
dents were well aware of the
cramped quarters at Old City
Hall, he said, so the idea of
building was| “not hard to sell.”
But the site for the new facility
“caused a bit more stir.”

The city's first choice, a lot
containing a home just west of
the present civic center, was
defeated in a non-binding local
election, he said. And Brea
Mall developers, who deeded
acreage to the city in return for
providing certain public works
improvements, turned down a
location on the inside of its
ring road, Wedin said.

Financing for the civic center
was through lease revenue

_bonds secured by tax incre-

ment. The $23 million needed
to construct the civic center
was _paid for entirely through
the Brea Redevelopment
Agency, according to the city’s
Civic & Cultural Center guide.

“The civic center was then —
and still is — a very innovative
building,” said Wedin, citing
the housing of civic and cul-
tural facilities in one location
m:n. it's “strong” audiovisual
services.

But the civic center “isn’t fin-

ished yet,” Wedin added. The
center’s plaza was to have been
capped by a glass dome that
would be illuminated at night,
but ‘“we ran into problems with
the winds,” he noted. _w<ﬂ~
wind-tunnel tests couldn’t solve
the problem of how to keep the
dome from blowing away, he
said.

Original plans also called for

a Umamqmm.. bridge from the |

civic center to an anticipated
hotel, Wedin said. A bridge to
?o Embassy m.:nw ]

“der construction. ©
. However, plans for a bridge.

to the Brea Mall via the old
Nordstrom building fell victim
to the recent mall expansion.
Wedin said he believed the
biggest mistake in planning the
Civic & Cultural Center was
making the Curtis Theatre too
small. The center’s finest fea-
ture, he said, is its mixed-use
concept and the impetus it has
given to cultural arts in Brea.



Brea Fest celebration toasts
anniversary of city landmark

By Barbara A. Williams

DSP Correspondent

" BREA — Dessert comes first |
at this year’s Brea Fest, as the |
city opens its Sept. 14 food fair
with an anniversary-cake trib-
ute to the 10-year-old Brea
Civic & Cultural Center.

The public is invited to join
city officials for the 6 p.m.
cake-cutting ceremony in the
civic center’s Conference Room
E. Then the party will spread ,
out through three floors of the
complex, offering visitors enter-
tainment, tours, prizes and
tastes of local restaurant fare.

Food and beverages for Brea
Fest have been donated by 21
restaurants and distributors, in-
cluding the Embassy Suites’
Tut’s Grill, which opens for ‘
business at the end of the year.
The Brea Foundation has also
contributed to the event, which
will help fund the arts in Brea
with the proceeds from food-
ticket sales. Food tickets cost
$5 for six tastes.

The evening’s entertainment
features a variety of musical
performances as well as danc- '
ers, puppets, a mime, a juggler
and clowns. The works of Brea
artists will be featured ‘in the
gallery, along with papermak-
ing and floral design demon-
strations.

In addition, city departments
and agencies located at the
civic center will join in an
Open House celebration, offer-
ing everything from tours and
information te free gifts such as

Community Services T-shirts
and DARE stickers from the
Police Department.

Visitors will be able to regis-
ter to vote at the City Clerk’s
Office, get a blood-pressure
reading and scan job openings
in the Personnel Department,
and sign up for a chance to win
“Brea Bucks” coupons at the
Chamber of Commerce. The
Bred branch of the Orange
County Library and the Brea
Olinda Unified School District
will both be open for tours.

Guests may also receive a
free “Brea ... Our Town" poster
by having their Open House
“passport” stamped at 10 civic
center locations.

Helping coordinate this
year’s Brea Fest activities is

‘Kathie DeRobbio, a city admin-

istrative assistant who remem-
bers the city’s 1980 move from
Old City Hall on Brea Boule-
vard to Number One Civic Cen-
ter Circle. At that time, DeR-
obbio was working with Brea’s
Human Services division,
which was housed in one of two
crowded trailers adjacent to
Old City Hall.

The new civic center was offi-
cially dedicated in March, DeR- 7
obbio said, following a parade
that wound from Brea Boule-
vard to Birch Street. But the
complex remained empty until

the gallery opened in Sep-
tember.
“We are behind schedule,

and the gallery was committed

TEN YEARS LATER — City employees Kathie DeRobbio, admin-
istrative assistant, and Evelyn Stacey, receptionist, recall the
move a decade ago from cramped quarters at Old City Hall on

SEPT-M,;19%0

Civic' & Cultural Center marks first decadé ©

(Star-Progress photo by Jack I-Ls«l-

Brea Boulevard to the expansive Brea Civic & Cultural Center.

The pair are holding the city’s commemorative
be given to Brea Fest guests with completed tou

poster that will

r passports,

g
%
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Brea Panel ‘Burial’ Set In Civic Center Dedication

By JOHN NEEDHAM
DSP Staff Writer

Members of the Brea
Civic - Cultural Center
Dedication Committee
are going (o be buried —
that is a picture of them
will be.

A portrait of the com-

mittee, newspapers,
coins, a video tape and
an air sample are some
of the things to be buried
in a time capsule during
the dedication of the new
Brea Civic - Cultural
Center.

Being built adjacent to
the Brea Mall, the
center, when completed,
will house meeting
rooms for city govern-
ment, school district of-
fices, a library, a thea-
ter, an art gallery and a
museum,

Dedication cere-
monies will be held
March 22, following a
Parade in which all Brea
residents are invited (o
march.

Said Councilman Car-
rey Nelson: *‘Anyone

who doesn’t come and
march in the parade will
be disappointed that
they didn’t. This build-
ing is something the citi-
zens of Brea can be very
proud of.”

Nelson added that
British style double - de-
cker buses would convey
senior citizens along the
parade route, so no one
would be left out.

The dedication com-
mittee has delegated au-
thority to several sub-

committees, all of which
are working in different
planning areas in prep-
aration for the March 22
celebration.

Some of these are the

Parade Committee,
cochaired by Pat McCa-
ren and Buck Moody;
the Library Committee,
chaired by Bruce
Cooper; the Historical

Research Committee,
chaired by Francine
Mon; and the Invitations
Committee, chaired by
Betty Marley.
According ‘to Coun-

-lie

cilman Nelson, many
more volunteers are
needed on all the com-
mittees. People wishing
to volunteer can call 599-
4951 extension 260 for in-

formation.

The next regular
meeting of the dedica-
tion committee wil) beon
Wednesday, January 2%

in Pioneer Hall at 7p.m.
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- By JOHN NEEDHAM
DSP Staff Writer

Members of the Brea
Civic - Cultural Center
Dedication Committee
are going to be buried —
that is a picture of them
will be.

A portrait of the com-

mittee, newspapers,
coins, a video tape and
an air sample are some
of the things to be buried
in a time capsule during
the dedication of the new
Brea Civic - Cultural
Center.

Being built adjacent to
the Brea Mall, the
center, when completed,
will house meeting
rooms for city govern-
ment, school district of-
fices, a library, a thea-
ter, an art gallery and a
museum,

Dedication cere-
monies will be held
March 22, following a
parade in which all Brea
residents are invited to
march. -

« Said Councilman Car-
rey Nelson: #*Anyone

Brea Panel ‘Burial’

who doesn’t come and
march in the parade will
be disappointed that
they didn’t. This build-
ing is something the citi-
zens of Brea can be very
proud of.”

Nelson added that
British style double - de-
cker buses would-convey
senior citizens along the

parade route, so no one

would be left out.

The dedication com-
mittee has delegated au-
thority to several sub-

committees, all of which
are working in different
planning areas in prep-
aration for the March 22
celebration.

Some of these are the

Parade Committee,
- cochaired by Pat McCa-
‘ren and Buck Moody;
s the Library Committee,
wnrm:.mn . by  Bruce
,Ooove... the Em_nczwom_

Set In Civic Center D

Research Committee,
chaired by Francine
Mon; and the Invitations

Committee, chaired by

Betty Marley.
According ‘to Coun-
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edication

cilman Nelson, many
more volunteers are
needed on all the com-
mittees. People wishing
“ tovolunteer can call 599
4951 extension 260 for in-

formation.

The next regular
meeting of the dedica-
tion committee will be on
Wednesday, January 23
in Pioneer Hall at 7p.m.



~ Secret Word Behind Brea's
Civic Center is: Combination

$14.2 Million Plaza by SO KILROY |

. News Tribune Writer
IQ S b - \ =l03m DQM aqn BREA — The philosophy behind
Q Brea's Civic-Cultural Center, which
) is scheduled to officially open next
March 22, is to combine all the func-
tions normally associated with a city
into one area.

The $14.2 million complex will
house all of the city’s offices, the
headquarters of the Brea-Olinda
Unified School District, a 199-seat
| Little Theater, a.cable TV studio, a
community meeting room, 6,500
| square feet' of exhibit space and,’
possibly, a branch of the Orange'
Ciounty Library.

£, jOf the- 250,000 squre. feet in the
“genter, 10,000 square feet will be
* ‘Jaarad ta.nrivate operators until the
= city has grown to the point where it
may need additional office space. -
The center is located across Birch-
Street from Brea-Olinda High:
School, adjacent to the Brea Mall, A
pedestrian bridge is planned that will
connect the center with the. mall,
though Nordstrom Department
Store. AR :
Financing of the center is being
accomplished through bonds sold on
the basis of the increased property
tax revenues to the city from the
development of the.Brea Mall and
Brea Financial Center.
Councilman Carrey Nelson is
4 D8g ; coordinator of the opening
! News Tribune Photos by Jess Andresen b ceremonies of the Civic-Cultural
Center, which will include a parade,

GRACEFUL CIRCLES, SHARP CORNERS MARK EREA CIVIC CENTER £
o N - é — g : y
$14.2 Million Building Under Construction Now; Will Open March 22 n.mswwnmwwxzw.mﬂ w v e
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ret Word Behind
Center is: Comb

' By JOHN KILROY -
News Tribune Writer

BREA — The philosophy behind
Brea's Civic-Cultural Center, which
is scheduled to officially open next
March 22, is to combine all the func-
tions normally associated with a city
into, one area. . i

The $14.2 million complex will

house all of the city’s offices, the
headquarters of the Brea-Olinda
Unified School District, a 189-seat
Little Theater, a.cable TV studio, a
(community meeti ] ;
square feet of exhibit space
possibly, a bran

Ciounty m\c,..er WBL

Of the 250,000 square. feet in

ter, 10,000 square feet will be
“Jpased tn nrivate ooerators until the
l¢ity has grown to the point where it
may need additional office space. =

The center is located across Birch:
Street from Brea-Olinda High
School, adjacent to the Brea Mall!'A'
pedestrian bridge is planned that will
connect the center with' the mall;
though Nordstrom Dm%n;m_ﬂm:m

a5 g y

m.§.o.. . .4.
it Financing of the center is being
‘accomplished through bonds sold on
the basis of the increased property
tax revenues to the city from the
development of the.Brea Mall and
Brea Financial Center.

Councilman Carrey Nelson is
coordinator of the opening
ceremonies of the Civic-Cultural
Center, which will include a parade,
a flag and theme contest, and
historical exhibits.

News Tribune Photes by Jess Andresen Ji

GRACEFUL CIRCLES, SHARP CORNERS MARK BREA CIVIC CENTER
$14.2 Million Building Under Construction Now; Will Open March 22
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,Om_.mw?»._._oz PLANNED FOR CITY MOVING DAY IN MARCH

] .w_.mm;.. No Longer Small, Getting Big Civic Center

sl BY JACE BOETTNER

e ‘ ;w.,,f Times Staff Writer

mM "mwm.i — The economy here was based
| chigfly on oil field revenues when the City Hall

| wag,constructed in 1929 to serve about 900 per-

| (That was a dozen years after the community

' wadincorporated, the seventh in Orange County

4 | todqso. . :

N m“%vx. the urbanized city has a broad-based

my and a population 27,000. And next year

it will have a new civic-cultural center, the first

fits kind in the county, to meet the wide-rang-

jingneedsofits citizenry. ¢ . .

i1 Rising on high-ground at 800 Birch St., on the

perimeter of the Brea Mall, is a five-level, $14.2 g

TME,E complex that most city residents can see -

fromtheirhomes... " .. ' (.0 - !
. The center will provide facilities-for the city, ;
the Brea-Unified School District administration, |
rthe county library branch, a theater, museum
and gallery and offices for private enterprise. In”
jall, ‘there will he, 270,000. square feet of floor:
| EBPAREariin bint Sl s iy 1L ¢
And city, officials’say it won't cost taxpayers
outsjde the ¢ity’s 108-acre redevelopment areaa.
,nnpﬁ,.. ) Al Saywaurd i
The'sale’of revenue bonds to build the center -
is, ‘baged: ‘on* tax-increment - financing:* That.
megns property taxes abave a certain level in;

the revitalization area are marked-specifically
; for the project.

- - e : - : | After years of planning and negotiations, the
UP — A crane boom lifts a section ot precast concrete to the top of Brea’s new civic-cultural center now under construction. | | big day will come March 22 when the city gov-

e “  ernment moves to its new home.

It will touch off a series of celebrations that
will be climaxed with a fireworks show and
country fair July 4. '

Councilman Carry J. Nelson is the coordinator
of events that will mark the opening of the fa-
cility on four acres of land donated to the city by

‘the Homart Development Co., developer of the
Brea Mall.

Nelson can hardly wait to take the wraps off a
project that he says is going to make for more
efficient and accessible city government as well
as providing for the cultural needs not only of
Brea but of surrounding north county cities.

- -t et % < o
2 et - e % A i - pbimac it i i SR

w8at, 0ct. 27, 107eR .+ Slos Augeles Jimeg

“On March 22,” Nelson said, “we'd like to
have every person in Brea join in a procession
from the old City Hall to the new center. It's a

walk of about 1.2 miles. That's move-in day. The :

cornerstone will be laid March 1.

“There’ll be a barbeque, special guests and
dignitaries. We're inviting the governor. Com-.

bining city functions in one place is going to-

make it more convenient for the residents. We'll
have a one-stop counter for the public,

“The center will satisfy the cultural needs of

..0ur. city,. A theater will seat 199. The council

chamber will be different. The people will be
seated where they will look down on the coun-
cil. It’s usually the other way around. The
chamber will accommodate 125. The schoal
board will meet there.”
. The school district will rent office space in the
centerat$1ayear.

Nelson said the city expects to lease 10,000
square feet of office space to private firms at

about $122,000 a year to pay for maintenance of *

the center. -

A third-floor plaza will offer open space for
cultural events, Private funding is expected to
pay for a major piece of art in that area.

- The theater will feature plays, concerts, reci- -
tals and dances. And an area of 6,500 square feet -

has been provided for a museum and gallery on
wﬂ%g level. A bridge will link it to the Brea

City offices, including fire administration, will
be on the fifth floor. Parking for 179 vehicles.

will be available on the first level.

Costs will be trimmed by eliminating some
duplication. The school district and the city, for
example, are expected to share in such functions

as data processing, publication production and:

storage of supplies.
Plans call for renovating the old City Hall for
leasing to private enterprise. The police building

is envisioned as a center for youth and senior

citizens' acuvities,

L,
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B
[

T,

PR

~

R S Rl e S 5

Citizen Participation Sought For Civic Center Dedication

BREA -- To celebrate the
opening of the Brea
Civic/Cultural Center,
many communily oriented
evenls are being planned
for March through July,
1980. Some of the activities
being planned to help
organize Lhe opening

ceremonies are a cily
theme and flag contest.

The theme and flag
contests are open Lo all
Brea residents and

suggestions and designs are
now being accepted. Entry
forms and guidelines can be
obtained in any of the

schools, fire department,
police station, Chamber of
Commerce, or in Brea City
Hall, 401 So. Brea Blvd. All
entries must be submitted
on or before 5 p.m., Nov. |
al Brea City Hall, and all
entries will be judged by the
Cultural Arts Commission

in coordination with~the
Brea City Council.

Winners in theme and
flag contests will receive

prizes and will also appear
in the city parade on March
22, 1980. In addition to that,
the winning theme will be
the basis of all the opening
ceremonies for the
Civic/Cultural Center and
the winning flag design will
be dedicated as the official
flag of the City of Brea.
‘‘Your good will and
support mean a great deal
to Brea as we undertake
this great challenge of
.ov.o..._.:u our Civic/Cultural

Center,’’ commented
Carrey Nelson, council
appointed coordinator of
the Civic/Cultural Center
opening. The Brea City
Council hopes that the
entire community will
become actively involved in
the theme and flag contest
and other ceremonies and
activities being planned for
the Civic/Cultural Center.
For further information,
call Brea City Hall, (714)

__ 529-4951, extension 260.
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Brea's Civie/Caliural Center

Citizen Participation Sough

BREA - To celebrate the
opening of the Brea
Civic/Cultural Center,
many community oriented
events are being planned
for March through July,
1980. Some of the activities
being planned to help
organize the opening

ceremonies are a city
theme and flag contest.

The theme and flag
contests are open to all
Brea residents and
suggestions and designs are
now being accepted. Entry
forms and guidelines can be
obtained in any of the

schools, fire department,
police station, Chamber of
Commerce, or in Brea City
Hall, 401 So. Brea Blvd. All
entries must be submitted
on or before 5 p.m., Nov. 1
at Brea City Hall, and all
entries will be judged by the
Cultural Arts Commission

]

in coordination with - the
Brea City Council.

Winners in theme and
flag contests will receive

prizes and will also appear
in the city parade on March
22, 1980. In addition to that,
the winning theme will be
the basis of all the opening
ceremonies for the
Civic/Cultural Center and
the winning flag design will
be dedicated as the official
flag of the City of Brea.
“Your good will and
support mean a great deal
to Brea as we undertake
this great challenge of
opening our Civic/Cultural

t For Civic Center Dedication

Center,’’ commented
Carrey Nelson, council
appointed coordinator of
the Civic/Cultural Center
opening. The Brea City
Council hopes that the
entire community will
bec ively involved in
the theme and flag contest
and other ceremonies and
activities being planned for
the Civic/Cultural Center.
For further information,
call Brea City Hall, (714)
529-4951, extension 260.




By Annc Etheridge

As you drive into Brea along Imperial Highway, thereisa
sign that says, “Welcome to good ol’ Brea”. That sign is
deceiving in nature: it is meant to lull the -unsuspecting
visitor into the belief that Brea is just another small town,
one of many that dots the map from here to there.

Wrong.

Brea may still retain many of the attributes of a small
town but in fact it is fast becoming a center of regional
importance in retailing, financial operations, industrial de-
velopment and the arts.

At the eye of this hurricane of activity is the new Brea
Civic Cultural Center, a building whose concept is so un-
usual that nothing like it can be found anywhere else in the
United States. . .« R oAbl et il At ST

The Center is'meant to' combine, in one structure, city

offices, school district offices, a media center, a 13,000
square foot library, a 200 seat theatre, a 60 seat executive
conference/training center, a 6500 square foot art gallery, a
space for cultural functions grouped around an open
atrium, and ten thousand square feet of office space that is
available for rent. And it all sits connected to the Brea Mall
by an umbilical cord of concrete and steel.

How did it all come about?

Brea has only ever had one city hall building. As the town
grew, “the handwriting on the wall became very clear;” says
City Manager Wayne Wedin. “We needed to plan for long
term housing”

There were other considerations as well. “There’s a con-
cept that says government ought to be visible. It ought to be
in a place where the democratic process works, and that is
only where it is easy for me asa citizen to perform oversight.
If I don't like what I see, I reach out, grab government by
the neck, shake itand say don’t do that again. If the building
is remote, it's hard for me to get at.

UNPRECEDENTED CONCEPT
COMBINES CULTURE,
BUSINESS AND CITY
MANAGEMENT

“So, where can you locate that would be most convenient?
Where do most people go? A shopping center”

Enter the Brea Mall. Brea has achieved regional domi-
nance in so far as retailing is concerned. Between twelve
and fifteen million people go through the Brea Mall every
year. So it made sense to the City Council that.they locate
their new Center within easy reach of those people. +

Additionally, the high school is located across the street
from the new site. “There were many people who said why
should we have a library that services the kids during the
day and then an entirely different library to service adults
and those same kids in the evenings. We duplicate material,
staffs, everything. We said there has to be a better way. We
can put in a bridge and students can go back and forth
across that”

Wedin continues, “So, if we take a look at all this, we see
that we have a large park, an open space, the freeway, the
highway, the educational center, the mumd&w— center, the
retailing center, and office buildings—all in one area. We
started pulling together a city center in the classic European
sense of the word, the likes of which you can’t find anyplace
else in the country. N

“That's because people don’t have the opportunity. The
timing is all wrong. We were just plain unadulterated lucky.
All these things happened to come together at a time when

someone could say, if we don’tact now, we'll miss the oppor-

tunity”

..—..—_M new Center includes Brea’s ultimate space needs.
“We have built enough space to cover the city forever says
Wedin. “Brea will never be larger than 60,000 people be-
cause the terrain won’t sustain any more than that?”

_Even to.the caspal pbseryer, the Centeris an example.of.

city government at its best in:the sense that all possibilities

seemed to have been explored and acted upon.

~ “All the city operations are there, including the police
force. That provides security for the Mall and Wo-. the Cen-
teritself. The police department shares a common wall with
the gallery, enabling us to qualify for high security exhibits.
All the city management facilities are there. The school
district has rented its office space for $1.50 a year. The
library will service both citizens and students. It has a two
hundred seat legitimate theatre. The art gallery is already
booked through 1981. The building has a full color televi-
sion studio. It has three darkrooms. We have the ability to
produce 16 projector slide tape shows. Everything in the
council chambers comes out so it can become a 125 seat
theatre in the round. The building has full audio-visual
capacity in the council chambers and in the library. Those
same facilities have been duplicated on the fifth floor in the
executive conference rooms. There isn't any conference
space I know of in California that can duplicate the audio-
visual support system we have. :

“We're going to have a community of thirty to sixty thou-
sand people that has major regional focus. Business will be
done here. Decisions will be made here. Investments will
take place here. Culture will be enjoyed here. And people
will still be able to enjoy a relatively rural kind of lifestyle. A
lot of people moved here for that and a lot of people stay
here for that. That's what that building represents”
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We've Moved!

Our New Address:

Brea Civic Cultural Center
Number One Civic Center Circle
Brea, CA 92621

NAME

DIRECT PHONE NO.







Do you remember when...

t¢ Coca Cola was only 5¢?

?r The Long Beach earthquake rocked?

¢ National Geographic was a naughty book?

Y Brea citizens waiched for airplanes atop BOHS?

tc “Only The Shadow Knows?”

tc The oil-tank fire of 1926 ignited and was compounded by a
tornado?

% Poodle skirts, Beatle Boots or Hula Hoops were cool?

tr It snowed in Brea in 1932 and again in the 40’s?

Ifyou do...

Share with everyone a funny or interesting story that happened when you
were young. An old story or account pertaining to Brea’s history and your
part in it.

This is a project dedicated to documenting right from the source Brea’s past
as experienced by its residents. > v

As we move more quickly into the future we're losing the original
flavors of what Brea and its people were really like 100, 50 or 30
years ago.

Help me capture the history as seen from the families who
made Brea the place it is today.

Send your favorite “dated story” to :

“I ike It Was...” £»
Media Services Pt
Brea Civic & Cultural Center '
#1 Civic Center Circle, Brea, CA, 92621 AN
Tel. 990 - 1739 .

Share your bit of Brea history!

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\



- (Star-Progress photos by Jack Hancock)
WHITE-GLOVE TREATMENT — Brea Historical Society President Inez Fanning, ~ society archive its collection of Brea artifacts. The pair are wearing cotton
right, looks over historical photos with Genie O’'Dowd, who will help the gloves to keep from transferring hand oils to the often brittle materials.



By Barbara A. Williams
DSP Correspondent

BREA — Delicate papers, satin
ribbons and silk fringe capture
the elegance of bygone years in
the antique, Christmas card col-
lection now on display at the
Brea Civic & Cultural Cesiter,

The collection, housed in the
Brea Historical Society exhibit
case at the entrance to the Brea
Branch of the Orange County Li-
brary, reaches back to 1880 with a
cupid and roses holiday greeting
inscribed, “With love from your
little friend, Edith Hastings.” Cal-
endar cards from the 1930s and
an ink-blotter advising “Vance
Roofing Co. covers the county”
recall the greeting-card trends
that predated more recent card
styles, such as the embossed sil-
houettes from the 1850s.

In the midst of the red and
green messages are the red,
white and blue greetings of the
1940s, when Santa Claus stepped
aside for the American flag and
Statue of Liberty during World
War IL For Catherine Seiler, the
Brea Historical Society vice pres-
ident who organized the exhibit,
the wartime messages are re-
minders of the saddest and hap-
piest Christmas of her life.

It was December 1944 when the
young bride of Sgt. Richard Seiler
heard on the radio that the Battle
of the Bulge was in full swing and
that her husband's “observer”
unit was in the midst of the ac-
tion.

“It was the saddest Christmas

ANTIQUE TREASURE — Catherine Seiler, who assembled a Christmas card display for the entrance to the
Brea Library, holds an antique pop-up rendition, “Christmas Time in Action.” The greeting is interspersed Mowmnw. nﬂﬂﬂ%ﬂﬁhﬂo iom—_rﬂow”m
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not,” she recalled.

Although a fellow sergeant had
been shot, Seiler’s husband had
survived, making Christmas 1944,
belatedly, the happiest Christmas
of her life as well, she said.

For Seiler, Christmias memories
from other years are also family-
oriented, beginning with her
childhood days as Catherine
Moore, who moved from Washing-
ton state to Brea in 1925.

Seiler recalled a Washington
Christmas when she was about 6
years old, and her mother had
told her to lie down on a couch to
wait for Santa Claus.

“I heard all this jingling, all
this noise, then Santa Claus
rushed in and left gifts under the
tree,” Seiler remembered. “I was
so excited- 1 never noticed that
Santa didn’t have a red suit on.
Later 1 realized that it was my fa-
ther in a black jacket But I was
happy anyway.”

Seiler also has many cherished
memories from her days as moth-
er to the four-part Seiler brood,
who were growing up on Flower
Street in a 1920 two-story home
that she and her husband had
moved to Brea from Pico Rivera.
She laughingly recalled how her
youngest, Michael, at age 9 “loved
to pass out presents to the fam-
ily,” wearing a Santa hat and
furry beard and stuffing a pillow
up his shirt to create the desired
profile.

The Seiler children have
moved away from home now.
“Santa” Michael lives near Oak-
land and Martha Seiler Radjinski
is in Missouri, but son David still

lives in Brea and daughter Mary
Seiler Schultz lives nearby in

library can be a time-consuming
task — Seiler selects a theme,
then gathers the display items
from fellow society members and
friends — she believes that his-
tory is worth the effort

“When we came to Brea, it was
all barley fields, beans and sheep.
The land was bare. Trees were
only in town, not even on the hills
like the peppers and oaks arg
now,” Seiler said.

“But look at Brea now, and

look at what it will be. (Yet) we *

are the same people, the

living, coping People are still
people, even though our sur-
roundings change.

“History is people, not just
dates,” Seiler asserted. “When 1
was in school, I wasn't interested
in history. I think it takes a bit of
age to become aware of how in-
teresting it is to compare this life
now to what it was before,

“Some day the young people,
too, will want to know what it was
like, who started it and who these
people were.”



come out and perform the 32,.,
tion to celebrate the summer,
Kawano said.

Breans had their chance to
show the Hanno students some
American traditions as many
served pancake or cereal break-
fasts and took them out for
‘miniature golf and pizza on
Sunday.

Monday morning, the group
gathered for a tour of the expan-
sive Albertsons Distribution
Center before heading off for a
picnic at Huntington Beach.
Disneyland marked the final
stop on the itinerary, following
emotional goodbyes Tuesday af-
ternoon.

. the Hanno students per-
form a folk dance in traditional
costume while their Brea coun-
terparts join in at a Sayonara
picnic at City Hall Park.

CROSSING THE CULTURAL,

DIVIDE — Brian Saul, above, e 1 ‘ ”
, Meika Saul, center, and

chairman of Brea's Sister City :
muosahzomﬂhw_m_mvﬂw.ﬂm w%n%u_.w ather Bva wﬂ.m__.uan:.. _oovo“.oqo
: tos brought by one
welcome reception at the Brea w_ﬂw_:m Hanno students. In left
photo

Civic & Cultural Center '~




Breans open homes
to Hanno delegation

By Mark Berg
DSP Staf! Writer

BREA — Japanese students
8ot a dose of American culture to
80 with their English lessons last
weekend when a delegation from
Brea's sister city joined families
here for a brief visit.

But it is unclear who learned
more — the Japanese or the
Americans.

Eighteen students and four
administrators from Hanno,
Japan, arrived in Brea Friday
afternoon to kick off a weekend
of sightseeing and cultural expo-
sure.

“This is the tenth year of
celebrating together (as sister
cities). Each year we are getting
to know the culture more and
more,” said Brea resident Nancy
Malotte, who for the past four
years has housed students visit-
ing from Hanno.

During the welcome ceremony
in front of the city’s art gallery
at the Brea Civic & Cultural
Center, the principal of one of
the six Hanno junior high
schools represented by the dele-
gation thanked Mayor Carrey
Nelson for the chance to visit.

Miyazawa Sadao, beginning in
English, said, “We are happy to
be here.” But his message was
continued by a translator. “I'm
too excited to speak English
well,” the principal said. “It is
very important that Americans
and Japanese know each other
better,” the principal said. “For
this reason, I hope we will (visit)

here more.”

After each student had been
given a gift package from the
city — including a T-shirt, “Spot-
light on Youth” pin, map of the
city and jelly beans — one of the
students came to the microphone
to thank the Mayor.

“Thank you for this party,” he
said. “(We) hope this party will

be good for Brea to get to know
each other.” Then, struggling
through the pain of embarass-
ment and public speaking as his
English began to fail, he ended
with, “Thank you.”

Communicating was the big-
gest difficulty in housing and
entertaining the students, Malot-
te said. “We do sign language
and we giggle — it works fine,”
she said.

Yas Kawano, who served as a
translator during a Sayonara pic-
nic held Monday evening at City
Hall Park, agreed that language
difficulties impeded some of the
exchanges, but said effort and
some sign language closed the
gap. “I find everybody enjoying
despite lack of language,” he
said of the Hanno students.

“They’re certainly going for it.”

The students performed tradi-
tional Japanese songs and
dances at the picnic, giving
ambitious Breans the opportuni-
ty to step in and try for them-
selves. One of the dances per-
formed was the Hanno Kouta, or
the Hanno People’s Song. During
the hot summer evenings in
August, Hanno residents will

; -
v

(Star-Progress photos by Mark Berg)
city of Hanno, Japan. Assisting Nelson is Principal Miyazawa Sadao
from one of Hanno's six junior high schools. Translating the
presentation of the gift is Hanno English teacher Toru Nakayama.

A AR v Fi

FOREIGN FACES — Brea Mayor 0m=c< Nelson, left, displays a Noh
mask, a Japanese tradition in drama, given by a visiting delegation of
junior high school students and their instructors from Brea's sister
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A series of special events were
under way July 14 to support “A
Visit to Japan,” a special exhibit at
the Brea Civic and Cuitural Center
Gallery from July 18 to Aug. 17.
Hitoshi Haibara and Kuniko
Nakamura, both residents of Brea,
were joined in marriage in an auth-
entic Shinto wedding. A reception
followed immediately with Classi-
cal Japanese music, demon-
strations and refreshments.

