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“The projeat-is officiallytitled Brea
Retirement Effort forAffordable Liv- -
_ing Int. — BREAL for short. Direc-%
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| elderly men and women. able - ;
To rent a honie'for-as litfle as'$125a |
"month, largely through the sweat of - -
_wolunteer laborers. R o
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“Pastor Off

" Expertise For Project

‘‘The satisfaction of making
life-a.little more pleasant for
people’ is all Pastor Loren Wood
of the Four Square Church in
Brea needsto donate his help and
expertise in construction toward
the BREAL housing project for
seniors.

Project originator ‘Alan West
said BREAL is “exremely fortu-
nate” to have a man like Wood.
_He has built 20 projects like
BREAL throughout his life, and
it just so happens he’s a pastor.

‘Wood came to Brea in 1927
-from a family.of contractors and

farmers. In 1950’s, he’ obtained
msgeneral contractors hcense
~-*The Lord has helped me,” he
‘stated, so he figured he could
give both 40 hours to the church
and makmg aliving.
}Ie.xald he wanted to provide
or hi S’pwn Eami‘ly without ha_nd-
outs from his congregation. _

At the age of 26 he was dlag-
nosed as havgng malignant -
cancer of the thx;oat He had two
children at the ﬁ;me >

“Iasked God tolet me live long
enough to help my kids, and I'll

help someone else ”* he told a

group of BREAL supporters.
“I'm dedmated to helping any-
one who comes across my path.”
His- brother has also built
homes for the aged so they can
“‘enjoy not endure the rest of
their lives.”

“In Brea,” Wood stated Swe

lost good people from the com-
mumty from the nsmg cost of
ren

BREAL he said, would“never .
" have become a reality wlthout

Alan, the Rotary and the city.
Without you (members of the
community), there 1s no way it
Can n ”

In 1950, Wood along wnth mem-

bers of )

Four Square

Highway for- $1
(Conti
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The Brea Rotary Club and
i#the * City . of Brea’s joint
“Project for ‘Senior

.

this week. The Rotary Club.
eld their'weekly meeting on--
f>4be ‘site and awarded ap-

rentice builder awards (20
hours) to Don Forkus, Doug
Sharp, Gary Malstede, Gary
. Wood. Journeyman Builders
award (70 work hours) were
..Biven to George Thornton,
. Alan West and Doug Tripp.
Rotarians are not un:
. dertaking this project alone.
_George Farias, Bill Johnson
and Frank Schweitzer of the
Lions Clubalso joinedin.
- iz Twenty five. yards of
' ‘conerete were poured. and

. Citizen .
s Tow-Cost Housing known as_
t=Breal made giant progress

‘Heide Wood.

the second floor plumbing is
now in the process of being

.installed along with gas and

electrical iconnections.
About 15 students from- the

Fullerton -Community-

College . construction class

and- their “ingtructor, Bob
Chapman, came to aid in the
framing. It's tough keeping
up with these;young people,

“Bruce McBride, Phil Tripp, -

Sylvia Stauffer, P.J. White,
Bob Blake, -Randy Costa,
Brett wgsw..l Paul Huey,
and Steve Unfried joined

Ron Johnson, John Jonkhoft, -

Jim Richards, Wes Westall
Lewis Dice, Bob Desmith
and Cyles Larkan 4t work.
Others were Jeff Nunn,
vwc_w :Chavez

C
5

RN

‘Steve  Simpson, {
“Millan, James Shozen, Craig,
- Hill, Dave Richards, Cheryl -

_to help prepare lunches for

. the crews we really can use. m
. It's very technical work - . !

.- sandwiches every day: )
" These are especially ap-- -
preciated, .

- ‘About
..double-paned windows were

* . Hills.,
_dominium conversion . in::

“donated by a
‘senior

‘vm___.um_.ma:e.uo,:m ..E.m.F
Joel Bishon, Brett wossm,m
Gene Grady, Hank Williams, -

Janet Solow, Steve Hallen, M
Pat Mec- |

McCabe and Mike Shut-
tleworth. Bt o

Any of the women in the i
community who would like

Our publicity has .E.o.bnE
some tremendous donations. m
$11,000 worth . of -,

given by a man in Beverl

80 doors from-a com:|i

osta Mesa were donated by
a contracor. Ten dollars-wa

citizen

who -believes: in'
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# BREAL Apartment Project Continues

Brea — Despite the loss of half of
his work force, the founder of a
group building privately funded,
low-rent apartments says the proj-
ect is continuing.
Volunteer workers using do-
nated materials are constructing 30
apartment units.at Ash and Orange
mn.ooa The project is sponsored by
a group called BREAL, the brain-
child of founder Alan West, a

West, along with local service
and religious groups, is sponsoring
the project to secure low-cost hous-
ing for the oEQ._w

ZEo:mr work on the two-story
structure is 50 percent complete,
West says he’s aftaid the loss of 15
construction students from Fuller-
ton College, who are on summer
vacation, might slow work on the
project.

ect undertaken by a private firm
would cost more than $800,000, he
said his group plans to spend no
more than $300,000.

Sofar, $125,000 has been shelled
out for salaries, equipment, and
supplies. The bulk of the supplies
were donated to ithe project from
private firms.

