g, .
LA B,

showil piap
W Bréd Atiport, wher
Mrpiands drp hifegd

& huf derldi dsm-]
* 81, Which

Fullerton Tribune
Oct. 19, 1925




COMMISSION MAY |

~o 2 s 8 82 -~ r <o

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 1970

!

Board Drafting Resolution
Against 'Infeasible’ Site

By VERN PERRY
Star-Progress Staff Writer
BREA—Two members of the

Orange County Airport Com-
mission are busy drafting up a
resolution that will completely
reject the recommended site in
Brea for a non-jet, general
aviation airport.

The commission met Satur-
day: and - indicated that it will
completely reject the Brea site,
but will accept, “with stron g
reservations,” the Bell Canyon
site in the Santa Ana foothills.

The five commissioners
stressed they were not ready
fo make new airport site rec-
ommendations this Tuesday to
the Board of Supervisors as
had been previously planned,
Because of this the commission
instructed two members to draft
a proposal by Nov. 24 that will
reject the Brea site and accept
the Bell Canyon one. ¢

Commissioners were acting
on a report from the Ralph M,
Parsons Co. that has come un-
der heayy criticism for its rec-
ommendation of the Brea site.
The Brea city council, planning
commission, the Brea-Olinda
Unified School District and the
Brea Chamber of Commercet

have all come out strongly
against the proposed airport.

The airport would have been
located north of Imperial High-
way and west of Valencia
Street. Major criticism of the
project was that it would have
a takeoff pattern over three
Brea elementary schools and
would cause major problems in
street re-location including the
Orange Freeway which is now
under construction.

It has been reported that the
man who drew up the contro-

versial proposal for the P ar-

sons firm has been terminated.

Commissioners Donald ~ W.
Killiam' and Robert A. Clark,
who is -also- a ‘member of the

Brea City Council, will draw up
the proposal for the airport
commission. They were chosen
to do so after a four-hour long
session Saturday morning.

Howard H. Lathrop, chair-
man of the commission, indi-
cated that Brea was ruled out
because of costs and noise. im-
pact on the surrounding c o m-
munity.

In addition to the Brea- site
and, the Bell Canyon site the
commission will also have fo
decide whether or not to accept
the Parsons report recommend-
ing that El Toro Marine Air
Station and the Los Alamitos
Naval Station be turned into
joint civilia-military airports.

BREA AIRPORT



Early fliers enjoyed OC’s friendly skies

here was a time when
I airports were scattered
about Orange County like
swimming pools.

A 1934 map shows 34 airfields
in operation, according to Vi
Smith, whose book ‘‘From Jen-
nies to Jets’’ chronicles the rich
history of aviation in the county.
But if a pilot ran into trouble,
any bean field would do.

Starting with Glenn Martin’s
1909 flight, accomplished with a
biplane he made inside an aban-
doned Santa Ana church, Orange
County was aviation country.

Eddie Martin, no relation to
Glenn, whose field for training
new pilots later evolved into
John Wayne Airport, called Or-
ange County “‘the ideal place in
the United States to fly and
teach students, mostly because
of the open country. ... It was
strictly a Western-type frontier
out here. There were no legal
limitations on aviation. You
could do whatever you wanted to
dlj, ”

Another veteran pilot of the
time remarked, ‘It was almost

impossible to fly over any area
without being in gliding range of
a place to land — with the ex-
ception of Saddleback or the
Santa Ana Mountains.”

Pilots landed on beaches, dirt
roads and open fields. The only
real obstacles, besides the
mountains, were a few sparsely
settled towns and the eucalyptus
windbreaks that protected the
area’s agricultural fields.

“In those days, about all one
needed for a suitable field was a
few acres of ground, a bulldozer
or a scraper to level the ground,
a windsock and an airplane or
two,”” Smith wrote. Takeoffs and
landings required only a few
hundred feet, so an airfield

“didn’t have to be very big.

Pilots made their livings in
many different ways. The more
common were crop-dusting and
flying lessons. Aerial photos
were good for selling real es-
tate. And briefly, Eddie Martin’s
company was hired by the Reg-
ister to deliver sports editions to
the county’s beach cities.

