


"YOUR PERSONALIZED SHOPPING PLAE"

OVER 30 SHOPS

TO SERVE YOU

Located At The Northeast Corner Of
The New Orange (57) Freeway at Imperial Hwy.

ACROSS FROM BREA MALL

Discover exclusive shops, boutiques,
" ideas. Entertainment, friendly faces,

doors of your plaza.

parlors, new fashions,

creative gift

all surrounded by the beautiful out-

Enjoy fine food's for lunch or dine in elegance.
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OUTLOOK

Brea Plaza proves amazing
business stimulator for area

Not only did Brea Plaza
introduce Northern Orange
County to its significant new
role as a regional com-
mercial entity, but it has
enjoyed unheralded success
as a traffic attention com-
peller which has generated
amazing business
momentum.

According to Tim Von-
Dett, president of the Plaza’s
merchants association and a
charter member of the
complex, the new shopping
center formally opened in
the spring of 1977, almost
immediate.ly attaining 100
per cent occupancy.

Brea Plaza is strategically
located at convenient out-
pouring points of the Orange
(No. 57) Freeway, being at
the northeast corner of the
freeway and Imperial
Highway, just off Associated
Road.

The Plaza was an instant
success as it lived up to its
promise of being composed
of ‘‘warn, friendly, com-
munity-oriented merchants’
who were dedicated to
placing their major em-
phasis on ‘“‘personal service
tothe people.”

Customers already have

noted a situation that may
well become an unwritten
slogan...Brea Plaza is
““small enough to know you,
yet complete enough to serve
you!’’ Von-Dett
acknowledges.

Brea Plaza covers a 25-
acre area, featuring close to
a million square feet of well
laid out parking ac-
commodations, attractively
accentuated with land-
scaping design.

There are more than 30
facilities,  impressively
anchored by such majors as
a 24-hour- Albertson's super
food store, Thrifty Drug,
regional headquarters of
Allstate (financial service
arm of Sears), 4300-seating
capacity Mann Theaters and
a financial center including
Home Bank and Financial
Savings.

One of the more
remarkable things about the
center is that it features
Brea's finest restaurants,
including four major units
among seven sit-down eating
places.

Further, among its shops
are men's and women's
stores, a men’'s specialty
clothing shop, a large

gourmet spirits shop, shoe
repairs, dry cleaners, gift
and card shops, electronics
supply store, a tobacconist, a
soon-to-open custom
woodwork furniture store,
hair styling and beauty
supply facilities, and such
offices as professional
utility, real estate and travel
facilities.

Current officers of the
Brea Plaza Association are
Tim Von-Dett, president;
Carl Fisher, vice president;
Ron Johnson, secretary, and
Louis Sciarrotta, treasurer.

The entire center prides
itself with retaining a status
in keeping with the com-
munity orientation it em-
phasizes. For instance,
many of the shop-keepers
and employees are deeply
involved in community
affairs.

Their memberships in-
clude such organizations as
the Chamber of Commerce,’
Rotary International,
Kiwanis Club, Lions Club,
several fraternal groups,
and they usually play an
activerole.

Brea Plaza tenants also
maintain a vivid interest in
youth activities.



Sears to Highlight B

By DAVE TAYLOR
News Tribune Writer

BREA — A Sears, Roebuck &
Co. store with nearly four acres of
space will be the first of four major
department stores to open in the new
Brea Mall in August.

It will be the sixth Sears store in
Orange County and the 27th in the
Los Angeles area.

Fifty merchandising departments,
a garden center and a 16-stall
automotive center will be featured
in the store complex. A two-story
structure, it will encompass 168,517
gross square feet and will be sur-

g ARCHITECT’S REN
Complex Will Cover Nearly Four Acres,

AUGUST 11, 1977

rounded by 12.5 acres of landscaping
and parking for 874 cars.

The new multimillion dollar Brea
Mall will be located at the Orange
Freeway and Imperial Highway. In
the area of the Mall, more than 5,000
homes are now being built with 2,500
more in planning stages.

Also feature as part of the Sears
store in the new mall will be an
energy-saving air-conditioning
System which will circulate fresh
outside air into the store until out-
side temperatures rise to above the
inside range.

The store will have entrances at

DERING OF SEARS ST

both levels giving it a one-story
appearance.

In a special ceremonies yesterday,
hundreds of civic and business
leaders heard a progress report
from Sears representatives and
became acquainted with some of the
store personnel.

Speakers included E. W. Weldon,
general manager of the company’s
Los  Angeles-Orange County retail
district.

Others were Carol Weddle, mayor
of Brea; Warren Weidemann, Brea
Chamber of Commerce; and Karl
Schwab, treasurer of the Brea
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O.wm PLANNED FOR BREA MALL
Boasting 50 Merchandising Departments, Automotive Center = -

rea Mall

chamber and former chairman of
the city's industrial committee,
which first brought Sears service
center to Brea. It is now located on
Berry Street between Lambert Road

and Central Avenue.

Ernest W. Hahan, Inc., of
Hawthorne is the general contrac-
tor. The mall is being constructed by
Homart Development Co., a wholly
owned subsidiary of Sears.

Gustav J. Molnar & Associates:is
in charge of landscaping, surroun-
ding the store with greenery and
landscaping the parking lot. .
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THE SEARS STAMPEDE - Newest retail department store was opened last Wednesday

by Sears in Brea Mall. Ceremonies and s

pecials drew about 3,500 customers, who literal-

ly stampeded into store. Sears official, center left, tried to slow down crowd, while

photographer, center, and Roy Knauft, Con
trapped by onslaught of bodies. (News-

gressman Wiggins' field representative are
Times photo by Russ Schach)

Residents Throng To Sears Opening

BREA - A throng of about
3,500 area residents flocked
here last Wednesday morning
to take part in the grand
opening of Sears, Roebuck
and Company’s newest
department store.

Officials from the city and
the large firm conducted rib-
bon cutting and other
ceremonies to commemorate

the opening of the major retail
facility, which is located in the
Brea Mall.

Many of the shoppers who
were attracted to the new
store opening by special
bargains and other features
arrived several , hours before
Sears officials swung wide
their doors. While the
customers were waiting out-

side the roped-in patio en-
trance area, they were enter-
tained by Disneyland
characters Winnie-the-Pooh
and Tigger.

Karl Schwab, Brea
Chamber of Commerce
representative, acted as
master of ceremonies. Mayor
Rex Gaede, Mayor Pro Tem
Sam Cooper and Councilman
Carol Weddle attended, along
with City Manager Wayne,
Wedin, who made a few brief
remarks. =

_Eugene Weldon, general
manager of Sears Los
Angeles/Orange County
Retail District, also addressed
the crowd and introduced the
Brea store manager, Harold
(Hal) Jordy, Jr. ._.s\n‘,.mmm-ﬂw
and Brea city council officials
conducted ribbon cutting

ceremonies 'with- specially
engraved golden shears.