Staff photos by Daniel S

JOEY 19,4990

Daily Life, Traditions & Celebrations

July 18 - August 17, 1990



| (5" By Tony Saavedra

")  DSP staff Writer

BREA — officially, jt's called
the Brea Civic - Culturg] Center.

Yet some have thejr own
monikers for the five - Jeye] facil-
ity, such as the ‘‘Taj Mahal" or
the “Wayne Wedin Monument,”’
the latter in honor of the city
manager who masterminded its
development.

By any name, the civic - cul-
tural center has brought prestige
to the small city of 30,000 people,
earning the applause of county
politicians and businessmen
from throughout the country,

Those ovations have some-
times become more than just
praise or pomp.

Officials from the Amateur
Athletic Union were courted re-
cently in the stylish City Council
chambers, where a $] million
audio - visual system played film
clips depicting Brea’s assets.

The AAU is now considering
moving its 1984 Junior Olympics
to Brea, bringing bundles of tax.
able business to North Orange
County.

Hotel developers also dueledin
' the same council chambers for

the opportunity to build a multi -
story, multi - faceted, multi -
million dollar hotel near the
center.

Using the civic center as a
showpiece, the city has enticed
quality developers to Brea, said
City Manager Wayne Wedin.

However, the 250,000 square -
foot building has also raised the
ire of some residents who say it is
too luxurious, too big and too ex-
pensive.

Perched atop a slope on the
northwest side of the Brea Mall,
the civic- cultural facility houses
city and school district offices as
well as the police station.

Four eleyatorstake employees
and visitors from the two under-
Rround parking lols to the new

$316,000 - library, & full - color

television studio ang a 199 - seat
theater.

While waiting fot the curtain to
80 up, theater - loyers can dally
in the courtyard or peruse
through the city ar gallery.

Originally projected at
$17,245,000, the cost for con-
Structing, furnishing and funding
the 2 - year - old facility is ex-
pected to hit $18.8 million.

City officials are putting the
last touches on the center and
expect to close the books some- .
time next year,

Aside from a $950,838 cost
overrun in construction, the fi-
guresindicate the city has stayed
Somewhat near its original esti-
mates.

But it had to scramble a few
finances to do it

“‘Scrambling, is an under-
statement,” remembers former
Brea Chief Administrative Of-
ficer Terry Belanger, who
supervised the construction,

Now head administrator for
the Rose Bowl in Pasadena, Be-
langer says city budget planners
knew they had the money —
somewhere,

He likened the situation to a
Jigsaw puzzle, where pieces were

hidden within the city ledgers.

Such was the way of life during
the development and construc-
tion of the Brea Civic - Cultural
Center, a period in which:

— Proposition 13, the property
tax initiative, forced city plan-
ners to rush construction so the
project would be underway when
voters went to the polls. This plan
made the civiccenter eligible for
the tax dollars that Proposition
13 whisked away.

— Work stopped for roughly a
year after a squabble between
the city and architects
Warnecke/Dworsky, leading to
mutual lawsuits and an out - of -
court settlement.

— Expected property taxes
disappeared as accountants
scoured through the city coffers
for the money to finish the build-
ing.

g— Brea Mall owners sued the
city’s Redevelopment Agency
after being assessed $17.8 million
over a20- year period to help pay
for the civic- cultural center. The
assessment was levied under a
state mandate to offset the loss of
local funds from Proposition 13.
An out - of - court settlement is
pending.

As an added little frustration,
the theater roof leaks and the air
conditioning doesn’t work.

But while officials admit it
wasn’t the smoothest project,
they proclaim satisfaction with
the overall building.

“This was an ambitious pro-
ject for a staff our size,” says
City Treasurer John Stark.

Indeed, the former oiltown had
never embarked on a construc-
tion of such magnitude — many
small cities don’t.

The first indication of times to
come arrived in 1978 via the ser-
mons of tax - reform messiah
Howard Jarvis, who said, “Thou
shalt not take more than 25 per-
cent of what the property was
(Continued on A-2)
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Brea Civic Center

By Tony Saavedra
DSP Staff Writer
BREA — Officially, it's called
the Brea Civic - Cultural Center.
Yet some have their own
monikers for the five - level facil-
ity, such as the ““Taj Mahal”’ or
the “Wayne Wedin Monument,”
the latter in honor of the city
manager who masterminded its
development.
By any name, the civic - cul-
tural center has brought prestige
to the small city of 30,000 people,

searning the applause of county !

politicians and businessmen
from throughout the country.

Those ovations have some-
times become more than just
praise or pomp.

Officials from the Amateur
Athletic Union were courted re-
cently in the stylish City Council
chambers, where a $1 million
audio - visual system played film
clips depicting Brea’s assets.

The AAU is now considering
moving its 1984 Junior Olympics
to Brea, bringing bundles of tax-
able business to North Orange
County.

Hotel developers alsodueled in
the same council chambers for
the opportunity to build a multi -
story, multi - faceted, multi -
million dollar hotel near the
center.

Using the civic center as a
showpiece, the city has enticed
quality developers to Brea, said
City Manager Wayne Wedin.

However, the 250,000 square -
foot building has also raised the
ire of some residents who say itis
too luxurious, too big and too ex-

nensive.

Perched atop a slope on the
northwest side of the Brea Mall,
the civic- cultural facility houses
city and school district offices as
well as the police station.

Four elevators take employees
and visitors from the two under-
ground parking lots to the new
$316,000 - library, a full - color
television studio and a 199 - seat
theater.

While waiting for the curtain to
go up, theater - lovers can dally
in the courtyard or peruse

through the city art gallery.

Originally projected at
$17,245,000, the cost for con-
structing, furnishing and funding
the 2 - year - old facility is ex-
pected to hit $18.8 million.

City officials are putting the
last touches on the center and
expect to close the books some-
time next year.

Aside from a $950,838 cost
overrun in construction, the fi-
gures indicate the city has m”mv&n
somewhat near its original esti-
mates.

But it had to scramble a few
finances to do it.

“Serambling is an under-
statement,” remembers former [
Brea Chief Administrative Of-
ficer Terry Belanger, who
supervised the construction. ,

Now head administrator for
the Rose Bowl in Pasadena, Be-
langer says city budget planners
knew they had the money —
somewhere.

He likened the situation to a
jigsaw puzzle, where pieces were

STAR PROG6RESS

- R

hidden within the city ledgers.

Such was the way of life during
the development and construc-
tion of the Brea Civic - Cultural
Center, a period in which:

— Proposition 13, the property
tax initiative, forced city plan-
ners to rush construction so the
project would be underway when
voters went to the polls. This plan
made the civic center eligible for
the tax dollars that Proposition
13 whisked away.

— Work stopped for roughly a
year after a squabble between
the city and architects
Warnecke/Dworsky, leading to
mutual lawsuits and an out - of -
court settlement.

— Expected property taxes
disappeared as accountants
scoured through the city coffers
for the money to finish the build-
ing.

ml Brea Mall owners sued the
city’s Redevelopment Agency
after being assessed $17.8 million
over a 20 - year period to help pay
for the civic - cultural center. The
assessment was levied under a
state mandate to offset the loss of
local funds from Proposition 13.
An out - of - court settlement is
pending.

As an added little frustration,
the theater roof leaks and the air
conditioning doesn’t work.

But while officials admit it
wasn’t the smoothest project,
they proclaim satisfaction with
the overall building.

“This was an ambitious pro-
ject for a staff our size,” says
City Treasurer John Stark.

Survives |

Indeed, the former oiltown had
never embarked on a construc-
tion of such magnitude — many
small cities don’t.

The first indication of times to
come arrived in 1978 via the ser-
mons of tax - reform messiah
Howard Jarvis, who said, ‘‘Thou
shalt not take more than 25 per-
cent of what the property was
sold for.”

To fund the civic center, the
city sold $14,275,000 in tax -
exempt bonds and expected to
pick up an additional $2.9 million
from other sources, including
excess property taxes.

A complicated funding scneme
was developed torepay the bonds
without reaching into the resi-
Aents pockets.
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on redevelopment land, the city
could collect the extra property
taxes generated by the new
shopping center and pay off the
debt. The state and county share
of the tax pie remained as if the
land was still vacant.

However, officials were wor-
ried that Proposition 13 would
bring the city’s financing vehicle
to a grinding halt.

The only way to guard those
dollars was through a Senate bill
which would let Brea assess the
mall for the money protected by
the new tax law.

To be eligible for the plan, the
city had to rush the project via a
process called ‘‘fast - tracking,””
meaning to construct the bottom
levels while the upper floors
were still being designed.

cial
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Snags

“We had to ‘grandfather’ the
thing in time to beat Proposition
13,” says Mert Cameron, assis-
tant to the city manager.

After the 1978 election, the
gears of fate grinded into place:
the tax initiative became a law
and the city lost the money to
cover the bonds as well as an
extra $1 million for the civic
center.

The script continues: city as-
sesses mall, mall sues city, ar-
chitect sues city, city sues ar-
chitect and suddenly there’s not
enough bucks to finish the build-
ing.

“They kept going along and
then said, ‘We’re out of money,’ "’
remembers Cameron, who was
called in as a financial trouble -
shooter or — more accurately —
a Sherlock Holmes.




BREA  COMMUNITY  HISTORY  PROJECT

HISTORY OF BREA:
APUBLIC EXHIBIT

TO BE HELD AT THE

BREA CIVIC CENTER ART GALLERY

Dec. 3, 198 - Jan, 13, 1983

WE NEED RELICS ON BREA:
(1) PHoTOS

(2) TooLs, ARTIFACTS o WORK OR BUSINESS

(3)  CoSTUMES, DISHES, UTENSILS ON HOME LIFE

(4) DIRECTORIES, SCRAPBOOKS, LOCAL PUBLICATIONS

(5)  CHURCH, SOCIAL CLUB, OTHER ORGANIZATIONS ARTIFACTS & RECORDS

PLEASE CALL: BARBARA VASQUEZ 990-7979
SHIRLEY STEPHENSON /73-3580
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Thursday, the second annual
Christmas Tree Lighting
Ceremony will be held at the
Brea Civic Cultural Center at 7
p-m. and on Friday the Gallery
will open a new exhibition
designed to bring Brea's history
alive, Kathie Conrey, the

and will be on display until Jan.

14.
Rare photographs, maps,

history to come alive Friday

farmm implements, oil industry
equipment, authentic costumes
and artifacts will portray the
birth and growth of the Brea
community. The Brea Historical
Coordinating Committee, con-
sisting of a number of dedicated
Breans, have been working
diligently with Cal State Fuller-
ton’s History Department to
research and complie informa-
tion on Brea’s past.

The exhibition, which is the
culminating event of this pro-
ject, commemorates the foun-

ding and growth of Brea.

The exhibit is a means of
understanding the background
of the Brea area while ap-
preciating the development
which has.made it such a plea-
sant place to live and work.

This historical exhibition
depicts the evolution of Brea
from a small oil boom town and
citrus growing village into its
present status as a thriving
suburban community. It centers
around the two themes of the
developing city and the changing
community.

Developing which which in-
cludes the following eras:

—The Oil Era, which covers
1894 to 1929, will focus on Brea’s
infancy as an oil boom town and
will feature oil field photos, ar-

tifacts and a model of oil drilling

and processing equipment;
—The Citrus Era, 1930 to 1955,

will depict Brea’s maturation as
a settled community emphasiz-
ing agricultural implements and
the citrus industry. Artifacts and
photos of the 1930’s and 40’s will
offer the visitor a glimpse into
the Depression and World War II
in the Brea community;

active suburban community dur-
ing the post-war years. In-
dustrial development and
physical growth will be
graphically illustrated through
photos, products and related ex-

hibits.
Changing Community seg-

ment of the exhibition will
elaborate on the basic institu-
tions of the community.

—Schools will be portrayed by
a display of the growth of Brea-
Olinda School system with
glimpses of texts and activities
during different eras;

Citrus past

—Finally, the Modern City, The exhibition 3& opens on, Friday in the Gallery at the Brea Civic
spanning 1955 to 1980, covers the .o:_ES_ Center will include all aspects of Brea's past and present,
transformation of Brea into ap including the Citrus era of the early 1900's. # :

DECEMBER 2, 175L

—Government will be
represented with a special
display on police, fire and city
planning and how they have
changed since 1917; AL

—Social organizations and
churches will be described with
photographs and documents of
representative service organiza-
tions, clubs and churches show-
ing their activities through the
years. ’ P

A special opening reception
will be held on Friday 3 at 7 p.m.
in the Gallery.

The event will be sponsored
and hosted by the Brea Sorop-
tomists with help from the Brea
Women’s Club, Brea Lion’s
Club, Brea Kiwanis and Brea
Rotary Club. The public is in-
vited to join in this nostalgic
celebration and share stories of
““Good Ol Brea” with your old
and new neighbors while enjoy-
ing complementary
refreshments. A

The Brea Gallery, located on
the third level of the Civic
Cultural Center, is open to the
public free of charge Wednes-
day, Friday and Saturday from
noon to § p.m. and Thursday
from noon to 8 p.m. For further
ﬁo»-...ﬂbzg or to MMH&Eo guid-
; urs, please (714) 990-
#7731 or 990-77%0.
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BY LAURA WINGARD

BREA — Collecting Good

Old Brea’s history is going to
post big bucks.
. But the fund-raising cam-
paign is already off to a good
start with GEORGE FARIAS,
president of the Brea Lions
Club, presenting a $3.000 check
from the e T
organization to ¥ "
Dr. LAW-
RENCE B. DE°
GRAAF, direc-
tor of the Brea
Community
History Pro-
Ject.

Last April, a Wingard
$1,982 planning grant from the
California Council for the
Humanities was given to Cal
State Fullerton’'s Oral History
Program to start developing a
way to collect Brea's past.

» For local residents, & history
of the community will show the
heritage the town was built on.

For scholars, Brea’s
development will serve as an
example of how a small town
grows into a bustling suburb
and what impact those
changes have on the local

sultureandvalues. . .
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The project, jointly spon-
sored by Brea residents and
the Oral History Program, is
estimated to cost $33,800. For
the study, a $15,500 grant from
the Council for the Hurnanities
is being sought, leaving $18,300
to be raised through contribu-
tions.

Individuals who want to
donate time or money to the
Brea history project can con-
tact DEAN MILLEN at 529-
8289 or Dr. de Graaf at 773-

w60.

—-DAILY NEWS TRIBUNE-

Brea exhibit due

BREA — With the opening tomorrow of the next
Cultural Center Gallery exhibition, rare
photographs, maps, farm implements, oil industry
equipment, authentic costurnes and artifacts will
portray the birth and growth of the Brea communi-
ty.

The Brea Historical Coordinating Committee
has been working with Cal State Fullerton’s
history department to research and compile in-
formation on Brea’s past. The exhibition, which is
the culminating event of this project, com-
memorates the founding and growth of the city.

This historical exhibition depicts the evolution of
Brea from a small oil boom town and citrus grow-
ing village into its present status as a thriving
suburban community. It centers around the two
themes of the developing city and the changing
community.

A special opening reception will be held Friday
at 7 p.m. in the gallery. The event will be sponsored
and hosted by the Brea Soroptomists with help
from the Brea Women's Club, Brea Lion’s Club,
Brea Kiwanis and Brea Rotary Club. The public is
invited to join in this nostalgic celebration and
share stories of ‘‘Good Old Brea' while enjoying
free refreshments. .

The Brea Gallery, located on the third level of

the Civic Cultural Center, is open to the public, free
of charge, Wednesday through Saturday noon to 5

p.m. and Thursday noon to 8 p.m. For further in- '
formation or to schedule guided tours, call 990-7731

or 990-7730.

Thursday, December 2, 1982
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Creative
crate art
still great

Citrus fruits still get boxed today in
packing houses like the one pic-
tured here at the corner of
Orangethorpe and Lakeview
avenues in Yorba Linda, but the -
§ WALENCIAS

packaging isn’t as elaborate as it g

was in the early part of the century mqu bb
when the industry was booming in

the Southern California area. In . :

those days, artists designed in- - n A

tricate labels that were pasted on i

wooden crates to proclaim where
they came from. Some of
lithographs of the labels have been
saved by Brea historian Dean
Millen (right) and are on display in
the Brea Library in the Civic-
Cultural Center. They will be
shown again in December when the
Brea Historical Society sponsors a
show in the cultural center gallery.




BREA COMMUNITY HISTORY PROJECT

__Brea undertakes to record cit

By TAMMY DUNN
Statf Writer

It was born from oil, or perhaps
more accurately, tar.

The Indians used the Brea,
Spanish for tar or asphalt, for
medicine.

The oil companies had different
plans for the liquid fortune that
once soaked the hills and soil of
what is now Brea.

People, drawn first by oil and
more recently by other industry
-and business, moved to Brea,
~causing its population to increase
Jearly 1,000 percent in 30 years.

- And because of the combined ef-
forts of Cal State Fullerton’s
‘history department and some in-
terested local residents, the early
“history of a once-small town called
-Randolph will be available for old
“and new residents to learn.
T Brea’s history will be recorded
rlsn presented next fall, Lawrence
' De Graff said.
» De Graaf is the director of the
‘gral history department at CSUF
.and is coordinating the Brea Com-
munity History Project.

He defined oral history as being
Jistory which is recorded on tape,
from living subjects whose
memories are permanently set in
record.

Or as W.E. Fanning, who was
superintendent of Brea's Public
schools from 1914-1942, wrote in
1919, one way to calculate the
growth of a town or city is to
‘‘watch for the oldtimer on the cor-
ner who knows and recites the
wWhole pulse of the town."”’

The Brea Community History
Project seeks to do just that.

De Graaf explained that the oral
history department was looking
for one community which was
representative of the development
and growth which most of the 26
cities in Orange County have gone
through.

. “We were looking for a city to do

‘a history on and Brea was looking

-for a history,” De Graaf said.

. He added, ‘‘There is in Brea a
“group of people very interested in
;their own history.” v

- Dean Millen is one of those Uoo.

“ple responsible for the develop-

“ment of the historical anﬂww_n:wm,

In 1979, Millen was at CSUF
looking for history on some trees
in Yorba Linda.

On the Advisory gnuasmm for

the Fullerton Arboretum, located
on the CSUF campus, Millen was
attempting to trace the history of a
couple of tree species which exist

inthe area.

He said he discovered through
his research on the trees, that the
oral history department was look-

ing for a city todo a history on.
Through organization and work,

the Brea Historical Ooo_.n:.w::n

Committee was formed.

Composed of residents like Bar-
bara Vasquez, Patricia Fox, Carl
Fanning, Frank Schweitzer and
Millen, to mention just a few, the
committee set to work to gather
historical information for the pro-
ject.

And as important as the data to
be included, the history supporters

gathered $16,000 to fund the Brea.

History Project,

De Graff estimated that $33,000

will be needed to ncav_mam the pro-
ject.

' ‘A donation of $7,500 from the
California " Council of the

Humanities and the $16,000 to fund -

the Brea Community.

De Graaf estimated that $33,000 |
will be needed to complete the pro-
ject.

A donation of $7,500 from the
California Council of the
Humanities and the $16,000 from
local supporters has already been
raised.

De Graaf said they are pursuing
other sources of funding, although
the local contributions have been
heavy. The'Lion’s Club gave $3,000
and individuals have donated as
much as $1,000, he said.

The Brea Community History
Project has a grant ::.o:ms Oc-
tober, .

Thursday, Jan. 7, 1982

BREA ADVOCAT

y's early lifestyle

Old photos, documents, deeds
and other memorabilia will be
gathered and exhibited.

The group has reserved the art
gallery through September for
that purpose.

The front section of the OE City
Hall on Brea Boulevard is being
used to house the mass of papers
and materials which have been
wo:!.na by uonm.nEo Breans so
ar.

De Graaf said Ea local govern-
ment will have to decide what will
be done with the porject after the
month-long ouEv.Zo._ in
September. z

As things unn:n =oﬂ. the
materials will be n?nu back to:
those who donated:them, unless a
permanent E.nnouu omFEE.oa to
keep the project. 3

The ultimate u—.on:nn B—mrn be
a published apalytical stydy. _
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Gift strengthens
cultural ties

Jess Andresen Jr./News T b

Artist Carlos Hernandez Terres (left), a
native of Lagos de Moreno, Mexico, and the
honorable Teodoro Esparza (right), presi-

dent of Lagos, present a good will gift en--
titled “Brotherhood":to Brea Mayor Ron.

Isles during ceremonies Saturday at the
Brea Civic and, Cultural Center.
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OPEN HOUSE

ayor Melvin Le Baron welcomes everyone to the Brea Civic

ultural Center Open House, today thrdUgh Saturday, Sept.
. Tours of the art gallery, theater,

police department, television studio, school district offices,

oo:am_‘m:owﬁm_.:m:omamﬂ and City Hall will be gi
s library, council chambers, day. & 24 g

BREA — The County’s
newest library takes a
step into the future this
Friday K Sept. 25. when
county and city officials
dedicate the Brea Branch
at 5:30 p.m. The new
facility is located on the
first floor of the City of
Brea Civic Cultural
Center at 401 South Brea
Boulevard.

The 10,000 square foot
library reopened its
doors. Aug. 25 after
moving from its previous
facility in downtown
Brea. It is being officially
dedicated a month later
to coincide with its 60th
opening anniversary.

Supervisor Bruce
Nestande will be the
featured speaker of the
ceremony. Mayor of
Brea, Melvin J. LeBaron,
will also speak and
County Librarian
Elizabeth Martinez Smith
will serve as master of
ceremonies. The Brea-
Olinda High School Band

will also perform under
the direction of Cameron
Malotte,

At 3:30 p.m. that day
there will be a special
60th Birthday Party for
children. The party will
feature OCeePiel the
dragon. a puppet show.

balloons, and refresh-
ments.

In addition to its
children’s section. the
library features a
modern motif. It has
many up to date features
o go with its strikingly
modern appearance. The
library has computer
systems to provide timely
business and financial
information as well as
access to a Bibliographic
Retrieval Service on a
wide variety of subjects,

Brea branch library
annually - checks oyt
92,000 items for its almost
6200 patrons. It contains
35,000 volumes as well ag
an extensiye tape and
disk collection_ and a new
cable TV system.

CULTURAL CENTER
The Brea Civic Cultural Center looks empty now, butnotthis  the open house today through Saturday, Sept. 26.
week. Employees and city officials are busy getting ready for s - (News-Times photo by Kathy McDonald)

—_ S AIA [r A Pye L3 =0 = Q) mme ) g sy
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Cultural
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of

OPEN HOUSE
Nayor Melvin Le Baron welcomes everyone 1o the Brea Civic

r Open House, today through Saturday, Sepl. .| conference
artgallery, theater, library; council chambers; - :F«.

police department, television studio, school district offices,

training 822 and City Hall will .be n_<w= each

BREA — The County’s
newest library takes a
step into the future this
Friday, Sept. 25, when

| county and city officials

dedicate the Brea Branch
at 5:30 p.m. The new
facility is located on the

. first floor of the City of

Brea Civic Cultural

. Center at 401 South Brea
“ Boulevard.

~
The 10,000 square foot
library reopened . its
doors, Aug. 25 after
moving from its previous
facility in downtown
Brea. It is being officially
dedicated a month later
to coincide with its 60th
opening anniversary.

Supervisor Bruce
Nestande will be the
featured speaker of the
ceremony. Mayor of
Brea, Melvin J. LeBaron,
will also speak and
County Librarian
Elizabeth Martinez Smith
will serve as master of
ceremonies. The Brea-
Olinda High School Band

S o /\&vam@m,‘wwr

meﬂ mazmm

SER 23,173/

will also vo..na:u Ez_&
the direction of 0»3«—.9.
Malotte.

~At 3:30 p.m. Bwp n»«;
there will be a special
60th Birthday Party for
children. The party will
feature OCeePiel the
dragon, a puppet show,
balloons, and refresh-
ments.

In addition to its
children’s section, the
library features a
modern motif.
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modern appearance. Thej
library has compute
systems to provide timely
business and financiall 3
information as well as ; ¥
access to a Bibliographic i B
Retrieval Service on a

wide variety of subjects.

Brea branch library|
annually checks ou < - i =g s
92,000 items for its almos: § 3 . ’
6200 patrons. It contains |
35,000 volumes as well as
-an extensive tape and
disk collection, and a new
cable TV system.. .

'wa Tribune Photo by Jess Andresen Jr.
BEAUTY AND MONSTER — That's the Book Monster with San-
dra Casteel, 6, of Brea, during festivities yesterday at the dedica-
tion ceremony and 60th anniversary of the Brea Branch, Orange

County Library. The library is lacated in the divic Cultural
Center.
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FUTURE PARAMEDICS? — Mark Kramer, Bre
Bauich some of the life saving equimpment.

S 2 giic, Shows Benry Martinaz and Tin PUCKER UP — The dragon blushes from the attention of the official Miss Brea, Cathy

McAuley.

FASCINATING — James Parker, batalion chief for the Brea

3! E >, B . | B
fire department shows Chris Hlebert some of the fire equimp- ~ CHAMBER MIXER — Many residents were on hand to cele-
Imont. brate the festivities at the open house.
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MOUTH WATERING — Food was plentiful at the C%NQ dedication.

@30 | Cultural Center Leads City Into Future B

PN s

»This building is I ded to become the .-.omw— poi ] e
W“_m_%ﬁwoﬁhﬂﬂup and participation’’said Brea ﬂ.ﬁ!ﬂm:&ﬂ-&mﬁeﬂo—oﬂ =y _wga—now ;
“ﬂ-.—”:i»w. involvement there was. Wﬂ—-iﬂ:@@&“—wﬁ: th.& T atciua
i i 1 PTA, and women of the Moose 3
i E-“WM—..MM-.@ food was available at the o—-w.-s_umn -:-Ww.—..nw it Bors ok band
o<w~‘=-—.”wm.nww was spotlighted School District Day 1”2— -w—.wm”- in hool
in full force. The biggest turnout was T

ﬁnﬂ”nﬂm—”ﬂﬂ”ﬂh .-pﬁMMM—- birthday party A&n—.. a live puppet show for kids in
afternoon. Later city offi L

i i t and en \ s
b :oﬁmﬂﬂﬂﬁwl Tracy neck and neck :-.e-n—__c.ﬁn M—-——@nﬂﬂﬂﬂ#ﬁ
I—-:—M:EMM.WM—MM& Tracy cheated, they were racing on mopeds. All in
-.E..

Cultural Center Open House was a success. Photos, text by Kathy McDonald

LIBRARY DEDICATION — Brea Mayor Melvin LeBaron and city officials were on to hand to
dedicate the Brea Library.

nt for a new direction toward

QeEP 30,7198/
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Dedication Friday

BREA — The Brea Branch Library takes a step
into the future Friday when local officials dedicate
Orange County’s newest facility at 5:30 p.m.

Moving to the first floor of the civic - cultural
center, the library reopened its doors Aug. 25 after
shutting down the previous facility on Brea
Boulevard.

The 10,000 square ft. library is being officially
dedicated a month later to coincide with the 60th
anniversary of library service to Brea.

Supervisor Bruce Nestande, Mayor Mel LeBaron
and county Librarian Elizabeth Martinez - Smith
will be on hand during the ceremonies.

‘Additionally, the Brea - Olinda High School Band
will perform under the direction of Cameron
Malotte. X

Children, and the young at heart, are invited to a
speciallibrary birthday party at 3:30 p.m. featuring

OCeePiel — the dragon, a puppet show, balloons
and nm?.o.mram:”m. \

o A |
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WEDIN ENTERPRISES, INC,
1901 East Lambert Road, Suite 102 © La Mabra, Californ,
m (913) 694-8800  (714) 595.4047 SR

CALIFORNIA WAYNE D. WEDIN

PRESIDENT

CIVIC CULTURAL CENTER
Number One Civic Center Circle
Breo. Colifornia 92621

Telephone (714) 990-7600

BREA CIVIC CULTURAL CENTER

The 250,000 sq. ft. Brea Civic Cultural Center is an innovative
multi-use structure which includes a 6,800 sq. ft. gallery and
display space, a 199-seat performing arts theater, a County
1ibrary facility, a full-color television studio, a 350-seat
community meeting room, an executive conference/training center,
City Council meeting chambers, local School District offices,
all City offices, and rental office space. The building was
designed by architects John Carl Warnecke and Dan Dworsky and
is impressive in appearance, as well as diversified in function.

The Civic Cultural Center complex consists of five levels and
slopes downward from the project site to the Brea Mall and the
Orange Freeway. The first level provides public parking for 179
vehicles, and elevators to serve the building.

The second level contains staff service functions, such as storage
and purchasing, a print shop, and receiving docks. Common mech-
anical and electrical equipment is located on this level, as well
as theater storage and Police detention facilities, staff lockers,
and Police shift report rooms. Parking for 92 vehicles is avail-
able on this level. For the first time, all of the Tity's communi-
cations and alarm facilities can be coordinated in one location on
this level.

The third or plaza level contains space for cultural functions
grouped around an open atrium. A major piece of art is planned
for the future, with private funding expected. A combined City
Council/School Board meeting room can seat 100 persons, and is
equipped with the latest audio-visual -support systems. The room
can double as a commercial meeting space and cultural presentation
area. At the request of the City Council, design of this meeting
space places the public on a level higher than the elected offi-
cials and staff, thereby eliminating the traditional judicial
atmosphere found in many public meeting locations.

A museum/gallery space with 6,800 square feet for traveling exhi-
bits is part of this third floor area. The City is very proud of
this Gallery, and it has been professionally designed to house
high security exhibits. The Gallery is a member of the Western

.. s + o Wmore



Association of Art Museums, and is located immediately adjacent
to 24-hour Police protection within the Center. It is equipped
with the latest security and control systems, including an intry
sion alarm system, a temperature and lighting control system, a )
limited access system (one public entrance and exit), and meets
all fire standards. Professional staff to ensure the safe hang-
ling and protection of all exhibit materials is available.

A performing arts theater for dramatic performances, dances, cgo
certs and recitals is also located on the third level, This,then-
seats 199 and has a complete stage area. It provides an area foai'cer
Little Theater productions, including TV shows, concerts, publicr
meeting space, civic presentations and conferences. The theater
has a complete range of state of the art media capabilities, sych
as large rear projection screens for scenery, control room &ith
sound and lighting board, 35mm slide rear projection, and a soung
reinforced system.

A County library and the public Police offices are also located
on the third floor. A one-stop public convenience counter is
provided, which makes it possible for business to be conducted
with the City with maximum ease at one location. A future pedes-
trian bridge will physically connect the Plaza to the Brea Mall.

Oon the fourth floor are space provided for School District Adminis-
trative offices; an executive conference/training center, which
seats 65 and is equipped with specially designed audio-visual
training aids; and space available for lease until required for
future City expansion. A community meeting room and adjacent
catering kitchen are also on this level. A 4,000 sq. ft. video
area with a full-color television studio are located on this
floor. This area is dedicated to audio/visual use capable of
producing high-quality film and video tapes and provides high-
quality audio/visual support. Included in this area are over

600 feet of video studio space, adjacent video rooms, photographic
dark rooms and "state of the art" video lighting.

The fifth floor of the building is devoted exclusively to City
operations.

The approximate cost for construction of the Civic Cultural Center
was $16,000,000 and was made possible through the issuance of
lease revenue bonds. There is no tax assessment or bonded debt
levied against the residents of this complex.

The uniqueness of the shared spaces increases, when it is rea-
lized that this total package of 250,000 square feet is located
on the site of the Brea Mall which brings over twelve to fifteen

million people a year into the community from all over Southern
California.

For further information, contact Wayne Wedin, City Manager, (714)
990-7995. ; .