The many airfields scattered

around the county in the 1930s
and 1940s included North Orange
County Airport in Brea, which
was the scene for several air
meets; Midway City Airport,
which was used by the short-
lived Zenith Aircraft Corp.; Ana-
heim Airport, which was actual-
ly in Buena Park; and a private
landing strip north of Laguna
Beach owned by Florence ‘‘Pan-
cho’’ Barnes, who broke Amelia
Earhart’s women’s world speed
record.

Clarence Prest and Howard
Hughes set world aviation re-
cords over the county and avia-
tion pioneers such as Charles
Lindbergh, Paul Mantz and Ear-
hart made occasional stops.

World War II saw the full-
scale influx of military aviation.
A site in Los Alamitos was de-
veloped quickly into a Naval Air
Station after the attack on Pearl
Harbor in 1941. Eddie Martin
Airport became Orange County
Airport in September 1942, only
to be commandeered by the
Army for use with the Santa Ana
Army Air Base. Two fields were

carved out of the Irvine Ranch
and are known today as the El

Toro and Tustin Marine Corps
air stations.

But the war spelled the end
for most private fields, as civil
operations were greatly cur-
tailed for the duration. New at-
tempts were made after the
war, but most were eventually
thwarted by a new problem: de-
velopment.

Meadowlark Airport in Hun-
tington Beach opened in 1948 and
is one of the longest to survive
from the post-war period. It’s
scheduled to close Friday.

Meadowlark’s closing will
leave two choices for civilian pi-
lots, who spend years on waiting
lists to get a spot for their
planes: John Wayne Airport and
Fullerton Municipal Airport,
which was established by the
city in 1927. Fullerton was the
largest in the county for a while
after World War II, and received
the first Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration control tower in
19S8.

— John Westcott/The Register
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David Miller, who is trying to save a piece of local wilderness, hikes by a waterfall in Carbon Canyon.

Group seeks to save land
re preserve

for hiking, natu

By Jami Leabow
The Register

SLEEPY HOLLOW — David Miller was a certified
city slicker until he took a drive through Carbon Canyon
and wound up in this small, pristine community perched
north of the Orange County border.

Within a week of his first visit about two years ago,
Miller and his wife made an offer on a house and put their
Fullerton home up for sale.

To move, they sacrificed conveniences. A grocery
store? Five miles down the road. A gas station? At least
that far. Cable television? Forget it.

But to Miller and his wife, Hillary, Sleepy Hollow is
heaven, a Shangri-La. Back in Fullerton, he didn’t have
the mule deer, badgers and squirrels roaming a few feet
from home.

Now, he wants to make sure Sleepy Hollow stays that
way. With development closing in on the Chino Hills area
__ which mostly is in Orange County — Miller has joined
forces with friends to preserve the wilderness.

«We’re doing it for the quality of life in Chino Hills,”
. aariller an accociate professor of mechanical engi-
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with Tustin and Santa Ana.

Two years ago, Santa Ana offi-
cials approved the construction of
the 15-story Xerox Centre near
Tustin, arousing a protest from
Tustin officials who asked, ‘‘How
will we handle all this new traffic
on our streets?”’

Tensions escalated to the point
this past week where Tustin threat-
ened to sue — much to Santa Ana’s
surprise.

“It was clearly my impression
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By Harrison Fletcher
The Register

DANA POINT — For decades,
Marjorie Kinkaid hid pieces of
Dana Point’s colorful past in her
basement.

Behind the mahogany panels and
cardboard boxes, she stored 17
copper street lamps rescued from
a scrap heap after World War II.

Kinkaid hoped to bring back the
lanterns that once glowed like
Christmas lights beside the sea.
She died in 1983, her wish unful-
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L'Tl:ong Beacﬁilot
~ Fallg to His Death

ps 500 Feet in
irplane

The Brea "Humming Bird,” the small-

est alrplane In the world, crashed (o
carth 8t the Anaheim Elks air meet,
at Brea, Saturday, caprying with It the
pilot, Ray Freeman| of Long Beach.

Freeman fell @ distance of about 500
teet, when the wings of the “Humming
Bird” which was [manufactured {n
Brea, crumpled in the alr. He struck
the earth on a rise. pf ground a short
distance from the landidg fleld, and
was dead when pic yp. The ma-
chine, a tiny moroplane, was de-
molished.

