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By Birger Johnsen 
KWLRS tñding Dess tue 

drome st Shanghat Gener 
Chang Huf-chang cammander-in-chiet af 
the ae loses of the-cni Chis0 
eroment ha. fost aer oe the con 

marda 

Vouid I sccept2 

he inestGtpped:�ngninbd,KpassengeT thngri 
tint So s hs vte. From Shanghai Thy te's stog in Coh that exp dns 1t airplane factory thst can corapare th the 

eaaer ñe fangtsr s nkow," eoquently Three pianes Tre tor be un-.pooret af thoee Japan-it 

tot obAnd be equpnent-sbort. trteraedate stuge xt:Nanktog and paiay n 
o tht particular squsion S tbat 
could báve asked. It Conststed ecastvety 
of the latest Wasp-powered Vought Corsair 

ustt �gates, with boab rcs ta sddi 

don to standrd ightng eguipmeak. 

goDe. tnere n the mmer o Dd.the Hrerot Gin The e out-a-date handfal ot planes, and many. of-them are 
honar of atneia y opening he rst air malmodes tbit bad been shlppet fros DDg- obsolete Her pots rerore ot ess in 

.nd.a 0; sinea then they hikn in:i diiÁuasts, and are poorty tratned, durtng 
the attal pacting a No ne would oe Sum Pa, the son of Chins's gert hero my months fr Chni I àd not see .single 
tate theresponaiblity of sttempting to put Sus Itsn, nd ne ot the Ides in the ight in clooe formation.-Sbe has bat six 

feteet overtbot of Prd Coiang Ka-:;thm toget 

But tbere were otheee factors to be con 
á�ered I ras getting thed of ChÉon 

Sad oeen there to years, had been il mueh 

of that tne and was beinning to feel the 
TIe o get somewbee lse. 

. in the event af a general war, that 
mmense formatians of Japanese planes 
aight sween up the Yangtse Riyer. bormbirg 

Ehe forts along the ay and laying in waste 
frst Nanking and then the new national 
tapital at Loyang, which s 450 miles 
iarther inland 

So I shook my head No" I told bia 
Et for that one ward, spokea less than a 

gar ago. I mitct today be in Coins in com 
raHd of their prize squadron af ighting 
iares AndI might be.rorI ing my bead 
crr bOut he greatly superior ar forces of 
the Japanese: about the powerful Japa 

tombers, rhos 
actívites over the 

Cha:ei �istrict of Shanghat and. the Wo0 
Sunz lorts bave held the attentton of the-. 

Ferbaps, bad I knowa then that the pres 
w troahle ras so close at hand, I would 
ave accepted; I don't knotw 

i Lantng îekks e lew snd far betreen a 
Çhina, and the nly ones anilable at our 
ports of an ee the miltary airdrooes 
.Tùns, for neariy buo yers, sm almot 
constant obserter of Chtna's afr force, af 
its equipment, prsonnel, methods f train 
ing, competence and ctral mode of car 
ing o0 warfare. 

Taere I mes General Chang But-chang. 
"he Lindbergb of Chin," s hts county 
men cal him, a gitted leader, & desdly 
bamber-s I Sw roa persona cbserva 
tion-nd ined piot, who has been D 
iag ere since 191S And there I met Gen 
eral Art Limm the secood tn command, and 
many of the other ofcers and cen of the 

GDese Ar Corms 

mitbtmaotinhere 
"ooso iose ocbanies teatusted 
ith the work Bot tbe embBedt planes 
Wee queer loaltog contraptions The. parts 
& the. three itterent models Dad been 
aired oiscrifnatey. Crtuly an engi-
Deer piained what ws g 

The tas show ecty boy it sbould be 
done. Get the tas n tDe ri�ht arder," 

said the otner, and everything wl be 
ai ight 

Hatt an boar ater the Cttnese mechanics 
announced that they bad completed the 
jab The planes themsees had not been 
tonehe t the tars bat been ntled and: 

shitted to their proper positions 
Irdon't know whether that story_about 

the 13t tre-erokk phaes is tue or 
not: dutng he searsI rAS ta China I did 
not hear.of that shipment being in the 
county.But t does represent a fair pic 
ture of the condtion of Chinss rfTce 
aS copared :to the ultre moderniaatton 

otanndthontd chtna de 
DODese roatd think 'tice beore sentng 
their teet and aimf transports nd thetr 

2irerat eaiTiers nd timeisely superior 
force of planes up the-Yangtse Rver toward 
tbe intris of Coia st tos tne of the ear 

noe which, Japar almost. certainly 
Woald want to-make shoald Chin deelare 

.The Japapes wontdot. h�sitate on 
scCoant ot the numerous forticstions thst 
are srong at strategica points on both 
sides af the riveT aa the ay up to Chung 
Hne. 00 mes inlan And- some of these 
forts are Dohig to laugt atwtness the 
troubles the Japanese have had -witb the 
Wbasane forttfieations. . 

