
CHistory of FMC Brea (Chiksan) 

( 

The name Chiksan was originally give to a gold mining company 
founded near the village of Chiksan, Korea, in 1906, by a group of 
American engineers. Translated, the word Chiksan means "mountain 
of gold". The mining operation prospered in Korea until shortly after 
World War I when it was dissolved and the group of engineers moved 
to the United States. 

In Fullerton, California, they formed a small oil company and 
once again gave their company the name Chiksan. Just as the 
Chiksan Mining Company prospered in Korea, so did Chiksan 
Oil company prosper in California with producing oil wells in 
the Huntington Beach and Long Beach areas. During this period 
Chiksan developed, for its own use, a number of tools and pieces 
of machinery that brought significant advances in oil well drilling. 
These tools were so successful that in 1928 the cormpany devoted 
itself exclusively to the manufacture of oil tools. New offices 
were established in Brea, California. 

As the company prospered, new iterns were introduced to the 

market. Among these items was the ball bearing swivel joint, a 
special pipe fitting used to interconnect metal piping so that 
it becomes as flexible as rubber or metallic hose. 

From the beginning, the swivel joint was a success, and it quickly 
became evident that it coutd be used in a wide range of applica 
tions in a great many industries other than the oil industry. One 
good example of this versatility of the swivel joint is its use in 

large loading arms for loading liquid cargo into ocean-going 
tankers where it must withstand temperatures as low as -150°F 
and as high as +250°F. 

So, in the early 193's, the company name was changed to a less 
restrictive Chiksan Tool Company, and sales outlets were intro 
duced to the industrial markets throughout the United States 
and Canada. In the ensuing years, manufacturer's representatives 
were appointed throughout the world, and manufacturing 
licensees were established in England, Japan, France and Mexico. 

In 1945, the company name was again changed, this time to the 

Chiksan Company, and in 1946 expansion began with the acquis 
ition of Well Equiprnent Manufacturing Company (WECO) in 
Houston, Texas. Chiksan was acquired by FMC Corporation in 

1955 and currently operates as a part of Fluid Control Division. 

FMC Brea is part of the Petroleum Equipment Group of FMC 

which inciudes Fluid Control and Wellhead Equipment Divisions 
located in Houston, Texas, Sens, France and numerous other 
divisional offices throughout the world. 
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a familiar landmark in Brea, up in nearby Fullerton and aety of styles cotaining one,FMC in 1961. 

48" pipe size in a vari-j and we became a division of Research and develooment has been sharing Brea's pro-new company was formed ad} two, or three swivel within al Today Chiksan stande No: 1 rled on to develop new prod-| 
proganms are constantly car gress for the past 39 years, The named Chiksan 0l Company.|given swivel joint. These com-in ite industry The nroducts ucts for ntroductlon to thei 
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Organized in Dec. of was the first major expansionout the steel industry, chemicallaiming at a "hog cholera free" 
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ning, the swivel joint was a Jand Chiksan Company began its industry. foo processing indus were manufactured by four of plying the oil fields of Westernhat the suivet init cld be In 1955, Chiksan Company was|type of industry that hades 

the original corporation owners. Canada. 
try and virtually every other Mand's 60,000 lakes malke 

The Internationad Division, lo-cations in a wide range of tn- headquartered in San Jose, andlother fuids in their processing.| British countryside is wooded.) 

used for a wide range of appli- acquired by FMC Corporation water, chemicals, gas, oil or Less than 7 per cent of the cated in Houston, Texas, has dustries. branch offices in Holland Vene 
Zuela, and epresentatives in ev-pipe fitting used to interconnect| 

The swivel joint is a special 
;ery major countTy in the world,piping and allow rotation of the particularly those countries rich pipe. By using one, two, or ia oil field drilling and produc- three swivels, steel piping can 

1958,ering the Maritime Provinces oil industry. From the begin 

assemblies, consisting|an Chiksan's position in the 
of swivel joints and piping to swivel joint industry. These R & 

presi- tives in all other major cities. During the earty years, activi-\a manufacturing plant estab-barrels of Tude oil to fuHlyl celebrate its 50th birthday. 

