Golden Jubilee recalled

When the Brea time capsule
was opened Feb. 23 and out
came all these objects, papers
and news articles from the 1967
Golden Jubilee, I realized just
how little I
knew about

————— e
that A WALK
celebrarion
of 25 years lN TlME
ago.

Even By Brian Saul
though there .
are still plenty of people living
in the city who were here in '67
and remember that Jubilee,
there are even more of us
“newcomers” who know little
or nothing about what went on
back then. That's why I thought
it might be kind of fun in this
year of celebrating our 75th to
go back in time and take a look

| at what Brea did on its 50th.

First of all, the Golden
Jubilee was not the first time
our city had observed one of its
anniversaries. Over the years
since our incorporation in 1917,
several special events had
taken place, but most of these
were just dinners where old-
timers would recall Brea's
early days.

1967, though, was going to be
different. Brea was 50 years
old, and that deserves a major
celebration. Both big and small
events were planned, but
unlike our current year-long
Jubilee, all these events would
occur over a period of nine
days, July 8 through 16.

For the kick-off, or should I
say tee-off, a Jubilee Golf
Tourney was held at the Brea
{Golf Course. That evening, a
costume ball took place in the
\rear parking lot of Guardian
|Chevrolet, at 800 S. Brea Blvd.
Don’t recall a car dealership at
Ethat location? It’s no wonder.
'The plage was torn down years
|ago to make way for the Town
‘and Country apartment
‘complex.

The following evening,
Sunday, a religious service was
held on the football field of the
old high school. The guest
speaker was senior U.S. Naval
Chaplain Ronald Faulk, who
'spoke on the dilemmas facing

ithe United States in the
Vietnam War.

Tuesday saw the premiere of
the 90-minute Brea Pageant
entitled “The Brea Story.”
Consisting of a cast of 325
Breans of all ages, the
historical spectacular also took
place at the high school, on a
giant outdoor stage with a huge
backdrop.

“We had a heck of a time
getting the telephone poles
we’d sunk into the ground to
hold up that background,”
recalled LaVeta Daetweiler,

|chairwoman for the pageant.
| . She also remembered the
thired director of the pageant
L was very temperamental.

“He drove me nuts!” she said.

“For some reason, every time
he needed something he’d yell

i ‘LaVeta! from across the
| stage.”

Captured in time:

Staff photo by Michasl Lore
-Cary, queen of Brea's Golden Jubi

Heeney:
lee, looks at a scroll signed by Beckman Instruments employees and pu
in the Brea time capsule during her reign in 1967.

One of the highlights of that
evening was the crowning of
Miss Jubilee, Brea housewife
Beverly Heeney Cary. Mayor
Robert Clark presented her
with a trip to Hawaii and
praised her for selling the most
tickets to the pageant.

“I put everything I had into
selling them,” Beverly said
recently.

“That week of the Golden
Jubilee was one of the best
times of my life.”

Among other events that
week were a “small fry
parade,” with awards given to
the most novel pet and best-
decorated wagon or bicycle, an
old-fashioned bake contest, a
beard-growing contest, a
parade and a carnival and
community barbecue at
Arovista Park.

At the Old Settlers Picnic
Friday, July 14, Brea pioneer
Lena Kinsler was honored as
the oldest woman of continuous
residence. Arriving in the area
in 1906, she and her husband
Charles built in 1911 what she
said was the first house in
Brea, at 135 S. Orange Ave.

As with every celebration,
there has to be an end. This
end, though, brings me back to
the beginning of this article
because Sunday, July 16, the
last event of the week-long fest
was the Time Capsule
Ceremony in City Hall Park.

While a prayer was said and
a trumpet call sounded, the
aluminum time capsule was
slowly lowered into the ground.
Inside, as I recently found out,
were mainly momentos of the
Golden Jubilee, including a

nine-foot scroll with signatures
and messages to the Breans of
1992 from many of the actors in
the Brea Pageant.

Among those messages were
the following!

“It’s been fun doing this
pageant and I've enjoyed it
completely. I am now 12 and 25
years from now, I will be 37. 1
hope I may participate in the
Diamond Centenneal
celebration” — Michelle West.
(Michelle, the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Alan West, isnow a
lawyer.)

“I'hope I am alive when this
is read” — Bob Polucha. (He is.
“To the future generations,

lots of luck” — Phyllis Shop.

“It’s been fun acting in the
scene of the ‘Gay '90s.” ” I
always wanted to be an actress.
Maybe I'll be a real actress 25
years from now.” — Nancy
Witham, 11 % years old.
(Anyone know if she got her
wish?)

By the way, if you’d like to
see the scroll and other things
that came out of the Golden
Jubilee Time Capsule, they're
now on display at the
Historical Society Museum in
Old City Hall, 401 S. Brea Blvd.
Museum hours are from 9 am.
to 2:30 p.m. Mondays, Tuesdays
and Wednesdays.

I wonder if 25 years from now
someone like me will be
writing an article about our
1992 Jubilee? To borrow the
sentiments from Bob Polucha,
“I hope I'm alive todo it
myself!”

Brian Saul Is vice president of
the Brea Historical Society.
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Just a memory: Old Brea Olinda
their way, it would have been built at a different location.

Union High School once faced Birch Street, but if some early Breans had

School secures spot (in history)

The other day I was trying to
think of all the buildings and
homes in Brea that have disap-
peared over the years through
redevelopment. Some I remem-
ber, most I don't, but there is
one place I'm
sure I'll
never forget,
and I think of
it every time
I drive down
Birch Street
— the old
high school.

Even after more than two
years, there’s still a lot of bit-
terness around about its demo-
lition. Often I've heard people
say that they just can’t under-
stand why the main building
couldn’t have been saved and
renovated, possibly for office
space. On the other hand,
others have told me that with
the mall across the street, the
school was just in the wrong
place at the wrong time.

I agree that the school’s lo-
cation wasn’t the greatest, but
honestly, if it had been built
instead where Breans in the
1920s had voted to place it, I
have the feeling we would have
lost it a heck of a lot earlier
than we did.

What do I mean by that? Well,

let’s go back to 1925, a year in
which many important de-
cisions were made that played
a role not only in the eventual
fate of the high school but also
in the way Brea would look in
the future.
“Prior to 1925, students of
Brea, and of that other oil-
producing community of
Olinda, had to attend Fullerton
High School. Why? Because we
had n¢ high school here, and
both Brea and Olinda were
then part of the Fullerton Dis-
trict. This meant that our
students usually were forced to
ride the “Red Cars” back and
forth to school until, in later
years, buses were sent out to
pick them up.

_In 1925, though, Olinda pet-
itioned to join with Brea in
forming a new district. Local
oil companies, who paid most
of the taxes, were very support-

AWALK
IN TIME

By Brian Saul

ive of the plan and were in
favor of building our own local
high school. Thus, after some
negotiations, the Brea-Olinda
Unified School District was
born.

Now the big questions were:
1) what to do with our high
school students, since we had
no school as yet; and 2) where
would the new school be built?

Question No. 1 was taken
care of when one of the build-
ings at the old Brea Grammar
School (now Brea Jr. High) was
remodeled for temporary use
by first and second-year high
school students. Juniors and
seniors would- continue going
to Fullerton High until the new
school could be constructed.

Answering that second ques-
tion about the building -site,
though, proved a lot more diffi-
cult than expected.

Even after Brea and Olinda
voters had passed a bond iss%
Oct. 3 to raise $325,000 for con
struction of buildings and buy-
ing of land, it had still not been
decided which land to pur-
chase.

In the “Fullerton Tribune” of
Dec. 18, it was stated that
“while a majority of the mem-
bers of the board have been re-
ported as favoring a school site
between Brea and Olinda, a re-
cent post-card referendum is
said to show a decided
preference for the old aviation
site on Pomona avenue (now
Brea Boulevard),
approximately half a mile from
the Fullerton city limits.

“According to W.D. Shaffer,
member of the high school
board, a compromise site is
now being considered which is
said to be more satisfactory
than either of these two to the
heaviest taxpayers of the dis-
trict. This is the Hambleton
tract between Cedar (now Im-
perial Highway) and Date
streets and two blocks from
Pomona avenue.”

First of all, that old aviation
site that the people liked so
much was a landing strip about
where the Brea Heights Shop-
ping Center is today. Secondly,
the compromise location on the

Hambleton tract would have
been on the south side of Im-
perial, approximately across
the highway from Laurel
School.

And why wasn’t that compro-
mise site chosen? The reason
was that the school board just
couldn't reach an agreement
and was consequently forced to
call a special election to de-
cide the question.

The Union Oil Co., which was
the largest property owner and
taxpayer in the district,
favored the Hambleton tract lo-
cation as did wealthy local
landowner J.D. Seivers. By the
way, Mr. Seivers’ house, situ-
ated on the northwest corner of
Imperial Highway and Berry
Street, was the one that every-
one hated to see be demolished
three or four years ago.

Despite the influence of
these two powerful entities,
electors in February, 1926,
chose the 23%: acre Birch Street
site by 181 votes. That’s not to
say, though, that Breans didn’t
vote overwhelmingly for the
Hambleton tract location be-
cause they did, by a vote of 400
to 150. What tipped the scales
in favor of the Birch Street
land was the almost solid vote
of Olinda and the oil lease
properties east of Brea. Nat-
urally, they preferred Birch be-
cause the new high school
would be closer to them.

The vote at Laurel School,
which included several people
from the leases, was 375 for
Birch and 421 for Hambleton.
In Olinda, all but five of the 242
voters selected Birch Street.

With the election over, the lo-
cation of the school had finally
been decided, construction
commenced and, Oct. 2, 1926,
the cornerstone was put in
place.

The Hambleton tract was
eventually subdivided, and
where students might have
listened to their teachers talk
about the proper way to write
an essay, homes were built in-
stead. The widening of Im-
perial Highway many years ago

7ol alS/H

| took a chunk of that land and
probably would have threat-
ened the school, had it been
built there.

Now that the old school on
Birch Street is only a memory,
you're probably wondering why
I even bothered to tell the story
‘of its search for a home. When
|1 sat down to write this, I won-
|dered the same thing, but I
'guess I'm a person who likes
those little footnotes of history.

In the coming weeks, I'll be
sharing a lot of those footnotes
with you, and hopefully, as

/time goes on, you'll end up as
Iexclted about Brea’s history as
am.
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A FIRE FROM THE PAST — An old fire truck, complete with firefighter, will be one of the many period
pieces on display during Sunday’s “Living History Tour” of Brea. Residents on the tour will get to see
and talk with actors who will portray firemen who battled Brea's legendary oil fire as well as crews who
worked the wells that still dot the hillsides.

Living history tours to search out Brea's past

BREA — In an effort to put cilitate something of a collective buses supplied by Dial-a-Ride.
residents more in touch with flashback for residents who take  Tickets are $5 a person and are

their past, the city and Jubilee
Historical Committee is sponsor-
ing a “Living History Tour” that
is set to kick off Sunday with the
opening of a 25-year-old time
capsule buried in Old City Hall
Park

The time capsule was buried in
the park during celebrations of
the city’s 50th birthday in 1967.

Though many of the tour sites
bear' little resemblance to how
they looked several eras ago, the
promoters of the tours hope to fa-

the trip.

Those who take the tour will
hear stories about the small, cit-
rus producing town whose hill-
sides were dotted with oil der-
ricks, as well as Brea's founding
families and the city’s first air-
port

They’ll also learn about tales of
treasure buried somewhere in
Tonner Canyon.

The 90 minute tours will leave
the park at 1:30 p.m., 2:30 p.m.
and 3 p.m. in wide-view window

available at the Community Ser-
vices Desk at the third floor of
the Brea Civic and Cultural Cen-
ter.

Reservations are preferred, but
non-reserved tickets may be pur-
chased at the bus boarding site if
space permits. Accommodations
for the handicapped must be
made in advance.

The tours are set to be re-
peated May 9th.

For additional information or
reservations, call (714) 990-4461.
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Staff photo by Michae! Loren

Rustic reminder: Brea's log cabin, not in the best shape but doing well enough to celebrate its 71st birthday
this year, was built as a Sunday school classroom in 1921 for a Bible class of boys from the old Brea Christian
Church who called themselves the Honor Knights. Walt Bergman, then president of the Honor Knights, helped
in the construction of the structure.

Cabin logs in Brean history

Hidden back in a corner of
old downtown Brea is a little
bit of city history that most
people don't know exists. Even
when they're told that it's
there, they still find it hard to
believe.

What I'm talking about is our
own log
cabin, not in
the best
'shape but
doing well
enough to
celebrate its
71st birthday
this year.

And how did it come to be
here? Well, I wondered that
myself when I first saw it. After
some searching around for
answers, I discovered its
history is a bit different than I
expected.

First of all, it wasn’t made by
some early Brea pioneer whp
had an inkling to recreate his
old homestead back east. That
would make a great story, but
the truth is still interesting. It
was built as a Sunday school
classroom.

Back in 1921, there was a
Bible class of boys from the old
Brea Christian Church who
called themselves- the Honor
Knights. Not having their own
place to meet, they decided
they’d build one. It wasn’t go-
ing to be your ordinary run-of-
the-mill classroom though, but
an honest-to-goodness log
cabin.

Right behind the church on
West Ash Street, just before the
land slopes down to meet the
old Red Car tracks, there was
some extra space. Everyone
agreed that this would make
the perfect place to build be-
cause when the cabin wasn’t
being used by the boys, the
church could use it for other
functions.

AWALK -
IN TIME

By Brian Saul

Now that the site was settled,
where were the logs fo come
from? If Brea had been in the
middle of a forest, that
wouldn’t have been a problem,
but in the early '20s there
weren’t a heck of a lot of trees
of the needed size around here.

A local oil company, Amalga-
mated, then came to the rescue.
It donated some eucalyptus
trees on its property if the boys,
their fathers and other church
members would come and cut
them Down. Sullivan Bros.
Trucking Co. of Brea volun-
teered to haul them to the
cabin site.

In a “Brea Star” newspaper
article dated Jan. 17, 1921, Walt
Bergman, president of the
Honor Knights, was quoted as
saying, “Mr. Dan Dutton has
made drawings and specifi-
cations for the cabin which is
to have a floor space of 16 by 24
feet with four windows, a door,
fireplace, bookshelves, electric
lights, cement floor, shingle
roof, rustic overhead joists
(useful for monkey shines), and
otherwise furnished suitably
for boy life.”

Building began in February,
and when the last nail was
driven in June, the boys were
ready to show off their new
classroom to the public.

The ‘“Brea Star” then re-
ported that on the evening of
June 23 a “delightfully infor-
mal program” took place at the
church attended by more than
100 Breans. There was plenty of
good food, games of basketball
and other activities for young
and old. The highlight of the
evening was a bonfire and a
short-ceremony to dedicate the
cabin. Everyone agreed after-
ward that the entire program
had been ‘“oodles of fun.”

What didn’t appear in the
paper, though, was that some-
thing special had been done as

part of the dedication. Right
under the hearth of the rock
fireplace (or maybe it was in
front of the door), the boys
placed a time capsule to be
opened at some unspecified
date in the future.

Walt Bergman, that early
Honor Knights president, still
lives in Brea. Now 85 and living
on Orange Avenue with his
wife Evelyn, he has a great
memory for what’s occurred
here in the past. Whenever I
have a question about early
Brea, he’s one of the first
people I go to, but as for the
time capsule, he just can’t
seem to remember exactly
where they placed it. Of course,
it has been 71 years.

He does recall, though, that
the capsule is some sort of
large can and inside it are the
names of all the people who
gave their time, money, ma-
terials or assistance in the con-
struction.

Four years after the cabin
was built, it was enlarged. By
this time, girls were allowed
into the Honor Knights, so
more room was needed. As for
logs, the boys tried something
new. Instead of eucalyptus
trees, they used old telephone/
power line poles. In fact, one of
these poles still has a metal
plaque on it that reads
“S.C.E.C.” (Southern California
Edison Co.).

You might be wondering now
what’s going to happen to this
Brea landmark when the area
undergoes major redevelop-
ment in the next couple of
years. Will it come down like so
many of the surrounding
homes? Fortunately, the
answer is “no.” Plans are that
the cabin, as well as the
church, will stay where they
are.

Now used only for storage,
the little classroom definitely
has seen better days. After all
those years since 1921, the logs
are not in the best of shape, the
fireplace has some major
cracks and the roof really
needs work. The Missionary
Baptist Church, which now
owns the cabin, is doing its best
to maintain it, but it's being
hampered by local graffiti “art-
ists’ and the elements.

During the past two years,

whenever 1 was leading one of
the “Historical Tours” of old
downtown, I always enjoyed
seeing the look on people’s
faces when they saw the cahin
for the first time. They seemed
really amazed that Brea had
something like this and they
hadn’t known of it before. Let’s
just keep our fingers crossed
that the little cabin is around
for a long time and people can
go on being amazed by it for
many years to come.

<y 9
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Video puts Breaon record

Film team documents
city’s historical buildings
and founding families

By Cerise A. Valenzuela
The Orange County Register

BREA — When Brian Saul and Scott Pet-
tinger started filming short historical seg-
ments in Brea in fall 1989, they intended to
do only 10 shows for the city's Video Brea
Line, shown on Century Cable of Southern
California.

But the city’s historical committee de-
manded more video bits about Brea’s his-
torical beginnings, especially as the demo-
lition date for most of the downtown build-
ings drew closer. Some demolition work
started this month.

““Soon there won't be anything to look
at,”” said Saul, a Brea Historical Society
member and a kindergarten teacher at
Arovista Elementary School. “We had to
document it all before it was gone."

The two filmed seven more segments.

They interviewed members of Brea's
founding families and did profiles on vari-
ous historical buildings, the city's citrus
industry and oil fields, a railway and an old
airport that not many residents knew
about.

Then last summer, something clicked,
said Pettinger, the city's media specialist.

“We didn't think about it,"” he said. “It
was something that just happened: We de-
cided to put it all on one video.”

.

After nearly two years of filming, the 17
segments were combined into one two-hour
videotape titled '‘Brea: A Walk in Time."
The pair will have 150 copies for sale next
month throughout the city for $10.

The video, part of the Brea Jubilee cele-
bration, is co-sponsored by the Brea Jubi-
lee Committee and the Brea Historical
Committee. About 80 percent of the pro-
n.moam will help pay for the yearlong Brea
birthday celebration. The rest pays for

printing and duplication costs, Saul said.

The video begins with a view south from
the top of the Brea Hotel on Brea Boule-
vard. It shows Sam’s Place bar and the old
Red Lantern Theatre on Brea Boulevard.
Also shown are some of the city’s oldest
houses along Walnut Street, Brea’s First
Christian Church on Ash Street and the log
cabin built behind it in 1921 and the city’s

old airport.
Also featured is an oil tank storage yard

where two tanks were struck by lighting in
1926. That sparked a fire that spewed hot
oil into the citrus groves and onto nearby
railroad tracks. The oil was so hot that the
tracks warped, Pettinger said.

The video ends with a look at the Brea
Marketplace built in 1991 along Birch
Street and a view from atop the Embassy
Suites Hotel on Birch Street.

Saul said the video includes more than
100 historical photographs of Brea and
glimpses inside old buildings.

“Every city should have a video like
this,” Pettinger said. ‘‘You can just watch
it and you’ll know evervthing there is to
know about the city.

“When I came here two vears ago, there

was nothing on video to show the
historic value of Brea. Now I know
more about Brea than I do (about)
my own hometown of Rochester,
NY."” -

In one segment, the two tried to
show how Indians used tar to line
their baskets and make them wa-
terproof, he said. But his and
Saul's experiment was a disaster.

“] always wanted to see if it
would work," Saul said. “‘I :m.nnoa
the tar all day and scooped it up
with my (rubber-gloved) hand.
The tar went right through the bas-
ket and the basket stuck to my
hand, all on camera. I had to

laugh.” ]
Another time, they filmed a man

driving away after he hit Saul's
parked car.

“A man was pushing his car
away from mine because he had hit
my car,” Saul said. When Saul
walked up, the man asked him to
help push, and Saul told the man it
was his car he had hit.

“His mouth just dropped and I
agreed to push (his car) away but
said we'd have to call the police,”
Saul said. “As we were pushing,
the man got in his car and drove
away.

““ Funny thing is, Scott got it all
on tape and got a close-up of the
license plate, and the police later
caught him.” s

It’s taken two years, but Scott Pettinger, left,
history of Brea. They interviewed families who lived in Brea for many generations.

R

and Brian Saul recently complieted a video



time has become difficult.

They have been too busy work-
ing on their latest project — com-
bining their episodes of “A Walk
In Time” in a videotape that will
be made available to Brea resi-
dents as a memento of the city of
Brea’s 1992 Jubilee Celebration.

(Star-Progress photo by Barbara A. Williams)

REMEMBERING A FOND PAST — Longtime Brea resident Walter Bergman, who appears in several
segments of the city of Brea's historical videotape, supplies the details of a fatal plane crash at the
Brea airfield as Brian Saul studies a 1926 newspaper clipping of the event.

.

Sponsored by the Brea His-
torical Committee and the Brea
Jubilee Committee, the video is
expected to run about 1 1/2 to 2
hours in length, with segments
covering historic Brea locations
and many of the old buildings
that will soon be demolished to
make way for the city’s downtown
redevelopment plan.

Saul, the 1990-91 president of
the Historical Committee, said
the group hopes to keep the price
of the video affordable so that all
Brea families can keep it as an
historical reference in their

homes.
The tape’s segmented format

will also make it a convenient
classroom teaching tool, he noted.

Both-Saul and Pettinger, who
developed the Brea history series
together, said the video itself will
one day be of historic impor-
tance.

“When I came to Brea two
years ago, there was not one
video or slide record of any part
of historic Brea,” Pettinger re-
called. “Now the city has a very
good record of the old down-
town.”

The “Walk In Time” film also
includes shots of the Brea His-
torical Society’s photo collection,
he pointed out.

“Now we have at least two-
thirds of their historical pictures
on tape — and we've used almost
all of them in ‘Walk Through
Time,’ ” he added.

Saul, who serves as vice-
chairman of the Historical Soci-
ety, said the value of the tape is
enhanced by its oral-history foot-
age of some of Brea's longtime
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a historical view of downtown Brea from the roof of the B
Hotel, near the comner of Brea Boulevard and Ash Street. al

residents, such as Inez Fanning,
Catherine Seiler and the late
Dyer Bennett.

One early.Brean who appears
in several “Walk In Time” seg-
ments is Walter Bergman.

“When Walt talks to you, it's
like living history. He’s got a won-
derful memory,” Saul said.

Bergman helped the video crew
fill in the details of the construc-
tion of the Brea Christian
Church’s Honor Knights’ log
cabin, a structure that still stands
near the corner of Ash Street and
Walnut Avenue.

"Walt” Bergmen talked
on camera about the
fertal 11926 ‘crash ‘of the -
tiny, Brea-buit “Hum-
mingbird” ' monoplane.
The plane burst into
flames in front of 4,000

the railroad tracks.

He also gave his eye-witness
account of the disastrous fire at
Union Oil Co.’s Stewart Tank
Farm, that was started by a bolt
of lightning on April 8, 1926.

Most recently Bergman talked
on camera about the fatal 1926
crash of the tiny, Brea-built
“Hummingbird” monoplane at
the Brea airfield, located in an
area that is now north "of the in-
tersection of Imperial Highway
and Kraemer Boulevard, near the
railroad tracks.

Although Saul had a&aw %
newspaper account of the ingk
dent — the paper said 4,000 spee;
tators had seen 21-year-old tesl
pilot Ray “Billy” Freeman,of
Long Beach die on impact when
the 250-pound experimentgl
plane crashed nose-first into the
field — Bergman’s own recollge:
tions of the event added layers:
historical insight to the account-sz

Bergman told Saul how she
helped the plane’s designers
Brean Bill Tremaine and Austz
rian-born Fred Thaheld, pai
the wings with “plane dope” and
cart the 15-foot plane out to the
airfield in his flatbed truck, in.ex,
orEﬁm for flying _ﬁmoam.

successful drink concession at m_..m
waterless airfield — 25,000 bottleS
of soda and 10,000 bottles of u@nﬁ
beer.

And he remembered how
rigid stubble of the barley fields
in the surrounding area shredded
the tires of visitors’ cars, and the
surge of tire-repair business at
the Bergman family’s ._94:85
garage.

mﬁEEﬁ so close to Brea's

Yet even when the facts musfj
be gathered from libraries and
archives, he said he enjoys the
thrill of discovery. 3

“It's like a treasure hunt,” Wm
explained. §§s§
a clue. But you never reach the
treasure. The treasure is the
whole picture.” vila




Dynamic Duo
document days

By Barbara A. Williams
DSP Correspondent

BREA — Local residents may
have already seen the Video Brea
[Line “A Walk In Time” segment
in which reporter Brian Saul
demonstrates how local Indians
used tar to waterproof their
woven baskets.

What viewers didn’t see was
the preceding 24 hours when
ISaul, a kindergarten teacher at
IArovista School, attempted to lig-
luefy clumps of tar from the Brea
hills over a classroom burner,
iwhile a chorus of young voices
chirped, “Oooo! What smells?”
Nor did viewers see how the
Ibottom fell out of the basket when
Saul started spreading the tar, or
how the basket stuck to his arm
as he tried to shake it loose.

But Scott Pettinger saw it all
For the past year and a half, the
city of Brea media specialist has
filmed, edited and directed each
of the 17 “Walk In Time” seg-
ments, standing beside Saul with
camera in hand even when the
going got tough.

Most people don't see what
goes on behind the scenes, like
the time they had to haul the
camera gear out a window, up a

ladder and over the roof of the
Brea Hotel, just to get a decent
shot of Good O' Brea's historic
town center, the corner of Ash
Street and Brez Boulevard.

of old Brea

During their filming sessions,
the two men managed to clamber
into and over most of Brea’s his-
toric landmarks.

Pettinger kept the camera roll-
ing as Saul explored the seldom-
seen corners of Brea history, like
the upstairs living quarters of
Sam’s Place, and the community
room of the Sewell Building,
where citizens met for dances,
wrestling matches and the city’s
incorporation meetings.

However, some of the men’s
video adventures never made it
to Video Brea Line.

For instance, once, they re-
turned from a film session to find
Saul’s parked car in the middle
of an auto accident

After identifying himself to the
errant motorist, Saul agreed to
help the man push his car to the
side of the road before collecting
insurance information.

But while Saul was pushing
from the rear of the car, the mo--
torist hopped into the drivers
seat and drove away.

The incident wasn’t over.

Pettinger had captured the en-
tire encounter on tape, complete
with zoom-lens footage of the
car’s license plate. Police later
apprehended the hit-and-run
driver.

Although the video duo may be
tempted to stop and laugh over
their out-takes, even finding that
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ON A HISTORICAL NOTE — Scott Pettinger, right, city of Brea

media specialist,

keeps the

camera rolling as Brian Saul provides

(Star-Progress photo by Barbara A Willams)
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Photo courtesy of Braa Historical Soclef:
1915: On April 13, 1913, 15 residents met in a pool hall on Pomona Avenue  was known as the “ollman's church,” apparently because the first pledge
(now Brea Boulevard) and formed the Brea Congregational Sunday School  toward its construction was a $500 gift from A.O. Birch of Birch Gil Co.
and the city’s first church, according to church records. A church building,  Probably, too, its attendance included some of the many oil workers who
shown here, was built two years later at the comer of Pomona and Birch. It flooded into the area to work on the oil derricks.

r; '

John Weatcott/The Regis

Today: The lot where the church stood was sold to Olifield Nuuqiw Bankin 1929, Oiffield National Bank built a new structure on the Pomona and Birch
1927. The building was moved to Imperial and Flower and s now partof the  site, and later was bought by First Inlerstate Bank. Today, that building,
' fellowship hall for the church's current building, which was completed in  shown here at 201 S. Brea Bivd., is shared by several businesses.
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The Brea Baptist Church held its first meeting on
April 11, 1924, at the Brea Congregational Church. It
would be four years before the Baptists dedicated a
building of their own, here at the corner of Birch
Street and Flower Avenue. They worshiped there for
20 years, adding on occasionally. In 1950, the
Baptists bought a lot farther south on Flower for a
new church. That building was completed in 1953
and dedicated the next year, The old church was
torn down and replaced by the Living Rock Church,
at 217 E. Birch. :

: Register file photo
— JOHN WESTCOTT/The Orange County Register

[ THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

> In 1891: First post office opened in Newport Beach.

v.:._wow"_"mannm_:os,_maoam.&aimﬁqcum&olim?
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY
PLANS MINI-MUSEUM

from page 2

.

interviewing 50 Brea residents was drawn up and
half of those interviews have been compiled so far.

“We wanted to show the past customs and events
and preserve them... through the personalities of
the people,” Fanning said.

At a recent city event which named old City Hall
and a nearby park a national monument, the
compiled interviews were presented in book form to
the individuals who told their story of Brea.

The books are available to the public through the
Brea Historical Society and CSUF's oral history
department. A book about Brea's history will also be
compiled in part by CSUF and the Historical Society
in the future.

Fanning, a teacher of biology and science for 38
years, noted that members of the Historical Society
are not trained historians or archivists, but they are
learning slowly. Membership is open to anyone
interested for a small fee.

The approximately 60-member Historical Society
has a social meeting every two months where a
speaker is featured. The next meeting on Nov. 10
will be a field trip to “Heritage Hill,” Saddleback’s
historical site in El Toro.

SR X

Society)
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is piciure was laken inside a Wi

ooden oIl derrick In

Brwhen rotary drifls were
-common. Cable tool drilling was used beforethe invention of rotary drills. (Photo courtesy of Brea Historical




HA NTERTAINMEN e Red Lantern Theater opened in Brea in 1922 and featured such actors as
Harry Carey in “Canyon of the Fools.” According to Karl Fanning, president of the Brea Historical Society,
the building actually had ared lantern atop its building and a Chinese Buddha with ared lightin its forehead
on either side of its walls. Children enjoyed Saturday matinees for 15 cents at the theater, which is now a
church said Fanning.. (Photo courtesy of Brea Historical Society) o




BREA’S BEGINNING Pomona Avenue (now Brea Boulevard)was the location of the Sewell Building inthe
1920's where Brea city offices first settled. Notice the the “City Engineer” sign at the right end of the
building. Today, Brea city offices are located in the Brea Civic Cultural Center near the Brea Mall. (photos
~courtesy of Brea Historical Society) e 2 e
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Theater filled the bill in Brea

rustrated by the lack of a theater in Brea,

community leaders joined in the early 1920s

to create one. Construction began soon af-
terward. The Red Lantern Theater opened March
7, 1922, as floodlights lighted the sky and the Brea
Municipal Band performed. The building’s motif in-
cluded a cross-legged Buddha overlooking the au-
dience; a red light shone in the middle of his
forehead. Stars performing there included Frances
Gumm, better known later as Judy Garland. Other
businesses flanked the entrance, including a soda
shop on the left. Located on Brea Boulevard just
north of Birch Street, the theater later became the
Calvary Chapel Church. It was demolished in 1987.

— John Westcott/The Register

Courtesy of the Brea Historical Society

THIS WEEK IN OC HISTORY

B In 1812: A massive earthquake de-
stroyed Mission San Juan Capistrano’s stone
church, killing 40 Juaneno Indians.

B In 1845: Mission San Juan
Capistrano’s buildings were auctioned off to John
Forster and James McKinley for $710.

B In 1893: The first post office was
opened in the young town of Placentia.

B In 1906: Ole Hanson opened lot sales
for the new development of San Clemente.




FREEZE FRAME: SEWELL BUILDING, BREA

ORANGE COUNTY
H?j B 2 A view of Orange County yeslerday m:a loday, appearing each Tuesday.
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Circa 1917: One of the first
business buildings erected in
Brea, the Sewell Building was
completed about 1910, It
consisted of a one-story frame
structure in the 200 block of South
Pomona Street (now Brea
Boulevard) on the comer of Ash
Streel. It was destroyed by fire in
1913. In its place was bullt the
present two-story Sewell Building,
made of brick and featuring stores
on the ground floor and offices
and an auditorium on the upper
floor. Early businesses Included |,
the MacClatchie Hardware Co.
and Dr. C.C. Jarvis' dental office.

Today: When Brea incorporated
in 1917, it leased space in the
Sewell Building for city staff and
its ‘council meetings until the first
City Hall opened in 1929. Five
years later, in the height of the
Depression, Earl Templeton
bought the building, which had
been vacant for several years. He
renovated the building, replaced
the roof, and moved in his
hardware business in 1937.
Today, the building is occupled by
several businesses, including a
fine arts store and an upholstery
shop. The building to the right,
which was a barber shop in the
original photo, today is a custom
frame shop.




Rustic reminder: Brea's |
this year, was built as a Sunda
Church who called themselves the Honor Kni
in the construction of the structure.

Staff photo by Michael Loren
log cabin, not in the best shape but doing well enough to celebrate its 71st birthday

y school classroom in 1921 for a Bible class of boys from the old Brea Christian
ights. Walt Bergman, then president of the Honor Knights, helped

WALK: Brea’s log cabi,

Continued from page 6

291 used only for storage,
the little classroom definitely
has seen better days. After all
those years since 1921, the logs
are not in the best of shape, the
fireplace has some major
cracks and the roof really
:mmn.w work. The Missionary
Baptist Church, which now
owns the cabin, is doing its best
to maintain it, but it's being
hampered by local graffiti “art-
ists’ and the elements.

During the past two years,

whenever I was leading one of
the “Historical Tours” of old
downtown, I always enjoyed
seeing the look on people’s
faces when they saw the cabin
for the first time. They seemed
really amazed that Brea had
something like this and they
hadn’t known of it before. Let’s
just keep our fingers crossed
that the little cabin is around
for a long time and people can
g0 on being amazed by it for
many years to come.
5]

Brian Saul is vice president of

the Brea Historical Society.

Cabin logs in Brean history

Hidden back in a corner of
old downtown Brea is a little
bit of city history that most
people don't know exists. Even
when they’re told that it's
there, they still find it hard to
believe.

What I'm talking about is our
own log
cabin, not in

the best >E>—|=

shape but

doing well [N TIME

enough to .
celebrate its By Brian Saul
T1st birthday
this year.

And how did it come to be
here? Well, I wondered that
myself when I first saw it. After
some searching around for
answers, I discovered its
history is a bit different than I
expected.

First of all, it wasn’t made by
some early Brea pioneer who
had an inkling to recreate his
old homestead back east. That
would make a great story, but
the truth is still interesting. It
was built as a Sunday school
classroom.

Back in 1921, there was a
Bible class of boys from the old
Brea Christian Church who
called themselves- the Honor
Knights. Not having their own
place to meet, they decided
they’d build one. It wasn’t go-
ing to be your ordinary run-of-
the-mill classroom though, but
an honest-to-goodness log
cabin.

Right behind the church on
West Ash Street, just before the
land slopes down to meet the
old Red Car tracks, there was
some extra space. Everyone
agreed that this would make
the perfect place to build be-
cause when the cabin wasn't
being used by the boys, the
church could use it for other
functions.

Now that the site was settled,
where were the logs fo come
from? If Brea had been in the
middle of a forest, that
wouldn’t have been a problem,
but in the early '20s there
weren't a heck of a lot of trees
of the needed size around here.

A local oil company, Amalga-
mated, then came to the rescue.
It donated some eucalyptus
trees on its property if the boys,
their fathers and other church
members would come and cut
them Down. Sullivan Bros.
Trucking Co. of Brea volun-
teered to haul them to the
cabin site.

In a “Brea Star” newspaper
article dated Jan. 17, 1921, Walt
Bergman, president of the
Honor Knights, was quoted as
saying, “Mr. Dan Dutton has
made drawings and specifi-
cations for the cabin which is
to have a floor space of 16 by 24
feet with four windows, a door,
fireplace, bookshelves, electric
lights, cement floor, shingle
roof, rustic overhead joists
(useful for monkey shines), and
otherwise furnished suitably
for boy life.”

Building began in February,
and when the last nail was
driven in June, the boys were
ready to show off their new
classroom to the public.

The ‘“Brea Star” then re-
ported that on the evening of
June 23 a “delightfully infor-
mal program” took place at the
church attended by more than
100 Breans. There was plenty of
good food, games of basketball
and other activities for young
and old. The highlight of the
evening was a bonfire and a
short ceremony to dedicate the
cabin. Everyone agreed after-
ward that the entire program
had been “oodles of fun.”

What didn’t appear in the
paper, though, was that some-
thing special had been done as
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part of the dedication. Right
under the hearth of the rock
fireplace (or maybe it was in
front of the door), the boys
placed a time capsule to be
opened at some unspecified
date in the future.

Walt Bergman, that early
Honor Knights president, still
lives in Brea. Now 85 and living
on Orange Avenue with his
wife Evelyn, he has a great
memory for what's occurred
here in the past. Whenever I
have a question about early
Brea, he's one of the first
people I go to, but as for the
time capsule, he just can't
seem to remember exactly
where they placed it. Of course,
it has been 71 years.

He does recall, though, that
the capsule is some sort of
large can and inside it are the
names of all the people who
gave their time, money, ma-
terials or assistance in the con-
struction.

Four years after the cabin
was built, it was enlarged. By
this time, girls were allowed
into the Honor Knights, so
more room was needed. As for
logs, the boys tried something
new. Instead of eucalyptus
trees, they used old telephone/
power line poles. In fact, one of
these poles still has a metal
plagque on it that reads
“S.C.E.C.” (Southern California
Edison Co.).

You might be wondering now
what’s going to happen to this
Brea landmark when the area
undergoes major redevelop-
ment in the next couple of
years. Will it come down like so
many of the surrounding
homes? Fortunately, the
answer is “no.” Plans are that
the cabin, as well as the
church, will stay where they
are.

See WALK/8
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- Hotel will one of the stops in a walkin LOG CABIN LORE — Brea's lone authentic _.om cabin, built in the P .
ﬁzﬂum_‘/mw,m_.ﬂymz%%s\:ﬂoﬂ_% mmhmwa «M« .._mﬁu 18. i f early 1900s, will be one of the featured stops in a tour of the down-  town sponsored by the historical society.
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1920: The small ol boom town of Brea (which means June, the twin halves of the Brea Hotel. It is located at
tar in Spanish) acquired its name In 1912 and, in 106 N. Pomona, said county historian Jim Sleeper.

Todd Buchanan/The Register

Today: The building still stands and is run as a hotel, Remodeled in 1927, it now is owned by Inge Werner.
though the address has changed to 108 S. Brea. A baby-goods store is on the bottom storefront area.
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MINIMAL BUSINESS MACHINES — An interior view of Oilfields’ second location showsd two Burroughs
business machines, a typewriter and functional furniture that welcomed depositors in the late 1920s. *
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Thank you, Elsie, for sharing your memories of “West
Brea...the way it was”. We are pleased to print and share
them with the Historical Society membership. (Note:
clarification of some information appears in italics and
are not part of the original article as submitted.

Moving from the state of Washington to Brea, Cali-

fornia back in 1944 (ar age 31) was rather traumatic...it
was still wartime and housing was tight. My sister-in-
law Evelyn Bergman ( who Elsie did not meet until she
arrived in Brea in 1944) knew of ONE rental available.
It was rather small and a bit shabby, but for rent of $18.00
a month, it was a “find”. A vacant loteven went with the
property (at 208 W. Birch) and upon Jake's (Elsie's hus-
band) return from overseas, he transformed it into a beau-
tiful mum garden in his spare time.

Those were the days of wooden oil derricks on the
hillsides. Nearby orange groves permeated the air with
the scent of their blossoms. Also, those were the days of
great camaraderie when neighbors shared their flowers
and produce and nobody locked their doors.

With fond memories, I recall some of the “old timers”
who lived in our neighborhood. First, my dear in-laws,
Jim and Minnie Bergman gave up ranch life in Aguanga
to buy the house (formerly owned by the Russell family)
around the corner from us on Madrona. Mrs. Phillips
lived next door to them. Stella and (former Brea School
Superintendent) Will Fanning lived across the street and
Florence Harvey, a few doors away. The McDowell Fam-
ily lived close by, and Bill (Elsie’s son) and Jerry
(McDowell) went all through school together as great
buddies. Jerry grew up to be Brea Fire Chief. Frances
and Florence Nipp lived across the alley from us (own-
ers of Cannings Hardware at the time).

One Thanksgiving, my old gas stove gave out on me
and Florence insisted I finish baking our turkey in her
oven as they were going to be away for the day.

After the Nipp’s moved, the Jack Algers were our
neighbors. Mayme Mays lived next door to them and
Dave and Cuba Brown lived across the street. There was
the McKinley Family next to our vacant lot...she an in-
valid and he an excellent handyman who so skillfully re-
placed the screening on our long front porch. The par-
ents of Inez Fanning lived next to them. Johnny Char,

West Brea...the way it was

Elsie Bergman

the baker, lived kitty-corner from us and enjoyed raising
squab for a hobby. We were often the recipients of his
leftover bakery delights. Alexander’s Market was on the
corner of Pomona Ave. (now Brea Blvd.) and Birch St.

In 1949 (January 11), Brea had its first snowstorm. I
so vividly remember our little girl looking out the win-
dow and crying because she thought her sandbox was
gone, for everything was covered with snow. We lived in
that little house at 208 W. Birch until December, 1950.
Today, it would be hard to mark the spot where it stood.

Bill adds these memories from the perspective of an
8-year-old:

We kids collected tinfoil from cigarette packages and
rolled it up in balls for the war effort. We collected grease
for a neighbor who made soap from it with ashes from
her hearth. We helped with paper drives and scrap metal
drives.

Took piano lessons from Mrs. Curtis (wife of Dr. C.
Glenn Curtis). Jerry and I played a lot across the street at
the home of the Troup family. They raised chickens in
their backyard.

We collected pop bottles and earned 2 cents a piece
for them at Alexander’s Market. Sometimes we got a
free weenie from Mr. Gheen, the butcher. Mr. Dump
owned the Brea Theatre and we could get in for 27 cents,
which included a cartoon between double features. The
malt shop uptown was neat and so was the 5 & 10 cent
store. Liked looking in the window of Haddad’s Haber-
dashery; had fun hunting “crawdads” down in Brea Creek
by the railroad tracks.

Went to Cub Scouts and in the summer, to camp at
Osceola.

The Brea train depot is gone now, as is the (old) high
school and the entire old city center. All that remains is
the Brea Plunge, the Old City Hall and the American

Legion Hall at the park.

Do you have memories of Brea you would like to
share? We would love to prmt them! Even lf you don’y
want to wrzte them yourself; we wzll tell your story but

Bnan Saul or Jtm Schweztzer at 714-256-2283 so we
tan help you share your memories of Brea.




superintendent Edward Curtis,
property owner W.C. Baldwin,
businessman Ted Craig, practic-
ing Brea physician Dr. W.E.
Jackson, First National Bank
employee Ralph Barnes and re-
tired Yorba Linda businessman
H.A. MacClatchie.

The new bank observed ‘usual
banking hours’, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Monday through Friday and 8
a.m. to noon on Saturday. Allo-
wances were made for the oil
workers’ pay days on the 10th
and 25th of the month when the
bank closed at 3 p.m. and
reopened from 4 to 5:30 p.m.

Schwartz reminded Barnes
that Founders’ Bank is offering
similar ‘‘personal service” with
extended hours 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Last week, longtime Brea re-
sident and former city clerk Lois
Muzzall Smith recovered yel-
lowed newspaper clippings of

Oilfields’ opening day, Nov. 6
1926. One of four on the first cler-
ical staff, Smith was noted as “‘a
well - known and popular girl of
Olinda.

‘“That made me feel real
good,” she said, brandishing a
modest smile. “I left my book-
keeping job in Fullerton to take
the $80 per month job.

“We were all doosied up for
opening day,” Smith added.
“The Santa Ana newspaper
came up and took our pictures
and someone filmed it for a news
item to be flashed on the screen
before the major movie was
shown at a Santa Ana theater.”

Money for the enterprising
venture arrived in sheafs. Smith
remembered taking the large
sheets to te Brea Progress
Newspaper. ‘‘Everyone knew
they had the best paper cutter in:
town,” she said.

There weren’t many new -
fangled machines in the Brea
bank. Clerks used two Burroughs
bookkeeping machines while tel-
lers depended upon an old -
fashioned typewriter and a coin
changing machine similar to
ones used by peanut vendors at
today’s baseball games.

A 50 cent carrying charge was
leveled for loan transactions and
25 cents was charged for an
overdraft.

Within two years, the growing
bank outgrew its location and
moved two blocks south to
peroperty owned by the Brea
Congregational Church at Birch
and Pomona Streets.

‘‘It raised our spirits,”” Barnes
quipped.

By 1934, the First National
Bank closed its affairs through
voluntary liquidation, according
to early Brea historian Purl

Harding, and transferred all de-

positors’ accounts fo the reor-
ganized (following the Depres-
sion) Oilfields National Bank.

New equipment and more
wga_wu&.gnwp:m techniques
were a far cry from the old,
handwritten Boston Ledger that
Barnes had utilized in his early
banking days.

Brea Bank Opening Recalls...

The son of a farmer/barber in
MacPherson, Kansas, Barnes
recalled, “I took nice care of the
president of the bank in my
youth; that’s where I first took an
interest in banking.”

Taking care included doing the
janitor work, shining the presi-
dent’s shoes, helping him with
his coat, assisting at livestock
sales and delivering farm bills.

When Barnes’ family moved to
Orange, Ca. in 1923, the young
businessman continued his bank-
ing interests and was hired by the
First National Bank of Orange.

He was transferred tothe First
National Bank of Brea in 1924.

“There was always an oppor-
tunity to serve,” Barnes said.

And, although serving others
remained constant, the small
town banker discovered trust
faced constant challenges from
outsiders bent on crime.

“It was the day after
Thanksgiving, 1941, when there
weren’t any cops or children
around,” Barnes said, retelling
his only involvement with a rob-
bery. ‘At 3 p.m. I went to lock up
the doors and a young man ap-
proached saying he wanted to
change some coins. He told me he
guessed he was too late, but I of-
fered tohelp. The nest thing I saw
was a gun underneath a hand-
kerchief and he asked me to hand
over the money.

‘“Well, Itook my time,"” Barnes
said. “I counted out the bills as
slowly as possible. But he still got

$2800 in cash.”

Barnes and his wife drove to
Alhambra to look over the “men
wanted"” files, but when wartime
activities startled the nation on
Dec. 7, attention was taken from

the small town robbery and the
case was dropped.

Brea, meanwhile was bustling
with building growth, and Oil-
fields National wasn’t able to go
beyond a $15,000 loan limit. In
February, 1955, the personable
banking facility was merged
with California (later UCB)
Bank, the corporation’s first
entry in Orange County.

Schwartz, who began his bank-
ing career at Oilfields in 1946, fol-
lowing a stint in the Navy, took
over as president of California
Bank.

Through the years, Barnes and

Schwartz have remained active
in the community, sharing their
financial expertise with Bmgw.
organizations.

I think the thing my son ES._.
best,”” Barnes added with m.
hearty chuckle, was the day 5&:
named me city treasurer. mm"
knew he could go swimming in}
the city plunge free of charge.” |

Barnes’ family owns stock 5”
Founders Bank. “The new bank;
has the same philosophy we EE“
in the old days,” Barnes com-
mented. “The bank was created|
to serve you . . . that was the slo-|
gan and we stuck by it.” . m
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mitments, but sometimes the
pressures would get to him.

In those moments, West said,
Tripp could take him out to lunch
and let him “scream, holler, cuss,
rant and rave."

Then in a calm demeanor, West
said, Tripp would reply, ‘‘OK. You
got it out of your system. Let’s go
back, pick up a hammer and nails
and get back to work.”

West wanted BREAL to be like
an old-fashioned barn raising, but
Tripp said his friend didn’t realize
that in today’s fast-paced, mobile

. community, that type of happen-

.Ang just isn’t possible.
hﬁ?o%«%gg—msg
raise for neighbors is not what it
used to be,”’ remarked Tripp.

But none of the people involved
with BREAL would discourage
other service groups and organiza-
tions from pursuing a similar
endeavor.

“I'd like to think it would
motivate others to tackle this type
of project,” said Tripp. “This is
the kind of thing that could grow.”

4 RECEIVED INQUIRIES
~ And West, who borrowed his

idea from Novato, said he already’

has had inquiries from groups in
Southern California seeking ad-
vice on how to get their own
BREAL started.

But West admits he is not ready
to take on another low-cost hous-
ing development. The time he has
given to BREAL has taken away
from his family and business for
four years. Now, he wants to con-
centrate on those aspects of his life
which greatly pleases his wife.