/82



r;:T' . For Raditional Information
Contact: Management Office
(714) 529-495]1

Nnewrs release

401 S. Brea Boulevard Brea, Califomia 92621

February 7, 1977

DWORSKY~-WARNECKE SELECTED TO DESIGN
UNIQUE BREZ CIVIC-CULTURAL CENTER

The City of Brea has selected@ Los Angeles Architect
LCaniel Dwersky and Jack Warnecke of New York to design its

new ané unigue Civie-Cultural Center.

To be located on four acres of land that is part of the
Homart-Development-Company-sponsorad Rzgional Shopping Center
known as the Brea Mail, the project will be physically con-
nected to the Mall itself by means of a totally enclosed
pedestrian ccnnectcer.

The unusual goverrnmental structure will provide offica
space for City operations, School District functions, a major
librsry, Little Theater and CATV Studio, Art Gallery, Museum,
ané community meeting rooms. The structure is anticipated
to include square feet of area and sguare
feet of parking garage.

2ccording to the Erea City Council, the project provides
an unvsual opportunity for governwmental agencies to avoid
duplication of facilities while responding to the important
nzeds of the community.

Both Dworsky and Warnecke agree that the Brea project
provides a valuable chance for a major contributicn to be mace
in the provisicn of'governmental services and the molding of

n2w City Center forms.

Enclosure
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February 7, 1997

DWORSKY— .
WORSKY-WARNECKE SELECTED TO DESIGN

UNIQUE BREa CIVIC-CULTURAL CENTER

The Cit
City of Brea has selected Los Angeles Architect

Danilel X
Dworsky and Jack Warnecke of New York to design its

new and unigue Civie-Cultural Center.

- To be located on four_acres of land that is part of the
ﬂomart—Deve1opment—Company-sponsored Regional Shopping Center
known as the Brea Mail, the project will be physically con-
nected to the Mall itself by means of a totally enclosed
pedestrian connecte:.

The unusual governmental structure will provide offica
space for City operations, School District functions, a major
library, Little Theater and CATV Studio, Art Gallery, Museum,
and community meeting rooms. The structure is anticipated
to include square feet of area and sguare

feet of parking garage.

2ccording to the EBrea City Council, the project provides
an unvsual opponrtunity for governmental agencies to avoid
duplication of facilities while responding to the important

needs of the community.

Both Dworsky and Warnecke agree that the Brea project
- provides a valuable chance for a major contribution to be macde
in the provisicn of governmental services and the molding of

..n2w City Center forms..

Enclosure . r
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. Cattoon character collag’e,
Joins parade into the 80’s
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On March 22, the com-
munity of Brea will be
celebrating the Dedication of
the new Brea Civlc{Cullurnl
Center. The frstivnllcls will
begin at 10 am with a
community parade The
parade route begins near the

AR

munity organizations, many
local businesses will
represented in the parade,

be on hand, and the bronze
plaques that will be mounted |
on the building will be un- ; i

veiled Music for the
ceremony will be supplied by

the Brea-Olinda High School r
Band and the St. Angela
Meriel Church Choir, |

namely, McDonald's Ronald
McDonald, the Der
Wienerschnitzel Dog, plug
other Brea based businesses
In total, over 70 different
- Printed hand-out
malerfals and information
on the building and up-
coming events will be
available to everyone at the
ceremony, and after the
dedication program
refreshments will be served.
The entire day will be
filled with memorable
events that no Brea citizen
will want tomiss.

After the ceremony,
transportation will be
provided from the

Civic/Cultural Center back
through the parade route.

To help celebrate the
Dedication of the new
Civic/Cultural Center, on
Sunday, March 23, from 7 | -
p.m. to 10 p.m., there will be |
an "“Evening of Fine Arts,"”
hosted by the Brea Mall and
the City of Brea. Among the
events to be enjoyed at the
Brea Mall that night will be
an Ice Skating Show, with
music performed by the
Society for the Preservation
of Big Bands, a dance per-
formance by the Momentum
Dance Company, a Brea
History Exhibit, and an Art

R 3 - b b
IN THE PARADE - Carl Sterlachini displays 65 MPG Star
Crest Romer he designed and manufactured in his
goarage. Romer ond two other Carl creations will ride
in the parade Saturday. (News-Times photo by Susan Gaede)

old City Hall and ends at the
Civic/Cultural Center.

The Grand Marshal for the
parade will be Mayor
Teodoro Esparza, Mayor of
Lagos de Moreno, Jalisco,
Mexico, Brea's Sister City,
with Disneyland’s Mickey
and Minnie Mouse as the
parade's special children's
guest.

Many community clubs
will be participating in the
parade, such as the Brea
Sister City Committee,
Forever Young Club, TLC,
Brea Glenbrook
Homeowner’s  Association,
the Brea High School and
Junior High School Bands,
the Boy Scouts and Girl
Scouts, the Brea Women's
Club, the Kiwanis Club, Brea
totary Club, and many
rther service organizations,

In addition to the com-

applications ranging from
antique cars to equestrian
riders have been designed to

Show by the renowned
contemporary artist, Joan
Miro, courtesy of the Towne
Plaza Gallery.

The exhibit will be located
in front of Towne Plaza
Gallery in the Nordstrom
Court. The public is invited
to attend the entire evening

TR

give all Brea residents, free of charge.
service organizations and | _‘ )
merchants a chance to k-‘?«“
participate in a community

activity and show the true i il pac’flc cnpplngs

spiritof ‘Good Old Brea,”
Following the parade at 12 : _

Noon will be the Dedication ;- -

ceremony for the

Civic/Cultural Center. The | NEWS TIMES

ceremony will be held at the Weekly

building and parking will be MAR

available in the Brea Mall 20 1980

parking lot.

The ceremony will include
a presentation of the color by
ghe National Guard,
femarks by Mayor Sal F.
Gambina and Congressman
Dannemeyer, and a raising
of the flags ceremony. Also,
many distinguishedy mem-
bers of the community will

On March 22, the City of
Brea will be celebrating lheK
dedication of the new
Civic/Cultural Center, The
day will begin with a
Community Parade, and we
encourage everyone in the
community to come out and
march along. It is a chance
for all local residents, clubs
and organizations to have
some funand be in a parade!

. Following the Parade at
noon will be the dedication
ceremonies for the new
Civic/Cultural Center.:

That Saturday evening a
barbecue for our Brea Sister
City, Lagos de Moreno,
~Jalisco, Mexico, will be held

P Y

post offlce box 11789
santaanag,callf, 92711

dedication \

.Parade kicks off -

~
at the El Rodeo Riding CE):
in Carbon Canyon. Tickets
are -$10-each and can be
purchased by calling 529-
4951, Ext. 260. ;

On Sunday, March 23, the
Brea Mall will be having
“‘An Evening of Fine Arts”
from 7 p.m. to 10 pm, Ad-
mission is free and it will be
an evening of good music, an
Ice Show with beautiful art

'exhibits, and also a dance

program.

So put those dates down on
your calendar, and we look
forward to seeing you at the
Parade/Dedication Cerem-
onies, and an Evening of =
Fing/Arts.
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BOXED IN are the Friends of the Brea Library. The boxes represent the array of books available to the
~nmmunity. Below, Tiny Tot Preschool teams up with Brea TLC to show the community age span.

e,

Troop 1230

__rleidi Housnan, ._o. of Girl moo.... a : o SRS
gﬂm._.w pE L 1o ﬁn_ thia g | QFFICIATING and supervising the parade are (from | eft) Telecom-
| munications supervisor Charlie Klobe, City Manager 53.:0 Wedin
and Assistant City Manager Terry Belanger. 003_0_00 with flags,
pins and suits, Wedin and Belanger watched as more than 1,300
residents participated in the parade. \
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Breans Put Heart Into Celebrating

Viglg AR

“WHO'S THAT?” James Hogan, 22, calls out. A friendly hello !
from \ t
B sle ¥Tie epciher, Ronal) MeDaneld, steps.dhaeorated A WARM HUG from Grand Marshal Minnie Mouse means every-
thing to a young girl. Children screamed and jumped up and down
on street curbs as Minnie and her sidekick — Mickey — made a trip
from Disneyland to be in Brea’s Civic-Cultural Center parade
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.m.ﬂ?‘ﬂ!i Photo by Chris Au)
AND AWAY THEY GO — While two children wave goodbye to
7 their favorite entry, Rotarians Doug Tripp (in wheelbarrow), Alan
West (pushing) and Ron Isles greet parade onlookers who came out

on a sunny morning to dedicate a civic center.




On March 22, the com-
munity of Brea will be
celebrating the Dedication of
the new Brea Civic/Cultural
Center. The festivities will
begin at 10 a.m. with a
community parade. The
parade route begins near the

old City Hall and ends at the
Civic/Cultural Center.

The Grand Marshal for the
parade will be " Mayor
Teodoro Esparza, Mayor of
Lagos de Moreno, Jalisco,
Mexico, Brea’s Sister City,
with Disneyland’s Mickey
and Minnie Mouse as the
parade’s special children’s
guest.

Many community -clubs
will be participating in the
parade, such as the Brea
Sister City Committee,
Forever Young Club, TLC,
t#«Brea Glenbrook
h Homeowner’s  Association,

ROMER &)

IN THE PARADE - Carl Sterlachini displays 65 ;% S
Crest Romer he designed and manufactured i §

garage. Romer and two other Carl creations SAO :n._:.:m;w._dm. mrw%nvﬂwwowrhﬁ_
i rday. (News-Times photo by SusanGaed. g s
in the parade Saturday \ the Boy Scouts and Girl
Scouts, the Brea Women’s
Club, the Kiwanis Club, Brea
Rotary Club, and many
other service organizations.
In addition to the com-

NEWS TIMES
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Cartoon character ab&&m..ww |
Joins parade into the 80’s

munity
local busi

/MAR. 20,1980

ol e

#7
2

: 5 1 ,
organization§, many be on hand, and the bronze

will
represented in the |
namely, McDonald's.
McDonald, thel

Wienerschnitzel Dog,

be pl,
arade, pn the building will be un-
Ronald yeiled.
! Jm.. ceremony will be supplied g_. (
Plug the Brea-Olinda High Schoo!

other Brea based businesses. Band and the m%—.

that will be mounted

Music for the

Angela {

In total, over 70 differen’| Merici Church Choir. {

applications ranging from |

antique cars to equestrian
riders have been designed to
give all Brea residents,
service organizations and
merchants a chance to
participate in a community
activity and show the true
spirit of ““Good Old Brea.”

Following the parade at 12
Noon will be the Dedication
ceremony for the
Civic/Cultural Center. The
ceremony will be held at the
building and parking will be
available in the Brea Mall
parking lot. ]

The ceremony will include
a presentation of the color by
the National Guard,
femarks by Mayon Sal F.
Gambina and Congressman
Dannemeyer, and a raising
of the flags ceremony. Also,
many distinguished mem-
bers of the community will

\

Printed hand-out
materials and information
on the building and up-
coming events will be
available to everyone at the
ceremony, and after the
dedication program
refreshments will be served.

The entire day will be
filled with memorable
events that no Brea citizen
will want to miss.

After the ceremony,
transportation  will
provided from the
Civic/Cultural Center back J
through the parade route.

To help celebrate the
Dedication of the new

Civic/Cultural Center, on
Sunday, March 23, from 7
p.m. to 10 p.m., there will be
an “Evening of Fine Arts
hosted by the Brea Mall and
the City of Brea. Among the
events to be enjoyed at the
Brea Mall that night will be
an Ice Skating Show, with
music performed by the
Society for the Preservation
of Big Bands, a dance per-
formance by the Momentum
Dance Company, a Brea
History Exhibit, and an Art ||
Show by the renowned
contemporary artist, Joan
Miro, courtesy of the Towne
Plaza Gallery.

The exhibit will be locat
in front of Towne Pla
Gallery in the Nordstro
Court. The public invited|*
to attend the entire evening | (Star-Progress Phob

| ¥
B WELCOME — “Friends” is the message Brea Junior High School Spanish students are trying to convey t
visiting Lagos de Moreno officials, who will be grand marshals in the Civic - Cultural Center parad
Saturday. ,
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5! Wedin said the park is far from |
‘being completed according to its
plan, but said it is nearing |
e where it can be available |-
| { “‘controlled F! such as
City Manager ‘Wayne Wedin ex- g supervised youth
plained to the council that it is a amp on' %

ween $150,000 $200,000 for in-
to library space, &

"Wedin said it will be paid off by the
county through a 55-year lease.
gﬁqggﬁo
county paying abeut
month in its lease for the space,

responsible for the upkeep of the '
space and additional operating ex-

re-allocated money will be
taken from its previous designa-
tion for use to complete the city’s
Nike Missile Site park and to turn
the police station into a communi-
ty center when the police depart-

ment oves into the Civic-
Cultural Center.

on the third floor of the new
$14 million Brea civic-cul:
tural center to the county
for 55 years, at a cost of
about $600,000. \

The amount is what it
cost the city to construct
the facility, part of the five-
story center nearing com-
pletion adjacent to the Brea
Mall, according to Wedin.

The new library is pro-
posed to replace the exist-

ment represents a_conces-
the city. Instead of
the county putting up the
money for the library, the
city now is being asked to
use a portion of its revenue-
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By JOHN KILROY
News Tribune Writer

BREA — By re-allocating its
portions of county revenue sharing
fund, this city has successfully
negotiated a branch of the Orange
County Library system into its
$14.2 million Civic-Cultural
Center.

With Councilman Sam Cooper
&%m:n.:m the City Council ap-
proved a ‘‘conceptual” agreement
as to the Qa%m and the county’s
future actions in moving a library

into 10,000 square feet of the .

center.
The space has been reduced

from 13,000 square feet.

City Manager Wayne Wedin ex-
plained to the council that it is a
county policy that the county must
contribute $800,000 for a new
branch of its library system.

The procedure that the council
approved, which must also be ap-
proved by the Orange County
Board of Supervisors, involves
channelling revenue sharing funds
allocated by the county to Brea for
a park and a community center in-
1o a library account.

While the-eity-may pay for-bet-

ween $150,000 and $200,000 for in-

terior work to the library space,

Wednesday, April 2, 1980
Wedin said it will be paid off by the
county through a 55-year lease.

Preliminary estimates show the
county paying about $11.50 per
month in its lease for the space,
said Wedin. The county will be
responsible for the upkeep of the
space and additional operating ex-
penses such as utilities.

The re-allocated money will be
taken from its previous designa-
tion for use to complete the city’s
Nike Missile Site park and to turn
the police station into a communi-
ty center when the police depart-
ment moves into the Civic-
Cultural Center.

Section D
A total of $250,000 would be re-

! channelled from the 32-acre Nike

. park project and $150,000 from the
community center, said Wedin.
The city acquired the Nike site,
. located in the Puente Hills, from
the federal government for free.
'Wedin said the city will attempt to
maintain the free services of the
Seabees, who have |been
renovating the site, as welll as fin-
ding other alternatives to com-
plete the park.

Wedin said the park is far from

being completed according to its
master plan, but said it is nearing
the stage where it can be available

-

A

for ‘‘controlled use,” such as
allowing supervised youth

organizations to camp on the site.

Alternative ways will also be
sought to change the police station
into a community center or a
youth center, said Wedin, as well
as exploring existing facilities for

- _communities needs.

"“Along with the $400,000 in re-
allocated ‘revenue sharing funds
and the maximum $200,000 that
may be paid to the city through the
lease, Wedin said the county will
also contribute another $200,000 to
stock the library.

Cooper said he ewmm:aoa on the
vote not because he opposed the
library, but because he wanted a

survey of registeredvotersin Brea -
conducted to see if they approved -

of the re-allocationof funds.
He attacked Councilman Carrey

_..vqnq< Branch Is meo:.imm _“o.. Brea

_Nelson’s m:E.S_A of the BmmmE.m,

quoting a campaign statement by
Nelson that his top priority was the
conversion of the poljce station in-
to a youth nmnno-.

““Things oumbmm mbmﬂmnma
Nelson, adding that- he still sup-
ports the %onnw center concept but

that he’d “like to see the library
more so.””

In other action, the council ap-
proved spending almost $17,000 to
acquire an easement from Shell
Oil Co. for a sewer in Carbon Ca-
nyon.

Although the issue of an assess-
ment district as a means of financ-
ing the sewer has not been finaliz-
ed, City Attorney James Markman
said that the city was legally re-
quired to secure all right-of-ways
vmmonm the public hearing on ..wu_.n
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0C, Brea Concur On Funding

Lit’fr”ary- Agreement Reached

o miqaled o

SANTA ANA — Brea and
Orange County officials
Wednesday tema!tivelly
reached a long-sought solu-
tion to the funding of a new
library.

Approved in concept by
the board of supervisors,
the. proposal calls for the
transfer of $400,000 in feder-
al revenue-sharing funds
from two other projects in
the city to the county li-

brary branch.

An additional $200,000 —
making a total of $600,000
available for the library —
would be provided from
other sources, subject to
negotiation of a lease
agreement between the city
and the county for the
10,000-square-foot facﬂlty,

Brea city manager Way-

' Wedin said he hopes'to
reise a suite for the library

Tt

on the third floor of the new
$14 million Brea civie-cu-
sgﬂ center to the county
85 years, at a cost of

about $600,000,
* The amount is what it
cost the city to construct
the facility, part of the five.
story center nearing com-
pletion adjacent to the Brea
all, according to Wedin)
The new library is pro-
to replace the exist-

E e s L T

ng 3,100-square-foot facij.

ty located ip a Brea

Boulevard storefront since
1972. =

FormersupervisorRalph ]

Diedrich reportedly had
promised the city that
funds would be available
for a new library, but the
pledge never 8ot beyond a
verbal agreement and no
money ever has been
eted

If the new Brea branch js

" funded, the county would be

™~

.l

responsible for staffing and
equipping the library,
County librarian Elizabeth
Martinez-Smith said she
does not anticipate the neyw
branch will require addi-
tional staff because em-
ployees currently working
at the Brea library would
be shifted to the new
facility.
Wedin said the agree-
ment a conces-
:l:n by the city. Instead of
county putting up the
money for the library, the

; City now is being asked to ;
* use a portion of its revenue- HEE i
|han'nzf|lnd8. HRL RS T H
The money would come [am

from federal funds previ-
ously allocated to a park
project o. a Nike missile
site and rouovation of a
community . .

But Wedin said the city
might be able to go ahead

agreement on funding for
the library will depend .on

. Whether the city and county

can agree on the terms of a
lease.

T
-
okl



k

b 1
3

i

|

" New Brea Center

pacific clippings

Fullerton, Cal.
NEWS-TRIBUNE
(Daily) MAY 6 1980

Supervisors OK

TS5

SANTA ANA — The Orange County Board of Super-
visors has placed its stamp of approval for a library in
the new Brea Civic-Cultural Center.

It allocated $600,000 in a one-time payment to move

. a library into 10,000 square feet in the center for 55

Mayor Don Fox, who attended the board meeting to-
day, said, “I think that this is the culmination of many
years of work of elected officials in Brea and their ef-
forts to improve the quality of life for the residents of
the community.”’ 1 .

City Manager Wayne Wedin said the idea for
library in the center first arose in 1971.

Negotiations between the county and city appeared
to falter in the transition between Ralph Diedrich and
Edison Miller in the 3rd district seat on the Board of
Supervisors. ‘

Fox thanked Miller for his leadership, the county
staff for its cooperations and the rest of the board for
its support.

He said it was unusual for such a large expenditure

%

T

=

- to be approved when it was not provided for in this .

year’s budget” ¥

Wedin said the actual financial commitment from
the county is about $800,000 because of money already
budgeted that will be spent for such things as more

Of the county’s allocation, $400,000 will come from
) federal revenue-sharing money already approved
from two Brea projects.
| " The money will be removed from accounts to
__ develop the Nike missile site park and changing the
. police station into a community center when the
! police move to the new center. '
77 Wedin said the two projects are still being pursued
by the city, although alternative funding machanisms
are needed. ) .

w
L
ﬂ

i
|

il o S L |

«

|

. o

Ukds

L i B0 0 B Ao di iy Stadiasibsiatinsiadib S S it

DAILY STAR PROGRESS
Brea/La _Ior:u 350
APR 1 7 1980

ST

PR

STORMY OUTLOOK — The Brea Civic-Cultural Center was origi-
nally scheduled to open in March, but with rains and construction “
setbacks, city officials are crossing their fingers in hopes of moving

in the facility by mid or late June.
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Bré&a Leads Nation With Civic/ Cultural Cent

tural Center that is starting to take
shape at 800 E. Birch St.

“Brea is the only city in the United
States that we know of to attempt
this innovative idéa,” Sal Gambina,
Brea's mayor, said. The idea is to

By RUTH RYON

| Brea has been getting a face lift for
some time, but now it's due for a

| heart transplant.

| Theold city hall, a historically sig-

_ZZO<>.-._<M IDEA — Artist’s conception of Brea Civic/Cultural Center und

nificant site, probably will continue to

be used “for some kind of public pur--
pose,” Wayne D. Wedin, city mana- .

ger, said. But in March or April, local
government activities will be concen-
trated in the $14-million Civic/Cul-

combine community and commercial
activities in one building in the town
center, a concept Wedin says has
been “built and nurtured for 10 to 15

years.”

er way at 800 E. Birch St. Completion is slated in early w_u_.:.é.

have been _.E,BZ&

er Concept

* 000-square-foot Civic/Cultural

....... i
olready in residence.

) ween

Ty s e rELehi Wl is Winier gay. 1he fok®e s nd

Wi
—different mayors, different cily:
councils,” he said. “We wanted to
establish a regional presence. THé:
cultural center is one part of that at-"
tempt.” it
Once a sleepy little town surround-
ed by orange groves and oil company;
land, Brea has been focusing on com-;
mercial .and industrial growth. The
town center, near the Orange Free-
way, is the result.

- It features the Brea Mall, a 1-mif<"
lion-square-foot regional * shopping.
center that will be connected to the; -
Civic/Cultural Center by a pedestrian
bridge; a - financial complex withs
banks and savings and loan institu-*
tions; two - specialty European res:,-
taurants, 2 million square feet of in--
dustrial development that is in the’
process of being built, a 125-acre park-
and plans for what Wedin S::m.,,a...
“Class A" hotel with 250 rooms.  #'2

1t will be built adjacent to the 270,>>'
om_mvu
ter, which-will include city offices, a-
13,000-square-foot library, a 200-seat”
theater, a 60-seat executive confers:

e

Please Turn to Page 14, Col. 1.

NEW BREA CIVI

Contmued from First Page

ence training center, a 6,500-square-
ifoot art gallery/exhibit space associ-
iated with the Museum of Science and
Industry in Los Angeles, a city-oper-
w:.a television studio, space for cul-
“tural functions and two increments of
foffice space, each 5,000 square feet in
'size and available for lease through
‘the Orange County office of Grubb
‘and Ellis Commercial Brokerage Co.
‘Expected to be completed with the
‘dedication of the city offices in

| March, the space for lease will be

itailored to users who need to display
their products.
i A 125-seat council chamber also

will be situated in the center. It will -

W_m used for meetings of the city coun-
kcil, board of education and the plan-
ming commission. “We think it’s un-
iwise to have each body in a different
place,” Wedin said. “If it's worth-
jwhile to be economical in our ap-
proach, we thought why can't this be

done?
small
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~ . New city hall, -

changes mark s i

v x|

7)6 By GISELA MEIER t
News Tribune Writer a

BREA — For this city, 1980 has been a year of tran- s
sitions, marking the beginning of a new chapter in the
clty's story. . d

Along with a new location for City Hall, the year T
brought a change in Brea's leadership and a shift in p;, | . PR e e e
st © the focus of city government to reflect the reality and N :
o needs of the new decade. a:

emse) opening of the new Civic-Cultural Center, the product
of more than 10 years of planning. - 2
The new structure is the realization of a dream to
create a real city center where government and 1
educational offices are united alongside cultural
facilities, with financial, office and shopping centers It
located nearby. e
The $14.2 million building, designed for flexibility n
and efficient use of space,will accommodate expan-
ding City Hall offices as Brea grows to its maximum al -
population of 60,000 to 80,000 people. — e _
TESESTEES . Meanwhile, the extra space will be leased to private
businesses, to offset the cost of operating the building.
The structure is also a monument to the cooperation
among local agencies for the efficient use of tax

" funds. ¢ o :

In addition to City Hall, the administrative center
for the Brea-Olinda Unified School District has moved —

“ Into the building. The school board will share the oo

w+e council chambers and other facilities with the city to :

- avoid duplication of expenses. . .

: ‘“The cooperation and coordination that is possible -

TITTITTTIR now is something we've never had before,” said City . S

Manager Wayne Wedin.

When the police department moves into the building
during February, the city will consolidate its com.
munications system for police, fire and government
vehicles, again elminating unnecessary duplication.

The Brea Branch Library is expected to move into
the building sometime during the spring. -

w<iuia o With the center’s art gallery already showing its '

; " third exhibit, and the theater opening in January, the '

~ w0 structure will emerge as a true cultural center, not .

‘=7 only for Brea but for the entire surrounding region,
said Wedin,

But the big-city look of the Civic Cultural Center
doesn’t mean an end to the small-town atmosphere
that Brea cherishes, said Mayor Don Fox. Instead,
the building will provide a new focal point for the ci-
ty’s activities. N

“The important thing is to bring Brea of the past
along with Brea of the future,” said Fox. “You can’t
run out of friendship, goodwill, trust, helping people
out.” )

1980 was also an election year. In April, councilmen
Sam Cooper and Carrey Nelson were replaced by Ron
Isles and Norma Hicks.

~ “Ithink we have a good, strong council,” said Fox.

“They are intelligent and motivated. They are
thinkers and doers.”

el _ Foxsaid the city couldn’t have found a better group puw

E——— to guide the community through its current period of

transition from a rapidly developing city to a finan-

cial and cultural leader in the North Orange County

area.

With a solidly established financial base, the city

can now turn its attention to more people-oriented ac-

tivities, such as park development, programs for [4.. e dhdedaip i i : i

*- " youth and senior citizens and maintenance of existing . ' o

* facilities. v ! ;
The council has developed a long-range programof * - . o Ernethgts
action — Communication '80s — that reflects this shift e .

:‘:min emphasis from physical development to " e
humanistic development.

The purpose of Communication '80s, said Wedin, is
to assure that life enjoyment and the quality of life in
Brea continue to improve at a time when other com-
munities are becoming less desirable,

The council also recognizes the next decade will
mean decreasing funds and shrinking energy
resources for the city. ¢ ¥y

The council hopes to prepare for the future by in-
creasing the communication between the public and
city government and by encouraging volunteerism,

Major construction in the city dropped off during
1980, with new building valuation for the first 11 mon-
ths of this year falling more than $12 million below
that for the same time last year. ’

The last large area of Brea yet to be developed is

\,‘_

The most obvious transition for the city was the oy . — . RS
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Problems fade in new city offices

\0 a<n.mm_.>_sm_ma .
mJ,.U News Tribune Writer

BREA — It was a change from old to new, from lit-
tle to big, from homeyness to elegance. .

But for city employees the move from the old City
Hall on Brea Boulevard to the new Civic-Cultural
Center next to- the Brea Mall apparently was a
welcome change.

About 75 staffers moved into the top floor of the
$14.2 million civic center two months ago.

They encountered a few problems. With the interior
not quite complete, they had to work around construc-
tion crews.

Lighting in some work areas was inadequate. One
section of the roof leaked during a recent rain. In the
midst of cooking breakfast in the staff kitchen, some
employees found themselves without electricity.

During the first few weeks it wasn’t unusual for an
employee or visitor to get lost in the large building.

And there have been a few adventures on the occa-
sionally erractic elevators. Y

But the employees have taken it all in stride.

‘I guess everyone’s sense of humor came through,”
said Susan Farrel, a clerk typist for the community
services department.

‘The public, which suffered some confusion with the
new quarters, generally has accepted the change with

a good attitude, although some residents miss the old
City Hall.

““It was hectic at first, but it’s getting much better,” :

said Mardine Bibler, business tax clerk.

The new City Hall is approximately wedge-shaped.
In the center of the wedge are the administrative of-
fices, with other departments arranged on either side.

In one point of the wedge is the fire department, and
the police administration is headquartered in the op-
posite point. .

Department heads and City Council members have
enclosed, glass-paneled rooms along the outside of the
building, but there are few permanent walls in the of-
fice. The space is divided by 5-foot-tall, cloth-lined,

portable panels arranged to create a separate little of-
fice for each employee. A

A tall person walking through the office can see an
occasional head popping up from amidst the panels,
but short people disappear into the maze altogether.
Some employees say they have learned to recognize

2 woov_n by the tops of the heads.

| These spacious modern accommodations are quite
a change from the small, crowded quarters at the old
City Hall.

{ ““The old place was so cramped we were practically
working on top of each other,” said personnel aide
Donna Rhine. “That created a family feeling that
we're adjusting to being without.”

Employees who previously worked in one of the
trailer annexes at the old City Hall enjoy being under
the same roof with the rest of the staff.

“We're more of a whole now — a complete team,’’
said Vi Holman, secretary to the director of communi-
ty services.

Several employees remarked that the added
privacy will increase the efficiency of the city
employees.

However, the office nooks have created some
telephone confusion since it is difficult to determine

whose phone is ringing when an employee is away

from his or her desk.

“‘When someone else’s phone is ringing, you have to
run around and try to figure out which phone to
answer,” said Maxine Garrett, payroll accounting
technician for the finance department. By the time
you get to the right phone the call’s been transferred.
It gets frustrating sometimes.”

Some of the employees also have had frustrating
moments on the elevators, although the fire depart-
ment staff doesn’t like to talk about that.

Early in December, a representative from the
Dover Elevator Co. visited City Hall to show the fire
department how to override the operation of the
elevators in case of a fire.

“stuck between floors, where it was impossi

IWith the representative wﬂ.—ﬂg eight
of the fire department on board, the elevator.

escape to either level. . 3 2
Luckily, one firefighter was carrying a por "
rddio. He contacted another firefighter on the outside,
o contacted an elevator repairman. In about a half
hour the captives were freed. : o,
Emnn was not exactly a fulfilling experience,”” com-
\ented fire prevention officer Bud Moody, one of the .
captives. : piel = o g
ter that same day, Moody and Assistant City
ager Terry Belanger were trapped for 10 minutes
when an elevator door refused to open completely at
second level.
emarked Belanger, “It needed some additional
adjustment.” £ s P
n the positive side, Moody pointed out that the fire
department’s elevated headquarters, with windows
facing both north and south, has proved to be a good
fire lookout. At least three alarms recently originated
atithe civic center, he said.
ida Renta, who spends half her.day at the informa-
tion desk in the middle of the office, said she has
heard many compliments about the civic center.
‘Everyone says how beautiful the building is. They
they're thrilled about the architecture,” she said.
any students and other shutterbugs bring their
cameras to the top floor to take pictures on a clear
day, she said. The building has also been used as a
backdrop for fashion photography.

\rE.ocm# City Hall seems somewhat stark at the
moment, it isn’t complete yet.

The city is waiting for its new set of graphics, that
will identify each office space and provide directional
signs for the public, said Pat McCarron, maintenance
services director.

¢“Everything will be color-keyed for each depart-
ment,”” he said.

There also will be more interior decoration, in-
cluding potted plants, he said.
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“.  Center Work
Began Betfore Plan OK

By T.R. HONAN |
DSP Staff Writer

BREA — With one member
dissenting, the Brea Planning
Commission approved the pre-
cise development plans for the
construction of the city’s civic -
cultural center, as part of its
meeting Tuesday night.