E. W. Sullivan, owner and neling the orders for our prod- minimum of manpower. The founder of Dsco Rubber Prod-ucts to the various licensees'ioint consists of a series of met ucts, and Esco Rubber Company plants and directing engineering al parts connected and locked moved irom Los Angeles in 1949,and sales development. choosing Brea to locate in, be together with two rows of ball 
cause of the friendy, congeniala groun of mining engineers An elastomeric seal ring or 

The fouzders of Chiksan wasl bearings which allow rotation. people and the ideal clmate.who were given a lease Sulivan started Esco Rub do other packing material is plac ber Company in 1949, in a 800this venture was started in thelto seal against leakage of vacu 

gold mining in Korea. In 1906. ed between the rotatÉng parts Sa. ft. guilding, located on Breatown of Chilksan. Korea. Theum or pressure. These pack Blvd. (formerly Pomona Avenue)name of the company was taken ing units are many and Varied with one employee, the oWner.from the town, and Chiksan is so that many different liquids, Over the past 11 yers, Esco hasa Korean ward meaning moun-gasses, or chemicals can De gown to 14,000 sq. ft. of filoor tain, or hill ot gold, This min- handled. The metals in the body space with 25 employees. 
Esco Rubber Companymany vears, but discontinued aluminum bronze, monel. and 

|ing operation prospered for portion range from steel to 
manufactures small Rubber' ororntinn 

H 

tion. 
be made as flexible as hose and The main office /n Brea, Cali- this flexibility can be cotrolled fornia directs- the activities of so that the pipes can be swung| this far-flung organization, chan- into various positions with a 
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Chiksa Operation In Brea 

1anager's decision 
tment head undet 

Dates BJck To 1928 

ent 

Chiksân, å fåmillaf iatié atd tuatiy yeârs, but discontinued offices were set up in nearby 
a famillár lahdmatk in Bté a, loperation shortly aftér World Fullerton and a tew company 

|has been sharing Brea's pto-|War I and returnéd to the was formed and n�ttéd Chiksan 
gYess fof thê past 41 vëats. fhe|United .States. 

|plant cuttettly locatéd at Lam 
bert dhd Breä Boulévärd oh 

Approximately 34% äctes of 
|1and, häs bèen in òperatión 

Wednesdy Evenlng, Aprll 36, 
LA MABXA-BREA, CALIFORNIA DAILY STAR.PROGRESS D3 

New Polley 

From å few èiployees atd 
a sinali plarnt, Chiksan has bèéh 
ëxpad�d to its preaent site 

A plant wàs establshed in Sens, Cotty Board of Supervisors. fere with any developments in 
Fráhce aid is how a diyision will probably materially affect |the area, and still be able 

|the progress of the city, and has serve the grówing needs of 
elling them múch Aftet that he #ent to `anta Felof the FMC éorpofatior bratich 
aited States and Sohek a8 ditietesile Sales otfices ih New York Chi-(hes already been of some im- Btea and the gteater North ot. 

cagö, Clevelahd, PMSbürgh, portance. ange County area. the area. lhtetn, ahd wertt through the dncitnati. Mettiblis, OaklandLater in October the city couh- Although some cóuhty plan ation he went to 
work in the citv lne to Become assistant thån-and mâiufácturers téurésénta- Cll approed a rèsolution calling ning Officials suÉgested that the 

üpon the county to include the county study the feasibility of md met Har-lager, a postion he held until ves in ad oer majo esiBréá-Olida durmp site in its placing a regioh£l aitpört ofi the Brra's Public domibg to Brè£. Thë weco Division, located in Houston, Texas. has sales1en master plan studies of the site, with facilities for jets, the 
contacting 'the industrial and ol oluity's airports. The couhty smal amount of acreage avail 
ield markets in the Mic.Coni Pollowèd that action with the an- able and the ptoximity of On 

nouncement that it would study tario Interhational Airport hás 
Chiksan's subsidiar, Chiksaathe ste as a possible municipal-\generally hämpered studies of 

He said that Brèa is muchof Canada, has offices in Ed type airport. thát posslbility. 
|more residential than Sahta Femotitort abd Montreal with màrs. According to Mayor William But industrial organizatións 
`prings, but with less indus-\ufacturers'. representativès cov-at Clark tho. was latr nämed|merce have supported the study, 

