
Jlmerige ballpark , as fielclect . dreams 
FULLERTON - For more than 

half a century, it has been a 
fixture on Fullerton's landscape: 
the ballfield at Amerige Park. 

Through a Depression and a 
vorld war, through men walking 
)D the moon and "moonwalking" 
ln stage, Amerige's diamond has 
1parlded as a field of dreams for 
:ountless local ballplayers hop
ng one day to see their own 
ikenesses inscribed on a bronze 
laque in Cooperstown. 

Even though room has been 
r,a,fo-on th-e-fteld to accommo
late the growing number of 
occer enthusiasts, Amerige is 
till thought of as "a ballplayer's 
,ark." 
"It's a challenging park, espe-

_ially for bitters," said Commu-

\
nity Services Manager Wes Mor
gan, who, with Community 
'Services Director Ron Hagan, 
oversaw renovations recently 
completed to the site. "From 

' borne plate it's more than 400 
feet to dead center, and it's 30Q 
feet down the foul lines. The 
configurations are characteris-

. tic of classic old ballparks." 
Amerige's reputation is well 

earned. In its day, the field has 
hosted exhibition games with 
such legends as Hall of Famers 
Walter Johnson (who was born 
on the nearby Brea-Olinda oil 
lease), Joe DiMaggio, Satchel 
Paige and Bob · Lemon. 

Far more important in the 
field's history, though, have 

\ 

been the countless local ball
players - young and not-so

\ young - who have rounded its 
basesJor more than six decade§. 

grandstand was removed be• 
cause it had become termite 
infested and was declared a fire 
hazard. A brick snack bar was 
added to the facility at this time. 

Morgan said the city has been 
considering what to do in the 
way of renovating the facility 
since the mid-1970s. "A · 1ot of 
planning and a lot of community 
input went into the final plan," 
he added. "We think the public 
will be happy with the results. 
The field can now accommodate 
one baseball diamond or two 
soccer fields." 

One person who is very happy 
to see the field upgraded is Roe 
White, former assistant chief of 
the Fullerton Fire Department, 
and one of the many ballplayers 
who used to consider Amerige 
their "home away from home." 

Now in his 80s, White first took 
the field at Amerige in 1932, not 
long after he had moved to 
California from Detroit. An avid 
ballplayer, White had once been 
offered a contract w.ith the De
troit Tigers' farm team. "But 
they were only going to pay me 
$100 a month, and I was making 
$200 a month with Chrysler 
Motors, so I said 'no thanks,"' he 
recalled. 

When the Depression hit, 
Chrysler began laying off em
ployees, one of which was White. 
"I had an uncle Torrance, so I 
decided to come to California for 
a visit," White said. "That was in 
1930, and I'm still visiting." 

Landing a job first at a 
nursery, and then with Chrys
ler's West Coast plant, White 
continued playif!g 2.all in ...hia.. 

(Photo courtesy of FUiierton Publlc Ulnry) 
THE BIG TRAIN - Brea's native son Walter Johnson, center, played 
exhibition games at Amerige Park. One of the alltime great baseball 
players, Johnson pitched for the Washington Senators, who won the 
1924 World Series. 
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N icknamed "The Big 
Train" by sportswriter 
Grantland Rice, , 

Walter Johnson won 416 
games in 21 years with the 
Washington Senators. No 
other pitcher in this century 
has won so many. In addi- 1 

tion, no other pitcher could · 
have won nearly as many _ 
games with the teams for 
which Johnson played. 

When he joined the Nats 
in 1907, they had 

_, - yet to finish higher 
, / - ;~ than sixth place 
,~ - -'" ha ·• h ,_.. or ve_a pit~_ - _ 

erwho·won 
20 games in 

a season. 
Walter 

erry John-
son (1887~ 

,, 1946) 
soon·,; 

re~edied the la&r -
short~oming,·b~ ~ 

, , !.;:.-~/ 
. . '• '--:J/;~ - . . ·-.,t~~,+. 

".-.. •-~~t~,I 

onnAon 
even his talents couldn't 
immediately lift the team 
out of the nether regions. 
The Senators finished last 
or next to last in each of 
Walter's first five seasons, · 
even though he twice· ~~0: __ 
25 games. Then in 1912; ··-. ·· 
Washington vaulted t~ sec
ond place as Johnso~ .:::· 
racked up 32 wins, 303 
strikeouts, and a 1.39 ERA. 
When Walter suspended 
belief the following year, 
winning 36 games and _post- . 
ing a microscopic 1.09 :11~,.: · 
ERA, the Senators _r~E~t:: .,, . 
ed their second-place .finish~ - • 
Eleven more years p~sed 
before Washington ag;in 
returned to contention·. ., · 

Those who wrote Walter 
off, though, were in for a 
surpri,se. In 1924, with:'•:. ' 
Washirigton l~ked in~ f •.. , '. : .. -. . ,,. -~ . :~?;~~ _;1:·r}j . 

'; 1i.';:,,j'.'' 'J),' . 

-~;a~: . ~--~,;~' . 
,;(if'· ··.,; . , , . -uw·- .-. : 

season-long pennant fight, 
Johnson paced the AL in 
winning percentage, strike
outs, a~d ERA. His league- . 
leading 23 wins also helped 
bring the Senators their : . 

. . . . .;_~,.,.._.,.., 

first flag. In t_he World · .. ,~~-
Series, Johnson won th~:L• 

· deciding seventh game -~ ~;., 
relief .. The following se·ason 
he spurred Washington to a 
second consecutive pennant 
when he agai~ won 20. The 
Pirates, however, bested 

· · him in game st!ven of the 
senes. 

, _ The Big Train retired_~ a 
player after the 1927 sea-,:~· 
son. His 2.17 career ERA is 
the seventh::.best total e~er; 
and J oJjnson is the only 
pre- l 9b0s pitcher in the top 
ten all-time strikeout lead
ers. Johnson was among . 
the first five players elected 
to the Hall of Fame ~ -::~~\ 
1936. -~ - · . . '~~~~ 

I, J, , ---------
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~f, ·.1 , _ -t; Perrls, Bill . Rayburn . and t~;m;~-iii re 
~ti . ~ }llistoriciµ · f~bl~~rs 
d'¥K~ l' . . , , , am,, .,, tO . · •. , 1 • • 

1eiphia 1; St. Louis '6;_ ·neti'Oit 5i Hous- · :·.-: · :•. • · . · ,·. , , . , · ; ,: ; · ;_, · · · 

D:>dgers 4, Clevel~nd .2t San ttanc~co ;,au1Lr~•~ . BA~E·~~~;. $ttl\lt,IE' .. ' . : . ·11:~~ . . . 