OFFICIAL GRAND
OPENING

The official Grand Opening ceremonies for the Brea Mall regional shopping cen-
ter takes place tomorrow, Wednesday, September 28th at 9:30 a.m. Robert
Vaughn, star of ABC-TV’s ‘‘Washington: Behind Closed Doors,” with help from
Laura Shipkey, Miss Brea 1977, will assist dignitaries from Sears, Roebuck and
Co., the May Co., The Broadway, the president of Homart Development Co.,
William A. Toombs, and the Honorable Rex D. Gaede, Mayor of Brea cut the rib-
bons that will officially open Brea Mall: The Brea-Olinda High School band will
provide music for the occasion. :

Visitors who arrive early for the ceremonies will have a chance to talk a few
minutes with and receive an autographed picture from Robert Vaughn who will be
leaving shortly after the ribbon-cutting to appear in a matinee performance of his |
new one-man play, “F.D.R.”’ in San Diego. ;

All shoppers arriving in the mall opening day will be greeted at the door by at-
tractive Brea Mall hostesses and receive free Brea Mall shopping bags and
orange carnations. In addition, they will be seeing many new stores opening their
doors for the first time as a total of nearly 80 stores are expected to open for
business. ;

_ Also, entry blanks will be available in Brea Mall stores from Grand Opening
day, Wednesday, until Saturday for a drawing for a week for two in Hawaii with a
set of luggage and $500.00 to spend. Additional prizes include weekends for two in
Las Vegas and Phoenix, and gift certificates at Sears and the May Co. The win-
ners’ names will be drawn on Sunday, October 2nd, at 3:00 p.m. in Brea Mall's
Grand Court. £

September 27,1977
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Assessment Angers -
————Merchants in Mall -

34 0 By GISELA MEIER
Nows Tribune Writer

BREA — Feeling that they have
been unfairly burdened with the
cost for the construction of the new
| civiccultural center, the mer-
chants at Brea Mall are preparing

alegal battle against the city.

ATt 2 : Tgxe shopping center’'s major
T "W landowners — Homart Develop-
ment Co., Sears, Broadway, Nord-
strom and May Co. — have retain-
ed an attorney to file suit against
the city, according to Kathy Tef-
fenhart, law manager for the Brea
Mall. Details of the legal action
are not available yet, she said.

In addition, the small business
“rt .. owners are planning a separate
legal action, which may involve in-
dividual lawsuits against the City
Council members or a recall
movement, said Mike McShane,
owner of The Brass Bed in the
mall.

The business owners are angry
about an assessment district that
was placed on the Brea Mall in a
unanimous action of the City Coun-
cil last week. The assessments
levied against the mall owners will
help pay off an $18 million debt in-
curred by the city for off-site im-
* provements at the mall and the
- construction of the Civic-Cultural
Center. i

In the original agreement bet-
ween the city and the developers,
the mall owners agreed to pay for
the cultural center through the in-
creased property taxes that would
result from the development of the
shopping center, said Assistant Ci-

ty Attorney Andy Arczynski.

post offlce box 11789 fe

Since Prop. 13 serfously reduced
the amount of property tax funds,
the city maintains that the mall
owners should pay the difference
through an assessment, he said.

However, the small business ot
owners in the mall are upset !
because their leases specify that ...
any taxes or assessments against
Homart, their landlord, will be
passed on to them, said McShane.

The small stores can't afford the
increased payments, and 30 to 35
of the businesses may have to
close, he said. The remaining
stores would have to pass on their
increased costs to the consumers
through higher prices, he added.

While conceding that the mall :
should pay for improvements to its R
property, McShane said the [
cultural center belongs to all the
people and should be paid out of
the city's general fund.

Since the city has argued that
the mall will benefit from the prox-
imity of the civic center, other
shopping areas near the mall
should be included if an assess-
ment district is established, he
said.

According to Arczynski, the
owners of the mall are well able to
afford the assessments. This is
particularly true in light of the -
profits Homart made by selling .
property that was improved by the .
city redevelopment agency, he
remarked.

The city is only placing the
assessment against the major lan-
downers of the mall and there is no
legal requirement for the cost to
be passed on to the mall tenants,
Arczynski said.




More about

. Restraint of
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(Continued from page 1)
g valuelol] percent, unless the
o property changed hands
after the passage of
Proposiloin 13. )
The city lost tax revenue it
had planned to use for
construction of the civie-
cultural  center. after

However, lenants of the
Mall arc concerned about
" Homarl, the owner of the
center. passing on the n-
creased taxes imposed by
the ¢ity tothem.

While contacting an al-
torney, the tenpants are
seemingly marking time o
discover what Homart wanls
todo.

dicated after the council
session which  established
the assessment district thal
4 ~vahdation” suit might be
instituted

The wim of the suit would
e to determine if Senate Bill
55 can he used legally to
recover  the “frozen™ in-
creases in o assessed
viluation of mall property

s17.4  million, Tlive-level.

250,000 square foot civie and
-+ cultural center.

i Cily officials said the ax
=77 rate dropped from $9.50 per
$100 of assessed valuation to
between $4 and $5
None of the property lax
on the mall goes tothe city. it
goes to the center.
During the course of the
. first - meeting, of - lenants—
another may be held the
week of June 8. McShane
_said he suspects that the city
could be sued for restraint of
(rade. since lenant rents
could go up possibly 30 to 40
percent,  making  mall

_tenants’ noncompelitive in L

the marketplace.

He said that in 1978, wilth
two of the four anchor stores
igaiaf n the mall. leaving out
_TTIEE Broadway and Nordstrom,

which opened later. 46.6
percenl of retail sales in
Brea were transacted in the
mall.  Nel sales were
estimated al $100 million, of
which 1 percent was $1
_ million. - -
i ~ McShane contended that it
< paxes amounted Lo $15.000 on - 4
a husiness, and he net profil

S150.000 10 sales Lo pay their
taxes. or 25 percent of the
total business for the year.
one  speaker  at the
tenants' meeling spoke of a
turndown by cihizens ol a
civie center What  he
referred to was an advisory
straw poll in 1971, prior to
the spht of redevelopment
areas  nto Ilwo o and
climmation of an arei south
ol Birch and west of Ran-
dolph where a civie center
was proposed
With rare excephions. the
Horan residence being one.
between  the  civie-cultural
center and post office. the
property where the mall and
cvie center were bult was
uninhabited.

passageof Prop 13. [P

Homart's altorney in- |

“with which to finance the |

|

|

= - @ B e v
zv3 pzes3s 093823, X Z
:-*5:,@::'2 F342,8257 37 3 Y £ N -V
3 22E2i-_STA<yS 2 3
Bol=32E5537325%388% 2 % -= 0

E5sLcenn 05032547 -+ v o o
":'-11:;:’"" «2 Z,8¢c2qd | g_... 4 - o
B3cdFeRa aEpieatads 8 22 g

le %2 Z2 B =

Em-—agi_v-%%?a-f-=25°i§s =g 5 a: ©
FUodER T 383 253w23% 8 A
L= FogeloRzE3dfy> @ = A
S Swo ErZno=p2<R20F ¢ c e =T
FRan3cd _S853gIR7 2 By (] 2 v =
T188275z04,525 53558 D &, [ Z .39
25368 P80 502 2225 ot |+ en B = |
37B®Ez2028 £23772 B9 i (3 e
Ys_ 2 28E,n2 FESZ3R3 - ] w = 3
B RS Ti=ca.g 3::"33" - |0, —

B_R2 2,228 SRRF¥ - NN Q
A5gZ &wvaw m o (‘ - o (%]
u X w =z23c2 BTS2 ~ (=] -
oms vozsg §7332.33% O

375 _37cSBwIiam =Zgod

ZELR=27203FE82% AEcy SIS
- 3EEiIEgeiaziiosocfil o B -
SRTEER0 FL g EBREZE 5T e e T <5 44

2 830z29 El o8 32

g -45-&273 wZZ2p .00 o Z - 1 1

BT ggozfizZ_Z35 5% c [ sl

2337 535RraZ _2 3 —ﬂ;;;%

2LFER Tz, w3 SE_" 7]