Hamilton ånd Councilman Rob-and the Brea Chamber of Com 
tries plants. ering the Mätitim� Prbvices About the city council Wedin land oil fielá supply stores sup to thÃ county aifport cómtnis- ánd the stuây has been included 

Lens taken by the said, They're good couneil-plying the oil fielos of Western sion, the city was interested in in the ,county's continuing |thê site because its elèvátion of studies. ent that matked|met working awfully hard to |Canada. 
rward in rogress |make sutè th¥t growth is góod The Intetnational Division, lo 
ge from city ad-|timelý growth. They have acated tn Houston, téxás, hàs 
city manager for keen awarehess ás far as the branch offices in Holland, Vene 

area gtow$ and you ptesetve ziela and reptèsentativés ln et.} 
-ober the councit|the spirit as it fiow eaists '» ery majot 
ouftry in the #otÍd. 

Wedin, who lives in Bréa, is partetlatly thote còuntties tich change, which 

"The two commtihities are 
|sitllar," he sald. hey háve the same population, but Brèanent ätea. 
will grow much more.'" 

lOl Company. 

Municipal-Type 
Airport Proposed with othef plant location in pAA decision made in No-11150 feet ahd the rètnote lócation |Hotiston, Tèxas, llcensees invember by the Brea city coun-offers an arèa for aircrat Tokyo, Japan; Stöckpört, Erig and inst béfore that by the-opèrátiohs that would not inter läind, atd Montefrëy, Metlco, 

Jackson Bros. Eager 

ríment heads, al- A sienificánt growth in Brea|tects. the activities of this far-awaré, they have the ópportu-cifications of the customer. 
al of department Is foteseen in the heat futufe flung ohganization, , chañheling nity of putchasing a cabinét 

To Serve HomeOwher 

only come after atd City Mahager Wàyne thé otders fot products to the tot their home trom JacksonLocated ih Brea since March, 
ith the city coun-Wedin wll bé ßhe bi thÃ kêy |various icencees þlants a n d Bros. Cabinet Co. |1960, the cábinet making còn 
uncil cahnot ovèr-iguYes in the city's plans: directing ehgineering átd sales Previously thóught to be et- cérh is öwned jointly by Ed 

developmert. clusivèly à tmánufacturing com-watd ând Floyd Jäckson. Near 
The foinders of Chiksan wás þätý for horme conttactors, a lý 70 people át� employed by 
gróup of minthg éhgin�ersspokestrian ôr thÃ ftth indlcat-|the cottipay; oñe Halt of 

bange dlso made WASHINGTON (UPI) The who were given a lease to do that Jackson Bros. would always which wórk in the shop. 
en ellgible tor the Army and thé Air Force till gold mining in Korea. fn 1906, be éager to sérve thé ptlvate The wotk` �one by Jacksoh 
ar after they left adopt a hew poley of persohaily this vénttire was statted n the hormebwhet. Bros. is by no meäns exclu 
1. In addition city notifying the nest of kin of to#h of Chiksai, Körèa. The He did 1ndicate, however, sively local. The spok�sman in 
originally reside seriously wounded servicetn�n, näatne of the company wäs tak�n that ail buslness through Jack- dicatèd that cabinets have been 

the time of according tó. Rep. Jarhes G. from the own, and Chiksan isson Bros, is done dn a tallör- made fof cohträctors in San 
Ist move to0'Hara, D-Mich. Te Navy andja Kotean wotd theafihg móun:náde basts.* |Bernardino and Riverside coun 

days of their Marin� Corps atready tollo#tain, of hil :ot grid. This tn This theatis that there are noties as well as in the counties 
such a prcedure. ling opetatión napefèdfrshowtoom display models avail-\of LO8 Angeles and Orange. 

BREA Although many|able. Ail work performed by 
Thé thain office in Brea.di- Bfea tesident's máy not be the cormpany is don� the spe 

city clty admini.a gtaduate of Brea-olinda High in oil fleld drillng and pfodut 
over the appoint- aid catne tß thÇ cty in 1954Hoh 

oval of personnel. rom Minnesöta. 
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