““We’ve got the sheeting on the
roof and the electrical and plumb-

_stockbroker. While West mwma a similar _u—.o.T (Eontinued on page 52)
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: sm 3 vears om ageor older.
o::nca swv:nm:o: 3..The ‘applicant(s) mus
. | guidclines for the BREAL: -be an:established resident c
¢ [ housing complex. . > the Brea area. as defined b
_“ ~ Construction on.the Breal the limits - of the Bre

- Housing E.Saara scheduled ~ General Plan, for a period ¢

an the City of W—dn. G.o mnow,., to begin.Nov. 17::When fully at least three vears im
Q.—_u EE Eo w—.mm gﬂ.ﬁmﬁm . completed, the project  will miediately prior to makin
- 4 have 22 single units and eight  application for occupancy. -
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By LAURA WINGARD
DSP Staff Writer .

BREA — The homespun
BREAL Inc. project, which
eventually will provide low - rent
apartments for the elderly, is 25
percent completed. Alan J. West,
the corporation’s founder, said
Friday.

“*As of today, we are about 25
percent complete. And we've
only spend $50,000," West com-
mented.
~ Originally West said the pro-
ject's cost was estimated at
$300,000, but if he is able to keep
expenses at their current levels
West guessed the structure may
only cost $200,000.

“We're just hoping we can

keep costs down,™ he added.

~West and the Rev. Loren
Woods, the project’s on - site
supervisor, still aren’t sure when
the apartments will be ready moq
renters.

“I've always said I'd like it
done by the end of the year, but
Loren feels we may be into early
spring,” explained West.

So far, companies in Brea and
surrounding areas have been
very generous in giving the non -
profit corporation supplies at
cost or for free, West said.

Rt nnw Waet ic eannarnad that

8

. With :6 Bmwsa 8.35@8
an end, .ﬁ. eared his labor
supply 5»%;45&9 ‘

‘While West:thanked the stu-

dents for their efforts, he added
that :_m:; |

sadly missed even though some
have volunteered to continue

or was going.to be

R T

4 it

Yo

sperate need for S_E_SG
labor,” West said. i

¢

People to help with the‘plumb-

ing and electical work atre what

West believed would be most
needed. The <o_==82m don’t
havetobe experts, West insisted.

 “We'll show Ema what to do,”

E:S@;

. sﬁwsm o= the project. _
- ““We’re going to be in <2.< de-

he said.

. West urged uoou_m 8 %:m
?s hours of their time to bt
ing BREAL, so the theme of
ing care of one’s own coul
carried out in Brea. -

‘“Brea is known to take car
their own,” explained West. ©
that Brea spirit we always
mvoE v
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““We've got the sheeting on the roof ard the sioct
e and the electrical |
and plumbing work done" Weetsald “And wehaven’t
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 BREAL Workers i
Clted By Rotury

BREA Nme Breans
recewed special honors
this week for their work
with the BREAL senior
citizens low cost housmg
project Meetmg at the
BREAL construction
srte tluswveek the Brea
Rotér'y Cluh chief or:
‘gamzer of BREAL ‘hon-
ored three men with
joixrneyman builders
awards (70 work hom‘s
oject) to George

ﬁ

kus Doug Sharp Gary
Malstede Gary Koop, .
Bob Sexton ‘and Loren
Wood

Rotarlans were re--
mmded that they are not
project alone. 'l'heywere
told thatBreaLlons Club
;m - George
Farias BﬂlJohusonand

e T S AT A
£ f,lr.':'
' h‘—f: \
joined in.

P'“ {

: Kawase at 529 - issls
529- 76340rtheeonsfme—

ltrical connpctwns

‘Also noted was help
given the project by |
about 15 students in the

“FullertonCollege con- ;

struetion class and their |
mstrucfor Bob Chap-
man, who aided in fram-
ing the aparﬁnent com-
plex’

'BREAL Ofﬁélals are |
now calling for assis-
tanceﬁ:omwomenmthe :

'eonunnmf,y to help pre-

paré lunches for crews

.at the site. Workers are

 also needed on the pro- 3
ject:-Anyone WIsang to &
assist the program may |
~do s0°by calling work 2
“coordinator. - Joan

h_on‘sxte at 990 - 1217 & 52

..,a‘~::~-4i‘b~“4
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" caurse éponsored by the
Brea Commnnny Ser- |

a VlCes Department Brea

;- Olinda High School and
~ North "Orgm‘ge County

i *Ai!ult Eil'ucatwn wrll

;xupp'oners celebrated the half -f—
- way completion of th_enr low - cost" +
- senior citizen apartthent com-
: plex Thursdaly;ihe;.had speclaI
_reason to cheer th the an-

| vsurance s Helpmg Hands group i
offered to run 50 miles from Up-:
“land to NeWport Beach on SepL».gi

0 to raise at 1east s 5

llght up in the manager sof-’ '

.rWhen the manager is out, Wests
explamed the emergency signal - 'i
will be switched $0 it can sound
outside for everyqne‘ 0 hear. i
As for the comforts of the
artments, West admitted none
would be air conditioned > With
b e<good southwest breeze, West
id | au- condmonmg was not a

;-‘;questlons can
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35p OUTWITHTHEOLD ...