:;: : ::

0

:A:~Elis ,•~'i: ·:::HiStOf iciHRl,$,archjf 1 ,Hs , ,· ,, 
oui:nament go up agamst touif\~F"op~ ·;:: .· ... J;_i. ;J;_..\f~.j} :~.;:dt~ gi ½;:1\v)i'•,i:1-f 

1• • 'i·i •::. t 1 • • . , 
1 

·. 

'.tr~ii:~::.bu;~- ~t,;Jdi~,:.:.~:i 1;\w a1ter:--:1&llffitih. ' )Ulinda' ,, Da ' s : 
nd-seeded' Manuel Santana or Spain : ·. ,. . ', :, • " . ",, " ,,,;!/ ' I ' \ •·., ' .. ·, ,, : ;j . ' -; , y 
r of I\ _m~tch between R?d La~erhu\~ ._, 'c~ditoll's . Nqtr: 1;11e, !~11<>y,::: th~ ·1ocal dr~gist, . .c~pta_lned Del . C~andall. He .,enjo;ed all 
Americas top hope, Whitney need Ot iti'g story, nl\ baseball 1mo_rtal tl\1s team. , .. , , ' . , : ot ' }:iis neighbors and friends 
will play tl\e winner of the Eiilerson• Wall<;t Johttson's \

1
assbdatl~h- ' 1But there \ ve~e 6thert . belore an:d ,par.took ot · g6od . home 

h. In the \vomt'n's division, top-seed~ with Olinda .\~~Jt~i\,s~~fl\~r ttils,- alJout 1903: _ Art ·cripps, co~ke·d food . and h~ci t1
1

~e to 
Brazil meets Edda Budding of Ger• ~\.ldbred LI;;! /1,i!\tO~~al(, ,re'. llube Cran_dall,_. : ~ob Isoet'l, saunter ac,osi the· street to the 

. ·.. ' . i(?r a ' ·: • . . . Claire 1-tead,'-Jac'ki Burnett, Joe ).. -' d J. . . , . 
•· . , ._.,· searcMr who ls i;omp11lng a,~, ,, ' ,.r Jo'·h" ·T· 'ff .,. A' t ... e· • \ower, ecK ot the old Stein-

,· , ., J ' • f Otll.'h ·~ .~ya6 n., , ,. , u re.,, r r r •->. ,_ " \ , . • 
. · · · , . , .: , iO-volume·h_lstory ·o .. . , g :ris , •i3m ,;,kayburn . ilfld •:JM .r_,,,~e1 general;s!i>re·;where he 

, ~ . . .. ~t ·· .. CO~t:\tY) : ... 11.•i . ·: -~.,: ._, · . ;i'. :-·t ·d~ke. :·Ah(fflTom ·Young :tH43'tOOk1his geit at - the J\oker 

rs, Left' JVs .. Lo··se A'' ;.g· a: ·.•,n· ' { . L~ I ~ · --:t" d . that village' b'ar'ber ,,.i/_aii ·t~tl.m•tti~ff: tah\e which was . ,always In 
1 wnen . Dtea 11nnexe ;1 a!l.er , · •. i• , 1 } ·- • • • •· 1 Th , ......... • 

. • · shl_p ot ) 11.tld· to -the norfl\ a~d , " ·, .' . ·: / · .,,." .: ,:,/ 1, ,'. : \' s~ss on. ~t ~..,. W!lter John-

H•igh· In· , , lnn···1·n· g · 1•11· . ' "'i 'eMt it' ac4illreci' th'e liltie, oil . :butlrlg t.' ~h~ !. 'we~;_' 'Wal_t~t ~1'.'9 indoor sp6~--' ' • I . -,.,:. owb 6f Olinda, which -is · )t9rl- JohrtMn plaY,ed wlth:fhe boys . 8 ! b.l'1l6D · , 
• ; . , , · . _r .-,•: \ '; iowM gr1>und,t8 \'ia'.se,ball ·fans· oni'the Full~rio1L Hfglt · ~o6i < ·, u~~Jo. , . ~~1 , I.ow To Lagu· n·a · Att·1s· ts· \VhO ·_:will·-,, '~ev~r f ,' forg~t ·, t~e ~e~rtj.,, .w~\~M9·:·fota'u,ley,'Chatf- · E. L. t>d~eny ·sa~)f the first 

I~ _ . . , . , ... _ , ,,__ , , ,, . .. · . Mme. o_f_ :Walt~r Johnson,_ the ma1_1 .1"\'lap~ge~ .. r,ttt1s; ~lls tlte oil well in 1~97 in ~the town ot 
• •, < , , • , • ' grell,t ·washington Sen i,;.t 6 r team. that pl'!lyM · mel'f to', 1a · · ' . · 1 • • , · • 

are left for I The1-e. are~ tO<.J 'w.a)fs· \6. lost\ tt ii'~f WY{6/ 6etome 1tn6-W~·:ai;, ''sfa'Wdslm ~ i6.'pnf-', 1~•· . .1905 ·, Wit'li ?11?~a . .;l>u~ ., a new -~aseba_ll · 
High teach- 8. is~hall { '~1t1e·" ~a'l't'a;:' !Ii~' P,-1~t B'tf,'i'_r!1ln,":'who'1h•19'24u a\;'W;/~pJfir\'g;-,'sc6rcl'e!!l!'-''ti,~;f i • ~laf er--~ated ~ore: 'of ~ stir ,' 
w perform- I har · Ju~ "are,-Olin_~a., \1i1g~ wis,,-voted tl},e ·.m~s~ .v,e,l,t1.~bl,e, ~aiP,lit.~~~ta Mii _Hlgn Sc116ol, m .~thos~ .~ays _t~~n a ne\V _well. 
- but the School -~s _ _seem_ 'W h!'-Y,e\ a mari' in .:tn'e: .A)ftericil.ti ·'L'~·agu,~, i!'i' ,wlitc17,: ~ohiispii f'~truc;k: ~jlt Jn -19~ WUter · Johnso~ re

na . be one II corner ?". versa,til~~ }1:1 ~ this and w.istv6_~ ,d· a pla,c~ 1n'b'a~e~ ,:17v,1a1W-'a •~_ot ·~t ~ · -~a~~ ( bf turnetl,,tp 1'.3te3: to play an ex-
y _g respec~. · ,,', 1. ,t, ... ; · •• :.:,.,::-•! ball's''Htll-of ·F.aJt\e!1n Coo~efs- Colemal\:froii\ Santa.·Anll!:fS:'n, hl~~,ti,OI,I, .Vflth-~abe ~uth ,and , 