Mrs. West said she has sup-
ported her husband completely on
the BREAL project, but she is
looking forward to him abandon-
ing his play clothes for the tradi-

APARTMENTS AVAILABLE

As the apartments have come
closer to completion, Mrs. West
said, she jokingly told her husband
one morning, “It’ll be nice to see
you walk out of here in a suit and
not in your patched-up
whatevers.”

BREAL

Although BREAL' is| ‘nearly
finished, there still are apart-
ments available for senior citizens
who meet the complex’s re-
quirements. X

Applicants must be retired, be 65
years of age or older and have liv-
ed in Brea for at least three years.
Also, their gross earnings may not
exceed $10,000 per year nor may
their net assets be more than
$30,000.

Seniors who think they may fit

these guidelines and who are seek-
ing reasonable-priced housing
may call Brea Rotary President
Mike Cohen at 529-1122." Applica-
tions are available at his office at
203 N. Brea Blvd. or on the fifth
floor of the Civic-Cultural Center.

For those people who are just in-
terested in seeing what volunteer
laborers have built for the older
population in Brea, an open house
at the BREAL site will be held
from1to 5 p.m. Saturday.

The public and those who helped
make BREAL happen are invited
to come and explore the apart-
ment building. niare i

Wednesday, May 10,1981
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m:o:mr for identification. >n8_.9=m S vaEa E:.a from Hmm stand-  Wheeler and Bert Shafter. Next EmsEmem is Erv Stogdale with .

BREA FOUNDERS — After Em above picture, taken in 1914, hil ¢
appeared in the News Tribune March 6, Roy Abshier reported that ing is Abe Yosl, superintendent of the _awma._mnm ﬁmy gainst the auto folded. Standing in front of the horses is Fred Clark with Ah:

he was in the picture and could identify many of the men employed fender is Charles Swan, with Miss Keen," Eﬂﬁ%ww:.«.&veowwm%mﬁ. standing in the wagon. Others in the picture hut not identifiable
oSwmo:?EwES .E..Qwasm:o=>s% wommomi mﬁom%_mmszo:mzmmmmma

A T 3

rmkr::w Brea Canyon Qil Co. Several of those shown were not o._mE. Seated is Herb wzmu_mm The next three’ are
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STANDARD OIL SHOPS — As they appeared
in 1914 these are the machine shop (left) and E».nw.
smith shop of the Standard Oil Co. Men standing
in front are employes. Frank Schweitzer, one of
Brea's first city councilmen’and father of m.nmuw
Schweitzer Jr., now on the council, was machine
shop foreman at the time. The shops were located

just south of the Pacific Elecfric Railroad depot
seen in the background on N. Hoaouw. Julian
Yriarte, a brother of Augustin Sgﬂa.e_s .oss.a,f
these three photographs, is shown standing on E%.
ning board of truck with Jarge single .wmmﬁﬂ__ﬁ =
the hood. ‘ e

NUALDE RANCH

lix Yriarte, a son of Patrichio Yriarte,
one of the early settlers of Brea, was
president of this Red Lantern Theater
on S. Pomona, which opened March
7,.1922. It had Oriental decorations.

A clothing store and confectionery

. RED LANTERN THEATER — Fe-

~Porcupine,” by J. Oliver

als in the building. “The Girl
shown on the marquee :
movie known to many thea
in 1925 when the photo was ta

years. He now lives

* So—Brea has more
- and ar
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Brea Looks Back Over Happy biciidays

Spanish Word for Earth Used
For Fuel Cave Brea s Name

What's In name?

. Brea got (s me from the

rm_:______: word “brea" mean.

,_._:n oll sonked earth used for
i fuel, according to a sketch of

| the city which has been pre.

m.__-:_a by the Chumber of Com.

| meree,

v Nere, In part, is the word

“plcture of Brea the chamber

T paints: .

. BREA Is located on a fairly
level mesa, al the entrance to
Brew Canyon which leads 1o
the mountains and the des-
eris inland. Its mean altitude|
of 375 feet above sea-level
makes Brea the ighest incor-

' city.in Orange County,

15 its residents secur
ity trom flood danger. Oll de-|
Velupment in the Puente Hills
,north of Brea, played an im-
mt:_ W part in the tormation|

of this com ity which was
ed February 23, 1917,

cily tock its name|
vlvom the Spanish name “brea”,
P which meuns “lar” or “oil",
Lias 1t that the early

T Tuct, 1

Jrnia, noted
s that the na.
' came from
s around 10 “a can-
hey  dug
smelled,

iblocks of

rand looke !
i Biea is Jocated close to|
‘everything—less than 25 miles|
southeast of Los Angeles; with|
€8sy access w the Santa Anal
Freeway: 20 miles from the
Pacific Ocean, and the beach-!
es; 35 miles trom the moun-
tains, with skiing in the win-|
fer; and 10 miles approxi-
mately to both the high and|
Uie Jow des Disneyland,
US A, and Knott's Berry Farm
mt-Town are bothl
lo-mitnutes  dive  of!

City Government

Brea Is a General Law Cily
(Tormerly known as Gth class ).
City hall, localed al 1 .
Biea Blvd., on the c.o..r....;:..:‘
original city-park, houses
branches ol ecity gove
headed by [ive cou
who choose trom
group 1o acl as Muyo! :
cily coutr meels in regular
session In the counc
bers at city hall on the :v__
and third Monday nights of
each month. A city adminis-
trator coordinates and admin-
isters the decisions of the
council. The city administra-;
tor, the police department, .:.z..
fire department, planning
commission, civil service com-
mission, park and recreation
commission, and civil %?:uj
are all organized units under
the supervision of the city
council government. |

All licenses, permits, and|
water bills are handled by the
city clerk's office, at cily _::_._

The streel and water depart-
ment offers garbage <ol
on a twice-weekly ba: with
trash and .cans collected
weenly.

Assistance in selection
suitable trees Tor parkway-
planting is offered by the Ciy
Engineering Deparin
well as building and safely
inspection.

Parks
4n added municipal attrac-

.ﬁ::. is the public swimming

pool, in City Hall Park, which
Is open from June through Au-
gust, This, together with pic-
nie tables, and playground
equipment, both in Ciy Hall
Park, a i Arovi ¢
Ao the western side ol

R e .

ple recreat
the summer montl
Brea Is part of the Metro-
politan Waler Ev_.ﬁ, insur-
ing ample water Irom the
Colorado River for future ex-
pansion. The waler mains
have rec y been renovated
and extended to insure prop-
er pressure ta all parts of the
city; as w
ple lines and presswe for
dustry to install automatic|
systems  for :E_E,_

sprinkler
plant protection.
Membership in the Orange

County Sa
2 aftords capid

y rights with!

connection with the OQutfa
sewer o the

excell

|

The ol average rainfall
over a len year period s Vw.sm_
inches, The average relative
humidity over a four year pe-

riod al 2 . I8 D89 per cent.
The average lemperalure over|
a four y period at 2 pm.|

Of

1< providing amn-|,

10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Mon-
day, Tuesday, and
Wednesday, _

10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Thurs-
day and Friday. |

10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Sat.|
urday.

Transportation and Freight

Pacific Electric (Southern

Pacific Railway Co.), local
truck lines, Railway Express,
jand United Parcel Service of-
fer daily service to industry of
Brea, both incoming and out-
going.

For transportation only, MTA|
Bus Lines (Route No. 58-W)!
offers 13 schedules to Los An-|
geles (via La Habra, Whittier,|
and East Los Angeles), cmmwz.f
ning at 5:50 am. and ending
11:12 p.m.; and 12 schedules to
Fullerton, beginning at 7:22
am. and ending at 11:53 p.m.
Schedules are available at the
Chamber ofice, 333 South Brea
Blvd. i

Schools |

Brea - Olinda Union High|
School is a four-year high-!
school (9th) thru 12th grades)'
located at 803 East Birch, 1t is
well-equipped for future dis-
trict expansion, with a recent.
istalled  football stadiun,
nd athletic field, swimming-!
puol and hoasting an excellent,
griculture  course complete
iwith farm facilities. !

Brea Elementary Sehool Dis-

itriet offers three campuses—
|Arovista School (Kindergarten|

thru 5th grades), located at
the corner of South Arovista
and Eadington Drive—

Laurel School (Kindergarten
thru 5th grades), 200 So. Flow-
er —

Brea Junior High-School (6th
thru 8th grades) at 400 No.|
Brea Blvd.; also the location|
of the Elementary m:vmzz._
ﬁm:nminuc:._g.

Bus transportation serves m=7
schools. [

Churches

Brea boasts of 13 church
congregations at present:

Full Gospel Church — Brea
Missionary Baptist Church —
Assembly of God Church —
First Baptist Church — Ran.
dolph Ave. Baptist Church
(Southern) — Brea Christian
Chursh — St, Angela de Mer-
lei Catholic Church — Church
of Christ — Brea Congrega-
tional Church — Brea Four-
Square Gospel Church —
Brea Church of the Nazarene
—Church ot Christ,

Seventh Day Adventist and
Latter Day Saints congrega-
-tions are close at hand in
neighboring communities.

Clubs & Orgamizations

Twenty-five (25) Civie, Sef-
vice, and Youth Guidance E..’
ganizations atford ample op-|
portunity for Brea residents to
take part in making  their|
community a betler place in!
v -

wenties

vs}._% to live. These Include;|

Chamber of Commerce — A.|
|merican Legion, and Auxiliary|
—Veterans of Foreign Wars,
_EE Auxiliary — Welfare|
chsa: — Kiwanis Clup —|
S0 — Rotary Club |
iSenior ,and Junior Women's)|
Clubs — Brea Youth, Inc. —
_.55: Club of Brea — Orange|
County Coin Club — Masonic!
Lodge — Order of Eastern Star
—IJob’s Daughters — Girl|
Scouts — Boy Scouts — Brea!

||Gra-Y Boys Club — El Rodeo
Riding Club — Men's Golf
,|Club — Women's Golf Club —
Brea Elementary Teachers
|Club — Checkmates Square!
Dance Club — plus very ac-
{tive Parent-Teacher organiza
tions. in all four schools. |

_ H:_n, gmwommem E
Brea’s hometown newspaper,
_ucazmymn three times weekly
.(Monday, Wednesday, Friday)
at 218 5. Brea Blvd.
Hospitals
St. :Jude's. Hospital, Fuller
'|ton, serves.all' North Orange
County,

i

The Fullerton Community
Hospital is also available for

2 poeapa



Gréater
s to vl‘?t"ll"l‘ Pharmacy was among
s enioy Fulle'non in 1892. At right,

a s Clpat =
2° " SWimming pool,

Zﬁ/ﬂé'{( ol oy ~4337 )
st 5 M (O pa il sa0t 995
we, i Brecis start mar ed“‘by‘Blék gold

\ ted on a plateau next to the foo!
. t.

g r!:"s at the tip of north Orange County,
5 aa \;vas known to Indians and pioneers
& h_t_: ace where tar seeped out of the

Oothills and chunks of tar were used f
domestic purposes and fuel. “*‘Brea" .l
means tar in Spanish.

In 1898, the first oil well came in.

which started an ol boom in the hiis ot
Brea and Olinda. The first workers lived
in tents; as the industry grew, settle-
ments spilled down to where the roads
connected to the rest of the county.

The city was incorporated on Feb. 23,
1917 with a population of 752. For a short
time, the early settlement’s name was
Randolph.

The city grew steadily through the

years. As oil production declined, the
40s, "S0s and '60s brought many new
housing developments and new business-

es.
The '70s ushered in a period of devel-

opment that included the Orange (57
f.fﬁ."fi‘.".?}.‘,“.\-’:‘r'.f.'.‘?xﬁ‘,’i‘f',’“ﬁ' ion gf F(ire:l
PLOLMGLALGL i pa v 114 PSH arens
'80s as more and more compan
advantage of the city’s strategic location
in the center of Southern California.

A history of Brea by local historian Es-
ther Craemer, *‘0il, Orange and Opportu-
nity,” is available through the city's
Community Services Department. There

cS (00K

 is also a video produced by the Historica]

- Society. For more infor!

S

. Today, Brea is an important retail and
industrial center. The Brea Mall recently
underwent an extensive renovation and
expansion that nearly doubled its space
and added another major department
store, Robinson's-May.

conferences and s v
domestic and foreign locales.

Redevelopment plans for 50 acres in
the old downtown area are coming to fru-
ition, and ground breaking will take
place soon for a 22-acre retail shopping
center, a pedestrian-oriented *'main

n, call " envi ini
i 990- street” environment, and condominiums

New projects reflect ‘Brea Spirit’

Many projects are close on the hori-
zon in Brea, including Olen Pointe
Phase II, an upscale office and restau-
rant complex, the expansion of the
Lowe Development/Brea Marketplace
properties, and the completion of 96
new homes by Fieldstone Develop-
ment, according to a representative of
Brea Chamber of Commerce.

Several smaller housing projects
also are being completed on infill lots
in the central city, and Habitat for
Humanity is helping lower-income res-
idents build homes with ‘‘sweat equi-

Arovista Park is undergoing a ma-
jor renovation, and a new community
center is on the drawing board.

Breans recently marked its 75th
birthday with a year-long celebration
that included a citywide photo contest
and community calendar, a birthday
party for 1,000 people held in the Brea
Mall, a parade and community picnic,
and living history tours.

Brea has changed drastically in 75
years, but the “Brea Spirit” — an ac-
tive, involved citizenry that takes

cuss what type of development might
take place in Brea's “‘sphere of influ-
ence,” which encompasses 7} square
miles of unincorporated land in the
hills north of the city.

The SOI project, Future Brea, in-
volved 150 participants who toured the
area by bus; heard reports by experts
in seismology, planning, environmen-
tal issues and economics; and came to
a consensus on sensitive issues that
will affect development in the SOI
area, the representative said.

A “vision document’’ was presented
to the public and the City Council in
early 1992, and the concepts identified
within are intended to guide the devel-
opment process.

Some conclusions reached by SOI
participants include the need to pre-
serve open space by clustering devel-
opment, locate business and retail es-
tablishments next to major thorough-
fares, and explore alternative means
of transportation.

The SOI project was a result of the
city's desire to be “‘proactive” to the
development process, the representa-

and apartments. The mixed-use project
is designed to provide more housing —
especially “affordable housing™ for
young families — for a city that, accord-
ing to the Brea Chamber of Commerce,
has more jobs than residents.

The project is expected to encourage
pedestrian activity in the original heart
of the city A Historical Plaza featuring
” BEga’s older buldings also will

be part of the project.

Several major street improvements
also are in progress, with Imperial High-
way, the major east-west artery in the
city, being widened and improved over a
one-mile area between Berry and Ran-
dolph streets.

Photo t.:uurtusy Brea Historical Soclety
The building of the American
) | - Legion, Brea Post 181, stood i
meetings, wedding receptions and oth- S J n |
er special events. For more informa- o ey ol Park: T~
tion, call 990-7643. -

tive said.
City facilities may be rented for

pride in its community — hasn’t
changed a bit, the representative said.

Brea residents recently pam'cipatt;d
in an long-range planning effort to dis-
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YORBA LINDA BEAUTY

poOL HOME For oaly $219K 3BR home at the end of qUICt cul de gy

ELD nd baths ted kitchen, cathedral ceiling,
::M::f&_.m gﬁ"d’ﬁa‘:‘::;?%‘ Good ﬁﬁ&,&"’r“nﬁ ee_bome_Stere_Huner
cens, area co SI8- 3 :
Large RY parking B, rein Derrl
schools_§245.000 = - -
LIST WITH ;
THE LEADER!

This is a prime
opportunity to sell
your property. The

buyer's interest rates
are at a 20 year low.
Call

- ~
& X

RELOCATION
SPECIALIST
Thinking of buy
\ng or selling? Ca||
Roberta serving
Orange County
Real Estate peeds
for over 11 yeary
Service with re.
sults.

perta F. McMahon

. PR
YOU'LL B
SOLD oN MY
SERVICE._
BUYING or sy,

LING Please cajl
De for that earra

George Rapson

(714) 524-0520

N°T MISS THIS ONE! PRIDE

. | S370.000 s240520

OF OWNERSHIP HOME.

+ bonus room, large lot, great
1 Largest Sun County, only 4 yra
Owner relocating. Just reduced

4BR
view
| old

Tina Jimov

Office

j,“ 3 \;'n

4 BDRMS, 2 BATHS, LG KITCHEN
Do you know a buyer for this home? Beautiful custom
built home on quiet cul-de-sac. Call Tracy Guild at (714)
268-4548.

TRACY GUILD
(714) 268-4548.

Yy

EX 1
ket A A

Lo L e & oy
|, e s

E FOR ALL OF YOUR
r"f:z';:AL ESTATE NEEDS

Placentia-Brea-Fullerton ex-
perience 7 years, 18 year
Placentia resident. Call me
for all your Real [i® g

er traditional :
d‘;‘_, Call for more etails

significant edge

Dan Stackhouse signiicant edee

Tarbell Realtors

LUTELY BEAUTIFUL! EEESst
ﬁdsgnmdﬁ‘“” Jight & bright s B ;:;:Zr
L pew or. Lux A
ﬂegngmL spa, RV. $212,000. Denise Price 524
R A

Nice 2BR home on L
hm/|
AQ. - P/

30 ft deep lot. Room for 2nd
from rear to alley.
es/parking. Lrg. access o

i ; 524-0520 or 991-2

| [MUST SEE TO BELIEVE

| SEMI.CUsTOM HOME

i Johnson . Anderson
Eﬂiﬁ,ﬁ? uSeZS:lt-l(())SnZSO ) (714) 324-3012 W===) (714) zsa-sn;
o < WHEN PERFORMANCE COUrlz'rl; ol
Preferred Properties’ unique concep: eg‘ e state

3 Magnificent dream - come true. Home nestled on a
~ | one-half acre park-like mate lot, pool, s
view! 4BR + bonus rm, sq. It
900, 524-0520

=) Manager/Broker

(714) 779-9090

(714) 777.2812

SPACIOUS

with pool, wpa,
i rﬂﬂnvll:y b
. It of

. Selier 3 yru ol
sized lot - 15,000 q It
$519.000. 524-0520

AV
Kathy [saak y D‘E:l
Office

1) S40520
P

DREAM NO MORE ¢
Lovely nl]mnse by "M?;!e‘cg{'. Bruth;u.(na view! Pool,

, only old, great for entertaining, |
gl.-de-uc, pnyvr:te bk yd. $484,000. i
524-0520

f home
‘| cathedra]

ca with oﬂ\:r 2200 5q ft, lrg kit. Corian countertops,
ored closets wjof

central vacuum, inside laundry &
rganizers. Steve Hunter 324-1250

MUST SELL ONLY $159,750 X
g‘:eb:J:g buy. Eﬁlﬁﬁm 5q rzg Ig master bgr, new
3 3 area, f
i EII Phir Own/Agt. 9%6—9% g e

——
; B CE

SERVICE
-INTEGRITY
-CARING

A consistent
top producer
since 1975,
For professional
service whether
buying or selling

Marcy wogs
324.0808

T $159,750
| MOVE-IN CONDITION MUST SELL!
Beautiful single story Y.L. home. 3BR, 2BA, fam rm.
Att. 3 car gar,, gorgeous landscaping. Close to frwy.

call me today!
s e

s

Only 2 yrs old, in excellent area. Pager 324-3012.
— e

i

" | EXCEPTIONAL VALUE

manicured
| offers.

yard, good schools, shopping De
llers motival thleen

Immaculate 4 bedroom, 175 baths, fire
Anderson_268-8728

ce, well
arby. Bring in

= = PN

TWO GRANADA PARK HOMES
Placentia-PUD-Both-$249,000. 4BR, 3BA,
2335 & 2111 sq. ft., beautifully landscape
Great complex, comm. pool, spa & tennis.
Call Marcia Derrico 528-1195.
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_Few had any faith that a
video about Brea's history
would be popular. A top city
official told its co-maker,
Brian Saul, such a thing
would sell no more than
three or four copies.
Originally, 150 tapes were
made, but 260 have sold
already.

“Brea: A Walk in Time" is
part of Brea's 75th birthday
celebration. It is co-
sponsored by the Brea
Jubilee Committee and the
Brea Historical Committee.
The city’s Historical
Society recently stopped
taking groups on walking
tours of the aging downtown
because so many of the early,
significant buildings have
been torn down for
redevelopment.

“We wanted to get it all on
film while we still could,”
said Saul, the society’s vice
president.

The tape contains 125
historic photographs of the
city and rarely-seen views
inside old buildings, many of
which are no longer standing.

The video is a compilation
of short, weekly shows Saul

and Scott Pettinger, Brea’s
media specialist, produced
for Video Brea Line on
Century Cable of Southern
California. Of the 17 clips,
seven were never aired.

Featured are profiles of
pioneer families, local
explorers, the oil days,

glimpses of the first homes on
Walnut Avenue and the
earliest Christian church on
Ash Street. There are
historical tidbits. For
instance, in the 1920s, Brea
and the surrounding area
claimed more than 200,000
citrus trees. The county’s first
city-owned swimming pool,
the Brea Plunge, was such a
novel idea that few residents
possessed bathing suit. And
the suits were rented from
where they hung on
clotheslines.

Guess which building once
doubled as a church and a
pool hall.

Beside history trivia, you
can also play a game similar
to “Where’s Waldo.” It's

called “Where’s Saul?”

When Saul and Pettinger
were putting finishing
touches on the video, they
noticed one spot that was full
of static and poor sound.

“We had to film that again

Brea historical video proves
more popular than predicted

two years later,” Saul said.

“So I had to get the same
clothes on and try to edit so
nobody would notice. I'm
curious if anybody will be
able to spot that, in one place.
my hair’s a little longer, and
I'm two years older.”

The pair of video producers
were fearless, crawling along
the ground and climbing the
sides of buildings to take
certain shots.

“Well, almost fearless,”
Pettinger said.

“There were some fields I
wouldn’t go in because I'm
afraid of snakes.”

Taping along Brea
Boulevard was difficult for
Saul, a kindergarten teacher
at Arovista Elementary
School. Inevitably, at the end
of a particularly arduous and
otherwise flawless scene,
junior high school students
would yell “Hi, Mr. Saul,” or
honk their horns.

“Brea: A Walk in Time” is
available for $9.95 in the
city’s Community Services
Department, third floor of the
Civic and Cultural Center.
Eighty-five percent of the
money goes to fund future
75th jubilee events, and the

rest supports printing and
duplication costs, Saul said.

HISToOoRICA L

MAPARCH 26,1792

L e e
BREA JUBILEE JOURNAL

In 1924, Fred Thaheld and Bill
Tremaine built a low-wing mono-
plane called the Humming Bird. The
small plane was powered by a
Henderson motorcycle engine and it
crashed in 1926 during an exhibition
flight east of Brea. One of Fred’s
later planes, called “The Spirit of
John Rogers,” flew at speeds up to
250 miles per hour. It was entered in
a Pacific hop to Honolulu, but
crashed during takeoff in fog. The

early days of flying were designed

only for the most adventurous and
: %:.En.- e

= i a0 - 3
] g . = ... 8
On the wing: The Humming Bird was a small plane powered . o:aoio‘ﬂ, oo engine.
crashed In 1926 during an exhibition flight east Rvm_.on. L u<\m 3 Toreon motorcycle e -

Brea’s old baseball field
once hosted Babe Ruth

By Cerise A. Valenzuela
The Orange County Register

BREA — It was the bottom of
the ninth inning and Babe Ruth
threw the pitch.

It had been a breeze. Ruth was
pitching a shutout in an exhibition
game at the old Brea Bowl.

But as the ball was lobbed in
and across the plate, Bob Meusel
slugged it. Wham! The ball went
screaming through the air. Go-
ing. Going. Gone.

The game was Oct. 31, 1924.
Yes, long before Anaheim Stadi-
um.

The Brea game was a fund-
raiser by the Anaheim Elks Club
for its Christmas charity pro-
grams. It drew about 5,000 people
to the Brea baseball field.

.w_:.r and Meusel, both stars
with the New York Yankees,

Brea Historical Society

were the big draws, along with Babe Ruth stands with tw

, o local
hometewn hero Walter Johnson, boys in 1924 in Brea. Houses
then a member of the Washington now stand where the baseball

Senators.
nearby Olinda Village.

Johnson grew up in field was.

Meusel scored his team’s only gone. And so is the field wh
, ere
run. The game ended, 12-1. Ruth they played, where star-struck

\it two home runs.
Those home run heroes are

neighborhood kids who gathered
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Homes, belonging
Ided into lots and homes were bullt for its employees. The area Is filled with Craftsman and some
that represent the Iifestyle of the early Breans who settied this community.

Mediterranean-style homes

years of Brea's history, land

to the Union Oll Co. was subdiv-

Caring about history important

In this year of celebrating
Brea's past, isn’t it about time
we really-begin to appreciate
what'’s left of our history before
it too suffers the fate of the old
downtown?

‘Let me say right off the bat
that I'm a person who likes
architecture. No, I'm not one
who knows

everything

:hbotult) thllj o A WALK
at building

style, but I l" TIME

do know
about the B'Bﬂ.n -

architecture . ° ; :

‘of old-Brea. Because of that
and because of my.interest in
preserving our history, I feel
that it's imperative we start
now to value what we have
today before we lose it
tomorrow.

Look at the old residential
area bordered by Walnut Av-
enue, Imperial Highway, the
flood-control channel, and Ash
Street. Actually, because of re-
development, there isn’t much
left of it now, but the few
homes that are still standing
and the ones that have already
been demolished are and were
among the very oldest and most
hlstoncally lmportant in the

city.

And why did they have to go?
The -answer ‘'is simple. The
neighborhood got run down,
most people didn’t care any
longer and the area became.
ripe for redevelopment.

Now the question is, why
didn’t people care? That
answer is also easy to answer.
Many just didn’t appreciate
what they had. To most Breans,
this area had simply become
“that old neighborhood.” «

Every time I go to the
Fullerton Library, I pass
through some: very special
areas. qf that city. Street aﬂ;er
street in the downtown area is
lined by simple, older houses
built about the same time as
many of those here in Brea.
There are literally thousands

(of these homes, and what's
great about the neighborhoods

they're in is that they have be-
come places where people
want to live, not where they
have to live. Houses are well-
cared for, the neighborhoods
are clean and the owners seem
to be proud of their areas.
Coming back to Brea, we too
have sections in the downtown
area where older homes are
well cared for and where there
is pride of ownership.
Unfortunately though, there
aren’t many of these places
left. Too many have been par-
tially or totally destroyed
through redevelopment.
Beautiful old craftsman bunga-
lows, provincial revival and
Mediterranean-style homes on
the 100 and 200 blocks of Or-
ange, Flower, Redwood, Poplar
and Laurel avenues became
run-down and were replaced
by apartment houses. Many
more of these homes will be de-
stroyed in the coming years.
There is one area of the city,
though, that is still almost
totally intact and looks in many
ways like it did when the
houses lining its streets were
built almost 70 years ago. I'm
speaking of the neighborhood
surrounding old City Hall Park.
In the early years of Brea’s
history, the land there be-
longed to the Union 0il Co.
Then on June 8, 1921, it was an-
nounced that Union would sub-
divide part of this land into 62
lots and build homes for its em-
ployees, These homes would be
along what is now the 400 block
of Walnut (west side), the 400
block of Madrona (both sides)
and the east side of Sievers.
Described in the local “Brea
Star” newspaper as ‘““one of
Brea’s best locations for a
beautiful residential district,”
this new tract, continued the
“Star,” “shows the faith the
Union 0il Co. has in the future
of the city. It encourages others
to make definite plans for the
large city that is bound to de-
velop here in the future.”
Construction began soon
after the announcement was
made in the paper. Besides the

popular craftsman bungalow
homes with their low-pitched
roofs, wide porches and hori-
zontal windows grouped in
threes, there were also
Mediterranean-style homes
covered by red tile roofs. Inter-
spersed among them all were
three or four beautiful colonial
revival homes.

Especially interesting today
is the 400 block of Madrona.
Just as in Fullerton, the houses
here are well-cared for, and
there is neighborhood pride in
keeping the street a special
place to live. I've always said
that if I could move to any
place in the city, this is where
it would be.

My hope for this area is that
it becomes a place appreciated
for what it is. No, it’s not filled
with big Victorian houses that
everyone seems to love, but itis
filled with homes that rep-
resent the lifestyle of the early
Breans who settled this com-
munity.

Take a drive around this
neighborhood sometime and
really look at this beautiful col-

onial revival house at 400 S..

Madrona, the unusual crafts-
man bungalow next door at 406,
or the small Mediterranean at
416. Now continue south to the
500 block of Walnut, where

there are some wonderful

steep-roofed provincial revival

homes built in 1929. And wi it
about the beautiful houses: on-

the 300 block of Madrona?'
Aren’t all of these little homes

worth saving?

Of course, my answer is yes.
but it’s not only up to me. It's
all of our responsibility. We
just have to be aware of what
we have and take care that we
don’t lose it. It's as simple as
that. These older neighbor-
hoods that still exist are truly
special places. They certainly
don’t deserve to be lost to de-
terioration or redevelopmel\t,
as others have been, because of
us not caring until it's too

T6bl'TI Ryvew



From oil field to malls, work marks Brea’s birth

RobertChow
T”,,mmm

oes anyone remember Hall

of Fame slugger pre

Ruth pitching nine innings

and hitting two home runs at a ball-
in Brea? )

How about Brea serving as a
“Top Gun" sc)hool for World War I

ilots?
ﬁ%‘:uﬂ&x the city was almost
named Randolph, after the land
baron who wanted so badly tobe its
namesake?

Those are among a few of the
highlights _recorded in  Esther
Ridgway Cramer’s historical ac-
count of Orange County’s northern-
most city titled “Brea: The City of
0il, Oranges and Opportunity,”
published in May. .

Drawing from oral history,
newspaper archives and historical
writings, Cramer has woven a col-
orful anecdote-laden account of the
people and events that created and
shaped the city and surrounding
region. The book includes about 125
photographs. .

Brea gave the award-winning
historian Cramer a $10,000 hono-
rarium to write the book as part of
its celebration of the 75th anniver-
sary of the city's incorporation.

The book chronicles the struggle
to build a railroad, provide a
source of water and tap the lakes of
oil lying beneath the Puente Hills.

It was the latter that drew most
people to the area and later gave
the city itsname. “‘Brea’’ was what
the Spanish ranch owners called
the naturally occurring chunks of
asphalt, formed when dirt mixed
with the oil that freely oozed out of
ground even before the first well
was drilled.

Brea became notorious for the
“roughnecks and roustabouts”
who toiled in the oil fields by day
and caroused at the saloons in Ful-
lerton and Anaheim by night.

The region also once boasted as
having “The Largest Citrus Grove
in the World" during the heyday of
the Bastanchury Ranch, which
spanned about 3,000 acres in 1910.

Other noteworthy chapters in-
clude Brea’s contribution to avia-
tion in the early 1900s and the great
baseball duel in 1924 between Babe
Ruth and pitching great Walter

Johnson, who grew up in Olinda .

Village.
Among the book's shortcomings
as a historical work is Cramer’s

A street scene in Brea, just north of the Birch Street-Pomona Avenue intersection In the early 1920s.

failure to recognize the signifi-
cance of the construction of the
Orange (57) Freeway in 1972 — an
event that has shaped Brea as
much as the exploration for oil and
the growing of citrus.

The freeway helped transform
the once-isolated north county berg
into the urban mall-chic city that it
is today. Except for a few indirect
references to the freeway’s con-
struction, Cramer hardly touches
on the thoroughfare’s impact on
the city.

Cramer included City Hall along-
side Union Oil and Kirkhill Rubber
plant in the chapter titled ‘Compa-
nies that made a difference.”

_Cramer writes: “The city's oper-
ation can be compared to that of a
corporate business — the citizens
and taxpayers are the stockhold-
ers, the mayor is chairman of the
board and the city council mem-
bers are the board of directors. The
city manager, now Frank Benest,
is the president of the corpora-

- tion,”

Echoing the quasi-public-private
nature of Brea’s government, a
quote from Brea Councilman and
former Mayor Wayne Wedin adds,
“_We run a large real estate opera-
tion. . . . Our profit line isindustrial
and commercial development. . .”

“Brea: The City of Oil, Oranges
and Opportunity” can be pur-
chased for $29.95 at the Brea Civic
and Cultural Arts Center.

For more information contact
Jubi.leg Hotline at 990-7771.
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HOME ON THE ROAD — The historic Casner House catches a ride with a work crew
that maneuvered the 77-year-old home through downtown Brea in the wee hours this
moming. As it passes through the Brea Boulevard and Birch Street intersection, the
home dwarfs a man standing on the right. It took crews two hours to move the home.
The home was relocated by the Redevelopment Agency from its original perch at 207
S. Madrona Avenue to 121 Redwood Avenue, which has been slated as a “historic

(Star-Progress photo by Jack Hancock)
block” by the city. City officials and local historians have said two other historically
important homes will be relocated to the block, with the Jamison Home and the
Moseley Home both on the list to be moved. The Casner home was built in 1915 and
is the only airplane craftsman-style structure left in Brea. William D. Casner drilled the
first oil well on the Amalgamated Lease Land, east of Brea. The Casner home will be
sold and restoration left to the buver.

Fes, 26, /792



Ed O-.._de._:soo_.-:eo County zon_n.!.
This 1915 Brea house is being moved from Madrona Avenue to Redwood Street.

Historical house of Brea oil pioneer

By Cerise A. Valenzuela
The Orange County Register

BREA — One of the city's oldest
homes last week became the first
house moved to Redwood Street as
part of the city’s plan for the desig-
nated historical row.

The deteriorating two-story
house was built in 1915 by one of
Brea’s first oil pioneers — William
D. Casner. It was spared demoli-
tion at the request of the city's his-
torical committee.

In recent months, it sat at its
original location, 207 S. Madrona
Ave., surrounded by boarded
homes and empty lots. Other old
Brea homes in the neighborhood
were recently demolished to make
way for downtown redevelopment.

The Casner home has historical

and architectural significance.

Casner drilled the city’s first oil
well on the >EENMEN2& 0il
Lease property in eastern Brea,
near what is now Brea's -Evo_._w_
Golf Course. The house also is the
city's only remaining example of
an “airplane” craftsman bunga-
low, a style in which the top floor is
significantly smaller than the bot-
tom floor.

Now at 121 Redwood Ave. and
perched atop the sloped street, it
wails to be purchased and re-
stored. While the city paid $44,900
to move the house, it might not
keep it. Officials might decide to
sell it to a restorer rather than
have the city do the work.

1 envy the person who buys the
house someday,"” said Brian Saul,
a Enu&n.. of the historical com-
mittee. “I think the owner’s really

going to have something special.

“The historical committee is |
pleased that this house will be pro- |
tected (from demolition). It really |
makes the street look like a histori-
cal street when you drive by."”

Three lots remain empty on the
historical row. The city hopes to
move two other historical homes to
the street this year.

“We're trying to keep one lot free
in case we find another home in the
future that's up for demolition and
we want to preserve it,”’ Saul said.

The houses the committee rec-
ommended for moving to Redwood
Street are the former home of oil-
man Edgar Jamison, at 103 S. Wal-
nut St., and the home of another
oilman — and painter — Charles
Moseley, at 128 S. Walnut. Both

homes were built around 1911, Saul
said.

is moved in plan for designated row

MARCH 5,92
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Tracing history T

ing track of events is mission of Brea Historical moommq

ongtime residents remember
the Brea of old, with its bus-
B tling downtown and the lucra-
tive oil industry that gave rise to it.
But with much of the downtown
gone and many of the old wells dor-
mant, the city’s past remains some-
ﬂE.ﬁ of an unseen legend to the ma-
jority of the community, who ma
have heard tell of Brea's history but
have seen scant evidence of it.
Many probably do not even know of

the Old City Hall, not to mention the
treasury of local artifacts it houses.

The 200-member Brea Historical mow
ciety, whose offices are in the former
civic building at the corner of Brea
Boulevard and Date Street, is trying..
to change that. o

Recently, society President Jane . =
0'Brien has been handing out fliers at,
the city’s popular outdoor concert se-’
ries in City Hall Park to get the word™
out about the historical preservation .
group and its small museum located.a:
stone’s throw from the concert stand.

“People didn’t know Brea even had.
a historical society, and they didn’t
know where it was,” O'Brien said. |
.- A look inside the small three-room |
office reveals a number of antiques,
photos, and a library of local newspa-
pers dating back to the early uinﬂu.m

The society's most prized posses-
sion?
__“Probably the building itself,” said
Sharon Dean, who was president of
the society last year. *

Sharon Dean, past president of Brea Historical Society and Jane O'Brien, left, 'Eo:poﬁssso:ng Rowai
Euoﬁaﬁg::5»553?35.33‘%&33:3!“‘835-:%;.&:‘




it s B a n BRUCE CHAMBERS/The Orange County Register
PRACTICE NG: A worker from Snow House Movers of Garden Grove on Wednesday prepares to attach a cable to the Practice House in
order 3-..._w9r it on a lot in the 200 block of Laurel Avenue in Brea. The house, which will _88_“.“ m_..wvn:ﬂu first historical landmark, has been moved

- 1 ~rininally 23t ~n the site of the first Brea Olinda High School, where it was used in home-economics training.
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The Old City Hall, as it has been
called since the Brea Civic and Cul-

istorical mon_na. s
Yhe. Spanah sy

e e
which was BEE-M& E!ﬂ%umu
the former location of not only the
city's civic offices, but its fire de-
partment as well.

The building's north wall, along
Date Street, EEEEE&SH

out &. The garage
was converted to office space long
ago, but the glass panes of its twin
doors still remain.

The historical society recently
3-2_& its own offices to include

{the former City Council chambers,

“where an exhi S?E._:s__nnu

(tury furniture is on display, as well
-as a number of photographs depict-

:_E Brea during that period.

- “Home Sweet Home" features
four rooms — living room, sewing
room, kitchen, and back _x._.n._ -
decorated with vintage appliances,
fixtures, clothes and other furnish-

HISTORY: Historical moo_me tracks town lore -

The society also has two Bu_omo—
the La Habra Valley Progress.
They are believed to be the oldest

in existence covering

The top stories of the Aug. 6, 1915
edition: -u!uﬂﬂr:.k.ﬁ:&

in one of the city's oldest
EE?.EB@. It closes Satur-

!:.o historical society has sought
to have Sam's Place moved a block
away into the city's Heritage
Block, a proposed retail and resi-

dential project nonEEm on Em
city’s past.

Three historic downtown build-
ings are to be reconstructed in the
project. The La Habra Valley
Bank, for instance, is to be torn
down and rebuilt using its original
bricks.

Critics have said this pays only
lip service to preservation, and
have taken the historical society to
task for not doing more to preserve
the city's historic structures, ac- .
cording to Dean.

“We've tried to preserve small :

| things we can save for the future,”

she said.

The society also has saved some
big things, such as the ten-foot
wooden oil rig wheel in its Heritage
0il Exhibit.

The collection of tools and ma-
chinery from Brea’s oil boom days
is on permanent display at the
south side of the Old City Hall.

The Brea Historical Society, lo-
cated at 401 S. Brea Blvd., is open
most Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m., or by appointment. Call (714)
256-2283 or (714) 529-6173 for infor-
mation.
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SNAPSHOTS: Brothers recall the early days

Brothers ,
floorher |
with stories

As a card-carrying member
of the Brea Historical Society,
I appreciate the 1992 Jubilee
Year efforts to record Brea
history in books and on video-
tape. But whether we like to
think of it or not, 1993 has al-
ready taken the first steps to b — : Zi -
becoming history and future ae i T2 : — S —
historians would be delighted if Photo Courtesy of Brea Historical Society
we took the time to write down 5 pistorical photo shows oil field workers in front of simple wood-frame homes.

wu:ﬂwwh_ ._.w_“_ mmwﬁmmu ghour Hundreds of such dwellings were built during the heyday of Brea's oil production.

Even the 1970s-era Brea
qualifies as history to me,
since my family didn’t arrive
here until 1981. So I was de-

lighted to discover that the two

brothers laying vinyl flooring
in my kitchen before the holi-
days were native Breans with
plenty of stories to share.

Of course, Gordon Green-
bank, 38, and Robin Greenbank,
35, needed to be convinced that
their recent childhoods were
indeed “history.” But with
that hurdle behind us, the tales
began:

In 1954, Canadians John and
Elsie Greenbank came to Cali-
fornia where John had landed
a job in Anaheim. They finally
found a nice house they could
afford for §7,400, but it was out
in the sticks in a small town
called Brea. Gordon was born
that year, and his address was
804 Willow.

Gordon,; Robin and a third
brother, John, now 36, didn’t
have any traffic to deal with
when they walked home from
Laurel School. They rode their
bikes ‘‘anywhere we wanted,”
left them unlocked in front of
the Brea Theatre for the 25-
cent matinees, and “‘rode our
bikes straight down Brea Bou-
levard with no traffic” to the
pet shop where Gordon worked
for 50 cents a day.

In 1965, the Greenbanks sold
their Willow home for $15,000

and eo_m«_z a two-story home
on Deadora near State College.

Lambert Road ended with a
stop sign at Brea Junior High, -
the brothers said, and the orig-
inal extension — a dirt access
road to the oil fields — became
Deadora.

The brothers recalled going
go-cart riding with their dad at
the Old Carbon Canyon road
where the regional park now
sits; racing slot cars at Tom'’s
Bike and Hobby Shop in what
is now the Brea Heights Shop-
ping Center; joining the rest of
the town for a swim at the
Brea Plunge and stopping at
Tastee Freeze (near today’s
Big O Tires) on the way home;
sneaking into Shaffer Tools
and confiscating pop bottles,
the proceeds of which went to-
ward “a whole bunch of candy
for a nickel;” and being on the
receiving end of a shotgun full
of rock salt delivered by a
farmer intent on keeping :
youngsters away from his or-
ange trees.

There were cattle grazing on
the ranch that became the
Brea Mall; orange groves
along Lambert Road, east of
Kirkhill; and a date factory
near the railroad tracks. Brea
Olinda High School’s farm
lands extended to what is now
the 57 Freeway and State Col-
lege Boulevard ended at the
railroad tracks just pst Lam-
bert.

The Greenbacks also re-
membered 18-cent McDon-
ald’s; washing dishes for $1.35
an hour at Robert’s Coffee
Shop; a town party when the
population hit 10,000 making
Brea ‘not a town anymore, but
a real city;’’ Cub Scout meet-
ings at Legion Hall; and Boy
Scout Troop One meetings un-
der the direction of ‘‘Mike
Murphy’s dad — you know,
Z..... Murphy.

prea Junior High memories

included marching with the
Breanaires school band in the
annual Brea parade; smog so
bad that eyes burned, Mount
Baldy couldn’t be seen, and
school was canceled; catching
polliwogs in the black run-off
water in the Kirkhill drainage
ditch that led from the plant
along Birch to Poplar; and the
glorious days when loads of
Kirkhill’s ‘‘super balls’’ es-
caped into the drainage ditch.
“I got in real bad trouble with
my mom because I went after
those super balls in the black
water while I was wearing my
white band uniform,” Gordon
remembered.

Gordon also remembered
when eighth-grader Jim Bick-
el's spikes went through his
own bare foot during track
practice, and Gordon ended up
with 80 stiches. ‘A kid named
Ron Hawkins brought my
homework to me faithfully for
three weeks. Then at our
class’s 20th reunion last year, I
heard he died a few years ago.
I never forgot what he had
done for me.”

_Brea’s Pepper Tree Protests

occurred about junior high
time for the Greenback broth-
ers. ‘‘Brea’s welcome mat
from the north were pepper
trees along North Brea Boule-
vard, from Lambert to Cen-
tral. They enclosed the whole
street like a tunnel. The trees
were torn down to widen Brea
Boulevard. We had sit-ins at
schools and everything to pro-
test,” Gordon said.

High school days at the old
Birch Street campus included
a “‘Highway History”’ class for
Robin — a three-week summer
school class that included a
flight to the Midwest and a bus

AN, 74 1993

. tour of the East Coast inclua-

ing Niagara Falls, Washington,
D.C. and Gettysburg — and
plenty of sports for the Green-
bank boys. Football, wrestling
and track were on the list for
all three boys, with father

John as ““a big booster’” and
Gordon as Athlete of the Year.

“Progress’ was part of the
Greenbank family history, too.
“‘Our Deadora house is now a
right-hand turn lane (the house ¥
was torn down for the Lam- "
bert Road widening project) .
and our high school is Toys R
Us,” the brothers chorus.

Dad died in 1977. Mom Elsie
adapted to the relocation from
her Deadora home pretty well,
the boys said, but succumbed
to cancer just a few months
ago. John is living in San Cle-
mente, Robin is ‘“‘just across
the line”’ in Fullerten where he
moved to be with his mother
during her last year and Gor-
don and his family live in Pla-
centia.

“I like Brea and I want my
kids to go to school here. But I
went away to Chico State, and
I couldn’t afford a house in
Brea when I moved back in
’87,” Gordon said.

Although their recollections
took different tangents as their
stories unfolded, the two broth-
ers agreed on one central
theme.

“What I remember about
Brea,”* Robin said, ‘“‘is that
Brea was nice and small.”




It's new,
but the
history
Is long

The Alexander/Dean

Wienerschnitzel link
By Beth Curtis
Brea Progress

he new stucco building

an Lambert Road with

the familiar red and or-
ange-trimmed ‘W™ logo out
front may look like any other in
the fast food restaurant chain.
But along with hot dogs and
chili cheese fries, Brea's new
Wienerschnitzel holds history
behind its walls.

Although downtown redevel-
opment relocated Wienerschnit-
zel from the corner of Brea
Boulevard and Birch Street to
Lambert Road this fall — up
the street and over one block —
the property under the old
building has belonged to the

“same family for almost 50
years.

In 1945, an empty building
stood on the lot at 145 S. Brea
Boulevard, then Pomona Ave-
nue. It was purchased by Brea
residents Dayton and Viva Al-
exander, and was operated suc-
cessfully as a market until a
fire destroyed it in 1964. Day-

-

ALEXANDERS

Photo courtesy of the Alexander famil

This Is Alexander's market at 145 S. Brea Bivd., purchased in 1945.

This

Special to the Brea Progrest
Is the Wienerschnitzel built on the Alexander property in the mid-1960s.

MARKET

ton’s death, just a month after
the fire, and the family’s not
wanting to operate another
store, prompted them tolook for
someone to lease the property
before rebuilding.

Der Wienerschnitzel fast food
restaurant was expanding rap-
idly at the time, and so the 67th
store in the fast food chain was
built in Brea. It remained on
the Brea Boulevard lot for al-
most 30 years. -

Now, bulldozers push through
the dirt of the lot in sync with
the city’s plans for downtown
revitalization. Soon an exten-
sion of Birch Street will cut
across the lot.

But the Brea Boulevard prop-
erty has seen many changes
over the years. In the early

1920s volunteer firefighters were
summoned to the spot by the ring-
ing of a bell. In 1922 the site was
chosen for a new city hall, although
the plans there did not pan out.

Sharon (Alexander) Dean, a
Brea resident, and Franklin Alex-
ander, now own the relocated prop-
erty, that was once their parents’.
They aim to maintain the histori-
cal aspects. )

This year, while demolition of
the familiar Brea Boulevard Wien-
erschnitzel building was awaited,
construction began on Lambert
Road. A sense of continuity came
with the new building. Gildner &
Shanks Construction Co., Inc. built
the original red A-frame restau-
rant on Brea Boulevard-28 years
ago. Now a partner of Western
States Development Corp., Fred
Gildner also built the new 1990s-

style  Wienerschnitzel, ~which
opened Nov. 17. L
The Alexander/Dean family

pitched in to make the rebuilding a
family effort. An employee for Ry-
koff-Sexton Co., Franklin worked
on the kitchen and interior of the
new building. Sharon's sons Mark,
a mason, and Jeff, who drives a
cement truck, helped with con-
struction. Her husband Larry was
overseer.

AND

- But not all traces of the orig 1nal
building are lost. Dean holds _m her
wwg% a tangible part of the histo-

Paperwork that Viva Alexander

saved over the years has now be-
come a valuable historical record.
In an album are kept photos of the
original market, the original deed
of trust, supply orders for the mar-
ket, 1966 Brea Planning Commis-
sion agendas and newspaper arti-
cles narrating the history of the
property over the fifty-year span.

“‘We’re losing so much,”’ she said
regarding redevelopment in Brea,
““We want to at least save the paper
trail.”