Col. Willlam Mitchell, formerly of the

United States flying jcorps, who was to
have attended the wf:t, was upable to

[~

Ray Freeman
Colla

be present, having heen detained by a
previous engagemen

The plane was the ohe in which
Colonel Mitchell wag scheduled to fly
at the meet, Mitchell announced sev-
eral [days pgo that ‘he would fly the
smaflest, aﬁwn as the largest, airship
on the field. '

Harry D. Riley, Orange county guto-
mobile digtributor, iwaas the firet to
reach the wrecked ajyplanc. The plane
fell one-half mile gouth of the field.
Freeman's accident dccurred a few min-_
utes hefore noon.

With perfect weather for flying con-
ditiony, the alr meet was in full swing
before g large thrpng of epectators,
when the “Humming Bird," pride of
Bres gviation officials, was deen to halt
in its awing abhove| the landing field
and spddenly dart foward the ground,
its wings collapsed.
A ¢rowd hurried| up the slope to
re-c:ét reeman, hu{ he apparently had

r

beern inatantly.

Caronér Brown hdld an inquest over
the y at the Seal¢ parlors, Fullerton,
Bunddy, at 1 p. m.
* Freeman was mapried. He was not
a prafessional pllot{ He had been em-
ployed in the Parker Brothers' machine
shop in Long Beach.
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BREA HISTORYA-‘MY FAMILY HELPED MAKE IT ,zf”’/

By Morda Beck, Space 126"

4  [1cading the History of Brea, by George Gish, has been of especlal

.1nterest to me because I was there through some of it. To go back, my
Larents came to the West Coast from Wisconsin when they ware young and -
newly married. My father had an adventurésome spirit. He was a band
Saw filer in the lumber mills and was up and down the Coast from Wash-
‘ington to San Diego quite a few times. The Toads in those days were
really something, He was good et his work and was often lurad to an-
other job by more money. He made as much as $16.00 a day and, in those
days, -that was exceptionally good pay. Father and Mother were rarried
13 years before they had any children - "then there were four." SO,
all of their children are native Californians. - .

I bring my parents into this because it was my fathsr who, having
seen all the beautiful West Coast of the United States, decided that
Southern California was where he wanted to stay; and so he picked Brea.
Ths miles of citrus groves in this lovely Valley, the snow-capped peaks
to the north ard east and the Pacific Ocean to the south and west - all
nads him feel, "This is God's Country!" . -~ . ' -

He. changed his profession, bought an acre of land on Elm Strest
corner, .cut the acre up into lots and began building houses, which he

- s0ld as he built. "He built our own home first - and while he was build-
ing it we lived -in a tent that was like onea big room, having a wooden-
floor and wood halfway up the sides and, tenting above that,

As closely as I can figure it must have been about the year 1920
that I was in the-second-grade and went to the school located on the
cornar. of Lambert and Brea Blvd. The school was much smaller then. The

& TOVN was mostly citrus groves, with a few stores on the main street. My
‘;ister and I walked through the orange groves to school every day. Traf-
fic was light on the main street in those days and the cars, though the
latest thing then, look pretty old to us now. I remembar some of the

kids and myself (probably at my instigation), stood out in the middle of

Brea Blvd. with our arms outstretched and stopped cars - until one man ;{V \s
~told us he'd report us to the polics, which immediately caused us to N W
scatter in all directions and never tried that agzain. _

Across the street from the land my father was desveloping were acrei!\

s

of wheat fields, ‘Part of it was a small airfield. Small one-engine .
planes landed and took off there.- One crash landed one day but the
pllot was not hurt. We were fascinated by all this, and whan the wheat
was baled up into big piles we used to have a ball climbing over the
great piles of bales. _Also, Mother staked our balky cow out there and
we vsed to help her after she'd done the milking. How she hated that

Wnen my father finished his developing in Brea we moved to Fuller-
ton and I entered the 5th grade. Many of the homes my father built in
Fullerton, as well as in Brea, still stand today in excellent condition.
They really built in those days. : _

I went to school with the Yorbas, the Bastanchurys, the Kraemers
end the Chapmans - especially in High School, as it was a Unifled High
School District in those days. Of course, I don't know any of them
today.  After High School, when I was married, we lived 1n Fullerton,
Placentia, Whittier, La Habra - and now I'm back in Brea, where it all

tarted. " I might add, Richard Nixon was in High School a couple of yeers
thile I was there, He may even have been in some of my classes but T
don't remember him - probably because he wasn't one of the boys I was

- CoPY




Aviation helped put county on the map

From early airstrips
to aerospace industry
the field is soaring

By Kathryn Montgomery
The Register

Beneath the worn asphalt and
stucco green, yellow and brown Buena
Park tract homes near Knott and
Crescent avenues lies buried local avi-
ation history.