The building at the old Brea City Yard on Ash Street was
demolished yesterday to make room for a senior citizens’
apartment complex. The city donated the land to the BREAL
Corp., which is a joint project among the city, Rotary Club
and Brea Ministerial Association to build a senior citizens’

apartment complex in the city. Groundbreaking on the project
is expected later this year. R .
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The Cities

Putting The
Bloom Back

! GARDEN GROVE—The resi-
dents of Garden Grove began

when, in an effort to weed out
| the remnants of their “Gérbage
Grove” image, the city council
| passed an ordinance designed
to outlaw unsanitary living
conditions. Rl
Such eyesores as overflowing
trash bins and decaying vege-
tation are now against the law,
and although the ordinance is
directed chiefly at landlords
| and tenants. council members
- hope strengthened health and
safety codes will upgrade prop-
erty and its value.

The ground rules cover a wide
range of problems aimed at
keeping rodents away, fast food

' wrappers off the streets and
| yards neatly trimmed. And, if
landlords and tenants refuse
the Garden Grove version of
keeping America beautiful, city

spring cleaning early this year’

residents say the city’s tattered
image is being picked-up and
dusted off with the new law in
effect. Indeed. the council's
ordinance may make the

Retirement Effort for Abun-
:dant Living).

“Maybe | am crazy,” he con-
cedes, but the project is hap-

magazine (he's a 22-year mem-
ber and happened upon an
article on the Novato Rotary
Club).

“garden™ bloom again in
Garden Grove ® —Bridget Schmigt

Building On
Civic Pride

BREA—Civic pride—it used to
be relegated to the fittle old |!
ladies who organizedlocalbeau- | :
tification days and Fourth of |
July parades. But civic pride for |
the city of Brea involves much
more than fixing up streets or
celebrating special days.

Brea is fixing up housing, a ||
critical nationwide problem, for
senior citizens. But Brea’s pro-
Ject is much more than building
homes, actually apartments, for ||
the elderly—it’s a graptiic illus-

BREAL booster Alan West found \J'illing hands and ready-ro-work
organizations in his drive for amodern day barn-raising for seniors.

']

|

tration of the Christian ethic. a ||
modern day version of the old }pening. After two and a half
fashioned barn-raising. {years of “cajoling and massag-
In fact, a group of Brea citi- | ing” builders, bankers and con-

- employes will be given permis- [~ ~"

sion to investigate and fine un-
cooperative residents. Fines will
be “determined by the cost of
correction on the property,”
says Genelle Birk, city admin-
. istrative analyst, based on a
hearing with the Neighborhood
Improvement Commission.

fs Several- East Garden: Grove

| citizens surprised the city coun-
" cil with their support for the
| proposal.- “We expected a lot
| of opposition, and we were sur-
Ji prised people were so supportive
| —it was heartwarming,” Birk
says. Only two of the 18 persons
who attended the meefing be-
lieved the council was attacking
their rights by adding restric-
tions and legislating aesthetics.
. Deciding which buildings are
'damaged or which lawns need
replanting, say some residents,
| is"like deciding who is pretty
and who is not, not to menfion
| the expense involved in such
face lifts. ' ; .
| But complaints aside, many

The ‘I;aner'e_d face of Brea’s old maintenance facility gives way
10 crews preparing the lot for construction of the BREAL
seniors housing project. ;

I
I struction firms, West’s dream is
coming true. Construction on
BREAL’s senior citizen housing
| began last November.’

The story of this enormous

zens is volunteering time and
materials to build affordable
housing for local senior citizens.
" “When | first told people
about what we were goingtodo, |
they said, ‘You're crazy,’” says [f undertaking beganin 1977 wl:nen
Alan West, project coordinator {fWest was casually glancing
and founder of BREAL (Brea |l through a Rotary International

The Northern California group
had put together community
leaders and volunteers to build
homes for Novato’s senior
citizens.

“l thought ‘that’s terrific,
these people were giving time
and talent just because it was
good for someone else,” West
says.

West initially planned to
enlist the Brea Rotary to go
about getting the money, mater-
ials and volunteers. “No 50
members of any club could do
that,” West says, so he brought
together a board of directors—
people concerned about the
plight of senior citizens”housing
—and formed BREAL.

West is the driving force
behind the project. His license
plates read “BREAL” and the
mere mention of the group, he
says, will keep him talking for
hours.

“It’s my baby.”

But West hasn’t had to carry
his baby the whole way. The
Brea Rotary, Brea City Council,
United California Bank, various
clubs and organjzations in Brea
have all chipped in. All the




Local News
(Continued from page 9)

ing work done,’’ West said. And we
haven’t spent half of our budget.”’
West said that the volunteers will
install insulation and donated sheet-
rock siding.
Financing of the project is through
a 6.5 percent interest loan from

. United California Bank. The loan

will be repaid through proceeds of

- renting the apartments.

“‘Since we’re keeping the costs
down so well, we’ll be able to re-
flect our savings through lower

rents,”” West said. ‘‘Right now I |

predict we will be able to charge as
low as $350 a month for the units.”’