=398 EZog 52 KRTT =2

= =3 S5z223E2 z T2

2. B "B, 5 = m H

7233 53388 T3z%2 3¢

ag 3 P

1€2: 235 s23i- 3: W D

= = 325 F Er=z EZZ ) e

c_3,~ Seszwi _g30E s 2

S Te sz Zs3z2 22727 7.2 m m

E=%F~s =& =" = e ) F a o

e "A'U:T'-_T.E.ig FZE3

w37 235 (55552264258 U0 e,

.\c._mc-nc = = RS-

ﬁa?"“"’?”"‘-"’ﬂ“':h

R EVMY 30 A

3524zg0%87,.35, 225527

=37 ag3s % fgefesr3z2F |

3=z 25z2.23 52731 M

€cx 7272563 Zewx>3 g

a__m’_gg SEERZ L=E =z

Z.238g572 o 2 _53-"%2 wn

9fzg8 22 Zg8 2275z o=

SEEEE_8E S< c_me 3R3%

FELLE G ML EVAND 34

Q@323R, _“n =Z3 2E R=D

S 5 = = 2 E 3

and =B == =% = [
d2FE.FREF 7 aFFHE F2° i

was 3 pereenl. the owners :
TR would  have to | generale [ ]

10|AD}| 3AD(Q AqQ 010Yd saw | -smBN)

U1 8Q P|NOM |1 DYm PUD UeXD} 8q p|nom dais Ixau ey}

UBYM 3PI2BP O} SIUDUD} JAYIO YiIM j2W "93}}IWwod

.7 sjuDUB3} ||DVW D3Jg 3y} JO UBWIIDYD-0d Aipiodwal ‘ 11Dy
< 3liow asoy puo (+21) @UDYSOW IW - WIINOD SINVNIL

+ Alsedosd uuong-siasor

oyy ‘gl "doid jo abossod yBnouyy 4s0| ‘|jow B8y} wouy
siuswa1dul xo} Bul1sA03a1 |D SWID JUBWSSasSD 3y | "AHd
oyl AQ paysi|qpisa 1d1isIp Juawssasso eyl Bupaiunod

o
x




[RETT

pacific clippings

Post office box 11789

*antaana,callf

Fullerton, Cal.
NEWS-TRIBUNE
(Daily) MAY 12

|
|
!
1 .
!

92711

b1

|
1980 |

n.tsmm%.%s Center

BREA — Progress reports on exhibits planned for
the new Civic-Cultural Center will be presented dur-
ing a meeting of the Cultural Arts Commission at 6
pP-m. tomorrow at Pioneer Hall, 500 S. Sievers Ave.

The meeting will also include a
for “Brea Night at the Cabare;

in the center in October.

i . .“ ’

4

discussion on plans
t.”” the theater opening

|
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Ownérs Finance Center

By TRACIE CONE

Register Staff Writer

BREA-— Owners of the
Brea Mall will have to pay
an estimated $17.9 million
over the next 25 years to
finance construction of the
city’s new civic-cultural
center.

The city council voted
unanimously Tuesday to
form a special assessment
distriet, which encom-

, Passes the mall redevelop-

ment project area, to fund
the project. *

But Robert Break, attor-
ney for the five landowners
— Homart Development

MAY 2 3 1980 f

|

Co., Sears, Broadway,
Nordstrom and May Co. —
said Thursday his clients
are considering a suit
against the city. They have
60 days to appeal the deci-
sion in Orange County
Superior Court.
Construction of the mall

was aided by a city rede- -

velopment project prior to
passage of Proposition 13.

In exchange for funding
streets, sewers and water

hookups — designed to in- '

duce major firms to devel-
op the area — the city ex-
pected to gain increased
property taxes.

But passage of Proposi-
tion 13, which lowered pro-
perty taxes, left the city

short the $17.9 million"

needed to pay off bond
debts for construction of
the civic-cultural center
next to the mall.

Senate Bill 55, in re-
sponse to Proposition 13, al-
lows cities to form special
assessment districts to tax
landowners directly bene-
fitting from a special pro-
ject.

City attorney Jim Mark-
man told the council that
more business would be
generated for the mall by

T 8
= f

Brea To Have Mall

|
|

[its close proximity to the !
_, center. And he said proper- |

! ty’values in the redevelop- |

[ ment area skyrocketed be-

{ cause of the capital im- |

provements made by the
city.

But, Break maintains,
the.mall and civic-cultural
center benefit the entire
community and the burden

+ o pay the debts incurred
should not be placed solely

. on the mall owners.

He said rent at the mall

4 would almost triple when
the assessments are passed

' to the tenants by the own-
ers.

Mall tenants testified

| they would be forced out of

business if higher rents

were passed on to them as a

result of the assessment.

And some complained that

because they do not live in

" Brea, they have no vote in
city politics.

“Levying a tax on mer-
chants who have no vote
spells taxation without re-
presentation,” said Rose

Marie Marr, owner of Tit- |

fany's Bakery. “It appears
to me that the city of Brea
cannot live within' its
means.”
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Marr said she and other another area and produced a
tenants in the Mall had no brochure from Homart

objection to paying for the
site improvements but did
abject to paying for the civic-
cultural center.

She said they believed that
their rents might be tripled
if, as anlicipted, the
ownership of the Mall passed
on its added tax load to the
lenants. ’

The council. after hearing
from protesters and reading
a majority protest from the
owners during a 45-minute
break in-the proceedings.
took unanimous selling up
the district and presumably
selting the stage for legal
activity.

Teslifying on behalf of the
cily were James Markman.
cily attorney: Richard Hill
of Municipal Services. Inc.:
Alfred Gobar, an economic
consultant: and City
Manager Wayne Wedin.

In addition to Marr,
speaking for tenant
protesters were Break and
James Geisz, the latter the
altorney for Nordstrom,

telling about the adjoining
uses as a selling point to
prospeclive clients. Break
requested a postponement of
the hearing because of some
of Wedin's testimony and
figures. He said it was im-
proper to use Senate Bill 55
o generale funds for the
civic and cultural center,
scheduled (o open in Sep-
lember.

Marr, representing mall
tenants, presented a petition
protesting what she said was
““an irresponsible, ill-
conceived proposal Lo lax the
merchants,” and put them
oul of business.

Charles Rosen of Hansel
and Grelel, told of a similar
incident which occurred in
Hawthorne.

Marr said “‘we have yel o
show a profit,” adding “'the
city cannot live within its
means’’ and is resorting lo
this action. She added that
contentions by the city that
the mall benefits from the
civic-cultural center is
“*hogwash.”
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Brea To Have Mall
Ownérs Finance Center

By TRACIE CONE

Register Staff Writer

BREA — Owners of the
Brea Mall will have to pay
an estimated $17.9 million
over the next 25 years to
finance construction of the
city's new civic-cultural
center.

The city council voted
unanimously Tuesday to
form a special assessment
‘district, which encom-
passes the mall redevelop-
ment project area, to fund
the project.

But Robert Break, attor-
ney for the five 1andowners
— Homart Development

Co., Sears, Broadway,
Nordstrom and May Co. —
said Thursday his clients
are considering a suit
against the city. They have
60 days to appeal the deci-
sion in Orange County
Superior Court.

Construction of the mall
was aided by a city rede-
velopment project prior to
passage of Proposition 13.

In exchange for funding
streets, sewers and water
hookups — designed to in-
duce major firms to devel-
op the area — the city ex-
pected to gain increased
property taxes.

But passage of Proposi-
tion 13, which lowered pro-
perty taxes, left the city

short the $17.9 million"

needed to pay off bond
debts for construction of
the civic-cultural center
next to the mall.

Senate Bill 55, in re-
sponse to Proposition 13, al-
lows cities to form special
assessment- districts to tax
landowners directly bene-
fitting from a special pro-
ject

City attorney Jim Mark-
man told the council that
more business would be
generated for the mall by

its close proximity to the
center. And he said proper-
ty values in the redevelop-
ment area skyrocketed be-
cause of the capital im-
provements made by the
city.

But, Break maintains,
the mall and civic-cultural
center benefit the entire
community and the burden
to pay the debts incurred
should not be placed solely
on the mall owners.