Stories of Alexander’'s market
that Sharon and Franklin remem-
ber and that their mother, Viva,
related through her oral history,
tell of days when accounts were
held for residents and deliveries
were made to them. Blue Chip

WEINERSCHNITZEL
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stamps were exchanged for meat
and sugar, and men sat on a bench
in front of the store and talked
about the topics of the day.

From the actual buildings, the
family has only the safe from the
market, but salvaged peices from
the Wienerschnitzel roof and an
outdoor umbrella.

Dean said they have kept the
property in the family both for sen-
timental and practical reasons.
“We felt our parents wanted it to
be a family thing and it's also a
good investment,” she said.

“‘If we had our choice, we would
have stayed right where we were,"
Dean said. But business has been
very good at the new location, she
said, with a different clientle com-
ing in from nearby businesses on -
Lambert ‘Road. ‘I think every-
thing turned out really, really
well.”’

- Special to the Brea Progress
This is the new Welnerschnitzel opened on Lambert Road in November.
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Back to the future

By Aaron Boehme

Brea Progress
[ Brea Boulevard, |

ﬁmmn_a._,b_._e—u_.:' .

> :vmm_nnuim_r&::.n? §mmmuo_a0.2:m__.84m.
blocks down Brea Bou- Brea Bivd.

WHEN: 11 am. to 2 p.m. Sat-

urday and 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Wednesday through year end

levard before barking dogs
shocked him awake near
Emily's, a truck-stop diner
between Birch and Ash

Streets.

I think someone from tore down Sam’s Place last
Sam’s Place asked me if I month. Most of the other
was in trouble or needed help,  buildings Phillips passed on
and I got scared and ran all his nocturnal trek also recent-
the way around the block,"’ ly made way for redevelop-
Phillips, 47, said. ment.

Emily’s disappeared de-
cades ago. Construction crews

Stan Bjrd’Brea Progress
Amy Hampson, 12, and sister Beth, 15. compare a picture of the
ongmnal with a replica ol the Shaffer Tool Works oil well recently at the
Brea Historical Society exhibit.

; Brian
Saul, president of the Brea Historical
Society, shows Brandon Hampson, 9, a
wide angle view of old downtown Brea.
See page 1 for more information on the
exhibit. J




Salvaging
the
past

Photos by Stan Bird

TOP: Photos of Old Brea on exhibit at
the Brea Historical Society evoke
smiles from Bernard and Helen Swart.
RIGHT: History buffs peruse displays in
Old Brea Citv Hall =~
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BHS preserves city's past

r. Paul Bolie dangled a

valuable incentive in

front of his students as
he presented the assignment to
his seventh-grade history class:
Extra credit to anyone who
writes at least 50 sentences on
Brea’s history.

Then he turned on the video-

tape.

As stories and images of
Brea's past came alive on
“Brea: A Walk in Time,” stu-
dent Joanna Montes grabbed her
pen. She could really use the
extra credit, and putting a few
interesting facts on paper
wouldn't be too hard.

She wrote furiously. The
problem, she discovered, was
that ALL the facts were inter-
esting.

“I just kept taking more and
more notes," said Joanna, a 16-
year-old junior at Brea Olinda
High School. ““Everything was
so Interesting to me. It was all
so amazing. Did you know that
Brea Boulevard was once just a
dirt road with a few buildings
on it? And there used to be an
airport here?”

Joanna's enthusiasm for Brea
history must have communicat-
ed itself well in her extra-credit
paper. She earned runner-up
status in an essay contest cen-
tered on Brea's 75th birthday,
entitled “Brea: A Citizen's
View of Brea's History."”

A few years later, at the 1994
Fourth of July Country Fair,
Joanna's continued interest in
Brea's history drew her to the
Brea Historical Society display.
BHS board member Sally Rath-
mell sensed her enthusiasm and
suggested she consider joining
the society as a student repre-
sentative. Soon another board
member, Brian Saul, joined the
discussion. ’

‘“Mr. Saul was my kindergar-
ten teacher at Arovista School,”
Joanna said. ‘‘When he asked
me if I would be interested in
being on the board, of course I
said ‘yes.’ "’ -

Joanna said her first board
meetings were a struggle to un-
derstand how to preserve his-
toric'buildings.

A lot of what they said was
confusing at first,”” she re-
called. ‘‘But then I got to see
the buildings they were talking
about, and T understood.”

Born in Argentina, Joanna
came to Brea just in'time for
kindergarten, figured she
wasn't the only teen-ager who
didn’t know much about Brea’s
past. She convinced the society
to put together a historical ex-
hibit at the high school last
spring. The exhibit centered on
old Brea Olinda Gusher year-
books, football memorabilia,
old high school books'and pic-
tures from the old high school.

“There were lots of kids like
'me who hadn’t-even seen the
old high school,”” she said.

JOANNA MONTES

“‘People my age should know
the history of where they live.
I'd like to see the Historical So-
ciety be more active in the
school system, sending speak-
ers out to talk to children at the
schools, and tell them interest-
ing facts about Brea history."

Learning about Brea’s history
has been made easier by the
late_st'Brea Historical Society
exhibit, “‘Brea Boulevard: Yes-
terday, Today and Tomorrow."”

The display of photos and arti-
facts from Brea Boulevard
businesses fills the two-room
Brea Historical Museum at Old
City Hall, and spills out into the
hallway where visitors walk be-
tween “East Side; West Side”’
photographic views of Brea
Boulevard in the 1970s.

The display, compiled by
BHS President Brian Saul and
board members Helen Swart,
Herc Roeser and Sharon Dean, is
dominated by the back bar of
the old Imperial Cafe taproom,
advertised as the “finest cock-
tail bar in Orange County.” The
bar itself boasted an oil derrick
motif. The cafe was located on
the west side of Brea Boule-
vard, north of Imperial High-
way, on a spot later occupied
by Brea Boats.

Also in the room is the cock-
tail sign from Sam’s Place and
a 1970s photo of the business
when'it had a green facade. The
wooden letters spelling “US
Post Office” line one wall,
saved by the management of
That Frame Place when it took

over the old post office’s Brea
Boulevard location years ago.

There's memorabilia from
the Red Lantern Theatre, where
Judy Garland performed in
1938, and where adult films
were shown in the 1970s. And
there’s an interesting collection
‘lj; lczdg‘sa and ends fron? about

t attests to the i
nature of historical dx'smverym

““Three years ago, I saw
some guys digging around the
ground on the west side of Brea
Boulevard, north of Ash,” Saul
said. ““About 1914 or 1915, there
was not trash pickup in the city,
so businesses used to dump
their trash in a hole behind
their stores. The men were
looking for collectible glass bot-
tles, but they gave me the other
stuff they found."

Included among the found
pieces: pottery and dishes,
forks, a child's toy pitcher and
an old lightbulb.

Another piece of Brea history
was “‘refound” just a few weeks
ago, Saul said. Architect Don
Schweitzer, working on the his-
torical restoration of Old City
Hall far use as the Brea Lions -
Scout Center, was convinced
that the original building did
not have doors at its entry
arch, but no one could prove it.
As luck would have it, Saul was
digging through some old BHS
exhibit pieces and found the
proof: an early picture of Old
City Hall without doors. Close |
examination of the photo con-
vinced the two men that the!
open entry led to two glass &
doors further inside. The re;
ration will reflect the same de-
sign.

The second room of the Brea
Historical Museum is devoted to
a recreation of the office of W.D.
Shaffer, owner of Shaffer Tool
Works, and includes the major
pieces of his office furniture.
The Shaffer name has been on
the minds of BHS members a
lot lately, this time in regard to
the Shaffer Fountain that once
dominated City Hall Park’s
Rose Garden.

The fountain, in place from
1948 to 1969, was founded by the
employees of Shaffer Tool
Works. Plagued by mainte-
nance and vandalism problems,
it was dismantled in 1969 with
the city’s pledge that it would
one day be rebuilt, Saul said.
The Brea Historical Society
hopes the fountain’s design will
be incorporated in one of the
fountains being considered for
the “‘new’’ Birch Street.

“Brea Boulevard: Yesterday,
Today and Tomorrow” is open
to visitors each Saturday from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m., and on
Wednesday nights during the
city’s Concerts in the Park. For
more information call the Brea
Historical Society at 256-2283. -
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" Brea

New Center Aims to Capture
Spirit of City’s History, but Some
Residents Still Miss Their
Small-Town ‘Main Street’

By JOHN POPE
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

REA —Inez Fanning fondly recalls the days

when she could stroll through the city's

downtown—past furniture shops, markets

and pharmacies—and greet by name nearly
everyone she passed.

On holidays, Fanning remembers, Boy Scouts
would place American flags along the sidewalks.
And outside the Red Lantern Theater, where Judy
Garland once performed, vendors sold popcorn in
purple and green striped bags for just pennies.

“It was a regular old-fashioned main street,” said
Fanning, 80, whose family came to Brea at the turn
of the century to seek jobs in the burgeoning oil
industry.

Today, almost nothipg exists of the downtown
that locals affectionately called “Good Old Brea.”
The land has been cleared for a $125-million
redevelopment project that began in the mid-1980s.

One of the project’s aims is to recapture the spirit
of that historic downtown, but many residents like
Fanning speculate that the cost of progress may
have been too great.

Many point with pride to the work already
completed along Brea Boulevard: a contemporary
shopping center with a Ralphs supermarket, Block -
buster video store, Starbucks coffeehouse and other
stores built to replace old buildings, many of which
had become blighted and inhospitable.

A block away, construction crews are working on
the first of two 900-space parking structures, and
later this year a contemporary promenade with
European-style cafes, shops, fountains and a 22-

e - mWmEma W

Some
merchants
who were
displaced
remain
bitter about
theloss of
their shops
and
restaurants.

s a big part Brea’s history, and some
of the old derricks are still standing.

Photos by MARK BOSTER / Los Angeles Times
Inez Fanning, 80, whose family moved to the area at the turn of the
century for oil field work, can recall the days of ‘“Good Old Brea.”
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Fourth of July past, present
blending in precious memory

nd, the beat goes

on ... at the Brea Coun-

try Fair July 4. Brea
resident John Hanna recalled
that many years ago, his whole
family used to go to their local
parade.

He was really impressed with
those in the Armed Forces
marching in the parade. He had
three brothers and two sisters
who, later as teens, enjoyed
Fourth of July weekends at the
bay near Rochester, New York,
sailing.

Their :::.w. picnics usually
included hot dogs, salad and, of
course, watermelon.

“‘Oh, don’t forget the corn,”
he would say. John's sister and
her husband raised corn on 400
acres. Can you imagine how
good that early corn tasted? It
was sweet as sugar. 4

‘‘Oftentimes,”” John said,
“We joined with other families
in the neighborhood where the
adults put on their own fire-
works show. When you were
seven or eight, you got to hold a
sparkler. Gee, that was neat!”

He said, “July Fourth is spe-
cial for me. I was in the Navy
during World War 1I and on

July 3, 1946, I was discharged at
Lido Island. :

“Freedom should _ﬂ a cw“.oo_w_

ing to Americans. My wife

anﬁm and I have traveled to Eu-
rope, perhaps a dozen times. If
you look at the monarchy in
England and all the traditions
and years of existence, our

freedom is far more precious.

““We determine who will be
our leaders. We have five chil-
dren and have tried to continue
the family tradition of bringing
the family to the park on the
Fourth, enjoying the holiday.
God Bless America!”

|

While visiting with neighbors
at the Republican Women's
baby beautiful contest, I spot-
ted Bill Higgins and his wife.
Knowing that Bill is a ‘*home
town’’ boy, I wanted some Brea
memories. Bill explained that
he really is a ‘*home town’’ boy.

“Of my kindergarten class,
half were born at home and half
at the New Cottage Hospital in
Fullerton. When my mother
gave birth, the doctor said,

“Let’s go to that new Cottage

Hospital.’

Bill said that the Fourth pro-
vided an opportunity for fam-
ilies to get together and shoot
off fireworks in the middle of
the street.

‘“There were no cars on the
road and we had, I think, only
two policemen in town. They
generally knew that everyone
was going to do the same thing,
so that was the scene for the
day. I have three brothers and
one sister and I usually palled
around with my brother John.
We would take turns setting off
firecrackers.””

1 asked, ‘‘Did you ever put
one of them under a tin can to
see how high it would go?"’

**Of course,” he replied, “‘and
we also did some other things."”

1 didn’t ask about those *‘oth-
er” things. Bill continued, ‘It
was a big treat when we went
to Huntington Beach to see the
fireworks display at the pier.
No one else had such a big
event.

“Otherwise, as kids, we
would ride our bikes from one
street to another to see the fire-
works shows. I also remember
the parades down Brea Boule-
vard and the fireworks displays
at the high school on Birch.
Just can’t beat Fourths like
that!”

Jovial Councilman Marty Si-
monoff was enjoying conversa-
tions with friends and neighbors
when he broke away to visit
with me.

**As you have heard from oth-
ers, Wade, this” — as he ges-
tured across the park — “‘isa
little bit of America.” Marty
told me that he thinks of the en-
tire history of America and
what we enjoy.

*“It makes me think of all
those things that others did,
that are embodied in the Fourth
of July.”” Marty said that his
family often joined in the block
parties in their neighborhood.

With a big smile, twinkling
eyes and a body that was

Please see THE HILL/19
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bouncing up and down, “baby’’
candidate was performing for
the baby beautiful contest to his
mother’s delight. Stacy Dopson
Gray, holding son Austin Gray,
grandson of Don and Georgia
Dopson of Brea, told me that all
during the time she attended
Fanning, Brea Junior High and
Brea Olinda High School, the
family attended the event at
City Hall Park.

My brother John and I liked
the Fourth at the park since we
saw all our friends. As a cheer-
leader, our group had a dunking
booth and we loved going to the
plunge,” Stacy recalled.

Joseph and Kevin Creagh,
sons of Richard and Iris
Creagh, both agreed that the
Fourth was a special day. Jo-
seph told me that the family
has breakfast at Millie’s, at-
tends the park celebration and
then goes to a movie. Kevin,
who. will be attending Fullerton
College, agreed with his broth-
er, adding, ‘‘Sometimes park-

Carl Brydon (who did calligra-
phy for the baby contest certifi-
cates), the Fannings, Bob Shay-
er, Roy Moore wearing a red,
white and blue stovepipe hat,

ing is tough."' He added that the
Fourth at Old City Hall Park is
like a big family celebration.

Brea City Clerk Elaine Capps
was busy assigning judges for
the beautiful baby contest. She
paused to give me her impres-
sions of the Fourth.

Elaine grew up in Los Ange-
les. One thing that was fresh in
her mind was how the palm
trees would catch on fire from
fireworks.

““We lived near the Coliseum
and the family would attend.
We did family things which in-
cluded grandparents, aunts, un-
cles and cousins with the em-
phasis on fun.” She reminded
me of the fun we had during the
Bonanza Day Parade, either as
mcmﬁmawm or part of the pa-

rade.

|

Yes, the Brea Country Fair is
also a tradition for the Man-
surs. Over the years we've par-
ticipated in a variety of ways.
Best of all is the meeting and
greeting of acquaintances like
the “lady in purple,” Edna Ma-
kins (her car is purple, t00),

Susan Gaede, the Riders, and
Womn Marie Norris, to name a
ew.

Across America in towns
small and large, American fam-

ilies are united by Fourth of
July activities that exude the
spirit of liberty upon which our
nation was founded and contin-
ues to flourish.
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ferent states.

The neighborhood enterprises had a
confident, make-do spirit. Brea was the
frontier,

Dad took the station wagon to his new
job at Union Oil every day, leaving Mom
out here on the edge of the world with-
out strip mall or bus line. This detail

. about her experience always gives me

pause, yel it pales in light of the fact
that she was, at 29, a suburban house-
wife with five, then six kids — all of us

* under 8.

That first hot summer, we kids fol-
lowed tar trucks around as they rolled
out sticky black streets. We tried to in-
gratiate ourselves with the terse work-
men who were framing up more houses
around us, and collected scraps of new
two-by-fours for building blocks.

We piled up tumbleweeds on vacant
lots for forts. We took for granted that
little toads sprang away from every
good-sized rock we turned up, and that
the air whirred with grasshoppers on
summer afternoons.

Can this really be the right Oleander
Avenue? It's so compact! These houses
have all shrupk, and they’ve bunched so
closely together!

They once stood far apart, each on its
own raw, dusty lot, waiting brightly for
driveways and sidewalks. Now they're
couched in substantial shrubs and trees.

They look great, owner-occupied and
taken care of. Oh, good, I think. It was
sound construction after all.

I cruise around a few blocks, still dis-
believing the small, close scale of every-
thing. When I was 6, every place — a
neighbor’s house, the school bus stop —
meant getting out on a walk. Now it all
seems within arm'’s reach.

Those crazy white and pastel gravel
roofs of the '50s have been replaced, of
course, with sensible shingles or tile.
And the edgy Necco wafer exterior col-
ors — our house was turquoise — have
given over to creamier tones.

I drive back and park. Dad worked in
this little yard on weekends, but it's
Mom I recall now, out here in her shorts
on those 90-degree summer days, point-
ing the nozzled hose up at the roof and
trying to cool down the rooms inside.
Those houses offered the novelties of
dishwashers and scratchy room-to-room
intercoms, but no air conditioners.

The second summer, she had six kids
down with measles at the same time.

She darkened the hot bedrooms with
blankets over the windows, and we lay
there fussing with the dime-store sun-
glasses she had bought for us. We were
listening to the radio because we
weren't supposed to strain our cyes
watching our new TV. The baby cried.

Chicken pox followed shortly. Once |
had a violent allergic reaction to a bee
sting. When onc of my sisters was fever-
ish and Mom had her bend over and
touch her toes, my keen second-grader's
instinct knew Mom was thinking about
polio.

Every weekday afternoon, the Helms
bakery truck would come whistling up
and down the streets, and Mom would
hail it as often to buy cigarettes as
bread. The breadman kept cartons of
his customers' brands stuck between the
drawers of wonderful-smelling glazed
doughnuts that he would pull out — with
we kids standing on tiptoes to see.

Our Mom was always different from
the homely, down-to-earth mothers that
most of my Catholic school pals had.
She was pretty and slight, daydreamy,
and took delight in things irreverent or
whimsical, such as her friend Connie
dabbing My Sin" perfume on a kitten.

I get out of the car and walk over to
our house. The drapes are closed, which
is fine with me — I've decided not to
knock on the door. It's enough to see
things and take a few pictures. Unlike
weekend mornings 40 years ago, people
aren’t out in their yards.

My parents' story is a sad one in the
long run, but it wasn't sad then, when
they were raising their kids in this mod-
est tract house, out here on the edge of
your Southern California. Their lives
were presumptuous and a bit off-kilter,
like people’s lives are when they're still
in their 20s. But it seems that back then,
they had as good a shot at their dreams
as any of their neighbors here.

Still gazing at the house, I smile at the
party balloons tied to the porch. Another
family’s story in progress.

Connie had four daughters, and their
Dad was hardly ever home, Their house
was one street over. Mom told me later
that after Dad was laid off, Connie had
the milkman add our bill to her fam-
ily’s, saying that her husband wouldn't
notice.

. Mom and Connie would sit out on the
patio or at the kitchen table while we
kids played, fought and whined around
them. We resented it when they regard-
ed us as entertainment.
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Far left: Anne
(at left) in snap-
shot with her
family in Brea.
Near left: Anne
Dwire today

Once Connie blew air into a big paper
bag and put it in the center of the table,
and she and Mom chuckled as one by
one we kids camg around wanting to
know what was in it.

I surmise that they had teamed up to
avoid going.straight out of their lively,
worricd minds. When I consider how
tough my fragile mother really was, |
often remember her as she was here in
Brea.

Lately, willing myself through a
stretch of difficult days, I realize that
Mom knew all about difficult days. My
hunch is that she and Connie were quick
studies of the evidence that their new
suburban housewife roles were a set-up,
and that their souls were in jeopardy.

Even if there had been daycare back
then, I believe that there wouldn't have
been any jobs out here for Mom and
Connie. I shake my head at my '90s pro-
vincialism: As if “career development”
was the solution.

1 think. My own so-called career is
looking like a set-up to me lately.

Me, I'm never home, 1 say to people. I
work all the time, I say — I'm on the
road, on sales calls, on the car phone. |

have a different life than my mother
had, I say that’s for surc.

But each generation has its own bill of
goods to negotiate, I'm discovering.
Each comes upon new traps to step
around.

Connie would become a divorcee, and
Mom and Dad would lose this house and
decline into their problems. We kids
turned out fine, though — all eventual
nine of us. We're past the young age
Mom and Dad were here in Brea, and
sometimes still, we look at each.other,
impressed, thinking, how about that?
We're okay, aren't we?

I leave Oleander Avenue and drive out
onto Imperial Highway. It was a good lo-
cation, I note, marveling at the array of
retail stores.

I come upon Brea Mall. A mall, right
here! I think of the Helms man again.

It didn’t just happen, we kids doing all
right. It was sound construction after
all. We're okay because of the good, in-
tentions and tenacity of the young moth-
er who got up every morning in that
house and did her best in a tedious, har-
rowing situation. I recall an Easter
snapshot, we girls lined up wearing
headbands Mom had made, with artifi-
cial flowers and little veils.

Driving away through smog-filtered
sunshine, I set aside my Northwest prej-
udices and recognize the integrity of
Brea. Thoroughly franchised, laced with
chrome, Southern Californian to the
bone: For all that, it has the feel of a
smart, thriving community. o

I bet the schools are good. Its vitality
honors Mom and her colleagues, who
waxed the first linoleum put down out
here, back when Brea began growing
into itself.




Memories: Visitor never very far from her

By Anne Dwire
For the Brea Progress

Editor’s note: Anne Dwire recently returned

) Brea, where she spent part of her child-
nood. The following is an account of her re-
cent return to the city and the memories it
brought back. Dwire, a former junior high
school English teacher, lives in Seattle, where
she works for a textbook-publishing company.

olitary and childless, I maneuver

around jumpy toddlers in the lob-

by of the Disneyland Hotel. Be-
fore my flight back to Seattle, I'll go
take a look at the house in Brea where

my family lived when I was 6 and 7.
_The child in me is as excited as these
fidgeting kids, wondering, is time travel
real? I smile past baggage-laden par-
ents and make it to the door, feeling as
if I'm giving the slip to Saturday chores.

The first surprise is that my rental
car drive from Anaheim is short. I re-
member Disneyland seeming very far
away when we lived in Brea. Everything
was.

My sister and Lrode the school bus 45
minutes to St. Philip’s School in Fuller-
ton, gazing out at little farms and crag-
gy oil fields. I'm looking at car lots

along the asphalt corridor of Harbor
Boulevard. Our school bus must have

€€ |t was 1957 when Mom and
Dad made the heady move here
from Montana on Dad's job
transfer ... Brea was the

frontier. 93

meandered all o<mq the foothills to pick
up rural kids — and look, the signs for
Fullerton are right here.

rea childhood

Palm trees, so nonchalantly outland-
ish, were among the first things I loved
about California as a child. Here they
still stand, in league with goofy commer-
cial architecture to save this landscape
from utter flat drabness.

It was 1957 when Mom and Dad made
the heady move here from Montana on
Dad’s job transfer. They bought into one
of the new housing developments that
were being scooped out of the orange
groves, and put in a lawn and patio
alongside other young parents from dif-

Please see MEMORIES/3



Brea Hotel
returns to
old glory

By Danielle Benson
. Brea Progress

The Brea Hotel is moving back
to its turn-of-the-century ﬂw_o_._.‘.

After movers relocate the his-
torical building to allow for the
widening of Brea Boulevard, a
complete overhaul will follow.

The City Council on April 16
opted to rehabilitate the antique
edifice rather than tear it down.
“It's a historical resource and an
asset that we must preserve,”
Mayor Pro Tem Glenn Parker
said at the council study session.
“But I would like to keep the
original use of retail on the bot-
tom and residential on top.”

The project will occur in three
phases: ;
» Moving the existing building
farther back on the lot, prepar-
ing new foundations on the per-
manent site and restoring the ex-
terior facade.
» The second phase calls for re-
habilitating the first floor.
» Reworking the second floor
comes in phase three.

L
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ine puianng nas significant
character remaining. With rea-
sonable work and care the exteri-
or can be restored,” structural
engineer Melvyn Green wroté in
a report. “The interior can be
rehabilitated and the building
would continue to be of economic
value and be a reminder of the
city’s heritage. The building
would be brought back to its 1910-
era appearance.’’

The projected cost for the relo-
cation and restoration is about
$1.5 million. Council members
said the building is worth the
cost.

““This is the last bulding for the
downtown and we've gotten a lot
of support for relocating or
demo-ing others,” Councilwom-
an Bev Perry said. “If there’s
any way to do it without going
way out of wack, then I believe
we need to.”

Final details about plans for
the hotel’s future will be present-
ed to council members once re-
habilitation is under way. But
council members expressed in-
terest in keeping the original for-
mat — retail shops on the bottom
and apartments up top.



1830; The Brea Municipal Plunge,
buit n 1927 and opened in 1928,
was the first swimming pool buit by
a city in Orange County. The

was one of e Spanishtye
structures buit at City Hall Park in
the 19205, the others being Brea's
first Gty Hall and police station. Land
for the park, at 440 S, Brea Biv,
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‘Told In Newspapers

°  Fifty years.ago Brea resi-
dents were reading newspaper
advertisements of the latest
thiry-five horsepower automo-
bile, a set of teeth for $6, and
the latest record player. -

" . 'The 1917 Overland, selling at
$895, would be considered an ex-
cellent buy  even- today. It
" boasted an -economical thirty-
“five horses, and unlimited com-

fort.” A. H. Sitton of Fullerton
_ distributed the auto in the area.
' Dr. A, Zimmerman “A reli-

able painless dentist,” offered
- Tesidents false teeth fro $6, por-

celain and gold fillings for $1.50|

~and up; all with a 12-year pro-
‘fective guarantee. :
~ TFor.$5 down, Finch’s -Drug
. Store would outfit a home with
~arecord player. Twenty of the
latest records were included in
the price of $92.50. :
‘Also in 1917, the White Bus
' - Line advertised that their cars
were leaving Brea every 30
minutes to Los Angeles. Their
- office in Brea was located at
Ford’s Confectionery.
George L. Casey, Brea agent
for the Pacific Electric Rail-
. way, advertised that the rail-
way offered excursions to Mt.
Lowe for $2 round frip fare.
“Save gasoline and help win
the war by using Pacific Elec-
tric Red Cars” the ads read.
- Classified %oammaaummwmo
years ago read something like
,.Eﬁ#mﬂ — one fountain pen,
Lost — Tail light to automobile,
reward. For Sale — Gentle driv-
/ing horse, good harness and

buggy. For Sale—Kohier piano,

good as new, also PIymouth
Rock hens, 45 k- pound.

ago in Brea were §£

| One doliar would buy 13 pounds.
| of sugar ot nine pounda of plnk

beans. Soups were golng for 12
cent a can, as was canned mllk,
Coffee wag selling for 07 centd
for a three pound can, salt was|
18 cents for a 10 pound sack, |
and tooth picks were four cenls
per box. L

Twenty-eight cents bought o
ticket to the Rialfo. Theater |
where William §, ] was |
starring . in= “The - Narrow |
Trail.” Children saw the show
for a nominal 11 cents,

“In those good old days, news-
papers were selling for one
cent. The Star, in combination:
with the Los Angeles Expreds,
‘offered subscribers both papers
for 30 cents a month — deliver-
ed by carrier of course. . = |

Since 1917, the year that the'
Brea Star ran these advertise:
ments, Brea has increased E,_
population many times and will
celebrate ifs -Golden .:&a.‘
July 815,
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3-block-long business area surviving roqmmm

By Francine McMillian ’
The Register o

trolling along Brea Bouleyard at

Imperial Highway, one quickly
gets the feeling of having been trans-
ported back in time.

Signs printed with western-style let-
tering are affixed to old-fashioned
brown, beige and rust-colored wooden
store fronts. Combined, they give the
area a small-town, turn:of-the-cen-
tury flavor.

A banner spanning the width of the
boulevard reads, **Welcome to Brea.”
It beckons visitors to walk along the
city’s original three-block-long down-
town section north and south of Impe-
rial Highway, known as Old Brea.

Locals call it Good Old Brea.

“T think it's a neat community,"”
said Dave Kendall, a letter carrier
who has delivered mail along the Brea
Boulevard route for the past year. “It
has its own unique charm."

I fell in love with this area when I
saw it,’” said Maryann Herman, a
sales clerk at The Little But Wise
Book Store, 216 S. Brea Blvd.

“I think areas like this should be
preserved,” she said. *‘We need more
of them. I like the new things, but [
think we should respect the old times,
too. It has its own warmth."

0ld Brea differs dramatically from
the modern Brea Mall area— with the
modern glass-enclosed Civic Cultural
Center and commercial and industrial
developments — across town. -~

And if Old Brea is reminiscent of
turn-of-the-century San Francisco,
there is a reason.

Many of the store fronts along'Brea-

Boulevard are original Bay area'store
fronts dating back to the early 1900s,
according to Jim Deering, who has
operated a photography studio at 139
S..Brea Blvd. for five years.

He said owners installed the store
fronts several years ago to create.the
quaint atmosphere. #

“San Francisco was renovating an
area, but instead of destroying the
store fronts, they were disassem-
bled,'" Deering said.

Brea brought these store fronts to
Orange County to make Brea Boule-
vard *‘look like an Old Main Street,"
he said.

The Brea Redevelopment Agency
wants. to continue these early efforts
with its plan to revitalize the area,
specifically to expand the rustic Old
Brea theme in the area north of Impe-
rial Highway, according to Paulette
Ramsay, redevelopment services
manager.

*‘We want to preserve the character
of Good Old Brea, but with thoughts
toward parking, land uses, landscap-
ing. . . ." she said.

Meanwhile, Brea Boulevard re-
mains an area of interesting contra-
dictions. While some merchants feel
the quaint atmosphere is appealing,
others say the incomplete look of the

A e iMings close
by “fromr the-area~ =~ ~*

_clothing at the Clothes Around the

i

“From a negative standpoint. it
gives the area the appearance of be-
ing neglected and in some ways run’
down." said Gil Lerma, who has oper-|
ated the Brea Boat shop on Brea Bou-|
levard since 1976. ; q

“From a positive standpoint, it has!
an antique view to it,”" he said. .L,

Old and new meet again when it
comes to the types of businesses on the |
street.

One can browse through vintag

Clock shop. or purchase new yarn.
That Frame Place. The strip is also |
the location of Brea Stationers, Hair |
Cut Naturally, Pawlack Tile and Sup- |
ply, and Brea Hardware, which has
been in business for 20 years, accord
ing toits owner, Earl Hills.

In all. there are about 60 businesses:
in the area. said Hills, who is a mem
ber of the Good Old Brea Committes
a group of entrepreneurs from th
area. ; B

Hills said despite the competition of
the Brea Mall, businesses in Old Brea
__u<o..8ﬂmﬁmm%@ show good profits. |
In fact, he said, growth of the city and
surrounding areas in recent years has
benefited Old Brea.

“Since construction of the mall,
business has picked up,” he said. “'In’
my- case, it’s increased 300 percen
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jwmmnoim 5.\. to save historical buildings

By Steve Creech
Staff Writer

0il!

The discovery of this mysterious,
‘black substance in the American
“Southwest gave rise to communities

| in some of the most unlikely places.

A prime example of these

community outposts is the city of
Brea. Since 1894, when Union 0il Co.
of California purchased 1,200 acres of
oil-rich land in North Orange County,
a detailed, historical legacy has
flourished.

During a brief stroll through the
Sievers-Walnut and Laurel Heights
neighborhoods, a visitor can’t help
but notice that many of the buildings
and structures built at the time still
stand, serving as a barometer of the
insistent changes brought on by ad-
vanced technology.

790

For Brian Saul, chairman of the
Brea Historical Committee, the elim-
ination of the buildings to make way
for ultra-modern office buildings and
parking lots would, very possibly, re-
move the city’s last contact with the
past.

The Historical Committee is the
creation of the Brea City Council,
which appoints its members. Saul is a
representative of the independent

" Benest said the spirit of Brea's nernage
is very important. He also stressed it needs

to be balanced.

istori jety has done a good
“The historical society e S

job. They have been very

___forthright. They have confronted the prob-

The first hotel: Constructed in 1913, the Brea Hotel has been Identified with Brea's
founders and is former home to a barbershop, pool room and an electrical store.

Historical Society on the Historical
Committee.

“There is an area in downtown
Brea that is going to be leveled,” Saul
said. “The majority of the old homes,
along with the old commercial area
on both sides of Brea Boulevard, will
be taken out and leveled to make way
for a large, modern, commercial de-
velopment.”

Ash'Street ana’srea soulevara.

h Street and Brea Christ

are

- while the City Council weighs i
| cision.

Saul, referring to the plans for a
new Brea fown center, said, “We
realize that it’s part of progress that
this has to occur. They (the City Coun-
cil) don’t have to save every old build-
ing, but we'd like them to save a rep-
resentative sample to give the city’s
children a glimpse pf what their
home was like in the past.” :

The Eu..olnn_ Society and Com-

Structures—

such as Brea Bakery, the Wahl buildingon

ian Church

me of the buildings under scrutiny

ts final de-

mittee have been pushing for a his-
torical park within the city to where
all the old buildings eould be moved.

“It is very difficult to set aside the
land, as it is, for a historical park,
since the land downtown will be used
for a shopping center,” Saul said. “We
would prefer the historical park to be
downtown since that's where its orig-
inal location is.”

Brea City Manager Frank Benest
said history has played an important
role in the City’s decision to
redevelop. He believes Brea's histori-
cal buildings should remain intact
but foresees difficulty in preserving
several of the less well-constructed
ones.

“There are some buildings that can-
not be saved,” he said. “They are im-
possible to move. In those cases, one
of our options is to integrate the
buildings’ facades into the new com-
mercial development along Birch Av-
enue.” i

At its last meeting, the City Council
suggested the committee meet with
the new downtown developer and
exchange ideas about the preser-
vation of the old buildings.

“] am very pleased with the interest
the City Council has shown,” Saul
said. “We realize that the city would

See BUILDINGS /9



Rise and fall of a bakery: The Brea Bakery,
craftsmanship and detail of post turn-of-the-ce

posed widening of Brea Boulevard.

w : - FU- z gm“ ,_1061::0&33 page6

like the relocated buildings to be used
commercially, and that the houses should
be reused.”

Benest said the spirit of Brea’s Jm_.:ﬁmm
is very important. He also stressed it needs

to be balanced.
“The historical society has done a good

job. They have been very realistic and
____forthright. They have confronted the prob-

now a bar known as Sam
ntury architecture. It will be affected by the pro-

"

vy r=CiiuGe) U QIO 95 AR

embodies the

lem squarely and made accurate- mmmomm.__,.f__,;m

ments.” he said.
The first commercial and residential .

£

buildings were built around the corner of MM

Ash Street and Brea Boulevard. Structures
such as Brea Bakery, the Wahl building on
East Ash Street and Brea Christian Church

4
S

v

are some of the buildings under scrutiny
i while the City Council weighs its final de-

i

| cision.
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Photo courtesy 1st American Title Insurance Co.

halves of the Brea is located
%&oznwoﬁhgﬂxoﬁwé _.__nm_._ﬂw_p_m_w. maouomh ._.oa%..:_og_n_sa__ag%gnﬁagmm:oi Remodeled in 1927, it now is owned by Inge W

LT thoughthe address hes changed o 108 S. Broa. gﬁﬁ m.sw&.

i
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THE mamv sSTREe7T WAS CLOSED
FOR THE CARNIVAL

 THERE WERE FLAGS EVERY-  in 1921, but there is not an. m:S._E
. WHERE during Brea Carnival back Em&ﬂ.m:?uﬁ

firek

,ghzzbbmnmzmrzmwgspwﬁg
- streets decked with flags and bunting.

..EEQ IN 1921 — Here are two. mﬁaﬁ

from Brea’s Fourth of July parade down m_oEoE.
Avenue (now Brea Boulevard) 44 years ago. Hu:

one picture a float featuring Uncle Sam is shown,

in the other is gow sEramu which reads: Oil
‘workers. i "

i o Ty rﬁ.,....talv B
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EREA FLOAT THAT TOOK FIRST prize a
fornia Valencia Orange Show in 1925,




By David Witty
Register staff writer

BREA — If it were not for an oil-boom town called
Olinda, there would be no Brea as it is known today.

After the discovery of oil in the foothills to the-east
before the turn of the century, the shantytown of Olinda
sprang to life near what is now Carbon Canyon Regional
Park.

The workers and merchants who lived in the oil-field
village later replaced the clapboard community with a
city nearby.

Tuesday, Brea, the city spawned by its one-time neigh-
boring oil-field camp, observed its 65th anniversary of
incorporation.

On Feb. 23, 1917, after residents had voted 20445 to
incorporate, the state recognized Brea as Orange Coun-
ty’'s eighth city.

Although the oil-boom heyday that brought the town
into being largely has vanished, its legacy is still felt by
the present-day population of 30,000. ’ .

A handful of modern, steel oil derricks along Carbon
Canyon Road has replaced the wooden structures that
once dotted the hillsides.

Industry that has been moving to Brea since the 1970s
has been able to do so only because companies like Union
0il and Shell Oil decided to sell their land.

The future expansion of Brea into the hills outside the
city limits is intertwined with the future of the oil
companies that still own much of the land, said city
Planning Director Dick Maggio.

Shortly before the turn of the century, oil companies
began to exert their influence in the area called Brea,
which means “tar” or “asphalt” in Spanish. -

-

Qil boom

pumped life
into Brea

Local historian Purl Harding wrote in 1950 tHat turn-of-
the-century travelers came to the hills to cut chunks of
the oil-seeped ground into “‘bricks” for fuel. “

Union Oil Co. sank its first productive oil well in the
area in 1895, and other oil companies — Standard, Shell,
Getty and Doheny — soon followed, wrote Harding.

The Olinda foothills were a prominent oil-producing
region for approximately 30 years, Harding said. A single
well produced 3 million barrels of oil between 1911
and 1916. .

A city whose residents depended on the oil fields as a
livelihood grew up alongside the oil derricks.

Frank Schweitzer, 71, vividly recalls growing up dur-
ing the oil boom era in Olinda, before Union Oil Co. pulled
out in the 1940s.

“My dad came here from Ohio in 1902 to work as a
machinist for Union Oil,” Schweitzer said.

He said his father soon helped found Brea Tool Works,
which made oil drilling equipment, in Brea.

Schweitzer himself worked for the oil-dependent busi-
ness after graduating from college and became a super-
visor in the firm's engineering division. e

Dean Millen, 73, moved to Brea in 1935, in time, he said,
to witness the death of Olinda as a bedroom community
for oil-field workers. Workers often had their houses
picked up and moved into Brea where many of them still
stand today. 2%,

Millen’s occupation was rooted in agriculture, but. it
also was linked to Brea’s oil companies. 5o

REGISTER

EEmnEEanwﬁﬂo_aﬁﬁanB S.FE
owned by cﬂou 0il. When the firm left Brea six years
after his arrival, he joined friends in buying up oil
m| land at $500 an acre.
8:.%%@ were less than 2,500 people in town when [ came
here in 1935, Millen said. ‘“They were all oil-field
workers. When Union pulled out, it hit me like a
sledgehammer. I never thought they'd go. This was a
Union Oil Co. town.” .
Brea, incorporated as a 1.75-mile-square city, has
grown to a 10-mile-square community which has mnot
forgotten its past. £ e
The city, in cooperation with OmE.oBE.mEﬁ Universi-
ty at Fullerton, has enlisted people like Millen-
Schweitzer to research Brea’s past. A
Among other things, they hope to collect Eu...o:nu_
documents from city residents, write a book on the ¢ity
and put together a historical exhibit within two years.
“If there hadn’t been an Olinda there wouldn’t have
been a Brea,” Millen said. ‘‘In remembering our history,
we have to remember both.” it

FEB. 24,1952
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whatisnowBrea. : m. ) /on ..Emﬂk%a
_. A ‘.dnqu.gﬁwhﬁw m&mwina&. ‘“There is in w_.onw.w
an _E__.E.Bs& to wau: ﬂws%azss ,

_x Ea._&n the history
mma ,000 to fund the u..&
uon»u 3 :
 De n&n estimated that a«.sa

%.E be needed ssa_._&os.ou_%

ect. &

*A donation of $7,500 from the.
California Council of the
umanities and the $16,000 to mnu%

Eow_.ou Community. -
De Graaf estimated that «ﬁSe
8—= be needed to noEEonm the pro-

ject. .

1" A donation of $7,500 from the

!California Council of the

Humanities and the $16,000 nueﬂx

/local supporters has m:.ew%,

| raised.

.m;.”Uo Graaf said they are ucnuﬁ:@ 4

other sources of funding, although

local contributions have been

I b_d» oeﬂﬂna@
” by % a grant through Oo- \
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What About Those >u__ St. ?__av

HISTORICAL SOCIETY GETS QUESTIONS

BY DAVE TAYLOR and taught in Atwood around  wasn’t his real name) the He added that there were
News Tribune Writer 1824, which is nearly

BREA — When your busi- years ago

Brea, the Congregational,
first _—_—-ﬂc_ﬂ_m—._m. salesman in _uw.xmq ovens in the rear of which decided to buitd when

. . Brea who had a vegetable the bar, dating from when the tent in which it hed
ness is ,_Meoq wz v&ﬁ BANDAGED wagon. v a_nﬁ_ was baked there. It  services blew down in a
#n infprmation bureau : also reportedly was a gin  storm. It was organized in
Miss Tallman told the Whether he had them or 2% : o
H.Hwa questions you can't famous story about former not he used o yell his aistillery. 1913, Miss Tallman said.

Tha Mayor Frank Schweilzer wares, “peaches, plums and  Bennett is a longdime resi-  Mrs. Doggett said the

¢ t Nvus .ﬁa_n_oﬂiw.._ﬁ J.r., historical society presi- watermelons,” (sounds like dent, having worked for an  group plans to have an exhi-

H_H._mmﬁn.__ma ma ®  dent who arrived in town the melodic vegetable wagon oil company until his retire-  bit in connection with the

{0 Mrs. San uu.maw according with bandaged hands be-  salesmen in New Orleanns.) ment several years ago. .nom&. O_.n— nﬁﬂ_dw: grand
: Doggett, who e his parenis were try- i i Mrs. ot said one of ©Opening this fall.

relayed information on its ing to cure him of thumb- Bennett said he believes a Dogg

ing thi : murderer was caught in 1958  the joys of the people inter- Cooperating in the apen

dﬁﬁﬁﬂ“ﬂhﬂﬂﬂg m— gucking. at Sam's which n_hvﬂ.g% viewed on tape or head at  house will be the i..oaﬁ._.w

a book called “The Era of Miss' Tallman came 10 served at ome time as a society meetings is their me-  Club of Brea. The city cul-

the Buick, 1903-13," while Brea in 1911, before it was house of shady reputation mories of earlier days. tural arts program handled

others are who mcﬂ.m in tents incorporated (1917). but details are lacking and She said Miss Tallman re- by Mrs, Doggett and her

on East Ash Street, when did She also told about the society could use some called her mother was or- husband Tom, will be- in- II
this happen and why; and Grandpa Green, (which help. ganist for the first church in _ volved with the exbibit.

when was the first airplane |

built in Brea?

People with answers can
phane City Hall at 529-4951.
They will be relayed.

These questions were
brought forth at the recent
meeting of the society at the
Durkee home on Imperial
Highway and Berry Street.
An open house is planned in
October, said Mrs. Dogget.

Among the speakers at the

cEEEﬂ now occupied by
Sam’s Place, at 117 S. Brea
Blvd. owned by Sam Landa.

Also heard was Miss Hes-
ter Tallman, who was gradu-
ated from Randolph School




Brea Historical Society Asks, -+
'Who Recalls Grandpa Green?’

BREA — Who remembers
“Grandpa Green," the first
‘traveling salesman in Brea,
* and what was his real name?
Mhis is just one of the ques-
tions put forth by the Brea His-
- lorical Society in an effort to
Lspur some interest in Brea's
‘past on the part of arca resi-
dents wh> might remember

se days-gone-by.

e society this week decid-

"ed that it will be displaying an

. exhibit of old pictures, anliques

'and remembrances in Sep-
» tember when Brea holds its of-
*ficial opening of the Good Old
.Brea downtown area. Times
.and dates have not been set as

In October, a tour is tenta-
 tively set of the historical old
. Sievers mansion, located at the
: edge of the city’s industrial re-
 development area off of Imper-
. ial Highway,
The historical group will not
hold a meeting during the sum-
mer, but it is still trying to

build interest in the city's his-
tory by asking questions of its
older citizens,

The newcomers are invited to
participate, as well, and the
Society Is urging all to look for
the answers to questions on the
cily's past and maybe raise
some of their own.

The Society has been con-
ducting taping sessions with
people who remember most of
Brea's 50 - plus years as a city,
and the interviews have
brought up many questions and
even differences of opinion,
along with the fond remem-
brances, according to Sociely
member. Sandy Doggett.

Who wrote the book, “Era of

. the Buick, 1903-1913?" is an-

other question that has been
raised. ‘

This question was asked of
the Brea Library, and the ques-
tioner believes that either the
writer lived in Brea or the book

was published here. The So-
ciety hopes that someone can
provide the answer.

‘“When did people live in tents
along E. Ash Street?” This is
another question that the So-
clety hopes will interest Brea
residents enough to provide an
answer.

One question that might
bring a lot of interest in this
time of proposed jet airports
near Brea is as follows: ““What
year did Bill Tremayne build
the first airptane in Brea, and
where was the first Brea Air-

"

Historical Society President
Frank Schweitzer said that
there has been two airports in
Brea,

Perhaps the most provoca-
tive question that arose at last
week’s historical society meet-
ing is, “Why did no one build
next door to what is now known
as Sam's Place on Brea Boule-
vard?"

Another question might be,

Where was the first Brea
Sd\ool and what was it:
name”"'

“Where was the origina’
Brea Progress building, and
what other publication was pro-
duced there?” might be anoth-
er.

Long - time Brea resident
Dyer Bennett asks residents to
name Brea's first policeman
and the year he started local
law enforcement,

“When did Olie Olson start
his cafe in Brea? When did
the Salvenson Brothers start
their store at the 100 block of
West Ash Street and Pomona
Avenue (Brea Boulevard)?”

These are more questions
that Bennett feels will gain
some interest from Brea resi-
dents who might remember
these names and places.

The Society invites answers
to these questions by calling ei-
ther Frank Schweitzer at 329
2566 or LaVeta Daeiweiler at
528-2322.




BRICKS IN BREA - OR, I REMEMBER WHEN!

Some of us who were in the 6th grade at Laurel School in 1926 will
recall our being released weekly to go to Brea Grammar School (now
Brea Jr. High) where girls participated in a homemaking class while

the boys had a class in wood shop or "SLOYD" as it was called in those
days.

We had the choice of riding the school bus, which some chose, or
walking if the weather was good. The latter was preferred by some of

us. The requirement was that we behaved ourselves on the way and got
there on time.

We often passed a place where bricks were being made on the north side
of the intersection of Ash Street and -Randolprh, Today Pandera Estates
Mobile Home Park occupies the site.

i'l"-al' 17T ="(
On the way home we sometimes detoured back past the brick vard to
watch the creation of a brick. I can still see in my mind the rack

holding many vertical wires properly spaced to cut the bed of brown

clay into ribbons the width of a brick. How other cuts were made has
faded in my memory.

The large kilns of clay bricks became super hot and impressed me
immensely. To an 11 year old the mysterious transformation of soft
brown clay into hard red bricks was not only an exciting observation

but a valuable lesson showing the change of a rather useless material
into something useful.

At the time I did not question the source of the natural gas used to
fuel the intense fire that made the marvelous change from clay to
brick, but now I know it came from the oil fields north of Brea.

Some of these bricks certainly ended up in the walls of the Brea

Olinda High School being built in 1926 on East Birch at the edge of
the city limits of Brea.

Perhaps the brick you bought today which came from Brea Olinda High
School was made from Brea clay by the Brea Brick Company and
transformed by the heat of burning gas from Brea’s oil fields.

Karl Fanning
July 4, 1990
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Early Brea benefited from oil boom

rea Boulevard was a far different street in 1914; for one

thing, it was called Pomona Avenue. The view here is north
from Birch Street and includes the Brea Star building on the right
and the Brea Variety Store on the left. The town and its business
section benefited from a major oil boom in the early 1900s. High
wages in the oil fields lured many workers and their families to
the town, originally called Randolph. It was renamed Brea in
1911. At the time this photo was taken, Brea was connected to
other parts of the county by the Pacific Electric Railway, the pop-
ular “red cars” of the area’s first mass-transit system. But even
a few years later, Brea was not a major city. A county census be-

Courtesy First American Title Insurance Co.