·ead th is. · coach , Jim ifilleary's \ oug11~, tbwn;>;N:Y/ By't~I~ 'b!P~ ,h~ .. ~f\~ !tf<t,:t7?~'!\'te{(~~~:v!-as f\ria'.l!Y· _he _received 11; roy_ar-welcome. : 
reserva lions )uck 6utfit lps.):' \~~5, yestEi'tda, 'a~T~~qy;l E;~.t~~llshed I. a . -str11t.~. Lc!Heii-._,'ful~~v~, tliir'l>:~ys' _pif~h- He ~ed '.Deeernb'er: 10, ' 1946,. at . 
Junior High ~n the nlnth !i1ning,l6 'f,iiiuna: 9~t t~cpI'~:.:?!.::, 3497_ ar,~ J18:?: Jnr~~--~tfci';bl!ca~~tli~,,ns. t?v~~~r of 59;: ?~es,ving-,f1ve , . 
.id Leonard in a game pla~el her~; /;', ~' pt,'tcrifd .r~li,. no-hl~ ga1)'.l~_s :-,1!;~-~ ~!).~ 1Pl!g_;~ltl¢flo~~lf~e;r '.y~Ic: mo .1he~~~ .c11µa_ren,, h~_s Y,lfe · · 
11 and min- . , . -•: ... , . · ... \. , ·oik~, bet..v,i!en.Apnll..2.e,'l')a .M:aY: ·e~:f-,:01'~rmr.'1ta.ns~n. ·and;J3ob ,ha1 n_g. p~ect!~~d hlrii lh death. 

Ron Jensen .was ~ne lo~e'r, 1-i '1912,\ he pitched 56.'cohs~A '-M6F'(dde:tt·of·Piac~111ht ptavl!d ·T_hey We're 'ra1sed by his moth-
' I Laguna buntjhe~ ~ '~Ingle'. an'd· 4tlve scoreless inrtings;?\i'Xf. r 6ri':flilt;-niem1>rable ciiiyi li{d1d ~r. M.in'N.~ -Perry· Johnson, at 

itter" 1s · the/ dquble with _an ,, e;ror,, _.to l/ ....... laiis'tis Born ~-~·:: >:•X,Wa~ n·; .. :: '.'.~!1:P'~•;/fll).Iy:ard"" ·or -Waltet:~.~"Maryland fann. Ml5. 
sponsors to score 'the decider. :Brett ~o~f ,If. ,(Johnson was borrdn K!rll!&,fl-s,a'nt'tt'l'Ana: They could."p!()}ia,. lo!l;lson:·has ~ways said •that . 
.,,, presented ~-Q l~a~ as . ?aguna: ; s~c?red, buUaniido' 6Unda1 a-s·-a· yoU:tll bl#~iUf fo :tht! --deta11s:. ' .. ;. ;..,__ M~-'happl~st dayi were spent 
nd Wedne~·- thrice in th~ ·se~ond an':1.· ?~e with°{.his: •pjirepts, '-F,ra·, ,.. ., •-.'~· ······~::·:::, \ :::-• '•-->~ ~:./ ,:~n : _Olip,dai witl\. her'lwsband 
1n the Junior rnn each, ih ,the_. -~~i.f.d, ,and ;r;mmle,Pei:r°Y. J'ohn~i'i:;·• · .. . :. S~~ ,Ttcrln '--: .,,.,·,}: an~ffiffl.!bt·Children. , , ,. . 

,. fourth besides tlttlt 6fte.fo ·tM th . d r .~.ijf th' r~'i'€ie •J:lack-·:t<h'Qllrt'di;,i ,e,.,Jicife~ -.~ ~:-! - ,.,. · 
· ··. ninthi'Bfea :counti!'<i~a:'ga11'i)i'i er.a,n g ,n a · e · r~i:t,~ ea:ri,l",'.wtnd;r~c)tt.ar{atf~.( ' ,, ·{t·!fi.J~J ~lg\ii\,asi!)·a1i' ever 

; _become a the third. ) . :'· r<-r.· ,. :, • :, : ·, ,'' f~P'~m1a~~e•!:t , ndt llon'fy 's'e'a'fel'i'{o'f•,'J'le~•~<'5tJ'da lo'' cq);tl· ~ m~to
1
0rahge CoUntyl hope 

on the rec- . ·, · . · . · _' ',_ . ,. , .; , :
1 

• onosred · 1:,~seball b°tli ?e\i•' Jf~~~} /,rheY,; Oft~~'(t~'I( 6J'iffhe :4.1.11.t,re••Qli'tlda:wlll get first 
)revlous ~r-- C , ' ; .·.M, t·.,. '. s ' :uraged it during ~ork-b'.our~ •. boys;_!',t,,R!.ver~--~J.ieJe .Rul'.le El: consld~tttloh, -t?r they have a , ommon ·.· ar .·, ·-. by_ h'IElans of ~ll •:weed: ~ang,•:. 11s·_a~~t'.t.~~'Efast~~¥'pllly~~1'1?1' b~i~~-~~:s~rlne awaitl~g them. 
en · for this. · \ •~-"'~- a:, r,: ; which carried all·otthe eq\iip·. u'p .-t,~, Silt: -B~~dil'!~ ·to .;play , 'r·.-.- ,1 :-- . .,. ,· , 
Gibl)g, Light- W " ·,HI -.... '•·, ; - . : .. ment !o~ f- destr'oylpg :·.weed~; ~jfar11;st, th~ ~a~t~~-!~. Ra:Uroa.d Brea· '\ · ~~,, , c1u· b 
den, Sambo; on t urt -·· ' '· ·. plus·a },v b'aseb'all: mltts~arid t'j!~r#( \\{l~~r_e_ .the ' ~I'E\l!-t Indian . , \JU . 
gfish; Dave , ·. · ) " ·; 1:>_t\ls1 Af~r.fa' small :warm.up plaf ef, :,- la:ck ;,"~hlef" ¥y·e~ ;. : : ·'· _.:-:,-, ;'. .. ... · ·; ·- · ·· · SEMIF1 
' Little, Ev:t: ~- ' • • < I with· a hoe, they .tQOk to·:thHr Pl,aie;(t;. ,befor~ he_,'.b~cam~, t~e p. ·c1ent' C . Golf . C' 
lT>?hirP.; Bill u.s Pr'"ducts I. ' pitch!ngand . 4atching, . Pros'e\ -~ttt.-· ,M ·We ,. rq;ew . YoE1t . . res1 s. . up . ment P• 
Bill Jacoby. • V . . lytlngwasthe _orderofthe,day ,a, -:I~-_theywenttoR_iver~ ::, , 
1 Horan, Ras-'. . and .any pqtentlal b'all.playei: t~~-~ook the day and weh~by s ' . ··s s~ d Jerry l 