He said rent at the mall
would almost triple when
the assessments are passed
to the tenants by the own-
ers.

Mall tenants testified
they would be forced out of
business if higher rents
were passedontothemas a
result of the assessment.
And some complained that
because they do not live in
Brea, they have no vote in
city politics.

“Levying a tax on mer-
chants who have no vote
spells taxation without re-
presentation,” said Rose
Marie Marr, owner of Tif-
fany’s Bakery. “It appears
to me that the city of Brea
cannot live withinits
means.”

TENANTS CONFER - Mike McShane (left) and Rose Marie

i

Marr, temporary co-chairmen of the Brea Mall tenants
committee, met with other tenants fo decide whgn
their next step would be taken and what it would be in
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Restraint of trade?

countering the assessment district established by the

city. The asessment aims at recovering fax increments
from the mall, lost through passage of Prop. 13, the
Jarvis-Gann property tax initiative.
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Mall tenants faisé funds
%’ tobattle city assessment

by Dave Taylor

News-Times Staff Writer

Tenants of Brea Mall were
scheduled to meet next week
with an attorney lo review
options—including pickting
and a recall vote-in seeking
to avoid paying for the Brea
Civic-Cultural Center.

The civic center is located
on the same %0-acre site as
the mall, on four acres sold
to the city by the Mall's
developer. Homart, Inc.. a
wholly owned subsidiary of
Sears Roebuck and Co.

At the first organizational
meeting of the tenants. held
at Denny's Restaurant in
Brea Plaza, Mike McShane

of The Brass Bed was named
chairman of the tenants’'
group. :

He and Rose Marie Marr
of -Tiffany's e
organized the tenants’
meeting which drew bet-
ween 20 and 25 of the 120
tenants in the mall.

Between 15 and 20 tenants
signed a sheel pledging $100
each for an attorney who
would meet with them and
discuss the situation as they
and hesee it.

Allending the
organizational meeting was
Kathy Telfenhart, mall
manager. who said that
Homar! has 60 days—or un!+!

Bakery"

‘mid-July—to respond to
jaction laken by the City of
(Brea May 20 forming the
assessment districl.

. The district was formed
junder State Senate Bill 55,

_which, say city officials,

rallows the city to obtain the
'tax increments or increased
laxes cause by higk
property valuation by the
county assessor. ~
Under Propositon 13. the
Jarvis-Gann property lax

. relief measure, the yard-

stick  for measuring the
assessed  valuation  of
property was reduced from
25 percent of its fair market

o Tirm, ahata hu Naca Tod- -4
eJalieto1 percent. uniess the

property changed hands

['»r the passage of
Prupositoin 13.

The city lost tax revenue it
had planned to use for
construction of the civic-
cultural center, after
passage of Prop 13.

However. tenants of the
Mall are concerned about
Homart. the owner of lhe
cenfer. passing on the in-
creased taxes imposed by
the city to them.

While ‘eontacting an al-
torney. the lenants are
seemingly marking time to
discover what Homart wants
todo

Homart's altorney in-
dicated after the council
session which established
the assessment district that
a *“‘validation’” suit might be
instituted.

The aim of the suit would
be to determine if Senate Bill
55 can be. used legally to
recover the ‘“frozen™ in-
creases in. assessed
valuation of mall property
with which to [inance the
$17.8 million. [five-level,
250.000 square foot civic and
cultural center

THRE ™MALEK
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City officials said the lax
rale dropped [rom $9.50 per
$100 of assessed valuation lo
between$4and$s.

None of the property tax
on the mall goes to the eity, it
goes to the center.

During the course of the
first meeting of tenants—
another may be held the
week of June 8. McShane
said he suspects that the city

“could be sued for restraint of

trade. since ftenant rents
could go up pessibly 30 to 40
percent. making mall
tenants’ noncompetitive in
the marketplace.

He said that in 1978. with
two of the four anchor stores
in the mall. leaving out
Broadway and Nordstrom.
which - opened later. 46.6
percent of retail sales in
Brea were transacted in the
mall, Net sales were
eslimated at $100 million. of
which 1 percent was S§I
million. - —

McShane contended that if
taxes amounted to $15.000 on
a business. and the net profit
was 5 percent. the owners
would have Lo  generate
$150.000 in sales to pay their
taxes. or 25 percent of the
total business for the year

One speaker at_ (he
tenants’ meeling spoke of a
turndown by citizens of a
civic center. What he
referred to was an advisory
straw poll in 1971, prior lo
the split of redevelopment
areas .into two.  and
elimination of an area south
of Birch and west of Ran-
dolph where a civic center
was proposed.

With rare exceplions. the
Horan residence being one.
helween the ecivie-cultural
center and post office. the
property where the mall and
civic center were buill was
uninhabited.
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LEGAL NOTICE

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
POR THE COUNTY OF ORANGE

'
HOMART DEVELOPMENT CO.a
corporation; SEARS ROEBUCK
AND CO., a corporation; CARTER
HAWLEY HALE STORES, INC .a
corporation; THE MAY
DEPARTMENT STORES
COMPANY. a corporation;
NORDSTROM REALTY, INC.. a
corporalion,

Plaintiffs,
vs.

ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN
THE MATTER OF THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF A SPECIAL
ASSESSMENT AREA WITHIN THE
CITY OF BREA AND THE
LEVYING OF ASSESSMENTS, AS
ADOPTED BY RESOLUTION NO.
80-58 BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF BREA ON MAY 20,
1980, AND THE VALIDITY OF ALL
PROCEEDINGS IN ANY WAY
CONNECTED WITH THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT AREA
AND THE LEVYING OF
ASSESSMENTS: CITY OF BREA.
BREA DEVELOPMENT AGENCY;
DONALD L. FOX: MELVIN J. LE
BARON. SAL F. GAMBINA:
NORMA D. HICKS: RON ISLES.

Defendants.

NOTICE! You have been susd. The court

)
)
I
1
)
]
)
]
’
1
|
1
1
)
1
]
'
¥
)
)
1
]
]
[
)
)
)
'
!
)
)
)
)
)
I

Ne. 33.83.74

SUMMONS ON COMPLAINT IN
VALIDATION ACTION; FOR
DECLARATORY RELIEF;
TAXPAYERS' ACTION FOR
INJUNCTIVE RELIEF

may decids agaimt you witheut yeur baing

heard Unless you respend by Auvgust 18, 1980. Recd the information below,

AVISO! Usted ha side demandede. B mi

menes que Ud. antes de 18 o

bunal pusde decidir contra Ud. sin audiencia a
uguite, 1980. Lea la infermacion que sigue,

TOALL [’ERSONS INTERESTED IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTAB- J

AREA AND THE LEVYING OF ASSESSMENTS and 1o the other named

defendants:

Acivilcomplaint has been filed by

ofanassessment area within the Cit
set forth in Lhe litle hereof.

All persons interested in the matte,

the plaintiffs to determine the vahdity

yof Brea and the levying ol assessmentsas

r and the other named defendants, or

any of them, who wish to defend this lawsuit or wish to contest the validity of
his matter must appear and answer the complaint no later than August 18, 1980
'y filing a pleading in response to the complaint.

YOU MAY SEEK THE ADVICE OF AN ATTORNEY IN ANY MATTER
ONNECTED WITH THE COMPLAINT OR THIS SUMMONS. SUCH AT-
ORNEY SHOULD BE CONSULTED PROMPTLY SO THAT YOUR PLEAD-
G MAY BE FILED OR ENTERED WITHIN THE TIME REQUIRED BY

HIS SUMMONS.