This used to be the old Luebkeman
Airport before World War II, where
20th Century-Fox film crews left Hol-
lywood to film flying stunts in ‘The
Great American Broadcast,”’ a musi-
cal comedy about a love triangle set in
the heyday of radio. It starred Alice
Faye, John Payne and Cesar Romero.

For the several weeks of filming in
1941, Walter Luebkeman'’s airstrip be-
came known as ‘'RIX Martin Aiport.”
where one could “Fly the safe way
with RIX Martin"’ for a half-hour for
$s. ;

Walter Luebkeman and his broth
ers, Carl and Henry, operated the
2,000-foot-long turf airstrip — once an
alfalfa field —on the family’s 240-acre
farm from 1937 to 1941. The airstrip
ran in an east-west direction from
about Knott Avenue to Valley View
Street just north of Crescent Avenue,
said Walter Luebkeman, now 86 and a
Cypress resident.

Today only Luebkeman’s family
home, built in 1912, remains on the

airstrip site, behind a parochial
school’s basketball court A rusty
mail box bears the family name.
Brother Carl lives there. The
Luebkeman brothers began selling
parcels of their family farm to hous-
ing tract developers and the Commu-
nity Reform Church during the 1950s

Luebkeman Airport — also called
the Anaheim Airport, although it was
never located in the city bearing the
name — at one time had 40 planes
parked along its runway, making it
one of the busiest airports in the
county, said Vi Smith of North Tustin,
author of an aviation history book
‘“From Jennies to Jets.”

Through thousands of newspaper
clippings, hundreds of interviews,
Smith has documented the history of
the airports and aviation in Orange
County, from its introduction to flight
by a balloonist who fell to his death in
1900 to the first airplane flight in Au-
gust 1909 in Santa Ana. She tells about
the county’s barnstorming pilots and
how the burgeoning aircraft industry
spurred its rapid growth

Originally published in 1974, Smith
revised the book twice, once to add
information readers of the first vol-
ume had contributed, and second, to
update the county’s aerospace indus-
try in the last decade, which had
blossomed in the 1950s but hit bottom
in the 1970s. When Smith had com-
pleted the book in 1974, the aerospace
industry had been hit with high unem-
ployment and a recession due to gov-
ernment cutbacks in aerospace, lost

contracts and competition from other
areas, she said.

But with the advent of the space
shuttle, continued reliance on long-,
medium- and short-range missiles
and satellite launches, and other re-
lated areas, Orange County’s aero-
space production soared again in the
1980s, as did the nation, Smith said.

Now some 35 percent of the people
working in Orange County are em-
ployed by the local aerospace indus-
try, Smith said.

|
Almost since Orville Wright flew the
first engine-driven featherless metal
machine in 1903, Orange County resi-
dents have loved aviation. Their in-
fatuation with flying machines helped

_to turn farmlands into booming indus-

trial areas.

Aviation “‘in many ways put Orange
County on the map '’ Smith said.

The county's bountiful vacant land
was fertile soil for local aviation pio-
neers to soar high above the orange
groves and bean fields, and helped
bring fame to the county of oranges

“You ask any pilot — the most im-
portant thing they look for is a place to
land,” Smith said

During the 1930s, the county had 34
airports and airstrips carved out of
farmland, Smith said

These land strips spread from as far
north as Cypress, east to Brea, west to
Newport Heights and, in the south, to
San Juan Capistrano, she said. Now
there are six, including three military
bases.

Famous and not-so-famous pilots

(such as Howard Hughes) flew over
the county's airways, some setting
records, others setting out to break
records and failing.

Aviation came to Orange County be-
cause of Glenn Luther Martin, Smith
said. Martin was the first to fly sea to
sea, and he did so in a plane he had
built at his Santa Ana home. In 1912,
Martin flew from Balboa to Catalina
Island. On his way back he carried the
mail, again a first. And he also de-
signed the first plane ever to fly in
California, Smith said.

Martin’s aviation feats might have
gone unnoticed if it hadn’t been for his
mother, Arminta (Minta) Martin, who
continually badgered the local press
to publicize her son’'s achievements,
said Smith.