Commissioner Ron Isles ex-
pressed his disapproval of the

" fact the project was already un-
derway. As normal procedure,
precise development plans are
placed before the planning
commission before work on the
project is begun. No reason was
given for the deviation from the
norm with the civic - cultural
center plans.

Three other actions before the
commission dealt with a prop-
osed 70 - unit condominium pro-
ject, to'be located on Brea

' Boulevard, immediately north of
the junior high. Commissioners
passed all the actions unanim-
ously, after some debate on the
installation of television hook -
ups and sound proofing.

Commissioners directed the
developer to provide for at least
two alternative television sys-
tems, one being a cable televi-
sion system and the other either
a central antenna or rooftop an-
tennas for each individual unit.

Commissioners had toyed with
the idea of requiring only one
system, the cable televisionhook
-up, but that idea was opposed by
Chairman William Vazzana, who
said, “if we use only cable we are

- subsidizinghe cable company.”’.
Ron Isles concurred, saying, “It
isn’t right to mandate that people
pay the monthly fee to the cable

company.” The added cost of .

providing two alternative sys-
* tems “is’not that large,” Isles

said. ;

In other action, the commis-
sion voted 3 - 2 not to approve an
amendment to the recently pas-:
sed condominium conversion or-:
dinance. Commissioners John
Sutton and Ken Witt cast the yes
votes. The amendment would
have required garages under liv-
ing units to service only those
units immediately above them
and was suggested by City Coun-
cilman Don Fox at a recent City
Council meeting.

Vazzana said he felt the
- amendment ‘“‘should not be re-
quired”, adding that ‘“‘not that
many units are involved.”
Apartment units built after the
ordinance was passed must
comply with all of its require-
ments, but units already built
~ have more leeway

\

in front yard setbacks for any
length of time.

The commission’s action
would allow such vehicles to be
parked in front yard setbacks for
a period not to exceed 24 hours
within a 30 day period. This

would allow owners to clean, load
and service their vehicles.
Commissioner Isles and Witt

‘voted against the motion, with
"Isles saying the action would

“open the floodgates" for ex-

tended parking in such areas.
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35" CITY GREETS ANEW BUSINESS
Dr. J. Dennis Lewis hosted ribbon cutting ceremonies at his new dental office located at 410 W. Central

Ave. in Brea, Pictured above is Dr. Lewis, Mayor Sam Cooper, Carolyn Lewis, Karen Davidson, War-

w
{;l:“ bzes(:?map and Henry. Adfonlzlo of fh.e Brea Ch{mber of Commerce. Seated is Miss Brea, Novely
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By T.R. HONAN night a resolution okay- farm for Union oil. B
DSP Staff Writer ing the annexation of ap- The property, bounded L

BREA — The City proximately 130 acres of by Puente on the west h
Council approved last land, formerly the tank Central on the north, fo
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Who Owns City Hall?

Just \ho are the real owners of
the new Brea Civic - Cultural
Arts Center? No one is really
sure. It all depends who’s doing
the talking. The bureaucrats of
Brea, who forcibly extracted or
will extract some $20 million
from business and private citi-
zens in the city to pay for the con-
crete monstrosity across from
Brea - Olinda High School, have
their own ideas.

Members of the Brea art
community have their ideas. And
the two don’t jibe.

The bureaucrats, though giv-
ing lip service to the center being
built by the people of Brea for the
people of Brea, are giving pre-
ference to outsiders when it
comes to using the center’s art

gallery.

i

Sl

And maybe the outsiders, who‘

are county residents, do have a
stake in the center, since county
(tax) funds are being used to help
foot the construction costs.

Brea artists are protesting be- |

cause they say they are being re-

legated to a small corner of the
‘center to display their wares.

Outside groups, the artists say,
are being given preferential
treatment for use of the huge art

gallery.
Perhaps the city bureaucrats

could have avoided all this’

muddy water by being satisfied

with what they had at the old city -

hall on Brea Boulevard. The old

city hall would certainly had . |

been spacious enough had not the
Brea bureaucracy grown so
much over the years. But that S
another story.

wery
.

|
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Young
Americans

Ip Breq?

B A — City Manager Wayne
Wedin announced plans at Tyes-
day’s City Council meeting to
make the singing group the
Young Americans “‘goodwil]
ambassadors for the city.”

Wedin said he hopes t
official agreement s
would let the 8roup make the

Brea Civic - Cultural Center
Theater its home.

While the singers could cal]
Brea their home whep they
travel nationally angd interna-
tionally, Wedin said the city
could alsp expect 50 to 60 local
performances from them as we]]

ohavean
oon that

fs interactiop between the

If the 8roup agrees to the ar-
rangement, it wil] pe at no finan-

cial impact to the city, Wedin
said.

I






TAJ MAHAL - The Breo Civic Cultural Center as artist sees it, has fallen behind
schedule and residents are left to imagine how it will look when completed.

‘Taj Mahal’ smells fishy, but board

goes ahead - hook, line and sinker

The majority of the school

location to the civic cultural
center before voting to go
ahead with project cest
estimates of nearly $250,000

Cests break down like this
$247,050 lotal; $198.880 for
construction; $19,670 for

furniture; the balance for
architectural fees, moving
and telephones.

Board President John

to 37 percent in next year's

budget.

Norm De Jong suggested a
conservative use of space,
recommending an alter-
native use for redevelop-
ment money; reparing
roofing on existing facilties.

Architect Tony Anthony,
who is in charge of designing
for the 10,000 sq. foot, fourth
floor space, recommended
using onsite contractors for
all plumbing and electrical
work

He also said that the city’s
construction manager would
handle bids, but board
members balked at that
suggestion, saying they
wanted control over the bid
process.

Karl Zappa wanted to see
bids before being required to
pay the bills. John James

felt there was something

fishy about the procedure
proposed by Anthony. He

said there was something”

going on at city hall.

Having said that, the
board voted to let Anthony
handle bidding, approved
the plans and cost estimates
for the project.

Garrettt Dittmar and Karl
Zappa returned the only no
votes on the measure.

Dittmar questioned the
need for what he called a Taj
Mahal. While stopping short
of calling the plan a bad
idea, Dittmar refused to vote
favorably until he could have
more time to prepare.

Zappa was more specific,
saying her would not vote for
the plan without a ceiling
placed on project costs.

Final chapter opens:
is at hand for Brea’s wg

The country library
facility in the Civic/Cultural
Center is schedule to open on
July 1, 1980, but county and
city officials are still not in
agreement on who is going to
pay the lion's share of the
cost.

At the end of last year,
Supervisor Edison Miller
proposed that the county pay
15 cents per square foot to
the city to lease 13,000
square feet. Commerical
leasing to private tenants is
being billed at $1.25 per
square foot. The city had
requested the county to
share in the cost of im-
proving the facility and, in
addition, to pay a substantial
portion of the commerical
leaserate.

Plans for the civic center
go back to 1973 and have
always included space for a
library, theater, museum,
art gallery, and ad-
ministrative offices for the
city and the school board.

Should the city fail to
reach agreement with the

~~county; the-space set aside

Qaml NEWS j\SQW

for a library would be leased
to private enterprises for the
full rental fee of $1.25 per
square foot.

At a press conference -

called for that purpose,
Mayor Sal Gambina and
Mayor Pro Tem Don Fox
announced that negotiations
with the county have
resumed in earnest. Fox
clarified the reference to re-
opening ' negotiations by
saying that negoitiation
never really stopped; only

the characters changed as a -

result of Miller’s ap-
pointment to replace Ralph
Dietrich as supervisor.

In a telephone  con-
versation with Supervisor
Miller on Monday, the News-
Times learned that Miller’s
office had withdrawn from
the negotiation process.
Barabra Fox, whom Miller
identified as a GSA emplyee,
had been placed in charge of
the meetings with Brea
officials.

“I'm-sure - this. can be
worked out with the county,”

‘Miller said: ‘“The 15 cents:

“schedule, S
Gambina, but city officals
to_ reach
agreement with ..vn;oiﬁq

S.EE-E oaﬂdn Furﬁ“
minimum the 095.@ is
paying and- that figure is_

nuso-.einhis‘u? 2

coprite e i

a
consensus, nnno..&:uf 0
Miller. Money, which was to

be taken from surplus funds,

=

)

has now been found to pay

for a larger portion. ‘of the
cost of improving the library
space.

Miller would not say what
funding level the county
would be willing to go to, but
indicated that it would be
higher  than ‘the . maximum
they are .now paying for

rental muvom for other county

library facilties; 46 cents.

. Construction-of the civic

center is more than one.
hundred days behind

“according = to
are anxious

so the on-site contractor can
be used to finish- Eo.g
at a cost well W wi
would require to E.Fm ._Pu

new contractor.
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| BREA — Anyone wishing to
'ight City Hall in Brea had better
not show up at 401 S. Brea Blvd.
anymore. !
The local government — after
making its home for 51 years on
rea Boulevard — has a new ad- |

Brea Civic Cultural Center: A
New Place To Fight City Hall

NOVEMBER S,A%0

ress effective today.

Now battlers of City Hall — and
anyone else who has friendlier
business to take care of there —
will have to trek to the $14 million
Civic - Cultural Center on Birch
Street. |

|
City employees spent last week
~packing and used
move the boxes of paperwork
and files into the new site
City Manager Wayne Wedin is
mostly credited with bringing
the center to Brea. His idea was
to put all city business and ac-
tivities under one roof.
The Civic - Cultural Center will
do that with the building housing

all city departments including
fire and police.

It will also accommodate a
6,800 - square - foot theater, a
6,000 - square - foot art gallery, a
color television studio, a 350 -
seat community room, an execu-
tive conference training center,
the Brea Public Library, the ad-
ministrative offices for the Brea -
Olinda Unified School District, a
council meeting chamber and
separate rooms for the council
members.

Although the big moving date
was delayed by seven, months
due to heavy nb«—ﬂwom,_&v construc- |
tion problems, Wedin said most
city workers were ready to pack
and leave.

But the city manager admit-
ted, nostalgic memories made
the move tough for longtime

employees. ‘‘This is the only
building they've ever known,’’ he
said.

And the two government struc-
tures have scarce similarities.

They are more a study in con- |

trast.

The old City Hall captured the |

quaint small town image Brea

has maintained for solong. Obvi-
ously, there was a strong reluc-
tance to abandoning it.

The new Civic - Cultural
Center, on the other hand, is part
of the affluence that hit Brea in
the 1970s'with the building of the
Brea Mall by Homart Develop-
ment Co.

In fact, the 250,000 - square -
foot center was built on four
acres donated by the regional
mall’s developer.

Wedin empathizes with the
citizens who worry that the city is
growing too fast. He has saidit is
natural that people be concerned
the city is moving toward losing

the small town spirit, but hopes 4
that isn’t the.case. . |
Instead, he believes by making
everything centrally located
communication and goodwill

might be better promoted.
Butdiscussions about the Civic

- Cultural Center freguently

point to the concern that it might

make city government imper-
sonal.

For instance, when an address
had to be decided on for the new
City Hall, Councilman Mel ,
LeBaron objected to the designa- |
tion ‘“Number One Civic Centér
Circle’” that Wedin proposed.
LeBaron preferred a Birch

Street address. N
+ But Counci Sal Gambina
said it all when he n&wa—.,_do.i
Civic Center Circle as ‘‘hard
rather than home towny.”

Despite these concerns, the
“hard” address was opted for
with a 4 - 1 vote. Only LeBaron
dissented.

BOXED IN N Brea Fire Department employee Pat Stokes
weekend as City Hall cleared out of its Brea Boulevard ho

b (Star-Progress Photo by Juaquine Matthews)
boxes” through the files that were moved this

me and moved to the new Civic-Cultural Center.
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Move Causes Nostalgia

|

By JACK BOETTNER, Times Staff Writer

Brea Gity Clerk Dorothy Storm and her top aide, Au-
drey Oxandaboure, were taking a breather Friday.

‘They had joined other city employees in cleaning out
their offices in the old City Hall. built in 1929, for a move
today and Sunday to the new $14-million Brea Civic-
Cuitural Center.

Storm and Oxandaboure are the oldest city employees
in point of service. Both have mixed emotions about

“I know that we'll have more space and better facili-
tes o serve the residents of Brea,” said Storm who
came to work for the city as part-time city clerk in 1959.

“But [l miss the home-town atmosphere of the old City
Hall

'New Brea City Hall Opens Monday

Deputy City Clerk Oxandaboure holds the distinction

of being the senior employee in years of service making
the move. Charles Russell was mayor when she took a
part-time job in the city clerk’s office in 1955.

The present city manager, Wayne Wedin, was play-
ing football for Brea-Olinda High School at the time.

“1 was one of only four women in City Hall in those
days,” Oxandaboure recalled. “The Police Department
was across the hall. I used to answer the police radio.
The Fire Department was downstairs.

“T kinda liked those days better than now. The atmos-
phere was friendly. There was none of the rushing
about. You felt closer to people. But it changed as the
city grew.”

The city had a population of about 900 when the old
City Hall was completed 51 years ago. Currently, the
population is estimated at 28,500. i

Storm has been reelected four times as city clerk. °*

Wearing a T-shirt lettered “City clerks do it in
minutes™ and a corduroy hat in observance of Hallg-
ween, Storm conducted a brief guided tour of the QN
Hall-Cultural Center. It was built on four acres donat
to the city by the Homart Development Co.

City Departments

All of the city departments will be located on the fifth
floor.

Storm said a counter will be located on the third floor
o enable the public to conduct a lot of its City Hall busi-

- ness at one convenient stop.

The City Council will hold its first meeting in the new
center Tuesday night.

The center is opening more than seven months later
than originally scheduled. City officials blame rainy
weather and strikes for the delay.

Dedication ceremonies for the modernistic center
were conducted March 22 after a parade.from the old
City Hall to the new site.

The innovative center blending cultural activities
with governmental operations includes, or will at com-
pletion, a 6.800-square-foot theater where the Cal State
Fullerton Cabaret unit will perform, a color television
studio, a 350-seat community room, an executive con-
1 training

ter, an Orange County branch li-

brary, the administrative offices for the Brea-Olinda‘
Enmg— Distiret, council meeting chamber and
- R T oy |

Brea City Clerk Dorothy Storm. right, and Audrey
Oxandaboure, deputy city clerk, go through a

e Tiiee
moving experience. After 51 years, City Hall will
ouo::%o_. business in a new location Monday.
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ﬁ::o. G:::?i Center dedication climax

By David E. Dittman

“Why spend all that
money for this project?”
Congressman William
Danneymeyer asked during
remarks at the dedication
ceremonies for Brea's new
Civic-Cultural Center last
Saturday on the steps of the
yet to be completed com-
plex.

Dannemeyer's question
echoed the sentiments of
some residents of the city
and at least one candidate
running for a seat on the city
council.

“It is a symbol of what
America stands for,”
Dannemeyer said. ‘It
speaks to those that are here
and to those that will come
after us. This facility is a
symbol of our dedication to
self government,”” Dan-
nemeyer continued, an-
swering his own question.

Each new thrust seemed to

be phrased carefully,

IVEWS TIm™mES

providing the audience with
what had all of the ear-
marks of an official response
to community criticisms of
the redevelopment area
project.

“Councils will serve as
long as they reflect the will
of the people,” Dannemeyer
concluded.

The atmosphere of the
dedication was less formal,
less rigid, than the cor-
nerstone laying of two weeks
ago.

From the musical prelude,
played by the Brea-Olinda
High School Band, to the
singing of the Battle Hymn
of the Republic by St. Angela
Merici Choir, the ceremony
was an all-Brea affair.

Don McBride delivered the
innvocation, making special
reference to representatives
of Brea’s Sister City, Lagos
De. Moreno in Spanish.

Three flags were raised in
the court yard. The first, an

RAISING THE COLORS

Above the new Civic-
Cultural Center provided
and opportunity for
community involvement
before Mayor Sal Gabina
officiated at the unveiling
of the dedication plaque
last Saturday morning.
Related photos page 22.

(News-Times photo by Rod
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American flag t
above the Etgmﬁg.
was raised by a represen-
tative of the Brea scouting
organization and 100 year old
Brea resident, John
LaRoche. The uooa._a flag,
that of the state of California
was hoisted aloft by Mayor
Sal Gambina and EI
Presidente de Lagos de
Moreno, Teodoro Esparza.
The third flag, the national
flag of Mexico, was raised in
honor of the official
delegation from Mexico.

Prior to the formal
dedication  ceremoaies,
clubs, schools, civic and
community organizations
marched or road in floats
and cars along a parade
route that started at the
historic city hall on south
Brea Boulevard and ended
at the steps of the new Civic=|
Center.

Few signs of 'the current

evidence -
pending municipal o_onnoa
was lacking. 1

Even the Hicks nw.uvnnws
booth served more as a

office,

comfort station than a
political weigh-station.

Hicks was serving free
lemonade, which many tired
and thirsty marchers took
advantage of at the ﬂ.nj

that the issues of the cam-
paign could be put aside in
the interest of community
celebration. i

At the other: end of the
spectrum, there were those
who came to scoff and inject
anoteofsarcasm: -

“1 see you've come to
watch them dedication their
shell,” one man said. “Did
anybody ask them how they
are going to pay forit?"

The turnout along -the
parade route was com-
parable to that of Bonanza
Days in years vamr

Actual opening of the
complex is estimated to be 60
days off. Rain delays in the |
construction of the facility
prevented opening of the
civic, center for tours as
originally planned.
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N ~ BREA HOLDS PARADE FOR CIVIC-CUL
‘Representing the Brea Library *

: ] . these parade participantsmarch ~ followed by. the de _,,.,w“,.ﬁ..w__w. - oy
down Birch Street wearing cardboard versions of M.mu&n : books. %—%«Mw@.cv 5.% URHOR S o S
There were more than 70 entries inSaturday’s parade, whichwas =

working on some “biggies.” The date for official
parade entry forms to be in to City Hall has been ex-
tended to Feb. 29, so you still have a chance if you
haven'tturnedinablank. o L
1 took a peek at some of the entries. Carl Sterlachini ,
hhas his 65 mile per gallon Star Crest Romer entered-his
‘newest model. He was quoted as saying “I once told my |
dad that T would live longer than he would.” His father
, . :. \, , ,.

on a float. Pop Warner will also-have a float with |
football pla; and cheerleaders aboard. . -

Al must have a horse. Lu Johnson, Donna |
‘Friday, Rosemary Caspio, Donny Aylesworth, A
Cambria Dunn, will all be on horseback. {

There are dozens and dozens' of more entries too

to mention here. The plete parade list
will be given at a later date.




CITY TURNS OUT FOR BREA CIVIC-CULTURAL CENTER DEDICATION CEREMONIES
- [Eve Mendez and Leticia Macedo (from left) Enjoys Day's Activities.



MmARCH \, 1980

CEREMONIAL - mixing of mortar 1o hold the corner stone of the Brea Civic/Cultural

Center is mixed by Mason O.Il!ﬂl!ﬁ*,nﬂgr%ﬂi A

(Star-Progreas Mrew)
BREA WELCOME — City Manager Wayne Wedin greets participants and visitors to city’s civic - cultural
center symbolic cornerstone - laying Saturday followed by luncheon. The cornerstone is shown next to,
Wedin (arrow) on a table. Visitors on the dias included County Supervisor Ed Miller, Assemblyman Ross
Johnson; city council members, Dr. Richard G. Blake, Temple Beth Tikvah and Right Rev. Msgr. Emmett
McCarthy. Also taking part were members of Ctirol Masonic Lodge of Brea and Fourth Degree Knights of
Columbus.



By Anne Ethendge

As you drive into Brea along Imperial Highway, thereisa
sign that says, *Welcome to good ol' Brea”. That sign is
deceiving in nature: it is meant to lull the -unsuspecting
visitor into the belief that Brea is just another small town,
one of many that dots the map from here to there.

Wrong.

Brea may still retain many of the attributes of a small
town but in fact it is fast becoming a center of regional
importance in retailing, financial operations, industrial de-
velopment and the arts.

At the eye of this hurricane of activity is the new Brea
Civic Cultural Center, a building whese concept is so un-
usual that nothing like it can be found anywhere else in the
United Suates. .. . s e SIS kot . Ve

The Center is meant o' combine, in one structure, city
offices, school district offices, a media center, a 13,000

square foot library, a 200 seat theatre, a 60 seat executive

..::P._.».:An\:nm:msm center, a 6500 square foot art gallery, a

space for cultural functions grouped around an open
atrium, and ten thousand square feet of office space that 1y
available for rent. And it all sits connected 1o the Brea Mall
by an umbilical cord of concrete and steel.

How did it all come abour?

Brea has only ever had one city hall building. As the town
grew, “the handwriting on the wall became very clear” says
City Manager Wayne Wedin. *We needed to plan for long
term housing”

¢, 1 reach ou, grab
Pn neck, shake itand say don'tdo that again
IS Temote, it's hard for me o get aL

government by
- If the building

UNPRECEDENTED CONCEPT
COMBINES CULTURE,

BUSINESS AND CITY
MANAGEMENT

“So, where can you locate that would be most convenient?
Where do most people go? A shopping center”

Enter the Brea Mall. Brea has achieved regional domi-
nance in so far as retailing is concerned. Between twelve
and fifteen million people go through the Brea Mall every
year. So it made sense to the City Council that.they. locate
their new Center within easy reach of those'people. : .

Additionally, the high school is located across the street
from the new site. “There were many people who said why
should we have a library that services the kids during the
day and then an entirely different library to service adults
and those same Kkids in the evenings. We duplicate material,
staffs, everything. We said there has to be a better way. We*
can put in a bridge and students can go back and forth
across that”

Wedin continues, “So, if we take a look at all this, we see
that we have a large park, an open space, the freeway, the
highway, the educational center, the financial center, the
retailing center, and office buildings—all in one area. We
started pulling together a city center in the classic European
sense of the word, the likes of which you can’t find anyplace
clse in the country.

“I'hat’s because people don't have the opportunity. ‘The
timing is all wrong. We were just plain unadulterated lucky.
All these things happened to come together at a time when
someone could say, if we don’t act now, we'll miss the oppor-
tunity”

The new Center includes Brea's ultimate space needs,
“We have built enough space to cover the city forever,” says
Wedin. “Brea will never be larger than 60,000 people be-
causc the terrain won'’t sustain any more than that”

Even 1o the caspa) nbserver, the Centger.is an example.of

city government at its best in the sense-that all possibilities:

scemed to have been explored and acted upon.

“All the city operations are there, including the police
force. That provides security for the Mall and for the Cen-
teritself. The police department shares acommon wall with
the gallery, enabling us to qualify for high security exhibits.
All the city management facilities are there. The school
district has rented its office space for $1.50 a year. The
library will service both citizens and students. It has a two
hundred seat legitimate theatre. The art gallery is already
booked through 1981. The building has a full color televi-
sion studio. It has three darkrooms. We have the ability to
produce 16 projector slide tape shows. Everything in the
council chambers comes out so it can become a 125 seat
theatre in the round. The building has full audio-visual
capacity in the council chambers and in the library. Those
same facilities have been duplicated on the fifth floor in the
executive conference rooms. There isn't any conference
space I know of in California that can duplicate the audio-
visual support system we have. 3

“We're going to have a community of thirty to sixty thou-
sand people that has major regional focus. Business will be
done here. Decisions will be made here. Investments will
take place here. Culture will be enjoyed here. And people
will still be able to enjoy a relatively rural kind of lifestyle. A
lot of people moved here for that and a lot of peaple stay
here for that, That's what that Uszamum.qnvnnmgﬁu
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city’s story. % g ; |. % T 3
Along ‘Hall year ty’s activities. - g
%Eﬁuﬁhﬁhﬁbays ““The important thing is to bring Brea of the past |

‘the focus of city government to reflect the reality and along with Brea of the future,” said Fox. “You can’t
needs of the new decade. run out en friendship, noonﬂnwm.,.,g helping people |
‘The most obvious transition for the city was the out.” 3§ s 3 X o

opening of the new Civic-Cultural Center, the product 1980 was also an election year. In April, councilmen ,
of more than 10 years of planning. mluo.xu!-.ll.— (.nao_mo:sﬂd..ov_nnongﬁo:_
The new structure is the realization of a dream to | es ; &3 DT 3

: v a go a.ﬂ.@uw,muo.-«a&—.«.,uw_n Fox. |
| “They are intelligent and motivated. They are
facilities, with financial, office and shopping centers | thinkers and doers.” e
located nearby. r Fox said the city couldn’t have found a better group
The $14.2 million building, designed for flexibility

to guide the community through its current period of
and efficient use of space,will accommodate expan-

transition from a rapidly developing city to a finan-
ding City Hall offices as Brea grows to its maximum | cial and cultural leader in the North Orange County
population of 60,000 to 80,000 people. area. R pas
Meanwhile, the extra space will be leased to private , With a solidly established financial base, the city |
businesses, to offset the cost of operating the building. can now turn its attention to more people-oriented ac-
The structure is also 2 monument to the cooperation tivities, such as park dev .ouﬁni. programs for
~among local agencies for ﬁ%ﬁmﬁhigmé MQE-QR—EREEEEE S:M-:x.,un‘onoﬁmc..—n. se 2
In addition to City Hall, the administrative center ~ The has developed a long-range program of : | e g S e
for the Brea-Olinda Unified School District has moved | action — Communication '80s — that reflects this shift a8 desting. andthak iaibe sully total.f
into the building. The school board will share the in emphasis from physical development to ‘aspirations of the peoplein Brea.™ i i
council chambers and other facilities with the eity to ' humanistic development. ' r
avoid duplication of expenses. 7 " The purpose of Communication ’80s, said Wedin, is
““The cooperation and coordination that is possible to assure that life enjoyment and the quality of life in
now is something we’ve never had before,” said City Brea continue to improve at a time when other com-
Manager Wayne Wedin. R X munities are becoming less desirable.
‘When the police department moves into the C The council also recognizes the next decade will |
during February, the city will consclidate its com- mean decreasing funds and shrinking energy
munications system for police, fire and government resources for the city. e S
vehicles, again elminating unnecessary duplication. The council hopes to prepare for the future by in-

creasing the communication between the public and |

city government and by encouraging volunteerism.
Major construction in the city dropped off during |

1980, with new building valuation for the first 11 mon- |

year falling more than $12 million below
e time last year.

sam.
large area of Brea yet to be developed is

g

ths of
that for
‘The

-3

i



oc. 22 49%° 1L

HAT AREA... ’ - public is net allowed in construction area. . =~
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Center included photos OF twentieth century America.




Brea’s Civic/Cultural Cent

library -nEQ a2 -..E color
television studio, a 350-seat
community meeting room.
an executive-conference

‘is  provided for school

.l-._- and space is available |

for lease. until required for
.gl city expansion. Al
jcommunity meeling room
.and adjacent catering
‘kitchen is also on this level,
plus a full color television
studio.

The fifth floor will be;

devoted exclusively to city
. operations.

IMPRESSIVE STRUCTURE.....
building blends into the modern

R&E-Eglnlnigguopnﬂgg_—g

I.Q:.BZO Qn

er Zm.&.m Complet; tion

= The gallery is a mémber
of the Western Association
of Art Museums, and is
located immediately ad-
jacent to 24-hour police
protection within the
cénter. The gallery is|

equipped with the latest

\security and control
systems, including an in-
trusion alarm- system. a
temperature and lighting
\control system, a limited
access system (one public
entrance and.exit), and
meets all fire standards.'
Professional and volunteer
T . T
m.nn-._u_uw Center, city council
“meeting chambers, local
school district offices, all
(city offices, and ..nuE
“office space.

The building llu_
‘designed by architects
Warnecke and Dworsky
and is impressive in-ap-
‘pearance as well as,
diversitied in function. The
Civic/Cultural Center
complex consists of five
levels and slopes downward |
‘from the project site to the |
‘Brea Mall and the Orange|
Freeway.
¥ “The ftirst level provides
public parking for 179
'vehicles, and an elevator to
serve the building.

The second level contains |
staff service functions, such ‘
@as storage and purchasing. _
‘a print shop and receiving |
‘docks. Commo
‘mechanical and’ electrical
equipment is located on this

level, as well as community
theatre storage and police
detention facilities, staff

lockers, and police shift|

report rooms. Parking for
92 vehicles is also available
on this level.

'OCTOBER 22, 1980
OCTOBER 22, 1980

~=uShe third or plaza level
giﬁg space for

cultural functions grouped

major piece of art selected |
by a special ‘committee to
g0 in this area is planned
for the future with private
funding expected. A
combined city coun-
cil/school board meeting
room may seat 100 persons,
and is" equipped with the
latest audio-visual a.ivo:,
At the request of
Eo city. council, design of
‘this meeting space places
the public on‘a level higher
than the elected officials
and staff, thereby
eliminating the traditional
judicial atmosphere found

in many public BnaE.P
locations.
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ON DOTTED LNEFSL5omebody -soid something fnew (not - yet - completed) Civic / Cultural Center
funny as Dr. Donald Shields, president of Cal 'y the college’s Cabaret Theater group.
State Fullerton, ond Brea Mayor Sal Gambina ! Councilman Don Fox, background center, enjoys
signed an agreement for the use of port of Brea’s = ‘the jest. (Bullefia Photo by Dean Whinery)

Fullerton, Cal.
NEWS-TRIBUNE
(Daily)

JUL

Construction workers look over plans for Brea’s
Civic-Cultural Center, which is nearing comple-
tion next to the Brea Mall on Birch Street. The
$14.2 million center will house City Hall, the

_Brea-Olinde Unified School District education

THE FINAL TOUCHES

Jub 9,1980

News Tribune Photo by Stan Bird

icenter, the police department, the Brea Public
iLibrary, a 199-seat theater and an exhibit
igallery. Community rooms and an auditorium
ffor city and school board meetings are also in-
(cluded.
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IhmhtZM TALLS PARADE INVITATION

City Councilr Carrey Nelson, who is coordinating the dedica- -
tion ceremonies for the new Civic-Cultural Center, examines the

first visible sigp that the parade will be held at 10 a.m. March 22. |
Approximately] 50 entries have been accepted by the city, in- |
cluding mar g bands, antique cars and floats. |

Fullerton, Cal. .
NEWS-TRIBUNE .
; (Daily) FEB 2 7 1980

BREA <<m_.no.>>m — City Manager Wayne Wedin greets participants and visitors to city’s civic = nc_ﬂ“.
no:»o.a symbolic cornerstone - laying Saturday *o__olmm,nm by luncheon. The carnerstone is shown next to
Wedin (arrow) on a table. Visitors on the dias included County Supervisor Ed Miller, Assemblyman Ross
Johnson; city n.Oc:n: members, Dr. Richard G. w_nrom Temple Beth Tikvah and zmm.:. Rev. Msgr. Emmett
McCarthy. Also taking part were members of Ctirol Masonic Lodge of Brea and Fourth Degree Knights of

- g Mg
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Restauranteur Carl Karcher (second from left) getsa closerlook  ty’s community mmﬂ:nom department, assistant city Sgwmﬁ.
as work continues on Brea’'s new $14.2 ion Civic-Cultural  Terry Bellanger and 'the Rev. Robert Williams, cultural arts ,
Center near Brea Mall. Karcher is the first inla series of business commissioner, are condilcting the tours in an effort to recruit : #

\leaders invited to tour the site. Ron Molendyk, director of the ci-  donors for the facility’s theater and art gallery.

|
!
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LETTERS TO MAILB,

Cultural Center Costs Explain

Editor, News Tribune:

In response to several questions
that have been asked of the city of
Brea relative to financing for the
Civic Cultural Center, it is my con-
clusion that a specific and factual
summary of detailed information
concerning the financing of this
facility be publicly stated.

