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FAR HORIZONS 1is the Life Story

of Birger Johnsen -
By: Henry Wysham Lanier

Birger Johnsen based his OX5 Canadian Curtiss "Canuck" at Brea,

which he acquired from the Angel Motor Company of Los Angeles for
a reported cost of $2,800.00.

We pulled the wings off and moved 1t into the garage to do some
service work on the motor and plane. After it was repaired, I
went with Birger on a Barnstorming trip to Palm Springs where we

landed on the north edge of town along the road and would take off

on the oiled highway.

The first night we were invited to the home of Mr. Gray, a Palm
Springs pioneer. Mr. Gray's son and his wife, Katie, were visiting
from Portland, Oregon. Mr. Gray's son had a dance band and Katie
was hils soloist. The young Mr. Gray was interested in flying and
later purchased a Curtiss Jenny. One summer he operated at Newport
Beach off a street that ended at the bay. Later it was reported
that Katie was killed in a flying accident.

From Palm Springs we went to El Centro for a few days where my sister
and her husband had a ranch. On the flight back to Brea, we stopped
in Palm Springs for gas. Leaving Palm Springs for Brea, we had to
fly up San Gorgana Pass. Head winds were so strong that we had to
spend the night again at Palm Springs, leaving the next morning at
daylight before the winds got so strong 1n the pass.

In my research I found the two attached articles on Birger Johnsen ;
at the Library of the Air Space Museum, Washlngton, D. C. - DCM




JOHNSON, BIRGER

BIRTH AND DEATH = Born in Ofoten, Normway, Nov. 12,

1893.

EDUCATION - Graduated from Skieusfjordeus Mekaniske Fagskole

at Porsgrund.

EXPERIENCE & ACTIVITIES

MARRIED

RESIDENCE

In 1914 he came to United States, and went

to work as aeronautical engineer and drafts-
man with Walter Phipps, New York for a year,
later was with Bosch Magneto Company, Spring-
field, Mass., as Magneto expert and research
engineer. He enlisted in the U.S. Air Service
during war as a Magneto expert, later trans-
ferring to the Engineering Dept. as engine=-
ering officer. After the war he was assis-
tant to the chief electrical engineer of

the State of California at Sacramento.

Later, he resigned on account of illness.

Tn 1919 he bought a plane and for years he

was in business for himself instructing and
giving exhibition flights through California,
Oregon, Nevada and Arizona. 1In 1927 he was
senior pilot on mail and passenger run between
Tampico and Mexico City for Cia liexicana de
Aviacion S.A. Tampico, Mexico (now Pan American
Railways). In 1928 he was with Travel Air
Manufacturing Company, Wichita, Kans., test-
ing and ferrying, also in charge of Hutchinson
School of Aviation, Hutchinson, Kans.

In 1929 he was with China Airways, Shanghai,

China as senior mail and passenger pilot

on the run up the Yangtze Kiang River from

Shanghai to Hankow, China. Last year he

was senior pilot for the N.Y.R.B.A: lines in

South America on regular mail and passenger

iuns. His total time is approximately 5,800
ourse

SOURCE: Aero Digest,
April 1931
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