The Martin brothers — Eddie,
Johnny and Floyd, and no relation to
Glenn Martin — developed and pre
served aviation over the next six de-
cades

Eddie Martin started his own air-
port in 1923, and its central location --
at what is now Jamboree Road and the
San Diego (1-405) Freeway — became
known worldwide, becoming a refuel-
ing stopover for pilots coming east
and heading toward places like Los
Angeles and San Diego, Smith sad.
Amelia Earhart and Charles Lind-
bergh were among many who flew
into Eddie Martin Airport on their
way to someplace else.

It was his airfield that e 2ntually
gave birth to the John Wayne Airport,
Smith said.
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Medical Team Approach 714 546-5437

Acupuncture B

* PEKING ACUPUNCTURE - 772-9227 #
Bachache Headache Shoulder Pain. Sciatica.
Stomach Weight Loss Insomnia & Most Physical Problems

Accup Without Needles for any & all pain problems
H-B stop smoking Most Ins as pymnt in full. Call 895-2880

BEST ACUPUNCTURE CENTER: STOP SMOKING, Back
Pain Headache Weight Loss Free Consultation 841-0496

[ Arthritis |

ARTHRITIS CARE & CONTROL WITHOUT DRUGS
Naturai Methods - First Visit Free Health Resource Center
Call Arthritis Project 969-5255

| Biofeedback ]

COMPUTERIZED BIOFEEDBACK - Reduce High Blood

Pressure Headaches Stress Insomnia. Imtable Bowel

Syndrome Medically supervised ANAHEIM HILLS PAIN &
STRESS MANAGEMENT CENTER, 637-4840.

] Birth Alternatives |

HOME BIRTH SERVICES by LICENSED NURSE MIDWIVES
NURSE MIDWIFERY CARE of ORANGE COUNTY 774-4661

l Body Wraps |

YOU CAN HAVE PRETTY LEGS! Advanced Techniques to
treat & ehmate Cellulite Free consultation & demonstration
Results Guaranteed IMAGES SKIN CARE, 675-4190

®®OLADIES Mineral Wraps & Massage - NO Ace Bandage
or Saran Wrap EVA'S FIGURE CONTOURING 840-7930

Behavior Modification

BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION Through Hypnosis Defeat
undesirable habits improve self 535-3433 Dr St Thomas

DANCE MASTERS Newest Location to serve you We

specialize n all popular Night Club & Ballroom dances.

International & Country Western. Private & group lessons +

parties. No partner needed. Call for Grand Opening Special
6 LESSONS $10. 895-1526 Adults Only

IMPERIAL BALLROOM 8644 Stanton Ave. Buena Park
BALLROOM DANCING every Fri.. Sat. night.
BAND - 8:30pm - 12:00am. $5 per person. 714/821-4961

000 A BETTER WAY OF LIFE 17
000 754-5477 000
ORANGE COUNTY PROFESSIONALS IN A
CONFIDENTIAL CARING ENVIRONMENT-WE CARE
OVER EATERS/EATING DISORDERS
MARRIAGE/FAMILY/CHILD
PROBLEM TEENAGERS
HYPNOSIS/HABIT CHANGE
STRESS/JOB/FAMILY/LIFE
. SINGLES GROUPS
LEARN TO BUILD LASTING RELATIONSHIPS
COUNSELING CENTERS OF ORANGE COUNTY
200 754-5477 000
ASSERTION TRAINING FOR WOMEN - Classes Start 5/8
SLIDING SCALE, INSURANCE ACCEPTED.
Adult Children Of Alcoholics Group Starting
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION
00 754-5477 00

® AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF FAMILY COUNSELING o
One of America's Oldest, Largest Counseling Agencies.
A TRADITION IN EXCELLENCE FOR OVER 50 YEARS
CARING Orange County Professionals For Orange County
NON-PROFIT SLIDING FEE INSURANCE ACCEPTED
900@ MARRIAGE COUNSELING [ L 1)

INDIV. OR SINGLE THERAPY
FAMILY, TEENAGE, CHILD
ASSERTIVENESS TRAINING
ALCOHOL/'SUBSTANCE ABUSE
STEP PARTENTING TRAINING
CHILD ABUSE PROBLEMS
SEXUAL PROBLEM COUNSELING
®0e VARIOUS TREATMENT SERVICES eee
(Formally American Institute of Family Relations. Or Co.)
000 714/832-0480 o0