I recognize that this information
may be at odds with information
that is being spread by other
sources in this election period.
However, the books of the city are
open and the information which I
am going to address is available
for all to review.

At the time the plans for the
building currently under construc-
tion were prepared, cost estimates
developed, and funding arranged
for, it was estimated that the con-
struction costs for the building
would be in the $15-17 million
range.

This figure at the time was
estimated to include total costs
which knowledgeable people ex-
perienced in construction unders-
tand includes design, fees, etc.,
while the construction itself was
estimated to cost approximately
$14-15 million. It was based upon
that information that bonds were
issued and totally sold to cover the
cost of construction on the
Civic/Cultural Center.

At no time has the building now
under construction been estimated
by anyone to cost $3.2 million nor
will the construction costs ap-
proach $40 million as some would
like usto believe. ;

1t is also inaccurate to indicate

.

that sufficient bonds have not been
sold to pay for ction of the
building. To indigate that only $8.5
million worth of lbonds have been
sold simply is notaccurate.

To further indicate that $6.5
million in bonds fre yet to be sold
and that these| will be a cost
against the me.w—.mmm residential
taxpayer of Brea is grossly inac-
curate. Since Brea’s financial
records are au by indepen- |
dent auditors, records of our
financial transaétions are open to
scrutiny and thd facts just stated
areeasilychecked.

To also questign why the city is
carrying a prudent reserve in
Redevelopment to me to

question good basic business prin-
cipals. T feel ident in not
apologizing to one for attemp-

ting to be as fiscdlly responsible as
we can be in the ¢onduct of govern-

Eﬂ“ UE. .

I can only de that the rash
of questionable ial informa-
tion being bout so freely is

an off-shoot of  the political at-
mosphere that we are in as we ap-
proach the City on date.

I would urge janyone seriously
interested in the fi of the ci-

ty to express thelr questions and to
have them fa y responded to
rather than to depend upon the
type of inf ion that I have
begun to hear.

The city stands ready now as it
has always been to answer any
questions which people desire to
have answered. | {

As one Bmﬂw&_. of this City |
Council I can p2rsonally attest to
the fact that alllmembers to date |

TN TRt

have tried to be as fiscally respon-
sible as possible and I for. one have

no intention of changing that posi-
tion now.

We have never given anything-

o % _;,.«r:/., A%

o

.

away or acted in a rash way, but ,W

rather have only acted after

careful consideration of all the
facts available.

SALF. GAMBINA

Mayor

Brea
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Brea/La >_._.".—u...- =77 |
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STORMY OUTLOOK — The Brea Civic-Cultudal Center was origi-
nally scheduled to open in March, but with rains and construction

setbacks, city officials are crossing their fingers in hopes of moving
in the facility by mid or late June.
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By T.R. HONAN
DSP Staff Writer
BREA — Though construction
in Brea is becoming an ever
more common sight, one particu-
lar construction project in the
city has attracted more than its
share of attention.
Motorists traveling along

,; sonification of the >.ﬂ:.mi_.mnm= dream. Leaving their

| native lands behind, they invested their life savings

i into their project.

i From their home in Placentia, both men are busy
: making final preparations for the restaurant.
Together, and along with Schroer's wife Rosi, they

- .- = =

plan to oversee the entire restaurant operation.

! THE TRAGIC DEATH OF 30-year-old oilfield

; sworker Tim Nickerson in Huntington Beach last

i .."m.q.:-mw. brought a pang of sorrow to many in the

hearts of many last year.

! Brea community. "

. Nickerson, a Brea resident, was the father of 3-
vear-old Matthew Nickerson who captured the

The family’s fight to keep Matthew, a cerebral
palsy victim, in sensory training classes drew the

support of many who heard his story. A
The recent tragedy sets a somber tone in this city
that is still known for its oil production.

Birch Street near the high school,
and shoppers patronizing the
Brea Mall have been observing
the progress of a building slowly
rising from the ground. The
building is not, as some have
speculated, the new department
store planned for the Mall, but
the city's new civic - cultural

§2®8 Civic Center Tabb

center.

City Manager Wayne Wedin, in
a presentation to the members of
the Brea Rotary Club Tuesday,
described the progress of the
building, what it will contain and
some of the philosophy behind its
design and construction.

The &uilding reflects the

ey TR R

B o & : : __d
ed ‘Heartbeat Of Brea® |

PAVISVAVAY) .
| feet. The district’s pre-

| sent administrative
facility will be sold
through the redevelop-
ment negotiations pre-
sently underway bet-
ween the district and the
Newport Development
Company. .

The Brea Branch of

the county library will

* also occupy space in the

building, in the area of

20,000 square feet. Wedin
Tioted megotiations with
the county have not been
completed, but the
county librarian has in-
spected and approved
plans for thelibrary. The
proposed space is much

—ay--

Brea’s size would nor-
mally have, Wedin said.

of the five - story struc-
ture would be devoted
the cultural aspects of

changing nature of the commun-
ity, Wedin noted, with Brea no
-little oil town people
pass through on their_wa
elsewhere. Located next to the
Brea Mall, the civic - cultural
center will;in Wedin’s words, be
at the “heartbeat of the commun-
[ity.” S

“._Wedin noted the building is

February and June of
1980. The staggered
completion time isdueto
the fact the building will
be finished and occupied
incrementally.

Two of the building’s
five stories will be park-
ing, with a potential for

rary or school district of-
fices. Instead it will ac-
tually be five buildings
in one, combining the
functions listed above
along with thelittle thea-
. ter into one vc.:hﬁn:...

Not only is the building

steel building was being
constructed using the
«fast -+ - tracking
:5:.5&: where the
upper floors were being
designed as the bottom
floors were constructed.

his technique enables

larger than a city_of

e be unique, but Wedin noted the city to purchase ce-
M.“.M%%M ; _ﬂwcw___._ 5% building was not me t w:.a steel at %_.m. T
Wedin went so being paid for by taxdol- S t prices, avoi :.pu W
vnowosnwopm_.mm.: witha lars, but was being fi-—~more inflation cOStS -
breakdown on jthe dis-__nanced throug ase later on e
tribution of parking revenue bonds issued by. ~ The t ansition from

amongst the various oc-
cupants of the building.
One hundred| twelve
spaces will be eserved
for city use, 38 for school

the

Twenty - five percent -

:s_:.cm”:an:m:Egnrmnm.ﬁa
and ?:ono:MUmm._m:mn to be ac-
. cessible tothe public, Wedin said.
the building has no peer he has
been able to locate in the United
States. He added the open nature
/6f the building is representative
/ of the position government
L should occupy in these times.
Wedin then proceded to give a

- redevelopment old buil
agency- at W ,
possible through negotj~~ called ‘‘more than u_.mn.w
ations between the city
_and Homart Develop-
use, 50 for library and 68" ment Corp. when .z.m lde- :

lings to the new
This was made one willibe what Wedin,
ty physical move. We i-mu_
have us__ opportunity
reexamine how we oper:
ate, how we keepreco

and communicate.”_
fioted-there-will be cﬂ
possibility to noBEPm
many different fun

breakdown of how the building’s

254,000 square feet would be di-

vided. Forty percent of the

space, or 59,000 square feet,"

would be used by city govern- G

ment. This would include the city

hall and annex staffs\as well as

the police department, which -

presently occupies- between
(Continued on A-6)
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~ Brea Cultural Center Designc~ To Modernize ‘Cow Ty

The $129,000 annually in But whil= county Bra
lease revenue will be used| ian Eli “"ach Martin
to defray operating ex-| Smithsaid 't xould t= Zeal
penses of the center he! 10 reiccat. e library
said. Brea, funris '» furmisa

Although a site has not, facility — $225 4 — =
been selected, city officials| ven’t beea budgeted.
are trying to attract a ma- Both the school distr.ct
jor hotel, with room or and the library could renc
to 300 guests, to Brea, ad-| Spaceat a nominal fee, said
ding to the city’s conven{ Belanger.
tion worthiness, sources This week, Brea-Olinda

e

off the QS._"_
comman
view of Or: gnm.#-ﬁ
a community in transition.
The vantage point is the
top story of the 270,000-
square-foot Brea cultural
center being built at a cost
of $14 million on Birch

e {3

._.o_"ro said. - trustees directed Superin-
_85_._. are the ear- The center is designed to| tendent C. Gordon Bishop
Egeﬁgg o..‘ help Brea become a cultur-| to proceed with details of
na,w.l..s s a_m._._.onsss,_ al hub, upgraded from what| ~__ ~ -y —
- coops and one official said was not ta | -5 .0€3:i0g admiiatrai:.
%g of a fami- long ago a ‘‘cow town.” iaw_owu.— at the center
Lo f ik : J - = ut first the city ard Ji
s, £ ooty s | S et o | S
Tabsvsanddartic 3 th 2 ; s
ment bonds, the cultural —eudle s center's third floor, ofii- | 3000 00 what todo with |
conte, when compeied | SopACites. ! Belanger | cials said they hope u . | S57eS within a city rede.
spring 1980, will include vﬁm N e mw tract exhidits from 5 | S Bat o esEat Birc!
55,000 Square feet of city ¥ rc—.—cwﬁngﬁﬂ - California luseum _: Eﬂ%
office space, a theater, mmmanuw. me%.hﬂeewg m:ﬁo zm..oa Industry and '~ a™ordiag to districr L
museum, and possibl, s on mithsonian Institute. Cit; = Cials. o
county library and vm_.“ _wwuﬁqcpcﬂ {loor. bring manager Wayne Wedin is| With thar . -
Brea-Olinda Unified School iBeea annual revenue to past gresident and a .. ! the redeve’ L inirs .
District administration of- e ta PR rent membearof thescierc Made up . F ciry coen -
fices. I Cl Onzn—ﬂ—mwf Om and industey mugenymts Em_.:w.ﬁ,av would Jscounci
A covered bridge will link @ of the propriety visory b W RS in redey.
the center to the Brea Mall local government com- With the : 9.seatthe- - bonds epmeant
W&ﬂi some of the mall's | -_onau—_-._.:oﬂcsvzv-._ e enter- “Ne hope L attract pr e Ee——— .
Sﬁ_—rﬁ annual shoppers tion £ __E_._,__:,aos:«_w,t,a-—. | 3 water grouss,”
museum and theater, ways | at Ak | lan vid. The theat
When complete, the a public’ at ourselves as Wil fe abls o house orct
brown-glass and granite the pp__oa.e,wc.# t «d show full-len
cutural center, which re-| et . ‘Werematso| o, 08
Places Brea's 80 year old il competing b el rase St
ty officials’ na-_-asva.ss gu__.m ‘seek out other revenue oy "ple to satis:
sources than taxes.' S ral ne
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News Tribune <_<..“o_. - h
BREA — A close working relationship between the
. . city and the Brea-Olinda Unified School District will
L7 culminate this summer when both agencies move into

u .% Pp By GISELA MEIER

the new Civic Cultural Center. i
Under construction since 1978, the $14.2 million

Anibiarmrs it uhonis

o

tenter is nearing completion. The city has agreed to

lease 9,500 square feet of office space to the BOUSD

for its education center, at a cost of $1 per year. The

ity Council and Board of Education will share the
of a community meeting room.

In addition to the city and school offices, the com-

‘plex will house the Brea Police Department, the local

library, a 60-seat conference training center and an
art gallery-museum. The Cabaret Repertory Theatre
Mi% perform in the 200-seat theater, opening in Oc-
ober.

Besides proceeding with the new center, the city
last year continued its emphasis on industrial and
commercial development to provide jobs for Brea
residents and-revenue for city services.

Other accomplishmentsineluded the establishment
of Brea’s own full-time paramedic program, the in-
'stallation_of five-new traffic-signals-and continuing
development of city park sites. \

The near future for the city will be a period of re-
adjustment to revenue restrictions imposed by the
Legislature and by voters. .

“I think there’s very little doubt that what Brea is
facing is a careful and thoughtful re-evaluation of
government service based on the revenues available
and the desires of the public: for services,” said
Wayne Wedin, city manager.

“This is a reflection of the statewide funding of
government and how that will affect us,” he noted.

The redevelopment of the business and commercial
_areas surrounding the Brea Mall will continue to be
an item of major importance during the coming mon-
ths; according to a report prepared by the city staff.

The city will also keep up its efforts to provide af-
fordable housing for all segments of the community.
Street improvements, tree repair and low-interest
loans for housing rehabilitation in older city sections

will be provided through $250,000 received by the city-~

in its fifth year of funding through the Housing
Rehabilitation Program.

BREAL, a 30-unit low-rent complex for senior
citizens, is under construction on property leased to
BREAL, Inc., by the city for $1 per year. A joint pro-
ject by the Ministerial Association and the Rotary
Club, the apartments are being built with volunteer
labor and donated materials. :

As another alternative to the housing situation, city
staff is looking into possible locations for a mobile
home park with own-your-own lots.

_Another project continuing this year is the conver-
sion of all lights on major streets to high pressure
sodium. When the 943 lights in the city are converted,
energy savings alone could amount to $30,000, ac-

i)

t

adjustmenr is important to brea s Fufure

cording to the staff report. .

In the interest of energy conservation and frugality,
the city has reduced the number of city vehicles and
switched to smaller models. In addition to improving
vehicle maintenance for better performance, the staff
is checking into devices and additives that could in-
crease mileage and is keeping tabs on the City of Los
Angeles’ experiment with gasohol. o

In the area of recreation, the city is maintaining its
effort to create an 1,100-acre wilderness park in Car-
bon Canyon and continuing its support for a 3,500-acre
Chino Hills State Park. Sections of the 32-acre Nike
Site Park are now available by reservation for camp-
ing, and the area is still being improved through the
efforts of the Naval Reserve Seabees.

The Brea-Olinda Unified School District, mean-
while, is regrouping following a period of turmoil that
included the elimination of district transportation, the
recall of four of the seven trustees and a five-day
teachers’ strike.

Superintendent C. Gordon Bishop, however, feels
those events were necessary and ultimately
beneficial.

‘‘There was a simmering in the community and the
teachers’ ranks were smoldering,” he said. “It did
some good to get those feelings out in the open and
deal with thern.” ;

Despite the difficult situations, the district was able

to proceed with major projects such as the relocation .
of administrative facilities, the_establishment of a -

new school, and the development of a unified set of '

educational goals for the entire district.

BOUSD aims for the near future include continued
cooperation with the city whenever possible and the
development of better communication, both internal-
ly and externally, said Bishop. The district will also

continue to encourage public input through its-

simplified conceptual system for budget develop-
ment. ;

Nearly completed is the district’s first five-year:
comprehensive plan, which provides detailed direc-
tions for the future and qualifies the district for
preventative maintenance funding. Bishop said the
plan will be updated each year.

With recent and proposed legislation and the
general economic situation, the district will face its

.- biggest challenge in the area of finances.

““The year 1980-81 will be one of fiscal restraint with

 or without Prop. 9,” the superintendent noted.

The district will explore various schemes to provide
more for less and to maintain the quality of education,

.+ hesaid.

“‘Creative alternatives will be the name of the game

SRRl s i e Bedalasi e
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o\wan Civic
~ Cultural...

(Continued from A-1)
the 1970s with the building of the
Brea Mall by Homart Develop-
ment Co.

In fact, the 250,000 - square -
foot center was built on four
acres donated by the regional
mall's developer.

Wedin empathizes with the
citizens who worry that the cityis
growing too fast. He has said it is
natural that people be concerned
the city is moving toward losing
the small town spirit, but hopes
that isn’t the case.

Instead, he believes by making
everything centrally located

communication and goodwill.

might be better promoted.

But discussions about the Civic
- Cultural Center frequently
point to the concern that it might
make city government imper-
sonal. ’

For instance, when an address
had to be decided on for the new
City Hall, Councilman Mel
LeBaron objected to the designa-
tion ‘“Number One Civic Center
Circle” that Wedin proposed.
LeBaron preferred a Birch
Street address.

But Councilman Sal Gambina
said it all when he described
Civic Center Circle as *‘hard
rather than home towny.”

Despite these concerns, the
‘“*hard” address was opted for
with a 4 - 1 vote. Only LeBaron
dissented.

|
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New Place To

By LAURA WINGARD
DSP Staff Writer

BREA — Anyone wishing to
fight City Hall in Brea had better
not show up at 401 S. Brea Blvd.
anymore.

The local government — after
making its home for 51 years on
Brea Boulevard — has a new ad-

dress effective today. .
Now battlers of City Hall — and

anyone nmam who has friendlier

business to take care of there —

will have to trek to the $14 million
Civic - Cultural Center on Birch
Street. A

City employees spent last week
packing and used the weekend to

o d . -

vie Cultural Center:

A

Fight City Hall

move the boxes A&.v.mvo_.io..w..
and files into the new site. ’
" City Manager Wayne Wedin is
‘mostly credited with bringing -
- the center to Brea.-His idea was
to put all city business and ac-
' tivities under one roof. . - i
The Civic - Cultura) Center will
do that with the building housing

BOXED IN — Brea Fire Department employee Pat Stokes ““boxes’
weekend as City Hall cleared out of its Brea Boulevard home and m

Lo

(Star-Progress Photo by Juaquine Matthews)

through the files that were moved this
oved to the new Civic-Cultural Center.

A I

all city departments including"
fire and police.

It will also accommodate a
6,800 - square - foot theater, a
6,000 - square - foot art gallery, a
color television studio, a 350 -
seat community room, an execu-
tive conference training center,
the Brea Public Library, the ad-

- ministrative offices for the Brea -
" Olinda Unified School District, a
“council meeting chamber and

separate rooms for the council
members.

Although the big moving date
was delayed by seven months
due to heavy rains and construc-
tion problems, Wedin said most
city workers were ready to pack
and leave.

But the city manager admit-
ted, nostalgic memories made
the move tough for longtime
employees. ‘‘This is the only
building they’ve ever known,” he
said. 3

And the two government struc-

tures have scarce similarities.
They are more a study in con-
trast.

The old City Hall captured the
quaint small town image Brea
has maintained for so long. Obvi-
ously, there was a mp...osw reluc-
tance to abandoning it.

The new Civic - Cultural
Center, on the other hand, is part
of the-affluénce that hit Brea in

rﬁe.-:.:.o._ on A-2)
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OUR OPINION

%7 Eilling the Well
For Brea’s Ivory Tower

Did the politicians in Brea bite
off more than they could swallow

when they approved construc-
tion of their multi- million dollar,

“jvory tower"' commonly known
among the elite of Brea as the
civic/cultural center?

Did the political lords of the
city make a momtumental mis-
take by going ahead with civic
center plans despite passage of
Proposition 13 a year before con-

. structionof the new center wasto
. begin?

.V—row.__"v‘...-.l

~ sessment.

Only time will give Brea citi-
zens the answers to these ques-
tons. And it may take taketime to
heal the many wounds in the
pride of the city officials who
were bound and determined to
saddle their citizens with a mon-
strous, expensive, concrete
monument to themselves.

In the meantime, however, re-
sidents of Brea are being asked

to subsidize this political monu- -

ment to a tune unheard of when
construction estimates were
given prior to the start of con-
struction. The city is asking citi-
zens of Brea, through the
backdoor of the Brea Mall, to
fork over $17.8 million over the
next 20 years to help pay for the

* concrete monstrosity extending

into the skyline at Birch and
Randolph.

If ever there was a case of how
government eats away at the
moral fibers of our society, its
exists in Brea today. There has
been talk that the city is nearly
broke so far as funds to complete
its civic / cultural center is con-
cerned and to off - set this low
bank balance, the politicians

“have done what most politicians
do when faced with a money

crisis. They dip a little deeper
into our pockets...bleed us just a
litle bit more.

Rarely do these politicians
think the best way to react when
the money well runs dry is to stop
spending.

Here's what the city fathers in
Brea plan to do to make up the
difference they need to complete
redevelopment (principally the

‘building and financing of the new

civie/eultural center). They have

made the Brea Mall area a spe- -

cial assessment district and as
such can legally (by political
law) charge tenants in the mall
special assessment fees. By any
other name it's a special tax as-
sessment. The city politicians
have told Homart Development
Co.,developer of the Mall; Sears,
May Co., Broadway and
Nordstrom that they would be
required to pay $17.8 million over
the next 20 years. Homart, in
lurn, notified the small tenants at
the mall that they would pay $7
million as their share of this as-

ends meet, is adding insult and
another tremendous financial
burden to shoppers at the Brea
Mall. |
In order to make the special
assessment district at the mall ‘v
legal, the local politicians had to
designate some benefit the mall
will receive by being located
where it is. So, back to the civic/
cultural center we go. Using a
broad term for benefit, the city
staff has said that the civic / cul-
tural center will be a benefit to
mall properties. c

The official staff recommen- r
dation for the need for this spe-
cial assessment district is to de-
fray expenses of redevelopment,
including the civic / cultural
center. .
We agree with mall attorney
Robert Break when he said the
development of the civic / cul-
{ural center would “benefit the
city, not the (mall) owners of the
project.”

Break, in testifying at a hear-
ing this Week against the imposi-
tion of the new tax, said the as- |
sessment would result in a high
turnover of mall tenants, non -
competition and higher prices
leading toloss of sales and result- |
ing in the loss of revenues to the
City of Brea.

Rose Marie Marr, owner of Tif-
fany's Bakery in the mall, called
the proposed assessment ‘‘irres-
ponsible, ill - conceived, im-
moral.”” Amen! We have been
preaching in these columns for
many years the immorality of
government.

Ms Marr also said.‘“The con-
tention that I'll benefit by the
civic and cultural center is hog-
wash.” Again, Amen! We doubt
anyone except the politicians and
bureaucrats of Brea will derive
much benefit from the center. On
the other hand, if the center will
keep the Brea politicians and
bureaucrats at home and off
their many expensive junkets
they take each year, maybe the
center ( because it’s there) would

‘have son‘\le positive affect.

Some small tenants at the mall
are concerned they may be
forced qut of business with the
added expense to do business
there. That’s the way it is in the
free market. Free enterprise
people realize that if they can't
compete, they can't survive,
Free enterprisers are also aware
that they must conduct their
businesses as frugally as they
can ... spending only when it's
necessary. It's called living
within one's means.

Too bad the politicians of Brea
have neyer grasped this free en-
terprise concept of living within
one's means. Had they learned

this_lesson. perhans the city
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broke so far as funds to complete

its civie / cultural center is con-
cerned and to off - set this low
bank balance, the politicians
have done what most politicians
do when faced with a money
crisis. They dip a little deeper
into our pockets...bleed us just a
litle bit more.

Rarely do these politicians
think the best way to react when

«: (hemoney well runsdry istostop
- spending.

Here's what the city fathers in
Brea plan to do t0 make up the
difference they need to complete
redevelopment (principally the

“puilding and financing of the new

civic/cultural center). They have
made the Brea Mall area a spe- -
cial assessment district and as
such can legally (by political
law) charge tenants in the mall
special assessment fees. By any
other name it's @ special tax as-
sessment. The city politicians
have told Homart Development
Co., developer of the Mall; Sears,
May - Co., Broadway and
Nordstrom that they would be
vequired topay $17 .8million over
the next 20 years. Homart, in
wurn, notified the small tenantsat
the mall that they would pay $7
million as their share of this as-
sessment.

Now we all know, or we should
know, who will ultimately pick
up the tab for this $17.8 million
assessment. It'll be the already
strapped shopper who finds

- prices have already skyrocketed

because of government caused
inflation. To add this addiditonal
assessment at a time when most
people find it difficult to make

LLadt
many yé
government.

Ms Marr also said."“The con-
tention that I'll penefit by the
civic and cultural center is hog-
wash.” Again, Amen! We doubt
anyone except the politicians and
bureaucrats of Brea will derive
much benefit from the center. On
the other hand, if the center will
keep the Brea politicians and
bureaucrats at home and off
their many expensive junkets
they lak? each year, maybe the
center (because it's there) would
have some positive affect.

Some small tenants at the mall
are concerned they may be
forced out of business with the
added expense to do business
there. That's the way it is in the
free market. Free enterprise
people realize that if they can't
compete, they can't survive.
Free enterprisers are also aware
that they must conduct their
businesses as frugally as they
can ... spending only when it's
necessary. It's called living
within one’s means.

Too bad the politicians of Brea !

have never grasped this free en-
terprise concept of living within
one's means. Had they learned
this lesson, perhaps the city
would not be in the financial pre-
dicament it's in today.

Proposition 13 was not only
meant to cut property taxes, but
it was amandate from the people
that government curtail un-
necessary spending. It was, we
believe, a mandate to begin liv-
ing within the bounds of financial
decency.

L

5—%”",
ars the immorality 0
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TAJ MAHAL - The Brea Civic Cultural Center as artist sees it, has fallen behind
schedule ond residents are left to imagine how it will look when completed.

‘Taj Mahal’ smells fishy, but board

goes ahead - hook, line and sinker

The majority of the school
board members expressed
their concern for costs in-
volved in moving district
offices from the exisung
location to the civic cultural
center before voting to go
ahead with project cost
estimates of nearly $250,000.

Costs break down like this:
$247,050 total; $198,880 for
construction; $19,670 for
furniture; the balance for
architectural fees, moving
and telephones.

Board President John
James expressed concern
that the district was con-
tinuing to spend money,
rather than putting money
back into the classroom. He
said that Prop. 9 cuts could
mean a reduction of from 35
o 37 percent in next year's

budget.

Norm De Jong suggested a
conservalive use of space,
recommending an alter-
nauve use for redevelop-
menl  money, reparing
roofing on existing facillies

Architect Tony Anthony,
who is in charge of designing
for the 10,000 sq. fool, fourth
floor space, recommended
using onsile contractors for
all plumbing and electrical
work.

He also said that the city's
construction manager would
handle bids, but board
members balked at that

suggestion, saying they
wanted control over the nd
process.

Karl Zappa wanted to see

bids before being required Lo
pay the bills. John James

felt there was something
fishy about the procedure
proposed by Anthony. He
said there was something
going on at city hall.

Having said that, the
board voled to let Anthony
handle bidding, approved
the plans and cost estimaltes
for the project.

Garrettt Dittmar and Karl
Zappa returned the only no
voles on the measure.

Dittmar  questioned the
need for what he called a Taj
Mahal. While stopping short
the plan a
ar refused to vote
until he could have
more ime Lo prepare.

Zappa was more specific,
saying her would not vote for
the plan without a ceiling
placed on project costs.

The country library
facility in the Civic/Cultural
Center is schedule to open on

July 1, 1980, but county and

city officials are still not in
agreement on who is going to
pay the lion's share of the
cost.

At the end of last year,
Supervisor Edison Miller
proposed that the county pay
15 cents per square foot to
the city to lease 13,000
square feet. Commerical
leasing to private tenants is
being billed at $1.25 per
square foot. The city had
requested the county to
share in the cost of im-
proving the facility and, in
addition, to pay a substantial
portion of the commerical
leaserate.

Plans for the civic center
go back to 1973 and have
always included space for a
library, theater, museum,
art gallery, and ad-
ministrative offices for the
city and the school board.

Should the city fail to
reach agreement with the
county, the space set aside

BREA NEWS TimES

Final chapter opens: climax
is at hand for Brea’s books

for a library would be leased
to private enterprises for the
full rental fee of $1.25 per
square foot.

At a press conference -

called for that purpose,
Mayor Sal Gambina and
Mayor Pro Tem Don Fox
announced that negotiations
with the county have
resumed in earnest. Fox
clarified the reference to re-
opening negotiations by
saying that negoitiation

never really stopped; only -

the characters changed as a
result of Miller’s ap-
pointment to replace Ralph
Dietrich as supervisor.

In a telephone  con-
versation with Supervisor
Miller on Monday, the News-
Times learned that Miller’s
office had withdrawn from
the negotiation process.
Barabra Fox, whom Miller
identified as a GSA emplyee,
had been placed in charge of
the meetings with Brea
officials.

“I'm sure this can be
worked out with the county,”
Miller said. ‘‘The 15 cents

originally offered is the
minimum the county is
paying and that figure is
rather out dated now."”’

The County Board of
Supervisors has arrived at a
consensus, according to
Miller. Money, which was to
be taken from surplus funds,
has now been found to pay
for a larger portion of the
cost of improving the library

space.
Miller would not say what
funding level the county

would be willing to go to, but
indicated that it would be
higher than the maximum
they are now paying for
rental space for other county .
library facilties; 46 cents.
Construction of the civic
center is more than one
hundred days behind
schedule, according to
Gambina, but city officals
are anxious to reach
agreement with the county
so the on-site contractor can:
be used to finish the library
at a cost well below what it
would require to bring in a
new contractor.
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- County, City Agree
On Brea Library Plan

BREA The Orange County
7 Board of Supervisors has given
. its conceptual approval to fund-
“"' ing a new library for the city.
i A tentative agreement, ac-

™ cepted by the City Council Tues-
day, paves the way for a present
storefront library on Brea

Boulevard to be moved into a

10,000 - square - foot space on the
_:! third floor of the new Civic - Cul-

tural Center.

" The proposal calls for $400, 000
¢ in revenue sharing funds, ear-
- marked for Brea, to be transfer-

i el

s A e et

red to the city with an additional
$200,000 belng put up by the
county to equip the facility:

The county will be required to
lease the space from Brea for 55
years at a cost of $1,153 a month.

It is not known who will pay for
cbmpletlng the inside of the facil-
ity.

If the county does not put upthe
required $200,000, the city could
finish the capital improvements,
according to City Manager

- Wayne Wedin, and be paid back

with interest by the county.

Fund Cen’rer, |

... BREA'— To pay for-con- -
“ struction of the new $14 mil-
lion civic-cultural center,
the city council has an-

| /nounced its intention to
“form a special assessment
district.

The district would en-
compass the Brea Mall re-
development project area
and raise an estimated
$17.9 million over 25 years.

~Assessment fees would

- | be levied against the five |-
ey property owners of the

i1 leavied against homeow-
=) Ders.

Construction of the mall
was aided by a city rede-
velopment project prior to
passage of Proposition 13.

-In exchange .for paying
for streets, sewers and wa-

[_'_‘;_jﬂ ter hookups — designed to
induce major firms to the |-

o = creased property taxes
from the area.

-But passage of Proposi-
tion 13, lowering property
taxes, left the city with less
money than it expected.
And it left the city short

g $17.9 million to pay off bond
debts, including bonds sold
to pay for construction of |

" the new center next to the |-

- Mall.

-Based on a consultant’s
e§timate detailing forma-
tion of the special assess-
ment district, Homart De-
vélopment Co. would pay
more than $8 million in

fees
“‘" “Nordstrom’ s, May Co.,
- Broadway and Sears would :
-, each pay fees in excess of |:.
$2 million.

.: Brea Mall and would not be |

redevelopment area — the |- -
i city expected to gain in- |
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,Board Allots $600,000 For OC Library In Brea Civic Center.

. ; tion of the civic center is
will be removed from ac- by the city. Bk be asid the mid-summer. But Wedin

i the interi- e ; i
square-foot suite. The two  Beach to design counts to develop the for- city is looking for alternate i i |

I

o ] .