The apartments, both studio and
one-bedroom, will be rented to
people 65 years or older with an-
nual incomes of $10,000 or less.
The occupants also must not col-
lect welfare, and they must be
ambulatory.

West said BREAL will begin

| taking applications for the units by

September. (By Tracie Cone, The
Register) :

Koo

—

groups putting time or money
into the 30-unit complex at the
intersection of Ash and Orange.
will be credited on plaquesinthe
complex’s recreation room.

Persuading volunteers to put
in time pounding nails and
slapping paint has been theeasy
part, according to West. The
real challenge has been getting
the $300.000 needed to buy
those boards and that paint.

United California Bank has
agreed to loan BREAL the
money and most of the building
suppliers have provided mater-
ials at cost. The long-term loan
will be paid by renters of the
apartments.

West says that convincing

| suppliers to essentially “give™ to

the project involved clearing
away a lot of negativism.
““You’re goingtodowhat? ”a

say. Then they would read my

says.

West’s enthusiasm seems to
have rubbed off: BREAL may
stay around to do other com-

housing is completed.

Although West hesitates to
say specifically what BREAL
will do next,. his philosophy
indicates more helping ventures.

“You need to do things for
nothing, you need to pour back

out."e

munity projects after the senior |

into a community what you get
4

president ofacorporationmight |

letter and almost withoutexcep- |
tion they would go along.” West |
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mitments, but sometimes the
pressures would get to him.

In those moments, West said,
Tripp could take him out to lunch
and let him “‘scream, holler, cuss,
rant and rave.”

Then in a calm demeanor, West
said, Tripp would reply, “OK. You
got it out of your system. Let's go
back, pick up a hammer and nails
and get back to work.”

West wanted BREAL to be like
an old-fashioned barn raising, but
Tripp said his friend didn’t realize
that in today’s fast-paced, mobile
community, that type of happen-
ing justisn’t possible.

“The day of being able to barn
raise for neighbors is not what it
used to be,” remarked Tripp.

But none of the people involved
with BREAL would discourage
other service groups and organiza-
tions from pursuing a similar
endeavor.

“I'd like to think it would
motivate others to tackle this type
of project,” said Tripp. “This is
the kind of thing that could grow."”

RECEIVED INQUIRIES .
And West, who borrowed his

-

idea from Novato, said he already
has had inquiries from groups in
Southern California seeking ad-
vice on how to get their own
BREAL started.

But West admits he is not ready
to take on another low-cost hous-
ing development. The time he has
given to BREAL has taken away
from his family and business for
four years. Now, he wants to con-
centrate on those aspects of his life
which greatly pleases his wife.

Mrs. West said she has sup-
ported her husband completely on
the BREAL project, but she is
looking forward to him abandon-
ing his play clothes for the tradi-
tional business attire he wore
before BREAL started,

APARTMENTS AVAILABLE

As the apartments have come
closer to completion, Mrs. West
said, she jokingly told her husband
one morning, “It’ll be nice to see
you walk out of here in a suit and
not in your patched-up
whatevers."”

BREAL

Although BREAL s nearly
finished, (here still are apart-
ments available for senior citizeng
who meet the complex’s re-
quirements,

Applicants must be retired, be 65
years of age or older and have liy-
ed in Brea for at least three years,
Also, their gross earnings may not
exceed $10,000 per year nor may
their net assets be more than
$30,000. .

Seniors who think they may fit |
these guidelines and who are seek- |
ing reasonable-priced housing |
may call Brea Rotary m._.ﬁEb:f
Mike Cohen at 529-1122." Applica- |
tions are available at his office at |
203 N. Brea Blvd. or on the fifth
floor of the Civie-Cultural Center,

For those people who are just in-
terested in seeing what volunteer |
laborers have built for the. older ]
population in Brea, an open house |
at the BREAL site will be held |
from1to5p.m. Saturday.

The public and those who helped
make BREAL happen are invited
to come and explore the apart- )

mentbuilding. ...

Daily News Tribune
. Wednesday, May 10, 1981
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Brea’s Old-Time Spirit

Work continues toward com-
pletion of a 30 - unit apartment
complex in Brea for the elderly of
modest means. It’s a project with
a difference. The people who are
making it possible aren’t being
forced by taxes; they’re helping
because they want to.

Brea’s Retirement Effort for
Abundant Living (BREAL) is a
collection of local residents prac-
ticing an age - old tradition: tak-
ing care of their own. In this case,
it’s the community’s own —
seniors who’ve lived in the town
for at least three years and need
a place to spend their retirement

years safe from skyrocketing
rents.

Organizers of the project, as
well as donating their own time,
have resorted to some ingenious
means to get help. Local college
students contributed part of their
class work; a few carpenters and
other workers served minor jail
sentences at the job site at the
sufferance of local judges.

BREAL hopes to complete the
structure for far less than it
would cost a standard contractor
having to pay the going wage.
Surely the price tag will be con-
siderably less than if the project
were one of these HUD jobs that
have to follow all the federal
guidelines. And, just as impor-
tant, by shouldering the task
themselves, the good people of
Brea have kept the right to de-
cide who getstomove in. They’ve

already said that means no wel-
farites. What a difference from
the way they play the game at
HUD, where some far - off ad-

ministrator decides who’s good
for Brea.