ANN HARDY. MA. MF.C.C. Lic #MY18354
Personal. Family, Marriage Counseling Newport Bch 640-5059

COUNSELING For Individuals, Couples, Children &
Adolescents. JW Consuttants, Brea (714) 671-1336

ANOREXIA, BULEMIA, OVEREATING. An affordable. pro
fessional out-patient program. Free group. Barbara 969-4202

[ Foot Health ]

FAMILY FOOT CARE. DR. R. JAFFE, PODIATRIST.
Extensive Foot Surgery facility. Modern ambulatory & laser
procedures so you can walk on your own 2 feet after surgery'
Diplomate American Board Podiatric Surgery. Fellow American
College Foot Surgeons. 12 yrs. in Santa Ana Free initial
consultation with this ad' Late hours avail. 835-0777

NO COST PODIATRY* Podiatrist & M.D.'s in Full-Serv Med
Ctr. Specializing in Bunions, Coms. Callouses, Warts, Heel
Pain, Injuries, Orthotics. Ingrown Nails. Lehman Medical , Ana

FV, Org.. G.G. 761-1101

"HEALTH INSURANCE IS PAYMENT IN FULL

| Hair Replacement |
A SENSIBLE SOLUTION TO HAIR LOSS
Without Drugs or Surgery. FREE Report 895-9562

STOP HAIR THINNING! Top European Product
3 Months in USA. Call for FREE Brochure 841-8803

* Transplants * Minoxidil % Hair By Hair System
Free Consultation. DERMATEX INTERNATIONAL 841-8803

[ Support Groups —I

¢ ¢ FOR WOMEN ONLY - EXPAND YOUR HORIZONS ¢ ¢

Thru self understanding, assertiveness & changing old patterns
4 Single Women With Married Lovers ¢

Slocum Counseling Services 546-7708 Brochure, Sat. Appt's

Define & Direct Goals, Stress Mgmt, Personal Enrichment.
Barbara Bruyneel, M.A.. Linda Helfend, PhD 472-1003

For Women who have been Sexually Abused by counselors
or physicians. For informations call Brea 671-1336

| Headache Center |

HEADACHE TREATMENT CENTER OF ORANGE COUNTY
Stop wasting time & money on unqualified non-medical
practioners who cannot offer our Comprehensive MEDICAL
CARE by Board Certified Specialist. State of the An
techniques yield 95% Success Rapidly. David E. Sosin. MD.
Director. 14111 Newport Ave., Tustin 832-2505




March 7, 1987

Mr., Eddie Martin
932 Louise Street
Santa Ana, Ca. 92703

Dear Mr. Maptin:

A year or more ago I was at vour home seeking information on
early aviation in Orange County. At that time you gave me a
copy of vour book "From Jennies to Jets" which I treasure.

I, along with others, am doing research on Brea history. We
are recording the aviation history Brea played during the
twenties. I have enclosed some of that history that we have
uncovered to date.

We have pictures of the two low wing planes built by Tremaine
and Thaheld and the story of their fateful crashes. Your book,
"From Jennies to Jets", has a picture on page 49 of the crash
of the Hummingbird. Is it possible to get the picture so that
a copy can be reproduced to include in our history? I would
be willing to help sort through your collection if that were
necessary.

I will give you a call in a week or so.

Yours very truly,

Dean F. Millen,

420 S. Poplar Avenue,
Brea, Ca. 92621.
Ph. 529-3289

Encls: Brea's Contribution to Aviation
Anaheim Gazette article, - Apr. 29, 1926
Brea Air Meet, - Oct., 31, 1925
Los Angeles Times article; - Jan. U4, 1987
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FLYER KILLED
AS BREA AR

(g [lPENS

Ray ‘Freeman, 21 Years 0ld, of
Long Beach, Crashes, Down-
g ward After Tiny Ship Collapses

Another witrenid adventurer failed
1 (e congoest of the air at Brea
siestfrduy vhen Ray Freeman, 21-
vear-old Long Beach flyer, plunged
400, feet 1o hux death in his tiny,
tiummmglmwl monoplane.