IN OC HISTORY

THIS WEEK

Bl In 1886: The Santa Fe Railroad lowered its fare from
Kansas City to Los Angeles to $1.

B In 1938: In the worst flood in Orange County history,
the Santa Ana River overflowed and a blanket of water spread
over much of the county.

H In 1942: The US War Department declared California a
“military zone."”

fore its incorporation in 1917 counted 732 residents. Brea Boule-
vard is still a major street but is due for major changes from

redevelopment.
— John Westcott/The Orange County mo.m,wwm-.




BREA ART EXHIBITION .... ftrompaeel
ln.t::mih:.h f ;:u-n and text- gy#uhsﬂ
ey

dthllu
snaru Lculnx. Hﬁm
m Football Team, located in the
m And finally, there is Cultural Center. Gallery
1912, Mlmd the Brea Time Line - a hours are Wednesday
men, women, and wall which through Saturday, noon -
on a grassy Brea’s history from Sp.n..ud'rhruhy-
area in front of a group Mexican Land Grant to noon 8 t:. The
dbnlldlnn.l:umulm .nm;erm v np: exhibition is to the
people are e.rrh“ wl shows as pnblle.
on horseback. There .

The second
photograph, circa 1917
shows a group of
people standing on the
Hont o Tt £
same
olbulldlnp.'l‘hetna:
are , a few more

artifacts and photos
combine to reveal life in
the city the
Depression and both

World Wars. (It is also in
this section, that the
permanent wave
machine stands, still
awaiting its next brave
femme fatale.)

The Modern City
covers Brea's most
recent transformations.

Industrial development”

and growth are
illustrated through a
combination of
photographs, products,
and exhibits.

The exhibition's
second section The
Changing Community,
focuses on government,
schools and social
organizations.

ncluded are police
and fire equipment from
the past and present, the
Brea's Women’s Club
Tapestry, a note and
telegram signed by
Ronald Reagan, and
Scout memorabilia.

Also in this section, an
impressive corner
depicts the history of
Brea's schools with

a Historical Exhibition:
A Trip Into The City’s Past

By Gundl Thomas

Glnymel!lspechl
treat this holiday
season, and take a step
back in time to Brea's

t. It's all still there to
seen - from old
photographs to old
phonolnphn from
dresses to wash
Hl.bl. from farm
machinery to a
mlmnt wave machine
which looks more like an
instrument of torture
than an Instrument of
beauty.

The Brea Historical
Exhibition, which runs
through Jan. 14 at the
Brea Gallery Is more
than a trip down
Memory Lane (although
that's certainly part of
the fun.) It is an Im-

portant effort to trace,

the evolution of the city
through its various

‘stages from oll town to

citrus-growing com-
munity to modern
suburbah city.

The culmination of a
two-year communlcx
historical project whi
included Brea Citizens,
local donors, Cal-State
Fullerton’s Oral History the

m, the Clt¥ of
Brea, and a grant from
the California Council on
the Humanities, the
exhibition is divided into
two sections;

The culmination of a
two-year communit cx
historical project whi
included Brea Citizens,
local donors, Cal-State
Fullerton’s Oral History
Program, the City of
Brea, and a grant from
the California Council on
the Humanities, the
exhibition Is divided into
two sections: The
Developing City and The

land and its use:
(1890 - 1030) CI:rnl(lm
- w.\s
‘MJI”S - 1”0)
gn with a map of

Rancho San Juan
Cajon de Santa Ana
Grant -in 1838, sub-
sequent maps trace the
land through its
ownership by Abel
Sterns in 1863, its
proposed commnnltlu
and later housing plots,
to its present day
boundaries.

The space devoted to
the oil era includes rare
photographs, a look at
two i rooms from
the period, and a scale
model of a 1920s oil Tig
builtby Fred Johnson.

Of particular interest

please turn Lo page 4






BRICKS IN BREA - OR, I REMEMBER WHEN!

Some of us who were in the 6th grade at Laurel School in 1926 will
recall our being released weekly to go to Brea Grammar School (now
Brea Jr. High) where girls participated in a homemaking class while
the boys had a class in wood shop or "SLOYD" as it was called in those
days.

We had the choice of riding the school bus, which some chose, or
walking if the weather was good. The latter was preferred by some of
us. The requirement was that we behaved ourselves on the way and got
there on time.

We often passed a place where bricks were being made on the north side
of the intersection of Ash Street and ﬁap h: Today Pandera Estates
Mobile Home Park occupies the site. A DIN

On the way home we sometimes detoured back past the brick yard to
watch the creation of a brick. I can still see in my mind the rack
holding many vertical wires properly spaced to cut the bed of brown
clay into ribbons the width of a brick. How other cuts were made has
faded in my memory.

The large kilns of clay bricks became super hot and impressed me
immensely. To an 11 year old the mysterious transformation of soft
brown clay into hard red bricks was not only an exciting observation
but a valuable lesson showing the change of a rather useless material
into something useful.

At the time I did not question the source of the natural gas used to
fuel the intense fire that made the marvelous change from clay to
brick, but now I know it came from the oil fields north of Brea.

Some of these bricks certainly ended up in the walls of the Brea
Olinda High School being built in 1926 on East Birch at the edge of
the city limits of Brea.

Perhaps the brick you bought today which came from Brea Olinda High
School was made from Brea clay by the Brea Brick Company and
transformed by the heat of burning gas from Brea’s oil fields.

Karl Fanning
July 4, 1990
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Brea Brick Company
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Olinda Born And Dies;
Brings Flower To Brea

(Editor's Note: This is the second
installment of a three-part series on
the history of Brea. Today, Olinda is
born and dies but brings fiower to the
city of Brea. And the oil fields goupin
smoke.)

By JIM MARXEN
DSP Staff Writer

Oil was originally drilled for in 1861
by Major Max von Strobel, first
mayor of Anaheim. The drilling went
down 100 feet before the project was
given up,

It wasn't until 1882 that a success-
ful well was drilled in Tonner Ca-
nyon. The Chandler Oil and Mining
Company, drilling near the present
site of the intersection of Brea and
Tonner Canyon Roads, was so suc-
cessful in its efforts that a town
named Petrolia was established in
the low hills on the south of the ca-
nyon,

The residents of Petrolia began
migrating east to the growing com-
munity of Olinda. The town was part
of the Santa Fe Oil Lease. It was
owned by the companies and houses
were rented out to the oil workers.

Walter Johnson, the Washington
Senators’ pitcher, migrated to Olinda
with his family. They lived in the
growing town until 1904, when Walter
left to seek his fame elsewhere. The
town became respected as having
one of the best baseball teams in
Southern California.

The origins of Brea find their root
in the early community of Olinda. In
fact former Olinda resident Ted
Craig believes that if it were not for
Olinda, Brea would never had
existed.

Olinda was basically geared
around oil. Close to a dozen oil com-
panies owned the lands in and around

Itwasa lively town. Saturday night
dances were held at the community
hall and sometimes a few all-nighters
were still around when the minister
came in to prepare the room for
church.

Oil was so plentiful in those days
that Craig remembers his mother’s
sheets getting sprinkled with the
black substance as they waved in the
breeze. The wooden derricks came
out of the ground everywhere for oil
was suddenly in demand.

The townsite contained a row of
houses along with a boarding home
for single men. There was also a
community center, a school, a gen-
eral store, a barber shop, a train sta-
tion, and even a newspaper called
The Derrick graced the oil town.

The famous Red Cars of the Pacific
Electric Railroad would once a day
pullinto the station at Pillsbury (now
the area between Central Ave. and
Imperial near Puente Street) to pick
up residents of Olinda. The trains
took the people to Los Angeles as well
as Redondo Beach, where an annual
picnic was held.

Although Olinda was a ‘dry’ town,
many of the oilmen would travel to
nearby Anaheim for a night of drink-
ing. When the men returned there
was sometimes trouble. A man was
shot once after such a night. How-
ever, the residents of Olinda were de-
scribed as very friendly.

Gradually, other oil fields opened
up in other areas. Olinda began to
disappear. The depletion of oil and
the fact that there was more money
to be made elsewhere led to the de-
sertion of the town. Today there is
little evidence of Olinda.

Many of those who left that town
came to the drilling sites in Brea Ca-
nyon. A new town called Randolph
was being formed at the mouth of the
canyon. The town was originally
planned to be much like La Habra. In
fact one of the founders of La Habra
was instrumental in the planning for
Randolph.

Randolph School was built in the
anticipation of the new town. But
plans for the site never materialized,
water was scarce and a planned spur
of the Pacific Electric never came
past the Pillsbury station.

OnJanuary 11,1911 a map was filed
at the County Recorder’s office for a
town called Brea. The main purpose
of the map was to generate new in-
terest in a town at the mouth of the
canyon and to change the name of the
site to Brea.

Oilmen began coming to Brea from

as close as Olinda and as far away as ;

Ohio and Pennsylvania.

Water lines began coming into
Brea and in 1912 the promised P.E.
Railroad spur extended into the
town. A general store, a grocery, a

bakery, a barber, a doctor’s office,
and several machine shdps were
opened in Brea, On February 19, 1917
Brea became incorporated as a gen-
eral law city. :

The first city officials were Isdac
Craig, Jay Sexton, P.C. Huddleston,
R.N. Mitchell and M.J. McCarty.

More and more people came into
Brea. At the time of incorporation
there were only 732 people living
here. By 1925 that figure had risen to
over 1,300,

The 20's were years of progress in
Brea. Streets began to be paved, a
high school was built, city hall was
erected, more shops opened, and an
effective police force developed.

On October 31, 1924 Walter Johnson
returned home. By his side was Babe
Ruth. Together they played an exhib-
ition baseball game that will never be
forgotten in this city. Ted Craig
proudly displays a baseball signed by
the two stars on that day.

Because of Prohibition, bootleg-
ging became a pastime for many in
Orange County, The Carbon Canyon
was a popular hideout for some. -
James C. Looney, marshal of Breaat ~
the time, chased the bootleggers into
the canyon on his red Indian motor-
cycle. Looney resigned from the post,
however, after an accident where he
ran into the side of a truck that was,

ironically, parked outside of an il-
legal saloon.

‘‘Huge Brea Oil Fire Catastrophe
Wipes Out Homes, Ruins Orchards”
screamed the headline of the April 9,
1926 issue of the Los Angeles Evening
Express. W.E. “Griff” Griffith re-
members the moment of the explo-
sion.

At 9 am. on April 8, lightning
struck the Union Oil reservoirs on the
western edge of Brea. Griffith was
there “‘huddling in the rain” that

morning. His foreman Howard
Robingson, whose account%oﬂows,

was beside him.

““Raining hard . . . wind about 35
m.p.h. from south-west . . .” Sud-
denly there was ‘‘quite an explosion
and the roof went up . . .”

The two men looked out into the
rain and saw the smoke and flames
reaching into the sky. Griffith added
that at that point “‘we knew we were
in trouble™. A telephone call to Los
Angeles headquarters was put in.



e

oil fields surrounding Brea.
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EXTRA! EXTRA! — This was the hea

-—

dline in the now-defunct Los Angeles

el

Evening Express almost 50 years ago to the day that a huge fire engulfed the

In the first hours of the fire many
residents who had had their windows
shattered or their roofs blown off
came to help the oilmen. Volunteers
from all over the area rushed to the
scene until almost 600 workers were
battling the blaze.

Because of the continuing over-
flows and tremendous heat of the oil,
it became apparent that the flames
could not be put out. Hollywood
movie wind machines were brought
out but they were of no avail. Sheets

of metal was placed in a ring about

(Photo courtesy of Frank Schweitzer Jr.)

The entire area was close to traffic.
The police department had to swear
in oilmen who were unversed in law.
No Bible could be found to swear the
men in with so a dictionary was has-
tily substituted.

Finally, two days later, the fire
burned itself out. The loss was
termed the greatest due to fire since
the blaze following the San Francisco
earthquake in 1906.

Despite the fact that the devasta-
tion was enormous, almost $4 million

- worth, not a single man was injured.

the overflows in an effort to contain .

the spreading fire but as Griffith_

says, the metal ‘““flew up into the air|
like it was cardboard”.

. (Tomorrow: In the final install-
ment, the city’s history is traced
through the Great Depression, the
war years and to the present, with
some observations by present City
Manager Wayne Wedin.)

REFERENCE
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(Photo courtesy Brea Historical Sociaty)

COMMUNITY CENTER — The Craig Building
at 124 S. Brea Blvd. in Brea, built in 1921, has
housed the U.S. Post Office, McKelvey and
Volz drugstore, O.S. Close drugstore and
Moose Lodge No. 1268. The upstairs con-
tained a hall used frequently for community
gatherings. This newspaper had been pub-
lishing for five years when the building was
constructed.
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THEY HAD SUITS, TOO — The Brea >_4:< oooam
Store was among the first buildings in Brea on
Brea Boulevard. It still stands today and has under-
gone various facelifts. Its history parallels that of
the Daily Star-Progress, which celebrates its 75th
anniversary in August 1991,




Brea remembered

Feb. 23 marks the day 67 years ago that Brea was
wcorporated. The Brea News-Times extends its
congratulations, and says Happy Birthday!

By Jan Greene

Karl and Leo were talking about
:F...o_a days in Brea,

Well, Betty Struck's house was
out here, so it had to be taken
around 1950 or *51," Leo concluded,
pointing to an aerial photo of the
city.

“Look, that's where they used to
grow lima beans and hay, across
from the high school.” Karl recalled,
puinting to another part of the
picture. “And that's where the
Bastanchurys lhved. They were
Basque, weren't they?"

“Basque? | don't remember.
Where do Basques come from?" Leo
answered quizzically.

“l don't know. | don’t remember,”
Karl said with a frown that suddenly
turned into a smile as he realized the
wrn in the conversation. “But we're
rambling now. What is it you wanted
10 know?"”

Walking into the middle of a
meeting of the Brea Historical
wcn_m.w is like that—they meet in a
room filled with memories, in Brea's
abandoned Old City Hall, and talk
about the town they knew as boys.
[ts more interesting just to listen to
them talk.

And they did.

*| remember we used to ride our
bikes to Harbor Boulevard. The
wainut trees made a canopy over

your head,” Karl recalled. “It was
beautiful.”

They described old Brea as a
small, stable town, not unlike small,
stable towns throughout the country
in the earlier part of the century. The
people who lived here worked in the
oil fields or the orchards, and built
homes and families. Because of that
stability, there are still plenty of

eople around who can tell you what
ife used to be like.

Brea stayed basically the same up
until the late 1940s, when the first
tract of homes were built. When the
city was incorporated exactly 67
years ago, in 1917, there were 732
people in the town. That grew to just
3,215 in 1950. But between the mid-

point of the century and today, that |
population has grown nearly ten
times,

Back then, the center of town was
Brea Boulevard, from the railroad
tracks to Elm Street. The high
school, on Birch, was “three blocks
from anything,” placed what was
then the edge of town so it would be
accessible to the town of Olinda. The
high school was built in 1925, when
Brea and Olinda decided they didn't
want their kids going all the way to
Fullerton for high school.

Those were the days when Sam’s
Place on Brea Boulevard was known

as the Bucket of Blood, and people
went to the Red Lantern Theater for
entertainment. But Saturday nights
were reserved for going into
Anaheim to shop or just watch
people. 4

And when the Great Depression
hit Brea, it was the kind of town
where people helped each other,
where those who had exira food
ave fo those who had none.

ecause money was scarce, food
and other goods ew_n_‘m bartered
among the townspeople.

>=nm_ when an earthquake hit the
area, jolting Long Beach the worst,
the Brea people set up cots and
helped those fleeing inland to escape
the continuing aftershocks.

But, like many other towns of its
size at the time, Brea had a small

town mentality. For instance, there .

was an unwritten rule that blacks
could not stay overnight in town.
Brea was known as the “suitcase
town” because of the many oil
workers who were transferred from
field to field, according to the
recollections of Catherine Seiler, as
recorded by Cal State Fullerton's

Oral History Program.

Seiler also recalls one of the big
disasters to hit the city—the Stewart
Oil Farm fire of 1926. A total of $9
million dollars (that’s 1926 dollars) of
damage occurred when lightning
struck an oil tank in the Brea
foothills, and it exploded into flames.

“l was in my bedroom when the
lightning struck and the concussion
was so great that it blew the windows
in,” Seiler recalled. She remembered
smoke and flames going a thousand
feet into the air, and continuing for
days.

The fire spread to other tanks, and
the burning oil washed over the
ground, burning up orange groves
and a few of the small cottages in the
fields. Reportedly, the flames could
be seen by residents in Tustin and
Santa Anha.

As Seiler remembers, it was April
and raining, and the rain came down
in black streaks, marking the houses
with black sludge that never would
come off. But luckily, no lives were
lost in the disaster. :

But back further jn history, Brea's

first claim to fame was its rich oil
deposits, which seeped out of the
ground in Brea Canyon and was cut
into bricks and burned as fuel. The
original occupants of this area were
the Shoshonean Indians, who were
succeeded by the Spaniards.

The first white American to obtain
land here was Abel mwom:_m. a
Massachusetts native, who even-
tually sold much of his land to the
Union Oil Company, which still owns
a large portion of land within the city
limits.

The oil fields brought in a number
of oil companies and workers lured
by high wages.

The original name of the town was
Randolph, supposedly named after
the railroad engineer who designed
the tracks through the area.

Wednesday Feh, 22, 1984

were against.

The first year's taxes were
$5,889.40, a far nﬂwoa the 1983-84
property taxes of $1.7 million.

A lot of other things have changed
in ,_..oﬁoqwg. most of it occurring
in the last 15: the Orange Freeway,
Brea Mall, the Civic Cultural Center,
and lots and lots of housing.

But if you go into a Brea Historical
Society meeting, you may find that
some things never change. 4

“| remember when you Wu%usu
from high school with same
people you started school with,” Karl
was saying. “l remember when...

NEWS-TIMES



Photos courtesy Brea Historical Society
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By JIM MARXEN
ol DSP Staff Writer
b was originally drilled for in 1861
Y Major Max von Strobel, first
Mmayor of Anaheirii, The drilling went
down 100 feet before the project was
given up. :

It wasn't until 1882 that a success-
ful well was drilled in Tonner Ca-
nyon. The Chandler Oil and Mining
Company, drilling near the present
site of the intersection of Brea and
Tonner Canyon Roads, was so suc-
cessful in its efforts that a town
named Petrolia was established in
the low hills on the south of the ca-
nyon.

The residents of Petrolia began
migrating east to the growing com-
munity of Olinda. The town was part
of the Santa Fe Oil Lease. It was
owned by the companies and houses
were rented out to the oil workers.

Walter Johnson, the Washington
Senators’ pitcher, migrated to Olinda
with his family. They lived in the
growing town until 1904, when Walter
left to seek his fame elsewhere. The
town became respected as having
one of the best baseball teams in
Southern California.

The origins of Brea find their root
in the early community of Olinda. In
fact former Olinda resident Ted
Craig believes that if it were not for
Olinda, Brea would never had
existed.

Olinda was basically geared
around oil. Close to a dozen oil com-
owned the lands in and around

It wasalively town. Saturday night
dances were held at the community
hall and sometimes a few all-nighters
were still around when the minister
came in to prepare the room for
church.

 Olinda Born And Dies;
Brings Flower To Brea

il was so plentiful in those days
that Craig remembers his mother’s
sheets getting sprinkled with the
black substance as they waved in the
breeze. The wooden derricks came
out of the ground everywhere for oil
was suddenly in demand.

The townsite contained a row of
houses along with a boarding home
for single men. There was also a
community center, a school, a gen-
eral store, a barber shop, a train sta-
tion, and even a newspaper called
The Derrick graced the oil town.

The famous Red Cars of the Pacific
Electric Railroad would once a day
pull into the station at Pillsbury (now
the area between Central Ave. and
Imperial near Puente Street) to pick
up residents of Olinda. The trains
took the people to Los Angeles as well
as Redondo Beach, where an annual
picnic was held. S

Although Olinda was'a ‘dry’ town,
many of the oilmen would travel to
nearby Anaheim for a night of drink-
ing. When the men returned there
was sometimes trouble. A man was
shot once after such a night. How-
ever, the residents of Olinda were de-
scribed as very friendly. -

Gradually, other oil fields opened
up in other areas. Olinda began to
disappear. The depletion of .oil and
the fact that there was more money
to be made elsewhere led to the de-
sertion of the town. Today there is
little evidence of Olinda.

Many of those who left that town
came to the drilling sites in Brea Ca-
nyon. A new town called Randolph
was being formed at the mouth of the
canyon. The town was originally

plannied to be mucniike La Habra. In
fact one of the founders of La Habra
was instrumental in the planning for
Randolph.

Randolph School was built in the
anticipation of the new town. But
plans for the site never materialized,
water was scarce and a planned spur
of the Pacific Electric never came
past the Pillsbury station.

OnJanuary 11,1911 a map was filed
at the County Recorder’s office for a
town called Brea. The main purpose
of the map was to generate new in-
terest in a town at the mouth of the
canyon and to change the name of the
site to Brea.

Oilmen began coming to Brea from
as close as Olinda and as far away as
Ohio and Pennsylvania.

Water lines began coming into
Brea and in 1912 the promised P.E.
Railroad spur extended into the
town. A general store, a grocery, a
bakery, a barber, a doctor’s office;
and several machine shops were
opened in Brea. On February 19, 1917
Brea became incorporated as a gen-
eral law city.

The first city officials were Isaac
Craig, Jay Sexton, P.C. Huddleston,
R.N. Mitchell and M.J. MeCarty.,

More and more people e into
Brea. At the time of incorporation
there were only 732 people living
here. By 1925 that figure had risen to
over 1,300. :

The 20’s were years of progress in
Brea. Streets began to be paved, a
high school was built, city hall was
erected, more shops opened, and an
effective police force developed.

On October 31, 1924 Walter Johnson
returned home. By his _"_Moon was Babe
Ruth. Together they p an exhib-
ition baseball game that willnever be
forgotten in this city. Ted Craig
proudly displays a baseball signed by
the two stars on that day.

Because of Prohibition, bootleg-
ging became a pastime for many in
Orange County. The Carbon Canyon
was a popular hideout for some.
James C. Looney, marshal of Brea at
the time, chased the bootleggers into
the canyon on his red Indian motor-
cycle. Looney resigned from the post,
however, after an accident where he
ran into the side of a truck that was,
ironically, parked outside of an il-
legal saloon.

“‘Huge Brea 0il Fire Catastrophe
Wipes Out Homes, Ruins Orchards”
screamed the headline of the April 9,
1926 issue of the Los Angeles Evening
Express. W.E. “Griff” Griffith re-
members the moment of the explo-
sion. ;

At 9 a.m. on April 8, lightning
struck the Union Oilreservoirs on the
western edge of Brea. Griffith was
there ‘‘huddling in the rain’ that
morning. His foreman Howard

Robinson, whose account follows,
was beside him.

“‘Raining hard . . . wind about 35
m.p.h. from south-west . . .”" Sud-
denly there was “quite an explosion
and the roof went up .. .’

The two men looked out into the
rain and saw the smoke and flames
reaching into the sky. Griffith added
that at that point “‘we knew we were
in trouble”. A telephone call to Los
Angeles uwmng:w:oum was put in.

Because of the continuing over-
flows and tremendous heat of the oil,
it became apparent that the flames
could not be put out. Hollywood
movie wind machines were brought
out but they were of no avail. Sheets
of metal was placed in a ring about
the overflows in an effort to contain
the spreading fire but as Griffith
says, the metal “flew up into the air
like it was cardboard”.

The entire area was n_ﬁ totraffic.
The police department to swear
in ozwaom: who were unversed in law.
No Bible could be found to swear the
men in with so a dictionary was has-
tily substituted. y

Finally, two days later, the fire
burned itself out. The loss was
termed the greatest due to fire since
the blaze following the San Francisco
earthquake in 1906.

Despite the fact that the devasta-
tion was enormous, almost $4 million
worth, not a single man was injured.

(Tomorrow: In the final install-

ent, the city's history is traced
_%_Bumu:s reat Depression, the
war years and to the present, with
some observations by present City
Manager Wayne Wedin.)
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THURSDAY, ApRiL 1, 1976

. By JIM MARXEN

.MS - DSP Staff Writer
Jepression came to Brea in the

's. WPA women canned

and vegelables and a soup

'was opened, The oil fields cut
ik oh hours while community pro-
jeets were begun to aid the un-

! . However bad the situation
‘have been, not a single Brea
closed its doors. Ted Craig adds
not a cent was lost by those who
‘money in the city's banks.

It was also during the 1930’s that
Ted Craig was elected to the Califor-
nia State Assembly. He became the
youngest Speaker of the Assembly in
state history.

In 1933, a March earthquake shook
the area. Frank Schweitzer Jr. who
was in Long Beach, the center of the
quake, remembers the events of
those few moments.

“I was at a boxing match. After the
match, I crossed the Navy yard. Sud-
denly the ground opened up, there
was a gap eighteen inches wide be-
fore me. Downtown, all the buildings
were on fire.”

During World War II sentries were
posted on top of the Brea - Olinda
High School. Construction was at a
standstill and there was a housing
shortage.

After the war industry began ex-
panding anew in Brea. The Brea and
the Winchel Manufacturing Com-
panies were opened. It was alsoin the
late 40’s that the first housing sub-
division was built in the city.

According to Lloyd Reese, the
1950’s were like “a wind out of the
East’. People began coming to
California from all over the country.
The birth rate climbed in Orange
County. Better roads reached out
from Los Angeles bringing cities like
Anaheim and Santa Ana a flood of
new people.

DOWN MEM

- Brea Is Utopia
- To Its Citizens

In 1950 there were just over 3,000
ple in Brea, but by 1960 that figure
ad almost tripled. Despite this
phenomenal growth, Brea was
spared many of the growing pains
other cities in Orange County were
experiencing. Perhaps it was Brea's
distance from Los Angeles that kept
many people away; perhaps it was
the fact that Brea had.no major.
eading 1o it that spared the
crowding. Regardless of the reasons,
Brea received ‘‘quality instead of
raw growth” according to Reese.

Community spirit grew in Brea
during the 50’s. New schools were
planned, more homes were built,
churches were erected and the citi-
zens of Brea rallied together in a bit-
ter annexation fight with Fullerton. A
new police car was purchased for the
whopping price of $1,551.

In the 1960’s Brea came into its
own. The oil companies were gradu-
ally forced, because of increasing
taxes and depletion of oil, to give up
some of their lands. The population
more than doubled in that decade.
City Manager Wayne Wedin sums up
Brea’s growth pattern.

“Brea has not experienced explo-
sive growth. Our growth has been de-
liberate. Brea is in total control over
its growth, gradual growth.”

Wedin believes that the key to
Brea’s success lies in its ‘‘game
plan” and because of its many in-
volved citizens. He adds that every
new development is carefully plan-
ned and organized by the people of
Brea.

“The people of Brea wanted the
Orange Freeway,” he says, “‘they
wanted the new center.” When asked
why Brea was able to capture these
two important facilities he said with
a grin, ‘“‘Because the people of Brea
went after it.”

During the decade the city began to
plan for the future. A new civic center
was planned, plans for more residen-
tial areas were laid out, the develop-
ment of the hillsides surrounding the
city was prepared and as the city
manager says, ‘‘We were getting our
house in order.”

Wedin admits he has a somewhat
biased view towards Brea. ‘‘“The
people here are progressive, not
necessarily conservative.”” He points
out how Brea helps its senior citizens
adding that, “we’re out front in social
services.”

The community spirit in Brea has
led to the development of a new hos-
pital and the redevelopment of the
downtown area. Wedin likens the
citizenry of Brea to an entire body,
““The whole system has to work, we
have a good system here in Brea.”

_ The city of Brea continues to grow
in the 1970’s. New commercial de-
velopments prevent the city from be-
coming a bedroom community. Ex-
pansion of city limits lies in the near
future. Brea now has enough housing
todouble its population. Two regional
parks, Ted Craig and Carbon Canyon
Park, have been developed. More re-

gional parks are planned for the fu-
ture.

With the of the Brea Center
in August of 1977, even more de-
velopment is expected. The center

smiled, seen any-
thing like this?"", he asked, “Brea is
utopia as far as I'm concerned.”
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TUDY IN CONTRASTS — The city of Brea has under-
gone wholesale changes since its early oil days.
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(Star-Progress photo by Barbara Williams)

VMEMORIES OF CHRISTMASES PAST — Brea Historical Society  as they gathered for their recent holiday luncheon.
members brought past holidays in the Brea and Olinda areas to “life”
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By Barbara A. Williams

DSP Correspondent

" BREA — Red and green
“Happy Holidays” banners and a
Civic & Cultural Center Christ-
mas tree welcomed yuletide visi-
tors to Brea this year. But back
in the days of Red Cars and oil
booms, the holidays looked a bit
different, according to longtime
Brea residents.

Members of the Brea Histori-
cal Society told of paper chains
and popcorn garlands, horse-
drawn wagons and candles on
trees, as they traded Christmas
memories at their recent holiday
luncheon.

Karl Fanning, whose family
has lived in Brea since 1914,
recalled that when he was “very

small,” his family Christmas
,tree was “a living tree in a tub,”
'decorated with glowing candles.
' Wary of fires, the family always
»made sure at least one person
.remained with the Norfolk pine
.at all times, he said.
. Community Christmas Eve
. parties were held at Brea Christ-
.ian Church, he added, where a
. church-member Santa Claus pre-
. sented youngsters with boxes of
-hard candies. The cherished
- packages had cloth handles and

,.u.-u.u,-%

were about the size of animal-
cracker boxes, Fanning remem-
bered vividly.

“It was always an exciting
time,” he said. “We didn't get
many things — clothes, maybe a
toy, a simple little toy.”

Fanning’s favorites were an
erector set, that he still owns,
and miniature metal cars that he
played with for hours .in the
backyard dirt of his Madrona
Street home.

“Nowadays, girls buy jeans
with holes cut into the knees,”
Fanning said. “We used to have
holes in the knees of our jeans,
too. We played on our knees with
those cars until we wore the
jeans out.”

J. M. (Morry) Bergman, who
traces his Brea ties to 1917,
remembered stringing garlands
of popcorn and making home-
made decorations with flour-
and-water paste. Favorite gifts
were wagons and bicycles, he
said. However, with two older
brothers, his gifts were often
hand-me-downs, he noted.

“Nobody was rich, but nobody
cared. We didn’t know we were
poor,” he said. “We had locks for
our doors, but no keys. It was a
good place for kids.”

g Christmases past

And the town was pronounced
“Bree-ah,” Bergman  said
pointedly. The original
Pennsylvania-Dutch pronuncia-
tion lasted until 1940, he said,
when “an influx of correct Span-
ish” changed the town to “Bray-
ah.”

Louise (Cullen) Bleininger was
3 years old when her family
moved to Olinda and a Santa Fe
oil lease home on Santa Fe
Avenue, across the road from
what is now Carbon Canyon
Park.

Each lease had its own activi-
ties, and many of the Santa Fe
community’s events centered on
its Methodist Episcopal Church,
she said. At Christmastime, the
oil company put up a big Christ-
mas tree and gave presents to
the children of its employees,
she recalled. :

Christmas shopping could be
done in LA, Bleininger said. All
the Olinda shoppers had to do
was walk from their lease homes
to what is now Imperial Highway
and Rose Drive, where they
could catch a Red Car to the city.

“The one Christmas I especial-
ly remember on the lease was

when one fellow put on a Santa

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued from Page 1)
Claus suit and brought his horse-
drawn wagon, with horns tied on
his horse like d reindeer,” she
said. “He rode up and down the
hills. It was a lot of fun for the
kids to see.”

Catherine Seiler, vice presi-
dent of the Brea Historical Soci-
ety, said her favorite Brea
m_m_mﬁsmw took place in “1931 or

“My folks celebrated their
wedding anniversary on Christ-
mas,” she explained. “We rented
the Boy Scout house by the
railroad tracks. It was rainy, but
we had a fireplace, a stage and a
Christmas tree. .

“We all had such a good time

Christmas dolls were the topic
of conversation for Grace Ries
and Elsie Bergman. Ries remem-
bered Betsy Wetsy dolls, Gerber
baby dolls and “paper dolls —
you hardly see them anymore.”

wmnn.apn said her daughter
and .:._a:n_m would spend hours
playing with Jennie dolls,

“They were a little smaller
than Barbies. There were
clothes for them, and there were
rugs, furniture and houses for
them, too,” she recalled.

Ries added that she and her
sister, Mildred, always enjoyed
Brea’s Christmas decorations,
which once included street-light
trimmings and a community tree

that we came back on New
Year's and did it again!™

Ruth Schweitzer remembered
that the Red Lantern movie thea-
ter in downtown Brea offered
special shows for children dur-
ing the holidays. The theater
would “run all the cartoons” and
Santa Claus would pass out small
gifts, she said.

Once, when Schweitzer’s son
Chuck was a 5-year-old member
of the audience, the movie-
theater Santa was her husband,
Frank. Chuck wasn't fooled, she
said, and returned home to tell
her that his dad was Santa Claus.

“When I asked him how he
knew, he said, ‘Because of his
face,’ " Ruth recalled with a grin.

“In the middle of Pomona (Brea
Boulevard) and Birch.”

“The Santa Ana winds would
come every time they got the
decorations up,” Ries recalled.
“The winds knocked the tree
down once, but they put it up
again.”

Ries said she will always re-
member the Christmas her sis-
ter traveled from Arizona and
arrived in Brea late at night.

“It was after midnight when
she came,” Ries said. “She told
us all the cities she passed
through were dark except for
Brea, all aglow with its Christ-
mas decorations.”

“That was very special to her.”
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TRAVELERS BUILDING

The Travelers Building, located in Brea Corporate Place, .represents some of
the major changes that have occurred in Brea during the past few years.
Prior to 1985, part of this property was the site of the agricultural
center for Brea 01inda High School. The development of the Travelers

Building and other buildings within Brea Place financed the construction of
the new Brea 01inda High School.

BREA-OLINDA OIL FIELD

The historic Brea-01inda of1 field running about seven miles along the
Puente Hills north of Brea is the oldest major commercially productive oil
field in the Southern California area. The o0il discovery date was probably
around 1886. The first well in 011inda was developed by Mr. E. L. Doheny in
conjunction with the Santa Fe Railway in 1898. The first well in Brea
Canyon (1899) is still operating today.

OLEN POINTE

Olen Pointe-Brea, a one million square foot office park, was conceived by
Igor Olenicoff, founder and president of Irvine-based 0len Properties Corp.
The 34-acre project is located adjacent to the Orange (57) freeway at
Lambert Road. The project will eventually include six office buildings,
four restaurants, a hotel and a six-screen cinema complex.

Olen Pointe-Brea has been nominated for the following awards: The Glass
Association Award, the California Council of American Institute of
Architects Award and the Gold Nugget Award in connection with the Pacific
Coast Builders Conference.

BREA GOLF COURSE

The Brea Golf Course was developed in 1959, and occupies thirty acres.
Most of the land had been owned by the Orange County Flood Control
District. . It was leased, for development purposes, to the Smith
Corporation and E. M. Reese and Associates.

Brea Creek channel goes through the property. Near the bresent ﬁeventh
hole was the original City Sewer Treatment Plant, built in the 1920's.

The green-painted "clubhouse" with used brick trim contains a small pro -
shop, replacing a dining room and a bar of ear11gr years. Pa]m and
eucalyptus trees and picturesque white bridges provide visitors with an
interesting view. °



IMPERIAL GOLF COURSE

Stands of pepper trees, eucalyptus trees and formal plantings of bright
colors greet the visitor to Brea's Imperial Golf Course. The green
landscape 1s dotted with of1 wells pumping. The "grasshoppers® blend into

the landscape.

The Imperial Golf Course was opened in September of 1970. It consists of
125 acres. The 18-hole course is owned by the Union 011 Company and leased
to a management corporation. There is a large pro shop and a restaurant

which is open to the public.

BIRCH HILLS GOLF COURSE

The nine-hole Birch Hi11s Executive Golf Course is located south of Birch
Street, with the double railroad tracks forming its boundaries on the west
and on the south. The Brea Unocal plant 1ies beyond the tracks. Unocal
owns the land, which i1s leased for golf course management. The Course

was opened in December of 1974,

BREA FIRE STATION NO. 3

Brea Fire Station No. 3 was dedicated in October 1986. The features
incorporated in the Station's design reflect the City's values of community
service, functional efficiency, energy conservation and aesthetic quality.
An integral part of the station's design includes the Community Training
Room for First Aid, CPR and Public Safety Training Classes for community
groups and in-service training of fire fighters.

Brea Fire Station No. 3 won the American Institute of Architects highest
award, the "Award of Excellence".

OLINDA SCHOOL HOUSE

In the late 1890's, vast oil fields were discovered in the Carbon Canyon
area and the community of 01inda grew. At the request of the citizens, a
school district was formed in 1898. As the oil fields continued to expand,
the population grew and with it a need for a more adequate school. The
Union 011 Company donated land to the School District to serve as a school
site, and the building was erected. The new school opened in 1909 with
four classes, ranging from first through eighth grade. .

In 1960, the Carbon Canyon Dam and Regional Park Project called for the
removal of the school. The 0linda community had become reduced 1in
population, and the few children left were subsequently bussed to Brea

schools.

The building was moved in August, 1960, to its present site on the corner
of Sievers and E1m. It served as a youth club and community activities

center until 1982, when it became a facility for Senior Citizens.



WAYSIDE CHAPEL

In 1961, Mr. Syd Sybrandy and his wife and three children arrived in Brea
from South Africa. He purchased acreage fn Carbon Canyon, where he
later developed Hollydale Mobile Home Park.

His religfous nature prompted Mr. Sybrandy to build a small chapel beside
the road for passers-by. The chapel proclaims on a sign in front, “"Come
unto me all ye who labour and are heavy laden; and [ will give you rest.”
Inside, kneeling at a small prayer rail, the worshipper views a cross
within a large window picturing green trees and blue sky outdoors.

Beyond the chapel 1is a large abandoned building and empty swimming pool.
These were part of a Christian retreat, called Edendale, that the Sybrandys
operated for a number of years.

HOUSE ON ELM STREET

During the 1920's numerous architectural styles were transplanted to
Southern California. The Provincial Revival style was said to have been
brought from Europe, after World War I. With its shingle siding, this
house is one of the many examples of this style which can be discovered in
this neighborhood.

BREA OLINDA HIGH SCHOOL

Brea 01inda High School came about when people of the communities of Brea
and 011inda decided to have their own high school, rather than have their

children continue to attend Fullerton High School. At the time the
;t¥$eqfs had been riding Pacific Electric "Red Cars" to school in
ullerton.

The first class graduated in 1926. The 1933 earthquake did not damage the
building, but it was remodeled somewhat after that to meet new state laws
regarding earthquake-safe construction. The Girls' Gym, which was a
popular gathering place for many events, was destroyed by fire on April 19,
1988.

The new high school facility is due to be occupied in September 1989. The
location is north of Associated and Lambert Road. The permanent facility
is expecting an attendance of 1,750 and will be able to accommodate new

growth,
OLD CLOCK

In the early 1970's, proprietor Charles Jarvis moved his clock store to
Brea, renting a space on the south end of the first floor of the Brea Hotel

As an advertising ploy, Mr. Jarvis installed a tall and impressive clock on
the front sidewalk. It is a 90 year old railroad clock, formerly used in
Riverside. When Charles moved his "Charlie's Clock Store" to Tustin, he

.-



took the clock with him. Through negotfations, the City of Brea brought
the clock back. It was donated to the City in 1975.

BREA JUNIOR HIGH

The first elementary school in Brea was a one-room buflding, erected in
Brea Canyon in 1903. There were 27 students. 1In 1910 this structure was
replaced by Randolph School, a two-story building on the southwest corner
of what 1s now Brea Blvd. and Lambert,

Brea was growing rapidly, and a new building of stucco and red tile roofs
was soon buflt on the northeast corner of the same intersection, This was
"Brea Grammar School”. Classes of all eight grades met there beginning in

1917.

Following the earthquake of 1933, remodel ing was done to meet new legal
requirements. In 1950, the Brea Grammar School Auditorium was built and
dedicated. It was described then as "ultra-modern". Brea Grammar School

became Brea Junior High School in 1956,

BREA SENIOR CENTER

The Brea Senior Center opened on October 25, 1982 following extensive
remodeling to convert the 01inda School House, moved from 0linda, 1into a
multi-purpose Senfor Center. The Center 1is the hub for social activities,
service and support for many of the community's senior citizens. It is
owned, staffed and maintained by the City of Brea. Additional expansion
occurred in 1988 and was funded by the Senior Center Bond Act.

ART IN PUBLIC PLACES PROGRAM

Brea's Art in Public Places is one of the largest outdoor public sculpture
collections in the nation. By integrating art into every day 1ife, the

program is a major element in the City's image.

A11 new residential, commercial and industrial development projects with a
building valuation above $500,000 are required to participate. New pieces
are added to the Art in Public Places collection at a rate of six each
year, In early 1988, the program had over 70 pieces.

ART IN PUBLIC PLACES SCULPTURE - GOLDEN CALIFORNIA

Golden California was created by Artist Robert Cunningham. This cast
bronze work is a composition of the symbols of California including the
grizzly bear, valley quail, golden trout and golden poppy. The sculpture
is located at Imperial and Puente. The Don McBride Company was the

developer.




BREA MALL

The Mall opened in August of 1977 as a unique world of shopping in a well
planned commercial and entertainmment center with its four major department
stores and 140 specialty shops. A substantial 80 mi114on dollar renovation
and expansion project started in 1988, When completed, the size will have
increased by over 60 percent. Sales are expected to double to almost 400
milliondollars annually.

The construction will include: a new Nordstrom building, 75 new specialty
shops, an expanded food court, a new Robinson's store and possibly one
other major retailer. Additionally, four parking structures will be added
with 4,000 spaces upon the final completion in 1991.

The design of the project, was undertaken by RTKL Associates, Inc., an
architectural firm based in Dallas. The renovation will have a strong
California flavor with a bright and airy feel of light color finishes, a
more sophisticated and elegant 1look.

SIEVER'S HOUSE

This two-story ranch house was built in 1918 by the Siever Family and 1t
sat in the middle of a walnut grove. After the oil tank fire of 1926 in
this area, Union 0i1 Company bought the property. Later owners were the
Neuls and Durkee families. The building was characterized by the beautiful
floor plan, window style and woodwork. In 1987 the house and property was
purchased by Mercury Casualty Insurance Company. Despite many efforts, the
house was demolished but the beautiful pine trees remain.

BREA MUNICIPAL PLUNGE

The City Hall Park was developed in 1928, The Plunge opened in 1929 at a
cost of $55,000. Attendance at the 'pool was high, as there were no
residential pools in the area at the time. 01d-timers remember the rental

suits and bath towels hanging out to dry.

During 1988, the Plunge underwent complete renovation. Although the
historical outside appearance will not be changed, the inside will be
completely redesigned to meet health and safety codes as well as functional
needs. The City of Brea offers a Summer Aquatics Program complete with

swimming lessons and recreational swim.

THE GAZEBO

The Gazebo at City Hall Park was a bicentennial project of the City of Brea
and the Soroptomists International of Brea. It was dedicated July 3’.1976
and provides a marvelous "bandstand” for summer "Concerts in the Park" and

for the activities of the annual July 4th Country Fair.
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"BREA WELCOMES YOU" SIGN

Lions' Club President, Ralph Barnes and the Lions' Club Construction
Eomnittee for Civic Improvement were responsible for the erection of the
BREA WELCOMES YOU" sign that bridges Brea Boulevard between Imper{al
Highway and Birch Street. Dedication ceremonies were held on the evening
of April 5, 1934. Mayor Mike Hogue thanked and congratulated the project
group for their efforts. Lions' Club member, Frank Schweitzer, Sr.,
designed and supervised the building of the cantilever bridge for the two-
color neon sign.

A tribute was made to Mr, W. D. Shaffer, owner of Shaffer Tool Works, who
contributed much of the money for the sign. He turned on the power to
illuminate the sign as the crowd enjoyed music performed by local school
children.

BREA CIVIC & CULTURAL CENTER

Brea's award-winning Civic & Cultural Center is a distinctive building,
designed by Warneke/Dworsky, architects. Completed in 1980, the 274,000
square foot complex is the home of the City's administrative and Council
offices, police facilities, School District offices, Orange County branch
1ibrary, Chamber of Commerce offices, Dr. C. Glenn Curtis Theatre, Brea Art
Gallery, video facility, conference center and community rooms.

The total cost for. the complex came to $23 mil1ion and was financed through
the City's Redevelopment Agency, avoiding any debt to the local taxpayer.

ART IN PUBLIC PLACES SCULPTURE - KIM - OLYMPIC RHYTHMS

Kim - 0lympic Rhythms was the inspiration of Artist, Natalie Krol. This
10-foot tall sculpture depicts Rhythmic Gymnastics which was a new event in
the 1984 Olympics. A challenging process called copper repousse creates
this salute to the pursuit of excellence. The sculpture is located at
Imperial and Berry. The Mercury Casualty Company is the developer. Natalie
Krol is the creator of two additonal art works included in Art in Public
Places, Butterflies and Swinging a Child.

THE ROSE GARDEN

The Rose Garden at City Hall Park was -preceded by a large fountain built in
1946 in memory of Mr, & Mrs. William D, Shaffer, Mr. Shaffer founded tpe
Shaffer Tool Works. The fountain was in operation for ten years until
1956. The fountain was replaced with the Rose Garden. In 1988, the City
created a new program, Brea's Living Memorial Program. The Rose Garden is
now also known as the Brea Memorial Rose Garden in which a person's memory

is honored by placing their name on a plaque at the entrance to the Rose-

Garden.
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CITY HALL PARK

In 1924 the City Council took the first steps in planning for a future site
for a city park and buildings to house the city government. The land was
owned by the Union 011 Co. and the purchase price for the first two lots
showed a cost of $5,392.

Three years later the voters approved the plans and voted a bond issue for
$60,000 for the Council to proceed in acquiring the necessary land to build
a city hall, which would include a jail and quarters for the fire
department; a swimming pool and for the general improvement 1in formulating
a public park. Provision for the branch library was included in the City

Hall plans.

Not until January 1929 was the building completed. The following May an
additional $10,000 was voted to complete the improvements of the park

grounds.

Brea City Hall and Park were entered in the National Register of Historical
Places by the United States Department of the Interior on May 24, 1984.
On October 13 of that year, its historical designation was approved by the
State of California Office of Historical Preservation.

Important places in the park include: 01d City Hall, Brea Municipal
Plunge, the 01d American Legion Building (once the home of the Police
Department), the Gazebo, the City Rose Garden and the historic flag pole.

COUNTRY FAIR

Brea's July 4th Country Fair is an annual event that began in 1980 as an
offshoot of Brea Bonanza Days. The site for the fair is City Hall Park
located on Brea Boulevard. This event attracts between 4,000 and 5,000
people and is organized by a committee representing service clubs, civic
organizations and city staff.

BREA HARDWARE STORE

Stern & Goodman Mercantile Co. of Fullerton had a branch store in 0linda
for many years. Some time before 1920 they erected a one-story brick-
building on the southeast corner of Pomona (Brea B1vd.) and Ash St. and
opened a general store. This store later became Woodruff and Henigan. For
a short time one half of the store was a-cooperative grocery.

In the 1930's the store became Brea Hardware Co. and has been a hardware
store ever since. The early store had gift items of beautiful china and

housewares.




RED LANTERN THEATRE

In the early 1920's several attempts were made with outside promoters to
build a theater within the City of Brea. These efforts having failed,
several local men who had 1ived in Brea for many years, formed a company
called the Brea Investment Company, Felix Yriarte was named president.

Construction of Brea's first theatre was started in 1921, with T.H. Fowler
of Santa Ana as the contractor, and completed by March of 1922.

Opening night was a gala affair on March 7, 1922, With flood1ights
1ighting up the 'sky, the Brea Municipal Band played for the mil1ling crowd
that stood in the streets waiting to be admitted. This was Brea's first

showplace.

The Red Lantern Theater was a popular dating place of the young people of
Brea, often followed by fce cream at Stewarts Confectionary Shop next door.
One of the Red Lantern's most notable stars appearing on stage was Frances
Gumm, later known as the famous Judy Garland.