There is a federal connection,
butit’s abenignone. Under a sec-
tion of the U.S. Codes, the United
Californa Bank loan that’s
financing the project is exempt
from taxes on its interest, thus
permitting the bank to lend the
money at only 612 percent. Spon-
sors figure the interest break will
cut $55 a month off the rent. That
tells you something about what
could be if we didn’t liveunder a
stifling tax burden. The fact that
it took organizers a year to clear
this exemption through the fed-
eral bureaucracy, with construc-
tion costs and the prime rate
climbing all the time, tells you
something about the ways things
are.

In the larger context of the
housing crunch, these 30 units
are a dot on the map. But they are
a symbol of what we stand to gain
if we’ll take a step back to the
days when communities handled
their problems through volun-

tary acts of goodwill, rather than

relying on a string - attached

subsidy from Washington that
everyone in the country is forced
to pay for, the beneficiaries sight
unseen. It’s a step back in time,
yes, but a step forward in many
other ways.



By Rebecca Cheuvront
DSP Staff Writer

BREAL.

Just four years ago it was no-
thing more than a dream and a
plan on a piece of paper to pro-
vide low - cost housing for senior

20 Vacancies
At BREAL

BREA — BREAL, the low -
cost apartment complex for
senior citizens, still has openings
for 20 of the 30 apartments in the
building located at 111 N. Orange
Ave.

Mike Cohen, a member of the
Board of Directors for BREAL,
Inc., said that 20 of the 30 apart-
ments are completed and .the
other 10 should be done by next
week.

He added that there have been
quite a few applications, but that
many of the people don’t qualify
either because they have not
been a resident of Brea for three
years, exceed the gross income
limit of $10,000 a year, or don’t
meet the $2,500 minimum assets
requirement.

In addition to living quarters,
BREAL has a recreation room
with a fireplace, a community

kitchen, a central courtyard and’

washing facilities.

A studio apartment costs $§135a
month and a larger apartment
costs $155 a month. Utilities are
paid.

For more information on ob-
taining an application for
BREAL, call @Sﬁu at (714) 529 -

3277 or Alan West at (714) 990 -
1217. 3

citizens in Brea.

That dream became reality
last week when senior citizens
started moving in to what could
be called, at $135 a month, a

paradise in a world of economic
chaos.

The new residents of BREAL,
located on North Orange Avenue
certainly view it that way.

Even though construction is
still going on, including both
work on the clubhouse and the
fountain in the center of the com-
plex as well as the planting of
grass and flowers, to the new
tenants just being a resident of
BREAL is something of a mira-
cle.

“Inever thought you could rent
an apartment for this price,”

)

(Star-Progress Photo by Rebecca Cheuvront)
HARD AT WORK — Theodore Goeckner (left), the first resident of BREAL, a low - cost housing project for

Ai__. vo _Onaom 3

commented Theodore J. Goeck-
ner, the first resident of BREAL
as well as the complex’s assis-
tant manager.

Goeckner, who operated a
motel in Downey for 13 years and
consequently will be in charge of
troubleshooting at BREAL,
added that he’'d recently been re-
nting an apartment for $240 a
month that was no nicer than his
present studio apartment.

“Ilike it here fine,’” he said. “I
tell my three boys this is my last
move.Idon’tintend to ever move
again.”

Other residents of BREAL ex-
pressed similar sentiments.
Nora LaRoche, a resident of
Brea for 15 years and of BREAL
for about one week, commented,

senior citizens, and Alan G. West, president of the project, work on the *oc.:n”:. ian
the center courtyard of the apartment complex.

“It’s heaven. 1 no: t think there.
could be a nicer place for old
people.

“I'mvery, very lucky that I'm
here,” she continued. ‘“This is
the last move and the best move
in all my life.”

Besides the low cost of living at
BREAL, LaRoche said she likes
the people and the various safety
provisions of the individual
apartments.

For instance, there are safety
locks on all the windows and the
doors. “My other apartment at

$265 a month didn’t have those,”
she noted.

LaRoche is also mavnamwma
that each apartment has panic
buttons so that if she were to
break a leg or be in need of in-

¥l

mﬁma :o—? msm 8:5 push this
button which would then set off a
bell and turn on a light in the
manager’s office.

“Whoever designed this place
sure did a good job,” she said.

LaRoche is looking forward to
the completion of the fountain
and the clubhouse, which will
have a community kitchen, a
card room, fireplace, television
and a bumper pool table.

‘‘This is the best thing that’s

ever happened to me in my whole
life,”” LaRoche added. ““After it’s
all done it’s going to be a
paradise.”

Agnes Zdansky is also happy to
beliving at BREAL. She said she
followed the progress of the
complex through a local paper,
just waiting for the day it would
open. ‘‘It’s beautiful, it’s just
beautiful. It's just right for one
person,” she said.

(Continued on A-2)
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(Continued from A-1)

Zdansky enjoys the newness of
the complex, as well as the peace
and quiet and the convenience of
its location near the center of
town,

She also noted that the apart-
ment itself is convenient — fully
equipped with lots of cupboard
space and a nice patio, ‘‘some-
thing 1 didn’t have before.”