There ls n~ r_ea~on to be- was l~vlte<JI to-join the Olinda horse.,.~nd. ~a{riage, "and I! to em1s et· un ay left) ~l: 
• lieve the European Common W~Jls 'te,am. The result was a RlV'er!j1,de, the Santa F~ rolled ,, . . ,.' : . . (I . 

mJ~mbe~f Market wll1 hurt U.S. products, first class team • headed by a out a,: special · car· :for them Tw B: d ower 
e km M · Nelmes Thomas, Chiksan offi- kid pitcher · th~t never gayt! whlcl} they"boarded down at H b 

O
.. _re~n~ 1 anth ~ne L_a and Al 

}-
) c • arge cial told Brea Klwa I Cl b , · what· is now Atwood • a rau · are n e semi- · 
a Ander/0\on, ye.sterda ~ n 8 u. iu\ypne' a!1Y ' trouble, exc~pt a_ ; ,.,•· l .~ . . , _· , ·. · · · · '. t \ n a Is'· <?( · the fresldent's 
rn Murphey, Y batter. Hits C?~f of, him were IAt the end or every season, ,Flight matches, In 1the Pres!- Vive-Pres! 
1, Helen Bliss, And the United,, $t!',tes can so spa~se ~l}at his out~ie1ders ,fon more than 20 yea,_r$ Waltet dent's Cup tournamen, at Smart and 

rry -Bowland, ;ork with the group ·he said, sported the best tan in Oran'ge 'Johhsordetiirnerl to }\•j·~• l-io;:,;·~ Brea Golt 'Course Sunday. , 8nd Sid 
d Judy Na11h. arket nations , are France, County. · '· , " • ;;._ ln bllnda · to visit" with his · ; ' : Spiess, 
nclude CecllP. West Germany, the Benelux Well-Remembered ' famlly. With him re bt·cu - ··~ ' :roe Breans are Danny La. Final r 
mpanlst; Bill countries (Belgui,n. Nether- Brea . will . remember ; such a lbt of old ho•~"~r-, ' :- . delr~ Jr., who faces La Ha- ta· -T s 
eberle, Sam lands and Luxelnb6urg), and names ail Jol'm Craig of , Gra• •·•d!ll 'and he never ot too bl llra!l Jerry Bree11ng in. the ry re_a 
Grace KrE'ps Italy. Britain ls about to join ham and Loftus · Art Cripps to show th m h gth g lower bracket, semis and Al be pla}ed 

d 1 
' the group 0 11 ~ ' ' · e ow e gallt., Stockwell wno , meets Ben the same 

an lghts. · . pda Lana Company; Bob ls- was played or show them how ' • two final 
Such . markets, are the fore- bP.ll , CCMO ;· Charles Lloyd, he ·practlc~d-. his pitching , by A~guello In the upper ?racket B b 

,, runner of similar groupings 0 1\n!la Lan_d Compnriy ; Dutch aimlng at ' '- · knot , tiole ln 8 semi of the Br~a Mens · Golf are o 
ouse Is de- throughout the worl~. ThomfJ.S Bqlwn of CCMQ; .' Earl Brown; barn door. And ,he watchea'·a Club t_our~ey. ~ccordlng to Hyjek. 
the ancient was introduced "Y Al Neely Ral Perry Billy· Mel ~~n an· ,, new· , ,. f 1 . 1 . Ken Finley, club activities di- Next ev ·· h in f " , • , •~" "·• c,ono p •w e~~~or, 111'lP· ·• ,; , . , , 
U! a, ean- ellow Chlk!;an employe, who Cl , ude Buzzard., This was -a • long '· sl!'ch as. "Ark!e'.' :·vaughn rec.tor. • /. ' : ;" ' .. r ,,-' a match \ 

hlld the program · poµt 1908 1909 J' ' ' ' · . 1 • · ,I ·' · ' . . '. _, -~ ;.,, .. , ., or , ohn Martin,• and Willar'q Hefshbergrl" a~d . . _Seml-tlnal pairings l~ , the and home 
., • ; 1 'I,,,. ~ ,, ... ' , ,1,, .', ., • .• ~)·,, r, ' "''!" :i•1 11.,.\".' ,":'>~~ ... 'i,f,.l,•_·! '·\1,-(,J_ . . ... , .~ 1 ~f"•U"' .i,.• ,·\ · , , •• ,.: ·, 1- -~ r>-,' ".\~,'I r .·• ~•-.\,..,<\,:.~ .. , . .141,•·: • .• ;, , '. . .. .• 
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\sTON AGAINST WS ANGELES 
~ National Basketball Assn. cham-' 
ams open their series Saturday af -

"{ained tl1e .fina,Is Ia.st night with an 
over Philadelphia .- A running jump 
Jones in the final second of play 
109-107. . 

•. ) 

Little . lea 
Managers 
For, 11 Cl1 

Man-agers 
League baseball 
chosen this wee~ 
Cott, Brea ci ty 1 

rector, said last 
AboU't 170 boy, 

up for the Jeagu, 

RVICES FOR BOXER 
~eld tomorrow in Miami. 

• ' I '<'1 • . '',. ' ; ., ,·~, ' ~/1)¥, :· . so? eindt\'idulils ~ riot rt!adily iden- :; 
\ , I ~ • ) ' \ '.., ~;r )./ ~ 4)', J_ 

~ LEADS AFTER ONE ROUND IN, BIG TRAIN 'AND F.RIENb~ W'al- tified . . Those ' who can oe (left to 

Games begin l 
26 and end Aug 
annual All . St;; 
new sched ule J-. 

up to give boys 
rents time for v, 
tice starts next 
schedule will 
games on Satur, 
and Wednesday E' 

high school flelc: 
Alter school Is 

1une, games will 
Monday, Wedne~ 
day evenings. Th 
which runs frOJ 
Aug, 28, will ha' 
on T u e s d a y, ' 
Saturday, Wonac: 

... rnament at Augusta, Ga. He shot tei Johri'soi'l, (c'e'nter, m bkie\5~nhmi-
1

' right) ··ate '. Jde Wagner, ithir~ from 

to lead second place . Julius Boros 'form
0

) • greets· . former '• 1te¾mmlif(!s . · left; ; fiayett~ '.Lewis, seventh from 

,nold Palmer, Gardner Dickinifon; ·wfien he returil'ed to 'd!indii ' in·i'i926 · left; :eighth 'from left_Bob !Isbell; 

~e Souchak each shot 70; •. , ,, for ,, an' exhibition game against'.- a ' :,.';. hinth. froni left'°'Joe ;Burke.' (;Hist&ri-

... .... ., t e ~ m. which included ; Bab~· i Riith. ~ ;- ; cal · PubliSberi;; Photo) , 
I'ION OF BASKETBALL COACH~ . . . ,· . ' .. . . .. . . ' ,. . · . . . . 

tate's Jerry Lucas as the ot.itstanci- · 
player in the ·nation for the sec- · 

, , .. ,/'-, ::: • l 

,, / '.. / 

TS TERRY DOWNf;S _A ND·.,,' 
sting for their Friday ~ight : ·ti tie ,,f: 

es is recognized as champiorf in : r 
r .is a slight (7-5) favorite_ •... ·. ···"•'' •r' 

. : . , -_.,. l ':. , ~, '· 
. 1·, . . \' .·. 