The sign and 1ight over the theatre had red glass to carry out the theme.
The ceiling lights inside were similar and hung down 1ike Chinese lanterns.
Looking out over the audience, a huge golden cross-legged Buddha with a red
11ght in the middle of its forehead was attached to each side wall. The
theater was located on the east side of Brea Boulevard, a few doors north
of Birch St. After it eventually closed, the building was remodeled and
used by Calvary Chapel Church. The building was demolished in 1987.

"SAM'S PLACE"

Originally a place for refreshment after an evening's lecture, dinner or
dance upstairs in Sewell Hall to the north, this building dates back to
the early 1900's. The George Schupert family had taken over a bakery in
one of the stores on the street level of the Delaney building on West Ash
Street. After a short time there, they moved into this two-story wooden
building to do business as a bakery and to live upstairs. A brick oven at
the rear of the buiding is a remnant of this time. Later Mr. Schupert
built the brick stores across the street and moved his business there. The
bakery was just north of the space now occupied by Brea Glass Co.

In the 1930's, the building was occupied by a cafe where oil and other
workers came in at noon for lunch.

In the 1940's, Simeon "Sam" Landa became the proprietor and operated a
similar business until his death in the 1970's. Sam's father was a Basque
sheepherder and the family were early pioneers in the Brea Canyon area.

For the past seven years, Seaton "Sid" H. Grives has owned and operated a
small bar at this location.



BREA HOTEL

This two-story frame building was built fn 1913, The outer shape i3 of
twin® buildings, a style popular then. There was room for four stores on
the ground floor, and the hotel entrance. The hotel rooms were on the
upper floor. The hotel was called "Kinsler Hotel® in the twenties and the
Kinslers also had a restaurant on the first floor. Mr. Kinsler became
Brea's first judge and a prominent citizen.

ART IN PUBLIC PLACES SCULPTURE - EAGLE

The Eagle was the creation of Daniel Gluck. The bronze Eagle stands 26
feet high with a wing span of 16 feet. The sculpture is located at Birch
and Flower Hill. The developer was The Eagle Development Company.

OLD CITY HALL COMPLEX

In 1929, Brea Government moved into City Hall, This building complex
included the seat of government and the city's only fire station. 01d
pictures of the building show the fire siren high on the roof. At the
front, on the south side, the Brea Library occupied a space. Later the

1ibrary moved and the space was remodeled for the police department. The
jail was in the basement,

01d City Hall, with its Spanish architecture, became too small finally and
in 1980, the city offices moved to the new Civic Center on East Birch
Street. 01d City Hal1l has been occupied by the American College of Law
since 1982, Renovation provided several large classrooms, as well as
offices. The Brea Historical Society also has an office in the building.

LAUREL SCHOOL

Laurel School's main building was built in 1921. Its lovely Spanish style
then included pillars across the front upon which vines grew. The large
area between the curving front steps and the doors was used sometimes as a
stage for plays, with the audience sitting in chairs on the lawn. There
was a separate kindergarten/cafeteria building also with a red-tile roof,
built just north of the main building in 1939,

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF BREA

The Baptist church had its beginning in 1925 on the northwest corner of Ash
and Pomona Avenues. In 1929 the congregation moved to a new church on East

Birch, The present stucco building with red tile roof, at Date and Flower
Streets, was dedicated in 1952,

The sanctuary is characterized by polished woodwork and lovely stained’
glass windows. Eight round clerestory windows each feature a Christian
symbol. The window behind the pulpit, originally given by Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Seiler in memory of her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Moore, has
been replaced, but still portrays Christ knocking at heart's door.

In 1962 a two-story education unit was added.
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ESSENCE OF EARLY BREA

One of the first highvays in Northern Orange County wvas a \\\\\\
couple of wagon wheel tracks in the dirt and occasionally the mud,
going north from Fullerton, Anaheinm and Santa Ana up through Brea
Canyon and through Puente Hills to the Pomona Valley. As early as

the 1890's, widely scattered Settlers from this area and other areas

came by horse and buggy to cut Judcyssquares of tar (often called
by its Spanish name, brea or asphaltum, a later designation). These
chunks were hauled home to be used mainly as fuel.

This highway was developed as an official road in 1911 and be-
came Brea's main street -- "Pomona Avenue" -- a name describing its
destination. The road was not paved until the 20's.

The first cross street wvas Central Avenue which led to LaHabra.
This created the first intersection of 1nportnnca,at what i8s now Brea
Boulevard and Central. 0il workers in Brea Canyon built houses along
the west side of Pomona Avenue, just south of Central. Later Mr.
Flanagan's little store and service station occupied the SW corner.

The Shields family lived on the NW corner on General Petroleum land.
This was called Shields' Corner.

The second cross street was LaHabra St. (Now Ash). The LaHabra
Valley Bank (now The Frame Place) was built on the SW corner of this
intersection. Obviously, the street led to LaHabra, curving south
to the course now taken by Imperial Highway west.

The LaHabra street intersection became the hub for businesses
along both sides of the narrow road to the Puente Hills. A general
merchandise store, Woodruff and Henigan, sprang up on the SE corner
and the Brea Hotel, a huge double building with a fancy facade and a
restaurant on the first floor K was near the’NE corner. It was a com-
fortable place for newly arrived oil workers to stay.

Brea's first grocery store was built and run by the Salveson
family, on the NW corner.

The landscape to which the settlers came was arid and dry. Only
a few black walnut and scrub oak trees could be seen, and only up in
the hills. Mr. Casner, a prominent citizen, purchased and planted
Palm trees along the 100 block of South Orange and other enrly streets,
establishing an idea that came to its peak in the 1930's and again in
the 1980's,0of Brea made beautiful by Mediterranean and Spanish type
homes and Guildings graced with palm trees.

As electricity became available in 1922, a bare light bulb was
suspended over the main intersection to light the way of an evening
traveler. Stores, of course, closed at sunset.

Behind the bank on Ash St., was Brea's first "rooming" house.

Many of Brea's citizens spent a few nights at the Delaney upon arrival
in the area.



Just east ot Pomona Avenue on AsSh was tne prown ana vauser
Lumber Company which did a thriving business furnishing supplien
to build houses for the newvly arriving families.

The Randolph School -- a two-story wooden building, was bullt
in 1910 on the SW corner of the intersection of Pomona Avenue and
Union 0il Road. This is now Brea Blvd. and Lambert.

Homes were scattered along Pomona Ave. from this intersection
south to the railroad tracks. The RR and handsome depot came in 1912.

Other neighborhoods were North Madrona and North Orange Streets.

At first, all of these houses had outhouses, and used coal oil lamps
for lighting.

A post office was established in 1912. There was no mail delivery
and no house numbers. It was several years before mail was received
any way except to Brea, California. Sometimes "Orange County" would

be written on the envelope. In the 20's, post office boxes were in-
stalled at the post office.

Other early homes were built on the 100 blk. and 200 blk. of
South Walnut and South Madrona, also the 100 blk of South Orange St.

Mr. Charles Kinsler, proprietor of Brea Hotel, built a home at
137 South Orange. By this time there were several stores along the
100 blk South on Brea Blvd. Some of these were: Peterkins Cash
Market and GCheen's Meats, Nethaway's Stationery, Harry Ray's Menswear,
as well as others.

W d

Mr. Kinsler became Judge Kinsler and-built a small office on the
alley behind his home. A board walk led through a vacant lot on
Pomona to Mr. Kinsler's office. Later he built a small office in front
of his home for official business. The house and office still stand.

The highest structure in the little town at first was the tower
on the Nazarene Church, built in 1912. Later the church was remode}led
and enlarged. Its taller white steeple became a local landmark. Thls
was significant because while Brea was a bustling, active place, it
was never a rowdy, brawling type of place. The early citizens hastened
to form congregations and build buildings for churches of their choice.

The largest public building, Sewell Hall, was an investment in
the growing little town by Mr. Charles Sewell of Los Angeles. Mr.
Sewell never lived in Brea. The large handsome 2-story red brick
building replaced an earlier l-story version which had been destroyed
by fire. The downstairs featured McClatchy's Hardware and other stores.
Mr. McClatchy sold toys and gifts in addition to hardware. The up-
stairs of the Sewell Bldg. had offices to the street side. First were
the city offices used for years until the city hall was built on So.
Brea Blvd. . ,"Afterward, the offices were occupied by Dr., Jarvis, den-
tist, Mabel McGee, a colorful figure from LaHabra who dealt in in-
surance and real estate, and others. To the rear of the second floor
was a beautiful large "ballroom" used by the Masonic Lodge. It also

became Brea's first "community center" with many public and private
dinners, dances, and programs given there as well as lodge functions.

=7 60— — 4;?5757

Inez C. Fanning
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The old man stopped when he
reached the ancient tree that over-
looked the town. He was breathing
heavily from the long climb up the hill
and he slumped down against the
rough bark of the tree trunk. His hand
moved idly through the black soil as he
looked out across the rooftops below.
Sunlight broke through the leaves at
odd intervals as the breeze gently
shifted the limbs around. His thoughts
were interrupted by the flickering sun-
light that broke up the shaded area he
was cultivating with his hand, reflect-
ing off a polished stone he had unco-
vered. A strange looking stone, he
thought, picking it up and brushing
away the clinging dirt by rubbing it on
his sleeve.

Thisisan ancient arrowhead, shined
and blunted from years of natural
wear. I wonder how long it has been
here, he asked himself, turning the
discovery over on his palm.

The canyon must have looked much
different then, he thought, I mean
when this arrowhead was new. The
sights and sounds of progress were un-
known to the Shoshone Indians who
lived here before we knew the earth
was round. I wish I could have been
here then. It would have been good to
see the Indians living in their
brushwood shelters and hunting in
these hills.

In the cool stillness of the shade the
old man could almost see them stalk-
ing the deer that still roam freely in the
hills.

Down on the canyon floor he could
see the marker that was built on the
place where the Spaniards camped in
1769.

I wonder what the Shoshone thought
when the Spanish came here for the
first time. I remember reading what
the Spanish reported in their journals
about the Shoshone. It is very sad, he
said to himself, that we do not have a
record of what the Indians thought, or
what they said to Don Gaspar De Por-
tola and his sixty soldiers. We don't
even know what their names were.
Perhaps they helped the Spanish find
the trail to Monterey or acted as guides
for them. He smiled, hoping it was
true,

/\n,
History

I hope the Indians did not know then
that their lives would never be the
same again.

Perhaps, he said to himselr. Perhaps
the Shoshone were absorbed by the
Spanish who ruled California until
1821. The Indians could have taught
the white men many useful things
about the oil here. They used it as a
medicine and later the settlers learned
to use it as a fuel and to waterproof
their homes against the rains. That
many be their legacy to use, he
thought. It would be a good memory.

Brea is a fine name for this rich
countryside, although the Indian word
for tar might be better than the
Spanish.

So little really changes he said to
himself, turning the black soil in his
hand. Almost everything has changed
since the Shoshone were here. Except
the oil. Everything depends on that.
That is why we came with all the
others in 1895. The oil is the reason the
town is here and all the new changes
came after those first great wells were
in. Even the later growth that does not
depend on the oil only came because
the wells endured through the hard
times.

A lot of my old friends came then,
when wages were good and life was
very hard. He laughed remembering
the boyish pranks they played at the
new school that the Union Qil Com-
pany built for them back in 1903.

Everylhing moved faster after that.
The men in town filed a map Lo estab-
lish a township here. And then the
promoters came. We had to be careful
where we hunted after that. Almost

every week a new house would spring
up where wild game used to roost. But
worst of all was the day the water sys-
tem finally got hooked up. From then
on I spent almost every night soaking
in the bath. It was not so bad after the
electric lights were hooked up. At least
I could read a Bret Hart story while I
got myself all squeaky clean for
mother, for Sunday School, or for a
ride onthe Pacific Electric Line, or for
ashow at the Red Lantern, or fora long
day at school. Still, there were some
bad points about the street lights. The

Continued on Page 14
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brea hiltorg continued

games we played at night were spoiled
by the light shining down on a|] the best
hiding places, he remembered. His
father had said that i Was a good thing
to have the lights now that we had
some of those new automobiles run-

ning around town. It made him sad to me = -

remember those early days when life
Was so much simpler and leisurely.

The old man got to his feet very
slowly, feeling tired and burdened
With the nemories of his childhood and
the growth of the town. He started
back down the hill and turned up to-
ward the center of town. He stopped
for the signal that regulated the flow of
traffic in the city now, and looked off to
the west along Lambert Road. He
smiled remembering the crowds atthe
old ball park cheering for Babe Ruth
and Walter Johnson of the Washington
Senators— their own home town boy.
He could never forget that day in QOc-
tober of 1924 when the big leagues
came to town for an exhibition game.

The light changed to green and he
had started off again when he noticed
the striking colors of the sunset. Tears
filled his eyes as he stood looking at the
reddening sky, remembering the ter-
rible oil fire that exploded before
breakfast on April 8, 1926 when lightn-
ing struck the Stewart Tank Farm.

The light was green again and he
started off hoping that the next time
Brea is talked about in the National
Press it would be for great achieve-
ments and not another disaster.

The old man did not stop again until
he came to the corner of Birch Street
near the center of the downtown area.
Alot of friends helped put up that ‘Wel-
come T ea’ sign he thought as he
looked up! hd saw it hanging across
the boulevard. It is a very good monu-

“ment for the city. I remember when it
first went up in the middle of the De-
pression. Even then, with all of the
other troubles people had, they
thought about the city. And the money.
Some might think we were foolish to
build a sign instead of buying food. But
they were not here then, he thought.

14
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Those who see the metal and the lights
/Will not remember the soup kitchens

“and the shelters for the victims of the

earthquake. They will not remember

., the destruction of the winds and fire in
| the oil fields. They cannot remember

Judy Garland playing at The Red Lan-
tern, and they did not have savings in
the Oil Field National Bank.

The sign has taken on a character
from the town, he said. I wonder if the
newer people see it, or if the character
I see is only the reflection of the things
it reminds me of.

Sometimes I think we should set
aside a special place up on that hill for
the younger people, he said almost out
loud. Perhaps it would not mean as
much to them now. It could not mean
the same to them. But it is a thought.
They have to write their own histories
and the history of the city of tomorrow.
I hope they ask me what I think. I will
tell them that those early days of high
wages and hard living made all the dif-
ference in this town. All of the industry
and the homes, all of the planning and
all of the promise, all that is Brea
today and all that Brea will be is the
harvest of seeds that were_planted
deep in the oily soil of a‘quicter time,
long ago. >

We used to have a saying here in
town, *‘OIL — ORANGES — OPPOR-
TUNITY!" It is mostly the opportun-
ity thatis left now, he said to himself.
But that is the most important thing,

~afterall. ——

It was growing dark as the old man
turned to walk down the street to his
house. He looked back over his shoul-
der and smiled as the lights flickered

on around the old sign thatm

[ “Welcome ™ Hrea!”
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library

If you like to read poetry, a good
novel, or keep up to date on what’s
happening in the business world. the
Brea Library has it.

A distinct advantage is being able to
obtain a free library card, which is
lionored at all Orange County lib-
raries, with exception of Buena Park.

The Children’s Librarian, Virginia
Crabb, is at the disposal of the younger
BREANS. She supervises the “'sum-
mer reading program’’, “slory time"’,
and “‘movies" every Thursday, plus
“Kiddy Kraft" once a month. Imagi-
nationand art are fostered through the

annual Children’s Book Week Contest

and the National Library Week in
which students compete county-wide
in designing their own unique book
mark.

-t _..&, '>r.’

The present library has been in the
same location since 1962, and is open
Monday through Thursday noon till 9
p.m.; Friday noon till 5 p.m.; and
Saturday 10 a.m. till 5 p.m.

By 1980, the new libravy hopefully
will be in operation. It will house a
larger staff, more periodicals, more
business references, and an innova-
tive idea which has nroven successful
of co-mingling non-fiction books that
will be available to students as well as
adults. This will not only eliminate
duplication, but cut down on costs as
well.

With 30,000 volumns,numerous
magazines, newspapers, and periodi-
cals at your disposal, Barbara
Brotherton, headlibrarian, plus a staff
of six, are there to help you meet your
needs.




City always planning for the future

By Katie Hodgson
Brea Junior High School

Even before 1917, when
Brea became a city, its citi-
zens had begun planning for
the future. We have changed
many things in Brea, but still
kept the motto “0Oil, Orange
m:a. Opportunity.” When the
Indians lived here, they dis-
covered ‘‘brea,” or tar.
Portola probably would not
have expected this land to

become the great city it is
today.

Brea became a city be-
cause of its people. The
reason people came to the
then-known Randolph area
was for jobs in the oil and
citrus industries. The people
first lived in the Brea Canyon
area, until downtown Brea
was developed. Even early
on, Brea’s citizens were con-
cerned. As they gazed at the
barren hills, a plan was de-

vised to plant the hills with
trees and shrubs.

Brea’s history has had
many positive and negative
occurrences, but the 1926 dis-
aster was probably the worst.
On April 8, 1926, lightning
struck oil tanks in the oil
fields. Many tanks exploded,
houses were destroyed, or-
ange groves were burned,
and roofs were blown off, yet
its citizens proved they were
strong and rebuilt the city.

Brea has always attracted
people to its city because of
the “good life.” In 1926, Babe
Ruth and Walter Johnson
played baseball here at one
of our parks. Although the
absence of winter weather is
desirable in Southern Cali-
fornia, Brea has been fortu-
nate to have had a white
layer of snow grace its lawns
and fields one special day in
1949.

Here in Brea we have many
historic building. For

example, the Brea Hotel 1s
where the first settiers
stayed; the carpet store
which used to be a grocery
store; the frame store, which
had the first voting booth; as
well as Cannings Hardware,
Wall Building, the old city
hall, and most famous even
to the kids today, The Plunge.
The Plunge was built in 1929
and was the first community
pool in Orange County. It was
completed with a fountain
and a high dive.

We have come a long way
in our city and we still keep
improving. As we march into
the future, we keep striving
to make Brea a model for
other cities to follow. With
our profitable mall/hotel
complex, our Art in Public
Places plan, and our environ-
mental award-winning
recycling project, we con-
tinue to work together to im-
prove Brea, making it the
best little city in the world.



ESSENCE OF EARLY BREA

"Essence: that which makee something wkat it is;
intrinsie, fundamental."”

One cf the first highways in Northern Orange County was a
couple of wagon wheel tracks in the dirt, occasionally the mud,
going north from Santa Ana, Anaheim, and Fullerton through Brea
Canyon and through Puente Hills to the Pomona Valley. As early
as the 1890's widely scattered settlers from this area and other
areas came by horse and buggy to cut squares of tar (often called
by its Spanish name, brea, or acphaltum, a later designation).
These chunks were hauled home to be used mainly as fuel.

This highway was developed as an official road in 1911,
and it became Brea's main street--Pomona Avenue--a name describ-
ing its destination. The road -7as not paved until the 20's.

The first cross street was Central Avenue, which led to
La Habra. This created the first intersection of importance at
what is now Brea Boulevard and Central. 0il workers in Brea
Canyon built houses along the west side of Pomona Avenue, just
south of Central. Later, Mr. I'lanagan's little store and service
station occupied the southwest corner. The Shields family lived
on the northwest corner on General Petroleum land; thus, it was
called "Shields' Corner."

The second cross street was La Habra Street (now Ash
Street). The La Habra Valley Bank (now The Frame Place) was built
on the southwest corner of this intersection. Obviously, the

street led to La Habra, curving south to the course now taken by
Imperial Highway west.

The La Habra street intersection became the hub for busi-
nesses along both sides of the narrow road to the Puente Hills.
A general merchandise store, Stern and Goodman (later Woodruff
and Henigan) sprang up on the southeast corner; and the Brea Hotel,




a huge double bullding with a fancy facade and A& restaurant on
the firet floor, was near the portheast corner. It was a comfor-
table place for newly arrived pil workers to stay.

brea's [irst grocery store was built and run by the
Ealveeon family on the northwest corner.

The landscape to which the settlers came was arid and dry.
Only a few black walnut and scrub oak trees could be seen, and
these only up in the hills. Mr. william Casner, a prominent citi-
ren, purchased and planted palm trees along the 100 block of South
Orange Street and other early streets, establishing an idea which

came to its peak in the 1930's and again in the 1980's: a Brea {

made beautiful by Mediterranean and Spanish type homes and build-
ings, graced with palm trees,

. As electricity became available in 1922, a bare light
bulb was suspended over the main intersection to light the way of
an evening traveler. Stores, of course, closed at sunset.

Behind the La Habra Valley Bank, on Ash Street, was Brea's
first "rooming" house. Many of Brea's citizens spent a few
nights at the Delaney upon arrival in the area.

Just east of Pomona Avenue, on Ash Street, was the Brown
and Dauser Lumber Company which did a thriving business furnish-
ing supplies to build houses for the newly arriving families. H

The Randolph School, a two-story wooden building, was
built in 1910 on the southwest corner of the intersection of
Pomona Avenue and Union Oil Road. This is now Brea Boulevard b
and Lambert. )

The railroad, with its handsome depot, came in 1912,
Homes were scattered along Pomona Avenue south from Lambert to
the railroad tracks. Other neighborhoods were on North Madrona
and North Orange Streets. At first, all of these houses had
outhouses, and coal cil lamps were used for lighting.

Other early homes were built on the 100 and 200 blocks
of South Walnut and South Madrona, and on the 100 block of South

Crange Street, Ny, (harles rale g
bullt his heem at 1317 Scum M”.:“.ﬂ. propristes of the Sras Swal,
A poat office was establlered in 1212,
rall delivery, ror any kouse nushers uged, It was severa] years
before mall was recelved any way ercegt o “Prea, Callforsis.”
Sometimes, "Orange County” would be written on the snvelepe, In
the 1920's poat office boxes wera fratalle® at the Prat o«w_n;.

Trere vag pn "Prws’

By this time, there wers geveral gtores alcng the 160
block South on Brea Boulevard. Scme of thess were: Feterkin's
Cash Market and Gheen's Meats, Nethawvay's Etatlicrery, Rarry Ray's
Menswear, as well as others.

Mr. Kinsler became Judge Kinsler and had a emall office
‘on the alley behind his home &n Orange Street. A board walk led
rotgh a vacant-lot-on Pomona Avenue to Mr. Kirsler's office.
Later, he bullt a small office in front of his kome for official

business. The house and office still stand.

The highest structure {n the little town at this time was
the tower on the Nazarene Church, built in 1912. Later, the
church was remcdelled and enlarged. Its taller, white steeple
became a local landmark. This was significant because while Rrea
was a bustling, active place, it was never a rowdy, brawling type
of place. The early citizens hastened to form congregations and
build buildings for churches of their choice.

The largest public building, Sewell Hall, was an invest-
ment in the growing little town by Mr. Charles Sewell of Los
Angeles. Mr. Sewell never lived in Brea. The large, handscme,
two-story, red brick building replaced an earlier cne-story version
which had been destroyed by fire.

The downstairs featured McClatchy's Hardware, and other
stores. Mr. McClatchy sold toys and gifts in additiocn to hardware.

The second floor of the Sewell Building had offices on
the street side. First were *he city offices, used for years
until the City Hall was built on South Brea Boulevard in 1929.




Afterward, the offices were occupied by Dr. C. C. Jarvis, dentist;
Mabel McGee, a colorful figqure from La Habra who dealt in insur-
ance and real estate; and others.

To the rear of the second floor was a beautiful, large
"ballroom” used by the Masonic Lodge. It also became Brea's first

"community center" with many public and private dinners, dances,
and programs given there, as well Lodge functions.

This was the "essence" of Early Brea!

-=-Inez C. Fanning
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BREA: FROM OIL TOWN TO COMMERCIAL CENTEﬁ ot

at
The City of Brea's history begins with its geography. It sits in the northeastern corner of Orange CO'-""Vwa"s tor US€

of Brea Canyon, where early Californians came to cut chunks of the oil-soaked earth from the canyon rch
as fuel in heating their homes and as waterproofing for their roofs. In 1894, the Union Qil Cpf':‘,mlg‘;mved tg
approximately 1200 acres of land in the area, and began oil production the following year. Unio and schod
be very successful, and soon other oil companies also began purchasing land, and hiring workers. Shops

were soon needed to serve the growing population.

. . . . _ﬂwr

On February 23, 1917, the City of Brea was incorporated with a population of 732. Two upper
Sewell Building became the Council Chambers until the first city hall was builtin 1929, along the newly -
Avenue (Brea Boulevard). o _ , e 19

As more and more houses were built, Brea grew from a rural community into an established town. %Ja"rgg:.hcanyon
and 60s, subdivisions totaling over nine square miles sprouted within the city limits. Ar_1d in 1960 o5 County at
was annexed into Brea, making it one of the largest cities in land area, 11.6 miles, in Orang
that time.

Brea’s geographical location continued to play an important role in the second phase of the City's history-
Orange County’s growth in the 1960’s created a demand for roads, and
three major highways eventually came to bisect the town. The Orange
Freeway (57), established in 1972, extends north/south. Imperial Highway
(State Route 90) runs east/west, as does Carbon Canyon Road (State
142). These transportation corridors made Brea a natural location for
businesses of several types. So as the oil wells began to be depleted, the
industrial nature of Brea began to change. Union Qil built its research
center in town. Security Pacific Bank decided to locate its regional check
cashing facility in town, and in 1977, the Brea Mall was completed. This
regional shopping center has been very successful and is undergoing
more than $130 million in expansion.
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WAYNE wa,zl:
Mayor The 1980's Brea is a City that Council members like to describe as well- Mayor Pro

CARREY J. NELSON

balanced, because of its combination of residential neighborhoods with
commercial and industrial facilities. Its resident population now numbers
33,000, with a working population of over 110,000. There are 18,225
registered voters.

CITYCOUNCIL................. 990-7718 CITY ENGINEER

Meets 1st & 3rd Tuesday 7 p.m. SamW.Peterson ................. 990-7763
 Comcroman nihe Gounci Chamber CO::\:InMUN:I'rSYonSERVICES DIRECTOR O anan

:‘:‘_:_YOR ------------------------ 9907703 " RotWixted . . .................... 990-7636 -
ITY MANAGER
Frank Benest .. .................. 990-7710 DEVEL%PgﬂENT SERVICES

ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER amesR.Cutts . ................. 990-7690
DeniseE.Ovrom . ................ 990-7770 MAINTENANCE SERVICES

CITY ATTORNEY DIRECTOR
JamesL.Markman ............... 990-0901 Patrick McCarron.............. --990-7648

CITY CLERK PERSONNEL DIRECTOR 3
DonnaM.Rhine ................. 990-7757 Becky Ross lacobucci . ... ..... .. .. 990-7719

GENE LEYTON : FRANK BENEST
Councilman

City Manager
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For more information, contact:
ORANGE COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIVISION

180 South Water Street
Orange, California 92666

(714) 744-0579

Before The
Shaking Starts

Prepare Your Family

* Know the safe spots in each room: against inside
walls, under sturdy tables, desks or supported door-
ways

* Know the danger spots: windows, mirrors, hanging
objects, fireplaces, and tall unsecured furniture.

* Practice drills. Physically place yourself in safe

locations. This is especially important for children to
know and do.

¢+ Learn firstaid and CPR (cardiopulmonary resusci-
tation) from your local Red Cross chapter or other
community organization

* Keep a listing of emergency numbers.

Prepare Your Home

* Learn how to shut off gas, water and electricity (if
lines are damaged).

Water Valve

Circuit Breaker PuII-OuFt Cartridge

use

« Keep breakables or heavy objects on bottom shelves.
« Secure tall heavy furniture which could topple, such
as bookcases, china cabinets or wall units.

« Secure water heater and appliances
which could move enough to rupture
a gas or electricity lines.

’

+ Secure hanging plants and heavy picture frames or
mirrors (especially over beds).

« Put latches on cabinet doors to hold closed during
shaking.

» Keep flammable or hazardous liquids such as

paints, pest sprays or cleaning products in the garage
or outside shed.

« Check chimneys, roofs, walls, foundation for struc-
tural condition.

* Maintain emergency food, water (minimum of 1
gallon per person per day, for drinking, cooking and
hygiene) and other supplies, including a flashlight,a
portable battery-operated radio, extra batteries, medi-
cine, first aid kit and clothing.

Duting the Shaking
D S

s

Hunt for hazards:

* Check for gas and water leaks,
broken electrical wiring or sewage
lines. If there is damage, turn utility off
at the source.

= Check building for cracks and

Ifindoars, stay there Get undaer g desk
or table or stand in @ doorway Of
corner. If outdoors, get into an open
area away lrom trees, buildings, walls
and power lines

==\
If driving, pull your car 1o the side of
| the road and stop. Avoid overpasses of
power lines. Remain inside until the
— shaking is over.

Ifin a highrise building, stay away from
windows and outside walls. Get under
a table. Do not use the elevators.

It in a crowded public place, do not
rush for the doors. Move away from

display shelves containing objects that
may fall.

]‘I

HAfter The Shaking
Stops

Check for injuries. Apply first aid. Do
not move seriously injured individuals
unless they are in immediate danger.
Do not use the telephone uniess there
is a severe injury or fire.

damage, including roof, chimneys and
foundation. \

+ Check food and water supplies.
Emergency water may be obtained
from water heaters, melted ice cubes,
toilet tanks and canned vegetables.

* For Emergency Broadcast System
(EBS) information tune in your portable
radio to any Orange County station. Co-
operate fully with public safety officials.
Do not use your vehicle unless there is
an emergency. Keep the streets clear for
emergency vehicles.

Be prepared for aftershocks.

DON'T PANIC.

Stay calm and lend a hand to others in
need.

J
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Batty Straw demonstralos antique curling irons

Beach buff Karl Fanning models a moth-

o

eaten

lifeguard suit.
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dies from Paris and postcards
from exotic islands signaled
gratitude for the loved ones al
home

Seiler's section of the after
noon program focused on hand
iwork, a popular pastime with
the women of the decade. Dres
ger scarves, lableclothes and in
tricately crocheted doiles were
stretched across the speaker’s
stand, drawing a multitude of
“ooohs’ and “‘aaahs.”

But it was the personal touch
that charmed the audience. My
mother (Margaret Moore) had a
leg amputated, and a few months
later, arthritis set into her
hands,”” said Seiler. *“The doctor
told her the best therapy was

h\\hq‘xl s

y=re

stitching handwork, so she
started with a erochet hook.™

Demonstrating an awkward,
gripped - hand technique, Seiler
noted it took her mother a long
time to get adjusted to working
with painful fingers. ‘‘But she
was a determined woman. By the
time she died, she had crocheted
135 afghans, which many people
in town cherish.”

“] have one,”" spoke out one
lady. ‘‘Me, too,” chimed in
another. obviously proud to own
a Moore Original.

The club women were invited
toinspect the trunk treasures fol-
lowing one more event that had
just become a part of Brea's his-
tory.

a7
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Brea history buffs
unlock family treasures

“Brea’s past includes yesterday

Fanning opened the luncheon

and this morning. We're not an old show with a brief outline of her
cronies’ club, we're just reminisc- parents’ trip to the oil rich town.

ing.”
— Karl Fanning, president
Brea Historical Soclety,
1984

By Barbara Glasone
DSP Maneging Edttor

Brea Historical Society’s'
traveling trunk show tumbled
into Pioneer Hall Tuesday,
stocked with remnants of early |
north Orange County. With the
dexterity of an amateur magi-)
cian, Inez Fanning pulled out|
enough memories to pack a
museum.

Tucked inside her family’s re-

" stored trunk was a baby’s belly

band, drawing quick recognition
from the Brea Woman’s Club au-
dience. And, yes, they remem- |
bered the lingerie teddies of the!
'20s with that discreet strip hold-
ing the leg openings together.
The women marveled, sighed
and compared family antiques: |

Catherine Seiler shared stories

as Fanning, Betty Straw and )

of Brea from 1915-1930.

Married in 1914, Richard and
Margaret Jones were urged to
travel from Rock County, Colo.
toalittle town of 600 near the Ful-
lerton train stop. Two years la-
ter, a team of horses met the

Joneses at the depot and took
them to the Jameson House on
Central Avenue in Brea.

““The oil boom brought lots of
people to Brea,” recalled Fan-
ning. *“But soon there were lean
times when a $1 per day wage
forced families to live together
until they could scrape up money
for a down payment on a lot.

““The East Coast immigrants
could hardly believe people could
live in such flimsy housing,” she
continued.

Reaching deep into the
brightly - painted luggage, Fan-
ning snapped up the Jones Fam-
ily Bible and a tattered black

book. ““This is the doctor book,”
“she explained, evoking chatter
among the elderly observers.
“You remember, there weren’t

many doctors around in those
days, so when we had an ailment,
we went straight to the doctor
book."”

Switching to the town's his-
tory, Fanning noted Brea was in-
corporated February, 1917 just
before World War I ‘‘and Brea
would never be the same again.

‘‘Every spare dime," she said,
‘‘was given to war bonds. The flu
hit hard. But the best memory of
all was Armistice Day at the
corner of Ash Street and Brea
Boulevard - where hundreds
gathered for one of Brea’s
biggest celebrations.” "

By the mid '20s, motor transit
linked Brea to the world. Brea
Grammar School, Brea Olinda
High School and Laurel Elemen-
tary were in operation to educate
the town’s young folks.

‘“Meanwhile, the major con-
cern among the local women was
the’Monday morning race to see
who could get her washing on the
line first,” Fanning recounted,
drawing laughter from the club

_nembers. ‘“Those early Brea

women worked hard to get their
chores done and keep their
homes in order.”

while (i historical society trio
continued draping garments
around the podium, Fanning pul-
led out dustcaps, embroidered
baby shoes, celluloid hair brush,
her cuffed, lace baby panties and
corset covers.

Straw, who was born and
raised in Fullerton, displayed
her mother’s dress, an uncle’s
barber strap and razor used inan
early Brea shop, leather hair
curlers and up - to - the ~elbow
gloves.

Digging deeper into the trunk,
Fanning unloaded international
souvenirs mailed to her mother
from soldier relatives stationed
around the world. Beaded hand-
bags from the Middle East, mid-
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A WALK THROUGH HISTORY — The Brea Historical Soclety and
City Historical Commitiee co-sponsored a tour of old downtown Brea
Saturday. At top right, president of the Brea Historical Society Inaz
Fanning explains the history behind the Old City Hall building to
interested community members who gathered for the two-hour walk.
At lower right, Fanning tells the group about Sam's Place, an original
fixture on Brea Boulevard that the Historical Committee has selected
for preservation following the redevelopment of the downtown.
Above, Fanning guides the tour down palm tree lane (Orange
Avenue). Brian Saul, chairman of the Historical Committee, led a
similar group through the downtown area, about 50 people in all
coming out for the informative day. The Historical Society and
Historical Committee are planning future tours of the city's relics
before redevelopment plans begin demolition on many of them.

Star-Progress photos
by Mark Berg






Brea experienced a historical loss Sunday,
April -15, ﬂrm: the Wahl Building at 109 E.
Ash was destroyed by fire.

Brea firefighters were notified of the con-
flagration at 4:23 a.m. when a passerby in-
formed them that a “building around the cor-
ner was on fire.”

Incoming units found the building fully
involved, with fire visible within all the down-
stairs windows, and focused their attention
on protecting two nearby structures — the
Brea Senior Housing complex and the Brea
Hotel.

Units from Fullerton, La Habra and Buena
Park also were called in for assistance, and
the use of a ladder truck from Brea Boulevard
by the Fullerton Fire Department was
utilized to help control the blaze and keep it
away from the neighboring structures.

Built in the early 1900s for use as an office
and retail center, the Redevelopment
Agency-owned structure has been vacant for
the past few months. It was scheduled to be
refurbished as part of the recent redevelop-
ment activities in downtown.

A total of 30 firefighters worked for over an
hour to extinguish the fire, with several more
called in to stand by on the reserve engine. No
injuries were reported by either firefighters
or residents of the nearby structures.

The American Red Cross set up a shelter at
Brea Junior High for the residents displaced
from the Brea Hotel and also provided some
food and drinks for the emergency personnel.

The building was considered a total loss
and will be demolished sometime in the near
future.

Burned facade could be reborn |

By Luls Zaragoza
The Register

BREA — Preservationists
hope the Craftsman-style fa-
cade of an 80-year-old former
apartment building recently de-
stroyed by fire can be repro-
duced somewhere in a proposed
downtown redevelopment pro-
ject. Fire officials have not de-
termined the cause of a “‘suspi-
cious” early-morning fire
turned the boarded-up, two-sto-
ry Wall Building at 109 E. Ash
St. into a charred shell. The
building had been earmarked
for historical preservation.

The loss of the wood building,
named after the family who
lived in it for more than 30

WALL:

. FROM 1

redevelopment project, said Inez
Fanning, president of the Histori-

| cal Society and member of the

Brea Historical Committee.
“That was a very special build-

- ing,” she said. “It deserved to be

saved.”
The Wall Building was one of

: three commercial buildings the

. seven-member,

city-sponsored
Historical Committee recently rec-
ommended for preservation. The
City Council established the com-
mittee last year for advice on pres-
ervation issues.

What came to be called the Wall
Building was built in 1911 as a
home and a restaurant along what
is now Brea Boulevard. The Wall
family purchased it in 1919. They
lived in the second story, while
renting out the divided first story
as arestaurant and other business-
es.

Wall family members lived in it
until they sold it in the early '50s. It
subsequently was moved to face
Ash Street and was split up into
apartments, By the late '70s, it was

years, was ‘‘really,a ﬂ_m_ ster
and a disappointment,” "said
Karl Fanning, a member:
Brea Historical Society.

No injuries were repo
the blaze, which collapsed the
roof. Transients had called the
vacant building home'for some
time, witnesses told arson in-
vestigators.

The cause of the fire is under
investigation, Fire Department
Battalion Chief Bill Simpkins
said.

Talks are under way to répli-
cate the building's Craftsman-
style facade in designs for new
buildings to be built downtown
as part of a proposed 50-acre

Please see WALL/8

Plans go up in smoke

vacant, The city's Redevelopment

Agency purchased the building in
1980.
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Environmentalist recalls early Brea -

750
By Barbara Glasone
D8P Managing Editor

BREA — When Walton Wright
swings a few verbal complaints
toward golf course developers,
he often gains the sympathy of
county oldtimers.

Local historical society mem-
bers are no exception.

In the north county area alone,
native Breans recall more than
one bulldozér that cleared an
entire willow woodland for a
putting area.

As Wright flipped through a
“Native Plants and Animals of
the Brea Area” slide show Mon-
day night, Brea Historical Soci-
ety members lamented the
passing of groves and floral
displays that once peppered the
canyons.

“We forget the value of our
natural resources,” Wright told
his captive audience, seated in
the First Baptist Church fellow-
ship hall. “We plan them right
out of existence. If we don’t start
planning for 200 years from now
and save our significant re-
sources, we won't have anything
left.”

Wright, who serves as coordi-
nator of educational programs at
the Natural History Museum in

Newport Beach, illustrated his
predictions with a county story.
“County people attempted to
move an oak tree from Coto de
Caza to optimize building space,”
he recalled. “They allocated
$40,000, only to discover it would
take months to box the tree,
“First they loaded it onto a
flat-bed truck and brought in a
crane. When they found it
couldn't be lifted, a second crane
was brought in, the wheels of the
truck sank and the trailer was
bent. The irony of the whole

incident was the tree couldn’t
survive.”

The nature enthusiast also be-
moaned the proposed Soquel Ca-
nyon Road thoroughfare plan
that could devour the habitats
between San Bernardino County
and Brea, and add 39,000 homes
along the corridor.

“Brea won't get that much out
of the deal,” said Wright. “And
we can't afford to pay a share of
{ s

Times and the environs have
changed since Wright romped
through the willow woodlands of
Coyote Creek in the early ’S0s
He quickly recalled his Scouting
days when he and his buddies
made plaster casts of raccoon
prints.

 "But now the area is the site of
Fullerton Golf Course and Aro-
vista Park,” he pointed out. “The
beauty of the old trees is long
gone.”

In a color-slide show of Brea's
long-forgotten beauty, Wright

- remembered the north county

town as a land of orange and
lemon groves, surrounded by
open grasslands.

Early Brea, he reminded
historical members, harbored
starlings from the East Coast,
cabbage white butterflies, opos-
sums introduced in the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area and red foxes
that were brought from Missouri
to the Palos Verdes Peninsula.

In the 1920s and ’30s, landown-

ers planted cassia that often
attracted the cloudless sulphur
butterflies. Eucalyptus trees, he
added, were introduced to
Orange County in 1872 in El
Toro.
* Continuing  his  historical
agenda, Wright noted that Ber-
muda grass came from East
Africa; farmer’s foxtail from
Eastern Europe and
artichoke thistle, brought by the
Italian farmers prior to 1938.
“The county had to spend as
much as $200,000 to eradicate
that thistle,” Wright added.

The conservationist recalled
a profusion of local color when
spring  wildflowers bloomed
along Imperial Highway. “The

the |

old fields past Kraemer were
mmn__nu to behold,” he said. “Now
we have to travel to Arlington to
enjoy the beauty.”

He suggested society mem-
bers look south along the 60
Freeway near Phillips Ranch
Road to enjoy pockets of lupine.
Some, he said, could also be
spotted along Brea Canyon Road.

The slides continued to roll,
displaying remnants of the oak
woodlands that were planted
1,500 years ago in Carbon and
Tonner canyons, the wild buck-

a
wheat and the Mariposa lily,
rare plant that bloomed in Ton-
ﬁiil&lﬁ.ﬂ%
mental showcase, Wright
screened a slide of a lizard, one
of the few -_.—.142.-5 vanuﬂ heavy- :
construction eq

Members started to share
their personal memories of the
plant beauty of early Brea.
Others shook their heads in dis-
belief. They realized the urban
forest could never replace the
sprawling woodlands. -

Walton Wright
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On the line: Construction of Brea's first telephone exchange in the summer of 1925 was considered a big step
forward for the city. There were three or four operators and a supervisor who worked eight-hour, dally shifts.

Recalling the phone exchange

In this age of cellular
telephones and satellite
communications, it may be
hard to believe that at one time
just picking up your telephone
in Brea and hearing a simple,
“Number, please” was
considered a big deal.

AWALKIN TIME

By Brian Saul

With the current
redevelopment of the old
downtown area and the
demolition of the city’s historic
structures, the little building at
115 E. Birch St., where those
two words were repeated over
and over, now is awaiting its
fate.

Built in 1925 of “Spanish
design” and roofed by
handmade tile, it stands empty
and silent now, but back in the
'20s its construction as Brea’s
first telephone exchange was
considered a big step forward
for our city. No longer would
Breans have to place their calls
through another town. We now
had our own exchange, part of
the Pacific Telephone and
Telegraph Co.

Opening day ceremonies took
place in that summer of 1925.
Among those on hand to
celebrate the event was Brea
Mayor C.A. Sullivan, who had
the honor of saying the first
words over the new system.
Talking to E.A. Beard, manager
of the Orange County division
of the telephone company, that
initial conversation went as
follows:

“Hello, is this Mr. Beard?”
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“Yes, this is Beard, manager
of the telephone company.”

“I wish to thank you for the
honor of being permitted to
place the first call over the new
Brea Exchange board.”

Formalities over, the
exchange and the newly hired
switchboard operators got
down to business and the first
calls were put through.

According to Ruth Moseley
Calderwood, who worked as an
operator from the early '30s to
the mid-'40s, there were three
or four operators and a
supervisor who worked eight-
hour daily shifts.

“Besides the main
switchboard room, there was a
bathroom and another small
area with a sink and a cot,” she
said.

For those Breans who did not
have a phone, there was a
public telephone booth that
was open 24 hours a day.

During the 23 years of its life,
the little building on Birch
Street played an important role
in assisting during
emergencies here and in the
surrounding area.

In an early written history of
Brea, Winifred Crabill, long-
time operator, said the first
emergency that the operators
had to deal with was the huge
Brea Stewart Tank Farm Fire
0f 1926. They also assisted with
communications following the
Long Beach earthquake of 1933.

She continued by saying that
perhaps the greatest service
the exchange was able to
provide, though, was
coordinating relief efforts
during the disastrous 1938
Atwood flood. By maintaining

[EERRVE XY N

an open line between Placentia
and the old American Legion
Building in City Hall Park, the
operators were able to relay
information crucial in the
rescue work.

As important as they had
been over the years, the time
came when technology made
the switchboard and the
operators obsolete. Direct
dialing had arrived in 1948 and
Brea was ready to change to the
new system. Operators were
transferred to other exchanges,
a new, larger telephone
building was build south of
Imperial Highway and the little
exchange on Birch Street was
emptied.

Now, 45 years later and after
serving for many years as a
chiropractic office, that little
building is empty once again.
Overgrown bushes have taken
over its east side, obscuring the
already hard-to-see recessed
emblem of a bell, over which is
written, “The Pacific
Telephone and Telegraph Co.”
Even more difficult to see are
the words beneath the bell,
“American Telephone and
Telegraph,” Pacific’s parent
company.

What’s to become of 115E.
Birch St.? Will it disappear like
S0 many other buildings in the
old downtown, or will it be
saved? The city’s Historical
Committee has recommended
its preservation and the hope is
that it will find a new home, a
new use and a new lease on life
before another part of Brea’s
history is gone forever.

Brian Saul is vice president of
the Brea Historical Society.



st.\:,\l.L monument a mile north

the town with the inseription “Dun Gas
de Portola with 60 men camped here J
31, 1769 on his first exploring march fr
San Dicgo . . .,” gives insight into the |
tory of Brea, a communily nestled near
rolling Puente hills, four miles from [
lerton and twenty miles southeast of |
Angeles.

Brea is unique not merely because P
tola, discoverer of San Francisco Bay, a
first governor of California, once camy
there, but also in being situated on a m
above the fog-line and frec from [ro
Stretching for several miles south and w
of Brea are vast citrus groves; north of 1
town is located one of the most producti
oil ficlds in California.

Brea’s telephone exchange was csta
lished in 1925. The combination comm
cial and traffic office is located in a on
story buildiniz. Only a few steps from tl

A itchboard is the wi ere the chi
Brea's board is seen fully staffed by oparalors Hazol Caspario, Winifred Crabill, switchboard s the window where the ¢

Jessie Wilion, and Naomi Naih, chisf operalor. Inset it Helon Ryon, night operalor. operator transacts business oflice afTairs. A
Margaret Grilfith was vacalioning at the time this piclure wat laken.

SOy

joining the main room is a lounge an
kitchen for the operators.

Somcthing which visitors to this con
munity soon learn and of which Breans ai
mighty proud is the service record of 1h
employees of the exchange. The six opel
ators in the traflic force have a combine
service record of 138 years, and the youny
cst operator has been with the company 10
years. Not Lo be outdone by the operators
the two installer-repairmen at Brea hav
cach completed twenty-five years of service

On Brea's main street (upper laft) Installars
Banjomin Appling and John Dressler are pic-
lured outside the Qilfields National Bank and
the office of the newspaper “Brea Progress.”

Immodiately Eolow is the monument marking
Portola's camp, a short distance north of lown,

In the ceniral office rest room, lelters lo sons
in servico havs first call on the freo hours of
Chiof Operotsr Naomi Nash and Winifrod
Crabill (right]), who has thres sons in the
armod forces of our country.

Ovutside the Brea Canon Qil Company's office,
Mrs. Nash talks with Superintendent A, F,
While about uarly days in Brea.



Part II1: One City’s History

Brea At The Crossroads:
Heritage vs. Progress

(Editors Note: Thisi is the final
chapter in the three - part series
on Brea’s historical buildings.)
By Tony Saavedra
DSP Staff Wriiter
BREA — To local reésident Lois

Muzzall Smith, 76, the: problem is

fairly simple: “If you plant atree

and put chemical fertilizer on it,
it may grow fast. But, it willdie.”

Working as a'secret ary for the
Shaffer Tool Works (Co. during
the 1940's and later as city clerk,
Smith watched Brea grow froma
rural oil town to a busy suburb.

Recently taking a break from
tending her garden, Simith ex-
pressed concern thait Brea,
meaning ‘“asphalt’” in Spanish,
was living up to its namie.

With the advent of a riew mall
and other industries, Srnith said
some of the city’s historical sites
were being trampled by the
onslaught of progress.

(Continued from A-1)
planner, assured that the zoning
was purely an incentive and not a
mandate.  Therefore, no
homeowners would find them-
selves out on the streets, watch-
ing a wrecking crew level their
old house in preparation for a
new condominium.

In his presentation to the
commission, Miller praised the
architectual integrity of struc- .
tures in the Sievers - Walnut and
Good Old Brea areas. |

He also noted strong historical ;
traits in homes in the South Mad-
ronna - Elm community, called
the Union Oil tract.