But the fact that the apartment
is affordable on top of its many
other qualities is what Zdansky
speaks of most.

She explained that she had
lived in another apartment in
Brea with rent that kept goirg
up, a situation that’s generally
difficult for seniors living on Ii-
mited incomes. **The rent is what
kills us older people,” she said.

““There should be moreplaces
like these going up,’’ she added, a
comment that was made by all
three of the new BREAL tenants.

The driving force behind the
cstablishment of BREAL, Inc.
and its president, Alan West, ag-
reed that more low - cost housing
enior citizens are

o<

orojects for

T AT

BREA

needed, not only in Brea butl
throughout the country.

After making his dream be-
come a reality through the ef-
forts of the Brea Rotary Club,
local residents, volunteer help
al lest $100,000 of free misicriais
and everything else at wholesale
prices, he’s convinced that any-
one who really takes the time

could do the same thing.
For that matter, West has put

together a slide program and is
willing to talk to any Rotary Club
that’s interested in building a low
- cost housing complex for
seniors in their city and facts
about how it can be ac-
complished.

“I think every city must have -
piece of land it can do something
like this with,” he noted.

West added that the federal
government, the Jargest land-
owner in the United States with
millions of acres, could lease
some of its property to local
cities tobuild this kind of projeci.

As long a- ‘here are no land
costs, as well a- getting the best
prices for building inaierials, the
rent can be kept ‘ow, he
explained.

“Thigiy . model of how it could

I Residents Enjoy...

and both the federal and local
government have the land,” he

he done on federal )and in any
added. ““The land is the key.”

- in this country,” he said.
{here’s @ tremendous need

&



mitments, but sometimes the
pressures would get to him.

In those moments, West said,
'Tripp could take him out to lunch
and let him “‘scream, holler, cuss,
rant and rave.”

‘Then in a calm demeanor, West
said, Tripp would reply, “OK. You
got it out of your system. Let’s go
back, pick up a hammer and nails
and get back to work.”

West wanted BREAL to be like
an old-fashioned barn raising, but
‘Tripp said his friend didn’t realize

‘Ing justisn’t possible.
u.nm.:.m day of being able to barn
raise for neighbors is not what it
used to be,”” remarked Tripp.

But none of the people involved
with BREAL would discourage
-other service groups and organiza-
tions from pursuing a similar

motivate others to tackle this type
of project,” said Tripp. “This is
the kind of thing that could grow.””
RECEIVED INQUIRIES .
And West, who borrowed his

-

.vice on how to

idea from Novato, said e alrea
has had inquiries from grot
Southern California seeking a
et their own
BREAL started. & 14 AR
But West admits he is not ready
to take on another low-cost hous-
ing development. The time he has
given to BREAL has taken away
from his family and business for
four years. Now, he wants to con-
centrate on those aspects of his life
which greatly pleases his wife.

Mrs. West said she has sup-
ported her husband completely on
the BREAL project, but she is
looking forward to him abandon-
ing his play clothes for the tradi-
tional business attire he wore
before BREAL started.

APARTMENTS AVAILABLE

As the apartments have come
closer to completion, Mrs. West
said, she jokingly told her husband
one morning, “It’ll be nice to see
you walk out of here in a suit and
not in your patched-up
whatevers.”’

Seniors who think they
these guidelines and who are, ol
ing reasonable-priced housing
may call Brea : c

' ‘Mike Cohen at 529-1122.’ Applica-

tions are available at his’ office at
203 N. Brea Blvd. or on the fifth
floor of the Civic-Cultural Center.
For those people who are just in-

terested in seeing what volunteer
laborers have' built for the older
population in Brea, an open house
at the BREAL site will be held
from1to5 p.m. Saturday. =

* The public and those who helped
make BREAL happen are invited
to come and explore the apart-
mentbuilding. -~

e




'HE BELIEVED IN BREAL

West's 4-year dream becomes reality in

By LAURA WINGARD
News Tribune Writer
BREA — Friends and acquain-
tances of Alan West told him his
' plan to bring low-cost housing to
Brea’s senior citizens was crazy
and couldn't be done.
It has been four years since West
embarked on building BREAL, a
two-story, 30-unit apartment com-

"plex constructed by volunteer .

laborers in downtown Brea, and it
is almost complete with some of
. the apartments now occupied by
elderly residents.
' “This is the culmination of a
dream,” reflected West one day
recently as he sat in his tattered
work clothes in the complex's yet-
to-be-finished recreation room.
Perched on a roll of carpet that
.would soon line the floor, he said,
“It’s one of the best dreams I ever
had because it happened."’
. LIVED WITH DREAM
| His wife Joan agrees. She has
had to live with the dream since
Alan conceived it on March 11,
1978, after reading about a similar
project built by the Navato Rotary
Club in Northern California.

ty and Ministerial Association,

have jointly sponsored BREAL,

which stands for Brea Retiremem

Effort for Abundant Living.
UNIQUE PROJECT

The project is unique because
no federal or state housing funds
have been used to build it.

Instead, BREAL formed a board
of directors, which West heads,
and incorporated. Then BREAL
was given a low-interest $500,000
loan from United California Bank.