RWEIGHT CHAMPION CHAR- .'.tfi;" 

le on 1.he line tonight agafust' Ot'- ";Ji 
at Olympic Auditorium in r.ps: ~ : ·ii,r 

:AL AAU MEN'S SWIMMING 
~ht at Bartlesville, Okla. , with two 
crowned. Roy Saari, a 17-yea~:.:Old 
•t froin · El 'Segundo, Calif! Won 

i-4j r.tyle event in a record 16:54-1.t He ·, 

Teams and ma 
follows : Don Car 
Leonard Hobbs a 
mick, Cards ; Jir 
Bob · Bartlett, f 
Laffoon and Ji 
Br aves; Frar' 
Giants; Rusty 
Charles Robinsor 
Lanz, Pirates ; C 
der and Ken REj, 
ger!; ; Bob Bickle 
devar, Cu bs : Don 
gels and Bill 
Maurice Houghtc 

Pony, _Col 
To Name 

· Slate Mo 
Brea Pony an 

·organlza tion me 
· 1 p.m., in Brea 

School to name 

wim the event under 17 minutes. · · 

hry; EVADA LIGHTWEIGHT BOXER 
·o.ridition after being shot last night , 

,, draw up a sched 
president, a nno 
day. Meeti ng t i 
hour earlier tha 

. He is 24-year-old James ·Feaster. 
wounded in the right shoulde~• by , . ., i . 

.Johns at Johns' home in Laa'Veg. OLINDA 'bILERg.:'.....'..Eari:fd~it lo~ i•1 • i.:,man~ge~),1 Bob Isbell, Claire Head 

Johns on a charge of assault -~ith basebal~ team ~~ tM''~~r ~'f,'.,O~p~a'i.'',,'..;1\nd 'l~c\< ',Bt.Jrnett: 'Seat~ · (1.e~t to ;. 

,'. I·. · •. ;, :: :,. ;, • 9il -~.e~ ~Jul? l'.•!iS ~erri~er~;- pk' 1 ·~ht }k are ~:'Joe Wa~ner, John Tuf- . 

· , /-,·;;",; :r,H013/~ -¥r,· .. ,' ;t.90~••~1· · •· : .· ·,:it.Art~ Perris, ~11_1 Raybur~ . ~P...? . 
BASEBALL:;--CHIC.t.<ttl i ~ ~ :;,";·ertti/,.Wi . -·,j{~ l<~: " (f(istoricf\}_ /.•~ bl~ ~r• ·,_,: 
Kansas City 6: New Y6r~·M'.~ f5; •' ' · •j . ' •· ...i ~fi(~~/ij ,:-,• · · : ' ,., . ._, t : 

(v1 lage m .. ,. · .• ( , ·, • 

hia l ; St. Louis 6, Detroit 5; Hous- . 1 • • ,: '· • , ': 
1 

, ; 

gers 4, Clevel~nd 2~ San F rancl,sco 'BUILJ .. IN BASEBA · , H INE' . . , ··· '· '1,' ' 1; ·, ., 

nesota 6, Baltimore 2. · ,. ,.', 

. , I ' t·:, ·:'.,, \• (• ./ . / : I 

The P,my Le 
13 and 14 will I\ 

Th ey will 
Thu rsday and S 
lngs. 

Colt Le·ague I 
16 Wjll throw J 
ton .. again thi. 
teihns will repr 



TRIBUTE TO JOHNSON - On June 21, 1947, President Truman 

unveiled the Walter Johnson Me~orial Pl!111!1e ~t G~ S~diom, 
Washington, D,C, With Truman e Walter•; mother, Minnie Jolin

son (dark dress and hat and wil te glpves \: Edward Landon (hold

ing drape), who cast the plaque;J and 'Clark Griffith, now deceased, 

former owner of the Wasbln,rto~nators. Walter became J,;nown 

11s "The Big • "I:rain.'1 He racked , strl!te-oµ.t record of 3197 and 

-R!_tcb!l.J.!!Lno-hlt:Jal!l~tw p 2 and May; 14. 19~ 1111 

pitched . 5fi . consecutive scoreless innings. He pitched 11' games a· 

which he allowed 41• opponent .no runs. In 1m hi' wa■ voted the 

most ,Nalua~le P.la~r in the American, Leal\ltl, at which time he 

was votf/d a place in hasball's Hall of Fame at q»operstown, N.Y. 

Orange County remembers Walter as the boy who never forgot 

hls home town, Olinda, and who always came from the big league 

•~~S!IP,S loaded with • reject b~ bplla which he presented to the 

lma1l fry, of the 'l'illale for tlleir phctlce and play, 

■ : F M I 11 f --~ - - - -----
-A~A Jj~llft1 fJOu.zrtA/ ~E:PT: It, t 'f l 

~J.. ,, .~ 

PARENTS - Mbmle and Frank Johnson, parenta of the immortal baseball pttdaer of Ille Wash 

Sellaton, were IIUU'tied Ja Iola, Kauu; July 2. 1885. They were the paruta of m dllldre& 

waa horn ID Bamlloldt, Allen County, Kauai, Nnemller I, ll87. Be died Dee. 111, 19"- Ill 1899, 

ue qf 12, lie came te Oliada wffll ldl part11ll. Bia father - a loader and teaimter for the Saa

Company, and Walter helped him dmlac Illa .... u-. After Mr. JolmMn'I deaill 1l(n. Job

to live an Maryland with Walter, Wilen Ille lleJ,ed to nlle Illa nve dlldna, after tbefl' 

JGIIIII motlier died. In -fact Ille raised Affll l(rallllclllldn, when Ille lost lier daughter wllo 

r of two tiny clllldrell. Now 91 ,..,. old. Mn. J...._ livel ea a Jarm la Mar,laad.. 

•coa41111111 Eddie, w11ere Ille nlll 411111111 la ...... _. mufq Jler owa flat&er and 

for lier &line ,rea ............... a. ...... Jin. Wllldle. who liftl la Fllllertaa...,. 