Unless defendants City of Brea, Brea Redevelopment Agency, DonaldL. ;.
ox, Melvin J. Le Baron, Sal F, Gambina, Norma D. Hicks, and Ron Isles so
spond, their default will be entered upon application by the plaintiffs, andthe '
aintiffs may apply to the court for the relief demanded in the complaint,
hich could result in garnishment of wages, taking of money or property, or

her relief.
ated: July 18, 1980,
‘EAL)

By: LEE A. BRANCH
Clerk
MARILYNN PERRIN

THAM & WATKINS

wwph A. Wheeleck Jr.

bert K. Break

vid F. Punal

3 Newport Center Drive

wpen Beach, Califernie 926460
4) 752-9100

emey for Maintiff

blish: Daily Star-Progress, July 24, 3, Aug. 5, 1980,

Deputy

3070-80.

——
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Brea Mall Owners Fight
Civic Cegrgter Assessment

By TRACIE CONE

Register Staff Write
BREA — An attorney for
the owners of the Brea Mall
said the city acted illegally
by imposing an assessment
district on the mall to fi-
nance a new civic-cultural
cenler.

David Pursel also said a
suit filed recently on behalf
of his clients takes the posi-
tion that Senate Bill 55,
which authorizes special
assessments by cities on
properties that benefit
from a particular service,

«:i Is unconstitutional.

In May, the city council

- approved a $17.8 million as-

sessment on mall owners

. over a 20-year period to bail
| out the financially-troubled

civie facility. The mall is
owned by Homart Devel-
opment Co., the Broadway,
Sears, May.Co. and Nord-
strom's.

The facility adjoins mall

property and city officials
't said the mall will benefit

directly from its proximity.
In the suit filed in Orange
County Superior Court,
Pursel argues that the en-
tire city, not just the mall,
benefits from the center.
‘“The civic-cultural cen-

ter is not a facility that
creates a benefit for one

particular small area, as
the city contends,” Pursel
said. “'It serves the entire
community and therefore

should be financed by the
entire community."”

And Pursel argued that
the city's contention that
$5.2 million in capital im-
provements to the area sur-
rounding the mall also jus-
tifies the assessment is not
valid.

‘“The capital im-
provements already have
been paid for by my
clients,”’ he said. ‘‘The
plaintiffs gave land to the
city — including the land
that the civic-cultural cen-
ter is being built on -- in
return for the promise that
the improvements would be
made at no cost.”

Pursel also argued that
under SB 55, redevelop-
ment agencies can levy as-
sessments only when their
debts push them near de-
fault. He said the Brea re-
development agency did
not face that problem.

Pursel said that he hopes
to prove SB 55 unconstitu-
tional because it is inconsis-
tent. with Proposition 13.

“Prop. 13 sets limits on
taxes that can be levied on
real property,” Pursel

said. “‘SB 55 short-circuits ;

Prop. 13 and relevies the
taxes that were removed by
the proposition.”

The cities of Hawthorne
and Corona currently face
lawsuits disputing the con-
stitutionality of the bill.

Mall merchants, who

said they will be forced to
absorb the assessment
through the higher rents al-
so have filed suit against
the city. Attorney Marcus
Merchison said his clients’
suit also contends the as-
sessment should not apply
only to the mall area, but to
the entire city.

City attorney Jim Mark-
man said the arguments
presented in the suits are
the same ones the city
council rejected when it
made the decision to assess
the mall owners.

Markman added that
Homart reaped big profits
from land sales as a result
of the capital im-
provements.

“‘Homart bought the land
for about $30,000 an acre
from Union Oil Co.,"
Markman said. “‘After the
city installed new water
lines, aligned the streets
and made other im-
provements, Homart sold
the land they didn't need
for the mall for up to 20
times what they had paid
for it.”




~ -$1.2 million civic center tax
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“ agency by Homart and  which had been sét Wedin said that if the

- saying the suit should

" the property tax
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Tene_ nt suit certain

the
the

matter of the legal

that
status of SB 55 can be

optimistic

redevelopment
agency and the major
mall tenants.

headed for courtroom showdown

im-

provements such as

which city,

2 by Dave Taylor protect its interests.” - redevelopment agency
News-Times  Staff Wedin  ¢éxplained through a note which
Writer also, in response to will be returned when

Both the City of Brea  questions, that the $1.2 the redevelopment
and Homart million payment from agency receives funds,
Development Co., the 1980%1 budgel for providing the court
officials agreed the civic and cultural decides that recovery
Monday thatitappears center was coming through assessments
cerlain a suit will be from ‘“‘an "ac- for ‘the civic and
filed against the city cumulation of money, cultural center funds is
and redevelopment a reserve if you wiil,” legal. awel

for

in another settled between

area

joinit.

civic-cultural
Wedin said he is still

financing
project

the

in-

r

&

provide

the major tenants of aside from the 197879 method is not legally | i
the Brea Mall to test and1979-80budgets/”  validated, the city "
the .validity of the The city will provide would then drop to a ' o
assessment . district payment ' to Ihe (Continued on page 7)

formed by the city. i A :

The suit is expected
to be filed in Orange
County Superior Court
on or before this
weekend.

A letter from the -
manager of the Brea
Mall, Kathy
Tiefeenhart, has been
sent ‘to a mall tenant

legislature

redevelopment
to

is a bill going through
crement funds from center
agency project can be does not

the state
under which tax

used

level of’
the ($1.7
civic-cultural

termed one
age-

center, through what-

be -expected on .or
before Sunday, July 20.

Meanwhile, City
Manager Wayne
Wedin said that while
he is optimistic that
the case will be settled
in Brea’s favor and the
assessment district
will recover funds lost
from Proposition 13,

“redevelopment
ncy resources." There

million

second
financing
he

lawsuit
(Continued from page 1)

Tenarit

reduction measure.
Wedin said he fully
expects the suit to be
filed. He added that,
“It is only right that

Homart would want to

R
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ﬁ:@ of Brea, Mall Plan
Q:ﬁ Of Court Settlement

By Tony Saavedra
DSP Staff Writer

BREA — City and Brea Mall
negotiators have agreed to settle
legal differences over a $17.8
million local tax assessment
levied against the mall two years
ago.

The move, announced during
Tuesday’s City Council meeting,
signals a clear road for the prop-
osed $35 million construction of a
major luxury hotel between the
mall and the city’s civic center.

Brea planners have charac-
terized the mall site as the per-
fect spot for the envisioned 14 -
story, 300 - room complex.

However, before city and mall
planners can move ahead on the
hotel idea, separate lawsuits
filed by the mall and its mer-
chants protesting the assess-
ment must be settled.

After roughly four months
of informal negotiations, Mayor
Ron Isles said the litigants will
ask the court to put the case on
the back burner for 120 days, al-
lowing for an out - of - court set-
tlement.

Ironically, the mall filed suit in
July 1980 and has been awaiting
judgment for nearly two years.

Isles was optimistic Tuesday
about reaching a formal agree-
ment with the four department
stores, 41 specialty stores and the
Homart Development Co., which
operates the mall.

‘“We're close to crossing the
T’s and dotting all the I's,” said
the mayor.

The controversy centers
around the 20 - year assessment
charged by the City Council in
May 1980 after Proposition 13 re-
duced the property tax incre-
ments paid to the city by the
mall.

Those taxes were intended to
finance the $14 million Brea Civic
- Cultural Center, which had run
into financially deep water.

To cover the debt, city policy -
makers enacted Senate Bill 55,
which authorized special as-
sessments by cities on properties
that benefit from a particular
service.

In this case, the city said mall
owners would profit from the
proximity of the civie center.

The litigants’ recent ‘‘agree-
ment to agree’’ hinged on a coun-
cil decision Tuesday not to col-
lect the mall’s assessment this
year, conceded City Manager
Wayne Wedin.

By merging two redevelop-
ment areas within Brea, the ci-
ty’s redevelopment agency was
able to cover the cost of the civic-
center. Thus, the mall was let off
the hook after paying its first $1.2
million installment on the as-
sessment.