‘D By TRACIE CONE prepay $600000 for a 55 and we can go ahead and TS L ) 0Ny Giss o 3 velop t
Register Staff Writer year lease on the suite in Use the money to our ad- 2 ver which would take | ooE_»v. funds for the pro-  mer Nike missile site as 2 means of funding ‘\headdi-  the interior of the library
SANTA ANA — County the still-unfinished build- vantage,” said City Mana- pute o ; Ms.- Pledge, will park and $150,000 will come Ms. Pledge said the a A 't be complete until

on the $225,000 project. Ject, said edg Pom @ community center tional $200,000 will be al-  won . —.Fv o thet- |

supervisors have allocated  ing. The city had requested  Ber Wayne Wedin. At its meeting Tuesday, be reallocated from two oy

i li- :

$600,000 for a county library  an annual rent of up .to Under terms of the agree- s uncil hired .‘ ts located from a county be in i

facility in the new. $14 mil-  $124.800. ment with the county, the (¢ CKy SonCl NG F mﬁmﬁaﬂ_ﬂﬁwﬁﬁﬂq Wedin said the two pro- -brary fund. le. tion by the end of the fall. |

lion Brea civic-cultural ““We settled for the lesser  City must completely finish " 8" P TN UGkt of Brea. Nearly $250,000 jects still are being pursued  © Target date for comple- = _

facility. fee because it is prepaid, the interior of the 10,000- P i : e s e k|
The Tuesday decision | . os = H 5T E ey |

ends a lengthy dispute be- | | M.ZMMNn_ou.nur ﬂw T ﬂ A

tween city and county offi- | ERR . L

cials. Brea officials had oailyy MAY 8 1980 _ , { W - .

wanted the county to spend
nearly double what 3rd Dis-
trict Supervisor Edison
Miller said the county could

2a Civic -Cultural Center to Get Library W 5

>22&8~3 :xs Jo Pledge, | 5 ' By JACK BOETTNER ' City officials have been seeking 2n ﬁ:m,mammwouwwzm | ek
executive uuﬂlh“n to !m., i .WWT Times Stat! Writer m._:ammagm mwmquwwm nm. The :Ugwohnuunn. P uie
, ocated in a sho ‘ I
ler, the county agreed to .‘ REA — The city got what it wanted this week for the ! s = N

Civic-Cultural Center — a county branch library. e

limaxing months of negotiations, the Orange County : :
] : d of Supervisors approved a one-shot outlay of $600,-
! E _ for a 55-year rental of 10,000 square feet of space on :
e th{ main level of the center for the library.
= 2 ity Manager Wayne Wedin said Wednesday that the
nty's investment in the library will include another
,000 for the purchase of new books and equipment.
rea will add another $400,000 for construction, Wedin
said, The funds will come from county revenue sharing
mgney earmarked for the Nike Base Park Project and the
copversion of the old police station into a community cen-
te
: 1 x edin said-the ¢ity will seek new sources of funds for
- 4 these projects.
i = gmpletion of the $14-million center, a redevelopment
préject, has been delayed by rains. City officials now fore-
t oécupancy in the late summer or early fall.
: Wedin said that the library move-in timetable is prob-
leatical.
s : . 'The city has until September to prepare the plans and
5 i spgcifications for the library,” Wedin said. “We hope to |
& : :: _._m work started in September. What we have now isa |
= S -
%.5 .not sure what the county librarian will want. ,

r

r——

Aspuming the wants are not too difficult, I would hope to
se :._.n library in and functioning around the first of next
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More about . }

(Continued from page 2)
developer who has started a
project in the city in Em last
decade has been required to
pay for all public  im-
provements, either a:.m..u:v..
at the start of a new project,
or through taxes paid to the
Redevelopment Agency.
. “Residents of the city have
been paying into the Orange
County Santation District
through taxes and fees for
years. Residents of Olinda
have not been paying these
kinds of costs. The policy of
the city has been con-
sistant.”

MAR 13 ym,cd .
Civic-Cultural Center Finances

Continued from page 1

repay the cost to the city by munication with the state and the City of Brea, in an
paying a special tax in- government, Senate Bill 55 effort to protect the in-
crement in the future. was passed. That bill states vestment of city funds.
Financing is called ‘tax clearly that cities, like Brea, Admitting that efforts to
increment financing.’ with debts that were in- explain the sometimes
A binding legal contract curred before passage of complex language used in
between the owner - par- Prop. 13, can establish a discussions of redevelop-
ticipant (Brea/Homart) was  special assessment district ment, one high level city
entered before passage of to regain the losses that official commented, *If
Prop. 13. Brea had incurred came about unintentionally Ssomeone is interested in
a legal debt of $14,275,000 when 13 became law. It the using this issue to get my

ek Long Investigation 4, .
_ACivic-Center finanes

2O ._nancially solid
* Charges Politically motivated

by David E, Dittman huhm.u One
“The net change in the Conversations - with city

Council
original contracts for con. 5»52.&5%. swn.«nmwm._ officials ¢,

. d s E
testing - ang inspection, ar. Management team,. a5 well n:wm.wunw.:ﬂnsnmznnm:oﬁA

chitectural fees and . as private individuals ° s and the cen which had to be repaid over city was not allowed to job, I doubt there is anything : e :
lingency funds nSo::W.o"” familiar with pubjic finance ' b:.w_ocﬂun %Mﬁc..a attack agaj a specific period of time. create an assessment Icandoaboutit Itis simply Discussion :-.ao,m.%
$55,000 in round figures " 4 ! Brea had delivered on its district, the Brea Mall would to difficult to explain so that representatives of n

laws and Procedures, g tax as iy :.MW M_
o A : ent distrie
. pesultex US:  Redevelopm h
5 0se to an investigat; . .n_nsn_nn. nt vm—ib—.mbnr
._.ﬁvoss fhe s e n“.mah:ﬂ.. In-process changes, and that .ﬂnm.. M.m iy

Village Homeowners group :
have been held for nearly ten
years, according to sources
at_city hall. This contradicts
the allegation made last
week, at the council
meeting, by Mel LeBaron
that the city has not been
openly communicating with
residents.

The results of in-
vestigations conducted
throughout the week have
revealed that an organized
effort is underway which
had, as its principle, if not its

part of the agreement. realize a windfall profit from everyone can - understand
When Prop. 13 passed, it work performed in good it.”
reduced the Mall's taxes like  faith by the city. The Mall Another official stated that
everyone elses. Since Brea would enjoy all the benefits single issue negativism can
had an obligation to repay of the public improvements, have drastic impact on the
the bonds for the im- while repaying only a small community. ‘‘Most groups
- Pprovements aroundthe Mall, portion of the value which  that have a single purpose
. and repayment was based on they contracted to pay. focus on smaller, less’
* tax rates in effect before The special assessment sweeping areas. This one
- Prop 13, they were faced district which has been could effect the future of
ﬁpﬂ%ﬁ%_ﬂnm. default on the ‘_.m?__,m:nma in charges of everyresident of the city.”
i nc ebt. ‘negligence, mismanagem- Responding to char
are purchaseq by - 5 City officials contacted the ent’ and worse, is nothing  that wonmEmMH of Ow_.moﬁ
authors on Prop 13 and the more than anattempt by the Canyon have been treated
state legislature to clarify  city government to reinstate differently, a spokesman at
. theintent of Prop13, the terms of the contract as city hall said that every

~A

..o:E:». E..n«n.o:ne:.uan_._uaa. D
contracts were awardeq foe Looking further into were reviewed gz lengty :

I ms | - nded
u tioned earlier, tota] vnu..u“un..n d T, o
| Costs come to §13.9 million,

That includes g3 i
GFdns nﬂn_::hn:hh_u.wm fuch higher rates, the Pn:._ﬁn:nmeQi,owﬂ:o

th ;s L followsj 7 the investor i
msoggwwmwuoumnnwu :mnh.me.,. aoeu_.&as.am Annn.h were un. . The city and a ¢ , As a result of com- originally signed by Homart (Conti only goal; removal of
size " cts of this in buildip s TP2NY e . specific members of the city

staff, election of one of their
own group to the city
council, removal of un-
sympathetic  incumbent
councilmen, seating of their
own mayor, and halting the
completion of the Civic-
Cultural Center.

al_ page 6)
1

in.wm original bond gaje &Ba&qe,sn g < Bnnzw provide For
'S 2 Matter of public  pere counci
GG lor o e fowcl andcly &
locateq agj; CBrey Made E.‘n, .
e mh_wm”._: to the Brea €xaminatiop ._.n.wmc w.nn -
s OPpment Area o discussion ESw.H__oanw

-— I”m]’/n_vc. Staff; no one making the

ﬁ JA...
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: ¥ By David E. Dittman /providing the audience with American flag that :n(
St “Why spend all that ‘what had all of the ear- above the nation’s capital,
23 money for this project?” /marks of an official response  was raised by a represen-

Congressman  William [ to community criticisms of tative of the Brea scouting

MORE ABOU1T R ) ;
i 3 Danneymeyer asked during the - redevelopment area organization and 100 year old
- 2 remarks at the dedication project. - Brea resident, John |
. q ! ceremonies for Brea's new /.“Councils will serve as LaRoche. The second flag, |
Continued from page1 | Civic-Cultural Center last . ‘long as they reflect the will that of the state of California
controversy over financing [ ; Saturday on the steps of the “/of the people,” D: y was hoisted aloft by Mayor |
of the civic center were in yet to be pleted com- luded - Sal Gambina and EIl
evidence. And, with the d plex. ', The atmosphere of the Presidente de Lagos de |
exception of an election % Dannemeyer’s question §dedication was less formal, Moreno, Teodoro Esparza. |
booth staffed by Norma | echoed the sentiments of {less rigid, than the cor- The third flag, the national |
Hicks and her supporters, some residents of the city nerstone laying of two weeks  flag of Mexico, was raisedin .
located on property between and at- least b:o.ow:&nbsn,mnmo.. e * homor of the official
the civic center and the post running for a seat on the city ¢:. From the musical prelude, delegation from Mexico. i
office, evidence of the ‘council. - played by the Brea-Olinda Prior to the formal

pending municipal election

was lacking.

Even the Hicks campaign
booth served more as a |
comfort station than a
political weigh-station. |
Hicks was serving free
lemonade, which many tired §
and thirsty marchers took
advantage of at the end of
the parade.

The event demonstrated
that the issues of the cam-
paign could be put-aside in
the interest of community
celebration.

At the other end of the
spectrum, there were those
who came to scoff and inject
anote of sarcasm:

] see you've come Llo
watch them dedication their
shell,” one man said. ““Did
anybody ask them how they
are going to pay for it?”

The turnout along the
parade route was com-
parable to that of Bonanza
Days in years past.

Actual opening of - the
complex is estimated to be 60
days off. Rain delays in the
construction of the facility
prevented opening of the

| civic center for tours as
originally planned.

s B :
N .

“It is a symbol of what :High School Band, to the dedication ceremoaies, |
America- - stands for,” .singing of the Battle Hymn clubs, schools, civic and |
Dannemeyer  said. = “It _of the Republic by St. Angela community organizations
speaks to those that are here: *.Merici Choir; the ceremony marched or road in floats
and to those-that will come, ..,fwmn:n:.w—dhun?w. and cars along a parade
after us.-This facility .is a: “Don McBride delivered the - route that- started at the
symbol of our,.dedication to | i tion ki ial  historic- city hall on south
self .- government,” Dan Brea Boulevard and ended
nemeyer continued,. an-:_of Brea’s Sister City, Lagos at the steps of the new Civic-
swering his own question. De. Moreno in Spanish. - Center.

Each new thrust seemed to' {* = Three flags were raised in Few signs of the current
be . phrased .carefully, f the

ik e o

court yard. The first, an (Continued on page 3)

{RAISING THE COLORS
“_.>U0<o the new Civic-
..,nc_nc_.n_ Center provided
1/ and opportunity for
_community involvement
efore Mayor Sal Gabina
officiated at the unveiling
4 of the dedication plaque
" |ast Saturday morning.
¥  Related photos page 22.
8 (News-Times photo by Rod
' Boren)
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BREA m M.a._n wa..».m $14 million civic-cultural center is
expected ) be ready for partial occupancy by next month.
And while it's too late to stop construction now, a group of

'

B

By TRACIE CONE

‘2 merchants is questioning the need for a center of that cost

and size.
The merchants, tenants at the Brea Mall, said the city

L * “overbuilt” when officials drew up plans for the multi-

million dollar structure.
The group’s remarks, and possible future legal action

,, against the city, stem from a city council decision last
: . month to assess mall owners to help pay for the project.
- That special assessment district is designed to collect

ggu—q%a@<ﬂ.9@.ﬁﬁﬁ<§.n%§

%~ incurred by the city's redevelopment agency from the

“i: project.

The mall merchants fear that assessment will be passed

%= on to them in the form of higher rents.

The 270,000-square-foot civic cultural center will house

“ city offices, the Brea branch of the county library, a 200-
' - seat theatre, a 6,500-square-foot art gallery, a city-
i - operated television studio,

€ the police department, a 125
seat council chamber and 10,000 square feet of office space
to be rented to private firms.

The group charges that a town Brea’s size (pop. 28,650)

" does not need such an extravagant civic center.

“Why did 53«. overbuild like that?'’ said Rose Marie
Marr, owner of Tiffany’s Bakery in the mall. **They could

" % have saved money by at least leaving out the private office

. Space, but they're going to tax us for it instead.”

The office space, renting for $1 per foot, will bring in

% $120,000 a year in revenues to help operate the center-. City

-

i

&

attorney Jim Markman said that money cannot be applied
to the construction costs.

The group's charges of overspending appear to hold up
when the cost of the Brea center is compared to civic
centers in other Orange County cities.

The city of Anaheim is in the process of moving into its
new seven-story building. With a population of 210,000,
Anaheim is nearly eight times larger than Brea. yet
officials there also allocated $14 million for a civic center.

Huntington Beach, with a population of 171,000, spent $12

o -7

nts ,Oo.m,m:c: Civic

‘They could have saved money
by at least leaving out the private
office space, but they’re going to
tax us for it instead.” Rose Marie
Marr, owner of Tiffany’s Bakery
in Brea Mall.

million six years ago for its mammoth facility, And
Westminster (pop. 70,000) has spent $5 million over the
past decade for its civic center.

Ms. Marr also charged the city went against the will of
the people in the method of financing the civic-cultural
center. She referred to a 1971 election in which Brea voters
rejected by a 21 margin a $36.6 million redevelopment
plan that would have financed the center and capital
improvements to the area.

. In January, City Manager Wayne Wedin said in an
interview that there would be no general obligation debt to
the city from the center. He said the center would be

.

{

il

St wicEaled

B 48 |
Center Need

entirely funded by taxes from the Brea Mall to pay off tl. |
redevelopment bonds used to construct the-facility. |

Ironically, the land for the center was donated to the cii | 3
by Homart Development Co., part owner of the millioi
square-foot mall. Homart will be doled the largest share ¢
the assessment — nearly $8 million. -

Senate Bill 55 allows cities to form assessment distric!
around areas proved to be benefiting from a certain cit
project. The council decided that the mall would receiv
extra business by its close proximity to the civic-cultur:
center. The council also said the mall benefits from th
ccapital improvements made to water and sewer lines an |
streets in the area. \ |
. Representatives of the five major owners of the mall- | H
Sears, May Co., Broadway, Homart and Nordstrom's - |
say they plan to file lawsuits against the city for the actiol
They have until July to take that action. - .

The ma]l merchants are in the process of securing leg: |
counsel to wage their battle. In the works, they said,coul |
be a council recall, a court injunction against the levyin |
of the assessment or a lawsuit to challenge its legality |

AR 287
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““This event will vﬂ:n“

together commerciall 3
and trade exhibits from M
the North Orange: S}
County area, as well as’y|
information on job re-i;|
8..:.63 available to citi- . “
zens,” said Mike Patino, 9
sales manager of Eo S
Expo Committee.
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senator. As part of the Gme Congressional Senior Ozﬁoarm- )
tern Program, Sen. Hayakawa will give two seniors the
chance to work in his ﬂwwzamaos D.C. office to assist in
general work assignments during the weeks of 33, 5 and

 THORNHILL or P.ATRICIA HUBAY at 526-7755.

8
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THE Om%mw_ OF COMMERCE 8E hold a “Meet

at the Ebell 3.:.. Ho :mw 6n Laguna Road.
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= |’ announced ‘that dedication “'located adjacent to the Brea

POINTING TOWARD THE FUTURE - Brea's Civic/Cultural

! Center begins to take shape. Construction scaf-

* - folding will begin to disappear soon as the complex
comes closer to bringing original renderings into
reality.

(News-Times photo by Dovid E. Dittmon)

. ceremonies for the -new

Civic/Cultural Center: have

' been -set-‘for. Saturday,

March 22. As a part of - these

{ ' ceremonies, a, parade’ will*
| take place, symbolizing.the
transfer of city operations
2 from _“the _ fifty-year-old-
1. historjcal City Hall, located

on Brea: Blvd., to'the new

e ot W

umoﬁn o_:_zsmm |

post offlice box
santaana,callf,

“Mall. -

The Cultural’Arts Com-
‘mittee ' has s selected _the
.uwnwno theme, ‘‘Brea, City
in *'Progress,” from the
suggestions submitted by the
community:  _The_ - officjal
parade entry-form js nearing
~completion and' will be'sent
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tage .4&1;..&:\. F
Center’

to _enw— 3:5.:5.@;9.8? ~.notifying-+ youth -. n.d:vm

" service : clubs:> and

businesses. Applications will *-
“ tend the -invitation to par-

also be available at City :w:
the week of January 21. .
-~ Brea-Olinda. High School
-Art Department is awaiting
_the arrival of the ‘banner -
“they - have volunteered to

-- paint, which will span Brea

.mw_enf?sﬂ are. ..EmEn ~

schools, businesses, and any
interested residents to ex--

ticipate- in this mvoﬁu_
parade.
Watch the News-Times for

additional information and -
-up-dates on Brea’s parade.
For  further information, -

v_ﬂun 3: mﬁ.ﬁmu ext. 336.

ﬁ mzw@::@ W@n@:&?.:as:v;
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DSP Staff Writer

BREA — In these days of high
prices and troubles over obtain-
ing oil supplies, one might think
Bas stations would be going out of

AU business — not unm_.E.m up.
Chevron U.S.A. of La Habra
will come before the Brea Plan-
ning Commission Tuesday to re-
quest a conditional use permit to
reconstruct a gasoline service

Of Brea Muausa Planned

‘.v.. T e

oy

Your City Council C’andidate’” night March 24 at 7:30 v.B. :

sl iinca 2

stationon Em southeast corner of
Imperial Highway and rmE,m_
Street.

In other matters, 9:5.»3—»—
Condominium Development
Corporation of Newport: Beach
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- Wiove Causes Nostalgia

 New Brea City Hall Oﬁmﬂm.gcsn& |

By JACK UO“%ZHP Times Staff Writer

Brea City Clerk Dorothy Storm and her top aide, Au-
. drey Oxandaboure, were taking a breather Friday.
*  They had joined other city employees in cleaning out
- . theiroffices in the old City Hall, built in 1929, for a move
.- today and Sunday to the new $14-million Brea Civic-
* Cultural Center. . St i
Storm and Oxandaboure are the oldest city employees
in point of service. Both have mixed emotions about
making the move.
" “I know that we'll have more space and better facili-
. ties to serve the residents of Brea,” said Storm who
. came to work for the city as part-time city clerk in 1959.
.m..W_n_... I'll miss the home-town atmosphere of the old City
B “] got attached to it sentimentally. I'm leaving a lot of
“ good memories. Some of the people who used to come in
> to pay their water bills when 1 first started working
" here still do. They always had time to talk about what
s was going on around town. .
Open for Business 2
& “The city clerk’s office was in the water department
..ﬂ:m:-%gwggiw Perry Wood came

in to pay his bill and stopped tochat. He's beendoing -

" » thatfor 2l yearsthatIknowof. s . _

..>_opon§u_mggon50§59.=wuﬂ§ﬁ ;

that, but, on the other hand, there are so many good
. . things about the new center . >
y The new City Hall will open for business at 8 am.

: ‘Monday - while the finishing touches 7still are being .

- _applied in some parts omr:n»_co._n‘\n_.wmo.ooo-mn:uh?
-; foot building on the fringe of the Brea Mall. .

!

T

Deputy City Clerk Oxandaboure holds the distinction
of being the senior employee in years of service making
the move. Charles Russell was mayor wﬁunFm/vo took a
part-time job in the city clerk’s office in 1955.

The present city manager, Wayne Wedin, was play-
ing football for Brea-Olinda High School at the time.

“I was one of only four women in City Hall in those
days,” Oxandaboure recalled. “The Police Department
was across the-hall. I used to answer the police radio.
The Fire Department was downstairs.

« kinda liked those days better than now. The atmos-
phere was friendly. There was none of the rushing
about. You felt closer to people. But it changed as the
city grew.”

. The city had a population of about 900 when the old
| City Hall was completed 51 years ago. Currently, the
population is estimated at 28,500.

Storm has been reelected four times as city clerk.

Wearing a T-shirt lettered “City clerks do it in
‘minutes” and a corduroy hat in observance of Hallo-
ween, Storm conducted a brief guided tour of the City

Hall-Cultural Center. It was built on four acres donated
' to the city by the Homart Development Co.

City Departments

i o All of the city departments will be located on the fifth
oor.

Storm said a counter will be located on the third floor
to enable the public to conduct a lot of its City Hall busi-
ness at one convenient stop. N AR < %

.~ The City Council will hold its first meeting in the ne
center Tuesday night e Ao :

“The center is opening more than seven months later
than onw.-nmbw“.mnfaﬁa. City officials- blame rainy )
weather and strikes for the delay. )

Dedication ceremonies for the modernistic center
were conducted March 22-after a parade from the old

< City-Hall to the new-site. - B

The innovative, center blending cultural” activities
__with governmental operations includes, or will at com+
‘pletion, a 6.800-square-foot theater where the Cal S¥*

Fullerton Cabaret unit will perform, a color .h_w..r
studio, a 350-seat community room, an execufi y'"

ference training center, an Orange Count, mem

brary, the administrative offices for th 5
unified School Distiret, council meet A
rooms for council members. \ - i

Brea A,u_.q Cle
Oxmaamvoc..m_..x &

%

s i s s i

- Dorothy st ; :
deputy cj orm, right, 3 4 A £ St s
Ll’/hw'-'ﬂ.(’ﬂhmﬂx. .go “—wﬂnubn“._ﬂ‘m 2 :._°<m=@ experi - e 8

{ s 2% 2O 'once. After 51 years LomAngeics e
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New city hall,
changes mark

By GISELA MEIER
News Tribune Writer

BREA — For this city, 1980 has been a year of tran-
sitions, marking the beginning of a new chapter in the
city's story.

Along with a new location for City Hall, the year
brought a change in Brea’s leadership and a shift in
the focus of city government to reflect the reality and
needs of the new decade.

The most obvious transition for the city was the
opening of the new Civic-Cultural Center, the product
of more than 10 years of planning.

The new structure is the realization of a dream to
create a real city center where government and
educational offices are united alongside cultural
facilities, with financial, office and shopping centers
located nearby. ' ” .

The $14.2 million building, designed for flexibility
and efficient use of space,will accommodate expan-
ding City Hall offices as Brea grows to its magimum
population of 60,000 to 80,000 people. ‘

Meanwhile, the extra space will be leased to private
businesses, to offset the cost of operating the building.

The structure is also a monument to the cooperation
among local agencies for the efficient use of tax
funds.

In addition to City Hall, the administrative center
for the Brea-Olinda Unified School District has moved

into the building. The school board will share the '

council chambers and other facilities with the city to
avoid duplication of expenses.

“‘The cooperation and coordination that is possible
now is something we’ve never had before,” said City
Manager Wayne Wedin.

When the police department moves into the building
during February, the city will consolidate its com-
munications system for police, fire and government
vehicles, again elminating unnecessary duplication.

The Brea Branch Library is expected to move into
the building sometime during the spring.

With the center’s art gallery already showing its
third exhibit, and the theater opening in January, the
structure will emerge as a true cultural center, not
only for Brea but for the entire surrounding region,
said Wedin.

But the big-city look of the Civic Cultural Center
doesn’t mean an end to the small-town atmosphere
that Brea cherishes, said Mayor Don Fox. Instead,
the building will provide a new focal point for the ci-
ty’s activities.

““The important thing is to bring Brea of the past
along with Brea of the future,” said Fox. “You can’t
run out of friendship, goodwill, trust, helping people
out.”

/
U

leadership
Brea's year

the Carbon Canyon area. One of the council’s major
actions during 1980 was the establishment of a new

sewer district for that area.

The city is involved in a reassessment of its stan-
dards for the development of homes along hillsides.
The decisions that stem from this review will deter-
mine what the canyon looks like in future years.

During the next year the city also will be concerned
about the smooth continuation of redevelopment in
area C, where the sale of school district property has
enabled the city and BOUSD to develop a joint school
and park.

1980 was a year of adjustment to Prop. 13 and other
legislation that reduced local funding. P
Although Brea was forced to become more ef % en
in its operation, the city’s strong economic base
enabled it to recover almost entirely much faster than

t cities, said Wedin,
mgg)verall. Brea as a city is economically healthy,
and I expect it to continue to be s0,” said Wedin.

The city manager sees a positive future for Brea,
although it won’t come without work, diligence and
sacrifice.

“Those aren't obstacles but stepping stones to deal
with the challenges of the future,” he said. “‘Brea does
have a destiny, and that is the sum total of hopes and
aspirations of the people in Brea.”

1980 was also an election year. In April, councilmen |

Sam Cooper and Carrey Nelson were replaced by Ron
Isles and Norma Hicks. .

] think we have a good, strong council,” said Fox.
“They are intelligent and motivated. They are
thinkers and doers.”

Fox said the city couldn’t have found a better group
to guide the community through its current period of
transition from a rapidly developing city to a finan-
reial and cultural leader in the North Orange County

area. —
~ With a solidly established financial base, the city
can now turn its attention to more people-oriented ac-
tivities, such as park development, programs for
youth and senior citizens and maintenance of existing
facilities.

“'The council has developed a long-range program of
action — Communication '80s — that reflects this shift
in emphasis from physical development to
humanistic development.

The purpose of Communication '80s, said Wedin, is
to assure that life enjoyment and the quality of life in
Brea continue to improve at a time whén other com-
munities are becoming less desirable.

The council also recognizes the next decade will
mean decreasing funds and shrinking energy
resources for the city.

The council hopes to prepare for the future by in-

creasing the communication between the public and |

city government and by encouraging volunteerism,
Major construction in the city dropped off during

1980, with new building valuation for the first 11 mon- |

ths of this year falling more than $12 million below
that for the same time last year.
The last large area of quyet to be developed is

I/
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Sl OHNIOH, . ‘4 Cartoonist Says It All

We have called the new Brea Civic/Cultural Center (city hall) a con-
crete monstrosity . . . a waste of taxpayer funds and other things inour
. editorial columns. It’s obvious we’re not the only ones who think this
1 way. = |
~ TheDaily Star - Progress received an unsigned sheet of paper through
the mail recently. On that paper was a rough drawing of an editorial _
! .. cartoon depicting a building which represents the new civic/cultural |
i [ center. The drawing also had figures representing people walking into |
" the foyer of the new structure with one individual saying, *‘I dedicate H
! this new city hall as a monument depicting the travesty of government
w - that does not have to account to the people it serves.”
e Beneath the cartoon the perpetrator of the cartoon credited the artist
T ) as being, *‘an over-governed, frustrated Brea businessman.”’
o W " Look atit this way. At least the businessman is being governed from a |
', modernistic Taj Mahal style $14.5 million governmental building. We |
apeny o . ' hope he knows: i he’s helping pay for that building. ‘
pacific clippings : ,_
post offlce box 11789 . . )
santaana,callf.92711

" Not Playing By Rules

It'sinteresting that Brea City government can get by with some minor
and not so minor violations of the same rules it expects the private
sector to abide by to every degree of the letter of the law.

A private citizen pointed out violations of these rules at the new Brea
Civic / Cultural Arts Center and these violations were shrugged off
matter - of - factly by city officials. Even OSHA, that bureaucratic
agency that makes it tough on the private guys when they get out of line,
seemed unconcerned when approached by this private citizen about
cowmmw_o@ﬁm violations.

The citizen has charged the city with having no operating permits
posted in the center’s elevators and no occupancy permits exist for the
Brea - Olinda Unified School District office or the law offices of city
“ attorney Jim Markman. The citizen also complained about exposed
: electrical wiring and lack of heating and air conditioning for proper

ventilation in the school offices.

There is some question whether there are any violations existing as
the private citizen charges. Elevator operating permits supposedly
need not be openly exhibited in elevators, so long as an operating permit
exists, according to one city official. Elevator permits were issued Dec. | .
15 for the center. We question whether these permits need not be dis-
played. It is almost impossible to find buildings owned by private com-
panies which do not have these permits openly displayed.

As to occupancy permits, Fire Chief Dick Francesconi said that the

.+ mainreasons for these is to control the storing of flammable liquids and

*., nobody is ever held up in conducting business in a new building ifissuing

" anoccupancy permit is delayed. In essence, Francesconi is saying that

his department would give private business the same cooperation it has

given to the civic/ cultural center. We have no reason to doubt his word.

We know Francesconi to be an honest individual who has devoted many

voluntary hours working on community projects such as the Bonanza

Days committee and other worthwhile Brea Chamber of Commerce
projects.

With this matter - of - fact attitude on the part of the city to abide by its
own rules, though, we wonder if all those regulations saddled upon
private business by local politicians are all that necessary after all.

Wouldn’t we all be better off not having such petty and silly regula-

tions of business facilities? We think so.
rf

|
|
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A New City Hall
\lQ .as 3
_rm,.m\ with a bit of sadness that we reported that m.w_.mn M...:wmﬂ.m %w:_mh _“_MM% :

i i illion complex on Birch Stre€t.
fight city hall from a $14 milliol > e ngery
isfi i hitectured building on
satisfied that a unique Spanish archi re, D sisten upon

rd served the city for 51 years, the b X
me_—mm% their multi - million dollar city center...a center for which

i i to for years.
it f Brea will be coerced to contribute r )
Qw.wwﬂﬂwvmm old - timers who looked upon Brea as being w%mﬂ.om mgﬂ___ﬁ.
Town, U.S.A. the new civic center may be somewhat 0! a disappo!

ment. It puts Brea bureaucracy right up among the big fellas.
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: 35D
- Restauranteur Carl Karcher (second from left) gets a closer look
- as work continues on Brea’'s new $14.2 million Civic-Cultural
. Center near Brea Mall. Karcher is the first in a series of business
- leaders invited to tour the site. Ron Molendyk, director of the ci-

“VIP TOUR

R R A

SE

“ ) News Tribune Photo

ty’s community services department, assistant city manager
Terry Bellanger and the Rev. Robert Williams, cultural arts °
commissioner, are conducting the tours in an effort to recruit |
donors for the facility’s theater and art gallery.




TS TN R SR UEREW TR

= i

pacific clippings ;r—— A

C‘VE“(‘SI TIMES

L]

P APR1O 1980
‘CEN:

Yolitical move outflank
nds with disputed ‘letter’ motion.

By DavidE. Dlllm:b'
- major subject of cam-
gn controversy was
ught to a close by
arate actions take on
secutive days last week,
ulting in an agreement on
method of funding the
posed county branch
ary in the Civic-Cultural
iter.
he ‘agreement in con-
t' was not without
ipromise and conflict at
Tuesday's Brea City
ncil meeting.
s approved Wednesday
the County Board of
ervisors, the proposals

calls for reallocation of
approximately $400,000 in
county revenue-sharing
funds from two other
projects in Brea to the
library. An additional
$200,000 would be expended
by the county to equip the
library. Funds required to
complete the interior of the
proposed library facility,
approximately $200,000 for
walls, lighting fixtures and
the ceiling, would be ex-
pended by the City of Brea,
but repaid by the county in
the form of lease payments.
Terms of the lease, still
tenative at this time, call for

HRRRIARTE SO IRY

payment of $1,155 per month
by the county for 10,000 sq.
ft. in the civic center. The 55
year lease of third floor
space could generate about
$600,000. That amount
represents roughly the cost
to the city for construction of
the library portion of the
facility.