..... 11 a men llllleUIIII ,.-. a. ... __. IIR life la mulDI peta of~ 

llcl1ac1llla Wder'• ........... .,. .......... ..,. ., - ......... ... ........... . ' 



EV.EN 'B G TRAIN' 
P!!S~.E .!~~~~~ 1 

L • ""'." .. ,. ll er la Onlll9• llll with th• ,tqrt•cl .... P le9e11cl Ii~~~ y21 ~Mac• -'1111( to i,.coqi, 11 b twffk__. orb~M "'b t :i:~:~~oa Qpecl t11• ~ 1,all pik:llin~ Cit~ ,:. ) hole ~ ma Olin ,vhich Jcrter Wal to WUl 
niclm11111• "Th• B • "] l BJ yoBIIA )IJA.C ABTIIUB . Bob Iabell who came to Olinda 
Walter'$ 

8
• to work ~d pl•_v },all, ha• just in 1904 at ..,, retired. after 50 f continuous servtce, 

This-quiet, soft•B 
who tui'ned down 
3ea ttle and 
,Jayed ball with 
~ams for 30 year 
lives ther-e with 
ing wife in their w 
at the top of the 

lsbl'll has Jots o 
tell about g~es 
with '1The Big Tr . . 
ing one in whi 
blew up. 

had a virit 

~ i.;,.,:,,..,,,_-.--:- s al 
back room of a sa, 
the fans milling aho 
th~ir b~ts. An9th~r . 
ter

1 Guy ¥eats and 
a _horfle-a-1}4, bµggy t o 
RIVera for a Siinda 
rrti~ time we change 
ill, what we took to 
~er~d henhouse n e 
~eld AJld a, ;i. con13eqp 
ppent I g~ part of t 
ll!ld 11ome of the next f 
!3C{~tchlns." 

Re~•ll• Wild G1une 
l3ob hfd more to' 11ay • 

~alter.' He w11~ a ini,n.i 
jltqle~e, weigh!nJ abo~t 
pound111 wltll Jon arrn 

f:.w!~~~t 

Mcfiln~t'1 tttl,lll't• , m • •'-rt•f. • dtrU\a M 1 

E
=:.'l ':..~. w .,~. 1n Ul• 11¥-w • -4t lll Ml throw to 1I 
Wllttl h• played with u1 •• a ktcl h• mad• • few faJ-' tttol\10111 btfofe he sat th• btU' tu~ te talt, •ut when ht ret~ed 
after th• eftd of the "llf ll l\t p them there fa1ter d 
~hter than anyone •· 
ff,rt _. lince, I~ wa1 1uJcW to 
ti, '8 ftMl a bl8I on blm, . ••t M\ly NW Walter pi h 
- wUd PIil• and tlwi 'lhS ht IP t>loro, '1 I1bell c:ori~• u.£ •'That i!ay he damn ~e 
to1;t dQwn the bacgtop. l{e 
never offered an alibi or 91,n 
exouse for himself and Ile ex
pected none from otb 
WJJatever errors · were 
~~ beJµpci hl~rwi;r• 
ple_~ly lpored." - · ? 

,T~bn Tuffree reaal!s th 
pt!$• in San Diego wlltcb wa 
Walter'• first outsld• appi'ar. 
~ witll the O)inda. team. 1 

)f~ll• 11hift Unifltl'lft• 
''Therit was no 1ult f pr 1\Jm weu," he said, "110 w 
t~~d 11oine D<W• and en9{11 

i
. d the result wall that Wal

• 1hfyttall was o~t after 
fr)" P.itc4, }Jj1 ~nta hi 

welJ ,above ih• inee111 1 d 
~ey were tc,o tigllt to 'bqc)sfe. 
ts cap was so liJnall tijat 

Witll ev.J'Y piteb it 'rea• up 1111 •~ dJ'Opped oft. Ke 
A twl\11 ri\,l>inC, w ieh 

' d •Vt O' t. 
et "4 h fe u ht w 

Jiad tile entll't cro 
for htm.'' 
, Jqtll who Jul• i:.J:w.r 

Wilt•r'• f • m I§ 10k to JCanus, th 
1 di tamtly mov• 

to t • old JoJmton hem• Und• and lt wa• Jiere that 
'J~lter atway1 retu1'J'ltd to 
visit whtn h• Cllffl• welt, "I went -to- J,u1tned t:olleflJ f1l Santa J.na with Walter u d 
bi1 1lster Jlltrle," McR1Y11Dld• 
aid. "H• only 1tay1d a abort 

time, Our co).!ege pr ofessor 
ju11i couldn't underst~nd whT 
anyone y.,ould c:tu it school t o 
play professional baseball." 

· Loved Poker 
Jim remembers Walter's 

Jove of poker and there w as 
plenty of poker played in the 
Olinda oil fields in tbe,se days. 

Jim 11aw the famous F uller
tqn-Santa Ana. High School 
game on April 15, 1905 with 
Walter pitching for Fullerton t 
which ended ill a 0-0 tie after 
15 innings. Not one per SOl'l 
whQ saw that game bad th) i;lightest semblance of a voice 
left when it was called ,no 
on accoqJlt of darkne111, bu 
from sheer extiau.Uon, Mc 
Reynolda declares. 

J'qllertea Fre1hMU 
Stanley Chapman !if 

len~ wu the mlfll 
th• Fullerton High 
tetm Jn hia COJY of " Thirtftn,' the ae 

1 ot that year, wu 

w. wu much 
al ,o ~ from. 

of th• team Wit 
AC1 WR If 
. lt1u 
WllwiJ 

'IIG TIAIN'- This photo 
of Walter Jeh,,_,. wa1111k-
•" at the DeQk el hi9 '°'"' with Wahington. s-te,s. 

Tannu; ~ ..,.lle
Fdden; ... laft - lelfl. ~ 
Selwba;ceDWltkl. 
)CmWlSan; rtpt fletd. Lloyd 
~; 1YbetitU-. H..-okl 
B~; JUDallll', llluM1 ~c. Wita dis. liM-UJ) 
~upmu.vtatUfPftl••\ ineeiallY tbe 13-ilmilla pme 
.. &qi. .. Hip lcllaol
'.l'IIP,. ii no reason whf our 
~•lda't be audl atrong_. ._.,,. becltUff we will 
~ Ila,- the Uttl• fDa1unall 
;JdtnSDD Ult awiftut uutcw
pitdle 0ranp Cou.ntrl • 

. .... y_. 
... ..... th. 

t.u. •• 



I.FANNED B~ JOHNSON - Santa Ana High -~chooJ team, 1905. It 

was ~gainit this team that Walter Johnson· recei~d-his first taste 

' "f fame. After 15 innings, the score was o-o. The game was called, 
ii • 

I 

but not until Johnson . had struck out 27 players, and the· opposm, 

moundsman, Coleipau, had fanned 17. Coleman Js third from the. 