2 The vagic acoident came just be-
fore the opening event of the Brea
wr meet, under the direction of the
Anahein lodee of Flks and the Brea
Atr Club.

cGens Wil Mitchell, who had |
momnised 1o uttend the joveet, was

Mot present (o witiess the accident. |

Blghty aviciees, representing .
nearly evers airport i Southern
Califurnio. Took part in the st of

Reive event
BLANE'S FIFTH FLIGHT

fFrceman satle 1 to bis deathon m”

YL sght o the 200-puund nono-
prane,, bulle ot Gea by B T
sgaine undeed Thabienl former

Austelan tlyer

ENot, mueh Larser than & cluld's |
18y the ship had u wing spread oi |
Yt 21 feet and wus 16 feet in!
length' over ull, powered with
thice-eylinder amotor.

“Ihe crowd of four thousand spec-

Lo gasped 0 Lorror as the frull'They

it pf e e anacal hunindng

i e’
youthful flyer had a pramonmon yester-

day that the frail wmgs of hig birdlike craft would not hold.
didn't. Phor.o shows pla,ne, a mass of twisted steel and |

RN, St R

just after the wmtor s broken body was removed—

Examiner photor.

L2t ,170b
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From box. kites to bombers|

and rockets.

These works tell the story of
Glenn L. Martin, the *“crazy
kid” reared in Orange County
who trailed the Wright Brothers
info powered flight by only a

months. Some of his early
ing was in Brea.

Shortly after the turn of the
century, when the Martin’s
moved to Santa Ana from Kan-
sas, young Martin, whose fa-
ther was one of the county’s
first garage mechanics, became
famous among his contempor-
aries .as a kite maker. Box
Kkites were his specialty. [

In was in 1909 when Martin'

K

heard of Kitty Hawk and he de-
cided the flying machine would
replace the kite. He had no
blueprints. There yere no ‘“ex-
perts” he could consult. There
Wwas no easy source of aeronau-
tical fountain of wisdom.

He had arrangements to use
an abandoned church as the site
fortheconsuma tion of his
dream. Bailing wire, linen, bi-
cycle wheels, wooden struts,
and engine of questionable
character and reliability, these,
were the ingredients. i

Imagination, a grasp of ‘what|
later became known as “aero-|
dynamics”, and refusal to quit|

Glenn L. Martin Did Some Of
His Early Flying In Brea

was the force that brought
about his first airplane.
During the- creative period
his mother, Minta Martin, the
only one who had any faith in
his project. At nights she stood
by him, lanterns in hand, and
did what she could to help.
The “crazy kid” (a man|
wrote a letter urging that some-

crazy kid before he kills him-
self”’) survivéd.the bailing wire,

hecome one of the nation’s
most famous airplane builders.
_The Glenn L. Martin Co.,
with its. main offices and cen-

ter of operations in Baltimore
is a tremendous organization
jand plays a major role in
‘America’s efforts for supre-
macy in space. |

Died in 1955
Glenn L. Martin died in 1955,
at the age of 69, a brief five
years after the death of his
mother. Both were brought to
Santa Ana for funeral services|
and burial in Fairhaven Ceme-

tary.
Glenn Martin never married.
Why?

“I've never had time.”

In addition to his genius as
a builder of “flying machines,”
Glenn Martin was a devout
man,

thing be done to “stop that|

and linen days, and went on to|’

Before he died, he haa -
‘stalled a huge organ and caril-
lon on the First Presbyterian
church at the corner of Sixth
land Sycamore streets in Santa
Ana. Each day the bells ring
out, and during the Christmas
season carols can be heard
throughout the downtown area.

Probably only those who be-!
\long to the church know that
Glenn Martin made the music|
possible. ‘

Brea goes back a long way
in aviation history. In 1017 an
airport wa's_ located ‘northeast
of town 4and history reports
British planes were daily visit-
ors from Riverside in routine
flights before taking off for the
homeland.

H. N. “Frog” Winchel has
a faded photo of the old air-
port; now overgrown with grass
and tumble weed. There was a
roughly built hangar and $1,600
acres of ground. Winchel esti-
mates the runway was about
1,000 feet long.

n 1925 the diesel division of
Shaffer Tool Co. was manufac-
turing engines for wind ma-
chines when Fred Thalheid be-
gan experimenting with air-
plane engines. Thalheid helped
Bill Tremaine in building a lit-
tle single - engines monoplane
called the “Hummingbird”,
This plane was powered by a
Henderson motorcycle engine. '
The plane cracked up during an|
exhibition flight when the pilot
become overconfident in bank-
ing the light aircraft.