Last fall, the redevelopment
area containing the mall and the
center was combined with

another Brea redevelopment
section consisting of east and
western industrial areas.

Wedin said there was enough
tax increments generated in the
industrial areas to cover the
shortfall in the civic - center
area.

\

However, he warned that the
‘merger was both a safeguard
‘and a sign of good faith. The
council could split the areas and

| assess the mall at any time.

“If we’re going to litigate this
assessment it would behoove us

to have a security posi-
tion and cover our
bets,’’ said Wedin, exp-
laining the merger.

‘‘Besides, the fact
that we didn’t make an
assessment this year
shows our intent to try
and solve the problem.””

Mall owners have
steadily argued that the
assessment short - cir-
cuits Proposition 13 and
is therefore unconstitu-
tional.

However, Jim
McAdam, Homart de-
velopment director, ag-
reed that it was time to
extendthe olive branch.

in a city - released press

“The welfare of the
Brea Mall and the
community is interre-
lated and it’s our belief
the optimal approach
for neighbors is to re-
solve differences
through  discussion
rather than legal
means,”’ said McAdam,

announcement.

Isles said the
perimeters for a formal
agreement on the law-
suits have been set, but

he hesitated to release’

any details.
Nevertheless, Isles
said Pacific Architects
and Engineers, the ci-
ty’s prime candidate to
develop the hotel, would
probably make a pre-

sentation to the council

shortly.
And the mayor admit-
“ted this was an optimis-
tic indication of things
to come.

may &,17%a



Robinson’s outlet
OK’d for Brea Mall

By Mark Berg
DSP Stafl Writer

BREA — It seemed there
wasn't a shadow of a doubt that
the addition of a Robinson’s
department store to Brea Mall
would be approved by the Plan-
ning Commission Tuesday night,
but an architectural feature at
the top of the proposed structure
roughed up the otherwise
smooth

made more obvious. And while
the bands caused a rut in staff’s
blanket recommendation for ap-
proval of the plans, commission-
ers voted approval for the sha-
dow highlights after hearing
arguments from the project
architect.

“We have a very subtle arch
element around the building,”
said K. N. Hayakawa, president
of the project architectural firm.
“The intent is to create a soft
shadow line. By changing that

you totally change the (desired

effect).”

MORE MALL PLANS — An artist's rendering shows the Robinson's the Brea Planning Commissior
approved for addition to the north end of Brea Mall. The store is expected to be ready by next summer.
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Brea Mall unveils )
part of new look

Major renovation shows countywide trend

By Jennifer Lowe
The Orange County Register

Margie Bursiaga strolled the
bright new wing of Brea Mall, siz-
ing up its recently opened stores
like a veteran shopper.

“I can’t believe how big the
mall has gotten,” said Bursiaga,
a La Habra homemaker who
shops at the mall three times a
week. “I like it way better than
MainPlace and South Coast Pla-
za."
The 13-year-old Brea Mall,
owned by Corporate Property In-
vestors, is the latest of Orange
County's malls to unveil part of
its ongoing renovation, costing
$120 million.

Within the last few months, 17
stores have opened in Brea Mall’s
new 95,000-square-foot expansion
wing, which will house 45 stores
by late fall. The wing brings the
mall's total leasable space to 1.24
million square feet, and is an-
chored by a Nordstrom store that
nearly doubled in size when it re-
built and reopened last year. At
the other end will be a Robinson's
store, opening in the summer of
1991.

s ’ 5

Orange County’s 12 regionai
malls have been on a cosmetic
spending spree. As costs to build
new malls soar and space be-
comes precious, almost every
mall in the county has turned to a
makeover to update, become ups-
cale and remain competitive.

Last fall, Newport Center
Fashion Island finished a five-
vear, S$115 million makeover;
Westminster Mall celebrated the
end of its .two-year, $10 million
face lift at the end of last year;
Huntington Center in Huntington
Beach is in the middle of a five-
year, $15 million renovation: and
The City Shopping Center in Or-
ange is completing a $1 million
touch-up job.

MainPlace/Santa Ana plans to
add a May Co. department store
and 20 smaller stores, while La-
guna Hills Mall and Buena Park
Mall both are scheduling major
overhauls.

A number of the new stores at
Brea Mall are decidedly upscale
— the same names shoppers

P

might find at South Coast Plaza.
Among them: Ann Taylor, Eddie
Bauer, Godiva Chocolatier, The
Nature Company and Talbots.

“When you look at our custom-
er, we have to go more upscale,”
said James Charter, the mall's
general manager. Mall market-
ing surveys show the average
household income of Brea Mall
shoppers is $56,000, he said.

“And there’s a lot of building
going on here,” Charter said. “'In
the next five years, you'll see a
very different Brea."”

Brea Mall ranked second in an-
nual sales at malls throughout the
county in 1988 (the most recent
year for which figures were avail-
able), posting $188 million. The
leader was South Coast Plaza in
Costa Mesa, with $624 million.
Westminster Mall was third at
$182 million. By the end of its ren-
ovation, Brea Mall projects
reaching annual sales as high as
$300 million.

Charter said the mall's new
look gives it a definite toehold
among the competition, but not
just in Orange County. The cen-
ter, just a few miles inside the
Orange County line, hopes to si-
phon customers away from malls
in Los Angeles, Riverside and
San Bernardino counties, he said.
The mall's owner is also talking
of luring a sixth anchor store,

Clay Miller/The Orange County Register

This fountain is part of the $120 million Brea Mall renovation.




Construction is continuing on the exterior of Brea Mall as part of the shopping center’s makeover.

e FArE
New stores at Brea Mall
Most of Brea Mall's new stores began opening in April, and the final

stores are expected to be finished this summer and early fall. Robin-
son’s will complete phase two of the renovation when it opens in the

rea Mall, just a few

miles inside the
Orange County line,
hopes to siphon

customers away from
malls in Los Angeles,
Riverside and San

Bernardino counties.

Court recently expanded. -

Brea Mall began renovating in
1987 by preparing a spot for the
new Nordstrom store, which
moved from what is now the center
of the new wing to its present loca-
tion.

In 1988, two parking decks were
constructed, and the dated interior
— earth tones, red floor tile and
ficus trees — was replaced with a
look featuring Italian marble floor-
ing, new carpet and palm trees.

Recent additions include two

fountains designed by European
artists, each of which cost more

than $100,000.

summer of 1991.

SPECIALTY

B The Bombay Company
B Brentano’s
B Carl’s Jr.
B Copeland’s Sports
B Creative Gifts*
B Forty Love Tennis Shoppe*
M Godiva Chocolatier
B The Icing”
M Le Diplomate Cafe*
B Martin Lawrence Galleries
B The Nature Company
B Optiks
B Rooten’s Luggage
B Teriyaki Palace
W Wiliams-Sonoma*

JEWELRY/ACCESORIES

B Bailey Banks & Biddle
B Ben Bridge Jewelers

=

B Etcetera £
CLOTHING

H Ames

B Ann Taylor

B Cache

B Charlotte Russe

M ClothesTime

B Eddie Bauer

B Everything But Water
B Jacques Vert

B Koala Blue*

B Mixit*

B 9 West

B A Pea in the Pod

B Sweats and Surf

B Sweats and Surf Kids
B Talbots*

B The Pendleton Shop*
B Westminster Lace

*Opening soon; Source: Brea Mall



Mall redesign called relatively painless

Reports say
Brea center
will fill shortly

By Dina Heredia
The Orange County Register

BREA — When it came to shift-
ing retail stores around the Brea
Mall during a 3-year-old renova-
tion, General Manager D. James
Charter dealt much like a poker
player shuffling a card deck.