Ien, · standing. I -
:CZX ""' 



BASEBALL -GREAT-Wol
ter Johnson had just start
ed his 30-yeo r core.er in the 
_ma jors when this pholb 
was t aken in about J 907. 

.Jtly-Day Teammates 
f@II About 'Big~t rain' 

<ia • ------ I. 

on $10 a month, eating in the 
company boarding house an 
sleeping in the bunk houses. 

Games Recalled 
N'e:ver did any team have 

such solid backing as these 
boys · had. Olinda wa:s a de 

· velopment of the · Santa F, 
Railroad whicq had pough 
the property fl:om D.oheny 
Whe~ the bo_ys had.to trave 
they went first class. For 
game at Rivera, a distance o 
25 miles,. tJ:iey took their 
horses an~ buggies part way, 
then continued by rail. For 

_1ps Oown bheseoa~t .. J o~ an 
Diego or to Los Angeles ·or 
Glendale, the railroad officials 

ppli,ed a special• 1iraiJ\ , for 
[t.hem which pick,ed them ·UJJ 
~ a slding in t}te nearby 
~ of Richfi'eld which is 
IJUUW called Atwood. . 

The incentive fyr' the gath
~ pf this talent' was th'.e 

e of J oe B11rke ,and Art 
rfis t? have ,. a .~g; that 

d ,._beaF t he San Bernar
snop team which. num

:bered an:iong iti; players .'Jack 
= !:_yers, the ~t In-

~-ine New YorlcQjants. 
Tl\e' Olinda boys also had 
sotne fine competition when 
they tackled Rivera, where 
Ted Easterly ahd Rube Ellis 

eld forth. 
One unse1$\ed c o n t es t 
~~ '!"1'MI . ·::;: , In, . ~ 

l'letweep Olinaa s,.J§_Jlfn:P t : · 
Jack -~urn et t,!~njff~ . .' . 
:My:ersr- Burnett w.on: th.~· 1;ogs 
by three feet with the wh:'ole 
.town l;>et~g on the outcome. 
~ umett was a fine ballplay
rf but was addicted to mis
,chief in ~very form, whether. 
~t was taking the sack wit 

~

·m as he ran bases, or over 
rain\ng before a game. H 
ever deviated f r O r,:i. thi 

c~urse e;ven when, he ·pfaye· 
with tl\e St. Louis Browns. 

(Next Week: Mildre.d 
• Y or~a MacArthur continues 
the Walter Johnson story 
by re P orti111 what she 
leai,ned .of early· baseball 
lo,e from Geo.rre Kanunei:. 
er of Fullerton, the late 
Georre Meats of Ounge 
Joe Wafller, John Tuffr~ 
and o•hers who knew th 

eat ltcher. • 

SERIES AUTHOR 
KINSWOMAN OF 
FIRST SETTllR 

Jlildnd y_._ Jbc.Ar
tbur, who wrace the se
ries of stories OD Walter 
Johnson which begins to
day in this sect.ion, is a 
member of one of Orange 
County's pioneer families 
and is a personal friend of 
the "old-timers" who tell 
about the early days of 
the great ballplayer. 

She is a direct descend
ant of Orange County's I 
:first settler, Jose Antonio 
Yorba, who came to Cali
fornia with the Portola I 
Expedition in 1769. , 

Born on Rancho Les 
Pinos in Placentia, she Is 
the daughter of Alonzo 
Yorba and the late Jua
nita C. Tuffree. She at
tended law school at the 
University of Virginia 
and HasUngs College in 
Sm Francisco. She is au
Illar of the book "Cali
tll'Dia Spanish Proverbs." 
~ last year. 
.-. MacArthur is on 

'- of The Golfer and 
Ulan.Y bls

anjcles 

~~ 



'TH( BIG TRAIN' Th ' · 
mok,ng baseball histo;si~rWesho~ Walter Johnson was token' in I~ 

.____ a ington Senators. He set 3497 st 

BASEBALL LEGEND 

They Still Talk 
About 'Big Train 

[One of baHball's greats.' Walter Johnson, soared out of 0Uadcr 

,Grade School, Fullerton High Sphool and th• oil field teame ol '-

01\nda to mail;• a shamble■ of the American League record book 

during his 30 years aa a pitcher for the Wa■hlngtoa Senators. MUdrecl 

Yorba MacArthur ha■ traced bis ■tart In Orang• County la Cl MrlN 

of 'ri■lla -1th old-timers who !mew "Tb• Big Train" when ••• H~ 

I■ th• flrat of , her four-part llluatrated gllmp- Into ■o- couatr 
hl■tory never before publl■hed.] 

BY MILDRED YORBA MAC ARTHUR 

.In Orange County there is a half~deserted little hamlet 

called Olinda. The silent jack lines continue to pump 

liquid gold from under its suL'face, where a driller by the 

name of ~~ward L.:.}2<>~B;iv,ai:* th; .first oil well~ 1897./ 

""'Each spring wheI\ the near

by . hills turn from brown to 
1 

green, talk turns to baseball 

among ,those who knew and· 

loved ar;id played witli tlie im

mo~-tal . Walter, .Johnson. He. 

was a native of Kansa,s, but 
!his· b o y\h o o d was spent in 
ISouthern' California, where he 
·}.i,ved ·with his, parents, a si~
tei;-, t]µ-ee brothers and his 
1O1',nidpa Pel't'Y, 
1 

,'' ,S~e.ouf Record 
'" The gteat•pitpner who 'be
came known -as ' IThe Big 

lain" r~cked 1,1p a strik~ 
t rec o r ·.d of 3497 ·.and 

pl, che<l two no-hit games. 
Once, ,;-between April 2 al).d 
:r.t;ay 14, J912; he pitched 56 

. ecm~ve ac~esa innings. 
e plt-C"hed 114 games in 
'.)lfula he alloweli his oppo

ne.nta ~o runs. In 1924 he was 
the 1110St valuable play, 
ih• ,AmeriClll Ji,ague. 