The land where it is being built
s» 50 no-.:n.. o» >m= w.._.mm" w:n

U S SRS SH
Orange ><@==o is vm:_m leased
from the city at a rate of $1 per
year. The lease will terminate in
50 years and the care will revert
back to the city.

The materials that have been us-
ed in constructing BREAL have
either been donated or their cost,
reduced.

But the main reason BREAL is
near the finishing point with a tab
of $350,000 and monthly rents to
tenants of §135 or $155 Sc_cnSn

..=.u ..oh:% been uoB»cEﬁ

Eﬁn Mrs. West. “So many
people have told Alan and me it
wle..—Eb.n work, but Alan’s persis-

-ME.. Determination is what did

\

{ West, born and raised in Brea,
took his plan to the local Rotary
Club where it was warmly ac-
cented. The club, along with the ci-

Do AV is S I i i T b 0 s e A

700 nooln.v &n_‘w in some way
v n touched v< 33 Qkhmzmanw

:EEnn is n.o <o_==82. io_.w
force.

West, a securities broker by
trade, did much of his work at
night so he could spend his days
doing whatever needed to be done
at the building site.

The Rev. Loren Wood, pastor of
the Brea Foursquare Gospel

$h o:w of the vmu* mwmnam
ever }nm because it :nﬁtmamm.

Church, did the Lord's work at
night and on Sunday. His day-time
hours Monday through Saturday
were spent working as the con-
struction manager for BRISAL,

Experienced in building con-
struction, Wood trained and honed
the skills of his non-professional
labor crew that at times included
city officials, the Brea police chief
and businessmen from throughout
the city.

‘‘The caliber of people we have
working here is tremendous,”

But g? Eomﬁ;w.a Wood are
reluctant to start naming the peo-

ple and companies who have con-

tributed to BREAL for fear they'll
forget somebody.

Seven-hundred people have in
some way been touched by this ex-
perience, explained West, either
by helping put up the walls or by
giving the materials to build the
structure.

West, however, is quick to
acknowledge the moral support
his long-time friend Doug Tripp,
an insurance broker, has given
him when times were tough at
BREAL.

NOT ALWAYS ROSY

Working on BREAL has not
always been rosy for West. There
were times when helpers were few
and he, Wood and a couple others
would be the only ones toiling to
complete the apartments.

West said he always tried to
understand that the volunteer
workers had other business com-

b

POURING CEMENT FINAL STAGE AT BREAL
Alan West (left), m<2.o= Marshall, hoa_.. Wood and ..o:: m:m:.m:

e m e " cnd




Im BELIEVED IN BREAL

West's 4-year dream becomes Sn_=< in w_.mn

By LAURA WINGARD
News Tribune Writer

'BREA — Friends and acquain-
tances of Alan West told him his
plan to bring low-cost housing to
Brea’s senior citizens was crazy
and couldn’t be done.

_It has been four years since West
embarked on building BREAL, a
two-story, 30-unit apartment com-
plex constructed by volunteer
laborers in downtown Brea, and it
is almost complete with some of
the apartments now occupied by
elderly residents.

“This is the culmination of a
dream,” reflected West one day
recently as he sat in his tattered
work clothes in the complex’s yet-
to-be-finished recreation room.

Perched on a roll of carpet that
would soon line the floor, he said,
“It’s one of the best dreams I ever
had because it happened.”

LIVED WITH DREAM

His wife Joan agrees. She has
had to live with the dream since
Alan conceived it on March 11,
1978, after reading about a similar
project built by the Navato Rotary
Club in Northern California.

“It's really been sol onE.m

00

mmb

commented Mrs. West. “‘So many
people have told Alan and me it
wouldn’t work, but Alan’s persis-
E.Bz Determination is what did
.ﬂnﬁ born and raised in Brea,

cepted. The club, along with the ci-

people have in some way

ty and Ministerial Association,

have jointly sponsored BREAL,

which stands for Brea Retiremem

Effort for Abundant Living.
UNIQUE PROJECT

The project is unique because
no federal or state housing funds
have been used to build it.

Instead, BREAL formed a board
of directors, which West heads,
and incorporated. Then BREAL
was given a low-interest $500,000
loan from United California Bank.

The land where it is being built
at the corner of Ash Street and

A T T T S R

Church, did the Lord's work at
night and on Sunday. His day-time
hours Monday through Saturday
were spent working as the con-
struction manager for BREAL.

Experienced in building con-
struction, Wood trained and honed
the skills of his non-professional
labor crew that at times included
city officials, the Brea police chief
and businessmen from throughout
the city.

“The caliber of people we have
working here is tremendous,”
remarked Wood.

‘It's one of the wo.c. dreams |

O..E.mm ><o==c is being _mbmoa
from the city at a rate of $1 per
year. The lease will terminate in
50 years and the care will revert
back to the city.

The materials that have been us-
ed in constructing BREAL have
either been donated or their cost,
reduced.

But the main reason BREAL is
near the finishing point with a tab
of $350,000 and monthly rents to
r $155 including
U BN,

this ex m:m:nm..
utilities is Em <o_==82 so..x
force.