With the oilfields bringing
laborers to the tiny town in 1912,
Pacific Electric Railway added a
push to the population by build- !
ing a train station in Brea.

As the boomtown prospered, '!
the city’s first settlers ventured
down to the Sievers - Walnut area
and built small, bungalow - type) {
‘houses. |

To accommodate the fledgling
community, commercial build-
ings sprouted along the town’s
main drag, now called Brea'
Boulevard.

Among the commercial struc-
tures was the local cathouse,
which later became the Brea
Bakery and finally ended up as |
the neighborhood bar, Sam’s !
Place. o |

As the population grew to 2,435
by lﬂg_n,ﬂmon Oil sold some of its
land to employees, who settled in |
what soon became a classy |

. nel { {
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And after initiating a year -
long study on preserving Brea's
architectual history, civic plan-
ners may find themselves choos-
ing between anurban sprawl and
a city’s heritage.

Led by private consultant De-
nver Miller, the Brea Historic
Survey board presented a prop-
osal to the Planning Commission
last week which would make re-
storation more attractive to de-
velopers and homeowners,

However, according to Senior
Planner Norm Canchola and
other city officials, the proposed
project would come into direct
conflict with a long - standing
Brea zoning ordinance.

It's Thursday, July 23, 1981

In his report, Miller said that
these communities should be 4
preserved as an entity, because
each house contributed to the his- 5
torical essence of the neighbor- ¢
hood. ¢

And the private consultant, -
from the Santa Ana - based His-
toric Preservation Services, of-
fered the city a few suggestions
to accomplish the task.

He proposed the addition of a ~

city Historic Resources Ordi-

~

nance to the general plan which y

would create an official Brea re-
gister of important vintage build-
ings.

. These structures included !
Laurel Elementary School, Brea

- Olinda Unified High School,
Sam’s Place and the Sewell
hnildina

Miller added that membership
in the register could entitle the
landowners to federal and state
tax write - offs, restoration
grants, as well as possible eligi-
bility in the local home im-
provement low - interest loan
program.

Also, as part of the suggested
ordinance, he recommened sof-
tening building code regulations
for the registered structures,
making it easier to restore them.

However, Miller assured the
commission that the historical
buildings would still have to meet
safety guidelines. -

*“There is all kinds of things the
city candothat they haven’t even
considered yet,” said the consul-
tant. "

According to the report, once a
building was admitted to the ci-
ty’s register, no renovations
could be made that were not
compatible with the structure’s
original state.

*“Why change the structure
when you have a beautiful build-

.ing and all you need to do is

The ordinance was passed in
1968 to encourage developers to
demolish older buildings, com-
bine small lots in the zone and
build multiple family dwellings.

A problem arises, however,
because the three targeted
neighborhoods in the recently
completed preservation prop
osal fall within the demolitior
zone, said Canchola.

“Something is going to have u
give,'" he warned, adding that
the zone was imposed by prog-
ress oriented commissioners,
many of who still are on the
commission.

Roger Friesen, associate

(Continued on A-2)

scrape some paint off the
bricks,” asked Miller, who with
hissurvey board examined about
500 Brea homes.

With the rise of apartments,
condominiums and other signs of
progress, the board was worried
that the historical communities
would be invaded by incompati-
ble buildings.

Consequently, the group added
a proposal for an overlay zone,
providing for city control over
building requirements in the
preservation areas.

Recently Planning Commis-
sion Chairman John Sutton ques-
tioned the need for the modifica-
tions to the general plan, saying

| that maybe the old relics were

not worth saving.
*“There are literally thousands

- of homes like this in the South-

land basin,” argued Sutton. *‘I
wonder whether we are grasping
for historical type houses rather
than ones that typify Brea.””
Miller replied that the confor-
mity of the houses within the
communities was unique. Con-

- sequently, the city would suEfer

an irreparable loss by letting the
neighborhoods be destroyed.

_ “‘Brea has something going for
it and you just don’t realize it,”
contended Miller.

During the July 14 meeting, the
commission was also presented
with a population survey by city
planners predicting that the ul~

4ssaanan

timate number of Brea residents °

would jump from 29,806 to 56,809. |
Also, employment in the area |

would more than double at 37,500

workers.

However, said Associate Plan- ;

ner Friesen, the figures teetered

on whether the land zoned for de- |
vglopment was preserved for !
historical reasons or cleared for |

high - density dwellings.
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The Spanish flae flew over California (rom 1769 to 1822.,° In 1P22
Callfornia became a eart of Mexico, Mexico having won 1ts Independence
(from Spaln. A Mexlenn land orant made a=f property, inclvding whern
3rea now ds, the property of Juan Pakricchlo Cntiveros, whone father
had heen a merber of the Forktols Expedition, amped in what }s
now 8ren Canvon In 1769, The Cntivaros 3Panl #fMcho was in the vicl-
nitv of whn' we ¥now ar Los Nilaktos, but the land streteched to the ecast
and ndiotned the 1and of Bernardo Yorba. 1In 1B48 Mex)en surrendered
Ve flnim on thn areas Jk held in California, pnd Callfornin bnceme a
stale.  Mexlenn land piants ware divided into smaller rarcels nnd sold
o Armericansg arrivine Cfrom the eagh,

In the 1790's, Mr, Horan had Hullt his ranch houre out on East Birch
Street of hWomemade cemant blaocks., It was n simple two-story house
wikh the "summer k1tchen" ndded on nt the hacks The original BCHS AL
was Yl 1k neross the street from this in 1926, Dr. Davidson had hujlt
2 'wo-story wond ranch homa nt thn southern city 1imits of (Brea-Blvd.)
Cvrus Merr‘fleld hought Hils house In 1918 and his family 1lived there
for many vanrs, Out on .Lambert Road, hevond Stearns Lense,was the
Hunlde Manslon, ancther two-sktory ranch h#ime bui.lt in 1909,

" Xhe Yriarte Yonch home stodd Just -~north of East Ash
Sk. Takriechlo Yriarte hnd 160 aores of land, mostly in hay.
J.D.S)eMers hnd 1nrre holdines of mcresee west of Lown, nnd built n
hennt) ful two-story ranch house a 1ittle later, in 1923, on the east
slde of Berry St,, corner of Imperial Hismhway. Ancther ranch was owned
by Jehn  Sarthou, 1t wns located on East Elm St. He farmed the land .
for hay nnd hlacknye “enns. Other Basques had also settled much of the
nrea and they rhalsed sheep.

2

3vrea and Clinda, nenr the oil wellsy ra5sEnd to tent housesi then %o
flreln wood frame dwellines as the oll leases Yecame more and more
noenloun,  Some of the oll cempanies bullt these 1yttle homes for thelr
employees, awny from kthe wells, Around 1909, people heman arrivine

A sektline on “he flak plateau below the hills. This area was morped
ont In 1911 and Fnown ng the kown of Randolph.

The first o)l workers pitched ten&l In the hills and canyons of
AFO}
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A Tew houses were tn'1t/ (mostly by the peeople who lived in then)
With o "W et aryle reof “ub far more were of A vre-Crafkeoman cor early-
Craftemon stvie that ue call n "box house". The hounse is n simple
rectaneln, and the ronf hns{much steeper slope than the California
Mimenlows thnt were bullk ¥oi To Fwentv vears later, althoush the time
framee= everlan, The word bunrnlow 1s kaken from the Hindu word!'Bnnela
mennine "houre", Yeber defines n bungalow ns "bein$) in the Bengal style:
A nsunllv one-storied house of a kype first developad In India and
charaeknr)zed hy low swenapine Lines and n wide veranda", Many simple
houses with shallow or C~1ifornin tvpe roofs weore bullt “ere in the
1920's, Thn Santa Fe Scrines museum shows this type of hovse as 1ts
offieinl “o'l workers' houre", Latetr more detalled nnd lavish verslons
of thia were bullt which came ko bhe kKhown as Craftsman Bune=lows. The

Farnine houvsn on Mndronn wung one of these. 8o Is the Casner house.
Notler bhe roofls,

The bhox-tyve house Cits the ctiteria for o What is called the
"vralrie house" hHhut tha size and shepe of early lots In Brem meant
Yhat *he drora’to thane p"?”ﬂ gere on the ends, inatead of at the
middle ~C Ehe lone alidn, Lﬁh#}“o thnse houses were in Brea, oriemihrtd
Wik mest hnve haen vamodelled or ndded to in varjous ways. 1t is the
allhovetta ~f this %ven of house thnk dotted the mnin sktreet of
Pomond In “he onrly dave, aleone with palvanized metbtnal workshons, kx® ;%
and "he old-thon atmean b ,a4% W@ stroetscape wiat bt wesd, L 5

' akoras, t€ r}? khe Bl WS

e "Yaor honse" at 103 §f%:f’Wnlhuh gtanda nt the corner beslde ~
thrae siml'ar honses on Walnut Straet, 1t can be seen from the inter-
crelion of Aeh and 8wan Blvd, and Ygkhera in at least one very old
vanorama toko of the nelerhborhood 1h 1917,

T™his house hns not hean romodelled, on _the ontside, 1t has bthe
oririanl front norch (Iwdented fnto the rectangle) with 1ts sky blue
cetline and vlace for wooden vorch swineg, At the rear }s the screened-

in haetr porech mag ek (nlso indented into the rectannl@ and the cement
abpnn,

This 's ~ typleal house of the commoh mah of early Brea. Hr., Elmer
Jaminon, who, with Wis family, 1lived there, worked for Shell Ccit Co,
more than 30 vears, ‘Tha hox Ronse is s'milar to the old “"saltbox" houseS5
~nf the eash coast. With only one story, and no reslly cold weather to

core w'th, theajs tructure was bujlt much cheaper nnd with Xmsx materials
nf lessrpr valuen,

Tyolenl houres of this kind are still found In maky—earks—of Brea,
6]11\' n few oxist In other parts of the county.

Ineide the house, the kitchen's wooden drainbeard and the bathroom's
m1l chain tollek, as well as obther authentic features could be easlly
recreated,  The backyard 1s typlenal. A enlvanized metal nnrrow one-car
corare site on kthe bac% alley, The other corner was occﬁpied by the
cver-rresent chicken ren nnd chicken coop. Down the yard went a triple
ckltthesline, =krune at each end onto TDshnng.pipes brought in from
thﬁ; ‘elds, Because of heine on the corner,Yprotection from a well-
kRt ont R SR ER 1 SA SR 1 PeRNS e e kG nf ORBu8Es P FinliR8An PLR T

Brea's early vears,
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Tha haekvnrd ~€ thig house fvpified o))l workers! 1ife, Ak Fhe back of
the 1ot was the "hurter" fer the btragsh, This tinas contrived from n
dircarded ~evhd metaloll bArrel, Sroheht home from the hills. After
oinehthe holes nrourd the edee of *he hoktom of the barrel, ko ventl-
Inke the (ire, the Harrel wns nlnced Up on fome bricks. (D'd you know
khat Irea had a hrick fae—-tory?). ecea of larra-m#¥sh mpatal screen
war 1ald over the obeh tor, and held goﬂh with n+ﬂ§#ﬂ= fese ‘burners
1asted nnt'1l “he rifkids when nveh commeércisl incinerators wage ovtlawed
to innrove -ir Annlity, Whatever tragh that did not ro Into Ethe
wurner wag dlanosed of %Hv burylhg Lt AL the back of the lot. (asoline
was often Yreveht home for a myriad of uses, One Was a homesbhfle "Ary
clonnine” vroerss in which clothrg werd rwished vp and down in the
casoline contaihed in 0 dmall wagh *ub,. l thfn hung on the clothes
1ine,s M11ls of ants &xam aoma e backynrd, ahd Were
tﬂ%rnrﬁ of by pourihe masollne on thém —md 1ichting 1t with a

y-‘r‘h.

P

A% the south slde ~f Ehe housa was always a veeebtable earden. b
t rore eavden Yook Yts vlace In lakter yoaArd,

A : ™
‘)M ] “fhe Interior nlar wns very simple (_’"\]"E,\Zj“ '7 ")
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Video puts Breaon record

Film team documents
city’s historical buildings
and founding families

By Cerise A. Valenzuela
The Orange County Register

 BREA — When Brian Saul and Scott Pet-
tinger started filming short historical seg-
ments in Brea in fall 1989, they intended to
do only 10 shows for the city's Video Brea
Line, shown on Century Cable of Southern
California.

But the city’s historical committee de-
manded more video bits about Brea's his-
torical beginnings, especially as the demo-
lition date for most of the downtown build-
ings drew closer. Some demolition work
started this month.

“Soon there won't be anything to look
at,” said Saul, a Brea Historical Society
member and a kindergarten teacher at
Arovista Elementary School. *“We had to
document it all before it was gone."

" The two filmed seven more segments.

They interviewed members of Brea's
founding families and did profiles on vari-
ous historical buildings, the city's citrus
industry and oil fields, a railway and an old
airport that not many residents knew
about.

Then last summer, something clicked,
said Pettinger, the city’s media specialist.

“We didn’t think about it,"”" he said. “It
was something that just happened: We de-
cided to put it all on one video.”

By Cerise A. Valenzuela
The Orange County Register

BREA — The city plans to celebrate
its 75th birthday in a big way — and for
a year.

The city's community services de-
partment is selling a 12-month calen-
dar, “‘Images," for $10.75. Dates of im-
portant citywide events are marked on
the calendar, which also has pictures of
city activities, historical downtown
buildings and Brea residents at work
and play.

A glimpse of the old downtown as seen
by the Brea Historical Society is avail-
able in the group's final walking tour
Saturday. The redevelopment of down-
town is scheduled to start this month
and many of the buildings will be torn

Brea begins big birthday bash

down. The free tour begins at 10:30 a.m.
at City Hall Park, 401 S. Brea Blvd., and
travels north on Brea Boulevard to
Sam's Place bar, site of the city's incor-
poration in 1917, and other historical
buildings and homes.

The city’s diamond-anniversary jubi-
lee begins with a dinner and dance in
the Brea Mall at 8 p.m. to midnight Feb.
22. Food will be catered by Edie's Cre-
ative Foods, Hubba Hubba Catering
and Le Diplomate Cafe, all in Brea.

A 25-year-old time capsule will be ex-
cavated from beneath the flagpole at
City Hall Park at noon Feb. 23, followed
by a “living history™ bus tour into the
northern and eastern hills of the city.

Actors will re-create historical events

at tour locations such as the old Brea
Please see BIRTHDAY/4

After nearly two years of filming, the 17
segments were combined into one two-hour
videotape titled *‘Brea: A Walk in Time."”
The pair will have 150 copies for sale next
month throughout the city for §10.

The video, part of the Brea Jubilee cele-
bration, is co-sponsored by the Brea Jubi-
lee Committee and the Brea Historical
Committee. About 80 percent of the pro-
ceeds will help pay for the yearlong Brea
birthday celebration. The rest pays for

printing and duplication costs, Saul said.

The video begins with a view south from
the top of the Brea Hotel on Brea Boule-
vard. It shows Sam’s Place bar and the old
Red Lantern Theatre on Brea Boulevard.
Also shown are some of the city’s oldest
houses along Walnut Street, Brea’s First
Christian Church on Ash Street and the log
cabin built behind it in 1921 and the city’s
old airport.

Also featured is an oil tank storage yard

It's taken two years, but Scott Pettinger,

where two tanks were struck by lighting in
1926. That sparked a fire that spewed hot
oil into the citrus groves and onto nearby
railroad tracks. The oil was so hot that the
tracks warped, Pettinger said.

The video ends with a look at the Brea
Marketplace built in 1991 along Birch
Street and a view from atop the Embassy
Suites Hotel on Birch Street.

Cralg Wallace Chapman/The Orange County Register
left, and Brian Saul recently completed a video
history of Brea. They interviewed families who lived in Brea for many generations.

Saul said the video includes more than
100 historical photographs of Brea and
glimpses inside old buildings.

“Every city should have a video like
this,” Pettinger said. “*You can just watch
it and you'll know everything there is to
know about the city.

“When I came here two years ago, there
Please see VIDEO/4




In one segment, the two tried to
. show how Indians used tar to line
. their baskets and make them wa-
terproof, he sald. But his and
| Saul’s experiment was a disaster.
"] always wanted to see if it
. would ,'" Saul said. *1 heated
_ the tar all day and scooped it u
with my (ru loved) hand.
' The tar went right through the bas-
- ket nnd the basket stuck lo my
. hand, nll on camera. 1 had to
. laugh.'
Anather time, they filmed a man

driving away after he hit. aul's
parked car. - -

“A man was pushing his car
away from mine because he had hit
my car,” Saul said. When Saul
walked up, the man asked him to |
help push, and Saul told the man it
was his car he had hit.

**His mouth just dropped and I
agreed to nu: (his car) away but
said we'd have to call the police,"”
Saul said. “As we were pushing,
the man got in his car and drove |
away.

* Funny thing is, Scott got it all
on tape and got a close-up of the
license plate, and the police later
caught i

Party to last

. Gallery on June 13-Aug. 7.
" works show at Brea Olinda High

DY

w )
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for one year

FROM 1 :
airport, the Olinda Towne and
Steward oil-tank farms. Tours will
depart from City Hall Park at 1 and
3 p.m.; tickets are available for §5
in the city’s Community Service
Department.

A tour of historical homes is
scheduled for April 4, a parade and
community picnic will be held May
16, and the “Brea Then & Now™
photo exhibit opens in the Brea

Brea's annual July Fourth fire-
School will be paired with a county

fair at City Hall Park this year,
and the city will dedicate a new

time capsule at noon Dec. 6.

Two books about Brea's history
will be available this year.

“‘Brea — The City of Oil, Oranges
and Opportunity,” produced by the |
city, may be purchased through |
the Jubilee information hot line at |
990-7771.

“Brea: Celebrating 75 Years"”
will be published by the Brea His- |
torical Society in October and can
be ordered from the society. For
more information, call 256-2283.
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Historic building’s fate
still remains uncertain

City makes efforts
to find new owner

By Toby Hill
North County News

The future of an artifact of
Brea's earliest days remains un-
certain as the Redevelopment
Agency continues efforts to find a
buyer for the historic Chiropractic
building on Birch Street.

The building's front face belies
its rich history. ‘‘CHIROPRAC-
TIC," it reads over an arched door-
way.

But if one walks around to the
small office’s west side, where an
old Pacific Telephone Co. emblem
is painted, its past is made clear.

The 640-square foot Spanish-
style office was built in 1925 and
housed the city's first telephone ex-
change until 1948. But its years as a
standing piece of Brea history may
be coming to a close.

The Redevelopment Agency,
which owns the building, wants the
building moved to make way for
future development.

There is no plan set for the land
where the Chiropractic building
sits, but the area has been zoned
for mixed commercial-residential
use, said Redevelopment Services
Director Sue Georgino.

The agency has been soliciting
bids for more than a month, and
has held two open houses for pro-
spective buyers.

An article encouraging readers
to “‘own a bit of Brea’s past” also

was printed in the current edition
of Brea Line, the city newsletter.
The buyer would have to relocate
the building to his own property.

““No one's even called to to ex-
press an interest in the building,”
said Redevelopment Assisant Kim-
berley McAllen. And now time is
running out. Bids must be submit-
ted by Dec. 6., but:Georgino said
there is no date set for the build-
ing’s destruction should a buyer
not come forward.

The Historical Committee had
tried for three years to figure out a
use for the building, said Brian
Saul, committee chairman. Unable
to come up with a proper use, the
committee recommended the Re-
development Agency put it up for
sale.

Saul said the Pacific Telephone
switchboard worked out of the
building until 1948, when the city
was wired for direct dialing and
the exchange closed.

It opened Sept. S, 1925, and
served about 300 subscribers in its
early days, said Esther Cramer,
author of “*0il, Oranges and Oppor-
otunities,” a history of the city.

“For the next 23 years, local
switchboard operators would as-
sist Brea callers — their familiar
reprise, ‘Number, please,”” Tere-
sa Hampson writes in her’ book,
“Brea: Celebrating 75 Years.”

The building was used as a chiro-
practor’s office starting in 1991,
but closed soon after, said Cramer,
who was unsure what it was.used ;

for between 1948 and 1991. i

“For awhile the equipment:just:
e

sat there,” she said. 4

The historic building in Brea needs to find a way to move.

pEC.

M. Loren Hernandez/North County News

Telephone exchange workers recall office’s role

By Toby Hill
North County News

From the mid-1920s to the late
'40s, they manned important pipe-
lines, not of oil, but of communica-
tion, keeping early Brea residents
in touch with each other and the

o ntside world.

_And some of them still live in the
ity they served those many years
180.

Hazel Rune, who worked on
Brea's felephone exchange for 20
years, said her job brought a per-
sonal touch to telephone communi-
cation that is missing these days.

“‘We knew just about everyone,”
ww__o .u.w_n_.,_.ﬁn,snd visit with peo-

e. ;

“I'loved it,” said Margaret New-
strand, who began her 21 years at
the Brea switchboard when she
was just a teen-ager.

Newstrand said a sisterhood de-
veloped among the seven opera-
tors who worked in the office. She~
and Rune are still in touch. They
ocassionally go to lunch and remi-
nisce about their former occupa-
tion.

“It kept you pretty busy most of
the time,” Rune said.

Newstrand recalled working
during a major earthquake in 1932.
The temblor's epicenter was in
Long Beach but the shaking could
be felt in Brea, where damage was
limited to a few broken windows
and fallen bricks.

Newstrand had been off that day,
but one of her co-workers, who was
the only one on duty at the time,
had more work than she could han-
dle. Newstrand went in to help that
afternoon and worked until 11
p.m., trying to patch concerned
resident’s calls through.

After the Brea exchange closed,
both Rune and Newstrand contin-
ued working for Pacific Telephone

at different locations until they re-
tired.

Perhaps their years at the Birch
Street building contributed to their
company loyalty.

“It was small but it was really
home tous,” Rune said. *“We really
did have kind of a family there.”

2,
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Oldsters Resurrect ScTapbook Of Yesterdays

THROW THE SWITCH — Dorothy Mahan of Brea simulates the hair

- AL/ A

#
K

(onProgrn Phat by Ty Soerad)
-ralaing experlence of giving Marle

Sofi a body wave, the old-fashioned way. The curling machine ond the hair dryer are part of the Bred
History exhibit opening tonight at the civic-cultural center galley.

It's Friday, December 3, 1982

Daily Star-Progress

La Habra/Brea, California

Jobless

Rate
Soars

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
U.S. unemployment rate soared
to @ post-Depression record of
10.8 percent in November, the
government reported today.
With 440,000 people joining Lhe
jobless rolls, there were 12 mill-
ion Americans out of work.

Unemployment rates for vir-
tually every category of worker
— whites, full-time employees,
blue-collar and white-collar,
adult men and women and His-
panics — reached the highest
levels in four decades, the Labor
Department said.

Pricale economists said un-
employment was expected to
worsen in December, regardless
of any Christmas holiday surge
in retail spending.

The 0.4 percentage point in-
crease in the jobless rate was
more than enough to eclipse the
previous post-Depression record
of 10.4 percent established only a
month earlier, the highest since
1940.

Since July 1981, the un-
employment rate has leaped by
3.6 percentage points. The calcu-
lations, adjusted to take into ac-
count seasonal variations such
as school closings and weather,
showed that the number of
people officially classified by the
government as unemployed has
soared by 4.1 millioninthat time.

Among construction workers
alone, the jobless rate was 21.9
percent, a decline from the 23
percent posted in October. The
drop was not explained. Con-
gress is moving toward enact-
ment of a nickel-a-gallon in-
crease in the federal gasoline tax
to finance a road and bridge re-
building program. That legisla-
tion would create an estimated
170,000 jobs in construction and
another 150,000 in allied indus-
tries, the Reagan administration
estimates.

Continuing weakness in heavy
manufacturing accounted for
much of the jobless increase last
month, according to the Bureau
of Labor Statistics, as a survey of
bbusiness establishment payrolls
showed a loss of 165,000 jobs.

The 10.8 percent unemploy-
ment rate was the highest since
the nation recorded an annual
average 14.6 percent unemploy-
ment in 1040, the last year of the
Great Depression.
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By Tony Saavedra
DSP Stall Writer
BREA — Everything was a lot
biager in the old days. an era of
lh;?f-(oot radios and hair dryers
size of floodlights
And it seems everything was a
*! cheaper. .
d 'Me and my wife would get a
bliar, go to the Fullerton show,
8el a hamburger and buy a big
g"h of orange juice, and still
ave 20-centsleft,” said 74 - year
- 0ld Dyer Bennett, a longtime
Brea resident
The memories poured from
Bennett and other senlor citizens
hursday as they hammered,
Painted and prepared for to-
Night's 7 p.m. opening of the Brea
Historical exhibit at the civic -
Cultural center gallery
Stooping over a table, Bennett
Razed at a Brea - Olinda High
School scrapbook from the
1930's
The city's resident sports (ana-
llc, Bennelt gingerly studied
cach page as Il he were a law stu-
dent searching for a loophole.
He commented on the various
basketball players and football

15 =

teams of the past, remembering
days of athletic glory

Suddenly, his attention froze
on the picture of *‘Miss Popular-
Ity 1932"" — it was his late wife,
the former Edith Mallory

"'We uspd to sit in the loge sec-
tion at the movies — It was
darker up there,” said Bennett,
with a mischievous grin. *“This
book brings back a lot of
memories."

Around the corner, more tales
were being resurrected as 73 -
year - old Dean Millen piled
orange crates for the display on
Brea's once - thriving citrus in-
dustry

Millen stopped for a moment to
talk about a gas pump which he
had restored and brought to the
exhibit

Manufactured around 1920, the
7 - fool pump spurted gasoline in
1,2, 3and 5 - gallon increments

I remember lining up holding.
my 5 - gallon gas can, the way
people today line up with their

cars,” said Millen.

Displaying roughly 70 rare

phs, as well as maps,

farm equipment, clothes and
other artifacts, the six - week
exhibit is bound to stir more
memories around the commun-
ity.
’:nn display is the culmination
of a local history project to un-
cover and record Brea’s past,
through interviews and research
by Cal State Fullerton’s Oral His-
1 ment and the Brea
Historical Coordinating Com-
mittee.

The groups began working on
the exhibition last year after re-
ceiving a $7,500 state grant and
raising another $13,000 locally

Dr. Lawrence deGraal, a his-
tory professor from CSUF, said
the money would be used, among
other things, to produce and pub-
lish an oral history on Brea.

While city officials have al-
ready begun lauding the exhibit.

(Continued on A-2)

FUHSD Has Say
In YL Decision

By Geory Harmen
DSP Stalf Writer
FULLERTON — Yorba Linda residents will have to get permission
from a majorily of Fullerton Union High School District voters to
secede [rom the district and build their own high school
A 5-2 state Supreme Court decision handed down Thursday denied
the stale Board of Education’s contention that the Yorba Linda
y School District needs only win a vote within that district

Here’s Looking At Ya

Brea Olinda High School student Steve Roman, 15, waits on a Brea Boulevard bus bench,
unaware of the watchful eye that hovers near him.

tounify. A unified district contains kindergarten through 12th grades.

A move loward unifying the Yorba Linda district began in 1976 and
in 1978, Yorba Linda voters supported unification in an advisory vole.

The state Board of Education’s procedures called for a unification
election to be held only in the Yorba Linda district

The Fullerton Union High School District, however. took the ques-
tion of who should vote to Orange County Superior Court contending
that a unification vote in just Yorba Linda would violate the one man.
one vole provision.

Fullerton's attorney, Spencer Covert, noted the high school district
has always believed a vote would have to be district - wide. **And they
(the Supreme Court) went along with us.™

The courl also.guled the Yorba Linda district would have to comply

| with the Call The act would:

come into play with ‘the pmposed‘bm‘id;;:g of a new high school in

(Star-Prograss Phots by Lari Sheplar)

Yorba Linda for the 1,000 to 1,100 students who now attend Troy High
School in Fullerton.

Yorba Linda is the only one of Fullerton's Elementary feeder dis-
tricts that is not contiguous to Fullerton’s boundaries. Parents in
Yorba Linda are concerned about the bus ride their children take
across the Placentia School District to get to Fullerton.

“Istill think the ( Yorba Linda) people should have the opportunity™*
to vote on unification, said Yorba Linda Superintendent Sterling Fox.

Supreme Court Justice Allen Broussard, who wrote the decision,
said an election limited to Yorba Linda would be unconstitutional
:ecause it would deny equal protection for all Fullerton district resi-

lents.

The Fullerton district has seen enrollments decline and the loss of
Yorba Linda students*'would have district- wide ramifications," said
Fullerton Superintendent Walter Ziegler.

*If we were to lose those students, it would certainly bring about the
closure of another high school quickly,” said Assistant Superinten-
dent Robert French. Closing a school would bring *‘tremendous dis-
ruption'* for staff and students, French said.

The Supreme Court decision remanded the issue back to Orange
County Superior Court where the Fullerton district position was origi-
nally favored. The state Board of Education appealed Superior Court
Judge Robert Kneeland's ruling in faver of the high school district
later. That ruling was overturned by a state Court of Appeal before
going to the Supreme Court in November a year ago.

Joining Broussard in the decision were Chief Justice Rose Bird and
Justices Stanley Mosk and Frank Newman. Justices Otto Kaus and
Frank Richardson dissented, saying equal protection was not violated
by the Board of Education procedures.

Thepourl majority did rule that the unification plan “'substantially
complied™ with the Education Code, but awarded court costs to the
Fullerton district.
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City Worker Injured
In Tuesday Windstorm

LA HABRA — Tuesday's
windstorm claimed a human
casualty Thursday when a city
worker was injured while cutting
fallen tree limbs.

Public Works Director Jim
Harkins said Richard Moody, 40,
lost control of a circular saw he
was using to cut tree limbs when
the saw cut deep into his left

thigh.

A La Habra resident, Moody
was working on Parkwood Street
when the incident occurred. He
was rushed to La Habra Com-
munity Hospital by co - workers;
Harkins said.

A hospital spokesman said
Moody had been treated for the
injury and was in stable condi-
tion.

Rt s b e

A GENTLE REMINDER:
ONLY 22 SHOPPING
‘TIL CHRISTMAS!

Quotable Quotes
The crualst lies are aften told in silence —
Rober! Louis Stevenson, Scoltish-born wriler
(1850-1894).

Of Historical Interest

The oil boom in L Hobro ond the surrounding
orecs prompted the Union Oil Company 1o add a
new ship 10 is fleet, the La Habra, in 1914. The Lo
Hobra shipped crude to San Francisco for refin-
ing.

Inside The Daily Star-Progress
A Hard Way To Run ..
Gas Tax Hike Gets Nod
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Governor May Appoint Cousin

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Gov. Edmund Brown Jr.
may appoint his insurance broker - cousin to a seat on
the Marin County Board of Supervisors, the Los
Angeles Times said today.

Harold C. Brown Jr. of San Anselmo denied any
“‘family pressure" on the governor toname himtothe
spot vacated by Barbara Boxer, a Democrat who was
elected to Congress.

*“That’s a fallacy as far as I'm concerned,'" Harold
Brown sald. The governor has not said whom he will
appoint tothe $26,688 - a - year post. But asource close
to the governor sald he “wouldn't be surprised” if he
names his cousin before he leaves office Jan. 3, the
paper said. The Times did not identify the source.

Ms. Boxer, elected to Congress in the Nov. 2 elec-
tion, resigned from the board before her term ended
to give Brown a chance to fill the position. She hopes
he will choose a woman, the paper said, since the only
other woman on the board did not run for re - election.
The board will be comprised of four Republican men
and Ms. Boxer's replacement.

Brown said he talked tothe governor several weeks
ago “about my ambitions in this Marin County board
regard.” He said the governor **was non - committal
about Ing he ““wanted to see who else was in the run-
ning'' and whom Ms. Boxer recommended for the job.

Brown, 37, said he sees the governor occasionally at
family gatherings and the two have “what I would
describe as a good working relationship — it's not a
great personal friendship, by any means."

His father, Harold C. Brown Sr., and Gov. Brown's
father, former Gov. Edmund G. “Pat” Brown are
brothers. When Pat Brown was governor, he ap-
pointed his brother to the State Court of Appeal, from
which he resigned six years later.

Harold Jr. said he believes he is qualified for the
office because of his business experience, political
fund - raising efforts and community work.

“I have a working knowledge of the legislative pro-
cess, although I've never held elective office,” he
said.

The governor's cousin said he has raised “hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars™ for the governor's

campaigns

Cal Jobless 11.2 Percent

SACRAMENTO (AP) — California's unemploy-
ment rate in November hit a record 11.2 percent, with
1,372,000 people seeking work, officials said today.

The jobless rate was 10.7 percent in October and 8.1
percent in November 1981. Nationally the rate was
10.8 percent in November, a 42 - year high.

The number of unemployed seeking work in-
creased by 53,000 in November, according to theU.S.
Labor Department report released by state officials.
Since last November, the jobless total has increased
by 416,000.

Less than 40 percent of the unemployed — 516,430
people — were receiving regular jobless benefits, of-
ficials said.

New or initial claims for unemployment benefits in
November also reached a record total, 83,704, com-
pared to 77,350 in October. The state said one reason
was that unseasonably wet weather caused above -
normal layoffs in agriculture and construction.

Employment totaled 10,849,000 in November, a de-
cline of 103,000 from October and 66,000 lower than a
year ago.

The construction industry continued its long slump,
with employment down by 84,700 jobs, or 19.5percent,
from a year ago. Manufacturing jobs declined by 5.5
percent during the year, retail trade by 1.2 percent,
and government by 1.1 percent. Jobs in service indus-
tries increased by 1.9 percent and wholesale trade
jobs by 1.2 percent.

While the unemployment rate was the highest since
California started its present system of record - keep-
ing in 1970, it was lower than that of several other
industrial states: Michigan, 17.2 percent, Ohio, 14.2
percent, Illinois, 13.2 percent, and Pennsylvania, 12.1
percent. The New York rate was 9.9 percent.

( Internuliomﬂ

Reagan to Discuss Drug Shipments

BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — President Reagan,
moving north on his four - nation tour of Latin
Anierica, arrived here today for talks with Colom-
bia’s new leader about the country's huge exports of
marijuana and cocaine to the United States.

The president was greeted at the military terminal
of El Dorado Airport by President Belisario Betancur
and the Colombian presidential honor guard. After a
21 - gun salute, the presidential band played the na-
tional anthems of both countries.

For security reasons, the international section of
the airport was closed to regular passengers. Heavy
security was evident throughout the city.

Reagan flew here from Brazil for a half - day visit.
State Department officials said Reagan was pre-
pared to discuss Colombia's huge drug exports and
Reagan's campaign for strict narcotics controls.

S

—

Gas Tax
Boost
Fares Well

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presj.
dent Reagan's proposal to jp.
crease the federal gasoline lax
moving easily through the
House, but his controversial Mx
missile plan appears headed (o,
a tough House floor fight neyy

week.

Lobbled hard by Reagan ang
top administration officlals, the
MX barely survived a move
Thursday in the House Approp.
riations Committee to deny a re.
quest for §968 million to produce
the first five of 100 proposed mis.
slles.

A motlon tocut the money from
the fiscal 1983 defense spending
bill failed on a 26-26 vote.

The president had a far casier
time Thursday with the House
Ways and Means Commillee,
which gave voice-vote approval
to his plan o boost the gasoline
lax from 4 cents a gallon to 9
cents to finance highway, bridge
and mass transit repairs.

The tax increase, which has
the support of leaders of both
parties in Congress, would raise
an estimated $5.5 billion a year a(
an annual cost to the average
motorist of about $30 a year, ac.
cording to administration offi-
cials

In other congressional busi-
ness Thursday:

—The House Public Works [n-
vestigations subcommlittee
voted 92 to cile Anne M. Gor-
such, head of the Environmenta)
Protection Agency, for contempt
of Congress for withholding
documents dealing with the toxic
waste cleanup program.

Acting on Reagan's orders,
Mrs. Gorsuch invoked executive
privilege in refusing to turn over
what she called ‘“‘sensitive
documents found in open law en-
forcement files.”

The contempt citation goes to
the Public Works Committee.
Approval there would send it to
the floor. If approved by the
House, Mrs. Gorsuch could face
prosecution.

—The House, by voice vote,
approved a plan for permanently
disposing of highly radioactive
wastes from nuclear power
plants. The bill envisions an un-
derground repository to bury the
wastes 2,000 to 3,000 feet under-
ground for 10,000 years. The
proposal was sent to a House-
Senate conference committee

—The House Appropriations
Committee approved a bill pro-
hibiting the Interior Department
from granting oil drilling leases
off much of the California coast
and in wilderness areas.

—The House refused, 241-168,
to accept a Senate proposal to
ban imports of uranium for the
nation’s utilities if the imports
rise substantially

—The Senate Appropriations
Committee approved a $11.5 bill-
ion foreign aid bill that provides
$475 million more than the $13
billion the administration re-
quested for direct military assis-
tance to Israel.
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A CLARINET CAROL — Members of the Brea elementary school
honor band toot cut a few Christmas songs o the ¢ity’s Christmas
Tree Lighting ceremony Thursday night. Roughly 400 residents
gathered at the civic-cultural center 1o listen to local choirs and
bands and — most of all — visit with Santa Clous.

Former Liberace
Bodyguard Warned

To Drop

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Scott
Thorson, who filed a $113 million

palimony suit against enter-
“ old Liberace calied it “‘prepos-

{ainer  Liberace, has been
warned 1o drop the suit or risk
bodily harm, Thorson’s attorney
says

Attorney Michael B. Rosenthal
said Thursday that he and Ther-
son, who claims to have had an
"Intimate sexual and emotional
Telationship* with Liberace for
SIX years, have received
Ihreatening calls since filing suit
in October

Rosenthal also said someone
fired two shots through his office
¥indow Tuesday night or Wed-
Pesday morning, but he was not
inthe office. Thorson said he re-
Ctived a threatening call Tues-
day night.

“We’'re in fear for our safety,
very honestly,” Rosenthal said.
“When people — I'm not accus-
ing them, I'm not disruling it
ellher — shoot into a person’s of-
fice, ] mean, my God, I've never
been shot at before and it's
frightening. The same for Mr.
Thorson "

Two people have been arrested
In connection with the shooting,
bul a possible motive was un-
known, said police Sgt. William
Welch.

“Mr. Thorson said he had re-
ceived a call earlier that same
evening and that he was told if he
did not drop the case that he
would be set up or injured,”
Welch said.

Oldtimers...

(Continued from A-1)
deGraaf said he was worried that
all the memories would be put
back in the attics after Jan. 14,
when the display closes.

Lawsuit

Police had not questioned
Liberace [n the case, Welch sald.
_A spokesman for the 63-year-

terous'’ tosuggest that the enter-
tainer had Thorson threatened.

*I can wholeheartedly say that
Mr. Liberace did not threaten
Mr. Thorson,’' said Jamie
James. *“That would be totally
outrageous.”

Dreyfuss
Pleads
Innocent

BEVERLY HILLS. Calif (AP}
— Actor Richard Dreyfuss today
pleaded innocent in municipal
court to two felony counts of pos-
sessing cocaine and a pain-killer
drug

Dreyfuss, who could [ace sen-
tences ranging from a drug di-
version program to a mulli-year
prison term if convicted. would
not comment on the proceedings

But he sald, “I'm very glad
that no one was hurt

Court Commissioner John
Murphy set a Dec 16 date for a
preliminary hearing for the
Academy Award-winner

Dreyfuss was charged in Oc-
tober with possessing cocaine
and oxycodone, a pain-killer
commonly known as Percodan
Authorities allegedly found the
drugs in his clothing while
Dreyfuss was being examined
after an auto accident

Dreyfuss' attorney, Howard
Lowe, would say only that police
had tested the actor's blood for
alcohol and drugs after the acci-
dent and all tests were negative

The 34-year-old actor is free on
$2,500 bond

Dreyfuss was booked Oct 11
while hospitalized for treatment
of Injuries sustained when his car
flipped over and hit a palm tree
on Benedict Canyon Road in Be-
verly Hills

Personnel at Cedars-Sinai
Medical Center found 07 of a
gram of cocaine and 31 Percodan
tablets in Dreyfuss’ clothes, said
Al Albergate, spokesman for the
Los Angeles County district at-
torney's office.

The actor’s injuries were not
serious and he was released a
few days after the accident

Theactor could be eligible for a
six- to 12-month drug diversion

because there was no
evidence of violence or that the
drugs were 1o be sold, Albergate
said.

Dreyfuss appeared in **Jaws"
and *‘Close Encounters of the
Third Kind,” and wen an Oscar
for best actor with the 1977 film
“The Goodbye Girl "

Neighborhood Housing
Nears Fundraising Goal

LA HABRA — Recent con-
tributions to Neighborhood Hous-
ing Services of La Habra have
brought the organization ‘within
striking distance™ of its $65,000
fundraising goal this year, NHS
Executive Director Glenn Hayes
said.

The contributions from
Alistate Foundation, Bank of
America Foundation, City Na-
tional Bank, Downey Savings,
Lincoln Savings and Southern
California Bank brought this
year's donations to more than
$50,000, Hayes said

*Our finance committee has
done a good job of letting poten-
tial contributors know that NHS
is a worthwhile program,"
Hayes said.

.gULﬁll crl‘ly"u; I-LL ;

“IhopeBreadoesn'trepeatthe 'l °

mistake of the Los Angeles
Bicentennial,”" he said.

That ‘‘mistake’” occurred
when the bicentennial eommit-
tee could not find a permanent
place for its display.

Consequently, the Los Angeles
Bicentennial exhibition was
dismantled and the items re-
turned to the contributors.

+Allthese Brea items may also
have to go back if we can't find a
permanent place for them," said
deGraaf, adding that the histori-
cal society has discussed using
part of the old City Hall building
on Brea Boulevard as a museum

“‘Older neighborhoods don't
remain static,” said committee
chairman Jerry Thomas. “They
either improve or decline and
NHS is the single best way to get
the most bang for your buck.”

Thomas is the chief executive
officer of Quaker City Savings
Associations. Other members of
the committee are Landmark
Bank President Craig Collette,
Mercury Savings Executive Vice
President Charles Bottomley
and neighborhood resident
James Bennett.

NHS provides free home im-
provement counseling to La
Habra homeowners and main-
tains a revolving fund for those
who cannot qualify for conven-
tional financing

NHS APPROACHES GOAL — Tony Valle, left, president of La
Habra Neighborhood Housing Services, thanks Southern Califor-
nia Bank's Gary Webster for the bank’s support of NHS prog-

rams.
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a day-long series ©

High School to present

«Barefoot in the Park”

Olinda School Auditorium  The roles are played by Heidi

.v.mﬁ:.s'l':hchs:..nnn. Johnson and Bl Glorgl. As with
MBarefoot in the Park” is a  8llnewly married couples, Coris

play sbout two and Paul have an

reda. Corie and Paul Brat-

Ay
ter, starting their life togethar.

Gourmet Dinner

er for six complete with limousine service, wine, and a violinist
International Club of Brea on Saturday at the Brea
s will be (I-r) Les Jonesm, Al Tre-

The Tres Liones gourmet prime rib dinni
will be one of the items auctioned by the Soroptimist
Civic Cultural Center. Donating their services as cooks and waiter
mayne, and Don Fox all members of the Brea Lions Club.

The Brea-Olinda Drama
Department will present its pro-
duction *‘Barefoot In the Park’
tonight and Thursday . iSach per-
formance will begin at 7:30 p.m.
Brea-

" and will be held in the

Laura Canellopoulos and Sarah

Lang are double cast as the
mother, while Jeff Feldman por-
trays Victor Velasco. Other cast
members are Dave Zeidman and
ephone

the delivery man.
With its original presentation
in New York on October 22, 1963,
it ran 3 years and elght months,
with more than 1.500 per-
formances.
The cast is small, consisting of
8 membvers, but director Janet
Kh:lb feels each part Is equally
t.
Since early ber the
director, and crew (headed
by John Zoeckler) have been
busily working on characteriza- =
tion, set construction props and
costum

es.
Tickets are $2.50 for adults and
$2 for students and senlor
citizens.

Nell Simon confessed, when he
was first married, he and his
bride tried to settle down into
just such an antiquated and
poorly maintained small apart-
ment in New York as the one In
which he amusingly set the
action for ‘Barefoot In the

"

Advacats Proto By Susan Gaede

, Barefoot in the Park
The Brea Olinda High School Drama department will present its
production of “Barefoot in the Park™ on Thursday and Saturday,
December 4. Each performance will begin at 7:30 p.m. Newlyweds
in the play Corie and Paul Bratter played by Heidi Johnson and Bill
Glmrg| are shown discussing one of their many assortment of pro-
blems.

On our way

Anita Gregory, 24, like many Brea fans, is ecstatic about Brea's qual
against Saddlebagk. Brea plays Friday night against the Fullerton Ind

semi-final round B

rter-final varsity football game win
ians at Fullerton High School in the

Brea’'s history to come alive Frid

It's a busy week in Brea, on
Thursday, the second annual
Christmas Tree Lighting
Ceremony will be held at the
Brea Civic Cultural Center at 7
p.m. and on Friday the Gallery
will open a new exhibition
designed to b Brea's history
allve, Kathie Conrey.
Cultural Arts manager, reports.

The exhibition opens on Dec. 3
with a reception at the Gallery
and will be on display until Jan.

4.
Rare photographs, maps,

farm Implements, oll industry
equipment, authentic costumes
and artifacts will portray the
birth and growth of the Brea
community. The Brea Historical
Coordinating Committee, con-
sisting of a number of dedicated
Breans, have been working
diligently with Cal State Fuller-
ton's History Department to
research and complie Informa-
tion on Brea's past.

The exhibition, which is the
culminating event of this pro-
ject, commemorates the foun-

Senior Center plans
trip to KTLA taping

The Brea Senior Center is planning a day-trip to Hollywood to view

Y
the taping of *“Hour Magazine” at the K

studio. “Hour

gazine” s a talk show featuring well known guest celebrities and

Ma,
{3 hosted by Gary Collins,

The bus will depart from the Brea Senior Center, 500 South Sievers,
at10:15 a.m. on Wednesday, and returns at approximately 3 p.m.

The cost for the day-trip Is $3.25, this includes transportation and
lunch. Lunch will be eaten at the studio and offers a choice of sand-

wich plus cookies, frult and beverage.
Reservations and payment must be made prior to Frid:
is limited. For more informtion or to make reservations,

ay. Seating
please call

the Brea Senlor Citizens Center at 830-7750. ]

and growth of Brea.

The exhibit is a means of
understanding the background
of the Brea area while ap-

& 0d

active suburban community dur-
ing the -war years. In-
dustrial development and
physical growth will be

icall d through

pre 1 th

which has made It such a plea-
sant place to live and work,

This historical exhibition
depicts the evolution of Brea
from a small oil boom town and
citrus growing village into its
present status as a thriving
suburban community. It centers
;mund Ll:w I‘t'u themes of the

eveloping city and the changing
community

Developing which which In.
cludes the following eras:

—The Oll Era, which covery
1894 to 1929, will focus on Brea'y
infancy as an oll boom town ang
will feature oll field photos, gp.
tifacts and a model of oll
and processing equipment;

—The Citrus Era, 1930 to 1955
will deplct Brea's maturation "'
a settled community emphagj,.
ing agricultural implements
the cltrus industry. Artifacts ang
photos of the 1830's and 40'y will
offer the visitor a glimpae Ity
the Depression and World Warq
in the Brea community;

—Flnally, the Modern gy
spanning 1955 to 1880, covery 7,
I.r-nglorm-unn of Brea inty

;‘m{m products and related ex-
bt

ment of the exhibition will
elaborate on the basic institu-
tions of the .

ay

—~Government will be
represented with a special
display on police, fire and city

—Schools will be portrayed by
a display of the growth of Brea-
School system with
glimpses of texts and activities
during eras;

ts.
Changing Ci seg-

Citrus

past

1he exhibition that opens on Friday in the Gallery at the Brea Civic
CUJIUI'B! Center will include all aspects of Brea's past and present,

acluding the Citrus era of the early 1900's. 4

and how they have
changed since 1917;

—Social organizations and
churches will be described with
photographs and documents of
repr service
tions, clubs and churches show-
ing thelr activities through the
years.

A speclal opening reception
will be held on Friday 3 at 7 p.m.
in the Gallery.

The event will be sponsored
and hosted by the Brea Sorop-
tomists with help from the Brea
Women's Club, Brea Llon's
Club, Brea Kiwanls and Brea
Rotary Club. The public is In-
vited to joln In this nostalgic
celebration and share stories of
“Good Ol Brea' with your old
and new nelghbors while enjoy-
Ing complementary

ents.