Na,- the Japarese woald be afraid of thei 
tny Htte Chinese atr force 'Por, aNbough 
the-Chinese dont hve mbers or equip 
ment-on -their- side: they do have siesi 
whhch, t this tne of the year, are eenj 

Frst. they hve the ele-I 
mepts-the fogs, the prevatng winds and 

. the depth ot water In the Yangtse Rier. 
Second, tbey have the topography of the 
country.. Thid, they hare the ver back 
ardosof tbe Chinese: mtion, 

In my association with them we fre 
quently discussed the strength and equip-. 
ment of Japan's ar amada, tbe zvantage 
wack tbe r birds of Nippon have in 

Dimtes, the rblenns that woud lace the 
Japanese A Corps were they ttempt 
an atr nvsian t the tnterior of Chna, and Every- advantage. so far as equipment.. 
sdmilar things. And oy daily ghts up snd personnel snd vunrS e coneerned, rests 
�owT the Yamgtse Rir aught me still with the- londof tbe Whdo Japan. has 
more about tbe problems that wou Con seven imes the arpanes piots apd ground 
îront any memy ir Beet seetking to reach- personnel as CentraJ Chinn Her pllots are Ch°n t probabl thanking her lucky 
the mtertot. 

S the; atest; drtces: of wara Rer. sirdraies -trutes tnto ber rich oteriar Beyond Nan 
mdu conspaefaSorably wth thdse.tn: there re no raitroads which the Jap 

7:: or even airdrodes, more or leS poorly 
equippet h all. Chhna there is not one. 

rd in recent weeks: about tbe poss 

T, Infintey brttr rabed: sho has at lesst Connteins rtght Dor that. she bas een a 
Dlspatehes fromm Shangha tbe other day'., hall' a doeD vel-nanced ctordes cspable slowiy non-progresve nation, and has not 

deelret that Choese soldters ind enetneeraof turng outmHtary shipa, îtted with .i. bR any modern 0verland transportation 



FAR HORIZONS is the Life Story 
of Birger Johnsen 

By: Henry Wysham Lanier 

Birger Johnsen based his 0X5 Canadian Curtiss "canuck" at Brea, 

which he acquired from the Angel Motor Company of Los Angeles for 

a reported cost of $2,800.00. 

We pulled the wings off and moved 1t into the garage to do some 

service work on the motor and plane. After lt was repaired, I 

went with Birger on a Barnstorming trip to Pa lm Springs where we 

landed on the north edge of town along the road and would take off 

on the oiled highway. 

The first night we were invited to the home of Mr. Gray, a Palm 

Springs pioneer. Mr. Gray's son and hig wife, Katie, were visiting 

from Portland, Oregon. Mr. Gray's son had a dance band and Katie 

was his soloist. The young Mr. Gray was interested in flyingg and 

later purchased a urtiss Jenny. One summer he operated at Newport 

Beach off a street that ended at the bay. Later it was reported 

that Katie was killed in a flying accident. 

From Pa lm Springs we went to El Centro for a few days where my sister 

and her husband had a ranch. On the flight back to Brea We stopped 

Leaving Palm Springs for Brea, we had to in Palm Springs for gas. 

fly up San Gorgana Pass. Head winds were so strong that we had to 

spend the night again at Palm Springs, leaving the next morning at 

( In my research I found the two attached articles on Birger Johnsen 
(at the Library of the Air Space Museum, Washington, D. C.- DCM 

daylight before the winds got so strong in the pass. 



BIRTH AND DEATH - BOrn in 0éoten, Norvay, Nov. 12, 
1893. 

EDUCATION 

MARRIED 

JONSON, BIRGER 

EXPRIENCE & ACTIVITIES 

RESIDENCE 

Graduated from Skieusfjordeus hekaniske Fagskole 
at Porsgrund. 

In 1914 he came to United states, a nd went 

to work as aeronautical engineer and drafts 
man with Walter Phipps, Mew York for a years 
later was with Bosch Magneto Company, Spring 
field, Mass. g as Magneto expert and research 
engineer. He enlisted in the U.S. Air Service 

�uring war as a Magneto expert, later trans 
ferring to the Engineering Dept. as engine 
ering officer. After the war he was assig 
tant to the chief electrical engineer of 
the State of California at Sacramento. 
Later he resigned on account of 11lness . 

In 1919 he bought a plane and for years he 
was in business for himself instructing and 
giving exhibition flights through California, 
Oregon, Nevada and Arizona. Tn 2927 he was 

senior pil0t on mail and pass enger run between 
Tarapico and Mexico City for Cia Mexicana de 
Aviacion S.A. Tampico, Mexico (now Pan American 
Railways). In 1928 he was with Travel Air 
Manufacturing Company, Wichita, Kans. test 
ing and ferrying, also in charge of Hutchinson 

In 1929 he was with China Airways, Shanghai, 
China as senior mail and passenger pilot 
on the run up the Yangtze Kiang River from 
Shanghai to Hankow, China. Last year he 
was senior pilot for the N.Y.R.B A. lines in 
South America on regular mail and passenger 
rns His total time is approxi1nately 5,800 
hours. 

SOURCE: Aero Digest 
April 1931 
p.64, V.l8, #4 

School of Aviation, Hutchinson, Kans. 
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