As finally approved, the
agreement represented a
sharp contast from
proposals made by the city
as late as last November. At
that time, Brea was
suggesting from 75 to 8
cents per sq. ft. for the
space, with the county

PRRRTIE 11 TG L

s opponents,

paying for completion of the
interior.

Revenue-sharing funds for
the library will be diverted
from two projects which
have previously carried high
priority labels for city
councilmen.

The first $250,000 will be
taken from the 32-acre Nike

‘park project which has been

in the works for at least six
years. Another $150,000 will
be diverted from the
proposed Youth-Community
Center that was to be housed
in the present Police

(Continued on page 2)
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abstained.
according

Outflanking *
opponents

(Continued from page 1)
personal tone, at one point,
coming down to a matter of
who possessed the mostguts. ;...

Finally, after Cooper :
brought out points from as
early as 1972 to der‘end‘hm
acceptance of contributions
from developers, Don Fox
reminded councilmembers
that there was a motion on
the floor.

“Mr. Mayor,” Cooper
interrupted. “As a point of
priviledge, I've been ‘at-
tacked and I have a right to
defend myself. Again, I
restate that all the money
I've received...there's not
one shred of evidence that I
would say to those people, or
have said to them, that I
would support what you
believe in. In general terms,
they beleive in what I am
doing and they like my free
enterprise system. And so 1
say,asfarasI'm concerned,
I'm a man of integrity and @:
will continue to be that way.
And if it is against the law to
take contributions that’s a
different story. It is not
against the law. It's not
illegal. It's not unethical. It’s
notimmoral.”

Mayor Sal Gambina called
for a roll call vote and
Councilmen, LeBaron, Fox |
and Nelson voted on a
motion which was contained °'’
in the letter from Laura
Bacon. Cooper and Gambina

That -motion, '
to” Nelson, was a

The

-

-

= p

vote to censure Cooper. T
portion of the letter to which

Nelson referred when asked
to restate the motion reads,
* believe Mr. Cooper should
be censured for accepting
developer money. If not
censured, he should be at
least abstain from voting on
every developer issue that
comes before the council if
heis re-elected.”

By raising the issue under
the agenda heading
‘Correspondence’, Nelson
prevented Norma Hicks or
Ron Isles from raising the ~
issue later under ‘Matters ;...
from the Audience’.

Both Hicks and Isles were ¥
in attendence and had copies
of Cooper’s financial
statement.

Ironically, Nelson
reportedly received $300
from the North Orange
County Board of Realtors. ©
Nelsons's campaign finance :
statement had a reported ..
$2,050 in income. Isles :
reported raising $1,963,
while Norma Hicks repor-
tedly raised only $1,440.

A spokesmen for IPS
development stated that a
representative of the Isles
campaign approached his
firm for a contribution, but
was turned down. IPS is
listed as a $500 contributor to
the Cooper campaign.

Concerned Homeowners
and Taxpayers of Brea
raised $46,174, mostly from
out of town, and spent more
than $35,288 to defeat Prop.

A. Brea Political Action
Committee, the group
responsible for qualifying
the initiative, raised only
$1,515 and spent only $565
through last week to support
Prop. A.

In the past, ‘rule-of-thumb’
campaign financing called

-

1

L aanh valta roan

for raising one dollar for |

condd 0y win tha
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BREA INSTALLS PARADE INVITATION

City Councilman Carrey Nelson, who is coordinating the dedica- \

cific 0—;- . o < : R g i Dt SR tion ceremonies for the new Civic-Cultural Center, examines-the+._

't offlce v_.._ = — ; R 3 v first visible sign that the parade will be held at 10 a.m. March 22.!

b8 g, e Approximately 50 entries have been accepted by the city, in-
cluding marching bands, antique cars and floats.

ILY STAR PROC
\a/La Habra
News Tribune
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.hw 0 : i (Star-Progress Photo)

City Manager i%ﬁu participants and visitors to city’s civic - cultural
ter symbolic Gornerstone - laying Saturday followed by luncheon. The carnerstone is shown next to
din (arrow) on a isifors on the dias included County Supervisor Ed Miller, Assemblyman Ross

Hmo_.: city n.Oc:nm_ members, Dr. Richard G. Blake, Temple Beth Tikvah and Right Rev. Msgr. Emmett
A1-- s Vimm martwans mambars of Ctirol Masonic Lodae of Brea and Fourth Degree Knights of
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Sister City GSS—. >nnm_._.¢m
sso8rea Parade Invitation

BREA — Families documents to the mayor| year, possibly with a
from Brea’s sister city, of Lagos de Moreno and: school administrator
Lagos de Moreno, have brought back a shield o: discussing the system
accepted an invitationto the Mexican city to be, under which he works
participate inthe parade placed next to the tapes-| with members of the

anddedicationofthecity try at Brea City Hall. = Mexican ranch com-
cultural center planned Both Breans noted - munity.
March 22. that Lagos de Moreno of- Chick and Appleford

On behalf of Brea’'s ficials expressed .w:Jm plan to return to Brea’s

city council and sister thusiasm about propos-1- sister city in August dur-
city committee, Clar- als~for-an exchangeof ing a two - week fair.
ence Chick and Fred( business, educational’ Their expenses are paid
Appleford extended the and professional- ideas, for with funds raised
invitation when they vis- as well as a possible pro-, through sister city
ited Lagos de Moreno duct exchange, between' committee fund raisers.

AN

with their wives last the two communities. —~  Sister city committee DEDICATION PARADE P = = 1
B 5 | B - Freparations move int i 1 B ; i

week . . .—-3@% mxvmnm —.Jm meetings are held the with the raising of the bonne: DE e .Moow“:_mmqn..ﬂm m,_:m_,ﬂ_.o_ nm...:m_. assists equipment o_um...n.o..m moving

They presented city changes to begin this second Monday of each in the heart of Good OId Brea. Councilman Carrey wZaﬁn%mmm_. "o place. The parade begins at 10 o.m.

J month at 7:30 p.m. at
Olinda Hall, 500 S. Siev-
ers St., Brea.

w b

: Nelson, who heads dedications plans for the Civic-

( X

(News-Times photo by Susan Gaede)
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VaEimeren, Hun

n Beach, 4 Rraphic
artist and instructor at Cal
Long Beach. inis the

for  designer _of the
tommissioned city (lag
_ Sometime during the week
of Junc 15, the City of Brea
Commuission.
e lavold, may
consider a fipal decision on
the design and submut 1t 10
the city council
After the June 3 com-
mission meehing it g
announced that of the a4

designs submitted.
VaEimeren's concept  was
selected. Color and
refinements  are being
worked on

In addition 1o looking over
the designs. the commission
at its most recent meeting
heard a report on planned
exhibits at the civic-cultural
center ar( gallery and

museum ;...__._n.:n
“American Images™ plus
exhibits by the Brea Art
Association and Orange

County Art Museum .

Commissioners reviewed
the contract form for use of
the 199-seat half-bow I shaped
theater, located on the third
level or the gfound floor of
the building

| 1o

of whom one of more wil

dispute over rent which
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represent them in any legal

develops, Mike McShane,
The Brass Bed, chairman of
the tenants’ group said.

The funds would pay for
the civiccultural center on
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members

recover
funds lost by
Other alternatives  are
picketing the center, a court
i Pposing the levy
assessment ar a

injunction o
of the

Brea Mall a.m:w-.\»,w
Tenants of the Brea Mal our acres of Mall sold by the
are considering four lawye; developers to the city.

The tenants are talking
about a recall of council
all of whom favor
an assessment district to
redevelopment

Proposition 13.

4]

L

ponder potential validation suit

"

validation suit™ (o
challenge the legality under
which the funds are being
sought from the owners of
the Mall. They may or may
not pass on the added
operational costs to tenants

. inthe form of higher rents.

- The ‘city . is seeking $17
million over 25 years to pay
costs of the civic-cultural
center.
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THE FINAL TOUCHES . ey
! g ice department, the Brea
i over plans for Brea’s |center, the police de theater and an exhibit
Construction workers look p Library, a 199-seat

i ing comple-
Civic-Cultural Center, which is nearing
tion next to the Brea Mall on w:.o—.. mn.oom. .M”M
$14.2 million center will :o:u.m 0._3. Hal .co
Brea-Olinde Unified School District education

i d an auditorium
‘gallery. Community rooms and
.mo_. city and school board meetings are also in-

cluded.
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-7URNS OUT FOR BREA

508y somN axay
N Tribune Writer .
.WE.»\M.J.JQ. the first time in

months, the weather smiled on

's Civic-Culktural Center as
Wﬂm%ww night showers gave way to
a bright Saturday morning for the
tomplex’s dedication.

MM.Q -delays have postponed the
completion of the $14.2 million

center for about 60 days. ac-

cording ..% city officials. %_ﬂ. )
Saturday's ceremonies, W M
were to mark the move of nnm
government from the old City mw._g
on Brea Boulevard, went off wi
a hitch.

o_._.“.sm ceremonies began at 10 a.m.
with'a parade that wound its imwm
north on Brea Boulevard then ea:
on Birch Street to the complex,

which isadjacent to the Brea Mall.\

CIVIC-CULTURAL CENTER DEDICATION CEREMONIES it
.t.-.:h John 1L.aRnrho Ewvo Maonday mnd loticin Macad~ (bea 1-£a) 7t o Nl A-sfi8i~-

1t was the s rade where
sparse crowd: 4 portions of
the parade rot. 1ld be explain-

ed by the larg® mber of the ci-
Q.m,wovc_wnm tt vere »o:\_m_.; in
e. b

..:m.mw_...w aio—.m Landreds of multi-

colored balloons and small flags

that were constanlly being waved

by smiling paracparticicipants.
There were sveral troops of

‘vic-Cultoral Ces ~r Is Dedicated .

Monday, March 24, 1980

Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Girl
/Scouts and Brownies marching
! proudly behind their individual
! banners.
/' There were -classic cars,
specially designed cars, a mobile
home, a double-decker bus and
even a diesel truck carrying a
group from Brea Pop“Warner
shouting cheers from a flatbed
trailer. .

Teodoro Esparza, mayor of
Brea’s Mexican Sister City, Lagos
de Moreno, served as grand mar-
shal. Other residents from Lagos
de Moreno, who traveled to Brea
for the special day, rode on a flat-
bed truck that carried a sign say-
ing “Amigos.” ]

Ronald McDonald waved from a
float of McDonaldland.*Mickey
and Minnie Mouse traveled in a
Mercedes Benz convertible!

There were -equestrian-groups,
with riders dressed in a variety of
costumes. The crowd: good-
naturedly gave their heartiest ap-
Plause to the youths following the
Brea Mounted Posse .with a
wheelbarrow and a shovel.;

And there were the groups from
a variety of Brea community
organizations and clubs. =

In general, it was a parade of

" Breans for Breans. As Abe pro-

gram for the ceremonies said,
“*“The council feels that thé Civic-
Cultural Center represents an op-
portunity to bring the community
together.” A
Although the center is not
without controversy, the senti-
ment seemed to prevail Saturday.
The parade ended at the un-
finished Civic-Cultural Center,
which is designed to be the center
of Em. city’s government and

~ v

3

* « SectionB

Mayor Sal Gambina called the
center ‘“‘a major breakthrough
that will be a model for other cities
to follow.””

It will house both the municipal
government, including the police
and fire departments, and the
Brea-Olinda Unified School
District offices. Gambina said that
combining the headquarters will
increase efficiency through less
duplication of facilities and ser-
vices.

The center will also house a 199-
seat theater and a 6,500-square- 1
foor space for exhibits and a
vnmsnw,dmnumnognwzvﬂmq, !

More than 400 people gathered | |
for the dedication ceremony | |:
following the parade. It included i
femarks by Rep. William Dan-
neymeyer, R-39th, a transfer of |
bound minutes of City Council 1
meetings from the old City Hall, o
three flag-raisings and the unveil-
ing of the dedicatory plaques °
honoring the efforts of past and
present councilmen. a2

Dannemeyer presented the eity
with a flag that flew over the na- -
tion’s capitol. B

He compared the Civie-Cultiral *
Center to the memorials in l
Washington, D.C., honoring
Thomas Jefferson, George -
Smwrhﬁn_: ington and Abraham Lin-
coln. 2 ;
“They put them there because 1
they are symbols of what America {
stands for,” he said. *'This |
building is a symbol of our dedica- |
tion to self-government.” ”

Wayne Wedin, city manager, *_

1

asked the crowd not to tour the
building that day because of the
large number of people present,
but said that o tanr vas kA aee
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City Hall Opens 4"
“Amid Money Woes .

By David Wity

. Register Staft Writer

BREA — The new $14

* million city hall opened for

business here Monday with
the city wondering where

- the money was coming

from to pay for it and com-
. munity relations assistant
- Barbara Vasquez peering,

on tiptoe, over the walls of
her office trying to find her

fellow employees.

Having a private office in

. a new city hall is going to

take some getting used to
for city help like Vasquez,
who has been accustomed

- to having her fellow work-

ers in sight. 1)
City clerk Dorothy Storm
has worked for the city 21

* years and, in the old city

hall on Brea Boulevard, she
was but a hoot and a holler
from all 90 or so city em-
ployees. .

Now, she’s in a private
office on the third floor of
the new civic-cultural cen-

* ter and, instead of her fel-

*' low employees, she has a .

view of Brea to the west

i and east from her window.

The new city hall is

located pext to the Brea

@%.

Mall on Birch Street and
when it opened Monday,
two of three elevators were
out of commission and peo-
ple had to be escorted into
the building, said city
manager Terry Belanger.
" The city is attempting to
levy an assessment on the
owners of the mall to pay
for the center but the own-
ers aren’t holding still for
the payment and are taking
the city to court over the

assessment.

When the old city hall
was built in 1929, there
were but 1,000 residents in
the city. Now, there are
28,000.

Within six months;, Brea-

Olinda Unified School Dis- .

trict offices, a county li-

g.-EEw&Q.

operated television studio

\are expected to be in the !

By that time, there may
be a solution to How the city

will pay for the building

and city officials will have -
become accustomed to

their new-found privacy.

“It’'ll take some adjust- z

ment,” said Vasquez.

m _.
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Problems

\O By GISELA MEIER
st News Tribune Writer

BREA — It was a change from old to new, from lit-
tle to big, from homeyness to elegance. §

But for city employees the move from the old City
Hall on Brea Boulevard to the new Civic-Cultural
Center next to-the Brea Mall apparently was a
welcome change.

About 75 staffers moved into the top floor of the
$14.2 million civic center two months ago.

They encountered a few problems. With the interior
not quite complete, they had to work around construc-
tion crews.

Lighting in some work areas was inadequate. One
section of the roof leaked during a recent rain. In the
midst of cooking breakfast in the staff kitchen, some
employees found themselves without electricity.

During the first few weeks it wasn’t unusual for an
employee or visitorto get lost in the large building.

And there have been a few adventures on the occa-
sionally erractic elevators. .

But the employees have taken it all in stride.

‘I guess everyone’s sense of humor came through,”
said Susan Farrel, a clerk typist for the community
services department. :

The public, which suffered some confusion with the
new quarters, generally has accepted the change with

a good attitude, although some residents miss the old
City Hall. o

said Mardine Bibler, business tax clerk.

The new City Hall is approximately wedge-shaped.
In the center.of the wedge are the administrative of-
fices, with other departments arranged on either side.

In one point of the wedge is the fire department, and
gm.voznm administration is headquartered in the op-
Pposite point.

Department heads and City Council members have
enclosed, glass-paneled rooms along the outside of the
building, but there ar¢Tew permanent walls in the of-
fice. The space is divided-by-$-foot-taticloth-lined,

1 50

vnlm in

““It was hectic at first, but it’s getting much better,” ’

|

-

new

portable panels arranged to create a separate little of-
fice for each employee.

_ A tall person walking through the office can see an
occasional head popping up from amidst the panels,
but short people disappear into the maze altogether.
Some employees say they have learned to recognize

* people by the tops of the heads.

These spacious modern accommodations are quite
a change from the small, crowded quarters at the old
City Hall. = -

““The old place was so cramped we were practically
working on top of each other,’”’ said personnel aide
Donna Rhine. ‘“That created -a family feeling that
we’re adjusting to being without.””

Employees who previously worked in one of the
trailer annexes at the old City Hall enjoy being under
the same-roof with the rest of the staff. -

‘“We're more of a whole now — a complete team,”
said Vi Holman, secretary to the director of communi-
ty services. ' ~

Several employees remarked that the adde
privacy will increase the efficiency of the city
employees. !

!However, the office nooks have created some
telephone confusion since it is difficult to determine
whose phone is ringing when an employee is away
from his or her desk. : )

“When someone else’s phone is ringing; you have to,
run around and try(to figure out which phone to)
answer,”” said Maxine Garrett, payroll-accounting

city offices

With the representative and about eight members
of the fire department on board, the elevator became
‘stuck between floors, where it was impossible to
escape to either level. N .

Luckily, one firefighter was carrying a portable
radio. He contacted another firefighter on the outside,

who contacted an elevator repairman. In'about a half

hour the captives were freed.

“It was not exactly a fulfilling experience,”” com-
mented fire prevention officer Bud Moody, one of the
captives. .

Later that same day, Moody and Assistant City
M Terry Belanger were trapped for 10 minutes
when an elevator door refused to open completely at
the second level.

Remarked Belanger, ‘It needed some additional
adjustment.” “ 2

On the positive side, Moody pointed out that the fire
department’s-elevated headqudrters, with windows

acing both north and south, has proved to be a good

e civic center, he said.

Aida

heard many compliments about the civic center.
. “Everyone says how beautiful the building is. They
say they're thrilled about the architecture,’” she said.

Many students and other shutterbugs bring their |

cameras to the top floor to take pictures on a clear
day, she said. The building has also been used as a
backdrop for fashion photography.

technician for the finance department. By the time.__ Although City Hall seems somewhat stark at the

you get to the right phone the call’s been transferred.
It gets frustrating sometimes.’’ .

Some of the employees also have had frustrating
moments on the elevators, although the fire depart-
ment staff doesn't like to talk about that.

Early in December, a representative from the
Dover Elevator Co. visited City Hall to show the fire

department how to override the operation of the
elevators in case of a fire.

1

moment, it isn’t complete-yet.

The city is waiting for its new set of graphics, that !

will identify each office space and provide directional
signs for the public, said Pat McCarron, maintenance
services director.

«“Everything will be color-keyed for each depart-
ment,’’ he said.

There also will be more interior decoration, in-
cluding potted plants, he said.

f

fire lookout. At least three alarms recently o”.m\.:abn«a 3

- alf her.day at the informa- -
tion desk in the middle of the office, said she has |

P ————
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_‘ @&E..& Center Costs mx_u_cm.:..‘.a_H

Editor, News Tribune:

In response to several questions.
that have been asked of the city of
Brea relative to financing for the
Civic Cultural Center, it is my con-
clusion that a specific and factual
summary of detailed information
. concerning the financing of this

facility be publicly stated.
3 I recognize that this information
. may be at odds with information

that is being spread by other
sources in this election period.
. However, the books of the city are
: open and the information which I
. am going to address is available
for all toreview. )

- At the time the plans for the
building currently under construc-
tion were prepared, cost estimates
developed, and funding arranged
- for, it was estimated that the con-
. Struction costs for the building
. would be in the $15-17 million

* range.

This figure at the time was
estimated to include total costs
which knowledgeable people ex-
perienced in construction unders-

. tand includes design, fees, etc.,
while the construction itself was
estimated to cost approximately

- $14-15 million. It was based upon

that information that bonds were

" issued and totally sold to cover the
cost of construction on the
Civic/Cultural Center.

At no time has the building now
under construction been estimated

. E anyone to cost $3.2 million nor
will the construction costs ap-

« proach $40 million as some would
like us to believe.

Tt is also inaceurate to indicate

'
that sufficient bonds have not been.
sold to pay for construction of the
building. To indicate that only $8.5
million worth of ‘bonds have been

sold simply is not accurate.
To further indicate that $6.5
million in bonds yet to be sold

and that these| will be a cost

against the average residential

taxpayer of Brea is grossly inac-
curate. Since Brea’s financial
records are audited by indepen-
dent .auditors, the records of our
financial transactions are open to
scrutiny and the facts just stated
areeasilychecked. , __

To also question why the city is
carrying a prudent reserve in
Redevelopment ‘seems to me to
question good basic business prin-
cipals. I feel confident in not
apologizing to anyone for attemp-
ting to be as fiscally responsible as
we can be in the conduct of govern-
ment business. :

I can only conclude that the rash
of questionable financial informa-
tion being talked about so freely is
an off-shoot of the political at-
mosphere that we.are in as we ap-
proach the City election date.

I would urge anyone seriously
interested in the finances of the ci-
ty to express their questions and to
have them factually responded to
rather than to depend upon the
type of information that I have
begun to hear.

The city stands ready now as it
has always been to answer any
questions which people desire to
have answered.

As one member of this City
Council I can personally attest to | |
the fact that all members to date |

y

have tried to be as fiscally respon-
sible as possible and I for one have
no intention of changing that posi-
tion now. .

We have never given anything-
away or acted in a rash way, but !
rather have only acted after
careful consideration of all the
facts available.

. STATEMENT DISPUTED
Editor, News Tribune:

At candidates’night, March 31,

~ Mrs. Virginia Farmer, a current E
member of the City Council, was

insistent in her attempt at imply-
ing that I cost the city over $38,000

in legal fees for the calendar year
of 1979.

moneys in the city spent in at-
torney bills involving myself, were ¢

3
in suits brought to court by the ci- |

ty. To listen to Mrs. Farmer, you
would think a citizen in the City of
Placentia had no right to defend
himself against any city im-
posed law suits. ell, Mrs.
Farmier, this is to inform you that

as a resident of Placentia and a |

citizen of the United States, I have

the right to fight irresponsible city

council actions involving my fami-
ly, my home, and my business.

RAY KURTZ

( Placentia

SALF.GAMBINA
Mayor |
‘Brea |

4

.

I am here to say, that any m
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Dedication m«w_“im Tomorrow
FS¥ Civic-Cultural Center
3 SREK - Twclfsenintee . Filloding e rice, e L xS el

A i b

am. tomorrow, and the parade  that will include a flag presenta- = Don Rand, a member of .E.w
“¢ dedicating the new Civic-Cultural tion: by the National Guard and  committee that organized the =
# Center will begin. remarks by Mayor Sal Gambina dedication ceremony, said mer-

After traveling down Fir Street -and Rep. WilliamDannemeyer, R-  chants along the parade route will:
~ from St. Angela Merici Catholic ~ 39thDistrict. ¢ . be offering “‘specials,” since their.
¢ School, 575 Walnut St.. the parade Refreshmentswill be served and ~ businesses will be affected by the’

will reach Brea Boulevard and transportation will be provided ' parade. -
¢ turn north. It will then turn right By gt LA SR
,—.on Birch Street and head east ¥ }
~ toward the Civic-Cultural Center, Tm

adjacent to the Brea Mall. ’

According to Councilman Car-
rey Nelson, who has coordinated
the dedication ceremonies, the

~ $14.2 million complex won't be
completed for another 60 days
because of delays caused by the
rain.

There are more than 70 entries
in the parade, including some
from a variety of local community
organizations and schools in the |
Brea-Olinda Unified School
District. .
__-Teodora Esparza, mayor of

~"Brea’s sister city Lagos de
Moreno, will be grand marshal.
Disneyland’s Mickey and Minnie

~i Mouse also will be in the parade.

# S il
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Civic-Cultural Center

Caught on the cres

By David E. Dittma
Part Two R
(Last week, in Part Ohe of

this series, we dealt with
specific allegations that the
Civic-Cultural Center is
running 22% over projected
costs and potentially could
end up costing taxpayers

, close to $40 million dollars.

A basic background of the
redevelopment process was
also included in Part One

In Part Two, recent
developments in state-wide
elections, State Legislation,
and the Bond Market will be
examined. There are, ac-

cording to our

L

-

financing -
t of a wave

redev t area, turned

investigation, { “some
questions which have given
citizens legitimate grounds
for concern.) .4

The idea of a new -civic
center is not new in Brea.
More than a decade ago,
members of the city council
proposed a downtown
redevelopment  project
which' included a new city
hall compiex. At the time
the cost estimate (for that
particular design concept)
was $3.2 million.

oters, given the option of
voting on the proposed

i

the idea down, for reasons
that need not be pursued

here.

Redevelopment, as a

concept which would benefit -
the growth and development -
of the City of Brea did not

die. Subsequent councils,
planning commissions and

city staffers still clung to the £

idea. :

The process was started -
again, this time using ~
methods of construction !
financing, bonded in- !
debted and agr S

Continued on page 2

P

i

u -More about

Continued from page 1
between the city and
potential developers that

excluded the general citizens
from impact or obligation: a
fact which many oponents of
redevelopment takes issue
with today.

the new
arr t, Brea i d
$600,000 to straighten State
College Blvd. Another $1
million in construction notes
was arranged through
United California Bank.
These short term notes were
sold at wholesale to
brokerage houses, who, in
turn sold them to private
investors.

An $8 million issue of notes
was then sold to pay for the
public works projects in the
proposed development area,
now known as Redevelop-
ment Area ‘B’. With these
funds, sewers, street lights,
grading, etc. were paid for.

A $7.1 million tax
allocation bond “issue was
sold to retire the original
short-term debt.

The two step process
enabled the city to improve

i

Civie-Center

the property, increase its
value and leverage into a
better cash position.

According to ‘Owner
Participation Agreements’
entered into between the
City of Brea and Homart
Development (the con-
struction arm of Sears), the
increased property taxes
generated from the com-
pleted mall, approximately
$9.55 per $100 of assessed
valuation, would be used to
pay the city’s lease payment
to the Redevelopment
Agency for the Civic-
Cultural Center.

When Prop. 13 passed, the
reduced tax bill ($4.00 per
$100 of assessed valuation)
virtually assured the city of
technical default in its
obligation to repay its
bonded indebtedness.

Had the redevelopment
process been established at
the request of the voters, the
loss resulting from Prop. 13
would not have occured.

At present, the State
Legislature has inacted SB55
to enable cities to 3%”.: that
portion of the tax jn¢rement

required to meet its bonded )

debt.
There is a constitutional

question which clouds thef..
issue. If the legality of SB55 |

is challenged on grounds

that it is a general tax, |

rather than a special
assessment, it could be ruled |,
unconstitutional, thus|;

leaving Brea with no funds

within the redevelopment |[:
process to pay the balance of |
$600,000 due annually on its |

bonded debt.

Case law, which forms the |/
backbone of the American |

judicial system, currently
favors Brea. The Leading
case on the
Malmstrom vs. County of

Fresno, involving'the same |
issue; a special assessment |-

district which is considered
to be a special levy designed
to pay for a special benefit to
people within a specific area
(Redevelopment Area B).

In fact, the funds used to |

pay the Redevelopment

Agency for the lease of the |’

civic center are paid from
the general fund. The

80:.:::3 page15) .

i

subject, ||

O |

More about
financing

Continued from page 2
Agency repays the city from
funds collected from taxes
on businesses within the
redevelopment area.

All bonds are sold, cash is
in hand or re-invested by the
city at interest to pay for the
entire construction of the
complex. Additional funds
are being held in reserve to
cover one year of bonded
indebtedness.

As this complex financing
mechanism relates to the
average citizen of Brea,
several facts can be con-
cluded. -

Completion of the P
has been assured with the
wholesaling of the entire
$14,275,000 bonds issue.

Bond holders, the public;
banking institutions, etc.,
may suffer as a result of an
unfavorable court ruling on
SB55: a fact which would, in
fact, creat a windfall profit
for all business tenants of
redevelopment area B, since
they signed a contract to
reimburse the Agency at
pre-Prop. 13 tax rates. B

A critical question in
gaining the cooperation of
the tenants in Redevelop-
ment Agency B, is whether
or not they themselves
followed the ‘spirit of 13’ and

- refunded their tax savings

on to lesser tenants. If they
have, they will be faced with
having to return to each
leaseholder to get a rent
increase. If not, they are
already receiving sufficient
cash to cover their original
contractual obligation with
the Agency.

Sale of the o_o..:v_mk aw_..ﬁ
not appear likely, given the
options facing the city in the
near future.

Still, there remain the two
key questionsz- What is the
status of ongoing talks
between the city staff and
representatives of Homart in
Chicago? Have tenants been
given a rent roll-back which

reflects the tax mbi.—mw

7
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Brea

By CHRISTINE AU
DSP Staff Writer :

BREA — The community of
Brea will be celebrating the de-
dication of the new Brea Civic -
Cultural Center March 22. The
festivities will begin at 10 a.m.
with a community parade start-
ing near the old City Hall and en-
ding at the new center.

R e
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The Grand Zmnw:m_ for the

Step...

(Continued from A-1)
National Guard, remarks by
Mayor Sal Gambina and Con-
gressman William Dannemeyer

1 and a raising of the flag cere-

mony.
Bronze plaques, 50:32._ on
the building, will be ::co.__oa.
Music for the ceremony ﬁ:._ be
supplied by the Brea - Olinda
High School Band and :..m St..
Angela Merici Church Choir.
" Printed hand - out materials
and information on the building
and upcoming events will be av-
ailable to everyone at the cere-
mony. After the dedication prog-
ram refreshments will be
served.

Transportation will be pro-
vided after the ceremony from
the center back through the

parade route.

[ S

ep For

Committee, Forever Young

“efram .wm?mm—._do:n.m will
Iserved.

S TR P T

parade will be Mayor Teodoro
Esparza of Lagos de Moreno,
Jalisco, Mexico (Brea’s Sister
City) with Disneyland’'s Mickey
and Minnie Mouse as the special
children’s guests.

Many community clubs will be
participating in the parade in-
cluding the Brea Sister City

i

ana CCU.U-E-{ N —-— 1

—

Club, TLC, Brea Glenbrook
Homeowner’s Association, Brea
- Olinda High School and Brea
Junior High Bands, the Boy Sc-
outs and Girl Scouts, the Brea
Woman’s Club, the Kiwanis
Club, Brea Rotary Club and St.
Angela Merici Church.
Financial Savings will b

Cbeigy Mk ey e - Svsatieu

Brea In
Step...

(Continued from A-1)

wNational Guard, remarks by
*Mayor Sal Gambina and Con-

gressman William Dannemeyer
and a raising of the flag cere-
mony. 5

Bronze plaques, mounted on

‘the building, will be unveiled.

{Music for the ceremony will be
supplied by the Brea - Olinda
High School Band and the St.
Angela Merici Church Choir.

Printed hand - out materials

-iand information on the building

and upcoming events will be av-

:tailable to everyone at the cere-

mony. After the dedication prog-
be

i Transportation will be pro-
ivided after the ceremony from

m:-m center back through the

n-wnlnlﬁb:»b

handing out free copies of ““Brea:
A Pictorial History." .