West, a securities broker by
trade, did much of his work at
night so he could spend his days
doing whatever needed to be done
at the building site.

The Rev. Loren Wood, pastor of
the Brea Foursquare Gospel

reluctant to start naming the peo- '

ple and companies who have con-

tributed to BREAL for fear they’ll -

forget somebody.

Seven-hundred people have in
some way been touched by this ex-
perience, explained West, either
by helping put up the walls or by
giving the materials to build the
structure.

West, however, is quick to
acknowledge the moral support
his long-time friend Doug Tripp,
an insurance broker, has given
him when times were tough at
BREAL.

NOT ALWAYS ROSY

Working on BREAL has not
always been rosy for West. There
were times when helpers were few
and he, Wood and a couple others
would be the only ones toiling to
complete the apartments.

West said he always tried to
understand that the volunteer
workers had other business com-

3 SEATEEL TR "~ News Tribune Photo by Jose Luls Villegas
POURING CEMENT FINAL STAGE AT BREAL
Alan West (left), Everett Marshall, Loren Wood and John English
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Criteria Modified For BREAL

BREA — Modified
criteria for applicants to
BREAL. the city’s
pioneer low - cost hoys.
ing project for seniors,
Were established hy
BREAL, Inc. board
members Monday.

Board president Ajan
G. West said applicants
must be established re-
sidents of the Brea area
as defined by the limits
of the Brea General
Plan or the limits of the

Malathion Spilled '
In Cupertino Yo

CUPERTINO ( AP —

A spill termed the ““first

big accident " in the pes.
ticide war against the
Mediterranean fruit fly
caused no major prob-
lems. eradication offi-
ciais say.

“About 1,000 galions of
a sticky medfly bait, 20
percent of it malathion,
spilled in a Cupertino
sterage yard for the

~California Department

of Transportation on

- “Thursday.

“from helicopters and |

- ~'If we had to have 4
spill this was the best
place to have it,” said
assistant project man-
ager Isi Siddiqui. “For-
tunately, it happend not
on the freeway but in
gur vard.”

© The bait is sprayed

airplanes over ahout
1,200 square miles of
California in hopes of

poisoning any medflies

that might emerge from
larvae,

Otficials said g truck
backed into annthe)

Brea - Olinda Unifed
Schiol District for a
peried of at least fwo
years

“The main distinctinn
is that we now cover
places within the schon
distriet whicn may net
necessarily be wilhin
ity livoiis.” West ad-
ded '

A change in ircome
status was also gecided
by the board. Singis
Persons must have an

i

New officers elected
to serve with West in-
clude Balch, vice presi-
dent; Doug Tripp, sec-
retary; and Mochon,
treasurer.

annual incorne of $10,000

vhile incorne - for
couples had heen raised
to $12.500.

All curbs, gutters,
sidewalks and “‘Good
Old Brea lamp posts,
donafed by the Bank of
Anverica. have been in-
stalled, said West.

During (he monthly
meeting, two board
members, Bill Mochon
MeFadden
asked to he relieved of
their duties. The pair

with -}
| 1st. TRUST peEDs |

and Mae

n.orepresenting the
Prea Ministerial As-
sociation, and Bert
Maochon, '

{DEBCO CONSTRUCTION
_ my337-0470  §

Project spokesman i P :
oL ARORS L Learn more about
Loger Blake =aigd the
liguid- was Fup
hefore o

21§
the ground or cause in-
iuries.

Three medf
in 2z cargo are
Angeles Infernation:
Alrport were “n
deal,” said
spokesman Try

All
sterile and were
teved 1o frove
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Weré corfi
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&2 acre
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_ Avocado groves 5 acres & up.
A CLARK — Broker
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and at an open house Thursday Louie Gutierrez (left); avol
told Rofarian‘AIdn'V\{ésf’(rigﬁt)'he will run 50 miles in
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T
&OUNDING FOR BREAL - A little political clout in
’stho right place will go a long way was evident

by this view of Mayor Sal Gambina.
(News-Times photo by Suson Goede)

BE IT EVER SO HUMBLE - the on-sight cor-
porate offices of BREAL INC, may  not
look like much, but then they aren't,

4 “(News-Times photo by David E, Dlnmuﬂ 3

WAHIIAT? - Remnants of BREAL volun.

& teers gourment lunches are neatly
arranged amidst the  |oose rubble,

walting to be whisked away by.,.by...

———— :

"‘MORE YO YER LEFT" . "'Eusy, easy”,." Yq got a
|~ motch?"..lts all |n q days work for {from let1)
' Ray Morley, Leo Wast, Alan. West and Doug
Tripp: all Ratary Club

' : , - volunteers helpi th

s
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/‘louumm; FOR BREAL - A little political clout in
l’}"h. right place will go o long way was evident
by this view of Mayor Sal Gambina.
(NmJimn_phefobySuli »

WANZIZAT? - Remnants of BREAL volun:
teers gourment lunches: are neatly
arranged amidst the loose rubble,
walting to be whisked away by...by... -

BE IT EVER SO HUMBLE - the on-sight cor-
porate offices of BREAL INC. may not
look like much, but then they aren't.

(News-Times photo by David E. Dlumng} :
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