The Brea Gallery, located on
the third level of the Civic
Cultural Center, ls open lo the
public free of charge Wednes-
day, Friday and Saturday from
noon to 5 p.m. and Thursday
from noon to 8 p.m. For further

Information or to schedule guld-
ed tours, pl call (714)
%7731 or 990-77h.
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NEWSY SUZIE

By Susan Gaede

Former Broan on “Soventesn Cover”

Clay Tucker, a former Brea resident outdid 2,600
males in the ‘‘Seventeen' Magazine cover contest
compelition. A fellow student In Clay's govern-

, Coast College sent In Clay

~Pholo. He placed first, so his photo will grace l-’l-.

~February cover of “'Sevenleen"'. In addition o the

-cover, Clay Is the subject of a three-photo Lnside

::‘l'\e mu:;lm. He received 1,000 In cash as winner

-0l essay (he contest which based
Inglllhelel “l"“w ch was on academics

Dad a [ootball coach at Brea, and his
mom. Phillipa. still teaches school at Fanning,
1!

Brea's Do) g
- L] rrey Brandl, 13, recentl defeated
“Sharon Vind, a sophomore al FullennﬁvCuueiu in
University tennis lournament. The
g::::;?onl:lm{ g‘:l’;::ljl In the National Indoor
in over -
tion and did vz'ry well, Thackagiving vies
Joseph Pedragon must have the cleanest locker
In town. since he was the first winner of Brea
Junlor High's clean locker contest. He recelved $10
for his efforts.
Did ya know departmem®
Jessic Thompson s retiring from the Brea
Library. She's worked for the Orange County
Library System for 20% years. We will really miss
her, but she assures us, she'll be back Ln a few mon-
ths volunteering when the Ubrary goes to the
automated circulation system. Can you lmagine
checking books In and out will be computerized and
with 'I‘,"'Il! of a wand the book will be checked (n
orou

Congratulations to the follow! Brea-Olinda
High School girls for belng ulol:tvd to the all
Orange League volleyball squad, 1st team Jod|
Kleber and Julle Lane were named to the first
team, while Coleen Cross and Carrle Glboney
made the second team,

ae

Kelly Rider looked beautiful modeling fur at

Bullocks fashion show,

Love
Linda Weston, 1977 Brea-Olinda High School
grad ls a receplionlst in Phoenix, Arizona for
‘Maple Brothers Molding, where she mel her new
husband Joe Relz they were married Oct. 30
Oymnavt Qualified
Tamara Swindle an Arovista 6th grader, Is a
gymnast for the North Orange County YMCA
Stalders team. She competed in a district meet
recently In Chula Vista and qualified for the Class
111 State Gymnastic meet that will be held at Sun-
day at Pierce Jr. College.
Bury Time In Bres
Lots happening In Brea this weekend, The 2nd
annual tree lighting ceremony 1s tonlght, at 7 p.m.
“'Barefoot In the Park” a fun play begins tonight
ln: nlnnl.ber performance on Saturday at the high
school,
~~The Brea Historical Exhibition on Friday. The
exhibit continues through Jan. 4. day
Also on Friday there will be the big CIF matchup
between Brea and Fullerton at 7:30 p.m. at Fuller-
ton High School.
The Brea Varsity basketball squad meets
Sonora, al Sonora High School on Saturday.
The Brea Hollday Auction will
be :]-:{u‘:: Ibtuavlclcenlerdm;  Bater S.D.c. 4
lor Grannies'" and friends a Saturday a
Sunday gift boutique will be held at the an.::
Anita Poland, 435 S. Redwood, from 10 a.m.- 9:30

Advecuta Phata by Sasan Gasd®

NEWLYWEDS
Nine Reverands and Arch Bishop Clavel par-
ticipated in the wedding ol Michelle Triolo and
Manual Corral Nov. 26 al St Angela Merci
Church. The newlyweds will reside in Placentid
alter ahoneymoon in San Diego

STUDENT OF THE MONTH
Eric Wedin was selected December Rotary sty-
dent of the month. He is an Bth grader al Brea
Junior High with many interests. A member of
the basketball team, 52 Mantle Club, and Interna-

tional Relations He also writes for the school™
newspaper and s on the principal's Iist Wedin, a 4Anual Daya of the Ver-

planist, received a savings bond from the Brea

* The Orange County
Red Cross traditionally
experiences a slowdown
in blood donations dur-
Ing the months of
December and January
because people often
don't think about
Honating blood during
the holiday season.

! Popular awards at the
Nov. 10 meeting of the
Brea Art Assoclation
went to Willlam Galvez
Tor his ofl painting done
In the style of the Old
Masters and in the Craft
Category Dave Kreps
received theaward fora
wood 8
Hazel Jordan, of
Brea, received her first
place award for a water-
calor [n the advanced
category. Bob Sheehan
received second place in
this category with his
in acrylic.
This place In this
category went to
Virginia Montagna for
her watercolor.

p-m. Don't miss this one ..

.okay?

In order to avert a
blood emergency, the
Orange County Red

encouraging
Orange County
residents in good health
between the ages of 17
and 66 and weighing at
least 110 pounds to
donate blood this holi-

|_ Association presents
November awards

acrylic while Sister
Claire Michaud placed
second with her oll pain-
ting and Kay Gunder-
man completed this
category by accepting
third place with her
acrylic.

The B &W Blueprint
Co. award went to Ervil
Homles while Leon’s
Frame Co. certificate
award was won by
Marie Smith.

Bob Bates will be a
guest at Wednesday
meeting and will give a
demonstration in
acrylles. He I3 well
known for his® Walter
Foster Book and has
had d

I In the
category, Edwin Drake
took first place with his

Rotary Club.

day season. Red Cross
bloodmoblles will ap-
pear in the following
Orange County com-
munities during the
month of December.

According to Dr.
Harold Kaplan, Orange
County Red Cross Blood
Services director,
‘‘Blood donations
generally slow down at
this time, but sick and
injured patients in
Orange County still

need blood."” Orange
County's blood supply ls
limited and depends en-
tirely on the generosity
of volunteer donors.

This \ glve
the gift of life — donate
blood at the Red Cross,
‘To make an appoint-
ment, call (714) 835
5381. Remember, it
doesn't hurt to donate
blood, it only hurts when
youdon't.

The bloodmoblle will
be at the Brea Com-

Brea Junior High
holds Book Fair

The Brea Junlor High
PTA is holding a book
falr at the school library
this week.

Books are avallable
for students to purchase
during school hours,
before and after school.
There s a wide variety
of books to choose from:
mystery storles, books
about sports, science
fiction — books by
favorite teen authors
and even a gulde to buy-

$1.2510 $3.95.
The art di

Ay

80n o
Bre,
Church

JUST MARRIED
oh ¢ Castaneda, daughter of Mr. and Mrs

Castaneda of Brea, and Alfonso Martinez,
Mr.and Mrs_ Alfonso H. Martinez also of
Were married Nov. 27 at St. Angelas

Brea group aids

Mexican orphans

r‘l!lldmu of five BaJa California orphanages are

8 littly pey
Brea-based group.

Ler off this week because of efforts of a

Members of 8t. Angela's Youth (SAY), Jolning
parish,

Olher members of the
Waveled to Tijuana for a
Pogram. They took with

Brea Catholic
weekend with Los Ninos
them hundreds of pounds

00d, rice, beans, flour and canned goods — all

ally needed by the orphanages In the face of

the sharply devalued peso.

SAY
the

Mexican children.

members stayed at a Los Ninos facility on
U.S. side of the International border and made
dally crossings to bring food and cheer to the poor

The food delivered by SAY was donated by
generous shoppers at various Brea supermarkets

earlier In the month.

Another Los Ninoa trip Ls being planned for ear-
ly spring, according to Sister
minister at St. Angela Mericl Ca

Nancy, youth
tholic Church.

Brea Band wins
several awards

The Brea-Olinda High

Jeff Capps earned a

ot i o oo B (h ¢t

0 Parade In Glen-
held the weekend of
Oct. 16 and Oct. 17,

Bloodmobile to make local stops

munity Hospital,
located at 380 W. Cen-
tral, In the Conference
Room from 1:45 to 6:30
p.m. For apointments
call (714) 8355331 ex-
tenstlon 291/292.

The Bloodmoblle will
be at La Habra Chris-
tlan Church, located at
1400 N. Fullerton Road,
In the Sunday school
room/kitchen, from 2:45
ta7:30 p.m. For appoint-

ments call (714) 835-538) plas

the drum mafor
tegory.

cal
In the month of Oc-
tober, the Brea-Olinda

Band earned

won a third place trophy
for their performance in
division “B."” class 2 at

Oct. 30, 1
Under the direction of
band director, Cameron

€]
and “You'll
Never Walk Alone.”
The Tall Flag unit
also received

a
ce for their

extenstion 291/292. performance in the
The bloodmobile will Competition.

be by La

Habra Noon Lions on WHAT'S uP

Dec. 18, the bloodmobile IN BREA?

will be at 299 W, Green-

wood, from 10:43 a.m. to | Find out every week
% . from Newsy Suzie,

3:30 p.m. For appoint. f In the

ments call (714) 835533) featuredin the Brea Ad-

extension 291/292. vocate.

participated in a poster
contest to help publicize
the book fair. The win-
ners are Mark Stiter-
ding, first place, Tony
Comstock who finished
in second place, and
Gavin Graham, who
placed third In the con-
test.

Proceeds from the
book sales will go

toward buying books for

the literature depart-
ment.

Your Neigh
Sunday school

_930AM
Worship Services

11:00 AM
College Fellowship
S 0

un. i
Rev. George Saunders
408 S, Flower St. ot Date & Flower

First Bapiist Church
orhood Church
Invites You to Worship With Us

Youth Meetings

. 7

Family Night
Wed. 7:00
Sunday Prayer
Meeting -6 p.m.
TT4-529-2396

OBITUARIES

Tim Wilson

were held for son,

Bervices Bob, dsughter
Brea resident Tim

Brea, Lu.hu, -
st Thatmer, aoes,
Algena of
Anshelm and Gena

Wilson of La Habra. and
ve grandchildren

Nov. 4. 1910, In Fisher,
Minn. He died on Nov. 13
at 5t Jude Hospital in .
Fullerton. Wilson was 8 member
Wilson s survived by of Lark Ellen Christian
his wife. Marguerite, Church

Harold Wingard

Services were held for ~ Wingard
La Habra ident, by his mother, Fannie of
Harold Wingard. on La Habra. brothers
Nov 17 at Neels Brea Robert, Charles and
Mortuary. lohn_

Wingard was born on
June 10, 1931 In
Chareboix, Michigan
He died on Nov. 14 In
Fullerton.

s survived

Wingard was &
member of the Fuller-
ton Elks Club and the
American leglon of
Fullerton.

Brea Soroptimists
plan art competition

‘The Brea Soroptimists are a county-
wide art competition as part of thelr 10th anniver-
sary activities.

Thempa.luwlsmmlnonn. Count
residents. A prize of $500 will be presented Ly (s

Feb. 5.

Leads Club to open
new chapter in Brea

OnDec.l.l.udulclnb.lmM'menln

will open & new chapter to serve the

Brea, Placentia, Yorba Linds, La Habra and East
Fullerton area.

Coordinator for the club s Julla Hoch, owner
:lnctw of the Merle Norman Cn-:?ﬁe xmu:ﬁ

rea.

Businesswomen are Invited to attend the first
meeting of Leads-Brea at Kaplan's, 2112 Brea
Mall, {rom 7:15 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. For more In-
formation and reservations, contact Julla Hoch at
(714) 990-0510.
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You can't choose the right gyn
If you don't have a choice”

T SELECTION OF HARD TO
FIND HAND GUNS IN THE VALLEY
ATDISCOUNT PRICES
BUY  SELL * TRADE
HOLIDAY SPECIALS
BEAT YEAR END INCREASES
BUYNOW!

MANY - Smith & Wesson - Ruger - Colts
NEVER BEFORE PRICES

Mon theoFri 104
a1 %

BREA n V4
(ncross miesmer rowsesana) 7 14 - 990-8888

MOMMY and ME
18 MOS. -3 YR,

TOTS
3-5 YRS.

ONE FREE INTRODUCTORY LESSON

With This Coupon

NOC YMCA GYMNASTICS
341 W. Imperial, La Habra

Behind Leisure World
"1 Block {West of Euclid

(714) 8799622 or

iy b New Yok i logimbicied i l®
H

YMCA GYMNASTIC CLASSES }
:

PROGRESSIVE

1 CLASSES ]

n Boy-Girls 6 & Up g

CERTIFIED =

INSTRUCTORS =

[

i

For Appt. Call

|

Hey “’Kids""! Treddq is back!
ot

FOUNDERS NATIONAL BANK!
He’s irresistible!
It’s easy to adopt
Freddy Founder

st open a new savings account

for$500 ormore ... or deposit

$500 or more to0 your existing
savings actount.

Quantity limited — @ per customer.

BANK 390 N, BREA BLVD., BREA

”“':f" ;‘s"':‘“' WMemoer FOIC
714-990-6066
213-694-2007

879-8911

FOUNDERS NATIONAL
2 !; 5
+

MM
WHERT OLD-FASHIGNED SERVICE DOLS NOT COST EXTHA
The SX-3 Porioble Kerosene
e — Hester with Powss-Step burner.
10,100 1o 12,600 8TU/M., heats ap-

260 14 . o “low” and appron
Wk o vigh

309"

0g. 349"

%

|*reEDWOOD GAZEBOS!
’?oﬁs lOGs ml»ullbﬂlmhl
Free Latice Top &
s‘ ’ Free Dellvery & Set-Up |
e’ 199,
102K, IMPERIAL HWY., BREA

671-17N

CLOSED WED.

M-TH 106, FRI. 10:9
SAT. 106, SUN. 11-5
|\
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the naturally occurring chunks of

By Robert Chow
Tha Orange County Rogister 0

oes anyone remember Hall

of Fame slugger Babe

Ruth pitching nine i
and hitting two home runs
park in Brea?

How about Brea serving as a
*“Top Gun" school for World War 1
fighter pilots?

Or that the city was almost
named Randolph, after the land
baron who wanted so badly tobe its
namesake?

Those are among a few of the
highlights recorded in Esther
Ridgway Cramer's historical ac-
count of Orange County's northern-
most city titled “Brea: The City of
Oil, Oranges and Opportunity,” [
published in May.

Drawing from oral history,
newspaper archives and historical
writings, Cramer has woven a col-
orful anecdote-laden account of the
people and events that created and
shaped the city and surrounding
region. The book includes about 125
photographs.

Brea gave the award-winning

From oil field to malls, work marks Brea’s birth

historian Cramer a $10,000 hono-
rarium to write the book as part of
its celebration of the 75th anniver-
sary of the city's incorporation.
The book chronicles the strugg!
to build a railroad, provide
source of water and tap the lakes of
g beneath the Puente Hills.
It was the latter that drew most

asphalt, formed when dirt mixed
with the oil that freely oozed out of
ground even before the first well
was drilled.

Brea became notorious for the
“roughnecks and roustabouts”

e
who toiled in the oil fields by day

and caroused at the saloons in Ful-
lerton and Anaheim by night. "
failure to recognize the signifi- Cramer included City Hall along-
The region also once boasted 85 o,y of the construction of the  side Union Oil and Kirkbill Rubber

baving "“The Largest Citrus Grove

in the World" during the heyday of Orange (S7) Freeway in 1972 —an

event that has shaped Brea as
much as the exploration for oil and
the growing of citrus.

The freeway helped transform
the once-isolated north county berg

plant in the chapter titled “Compa-
mies that made a difference.”

Cramer writes: “The city's oper-
ation can be compared to that of a
corporate business — the citizens
and taxpayers are the stockhold-
into the urban mall-chic city thatit  ers, the mayor is chairman of the
is today. Except for a few indirect  board and the city council mem-
references to the freeway's con-  bers are the board of directors. The
struction, Cramer hardly touches Gty manager, now Frank Benest,
on the thoroughfare’s impact on s the president of the corpora-
the city. tion."”

the Bastanchury Ranch, which
spanned about 3,000 acres in 1910.

Other noteworthy chapters in-
clude Brea's contribution to avia-
tion in the early 1900s and the great
baseball duel in 1924 between Babe
Ruth and pitching great Walter
Johnson, who grew up in Olinda
Village.

Among the book’s shortcomings
as a historical work is Cramer's

>i§!ﬂ]vlgi¢ll.9§>§§!=l!<_$

Echoing the quasi-public-private
nature of Brea's government, a
quote from Brea Councilman and
former Mayor Wayne Wedin adds,
“We run a large real estate opera-
tion. . . . Our profit line is industrial
and commercial development . . ."

“Brea: The City of Oil, Oranges
and Opportunity” can be pur-
«chased for §29.95 al the Brea Civic
and Cultural Arts Center,

For more information contact
Jubilee Hotline at 990-7771

ADULTS - $12 « CHILDREN (2 12 YEARS) ¥4 +

INFANTS (UNDER 2 YEARS) - FREE
LOS ANGELES HARBOR CRUISE

ManPoce, Ao
2800 Norh Man Santa Ang

I

er-..oi:tﬂ;lo&_ﬂ.
Tres space pronded as 8 pubic servos ©

Best Sellers

Publishers Weekly
© 1992 Reed Publishing USA
/

Here are the best sellers for the
week of June 19, compiled from
data from independent and chain
bookstores, book wholesalers and
independent distributors nation

$10.
8. “Possessing the Secret of Joy." Ak
Walker. Harcoun ws-._qiaas._.o?uw
um “Seruples Two." Judih Krantz. Crown,
_ﬂ...ru‘lg-.l.!:g.n-*ﬁ..
thy. Knopl, 821

Hard-cover non-fiction

1."The Sllant Passage: Menopause.” Gal
Sheey. Random House, $16

R’

7. “Chist: My Life in the LAPD." Daryl F
Gates weh Disne K. Shah. Bantar, $22.50

2 “Thw Juicomen's Power of Juicing.” Jay
Kordich Wilkam Morrow, $15

9. “How to Satisty a Woman Every Time.”

2» *The Kitchen God's Wife.” Amy Tan. vy,
N
3. A Time to KilL™ John Grisham. Ded,
$599
4. “Patriot Games.” Tom Clancy. Berkioy,

9. A Time to Kill.* John Grsham, Wynwood
Pross, §0.95

10, “7 Habita of Highly Eflective Peopie
Blophen A, Covey. AS5Firvsde, §0.05
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Some timeless tales for children get new clothes -

By Maria D. Laso
The Orange County Register

fairy tales and other clas-
sics we remember from childhood
are availabl
lovely new
new stores 3
ored tradition of fairy tales.
This three-part, weekly series
Jooks at timeless tales fresh for the
19%s. We begin with newer edi-
tions of old standbys.

“The Emperor's New
Clothes,” retoid by Rk
Levinson.
37 pages. $14.95 hardoover.
Dution. 1
Hans Christian Andersen’s les-
son in the dangers of foolish vanity
is told with humor and just the
right touch of pomposity by Riki
Levi e real charm is in

htly colored illus-

trations by Robert Byrd spread
from geometric patterns to spark

imagination with giggles and
"Wﬂ_nm. ~n=_ Byrd's animal kingdom,
the emperor is a lion, of course,
and the sly tailors are foxes.
trary to what we think of as
fairy-tale endings, in this tale the
emperor is exposed, so to speak,
but not everyone gets his due. The

Con

KIDSBOOKS

stories never goout of
m M_u_an. Many of the folk and

| Tivecess Taces |
THIS WEEK: Classic lairy
Week 2

: Traditional folk
from the West. ey
Week 3: Traditional folk tales
from the East.
Week 4: New stories in classic
traditions.

clever foxes are simply rewarded
for their entreprencurial scam,

“The Elves and the Shoe-
5[.!....:«5531.&5
30 pages. $3.95

S paperback.

gin somewhat drab and seem to
build into brighter colors as the
four characters near their happy

endings. What Turkle leaves out in
detail is left for young minds to
imagine, much the point of fairy
tales.

Other retellings by Littledale in-
clude “The Litte Mermaid,” “The
Magic Fish,” “The Boy Who Cried
‘Wolf” and “Seven at One Biow.”

N;EB.!.EESQ‘.
Doubleday,
An enchanting aspect of this sto-

ry is the moral that even little peo-
ple can displ,

characters
old-fashioned

lascivious beetle steals her away.

Another enchanting aspect is the
scale. When | was a girl, after [
heard this story, 1 desperately

wanted a playmate the size of
Thumbelina, and searched (lower
buds far hours in hopes of finding
one. | made many walmt.shell
beds with rose-petal eiderdowns.
Darke's elegant illustrations feed
this fantasy, often including famil-
iar objects to keep in perspective
the critical issue of size,

Thumbelina does get to live hap
pily ever after with a prince (of
course, these storybook women
find their fulfillment i men), but
only after jilting & froggy biind-
date and her rich, dull fiance mole.
She also never again sees her
adopted mother, the woman who
was sad because she had 6o chil-
dren (and now presumably is even
sadder at having had and lost one).

" Most books are avadable from local ionar-

der a book i ks not in stock. Wrts 10 Kids'
Books, Sundsy Show, Tha Orange
County Regster, PO Box 11626, Santa
Ana, CA 82711

Biography reveals the public and the private Harry Truman

By Christopher Lehmann-Haupt
The New York Times

s you near the close of Da-

vid McCullough's thor-

oughly absorbing life of

Harry §. Truman (1884-1972), the

33rd president of the United States,

you are surprised to see that you
have read nearly 1,000 pages.

The book doesn't seem that long.

It contains little of the drifting se-

quential narrative (“‘The following

year brought war. ...") usually

endemic to volumes of this length,

except near the end, where the text K

grows artfully aimless to reflect
the sudden lack of compulsion in
Truman's life after his presidency
ended in 1953.

Part of the reason for the dra-
matic coherence of this life is Tru-
man's own doing, of course. As
well as being known as the acciden-
tal president (which he really
wasn't, since, as McCullough
makes clear, everyone involved in
his selection as the vice presiden-
tial candidate in 1944 knew full well
that Franklin D. Roosevelt was un-
likely to live out a fourth term),
Truman might well be called the
surprising man.

times in his public life he
reversed what everyone expected
of bim. First, there was his perfor-
mance as the “senator from Pen-
dergast,’ he arrived in
‘Washington in 1934 as the product
of the corrupt Missouri political
machine run by T.J. Pendergast,
and then proceeded to acquit him-
self brilliantly, particularly during
World War Il as head of the Senate

Special Committee to Investigate
the National Defense Program,
popularly known as the Truman
Committee.

Then there was his traumatic ac-
cession 1o the presidency upon
Roosevelt's death in April 1945,
when he was handed the task of
steering the country out
storm of World War II and into the
straits of the Cold War, and sur-
passed most people’s expectations
of his skills as a captain.

And finally, of course, there was
his storied upset victory over Re-
publican Gov. Thomas E. Dewey in
the presidential election of 1948.

Among Harry S. Truman's unexpected trit

Yet if Truman's career was in-
herently dramatic, McCullough
has made the most of it, and then
some. The author of five previous
books, among them two magnifi-
cently epic histories, “The Great
Bridge,” about the building of the-
Brooklyn Bridge, and “The Path
Between the Seas,"” about the Pan-
ama Canal, znné.eznw is a sor-

& 2 £
jumphs were his 1948 presidential victory over Thomas E. Dewey.

scribes a young man without voca-
tion or higher schooling trans-
formed into a leader of men by the
experience of World War I, a meta-
morphosis almost as extreme as
the one worked on Ulysses S. Grant
by the Civil War.

Then, just as Truman as a lowly
county functionary begins to de-

Traman'
W Ruthor: Dmid
‘WMcCutiough
B \nfo: Simon & Schuster/

Paramount Commuications. 4"
Iustrated. 1,117 pages. $30. _

them almost shamelessly. After
playing up the contrast between
the stage-frightened Truman and
the titanic figures of Churchill and
Stalin on the eve of the Potsdam
Conference (1945), he records Tru-
man's first impression of the Sovi-

et leader as follows: ** ‘A little bit

of a squirt,’ Truman described

him, Stalin standing about 5 feet

5n

Of the strategic situation in Ky
rea in October 1951, after Gen.
Douglas MacArthur's successful
counterattack against the North at
Inchon, the author writes, “‘1f Mac-
Arthur said there was ‘very littie’
chance of the Chinese coming in,
who, after Inchon, was to doubt his
judgment, and particularly if what
he said confirmed what was
thought in Washington?"

And to further heighten the dra-
ma, McCullough manages to move
back and forth between a public
view of Truman and a private one,
so that we see the insecurity that

cerer at
incidental details to serve him.

Out of Truman's boyhood he
shapes an almost Frank Capra-es-
que story of the nearsighted boy
who aimed to please through hard
work and integrity. Then he de-

spair of his future, he becomes
Boss d i i

F )
candidate for the US Senate, de-
spite being judged by a crony of
Pendergast's as being “too light”
for the job.

As for the more familiar details
of the drama, McCullough milks

hid behind the momen:
tous decisions he made.

Indeed, we get the impression
that the way Truman often healed
the sickness of self-doubt was to
dose himself with the elixir of deci-
E.n_:u-. .

g, e
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It can take a year or a lifetime

“ . Nis stll my custom lo wrile
with my watch bolore mo and lo re-
Quire from mysell 250 words every
quarter of an hour. | have found thal
1he 250 words have boen lorthcom-
ing as rogularly as my watch went."

= Anthony Troliope (1815-82)
By Hillel Halle
Tho Associaled Press

decades to accomplish what

Joyce Carol Oates usually does
every year: write a novel. Thomas
Pynchon needed nearly 17 years to
finish “Vineland.” Reynalds Price
polished off “Blue Calhoun™ in
about cight months.

Why? All those years don't nec-
essarily mean the book will be bet-
ter — Brodkey's effort was greeted
with mixed reviews — or even
much longer: *Vineland" runs 385
pages; “'Blue Calhoun" checks in
at .

-+ Any number of factors can affect
the writing process — health, out-

.d_ took Harold Brodkey three

side projects, research, an expernt-
mental style — but often it has to
do with the author's way of work-
ing, how a novel can become an
annual routine or a lifetime ordeal.

Imagine someone taking a long
time to Ninish a book and you might
picture a scene out of the film
“Barton Fink™ — the novelist gaz-
ing in terror at the typewriter, a
blank piece of paper glaring back,
an angry boss calling for the manu-
script

But while some writers do have
trouble starting a novel, others
simply don't know where to stop.
Norman Rush, author of *'Mat-
ing," took about five years to finish
the book and admitied he had so
much matenial he needed time to
cut it down. Brodkey wrote thou-
sands and thousands of pages and
ended up with the B35-page “The
Runaway Soul."

“When you sit down to write a
piece, you're not thinking about
how long you're going to spend on
it," Brodkey said. “'Also, as you get

To Sey When You Talk To .
Your Seff and The Scit Talk @ Lose weight faster, easier with or

Solution.

..—Euwu\oﬁnrasmam&
tollercoaster and lose weight permanently!

new die, the solufion is Io leam ip
Leep i offt
@ Control snadks, eat less, and feel betier
using easy Self-Talk techniques.
@ Not hypnosis-not subliminal-
no food to buy.
@ Make any good diet or exexise plan
better, faster, and easier!

without dieting,
In this powerful seminar program, Shad Helmstetter will personally
guide you toward a healthier, slimmer, happier you-with the Self-

T lost 60 pownds in 8 months withoud dicting & sigle dey”
People will look at you and say, "You ook great *

Emest Hemingway began ‘Garden
of Eden’ in 1946 and hadn 1 finished
a1 the time of his suicide.

more ideas it takes more time. |
don't worry about whether it takes
a week or a year or two."”

“It took longer than I had intend-
ed,” Rush said of “Mating,” a sto-
ry about foreigners in Africa that
won the National Book Award last
fall

*1 had assembled the materials
for the book when 1 was in Africa
The question was keeping it under
control. The basic question was
shaping it and keeping it to the ba-

off the weight-loss

*This semtinar is furd a
Saturda m&:«nﬁ&.
uE..mn\ il WEH i umE_n
9 - Noon -5pm 2-5pm

Anaheim Marriott, 700 West Convention Wav

[ Free Registration — Call Today!

1-800:982819% or Can (714) 573-2382

Joyce Carol Oates usually writes 8
novel a year. She credits her
productivity to planning.

sic story and points ] wanted to
make."” i

Oates, whose latest novel is
called "'Black Wal
productivity to planning. She said
she likes to break a story into three
parts, as if it were a movie, and
then figure how long she wants the
novel to be.

Price cites good luck as much as
anything. With a firm knock on
wood, he notes he's never really
had writer's block, that he simply
is able to sit down each morning
and move the story along.

*'On a given day | do an awful lot
of revising as I go, but there was
never a point at which things just
ground to a halt,” Price said.
“When I read about these books

} PROF’L PSYCHIC)
‘+ KEADER COURSELCR #

o et v

| (714) 669-8410 2

THE WORLD FAMOUS
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e a novel

{hat take 20 or 30 years or longer, |
have no idea what the writer can be
doing all that time.”

Tom Mornison, who took about
four years to finish “Jazz," and
Robert Stone, who needed five
years to wnte “Outerbridge
Reach,” also pride themselves on
structure. Each work on their nov-
els knowing how the story will end.
Reaching that point, however, can
be a frustrating, time-consuming
process.

“The part after the first draft i
hard,” Morrison said. "Having the
idea is very exciting, compelling
Writing the first draft may be diffi-
cult — at least you're doing it and
you have all these possibilities,

“'And then comes the part where
you fix it, and that's very hard be-
cause | 0 fix it a certain way,
to make it look like I didn't have to
work too hard, like it was done in
one act.”

Stone admits he's a procrastina.
tor. Writing is work, after all, and
at times actually getting
done can seem akin to fixing the
plumbing under the kitchen sink.

“It's really a basic thing of mak-
ing yoursel down and do it,"
Stone said. “I'm kind of a perfec-

tionist. I will sometimes spend a
month taking out everything I've
put i

t. There's also Jaziness, a
to work, a desire 1o goof
off. I think I'm not very efficient.”

Historically, the great novelists
vary just as widely in output. Gus-
tave Ilaubert worked on The
Temptation of St. Antheny” for
about 25 years. James Joyce spent
more than a decade on the experi-
mental “Finnegan's Wake." Hon-
ore de Balzac, however, turned out
dozens of novels and short stories
dunng a 20-year period. In fewer
than 40 years, Anthony Trollope
produced more than 40 novels.

Early acclaim can be bad luck.
Ralph Ellison emerged 40 years
ago with his classic “Invisible
Man" and hasn't completed a nov-
el since. Brodkey was considered a
genius in the 1950s after the publi-
cation of his first book, the story
collection “First Love and Other
Sorrows."”

Some novels took so long their
creators didn't live to complete
them. Ernest Hemingway began
“Garden of Eden” in 1946 and
hadn't finished at the time of his
suicide 1S years later. Flaubert
spent the last few years of his life
working on “Bouvard and Pecu-
cher.”

But no one had a harder time
than the Russian writer Nikolai
Gogol. In 1834, he began “Dead
Souls,” convinced he had *
worked with such inspiration,”
that the story of a businessman
buying up the rights to dead serfs
would save his country from spiri-
tual ruin.

1t took eight years just to write
the first part of the novel. His inspi-
ration wavered and so did his
health. Because of objections rom
censors, the published story had
been changed substantially from
the original draft

7

Books

VALERIE TAKAHAMA

Book of the year
winner draws fire

for its accuracy

In what's quickly becoming a
tradition, this year's winner of the
American Booksellers Book of the
Year Award is surrounded by
controversy.

Susan Jeffers' picture book,
“Brother Eagle, Sister Sky: A
Message From Chiel Seattle,”
won the award this month, but not
before it was labeled "best-sell-
ing baloney" by Newsweek and
reclassified by the New York
Times from its non-fiction best-
sellers list to the advice, how-to
and miscellaneous category.

The Nap stems from writer-il-
Justrator Jeffers' adaptation of a
speech purportedly made by
Chief Seattle in the 1850s. Critics
claim Jeffers was too loose in her
adaptation.

Nonetheless, members of the
ABA stood behind the book and
designated it the one they most
enjoyed selling the previous year.
Some 300,600 copies have sold
since its [all 1991 release.

It won over “The Firm,"” by
John Grisham, ‘‘Fried Green To-
matoes at the Whistle Stop Cafe,"
by Fannie Flagg; "Griffin & Sa-
bine: An Extraordinary Corre-
spondence,” by Nick Bantock;
and "Life's Little Instruction
Book" by H. Jackson Brown Jr.

Last year's ABBY winner was

"'The Education of Little Tree" by
Forrest Carter. It was purported
to be the autobiography of a Cher-
okee orphan but was discovered
to be the work of Asa Carter, a
segregation advocate in Alabama
in the 1950s and former Ku Klux
Klan member.
Fact and fiction: San Clemente
writer Mary Ann Whittier is up-
front about mixing fiction with
fact. Her work, “Tales From
1492," weaves fictional charac-
ters with such historical figures
as Michelangelo, Isabella of
Spain, Montezuma and Martin
Luther in her telling of the Chris-
topher Columbus saga.

An art history professor at Sad-
dleback College, Whittier will
sign copies of the book on Satur-
day from 2104 p.m. at Room With
a View bookstore, 31521 Camino
Capistrano, San Juan Capistrano,
and on July 4 from noon to 2 p.m.
at Fahrenheit 451, 509 S. Coast
Highway, Laguna Beach

Valere Takahama wriles about books

Terry McMillan writes as she lives

Her books are about
a real world, done in
conversational style

By Hillel Maile
The Associaled Press

new novel, Terry McMillan
would like a man in her life.
She's not desperate, mind you,
and she’s not looking for Mr.
Right, j

_ [ you didn't guess from her

hutzpah."
could even be someone who
didn't know who 1 was,” McMil-
lan, 40, said during an i i
in New York, "Or, even if they did
know, just have the nerve, the
chutzpah to come up and say, ‘Hi,
I really liked your last book, b
really had some problems with it.
Can we talk?" I like men who
aren't idated.”

But that isn't easy. Tall and
graceful, with a hgh forehead
m.un perfect cheekbones, McMil-
lan is gent and painfully di-
rect. She has a glare that could
make you confess to sins you
didn't commit and a lethal wit
that could rip a hole through the
ozone layer.

“I think I'm a pretty good judge
of character,” she said. “I've met
a lot of men over the years who
are just wusses, litle wusses.
They have this facade, like
they're so tough, then I find out
what they're like. I don't mind a
man being a kitten, but damn, at
least purr.”

“Waiting to Exhale," her third
novel and follow-up to the best-
selling  “Disappearing  Acts,”
tells of four single women — all in
their 30s — who live in Phoenix.

Bernadine was married 12
years to a successful business-
man who left her for a young
bookkeeper. Gloria also is a sin-
gle mom, running a beauty salon
and coming to terms with her
teen-age son's increasing inde-
pendence. Robin is the most inse-
cure, the most in need of a man to
make her feel good about herself.

Then there's Savannah, Berna-
dine’s college roommate, the

EXCERPTS

:3 are excerpts from
Terry McMillaa's novel,
“Waiting to mh_.-_u..\,

"I apened the door for Troy.
Good god almighty. This man
is past gorgeous, He was hold-
ing a lit cigarette between his
fingers. | wish be didn't
smoke, but I guess I can live
with one bad habit. ‘Hey, sug-
ar,' he said. He was wearing a
pale-blue polo shirt with some
navy-blue baggy pants and
Ray-Ban sunglasses, even
though it was dark outside. His
asnnnn was clipped to his shirt
pocket. Troy does not look at
all like he's forty years old.
He's in great shape. Hallelu-
jah."

n

“Bernadine walked inside
his doorway and stood stock-
still. She looked in Kathleen's
face, down at John, and back
at Kathleen. Kathleen'
was red. Bernadine’s felt red-
der. Past the boiling point. She
was trembling so that she
didn't know her arm had
flailed vp and slapped Kath-

Terry MchMillsn's “Walting to
Exhals” tells of four women.

leen in the face until she saw
Kathleen fall against John's
desk. Before he could get from
behind it, she grabbed Kath-
leen by the hair and yanked
her so close that Bernadine
could smell her breath. ‘Now.
Would you mind terribly if I
had a few moments alone with
my husband? I won't be a min-
ute.""

character McMillan describes as
the closest to hersell. She has just
moved {rom Denver to Phoenix.

(The author once lived in Anzo-
na). She works in promotions at a
television station and hopes the
new location will do something for
a social life that’s as cold as the
Colorado winter.

“They have done one helluva
Jjob convincing themselves — and
a whole lot of us — that we should
feel desperate,” Savannah tells
herself, "“which is why so many of
us are willing to do damn near
anything to snag one of them
Well, not me. 1 don't need a man
to rescue me or take care of me
financially — I can take care of
mysell. What would be nice is to
know you're with one wha's Jook-
ing out for your best interests, one
who makes you feel special, safe
and secure.”

McMillan likes to “talk” a
book, make it conversational, as

if she were writing a letter or

a writer, but when she sits down
in front of the computer, it's her
own voice that's gmding her fin-
gers across the keys

My narrative s not full of im-
agery and it's not beautiful and
not haunting and riveting," she
said. "'l can write that stuff, easy.
I can imitate anybody, but it's not
my voice, not my worl d
concrete things, the way it really
18, and that's how [ try to write
i

The process can drive her cra-
zy, make her act like she's getting
ready for a blind date. She'll pol-
ish her fingernails over and over.
She'll curse at hersell while she's
folding the laundry. She'll obsess
over a chapter as if she couldn’t
decide which hat would go best
with her new jacket.

Walting 1 Lrhate’
B Auor: Termy Wickiaen
B info: Viang, L2

“T'll be telling myseff, That
was phony, Terry It's phosy sd
you know it's phony * Or, ‘Vem're
scared, tiptoeing You're scared
1o go a little further You're thunk-
ing about your audience todsy
you're thinking sbout your read
ers. Il you're not guing to tell the
truth, don't (ry." "

McMillan, who has 5 sca, Solo-
mon, 8, says her books are per-
sanal, but not sutobwgraphical
The names and the places have
been changed, bul the [eelings re
main the same

In ""Waiting 10 Exhale,” Savan-
nah goes o a convennon in Lax
Vegas and falls in love with
Charles, o program producer
from a San Francisco television
station. They discuss bewng to-
gether. She will try to get a job
where he Jives. In the meantime,
he will visit her in Phoenix.

It is the only time she seex him
He never calls her and she nearly
loses her mind. She can't eat,
can't sleep For hours, she sz
staring at the lamp plug in the
wall. She puts on Tracy Chapman
and cries her eyes out, imagining
Charles with another woman.

A smilar experience happened
to McMillun and she calls it the
hardest part of the book to write
Bul she warlea i taere S wem
ed to put her feelmgs imo words
and then leave them behind She
waniled 1o let a softer side show
the survivor of bad relatonships,
the sucker for happy endings, lhe
woman torn between a mind that
can't be fooled and a heart that
Just won't quit

“What I'm saying about women
is there’s na fear of intimacy We
will jump into the skillet before
we know whar happens. Some-
times you have lo trust your in-
stincts. That's how men and wom-
en dilfer, men will be cautious,
take their time, waste a lot of
ume.

“‘Women don't wan! lo get mar-
ried in three days, they just want
to know where it's gaing. I'm an
optimist and [ believe ultimately
we will do the night thing. "

Book signing, 1-3 pm. today Fahr-
anhelt 451, 509 S. Coast Highway, La-
quna Beach. Call 494-5151. Minam
Marx signs “Love, Groucho,” a com-
pilation of lelters from her lather.

Book signing, 1-4 p.m. Saturday.

ysis Made Easy
Let's Talk Books, 7-9 pm. Tuas-
day Orange Library, Community Ser-
vices Room, 101 N. Center, Orange.
Call 268-2400. The topic is “People
From Other Times and Places.”

Demonstration and book signing,
9 am.-noon and 6:30-930 pm.

. book, “Men's Secrel Camp.”

Presentation, 7 p.m. Thursday La-
guna Beach Library, 363 Glenneyre,
Laguna Beach. Call 497-7115. Fnends

Wilder, author of “Liftie House on the
Prame.”

Book signing, 1-3 pm Saturday
Brentano's, Brea Mall. Chiidren’s book

author Valenie Reddx signs "Milke and ~ gns “Seeing the Blephant™ and [kane
‘he Mudhole" and “Dragon Kite of the K. Shah signa “Dying Cheek o
Auturmn Moon.” Chaek.”

Poetry reading, 46 pm. Saturday

Courtyard Books, 14961 Holl Ave.
Tustin. Call 544-7540 The leatured
readers are Gary Tominson and
Felicano E. Meigar. An open reading
toligws.

— Complied by Andres Cortez
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SANTA COMES TO TOWN

Daniel R. Browning/News- Times

Santa Claus (Ray Torres) delighted youngsters ai John Tynes School Thursday when he
2opped up at a Rolary luncheon and Kris Knngle gift give-away- For more photos see page

Local Artist Thanks Eye Bank

With Special Christmas Card

By Anita-Vardanian-
Schuber

Her vision was slowly
fading. When Dorothy
Carpenter contracted
measles, at age 2, she
began to develop eye
ulcers which, in healing,
left scar tissue over both
her pupils.

But 60 years later,
thanks to advances in
medical technology.
surgeons affiliated with

and proceeds will be
used to promote better
vision by educating the

public about eye care.
Money already
generated from this
fund-raiser has been
used to purchase an
audioviewer, which
to

public about the eye
bank and corneal
donation.

"“They (eye bank
associates) helped me
regain sight, so it's a
real joy to be able to
share my gift with
them,’' says the
Pl tia resi

Carpenter pr
the Orange County Eye
Bank last Thursday.
This sound slide
projecter will be used to
inform patients and the

The Southern
California Eye Institute
was founded in Sep-

please turn to page 3

ittee

Council Appoints Comm
Mobile Home Owners Seek

Relief From Rent Increases

[ “The Talle of the Town
|

By Deborah Rodd

Moblle home owners
in Brea say they are
being held captive and
they want the City
Councll to do something
aboul it.

At the last meeting of
the Brea City Council
Bob Cain, a resident of
Crestmont Moblle
Estates, said that mobile
home owners are cap-
tive tenants In their
parks because no lots
are available for them to
move their homes to.

In the past four years,
mobile home owners
have come before the
council several times to
request rellef from
constant rent Increases.
Showing captive tenancy
could give the city
justification for rent

control.
Cain sald he found

only five open lots in the

city and four of them are

in Crestmont, ‘‘which

wouldn't do me a lot of
"

good.

He said that even if 10
lots were open in the city
only 1 percent of the
mobile homes could be
moved. ‘‘Therefore,
over 99 percent of total
mobile home tenants are
captive in their parks,”
he said.

park by choice. I am
there because your
zoning laws have pul me
there,” he said, *'That Is
why most of the people
have mobile homes in
parks that someone else
owns.""

Cain said that the
council's last action
which was to form a
committee of
representatives of park
owners and mobile home
residents to work
together to solve
problems — had not
worked. He sald he and
others are tired of
speaking to the council
and writing letters and

getting no responsc.

““We feel IU's time for
the Drea City Council to
got off their duffs and
take some action.' he

sald.

Councilman Sam
Cooper said he had
walked all. live mobile
home parks In the city.
“While it appears that
most of the parks have
no rent problem, ap-
pearances are

deceiving,” he said. “I
find the greatest
problem to be rent
escalation.”

At Cooper’s request,
Mayor Norma Hicks
appointed a sub-

City zoning ordi
which require mobile
homes to be placed
within parks have
created a monopoly for &
smalt group of park
owners, Cain said.

“I am not in a rental

Brea Historical Exhibition: X

ittee, dof
Councilman Carrey
Nelson and Ceoper, to
investigate the situation
and report back at the
first meeting in
January.

The subcommittee will
see if any of the facts
have changed since the
issue was discussed last
spring. City Manager
Wayne Wedin sald. They
will see if it Is worth the
time and effort ‘‘to
explore whether or not
something can be done

now that was nol
possible several months
ago."

Cooper proposed that
the city adopt a rent
control ordinance for
mobile homes similar to
one Iin Westminster with
the difference that legal
costs be provided for by
moblle home residents
and park owners prior to
any litigation, so that
there would be no cost to
taxpayers.

Councilman Ron Isles
he opposed
taking any action which
“would embroil the city
in extremely cxptns:i“:'c

o

litigation,** altho
council should continue

to examine the matter
and seek a solution.

City Attorney James
Markman said that a
lawsuit over an oOr-
dinance similar to the
one Iin Westminster
could result. “We don't
have a Court of Appeals
opinion that tells us you
can do any form of rent
control on mobile homes
only.

‘“‘Some cities have
done it,” he said, “"and
there are lawsuits flying

plnuluml.op-mﬁ

A Trip Into The City’s Past

By Gundi Thomas
Give yourself a special
treat during this holiday
season, and take a step
back in time to Brea's
past. It’s all still there to
be seen - from old
photographs to old
phonographs, from
dding dresses to wash

the Brea-based Southern
California Eye Institute
were able to perform a
cornea transplant in
Carpenter's left eye.
saving her from total
blindness.

This holiday season,
the 77-year-old artist
continues to show her
gratitude for the
priceless gift of an eye
donor and “the help of
God." She has painted a
Christmas card showing
a tiny bird resting on the
snow-covered bough of a
cypress tree. The eye
institute has arranged
for the sale of this card,

&
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tubs, from farm
machinery to a per-
manent wave machine
which looks more like an
instrument of torture
than an instrument of
beauty.

The Brea Historical
Exhibition, which runs
through Jan. 14 at the
Brea Gallery is more
than a trip down
M 'y Lane (although

Early News Deadline:

Dec. 16, noon for Dee. 21 issue,
Dec. 22, noon for Dec, 29 issue

that's certainly part of
the fun.) It ig gn im-
portant effort to trace
the evolution of the city
through its various
stages from oil town to

citrus-growing com-
munity to modern
suburban city.

The culmination of a
two-year community
historical project which
included Brea Citizens,
local donors, Cal-State
Fullerton's Oral History
Program, the City of
Brea, and a grant from
the California Council on
the Humanities, the
exhibition is divided into
two sections;

The culmination of a
two-year communit
historical project whicg
included Brea Citizens,
local donors, Cal-State
Fullerton's Oral History
Program, the City of
Brea, and a grant from
the California Council on

the Humanities, the
exhibition is divided into
two sections: The

Developing City and The

Changing Community.

The Developing City is

devoted to the actual
land and its use: Oil
(1890 - 1930), Citrus (1930
- 1955), and the Modern
Era (1955 - 1980).
Beginnign with a map of
the Rancho San Juan
Cajon de Santa Ana
Grant in 1838, sub-
sequent maps trace the
land through its
ownership by Abel
Sterns in 1863, its
proposed communities
and later housing plots,
to its present day
boundaries.

The space devoted to
the oil era includes rare
photographs, a look at
two living rooms from
the period, and a scale
model of a 1920s oil rig
built by Fred Johnson.

Of particular interest

please turn to page 4
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NEWS-TIMES....

What's Happening?

Christmas Music At Forum

Traditional and contemporary Christmas music
will be performed at the Forum in the Yorba Linda
Continuing Education Center by the newly
organized Forum Pops Orchestra Sunday, Dec. 19.

%lckeu for the 3 p.m. program are $J. Tickets are
available through the community services office of
the North Orange County Community College
District, located at the Yorba Linda Continuing
Education Center, 4175 Fairmont Bivd.. Yorba
Linda, 779-8581. The office Is open from 8 a.m. to §
p.m.. Monday through Frldn{r.

Leon Gulde will direct the Forum Pops Orchestra
in the holiday concert.

Special Holiday Puppet Show

Comming to Brea on Dec. “
Holiday Puppet Show'", I’ll(l‘::d \l:um::ll::un-l g'::dngl
sounds of many holidays and ending wlihgn L:::
American Christmas procession and La Pin ‘n
This entertainment is suitable for the entire rnml[: o

Slr)cn 1975, Teatro De Los Puppets has hcmm:‘
lending puppet company in the Southern California
arca SPCFiﬂlilinhm multi-cultural theatre for
young audiences. The company combines puppetry
mqsks. mime  ethnic music, and audience par-
ticipation to create theatre that is educational
entertaining, and exciting. Many of their stories are
drawn from the folk tales and traditions of the
Americas, while their puppets reflect the color and
charm of Mexican Folk Art. With their decorative
sets, and multitude of puppets, ranging in scale
from 10 inches to 10 feet, Teatro fills the stage with
color and life.