" In addition to the community
organizations, many
businesses will be represented in

“the parade including
McDonald’s Ronald McDonald,

_the Der Wienerschnitzel dog and
other Brea - based businesses. In

total, more than 70 different ap-

OB T od

The Bi r

local *

VAN AL Uy UL A e

Barcelona, studied in Paris.and

work with all levels of govern-

was influenced by Picasso and~. Mentto provide the needs sought

the Surrealists. He was taught to
draw by putting a blindfold over
his eyes so he would have to feel
an object anddraw it from mem-
ory. Recurrent themes in his
paintings include the symbols of
a moon, star and a red circle.

He often illustrates his paint-
ings with poetic phrases. Miro
first visited the United States to
complete a mural for a Cincin-
nati Hotel in 1947 and later, in
1960, to create a ceramic mural
for Harvard University.

His works have been shown in
the New York Museum of Mod-
ern Art and in many exhibits
worldwide. Heis well known as a .
serious and intellectual artist in
the contemporary art field to-
day. . 3

The exhibit will be located in
front of Towne Plaza Gallery in
the Nordstrom Court. The public¢
is invited to attend the entire
evening free of charge. Entrance
to the Mall during this event will

be through the Ice Capades
Chal, M

4

antranna

RN |

plications _.msm_an. from antique
cars to equestrian riders have

been received by the parade

committee.

The parade has been designed
to give all Brea residents, ser-
vice organizalions and mer-'
chants a chanceto participate in

a community activity and show

! the spirit of :ooom_ Old Brea.”

¥ n

and “the atmospehre to solve

* your-problems.”’

—James Duron took on the .

issue of his recent residency,
head - on, noting that when he
had lived in the city one month,
he was appointed to the city’s
Leisure and Cultural Services
Commission because of his past
background in working for 19
years in government. He de-
scribed himself as ‘‘politically
attuned” to obtaining the infor-
mation necessary for decision -
making. Duron said he moved to
La Habra because he came from
a town which had ‘“‘redevelop-
ment and teenage gang prob-
lems.” He said he decided to run
for council rather than “wait
from five to 15 years” because I
am concerned about the city’s fu-
ture. He said ““There is a place
for commercial redevelopment

- and we must deal with problems

whether or not Proposition 9 pas-
ses.” He again offered his exper-
tise on evaluation of programs
o} v..wbPZPE:n_.rm sewhere.

b w,w i |

arade

| . Following the parade, there
will be a dedication ceremony for
the Civic - Cultural Center. The
ceremony will be held at the
building at noon, and parking
will be available in the Brea Mall
parking lot.
The ceremony will include a
presentation of the color by the
(Continued on A-2)

g ooy
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.the Brea Financial
rCenter.

d
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day. Berton Bejack sai 5

ment area B.
be approved by county Super-

began in September 1979 ‘ MHMM._." %mm:n_w.n.: will con- . H:.M council also will

quiry n in visors. — . s resolution approv- consider an agreement to

nd committee was “:QOur inquiries have encou d ing a report on the in- purchase a

Eﬁgw .“.Mq.u:xw ucﬂ_._w.vaosm. of the the _.M_.sogmz of discussions in this f u debtedness: ari: Inccmp P n easement
stem

Orange County Library Sy

sions {: > ifrom Shell Oil Co. for the |
complicated Ena.mmﬁm mew__m_o—%m.rzm. ”Mwm_ﬂm_.ohow nmnwm<n~ob. ;sewer that is proposed for |
iack. “The jury Vi - n; i , WhICh In- .an assessment district in
the grand jury found “Em Ego_m www a oW»-wwpmw Monw_”-_wwm “ ~ cludes the Brea Mall and the Carbon Canyon area.
county a 3 the City rea . ig- - . ' o :
ion : id Bejack together to complete its negotiss.-

site, sa .

: i ... >
He explained the grand jury. in lp._oam - ﬂ

committee _ studying the library
system was acting in that capacl- |
ly.

jury had asked for a chronology of

I

the
members toured . [
wwmwed_ov:&:.. site for the vE.vo_.w@ i - :
of obtaining a visual concept of the i ”,..

roposed library facility as well as o=, ;
mo obtain information concerning | £ !
specific details and possible costs _ 5




y

|

a - a4 =

pacific clippings

santoccnag,callif. 22711

DAILY STAR PROGRESS
Brea/La Habra

3$7

BREA — An agreement before

the City Council Tuesday, if ap-
proved, could give “‘conceptual

‘approval” to a new county lib-
rary-in Brea’'s Civic - Cultural
‘Center.

According to City Manger
Wayne Wedin, the measure
would state that the council and
Board of Supervisors are “prin-
cipally in agreement’’ OVer sec-
uring a library, even though a
formal document is not ready to
be signed.

- Third District Supervisor Edi-
'son Miller and city officials have
been negotiating for some time
*  the cost of the 13,000 square -

MAR 3 1 1980 N r

foot facility reserved for the
third floor of the center.

A present library is housedina
storefront facility along Brea
Boulevard, just south of the Brea
Police Department.

Brea" officials had wanted to
provide the shell for the Brea
branch of the county library with
the county picking up expenses
for completing the inside and re-
nting the spaceat approximately
75 cents per square foot.

Wedin did not state what
terms, if any, the city and county
officials have settled on.

In other matters, the council
will consider purchasing four

\

| ﬁ@:a@ﬁwﬂa~ x»x___mem.uwwwaw Hw@&m
For New Brea Library

vehicles for use by the adminis- i

trative pool at city hall. ﬂ .

Wedin stated that the cost has | -

been budgeted within the 1979- 80 -

budget, and each vehicle — de- | -
pending on the decision of the

council — could cost between ;-

$4,500 and $5,500.

The council will hear a report

on the Civic - Cultural Center |

and Ellis leasing 10,000 square -

. feet of space in the center.

A contract is scheduled to be
awarded for general landscape
maintenance of the center. A
public hearing will be held to go

(Continued on A-2)

lease program which has Grubb |.

|

f
_

| |
/ K

b

—— Rt

Conceptual
Approval...

(Continued from A

- > I~

o5.3 bid for the radio nosvn:::m-
ocm:.o-.m nwsnm_. (housing a cen-
ralized dispatching unit includ-

ing police and fire departments). |

The council will i

¢ 2 review a
wm__.»_:o: mpm..::m the city’s :;M.M
o orm a‘special assessment
.aam with Redevelopment Pro-
Mom Area B (the mall) to levy as-

Sessments against the busin
in that area. o

The levy will

attempt to

MMMMM wa Mcmaw lost during n.nw.
of Propositi

Proposition 4. position 13 and
Under SB 55, cities m

the asse
ssment 3 A
lost. to regain monies

ay levy |
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By TRACIE CONE
Freedom News Service

SANTA ANA — County super-
visors have allocated $600,000 for
a county library facility in the
new, $14 million Brea civic - cul-

'tural facility.

The Tuesday decision ends a
lengthy dispute between city and
county officials. Brea officials
had wanted the county to spend

f

) . S
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County funds Brea Library project

" =

2570
Funding for the new
library in the Brea Civic-
Cultural Center was assured
Tuesday morning when the
Orange County Board of
Supervisors voted

terior improvements,
staffing and volumes
necessary to support the
library.

In expressing his ap-
preciation to 3rd District

|
total support of the Uomaﬂ,
and members of the county|
staff this library would nof
have been possible.””
Supervisor Miller added,
““The agreement is a good

”

Orange County Library

unanimously to approve a 55 Supervisor . Edison Miller example of what can be
year prepaid lease between and other members of the accomplished when two
the City of Brea and the board, Mayor Don Fox said, government agencies work
“Several months of im- closely
System. The agreement portant negotiations have cooperate for the good of the
provide $800,000 for-the in- taken place, but, without the people.”

together and

|
|

S— |

nearly double what 3rd District
Supervisor Edison Miller said
the county could afford for the
project. !

According to Jo Pledge, execu-
tive assistant to Miller, the
county agreed to prepay $600,000
for a 55 - year lease on the suite in
the still - unfinished building. The
city had requested an annual
rent of up to $124,800.

- Board OKs Funds For OC Library I

T

I3

“We settled for the lesser fee
because it is prepaid, and we can
go ahead and use the money to
our advantage,” said City Man-
ager Wayne Wedin.

Under terms of the agreement
with the county, the city must
completely finish the interior of
the 10,000 - square - foot suite.
The two agencies had been in
dispute over which would take on

the $225,000 project.

At its meeting Tuesday, the
city council hired the architec-
tural firm of Reel - Grobman of
Newport Beach to design the in-
terior.

County funds for the project,
said Ms. Pledge, will be reallo-
cated from two revenue- sharing
projects already planned for the
city of Brea. Nearly $250,000 wil]

be removed from accounts to de-
velop the former Nike missile
site as a park and $150,000 will
come from a cOmmunity center
project.

Wedin said the two projects
still are being pursued by the
city. But he said the city is look-
ing for alternate means of fund-
ing.

Ms. Pledge said the additional

n Brea

$200,000 will be allocated from a
county library fund. *

Target date for completion of

" the civic center is mid - summer.

But Wedin said architect’s plans
for the interior of the library
won’'t be complete until Sep-
tember. He said the library
should be in operation by the end
of the fall.
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COUNTY WILL SHAR'

BREA LIBRARY nOm“mmﬁv ,

EAS ANA — Long-delayed plans to build
brary in the midst of Brea's w:-u—wEe: n..s.n.ﬂ__wcw_.u_ cen-

s money from two other Brea projects to the lib: |
Job and open negotiations on a and |
= te (e ek county plan to lease and
. The action broke an impasse between Brea and the
county in a dispute over how ch ;
%.%En contribute to the project. Siintiandialainn '
cgouiations stalled after Brea officials-agreed 1o build |
Smmmbr_wﬂmma then lease it baek to the county at a price of *
5.@8585&3 . wmu..... Per square foot. Miller’s office refused ;
.c o] €ase payment of more than 15 cents per *
“Under the new proposal, the county will ;
matim num of $200,000 over the life of vammnmm. pay Brea a 1
. £Te Orange County Grand Jury late last year began an !
investigation into the impasse and, in a report released this :
.anmhw. took credit for getting the talks back on line.
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Library Lease
SANTA ANA — Negotiations will soon be underway
between the county and the city of Brea over a lease
agreement that could provide for library space
withing the city’s new civic cultural center.

County supervisors gave no:cnvncmu approval
yesterday to a plan to take $400,000 in county money
away from Brea’s Nike Site Park and community ac-
tivity center and use that money for library services.

Yesterday’s action also directed the county’s

: General Services Agency to negotiate a on-going lease

with the city for an amount not to exceed $200,000 over

a 55-year period.
.H:M renewed negotiations are expected to complete

' discussions that began four years.ago when the city
first indicated a library facility could be opened in the

new civic center complex.

~

pacific clippings F i
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Mayor responds to criticism

Editor ms response to several questions that have been asked of the City of Brea
relative to financing for the Civic Cultural Center, it is my conclusion that a specific
and factual summary of detailed information concerning the financing of this facility
be publicly stated. . £ .

I recognize that this information may be at odds with information that is being
spread by other sources in this election period, however, the books of the City are open
and the information which I am going to address is available for all toreview.

At the time the plans for the building currently under construction were prepared,
cost estimates developed, and funding arranged for, it was estimated that the con-
struction costs for the building would be in the 15-17 million dollar range. This figure
at the time was estimated to include total costs which knowledgeable people, ex-
perienced in construction, understand includes design, fees, etc., while the con-
struction itself was estimated to cost approximately 14-15 million dollars. It was
based upon that information that bonds were issued and totally sold to cover the cost

- of construction on the Civic/Cultural Center. §

At no time has the building now under construction been estimated by anyone to
cost 3.2 million dollars nor will the construction costs approach 40 million dollars as
some would like us to believe. It is also inaccurate to indicate that sufficient bonds
have not been sold to pay for construction of the huilding. To indicate that only 8.5
million dollars worth of bonds have been sold simply is not accurate.

To further indicate that 6.5 million dollars in bonds are yet to be sold and that these
will be a cost against the average residential taxpayer of Brea is grossly inaccurate.
Since Brea's financial records are audited by independent auditors, the records of our
nﬁw%xam_ transactions are open to scrutiny and the facts as I have stated are easily
cl ed. !

To question why the City is carrying a prudent reserve in Redevelopment seems to
me to question good basic business principals. I feel confident in not apologizing to
anyone for attempting to be as fiscally responsible as we can be in the conduct of
government business. h

I can only conclude that the rash of questionable financial information being talked
about so freely is an off-shot of the political atmosphere that we are in as we approach
the City election date. I would urge anyone seriously interested in the finances of the
City to express their questions and to have them factually responded to, rather than
depending upon the type of information that I have begun to hear.

The City stands ready now, as it has always been, to answer any questions which
people desire to have answered.

As one member of this City Council, I can personally attest to the fact that all
members, to date, have tried to be as fiscally responsible as possible and I for one
have no intention of changing that position now. We have never given anything away
or acted in a rash way, but rather have only acted after careful consideration of ail
the facts available.

Sal F. Gambina
Mayor

Snblill bl i
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Brea’s Civic/Cultural Center Nears Completion

BREA — The Brea
Clvic/Cultural Center is an
innovative multi-use
structure which includes a
6.800 sq. fi. gallery, a 199-
seat theatre, a county
library facility, a full color
television studio, a 350-seat
community meeting room,
an executive-conference

Quiltmakers
Invited To
Show And Tell

LA HABRA — Quilters in
the East San Gabriel Valley
and Whittier-La Habra
areas are Invited to par-
ticipate in Quilters Show
and Tell ‘80, to be held Nov.
3 at Washington Junior
High School, 716 E. La
Habra Bivd., La Habra,
beginning at 7:30 p.m.

The event, co-hosted by
Nancy Donahue, local
author and quiltmaking
instructor, and Mary Hoge
of Calico Corner Quilt Shop,
will offer an opportunity for

needlework talents.

training center, city council
meeting chambers, local
school district offices, all
city offices, and rental
office space.

The building was
designed by architects
Warnecke and Dworsky
and is impressive in ap-
pearance as well as
diversified in function. The
Civic/Cultural Center
complex consists of five
levels and slopes downward
from the project site to the
Brea Mall and the Orange
Freeway.

The first level provides
public parking for 179
vehicles, and an elevator to
serve the building.

The second level contains
staff service functions, such
as storage and purchasing,
a print shop and receiving
docks. Common
mechanical and electrical
equipment is located on this
level, as well as community
theatre storage and police
detention facilities, staff
lockers, and police shift
report rooms. Parking for
92 vehicles is also available
on this level.

The _third or plaza level

- ""We are iooking forw
to a wide variety of bed and -
““wall quilts, both new and

old, as well as patchwork
clothing,” Hoge said.

Anyone wishing to enter a
special piece of patchwork
handiwork or collector’s
item may obtain an entry
form from Calico Corner
Quilt Shop, 366 W. La Habra
Blvd., La Habra. All entries
will either be modeled or
held for viewing by their
makers/owners.

Show and Tell ‘80 will be
reminiscent of an old-
fashioned quilting bee,

eround &n ‘Open atrium. A -

major plece of art selected
by a special to

A theatre for dramatic
performances, dances,
concerts and recitals will
seat 199. A museum/gallery
space with 6800 sq. ft. for
permanent and traveling
exhibits, associated with
the Museum of Science and
Industry in Los Angeles, s
a part of this third floor
area, as well as a county
library, and public police
office. A one-stop public
convenience counter is also
provided, which makes it
possible for business to be
conducted with the city with
maximum ease at one
location.

A future pedestrian
bridge will physically
connect the plaza to the
Brea Mall.

On the fourth floor, space
is provided for school
district administrative
offices, and an executiye
conference/training center,
seating 65. It is equipped
with specially designed
audio-visual and training
aids, and space is avallable
for lease, until required for
future city expansion. A
community meeting room
and adjacent catering

plus a full

“studio.

The fifth floor will be

80 in this area is planned
for the future with private
funding expected. A
combined city coun-
cil/school board meeting
room may seat 100 persons,
and Is equipped with the

latest audio-visual support -

systems. At the request of
the city council, design of
this meeting space places
the public on a level higher
than the elected officials
and staff, thereby

1 th aivional

according to D h
where women gathered to
share their quiltmaking
skills and socialize.

B

I\

ly to city
operations.

“The gallery is a member
of the Western Association
of Art Museums, and is
located immediately ad-
jacent to 24-hour police
protection within the
center. The gallery is
equipped with the latest
security and control
systems, including an in-
trusion alarm system, a
temperature and lighting
control system, a limited
access system (one public
and exit), and

Judicial phere found
in many public meeting
locations.

meets all fire standards.
Professional and volunteer

vision

IMPRESSIVE STRUCTURE.....The

building blends into the modern

staff to ensure the safe
handling and protection of
all exhibit materials is
available. The first exhibit

please turn to page 2

% o b defies d
atmosphere of the Brea Mall.

MARD HAT AREA.....The gallery is open but the public is not allowed in construction area.

AMERICAN IMAGES.....First exhibit at Brea's Civic/Cultural
Center Included photography of twentieth century America.
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o Says State Senate Candidate

ART CLASS.....Students from Pasadena Art
will design graphics and stationery used by

Center.

School visit Center to get visual impreasions,

They

CIVIC/CULTURAL CENTER  continued from page 1

‘‘American
opened Sept. 3.
The Brea Civic/Cultural
Center is located at
Number One Civic Center
Circle, and is part of an
overall plan to develop a
unique *‘City Centre’ which
includes major retail space,
a financial complex. major
office spaces. restaurants,
and 125 acre Regional Park,
and a specialty retail
development.

Images'’

Space in the Civic/Cul-
tural Center is available for
lease to private businesses.
Separate areas of 884, 2387,
3030..and 3743 square feet
may be leased. The gross
rent per square foot ranges
from $1.10 to $1.25 per
square foot per month.
There is a tenant im-
provement allowance,
Special features of the
Civic/Cultural Center are
available to the private

tenants at various
negotiated terms.

Leasing agent Is Grubb
and Ellis, Commercial
Brokerage Company, 4000
MacArthur Blvd., Suite
1500, Newport Beach, CA
92660. Contact Claudia
Kreutzberg, Dick Hen-
drickson, or Mike Mc-
Cullough by phoning
(714)833-2000.

Assistance concerning
leasing Brea, (714)529-4951.

DIG OUT YOUR WESTERN DUDS

Bring your partner to the

Highway, recording

;

Underwood Corral, 321 E. Imperial Hwy. Soroptimist members
are (I-r) Wanda Armendarez, Joan Darling
ing artists from Knotts

and Arlene Bullard. Entertainment wil

thh:Sorvﬁimist(buptgyWMJunhqucLZSatﬂnhM

urging the public to attend the
i will be by the

Berry Farm, with the eveing fun beginning at 8 p.m.

ta!hzbmeﬁtwﬁdninn:lndunurh'ut@.gllpmceedswillbedon-ledtohﬂnhn

service projects. Tickets are available from any Soroptimist member or at the door.

N N ECOUPONN N ﬂm

1 for $1.25

Urﬁlt o;aé Eéﬁwn to a customer, per visit,
please. Offer good thru Nov. 2, 1980 at all
participating Carl’s Jr.® Restaurants..,

Ol rchor Crisiprses g 140

One Charbroiler”
Steak Sandwich. A

WHITTIER — Bob Epple.
candidate for the 33rd State
Senate, sees education as
the number one priority for
this state in the coming
decade. "It is time for the
schools to stop being baby
sitters, and to get on to the
business of teaching. In
order to do so the system
must be changed.” Epple
told a recent gathering of

supporters.
A3 13 did

for it to work we must in-
vest In a prison system.
Judges must have a placeto
put people sentenced to
prison. We must have
prisons to put the criminal
in."

Epple's incumbent
Republican opponent also
came under attack.

“This senate district has
been without a senator fora
period of time now. The
Floor has had

“Since Prop
away with the bulk of
property tax financing for
the schools, school systems
are largely funded by the
state. That funding Is based
on the number of students
actually attending school in
a district. As long as
schools are palid for bodies,
and not for teaching,
troublemakers are not
going to be removed from
school.”

He feels a system should
be set up based on master
plans of school districts,
cities, counties, and regions
to determine state allot-
ment to school districts.

When questioned as to
what should be done with
the troublemakers in
schools, Epple sald, "'They
should be removed from the
school system, and placed
in work programs. As long
as our schools must babysit

ose who don’t want an
education, those who do
want an education will
suffer.

Epple also proposed a
modification of our tax
system. ‘‘Wages that are
never seen. should not be
‘taxed by the state. Social

Security, and Feoderal In-
come Tax Withholding, are
not real income to the wage
earner, and should not be
taxed,” Epple said. “Wage
increases that are the
results of catching up with
the cost of living should not
be taxed at a higher rate.
The more we need to catch
up, the more our state takes
away."

Epple believes that the
legislature should have
overridden the governor's
veto of the permanent in-
come tax indexing.

Epple said he doesn’t
claim to have an answer to
the crime problem. “Every
answer that we have had to
crime has not worked.
Rehabilitation seems to be
impossible, so we've turned

.

an able leader, but our
district has not been’

represented. When tim
was an important factor uu.
senator stalled a by u‘.':
would have given s‘"ﬂhern
California more water, it
lites blood."" Epys
charged.

‘‘Our senator's goal of the
governorship in 1982 g
in his way of represen
us. The senator Would
rather satisfy the Intergyty
of large landholders (n the
central valley. than protecy
the Interest of-the voter [y
his district,’” Epple sald,

OCTD Improves Bus
Service In La Habra

LA HABRA — Bus ser-
vice In many areas of La
Habra improved due to an
Increase of frequencies on
several routes.

According to Placentia
Mayor Pro Tem Donald A.
Holt, Jr., a member of the
Orange County Transit
Board of Directors, the
addition of 40 new buses has
enabled OCTD to improve
service to several areas of

the county.
“Many of the service
improvements initiated

were designed to offer
travel alternatives to the
work or school commuter
and to reduce congestion
during peak hours,” Holt
said.

Along Route 37, which
runs between La Habra and

Muntingion Beach via
Euclid Avenue. service
improved with 20-minute
frequencies now available
during peak hours.

On Route 41, a major
north-south trunk route on
Harbor Boulevard ex.
tending from First and
Malin streets in La Habra to
Newport Beach, frequen-
cles have increased to
every 15 minutes durings
off-peak hours.

OCTD General Manager
James Reichert sald fares
vary from 50 cents on local
routes up to $1.25 on express
routes depending on the
type of service and trip
length.

Monthly bus passes,
available at a 13 percent
discount over the
equivalent cash fare, can be
purchased at any of the
more than 100 OCTD pass
sales outlets including all

. Albertson’s Markets and

Gemeco steres.
More detailed in-
formation on schedules and
fares may be obtained by
calling OCTA at 636-RIDE.

Meet The Candidates At
L H Council Chambers

OCTOBER 23
7:30p.m.

Welcome, Flag Salute, Introduction of Moderator in City

Council Chambers.

7:40p.m.
00th Assemb!

ly Candidates
Ross Johnson — Republican
Rick Thierback — Democrat

10

Pr

10

is as much an experiment
as rehabilitation. In order

THighlander
Community Metvs

A Media General Publication

CORPORATE OFFICE

1201 S. Hacienda Bivd.
Hacienda Heights

Calfornia 91745 (213) 968-9566

For Community news

assistance contact
WANDA CRONKHITE, area editor
WAYNE SEEBER, sporls edor

For advertising

assistancs contact

ARMAND PEREZ, account executive
CLASSIFIED OFFICE

16222 E. Whittier Bivd.

Whiter, CA 90603 (213) 968-9566
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8:00 p.m.
25th State Senate Candidates

each. Q
directed to these candidates.

from

Frank Boeheim — Peace and Freedom

John Briggs — Republican

James Grover — Libertarian
Louis Valasquez — Democrat

a

Pr ion 10 mi

each. Q

from

' 20 minutes, (if necessary) directed to these candidates.

9:30 p.m.
nh

Candidates

William Dannemeyer — Republican
Leonard Lahtenin — Democrat

10 mi

each. Q

from

Pr

10 minutes, directed to these candidates.

9:20 p.m.

Close of meeting. Refreshments served in foyer.

Co-sponsored by:

La Habra Area Chamber of Commerce,

League of Women Voters,
La Habra Woman's Club,
Gary Center.

The. Highlander welcomes letters to the editor on
subjects of community interest from local residents.
All Jetters, preferably typed, double spaced, must be
signed to qualify for publication consideration;
however, names will be withheld on request.
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PLANS FOR ﬂ-<_ﬂ|ﬂ-.-m..-.-.=~>_. CENTER UNVEILED
$10 Million Facility in Brea Is Planned Near Brea Mall

Plans For n_<_n.nc=c_d_ Center
To Be Built in Brea C:<m__mo_

BREA — Plans for the $10 million  branch of the Orange County focusing of life of Em city in one  school library will rema
civic-cultral center on four acres Library, now located at 642 S. B place.” + high school, since -Evun E.mn —.f
northwest of the Brea Mall regional  Blvd., little theater, cable televisior Combining of civic and cultural | book stacks 85383.@
shopping center are scheduled to be studio, art gallery, museum ar facilities should allow, the firm said, current law.
completed by the end of this year, community meeting rooms. for implementation of training and . -

(City Manager Wayne Wedin said. structure is anticipated to i e exhibit programs not possible in ,.Aro cultural portion of |
\.m Em.:_nn..b 8:85

The architect, Warnecke 120,000 square feet of floor areaand isolated facilities.
Dworsky, is half through schematic 120,000 square feet of parking gar- The plan will provide wnon:&h council-sc
drawings, and work with the finan- age. space to meet needs in the years 1990
Muﬁh__osm:_.miwgmo_.n_:.o Wedin im:ﬂmawo\vosﬂm: said ° or 2000 and the needs of a ci 80,- b

| 4 Tesents &a-.m_um ShﬁBn.. e. g:ﬁ ! 2
_ After they are completed it will g . n c&e@vowv_c Mm,n. 4
take at least a year to finish the
uﬂdﬂ.—.d

Wedin was questioned about the
time schedule after the architect *
distributed several pages of infor-
mation and a pho 3 _
structure, 3

‘A_‘.-pa_nﬁaqsnannﬁliooms... i A
operations, w_.aw E—E dE
School Distriet f .Q-o Jocal
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Cultural Plans Still
Make Sense

There are many who live in suburban
and rural areas of less than 100,000
population, or even less than 500,000
population, who question the role
that they might play as a community
to strengthen culture and the arts in
their area. The not-so-hidden mean-
ing of this article is to reinforce the
fact that all suburban, rural, as well as
metropolitan residents can have a
positive and effective role in support-
ing art and cultural activities in their  ~
community. Further, | would argue
that it need not be overly expensive
to a community if designed with that
thought in mind. To reinforce this
position, the following summarizes
the actions that are taking place in
the city of Brea, California, a com-
munity of 30,000 people.

As a community in Southern Cali-
fornia, with an abundance of cultural
and artistic endeavors at every bend
in the road, it would seem unneces-
sary that a major program of art and
cultural activities should first of all,
be necessary and, second of all, be
implementable at all. The very fact
that major regional influences do
exist, however, gives support to the
need for substantial reinforcement
of |ocal identity and recognition
within the regional setting. This effort
has a physical, as well as a psycho-
logical basis—to assist citizens in
having a reinforced “sense of place”
to which they can relate and a local-
ized lifestyle that is enhanced by the
values of art and culture.

To help encourage this enhancement
of lifestyle, the Brea City Council
considered and adopted a formal art
and cultural policy position, which
authorized an Arts in Public Places
program. In effect now for four years,
this program provides for review of
private construction projects by the
planning commission for not only the
traditional development standards
items, but also the need for art work



as well. To date this has produced a
total of 16 pieces of public art work,
with only one having been purchased
by the city government itself. The
others have been totally funded by
the private sector. These planning
commission conditions apply to a
council-approved Art in Public
Places master plan, which provides
for a total of over 40 pieces of art
work.

If one examines the costs generally
associated with the provision of such
art work and uses average numbers,
this means over $500,000 worth of
private investment has been gener-
ated through the Art in Public Places

program.

There is little doubt that this program
adds dimension, depth, and character
to the lifestyle of the community.

Private construction is also affected.
The quality and type of design used
is considered whether the building is
in an early 1900s central city com-
mercial area, called the “Good Old
Brea” area, or in the industrial and
commercial area.

Currently under construction is an
innovative civic/cultural center build-
ing—innovative in the sense that it
combines into one structure, not
only city offices, but school district
offices as well as offering the oppor-
tunity for sharing spaces for common
interests. For example, rather than
having a public meeting space that
the board of education uses with
separate spaces for the city council,
planning commission and other city
organizations, this structure gives the
opportunity for combining those
spaces into one area. The public is
relieved of the necessity to construct,
and maintain more than one space
for similar purposes. This philosophy
also applies to the support areas that
involve printing, storage, mainte-
nance, and communications for city
and school district operations. A ma-
jor element of the building includes
a cultural package which consists of
a library, provided in coordination
with the Orange County Library Dis-
trict; a 200 seat little theater; an ex-
ecutive conference training center; a
color equipped television studio to
be used in conjunction with the local
cable television system, as well as for
local training purposes; a community
meeting room; and a 3,500 square
foot art gallery/exhibit space, with
additional necessary exhibit prepara-
tion and storage facilities.

Wall Warp, Sunburst, and The Birds
sculptures (top to bottom).

The uniqueness of the shared spaces,
increases when it is realized that this
total package of 250,000 square feet
is located on the site of a major re-
gional shopping center that brings
over 12 million people a year into
the community; that it provides an
aerial bridge to physically connect
the governmental and cultural spaces
with the commercial spaces of the
regional shopping center; and that it

e W)

opens up the government to easy
visihility and access by way of its
physical location, as well as its con-
nection to the commercial enterprise.
The structure itself provides unusual
opportunities for commercial, cultur-
al, and artistic endeavors to take
place. As the building is completed
in early 1980, the city council has
indicated a very strong interest in
pursuing these alternatives as much
as possible.

Finally, in order to communicate as
efficiently and effectively as possible
with the entire community, aggres-
sive use of local origination televi-
sion is under way in the community.
A staff of young professionals is re-
fining and expanding this program,
with a regular schedule of weekly
programming having been under
way for at least six or eight months.
The city hopes to increase the

‘amount of information available to

the public about their government,
as well as to open additional lines of
communication with the citizenry,
through the medium of television.

To further support local problem
solving, an unusual agreement exists
between the city of Brea and Cali-
fornia State University at Fullerton.
While the university has educational
and academic objectives, the city of
Brea can indeed become an urban
laboratory to give the university an
opportunity to work with local gov-
ernment to help meet and solve local
problems. Certainly in the area of art
and cultural activities an opportunity
to move forward exists and will be
pursued by both agencies in the
months ahead.

At the start of this article, | indicated
that suburban and rural areas and
even metropolitan areas can in fact
have, and should have, well-thought-
out efforts in the area of art and
cultural activities. While certainly
some of the examples mentioned in
Brea could not be classified as being
inexpensive, it is not impossible to
develop a program which is inex-
pensive and maximizes the local re-
sources of the community without
adding financial burdens and over-
head to that of the local governmental
agency. The end results appear
worthy of the effort, and are an ex-
ercise and an objective that | would
recommend for your consideration as
you look at how your community
will be moving ahead in 1979.

—Wayne D. Wedin

City Manager
Brea, California

Public Management/April 1979



|

~ Although the center is not
without  controversy, the senti-
-ment seemed to prevail Saturday.
~ The o%!.nao ended at the un-

finished Civie-Cultural Center,
iEo:EE@&Sg.-SoBE.
of the city’s government and
cultural activities.
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