The mall, at Imperial Highway
and State College Boulevard,
bought out or did not renew leases
for about 12 stores, such as Fashion
Conspiracy, House of Fabrics and
Morrow's Nut House. About 15
stores agreed to remodel or move
within the mall, such as Wilsons
House of Suede, Brea Gallery and
Bailey, Banks & Biddle Jewelers
(formerly Slavick’s).

Charter and Corporate Property
Investors, the mall's owner, also
recruited stores such as Ann Tay-
lor, Charlotte Russe and Godiva
Chocolatier, which target upscale
customers.

“During the transition, we had
people moving into temporary
space, including the food court, un-
til their new locations were
ready,” Charter said.

The mall’s vacancy rate reached
5 percent, but Charter estimated it
will almost be fully leased once
tenants are settled.

The mall recently unveiled a 45-
store section on the former Nord-
strom site. Nordstrom opened a
180,000-square-foot building next to
the section, which added 95,000

mey 39,7/%
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Fix-up brought
no sales change

The Orange County Register

BREA — The management
of Brea Mall is overseeing a
$120 million face lift without
the major loss of tenants or
sales some county malls
have experienced, analysts
say.

Westminster Mall, whose
sales dropped from $192 mil-
lion in 1985 to $182 million in
1988, bought out or did not
renew leases of at least 17
tenants as part of a face lift
last year.

MainPlace in Santa Ana,
built on the former site of
Santa Ana Fashion Square,
brought in new stores to the
nearly deserted area, includ-
ing anchors Nordstrom and
Robinson’s, when it opened
in 1987. Sales jumped from
$82 million while under con-
struction in 1986 to $181 mil-
lion in 1988.

Brea Mall has the second-
highest sales-to-square-foot-
age ratio in the county — $195
in 1988 vs. South Coast Pla-
za's $225, said Al Gobar, a
Brea analyst and economist.
Brea Mall's sales were $188
million in 1987, when the pro-
ject began, and in 1988.

square feet to the mall. Square
footage jumped from 900,000 to 1.2
million, including Nordstrom and
May Co. additions.

““We think the renovation looks
great,”’ said Melanie Scotka, man-

ager of Wilsons House of Suede.
“The stores coming in are upper-
class and are a plus for the mall."

Wilsons is hoping to move to a

permanent, 2,000-square-foot loca-
tion next week after a two-month
wait for construction to be com-
pleted, Scotka said. She said a

Elaine Isaacson/The Orange County Register
Brian Durham of The Fineline Group works on a barricade at the Brea Mall. The false front is up while construction work is being done.

move to a smaller, temporary site
has hurt sales a bit, but that she
expects sales to pick up after the
move.

Wilsons needed a larger stock
area, and the mall was going to
realign the area where the shop
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once was, she said. The store is
adding marble and mahagony
wood interior decoration.

Rol_)ena Nelsen, manager of Na-
turalizer West, said her store
moved three times before settling
near Sears on the first floor. 1

The remodeling *‘has been a
gradual thing, but not a lot of peo-
ple have left,"” she said. -

However, Nelsen said she
missed food-court businesses that-
left — the food court was one of the'
first areas to be rebuilt. =

Losses included a May Co. res-
taurant that closed because of the
store's renovation. .

But she said the remodeling has,
been worth it.

““We got tired of the dust, but in
the end, we were better off for it,”
said Nelsen, a Fullerton resident.

*I used to go to South Coast Pla-
za when I went shopping for my-
self, but now there is no reason to
go anywhere else. There are things
here, so I don’t have to drive.”

MALL: Brea
" center reviving

While Brea Mall had the right
touch for acquiring so-called up-
scale tenants, a neighboring shop-
ping center, Brea Marketplace,
initially had difficulty.

In January, its owner, Lowe De-
velopment Corp. of Brea, changed
plans for the 345,000-square-foot
center by planning to build retail
space rather than office space in a
second phase. It recruited Mar-
shalls, Circuit City, Kids R Us anﬁ
Toys R Us. e

Lowe alsois building a retail sec-
tion, Embassy Court, as part of its-
Embassy Suites hotel project.
Watt Development Co. has won de"
velopment rights for a shopping
center in the downtown redevelop-
ment area.

It is not fair to compare the Mar-
ketplace and other retail projects
to Brea Mall because they target
differents types of tenants, said
Wayne Wedin, a Brea councilman
who acted as a mall consultant
while expansion plans were under
council review. .
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Parking structure features unusual surveillance

If you have ever walked by the parking  homage to the popular American P
structure east of Nordstrom at the Brea pastime of shopping with a European

mall and had the unsettiing feeling of twist. They're called gargoyles. They're
being watched, you may beright. No, it's  funny, they're goofy and they just may
not a hallucination— because at the watching you. S
parking structure’s top level is an e
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Brea Highlander

Stroll through mall takes him back to England

For most, this is the memory-
provoking time of year, and a stroll
around the Brea Mall at Christmas is
likely to waft one back to Yuletides
past. For me, it was a return to the age
of innocence, to pea-souper fogs,
snow-covered tenements and groups
of hardy neighbors caroling in the
freezing night air.

The first mall store I checked out
was the Wine Shoppe, and right there
I recalled the ginger wine my parents
let me sip Christmas morning — the
only time Mum and Dad allowed al-
cohol in that London row house of
ours. How that wine burned my
throat, but the accompanying aura of
sophistication made it all worth-
while.

Radio Shack’s impressive stock of
the very latest in electronic equip-
ment sent me back to boyhood days
and our old Cossor wireless, powered
by a wet battery that we had to take to
Jones’ shop to be. recharged. It had

better be functioning after dinnerat3 .

p.m. Christmas afternoon because
we, along with the rest of the nation,
sat back and listened to King George
VI's traditional broadcast, made in
that painfully-halting voice.
Morrow’s Nut House — we never
saw nuts out of their shells and
would've avoided them even if we had
because half the fun was shelling the
things. Alongside the open fireplace,
in the kitchén which was the room we
live in, was a long fork on which we

&

impaled chestnuts for roasting on
Christmas night.

The Toy Box displays the newest in
playthings as well as old favorites
like Monopoly and the ubiquitous
teddy bear. I stood there
meomentarily enveloped in child-
hood Christmases and ineffable joy
and thrill of waking in the small,
frigid hours and seeing my presents
in the dim light all piled at the foot of
my bed. In England, the gifts aren’t
placed under the tree by Father
Christmas (never Santa Claus) but at
one’s bedside. Only when I reached
the age of comprehension did I
realize what Mum and Dad had had to
go without to buy me all those
treasures.

The mall’s two bookstores, B.
Dalton and Waldenbooks have quite
overwhelming inventories to please
very taste. Whatever became, I asked
myself, of that set of Dickens, red-
bound and handsomely gilt-lettered,

ithat Mum and Dad gave me for my

11th Christmas? How I gloried in “A
Christmas Carol” each Yuletide after
and how I rejoiced when miserly old
Ebenezer Scrooge got his
comeuppance. “Bah! Humbug,” in-
deed!

The Tobacco Locker’s very name
transported me to that Christmas
when by brother Denis turned green
after smoking his first cigar. And,
those ads for Craven A cigarettes that
audaciously claimed that cigarettes

were good for the throat: “For your
throat’s sake, smoke Craven A.”
Tiffany’s Bakery and memories of
Mum’s Christmas cake, oozing with
fruit, marzipan and icing. Oh, yes, and
those unforgettable sausage rolls.
Let’s say it once and for all, “you
simply can’t get comparable sausages
in this otherwise enlightened land.”