Teatro has performed at the John F. Kennedy
Center in Washington D.C., the Dorothy Chandler
Pavillion, Hollywood Bowl, El Pueblo Olvera Street,
Disneyland Hotel, at conferences, parks, shopping
malls, festivals, and for over one million school
children.

Tickets are on sale at the Brea Civic Center on the
5th foor in the Community Service Department or
you may order by mail. Send a check and a stam

ped, sell-addressed envelope to: The L.P. Reper-
tory Company, 1541 Sycamore, Tustin, CA 92680.
Tickets are $2 for children and $3 for adults. Un-
derground ing is free. Show times are 1 and

o 2 ams  Femdicmbm prembor=nes on mail orders. For
information call (714) 731-2792.

Brea Police 5 & 10K Run

The Brea Police Athletic League is a non-profit
organization which sp s adult and youth sports,
donates to worthy causes and attempts to improve
the image of police officers. This winter, BPAL is
sponsoring the Brea Olinda High School basketball
tournament during the holidays. The group has also
donated ten turkeys to the Brea Senior Citizen
Center. A major fund raiser will be the 5K-10K run
Jan. 15, 1983. For'information on BPAL, call Tom
Flenniken, 990-7609.

5K - Starting Time 8 a.m. (1st Prize - $50 - 1st man,
1st woman).

10K - Starting Time 8:45 a.m. (Ist Prize - $100 - Ist
man, 1st woman)

Entry Fee - $8. includes T-shirt.

- Deadline to register - January 7

(Brea Residents - §1 off Entry Fee, when you buy
T-shirt) . .

In addition, more than 100 plaques will be given to
winners, as well as a drawing for two days at the
Ambassador Inn in Las Vegas. For information, call
990-7609. Applications may be picked up at the Brea
Police Department, Founders Bank or Second Sole.

Fullerton College Holiday Music

Christmas, with all its joyous musical sounds,
will take over a specially arranged Fullerton
College cable television network this month — in
Fullerton, Anaheim, Brea/La Habra and Orange.

Spotlighting college choirs, bands and chorales,
the special network will allow three separate
Yuletide programs to air simutaneously on the four
cable systems serving the five communities.

The special cable network includes Anaheim's
Storer system, Channel 6; Brea/La Habra's Cen-
tury, Channel 3; Fullerton’s Group W, Channel 32;
and Orange's Cablevision, Channel 21.

Traditional Yuletide music will be highlighted
Dec. 15 (Wednesday) with the annual College Choirs
Christmas Concert; while on D=c. 20 (Monday). it
will be the Community Band Holiday Concert, of-
fering familiar music of the season. The specials
conclude Dec. 22 (Wednesday) with the Ci ity
Chorale Christmas Concert, a package of
traditional and contemporary holiday sounds. All

+rams begin at 8 p.m. on the special network.

Antique Toys Displayed Wanna Volunteer?

The Placentia Library in conjunction with the
Fullerton Arboretum, during the month of
December, has a small collection of antique toys in
the cylindrical display case between the adult
lounge and children’s arca.

A much larger collection of antique toys,
decorations and other holiday activities of a Vic-
torian Christmas can be seen at the Fullerton Ar-
boretum on the campus of California State
Unlversity, Fullerton through Dec. 21.

Community Companlon — A local health
Lssociation Is Interested in finding concerned
lolunteers who may assist disabled persons in their
lreadjustment to community living. Volunteers will
kwork with the client and therapist on a time limited,
lgoal oriented basis. The volunteers will receive
lspecial training designed to acquaint them with the
lsystem. Hours fre fexible, and the time com-
mitment is approximately four hours a week.

Office Assistance — An ability to perform light
clerical duties and serve as a telephone receptionist
is all that Is necessary to aid a Fullerton agency.
Hours are Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 6p.m.
Days = Two aleme:;t:ry u:i:ho:)ls i:h:'oal

ra nced assistance in their library during s
:I:ut?rsl. Help the children chose their books, shelve
books and assist the librarin in her many duties.
Show and Tell — A La Habra museum designed
especially for children needs tour guides to assist
these groups and answer questions. Training is
avallable. and the museum is open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Tuesday through Saturdni.

Meet and Greet — Anaheim is the city where the
hospital is located that Is looking for volunteers to
man their information desk. Volunteers are needed
for the evening hours and on the week-end. If you
enjoy talking to people then this may be just the
opportunity you are looking for.

One to One — A workshop will be held the first
week In January for volunteers who are interested
in working on a one-to-one basis with children. This
special program will be held at a school in Placentia
and is for children 4 through 8 years of age.

Englishasa ge — In Buena Park,
a teacher has 35 adults waiting to learn English.
Volunteers are needed to assist in this class. No
special skills are needed, so if you have some time
between 8 a.m, and noon, Monday through Friday.
call the Volunteer Bureau.

Community Services — Bloodmobiles servicing
the community are practically inoperable without

Families Anonymous Helps

Are you feeling frustrated and all alone due to
someone In your family having a behavioral,
alcohol or drug problem? If so, then Families
Arwnymnus may be for you.

¢ meet every Monday night at St. Jude Hospital
Y‘o;hn Linda, 16850 Bastanchury Road, Yorba Lfndn
(1/2 block east of Rose Drive). Meetings are held in
;:m cafeterla. We are a 12-step program and we use
wrnl.hnumu only. There arc no required dues or fees.
we '::ve literature avallable for you and we come
Fgcl":.‘r In a spirit of friendliness. Come and see if
bu"I: Iea Anonymous can bring peace and serenity
ack into your life. If you have any questions or
;\icln;ld like more information, call Martha S., 524-

West Point Parents Club Party

The West Point Parents Club (USMA) of Orange
County has scheduled its annual cadet winter home-
coming pizza party. This event will be held Wed-
nesday, Dec. 22, 7 p.m,, at the Lamp Post Pizza
restaurant located at 17568 Yorba Linda Bivd.,
Yorba Linda.

This function is held to strengthen the

camaraderie of the cadets, families,

the help of volunteers. There are a variety of jobs
available such as receptionist, donor room aide,
t | or driver. After orientation and

an
liaison officers. Video tapes will be available
showing USMA sports activities.

For information call Rod Motley, 994-0804, or
Donna Wesley, 528-6833.

YMCA Winter Day Camp

A winter hay ride, roller skating, a trip to the
mountains, and a visit to the Goodyear Blimp are
only a few of the activities that the Yorba Linda
Y.M.C.A. offers through Winter Day Camp.

Day Camp is offered to children 5-12 years of age
and takes place Dec. 20-31, Day Camp hours are 9
a.m.- 4 p.m. Monday through Friday, with extended
hours (designed especially for working parents), of
7a.m.to9a.m.and 4to6p.m.

Cost for the two weeks of day camp is $89 for
YMCA members and $94 for non-members. The fee
for extended hours is $20 for both weeks.

17;‘(9:; ?l;lormation. contact the Yorba Linda YMCA,

Lunch With Santa: Library

The Yorba Linda District Library presents *Lunch
with Santa," Saturday, Dec. 18, in the multi-purpose
room of the library, at the corner of Imperial Hwy.
and Olinda Streets.

A lunch of hot dogs, chips and punch will be served
to children for $1.00. Santa will talk to each child and
pose for photos (parents bring your own cameras!),
and each child will receive a gift from Santa.

Monies generated from the event will be used to
benefit local schools. For information or reser-
vations, call 528-0233 after 6:00 p.m.

Statewide Creamation Plan

Neels Brea Mortuary recently announced its
affiliation with the Pacific Cremation Plan - a
statewide network of funeral homes offering simple,
low-cost cremation services.

Unlike most cremation societies, sponsors of the
Pacific Cremation Plan will not charge a mem-
bership fee to consumers for arranging the Plan in
advance of need.

The plan, which can be arranged for in advance of
need, or at the time of need, includes transfer of
body from the place of death, preparation of the
death certificate and disposition permit, delivery of
documents to proper authorities, filing fees, a

fraining you can be assigned to work at the bload-
mobile nearest your home. These are on-going year
‘round needs. )
VICA — Starting in January a six-week training is
being held for Volunteers in Child Abuse. They will
be held Wednesday mornings 9 a.m. to noon in Santa
Ana. Volunteers from the north part of the county|
are especially needed. After completing the training|
you will be working with the 'parents of abused
children along with staff and social worker. o
To Volunteers — For these or other opportunities
call the Volunteer Bureau of North Orange County,
Carolann Thrasher, Executive Director, 526-3101.J

YMCA Soccer Sign-ups

Registrations are being accepted for the waiting
list for the Yorba Linda YMCA’s Men’s Soccer
League.

Men will be placed on teams until Mar. 10, which
is the cut off date. Games are played Sunday af-
ternoons from February through June. Practice
begins in December. Eleven games are scheduled
plus a Championship Cup Playoff.

The cost is $30 and men must be 25 years old.
715‘3;2;nformation. call the Yorba Linda YMCA -

—OpiNioNn—

The City of Yorba Linda has a unique property tax
structure: there isn't any.

Funds to run the city are tied to construction
starts and the current state of affairs, though not yet
disasterous, offers plenty to worry about.

In a building activity report made to the city
manager last week for the month of November, the
total number of building permits is down 19.6 per-
cent from 709 to 513 for the same month during the
previous fiscal year.

And although building permit valuations are up
for this month over the same month last year —
$7.189,496 compared to $509,164 — the total
valuations for this year to-date is running 9 percent
lower than last year, $14974276 compared to
$16.440,086.

It’s time city residents considered the possibility
that they may have to pay property taxes in order to
maintain the quality of life they moved to Yorba
Linda to obtain. An alternative may include en-
couraging builders by loosening zoning restrictions,

simple cremation container, cremation and
assistance with Social Security and Veterans Ad-
ministration benefits, when applicable from

sponsors for consumers who desire additional |everyone has learnedto expect sacrifices and belt-
tightening. An old proverb may manifest jtself in
unpleasant terms uniess the city takes preventative,
action soon: You can't have your cake and eat it too.

services. For information, call Neels Brea Mor-
tuary.

a suggestion sure lo meet with general disapproval
if the Baldwin Duplex affair taught us anything.
With economic times as difficult as they are,

o U D
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Rotary Brings Christmas To John O. Tynes Elementary School
soon with visons of rasalbarries dancing 10 the carols of ihe JOTS —the Jonn Q Tynes Swingers

lusive engagernent at the Las Vegas Motel 6 (the JOTS are

The Rotary Club of Yorba Linda reconily held its annual lunchean and Kris Kringle gift
recontly raturned from an oxc

give-away al John Tynes School in Placentia Mombaers aro piclurod hare with the children —

\machers ol the school) Ray Torres played Santa Claus

ARTIST THANKS EYE BANK  from page

tember 1981 by Car-
penter's physician, Dr.
Robert Fensal, and Dr.
Clifford Terry and Dr.
Jill Robinson-Terry. The
organization offers a
variety of training
courses for eye
surgeons.

This non-profit
community agency is
supported by funds from
its tuition and donations
by patients, according to
Karen Lash, community
affairs representative.

In addition to training
physicians, the institute
will soon provide the
public with literature on
eye care and surgery. A
speaker’s forum is also
planned.

Lash is developing a
pamphlet on cataracts, a
disease which afflicts 70
percent adults over the
age of 60. The in-
formation is designed to
reduce the fear of un-
dergoing cataract
surgery.

““Years ago it used to
take several months to
recover from an eye
operation, but now,
through advanced
technology, it's just a
matter of weeks," Lash
pointed out.

Carpenter, whose
“had just about every
operation there is," says
informing the public
about acheivements in
eye surgery is essential.
“There are s0 many
people afraid of an eye
operation, but it's really
a simple, painless
process,”” said Car-
penter, who learned
about cornea tran-
splants when she had her

cataracts removed.
Because these
operations were not
available when Car-
penter was young,
constant eye trouble
forced her to quit school
after the 11th grade. Her
artistic talent didn’t
surface until long after
she was married and put
three children through
college. At the age of 60,
she enrolled in an art
class with her daughter.

“] got hooked on
painting but had to quit
the class because I had
to sit so close to the
teacher to see that I
blocked everyone's
view.” she said. Before
leaving the class, during
coffee breaks, Carpenter
would stand real close to
the model being studied,
sketch what she could
see, and complete the
assignment at home,
where lighting has been
adjusted to meet her
special needs.

Carpenter's [first
assignment was a
painting using the
principle's of per-
spective, the art of
depicting objects to give
the impression of
distance or depth.
Although she had no
intentions of doing so,
Carpenter sold that first
painting to her gardener
for $35.

She originally painted
the picture for her
daughter, but after
seeing it, the ground-
sman wanted to buy it
for his wife.

“ 1 thought he was
kidding, and tried to talk

him out of it. But he
persisted, so I agreed to
sell it if I painted
another picture for my
daughter that 1 was
satisfied with

And she did. In fact,
using a magnifying glass
and standing four inches
from her canvas, Car-
penter has painted many
more pictures, earning
blue-ribbons for several
of them. She has donated
a portion of her profits to
the Anaheim Lions Club
which purchases eye
glasses for needy
children.

Looking back, Car-
penter believes it was
this involvement with
the Lions Club that
provided her with an
opportunity to paint this
year's Christmas card.

“Dr. Fensal phoned
one afternoon, and I told
him I was leaving to
have lunch with the
Lions. He asked why,
and I said ‘to share my
paintings with them."

“In surprise, he said,
‘You mean you paint?
well, you can do
something for me!"’

For Dr. Fensal, the
Orange County Eye
Bank and the Southern
California Eye Institute,
Carpenter has donated
even more of her time
and creative ability as a
means of saying ‘‘thank-
you" for her new-found
love.

For information about
the Christmas card or
the Southern California
Eye Institute, call 930-
5749.

Brea Librarian Honored

During Retirement Party

By Anita Vardanian-
Schuber

Friends of the Brea
Library, patrons as well
as city representatives
said ‘‘good-bye” and
“thank-you'' to Jessie
Thompson during a
retirement party in her
honor last Thursday.

Thompson has worked
for the Orange County
library District during
the past 21 years, four of
which she spent as ad-
ministrative librarian of
the Brea Library.

Both she and her
husband will retire in
January, and are con-
sidering moving to
Northern California
where they bought 10
acres of land four years

ago.

In addition to
traveling across Canada
and spending more time
with her family,

Thompsonplans to pursue
such hobbies as com-
munity service, gar-
dening and reading.

Thompson says she has
enjoyed her relationship
with the library staff,
patrons and city em-
ployees, and has mixed
emotions about retiring.
“ 1 will miss all the
people I've come to
know, but I've chosen to
retire to lead a less
strenuous life.

“I certainly plan to be
active, and I won't be a
procrastinator because
there's just so much to
do," she states.

Unless
from the Brea area,

Jessle Thomp:

Anderson will continue
1o serve the community

she moves One Circle (in the civic

center).

« We were really
crowded in the old
building: The books were
so over- stacked, they
were almost dripping off
the shelves,'' she
remembers.

In its former building.
the Llibrary offered
partons a selection of
about 29,000 books,
compared to its present
inventory of 43,000
Circulation has gone up
significantly since the
library relocated. This
past November, cir-
culation was 16,200 as

please turn (o page 19
N

as a member of the Brea
Coordinating Council,
Brea Women’s Club and
Friends of the Brea
Library.

The satisfaction of
helping others is a major
reason the La Habra
resident has enjoyed
working for the county
library system, "'
Sometimes the daily
questions that we find
answers for are very
important to our
patrons, It's really
fulfilling to know that
you've helped someone.

Thompson has watched
the Brea Library grow
from its former 3,100
square-foot facility on
Brea Boulevard to the
modern, 10,000-square
foot building on Number
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Parking Lot/ Warehouse
LIQUIDATION

SAILE

ARCADE PINBALLS AND VIDEO GAMES
FROM

in this section is a pair of
photographs titled:
Union 0Qil Company
Stearns Leasing.
Boarding Houses, Shops
and 0Oil Workers. The
first photograph, circa
1912, shows a group of
men, women, and
children on a grassy
area in front of a group
of buildings. Some of the
people are in carriages
or on horseback. There
are five automobiles in
the photo.

The second
photograph, circa 1817,
shows a larger group of
people standing on the
same grassy area, In
front of the same group
of buildings. The trees
are larger, a few more
houses have been built,
But In this photograph,
the vehicles (and t.her
are numerous) are all
automobiles, Not a
carriage or a horse to be
seen

After the 1926 oil
refinery fire, until
devastation by root
disease in 1955, citrus
was Brea's major in-
dustry. In this section,
artifacts and photos
combine to reveal life in
the city through the
Depression and both
World Wars. (Itis also in
this section, that the
permanent wave
machine stands, still
awaiting its next brave
femme [atale.)

The Modern City
covers Brea's most
recent transformations.
Industrial development
and growth are
illustrated through a
comhlnulion ol
hnd cRRbits. T

The exhibition's
second section The
Changing Community,
focuses on government,
schools and social
organizations.

Included are police
and fire equipment from
the past and present, the
Brea's Women's Club
Tapestry, a note and
telegram signed by
Ronald Reagan, and
Scout memorabilia.

. Also in this section, an
impressive corner
depicts the history of
Brea's schools with

SAT. DEC. 18th &
SUN. DEC. 19th
8 am to 4pm

BREA ART EXHIBITION ....

yearbooks and text-
books pom-poms. and
photographs of the 1336
Brea-Olinda High School
Band, and the 1927 High
School Football Team.
And finally, there is
the Brea Time Line - a
wall which telescopes
Brea's history from the
Mexican Land Grant to
an aerial photograph
which shows Brea as it is

from page 1

today, right into the year
2,000 with an estimated
population of 40,000,

The Brea Gallery is
located in the Civic
Cultural Center. Gallery
hours are Wednesday
through Saturday; noon -
5 p.m., and Thursday,
noon - 8 p.m. The
exhibition is free to the
public.

Senator Campbell
Announces Re-election

Sen, William Camp-
bell (Rep. 31st District)
recently announced his
re-election as Senate
Minority Leader by his
colleagues in the Senate
Republican Caucus.

““1 am extremely
gratified by the support
of my colleagues for my
continued leadership in
the upper house of the
legislature. It Is my
Intention to continue to
work closely with
Governor-elect George
Deukmejian and the
incoming administration
to bring about the kind of
fiscal responsibility
necessary for the func-
tioning of California
government."

The members of the
Republican Caucus are
united in their deter-
mination to make

whatever cuts are
necessary and to reduce
the size of government in
order to bring Califor-
nia's budget into balance
for this fiscal year, he
added. ‘'These are
difficult and challenging
times for us all, but I
appreciate the con-
fidence of the
Republican Caucus in
reasserting my
leadership role,""
Campbell said.
Additionally, Sen.
Campbell announced his
reappointment of Sen.
Kenneth Maddy, Fresno,
as the caucus chairman,
Sen. John Doolittle,
Sacramento, as the
minority whip, and the
new appointment of

freshman Sen. Ed
Royce, Anaheim, as
caucus secretary.

Happy Holiday Week
At Rroa Junior Hich

Happy Holiday Week
is underway at Brea
Junior High, and ac-
tivities are benefitting
the student body.

Wednesday is or-
nament contest judging.
Students and staff en-
tered their handmade
and handpainted or-
naments in a contest.
Prizes for first place are
$5, and second place is
$3.

Thursday is Almost
Anything Goes Contests

at noon. There will be a
lip sync contest each
lunch between the
seventh and eighth
graders. There will be
reindeer races, and a
Christmas Person
Package Wrap.

Friday is red and
green day and a number
of students will be
randomly selected and
will be given to a staff
member or student and
the student who finds the
Santa and can solve the
clues will receive $10.

perigcl blend of lines, gentle
gy curves and ovals, this distinchive
t: design 1s complemented by an ele-
gant chestaut fimsh. Rottan from
Bradston Hurricane means fine

Mirs. Sugg. List, $899.00

# [ FIRST COME Our Price, $479.00
\ FIRST SERVED HURRY 3 ONLY - FINANCING AVAILABLE
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(Between Orangethrope & La Palma) | (714) 996-2710
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Loolv_(in"g back with warmth at good old Brea

This photograph captures an
earlier time when Birch Street
and Brea Boulevard were less

traveled roadways in Brea. It's
part of an exhibit at the Brea

The artifacts in the livingroom setting pictured
above along with the horseless carriage gallery at-

tendnt Marie Sofi s seen sitting in are some of the
items featured in the Brea Historical Exhibit. The

SessAngresan it News Tre

Civic-Cultural Center that
runs through Jan 14

show is a collaboration of Cal State Fullerton's Oral
History Program, the city and several Brea pioneers.

Brea enters 1983 without Wedin

By LAURA WINGARD

Brea will enter a new era in
1983 — an era without City
Manager Wayne Wedin who
leaves his post in February after
heading the city since 1968.

But when asked what he ex-
pects to happen upon his depar-
ture, Wedin summed up his feel-
ings in one word — “‘nothing."

Saying he wished he were as
indispensable as some people
think he is, Wedin admitted that
the city will continue on course
after he leaves.

“The organization is in place
and there are dedicated and
knowledgeable people in the city
who will remaintorunit,” he ex-

plained.

Mayor Norma Hicks has said
one of the first items on the agen-
da for the City Council is to find
the person who will replace
Wedin.

The process for completing
that search is well under way,
and Mrs. Hicks believes a
replacement is likely to be

chmn late this year or early in

So. by February, a new city
manager will probably be
leading Brea. The top ad-
ministrator also will have to deal
with a fairly new council.

The complexion of the council
changed in November when
three new membrs — Clarice
Blamer, Carrey Nelson and Sam
Cooper — joined Mrs. Hicks and
Ron Isles.

Wedin said he expects the
coming year to be a time when
the council members “will be
honing a relationship among
themselves.”

However, he doesn't believe
there will be a ‘‘dramatic
change” in the council's direc-
tion, although he suspects more
emphasis will be placed on
stressing the human side of
Issues.

One of the primary issues the
council will undoubtedly have to
grapple with is shrinking
revenues from the state.

Senior Center to hold
New Year's Eve Party

The Forever Young Club in-
vites all senlor citizens to attent
the New Year's Eve party and
usher In New Year of 1983 at the
New Brea Senior Citizens
Center, located at 500 S. Slevers
Street, at the corner of Sievers
Street and Elm Street,

A cold butfet will be served
and door prizes are to be award-
ed. Entertainment will be pro-
vided by Clif Cralg's “Pll:kl.ll’
Over 50" Band, who play for

listening and dancing enjoy-
ment. The festivities begin at 8
p.m. and the donation is only
$1.00 per person.

Join the Forever Young Club
and kick up your heels at the
‘‘best deal In town' this New
Year's Eve. For more informa-
tion, call the Forever Young
Club at 529-8352 or 5295218, or
the Brea Senior Citizens Center
at 890-7750,

1

“THere is very little doubt
that the relationship with the
state will change ... That means
less, mot more,” uld Wedin,
Tightening purse strings at the
federal level also will be ap-
parent, he said.

Because of these financial
realities, Wedin said, ‘*There
will be a contlnuing effort to
make the city more economical-
Iy im‘lcpend!nt. 2%

One of the more important
ways the city will attempt to
achieve this independence, he
added, Is through the non-profit
Brea Foundation, which has

already received its ux-exunpl
status from the state and shoul
receive the same status from I.be
federal government in about 30
days.
Once its fund-raising ap-
paratus is in “high gear,"” Wedin
sald, the foundation could ralse
asmuch as $1 million annually.

As for major projects the
council will have to deal with in
1983, hea the list is solidify-
ing plans to build a $35 million,
high-rise hotel on the Brea Mall
parking lot.

During the coming year,
Wedin said, the hotel's financ-

A Thrill

Kathy McAuley fulfills one of her duties as Miss Brea 1982 with
the Xerox Corporation's Father Domenic. See more hi of

ing, legal documents and design

should be completed. “It's even

conceivable that there might be

some construction in 1983, he
said.

City officials are currently
negotiating with Coast Hotel
Properties Inc. of Seattle to
make all of this a reality.

Wedin also predicted that the
council will have to deal In 1983
with creating some sort of a
master plan for the undeveloped
portions of Carbon Canyon.

This will go beyond the hillside
development guidelines already
inplace, he sald. It will deal with
how the canyon will develop in
the next few years and what sort
of roads will have to be built and
improved to accommodate the
development.

All of this has partly been
spurred, he said, because of the
firm establishment this past
year of the Chino Hills State

Puk. which is part of the ca-
ln addition, Wedin

Olinda Unified School District to
grow even closer.
However, because the district

But, be sald, he sces partner-
between the city and
:lllrlcl "lncreuln[. not

the community is still in a very
Ppositive position.”

Murder soliciting
suspect arrested

Cypress woman was ar-
resled Wednesday by Brea
undercover police officers when
she allegedly attempted to lnde
one ounce of cocaine as half-
payment for the murder of h:r
ex-boyfriend, a police spokes-
man said.

Angela Wine, 30, of 5275
Halifax Circle in Cypress was
taken into custody at 2 p.m. al
the Brea Plaza, following a one-

1982 in a special Newsy Suzie colump inside on Page A-2.

‘month by Brea
narcotics ‘nﬂlr!ﬂ. said Det.

day.

Mike Messina of the Brea Palice
Department.

Street value of the cocaine was
sel 133,000, Messina said.

Miss Wine was booked into

file formal complaints with the
district attorney's office against
Miss Wine, and that she may be
arraigned on the charges Fri-

» ’
|
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JOHN LAROCHE

\ By SUSAN GAEDE
. Brea Newsmakers

... John LaRoche, 102-year-old Brea
resident and Al Capone's barber, blew
out the candles on his birthday cake
with a hairdryer. The birthday party
was held on Feb. 14.

... Carol Churn, a former Miss Brea,
was on the cover of the September
“‘Soap Opera Stars' and featured in a
full-page photo spread in her role as
Melody on “Al My Children' TV soap
opera.

... Brian Muma, a 1977 Brea-Olinda
High School grad won a promotion
contest for Steve Martin's film ‘‘Dead
Men Don't Wear Plaid.” The winning
entry was a replica of an Army tank
painted plaid and Muma rode away
with the grand prize of a 1937 Ford
car, valued at $10,000, and received a
$500 gift certificate, He appeared on
the television show ‘‘That’s Entertain-
ment’’ with his prize-winning tank. *

. DeAnne Spicer, a 1979 BOHS
_grad, was in the December issue of
Life Magazine, which did a photo
spread on the L.A. Rockettes troupe.
Ms. Spicer was one of the girls

DEANNE SPICER

‘selected for L.A. Rockettes Christmas

NEWSY SUZIE——

vt

KIM KROHN .AND IAIV HAGMAN

uSeventeen” Magazine cover contest ;

competition and will grace the cover
in February.

... Kim Krohn, world figure dance
palr skater, appeared on an ABC
sports feature.

... Candy Linne, a cocoa poodle,
came In second in the Johnny Carson
dog-singing contest.

... Vickl Vargas is now a weekend
anchor on Channel 4 news.

... Ray Gabrel Is a Knott's Berry
Farm stuntman, and was featured on
P.M. Magazine TV program.

Donna Barlet and Linda
Karagines both had cases on ‘“‘Peo-
ple's Court.”

... Shirley Hosler, lnventor of the art
technique of pane-ting was featured in

RAY GABRIEL

“Family Circle,” and “True Story"
magazines.

... Rozann Logan, former Brea mail
carrier, became the second woman in
the U.S. named to the National
Association of Letter Carriers.

. Brea's street sculpture was
featured in Sunset Magazine.

... Dan Leiper, Mike Vanderburg,
Chris Johnston, and Paul Felix all
signed professional baseball con-
tracts.

... Karla Kunder has the first dual
registered female champion pit bulls
in the nation.

Where's Brea?

Several famous people came to

Brea this year ...

DOROTHY HAMIL

... Dorothy Hamill appeared on a g

Brea Cablevision show, and made a
guest appearance at the Brea Mall.
Doug DeCinces, Gordon of
Sesame Street fame, and Rod Carew
all signed autographs at the Mall.
... Vince Ferragamo chaired a golf

Show.
... Phil Guarnaccia, 67-year-old
Brea bicyclist and former Mr. Califor-
nia, placed ninth in the National Bike
Championship.
< ... Mat and Don McBride won the
pff-road Barstow Classic this year.
¢ .. Don Stagnaro was featured in
Newsweek Magazine discussing his
Vietnam experiences.
. ... Cruz Reynoso, born in Brea, was
appointed a state Court of Appeals
judge by Gov. Brown,

... Clay Tucker, a former Brea resi-
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RevieWws Breq events of 1983
wment benem,u,-lE the p—

‘n‘.
Cigls wives and memberg of the
& team modeled
5 fashion show.
m,tg:hool Highlights
Gary Goff was rejny,
- .olinda High Schoo} prlncl;ea'}.
- rhe faculty had a cow wh
W vered Huerberts Dairy C:: :l:.ei

Ina Woman's

4 I
JULIE JACOBSON-JACK PREVEL

North American Orienteering cham-
pilon.

Love

The following Brea people are
either engaged or married: Michelle
Triolo-Manuel Corral, Annette
Castaneda-Al Martinez, Jackie Drew
and Jeff Cross, Sonja Stoen-Dave
Neal, Greg Erich-Marie Tominaro, Jo
Amico-Bob Kretschmer, Dwayne
Heibert-Katie Halleck, Carol
Willlams-Forrest Hughes, Kevin
Callahan-Susan Gilar, Robbie Bell-
Cindy Nix, Craig Callahan-Peggine
Osborne, Cyndi Coulter-Brian Kaelin,
Steve Sommers-Therese Lindquest,
Carol Williams-Forest Hughes, Julie
Jacobson-Jack Prevel, and Carol
Fulton-Bob Hofstetter.

HOLY CoW
light standard at the high school. & ol BB
... Jim McAllister resigned as head PEGGINE OSBORNE-CRAIG CALLA

football coach and Bill Brown was
chosen to take his place. Brown's
team went to CIF playoffs.

.. All four basketball teams won
their league championships in the |
winter of 1982. {

r First Baptist Church
Your Neighborhood Church
Invites You to Worship With Us

Sunday schoo! Youth Meatings.
9:30 AM Wed. 7:00

People Worship Services !nmll:, Night
... Richard Jones, BOHS teacher, &II.LE‘::I?:. IS Su:i'-‘y. :’:y"
caught a 50 pound salmon. Sun. 7:30 Meeting -6 p.m.

«.. Armond Castro had a hole in one.

- Pattie Shoen of Brea was a U.S.
figure skating medalist who trained
with Peggy Fleming.

--. Milton Pitts visited his son, Don,
in Brea. He is President Reagan’s
barber.

... Duncan Mark, BOHS 1972 grad,
was the first American to pass the en-

Rev. George Saunders  7T4-529.239¢
408 S. Flower St. at Date & Flowser Bi

trance exam to a Japanese University
and is now studying Chinese.
Robert Turbyfi

T,

ill is a former |
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The artifacts in the livingroom setting pictured
above along with the horseless carriage gallery at-

items featured in the

tendnt Marie Sofi is 58 sitting in are some of the

Tnis photograph captures =
J Birch Street
aurlier tima when were less
led roadways in Brea. It's
m, ‘a0 exhibit at the Brea
Civic-Cultural Center that
runs through Jan. 14.

© Jass Andreren It iNaw Tribuma,

show is a collaboration of Cal State Fullerton's Oral

irea Historical Exhibit. The History Program, the city and several Brea pioneers

Stan Bird/News Tribune

Exchange student Suzanne Perry (right) gets tips on advertising layout from News Tribune

employee Yvonne Soto.

Englishwoman studies
public relations here

By Jan Greens
News Tribune Writer

Suzanne Perry hopes to be a ploneer in her feld,

The public relations profession Ls but an infant
In England, Miss Perry's home. So she is using a
year-long Rotary Club-sponsored scholarship to
take some of America's expertise In the fleld
home with her.

She is studying public relations at Cal State
Fullerton, which was one of the five universities in
the United States she placed on her list of schools
at which she'd Like to study under the exchange
program.

She was sponsored by the Rotary Club in her

+ hometown of Taunton, which is paying for all her
expenses for the year she spends studying here.

So far, Miss Perry sald, her stay has been very
enjoyable.

“People In Fullerton are very friendly,” she
sald. “I even found a nice nelghborhood pub that
makes it feel like home."

The 29-year-old works for a newspaper in
England selling advertising. However, she would
llke to pursue a career Ln public relations because
of Its growing prominence in her country.

“Mostly, only large corporations have public
relations people,” she explalned. “‘But I think the
fleld will be growing a lot In the next few years.””

However, she sald the education requirements
gre not as stringent in England. While she would
have to have a college degree to get such a job In
the United States, she has to only complete a cor-
respondence course to get a job there.

Other differences between here and England In-
clude the climate. Her hometown Is about the
same size as Fullerton and s one of the warmest
areas of the country. Still, it Is considerably colder
than California.

With a Royal Air Force officer as a father,
traveling Is nothing new to Miss Perry. She also
lived for a year In Singapore, and took a cross-
continental trip to Indla,

Because her scholarship is sponsored by the
Rotary Club, she has a Rotary member contact
here. He Is Bill Leach, a Fullerton auto parts
dealer. She spent a week with his family before
tinding her own apartment near the university.

When she returns to England next summer,
Miss Perry to spend four
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Buena Park Mall

Localed 1 block East of Knotl's Berry Farm on La Palma, sarved by Fun Bus
Mall hours Monday-Friday 10AM-9PM, Saturday 10AM-6PM and Sunday
Noon-5PM

Holiday Hours:
Thars Dec 23 10AM -9 0P M
Fri Dec M9AM 6P M

Closed for Chrisumas
Sun Dec 26 YA M 6P M
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Ing her experiences with Rotary clubs in her area. i
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In spite of problems, ,e makes g\ way

By Panelope Mofte!

Like many young adults, at
age 20 Brian Nield s learning to
make his way In the world. He
lives In an Anahelm apartment
with a roommate, rides a motor-
cycle, works at a local
restaurant, takes evening
classes and dates young women
of simllar backgrounds and ln-
lerests.

Unlike most young adults,
however, Nield has serious com-
municative difficulties — dif-
Mcultles which MVC'M_B!:llh

tended the school from age 1V 10
age 19, during on of
SLDC's 27 years of existence.

Through Project Inm
dependence, a program funded
by Orange County's Regional
Center, the youth Ls now making
the transition from school days
to the working world.

The project offers him a super-
vised a| In which to live,
as well ns emotional support and
help In learning how to handle
his finances, how to maintain liv-
Ing quarters and prepare food.
and how to deal with the adult
world as an Independent and

him since
ding language and expressing
himsell verbally have never
been easy for the young man,
who graduated from the Speecl
and Language Development
Center (SLDC) In June 1981,
Nield also has a history of hear-
ing and visual Impalrments.

A special education school
located In Buena Park, SLDC
currently serves a population of
about 160 persons, aged 1 to 21,
who have learning and com-

bl Nield at-

community member.

Nield, like all other Project In-
dependence participants, pays
his own way. Only developmen-
tally disabied individuals with
Jobs or Soclal Supplemental In-
come (SSI) are eligible for the
program, which also does not ac-
cepl persons whose primary
diagnosls Is one of mental In

bility.

Andrea Erickson, Project In-
dependence director, said Nield
“skillwise does quite well." A
for 16 months, he ls

now In i
phase, lving In

where 8 few Projegy l~

ence units mingle Wity

A

the
Livl

In the community
rvision. At that Ume 1%
still b eligible for 34
with areas o Mt
ticular difficulty. bar,
Ms. Erickson doesn't see Nig
having too much trouble | S4
working world. "T don't w,
about Brian working,' she u
“He's very 'ﬂ""ﬁ“'" 4.
Dissatisfl wl sh
hours at the mhmn:né“""l
which had employed "“
almost two years, Nield recy,, o
went out and found ""ul:’
another position, on his owp, ¢
“He started beatlng th
bushes for a job, and he ma, ol
1t," sald his foster father j,
Morrls, 8 speech therapiy "y
SLDC. “Now he's working g 1t
40-hour week and he's happy “w:

Shop tonight till 9 p.m.

P R ey

bhe worky
h Mﬂmmcu.:l:

With him, quality comes first.

st SSL I8 down, bt g,

4 assessments of

and perc Appi 7.0 tiese

the
he reached Project In
Ms.

SN
il
i i
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i
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received tralning |n
g extensive vocationa]
.w:“p, through which

loring

Koerner sees a possible future
career for Nield In a cabinet
., for the former student was
one of SLDC's star woodworking

Please see OWN WAY, 74
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Solid French poplin.
Reg. $23 By an American
lavorite. Polyester and colton
in while, blue or ecru.

14" to 17, popular sleeves
Men's Dress Shirs, 510
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LA HABRA, 1531 Wes! Imperial Highway, La Habra, 634-2011
Shop Monday - Thursday 10-9, Frday 10-6 Sunday 9-6,

We're closed Christmas Day.

We have dress essenijals on sale.
13.99

Fine-line stripe shirt.

Reg §19 With buill-in details
that spell quality. Polyester
and cotton. Blue, tan, red
14%-17, popular sleeves.
Men's Dress Shirts, 510

5.991.9.99 Save $120

Wool and silk ties.

0rig. 9.50-13.50 Chaose either
wool knit or lambswool, 5.99-7.89
Special Pure silk lies in

sinpes or prints, 8.99

Men's Neckwear, 516

Pure cashmers blazer.
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price. Superb quality cashmere,
traditional styling. Came/
or navy. Reg, shorl, long, 239.99
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JOHN LAROCHE

By SUSAN GAEDE
Brea Newsmakers
... John LaRoche, 102-year-old Brea
resident and Al Capone's barber, blew
out the candles on his birthday cake
with a hairdryer. The birthday party
was held on Feb. 14.
... Carol Churn, a former Miss Brea,

NEWSY S

Uzl

By

e
KIM KROHN AND BARRY HAGMAN
“Seventeen'’ Magazine cover contest
competition and will grace the cover
ry.

inf‘.e;rl: l{rohn, world figure dance
palr skater, appeared on &n ABC
sports feature.

... Candy Linne, a cocoa poodle,
came In second In the Johnny Carson
dog-singing contest.

... Vickl Vargas Is now a weekend
anchor on Channel 4 news.

... Ray Gabrel 15 a Knott's Berry
Farm stuntman, and was featured on
P.M. Magazine TV program.

Donna Barlet and Linda

Reviews Brea events of 1983

ent benemtlng the senlor
¢j 4
w&}fvu and Members of the Rams
; team modeled in a Woman's
c]w tashion show,
. High School Highlights
Gary Goff was reingtateq ag
B.%,.0llinda High School principal,

The faculty had a cow whe;
dl;o vered Huerberts Dajry Co: ::::

1 >
JULIE JACOBSON-JACK PREVEL

North American Orienteering cham-
pilon.

Love
The following Brea people are
elther engaged or married: Michelle
Triolo-Manuel Corral, Annette
Castaneda-Al Martinez, Jackie Drew
and Jeff Cross, Sonja Stoen-Dave
Neal, Greg Erich-Marie Tominaro, Jo
Amico-Bob Kretschmer, Dwayne
Helbert-Katie Halleck, Carol
Willlams-Forrest Hughes, Kevin
Callahan-Susan Gilar, Robbie Bell-
Cindy Nix, Cralg Callahan-Peggine
Osborne, Cyndi Coulter-Brian Kaelin,
Steve S s-Therese Lindq
Carol Williams-Forest Hughes, Julie
Jacobson-Jack Prevel, and Carol
Fulton-Bob Hofstetter.
B ' \‘

X

Karagines both had cases on ‘‘Peo-
ple's Court."
... Shirley Hosler, inventor of the art

was on Lhe cover of the September
“Soap Opera Stars' and featured in a

full-page photo spread in her role as
Melody on ‘‘Al My Children” TV soap
opera.

... Brian Muma, a 1977 Brea-Olinda
High School grad won a promotion
contest for Steve Martin's film ‘‘Dead
Men Don't Wear Plaid.” The winning
entry was a replica of an Army tank
painted plaid and Muma rode away
with the grand prize of a 1937 Ford
car, valued at $10,000, and received a
§500 gift certificate. He appeared on
the television show “That's Entertain-
ment'’ with his prize-winning tank.

. DeAnne Spicer, a 1979 BOHS
grad, was in the December issue of
Life Magazine, which did a photo
spread on the L.A. Rockettes troupe.
Ms. Spicer was one of the girls

DEANNE SPICER

selected for L.A. Rockettes Christmas
Show.

.. Phil Guarnaccia, 67-year-old
Brea bicyclist and former Mr. Califor-
nia, placed ninth in the National Bike
Championship.

... Mat and Don McBride won the
off-road Barstow Classic this year.

... Don Stagnaro was featured
o g e di i
Vietnam experiences.

Reynoso, born in Brea, was
appointed a state Court of Appeals
judge by Gov. Brown.

... Clay Tucker, a former Brea resi-

dent, toppedr 2,600 males in the

in
his

technique of pane-ting was featured in

RAY GABRIEL

“Family Circle,” and ““True Story"
magazines.

... Rozann Logan, former Brea mail
carrier, became the second woman in
the U.S. named to the National
Assoclation of Letter Carriers.

. Brea's street sculpture was
featured in Sunset Magazine.

... Dan Leiper, Mike Vanderburg,
Chris Johnston, and Paul Felix all
signed professional baseball con-
tracts.

... Karla Kunder has the first dual
registered female champion pit bulls
in the nation.

Where's Brea?

Several famous people came to

Brea this year ...

DOROTHY HAMIL

... Dorothy Hamill appeared on a
Brea Cablevision show, and made a
guest appearance at the Brea Mall.

Doug DeCinces, Gordon of
Sesame Street fame, and Rod Carew
all signed autographs at the Mall.

... Vince Ferragamo chaired a golf

advécate
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ligh' standard at the high school.

- Jim McAllister resigned as head
foolball coach and Bill Brown was
chosen to take his place. Brown’s
team went to CIF playoffs.

-+ All four basketball teams won

their Jeague championships in the |

winter of 1982.

People

-- Richard Jones, BOHS teacher,
caught a 50 pound salmon.

- Armond Castro had a hole in one.

- Pattie Shoen of Brea was a U.S.
figure skating medalist who tralned
with Peggy Fleming.

- Milton Pitts visited his son, Don,
in Brea. He is President Reagan’s
barber.

.. Duncan Mark, BOHS 1972 grad,
was the first American to pass the en-
trance exam to a Japanese University
andis now studying Chinese.

. Robert Turbyfill is a former
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Happy New Year
brea advécate

The artifacts in the livingroom setting pictured
above along with the horseless carriage gallery at-

Thursdd): 2

b1 30 196,

25 Cents

Looking back with wermth ot good old Brea

tendnt Marie Sofi is seen sming In are some of the
items featured in the Brea Historical Exhibit. The

This photograph captures an
earlier time when Birch Street
and Brea Boulevard were less
traveled roadways in Brea. It's
part of an exhibit at the Brea

Civic-Cultural Center that
runs through Jan 14

Jevs Ancresan Jr News Trioung

show is a collaboration of Cal State Fullerton's Oral
History Program, the City and several Brea pioneers.

Brea enters 1983 without Wedin

By LAURA WING ARD
Brea will enter a new era in
1983 — an era without City
Manager Wayne Wedin who
leaves his post in February after
heading the city since 1968.

But when asked what he ex-
pects to happen upon his depar-
ture, Wedin summed up his feel-
ings in one word — “'nothing."

Saying he wished he were as
indispensable as some people
think he is, Wedin admitted that
the city will continue on course
after he leaves.

“The organization is in place
and there are dedicated and
knowledgeable people in the city
who will remain torunit." he ex-
plained.

Mayor Norma Hicks has said
one of the first items on the agen-
da for the City Council is to find
the person who will replace
Wedin.

The process for completing
that search is well under way,
and Mrs. Hicks believes a
replacement is likely to be

chosen late this year or early in
1983.

So, by February, a new city
manager will probably be
leading Brea. The top ad-
ministrator also will have to deal
with a fairly new councll.

The complexion of the council
changed In November when
three new membrs — Clarice
Blamer, Carrey Nelson and Sam
Cooper — joined Mrs. Hicks and
Ron Isles.

Wedin said he expects the
coming year to be a time when
the council members “will be
honing a relationship among
themselves.”

However, he doesn’t believe
there will be a “dramatic
change” in the council's direc-
tion, although he suspects more
emphasis will be placed on
stressing the human side of
Lssues.

One of the primary issues the
council will undoubtedly have to
grapple with is shrinking
revenues from the state.

Senior Center to hold
New Year’s Eve Party

The Forever Young Club in-
vites all senlor cltizens to attent
the New Year's Eve party and
usher in New Year of 1983 at the
New Brea Senlor Citizens
Center, located at 500 S. Sievers
Street, at the corner of Sievers
Street and Elm Street.

A cold buffet will be served
and door prizes are to be award-
ed. Entertainment will be pro-
vided by CLff Craig's “Pickin'
Over 50" Band, who play for

listening and dancing enjoy-
ment. The festivities begin at 8
p-m. and the donation is only
$1.00 per person.

Join the Forever Young Club
and kick up your heels at the
‘'best deal In town" this New
Year's Eve. For more informa-
tion, call the Forever Young
Club at 529-8852 or 5295218, or
the Brea Senlor Citizens Center
at 990-7750

“THere is very little doudt
that the relationship with the
state will change ... That means
less, not more,” said Wedin.
Tightening purse strings at thg
federal level also will be ap.
parent, he said.

Because of these financial
realitles, Wedin said, ‘‘Thers
will be a continuing effort 1o
make the city more economical-
ly independent.”

One of the more important
ways the city will attempt o
achieve this independence, he
added, 1s through the non-profit
Brea Foundation, which hs

already received its tax-exempt
status from the nnte and lhoul
i

Ing, legal documents and design
;hnu.ld be camplezed “It's even

sam
federal gavemmenl In |bo||t 30
days.

Once its fund-raising ap-
paratus is in “'high gear,"” Wedin
said, the foundation could raise
as much as $1 million annually.

As for major projects the
councll will have to deal with in
1983, heading the list is solldify-
ing plans to build a $35 million,
high-rise hotel on the Brea Mall
parking lot.

During the coming year,
Wedin said, the hotel's financ-

A Thrill

Kathy McAuley fulfills one of he'duties as Miss Brea 1982 with
the Xerox Corporation’s Father ®menic. See more of

that it be
wﬁe constructlon I.n 1983,” he

Clty officlals are currently
negotiating with Coast Hotel
Properties Inc. of Seattle to
make all of this a reality.

Wedin also predicted that the
council will have to deal in 1583
with creating some sort of a
master plan for the undeveloped
portions of Carbon Canyon.

This will go beyond the hillside
development guidelines already
Inplace, he sald. It will deal with
how the canyon will develop in
the next few years and what sort
of roads will have to be built and
improved to accommedate the
development.

All of this has partly been
spurred, he said, because of the
firm establishment this past
year of the Chino Hills State

Plrk which Is part of the ca-

ln ldd.nhn. ‘Wedin expects the
already close relationship bet-
ween the city and the Brea-
Olinda Unifled School District to
grow even closer,

However, because the district
recently hired him as a consul-
tant to ralse money — part of
which is likely to come from the
city's Redevelopment Ag
Wedin was reluctant lo be too
specific about what kind of deals
may be struck between the two
entities.

But, he sald, he sees partner-
ships between the city and
district ”incrnslng not
decreasing.”

His overall assessment of the
city’s growth and economic con-
dition Is optimistic. “While there
Is a need to be prudent, I think
the community is still In a very
positive position.’

Murder soliciting
suspect arrested

ress woman was ar-
resled Wednesday by Brea
undercover police officers when
she allegedly attempted Lo trade
one ounce of cocaine as half-
payment for the murder of her
ex-boyfriend, a police spokes-
man sald.

Angela Wine, 30, of 5275
Halifax Circle in Cypress was
taken into custody at 2 p.m. at
the Brea Plaza, following a one-

1982 in a special Newsy Suzie &Umn inside on Page A-2.

s

month by Brea
narcotics officers, said Det.

Mike Messina of the Brea Police
De ent.

Street value of the cocalne was
set al §3,000, Messina sald.

Miss Wine was booked Into
Orange County Jail on susplicion
of soliciting a murder and
possession and sales of cocaine.
Ball was set at $250,000.

Messina sald detectives would
flle formal complaints with the
district attorney’s office agalnst
Miss Wine, and that she may be
;rrulgned on the charges Fri-

a;

. b
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