TThalheid designed two other
engines in five - cyclinder class|

|for light planes and is reported

to have provided the engine
power for a plane called the
“Spirit of John Rogers” enter-
ed in a competitive Pacific
flight to Japan. In the takeof!|
from San Diego during adverse
|weather conditions the plane
crashed and killed the pilot.
Martin designed and built air-
planes for European countries
and in 1918 built the first plane
for Liberty engines. From his
Santa Ana plant have come
many types of planes for the
United States Army and Navy,
foreign- governments and civi-
lian airlines. His great acpomgl
plishments in the field of aero-
nautics were recognized with
awards in America and in for-
eign countries. He served as
president of the National Air-
craft War Production Council
and president of the Institute
of Aeronautical Science. He
presented $500,000 to the Insti-
tute to found the Minta Martin
Fund in honor of his mother
who accommnanied him on the




Airporf Nothing New

City Once Had Small

By BOB NOREK i

BREA — The talk of the town
lately has centered on the possi-
bility of an airport being lo-
cated here in the future.

The county Board of Supervi-
sors recently discussed an air-
port development study plan
which included the possibility of
a small airport being developed
on the site of the Olinda dis-
posal area.

But probably many persons
nere do not know that if this de-
velopment reaches fruition it
would 1n fact be this city's sec-
ond awrport.

Yes, Brea had an airport
more than 40 years ago

TWO SITES
Actwally, Brea had two air-

port sites but only one was *de-
veloped.”

According to Warren E. Griff-
ith, the city’s unofficial histo-
rian, the first site was situated
in the vicmity of Elm St. and
Brea Blvd.

The long-time resident of the
city, however, pointed out that
the landowner wanted too much
money and the site was never
developed.

The second was developed,
however, and the localion
(Kraemer Blvd. and the Pacific
Electric tracks just east of Car-
bon Chemical) served as the
home for the experimental
plane, the *‘Hummingbird.”

Mrs. E. Ted Craig remembers
the land was nothing much

more than a barley field which
was used for praclice runs by
the “Hummingbird.”

Griffith recalled that the field
was located at the Loftus Depot,
which was then a stop on the
railroad line.

FIELD USED

“That land was owned hy the
Associated Oil Co. and the field
was used for occasional lake
offs and landings,” Griffith told
the News Tribune.

The “Hummingbird” (a story
in itself) was built by Fred Tha-
held and Bill Tremaine. Tha-
held was associated al the time
with the Shaffer Diesel Division
and with Tremaine designed
and construcled the two-scater
monoplane.

irfield

It was powered by a ‘mo-
torcycle engine.

But, (ragically, on an ex-
perimental flight, according to
an old newspaper report, the pi-
lov (not identified) lost conrtol
of the plane while banking and
was Killed when the craft spun
into the ground and collapsed.

This fatal mishap generally
placed a cloud over the airport
and it faded away.

The site now Is used for a
cattle corral,

An ironic note to history will
be if the disposal site is devel-
oped as an airport — future air-
craft may fly over the site of -
Brea's first landing field on
their way to the new ifeld,

o AR

nvoveEmoBex fdy T e

FIRST AIRPORT — Only cattle
and an occasional jackrabbit now inha-
bit the site of Brea's first airport. The
location (north of Imperial Hwy.,

south of Birch at the intersection of -

Naws Tribune Phole
Kraemer and the Pacific Electric
tracks) was formerly the home of the
experiemental aircraft the “Hum--
mingbjgfi:”_
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FLY!

On Monday and Tuesday, No-
vember 3 and 4, you will have an!
opportunity to inspect a United|
States Army Aeroplane at. close)
range. The Plane will be at the)|
Brea Flying Ficld, and. the pilot,|
who is a U. 8. Army Aviator, will
show you all about an army acro-
planc. He will explain how it is
operated, how different etunts are|
executed and answer sny and all]
questions regarding flying,

The observation flights will be}
of about fifteen minutes duration,|
during which time the plot wxllJ
take you over any place you wish|
to see from the air.

Be ready to ride in a fast army
airplane with an army avialom
when in your town.

FLIGHTS $10,00
SEE YOUR OITY FROM

BULLET AIR LINE
I —
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