Enticing aromas emanate from the
mall's numerous and well-patonized
eating establishments. The fragrance
of frying bacon is a cinch to time-
capsule me to Christmases when, as a
London butcher’s boy, I delivered
Christmas chickens (our working-
class customers couldn’t affort tur-
keys) on a cumbersome black bicycle
with a front carrier. My boss’ wife,
bless her well-meaning heart, would
fortify me against the rigors of a bitter
winter with thick slices of bread fried
in deep bacon fat — very deep and
very fat.

Woodlawn has a fine selection and
variety of unique gifts including some
eye-catching ceramic dogs. No
jewelry, though, unlike the London
shop where I spent my last three-
shillings-and-sixpence on a necklace
for Mum, only to learn she already
owned one of the same. I wept when
they refused to exchange it in those

days before customer satisfaction’
.was as finely honed as it is today. That

relatively minor incident remains
one of my bitterest recollections.
The mall’s Santa Claus village is
the most pleasing that veteran
“mallers” have encountered; and that
snow looks real! How comforting, in
this age of cynicism — of indifference
— to see children on Santa’s knee be-
ing photographed by doting parents.
Those youngsters have yet to reach

Brea beat

By Leslie Stuart Carter

the age of “clausability,” the point
when we stop believing in Santa
Claus.

Back at Christmas, 1897, 8-year-old
Virginia 0’Hanlon pondered about
Santa and wrote her local newspaper,
the New York Sun, “Please tell me the
truth, is there a Santa Claus?”

Sun reporter Francis P. Church’s
reply is one of the newspaper world’s
enduring editorials.

Church wrote in part:

...Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus.
He exists as certainly as love and
generosity and devotion exist, and you
know that they abound and give your life
its highest beauty and joy. Alas! How

would be the world if there was no
Santa Claus. As dreary as if there were no
Virginias.

No Santa Claus? Thank God! He lives
and lives forever. A thousand years from
now, Virginia, nay, ten times 10,000 years
from now, he will continue.to make glad
the hearts of childhood.

Brea Beat is a regular feature of the
Brea Highlander. Leslie Stuart Carter is
a 22-year resident of Brea, a member of
the Brea Historical Society and a native
of London, England. He has written
freelance articles for a variety of news-
papers and magazines, most recently his
work has appeared in the October issue
of “Pennsylvania Magazine,” and a
story is scheduled to appear in “Los
Angeles Magazine” within the next two
months. Comments and suggestions for
future columns are welcomed. Write or
hand deliver to 1227 E. Yorba Linda
Blud., Placentia 92670,
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‘Big mall
project

gets OK

Brea center area
to increase by 1991

By Robert Frank
The Register

BREA — The City Council unani-
mously approved plans Tuesday
for a $120 million project that will
increase Brea Mall’s area by 60
percent.

Council approval was needed be-
fore construction could begin, al-
though the mall owner already has

. begun preparing for the expansion
by tearing down an ice-skating
rink and removing part of the park-
ing lot. "

The three-year, two-phase proj-
ect would add two department
stores — a 180,000-square-foot Rob-
inson’s and another major depart-
ment store yet to be revealed —
and 75 smaller shops to the mall.

Brea Mall already has four de-
partment stores and 136 smaller
shops. The expansion will increase
the size of the mall from 990,000
square feet to 1.5 million square
feet.

The council also approved vari-
ances to city zoning codes that
would allow restaurants inside the
mall to serve alcoholic beverages.

In other action Tuesday night,
the Brea City Council:

B Increased the amount of
mileage reimbursement for em-
ployees who drive personal cars
for city business from 21 cents a
mile to 22%: cents. The move is ex-
pected to increase the city’'s cost
for mileage reimbursement from
$4,200 a year to $4,500, city officials

_ said.

B Accepted a bid of $380,000
from Fischbeck Construction Inc,
for construction of an additional
classroom at the Brea Senior Cen-
ter.

B Raised the amount the city
pays the five planning commis-
sioners from $50 a meeting to $60.
The Planning Commission regular-
ly meets twice a month, with addi-
tional meetings calledkps neces-
sary.




Jack E. Hancock/Brea Progress
Brea Mall manager Dennis DeNaut, who has accepted a position as general manager of a mallin Santa Rosa, is
shown on his last day of work in Brea.

Brea Mall manager
Donni Doflautleaves {1y b e cormmt it sune
to take a similar post 4 L

' . : DENNIS DENAUT
in Northem Caj[forma Departing Brea Mall manager, on assuming
his new posl in Santa Rosa
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Stores expand; mall officials se

Macy’s, Robinsons-May push out, Oshman’s
calls it quits while Laura Ashley moves in

By Danielle Benson
Brea Progress

Laura Ashley is moving in and
two big guns at the Brea Mall are
branching out.

Macy’s and Robinsons-May
are the latest anchor stores to
expand.

“Macy’s is adding 30,000
square-feet in three levels. Rob-
insons-May is adding 20,000
square-feet in two levels. But the
creme-de-la-creme is that Laura
Ashley is building a brand new
store that is 10,000 square-feet,”
Retail Operations Manager Den-
nis DeNaut said, noting this will
be the biggest Laura Ashley in
Orange County. ““Macy’s had the
right to expand and Robinsons is
on this big expansion program in
all their stores. Their business is
strong and they are hoping to
strengthen it even more.”

Extreme-T, Enzo Shoes, The
Icing Accessories and Deck the
Walls Art Gallery also will call
the Brea Mall home by the end of
the year.

Mall retailers applied for more
than 38 building permits from
Brea's planning department for
construction projects from Janu-
ary through Aug. 1996. Permits
range from fire sprinklers to
wall signs to the $2.1 million
Macy’s expansion. Robinsons-
May is spending more than $1.5

million. Laura Ashley, which is
moving in to the Oshman's Sport-
ing Goods space, pulled permits
for nearly $300,000 worth of work,
while other tenants plan to im-
prove the visual quality of their
stores.

“We have national retailers
and a certain sophistication and
history,” DeNaut said. ‘“‘Local
owners recognize the need to
keep a fresh new look in their
stores.”

The Brea Mall is ranked sec-
ond in the county, next to South
Coast Plaza in Costa Mesa with
regard to size and sales. South
Coast Plaza, the largest mall in
California, takes up roughly 3
million square-feet and pulled in
about $800 million in sales in 1995.
The Brea Mall — 24,000 shoppers
on weekends and 6,000-8,000 a
day during the week — sprawls
for 1.2 million square-feet, with
more than $330 million in 1995
sales. Sales are up more than 10
percent this year, DeNaut said,
noting that construction has not
deterred shoppers.

“The economy is good in Or-
ange County and people are
showing confidence in our area,”’
DeNaut said, adding that shop-
pers don’t mind driving the extra
mile for the newer stores.

Mall managers always consid-

Scatfolding surrounds Robinsons-May, one of five
more than 38 building permits from the city’

w:E. Bird/Brea Progress

anchor stores at the Brea Mall. Mall retailers applied for
s planning department for construction projects from January

through Aug. 1996. Robinsons-May Is spending more than $1.5 million to expand.

€r expansion opportunities that
will support the community’s
needs and the desires of loyal
shoppers, DeNaut added.

““We have the right to bring ina
sixth anchor, but with the depart-
ment :store mergers it has be-
come difficult,” he said, noting
that Dillards, Liberty House,
Saks Fifth Avenue and Bloom-

ingdales are still options.

Hf a new anchor comes in, the
store would probably jutt out be-
tween Sears and Macy’s, DeNaut
said. When more space becomes
available, Crate & Barrel is also
on the invite list, he said.

The seven construction pro-
jects on the books are enough to

contend with. DeNaut said most

projects should be finished by
Novemeber when the holiday
shopping season begins — 20,000
shoppers a day, all fighting for a
chance for one of the mall’s 6,000
parking spaces.

““‘Our shoppers want something
that is clean, bright, safe and
mnﬂw.: he said. “‘We try to provide
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