!AJIGkM ·W~.::,Vote4 • place in 

~-"·· 'mu of Fanle at ~Y. 
Jft "Wla 'born 

~°:-

to onncnr.-rJ..e aHendea gracte 
sch90l i1' Olinda, high school 
in Fullerton and one b r i e f 
t erm ?t tJk Santa Ana Busi
ness College. During summer 
vacations he drove a team of 
}\or,ses for,,hij father, who was 

ai?t~~ter • • l~der for 
~e Sau.ta tu 'Oil :ec,..· • , 
~ n;tany ::others ve 

coveted evety phase his 
l)~sebaU ca~r with the 
iqgton Senators, his life, as an 
adult, 1iis illness and death 
Dai:.' 10, 1946 at the age of 59, 
we prop95e to recount his boy
hpod as\ told, by several old 
friends. ': 

~rly. D•ys Traced 
These include team.t\lates 

who J)layed ball with him on 
the old Olinda'. ball team, oth
ers who were on the Fulle 
High School team with J 
8')n ~d the men who wor 
with hilu in the oil fl 

atoriea offer a ~~----~ toky'a a ·~=-..... "P.t 

TffiFOimda"'aam-consJBt,~ 
of Art Cripps Rube Crandall 
Bob Isbell, daire Head, Fay-

wette Lewis, Jack Burnett, Joe 
agner, John Tuffree, Art 

Pertia, Joe Burke and a boy 
named Rayburn. 
.lt W!LIN. good fortune to 

~lt,r'• catcher, the 
1 ~Meat.a .t. Oruge, 
who went wilb- Walter to 
play in the Western League 
where Johnson pitche.d 85 in

nings without a score against 
him. a;, 

Remembers llalter 
Another member of the 

team was Bob Isbell, his first 

baseman, who reported for) 
his :first day of work in the 
oil fields wearing a baseball 
uniform. Bob lives in Olinda 
and has just retired after 50 
years with the same oil com
pany. 

A third member is Joe 
Wagner, a successful real 
estate dealer in Anaheim. He 
remembers Walter as a 
clumsy, loose-jointed kid who 
stumbled over his own feet. 

A fourth member of · the 
team is John Tuffree, a citrus 
grower, who for many years 
was president of the Anaheim 
UI\ion Water Co. and the 
Placentia Mutual Orange As

'Sociation. In recalling his 
days in the outfield when 

~ was deing the pitch

-~ says: "All I ever 
~--:wt there in center field 

~~ tan from standing 

~ w~someone 

te:~-a hit oltefWalter." 

~ l!Opt,-Ficht ~ 
~ we ge\ into baseball. 
~ i,. we» if we IOie 

• • ----- abaat. Olinda as it 
waa in tile oil boom days. 
ll waa lib a college town. 

w-_ ,,. .ecuauoa hall 

.a ....--.. _.., __ _,al ~ where 

r~l!Cl"UI' 
hQUSe8 on the lease. i 
-pracijced baseball before.pd 
after, work ancI roundei:I 
their own crowd for 
for which their ~ base 
Bob Isbell, played the v1',lin 

and also led th~-:»rchestra. 
All of the officiaJs, -of the 

oil company were unofficial 

ball scouts. Proselyting wa~ 
the order of the day, but i 
was a sporting sort of a deal 
because everyone was doing 
it and there were no law 
against the .prarc&Ice.. 
those hired far :jobs wer 
given plenty-of time fo trai 
for their Sunday game. · 
was done by means of 
"weed gang." Its members 
were given hoes, rakes an 
shovels- and told to P. ou 
and abate the fire hazards. 

They disappeared into the 
nearby ter.rain and: praeticed 
their pitching, catching and 
fielding, and when they felt 
exhausted they sought the 
shade of a nearby tree. This 
gang was shepherded about 
the hills by a kindly, interest
ed, mature gentleman who 
acted as father eonfessor, 
coach and strong arm. He 
was a combination o( Arch
bishop Sheen, Leo Durocher 
and Jack Dempsey, a man 
'Who could start or stop any
thing. One of the most· suc

cessful and besi loved was 
the late Frank Kuhn, father 
of SC's All-American center; 
Gil Kuhn. 

The result of this happy 
1 t a t e of affairs was that 
Olinda was the .mecca of all 
a s p i r i n g ballplayers. HO}V

ever, many turned down big
league ball club offers in fa
vor of ranching or ~ better 
pay that was ofle · t 
Gil fi.,r& where -t: 
,ot frifm $1.50 to .50 a day, 
a tool pusher from $2 to $2.50 

land the belt drillers goot $3.50t 
A man could live like a king 



'THE BIG TRAIN.' 
EASY ON UMPIRES 

~arty Coaches and Teammates Recall 
Johnson's Boyhood in Olinda Oil Fields 

[This is the second in a series about Walter Johmon. on• 
of baseball's greats. who got hla start with the Olind11 oil 
field teams and at Fullerton High School. Last WMk Mil• 
dred Yorba MacArthur traced the high points of Johnson's 
21-year-career with 1he Washington Senators and intro
duced you to some of the old-timer1; of Orange County who 
played ball with "'l'he Big Train" when he WCIII Ma: kid 
who stumbled over his own feet."] · 

BY l\llLDRED YORBA MAC ARTHUR 
TI1e 'old-timers who knew Walter Johnson both as a kid ' 

pit-cher who was too hot for them to handle and as a pokeij 
pla_yer in the old Stein and Fassel general store at Olinda 
have Jots of stories to tell about "The Big Train." But 
1:h~y're not the ones that were printed in the newspaJ)ers 
when he was breaking records with the Washington Sen
a tors. · 

George Kammerer. now re. Gi'immin_g~r an~ Tom Saint 
t ired and Jiving in Fullerton, took their buggies and.vent 
was • 0 ,,e of the oil industry' n a wat~1-rn.elon hunt. ·The7 
fi:nest drillers and operators, ~ade qmte a b,aul, 0 !11-Y ~o 

discover that they'd stolen a 
w~o J1~lped ~o add_ to the Jot of citrons, which look Uk;e 
gaiety of Olmda life. He the real thing bu.t are abso
didn·t play on tlle Olinda Jutely tasteless. 'I'hey al~o 
team , but he remembers came o,ff second best wf:en 
:\Valt~r .Johnson well. He they decided ,to appr opr te 
• " . . four ch1cl~ens lfro.n a fel w 
sa,r5.: Desp ite t he · fact that worker, Sam Schulte.- 'l' ey 
W~.>lrt· neither drank nor made the mistake of in'vi jug 
smoked, he was a real man's him to their feast . Sarp. W<i$ 

n'li1n· All the world around so impressed by 1.hei.r hoi;pi
~ym was. good. He looked and tality t hat he went home and 
~ l istened and h~ smiled." t-0Jd his wife, who ill i,the 

Kammerer laughs heartily meantime had counted.I • 
when , he tells about , the and discovered she was f . 
evj!ning t~at he and J oe shy. 

ke . Mike Melrose, Fran)<. She niade tbe boy~ pa 

lsah)J chlokw, :\! 

ends lt A~•11n 
re ltUlte stre1mous 

tt'l\e Olinda boys rent• 
:a,. bn:it from Harry ttels
n,, wllo put their night 

es oul Jn ll'rlday so by the 
the boys got there on 

ur,tay with the beer there 
ts Dlenty of fish for every

•• ~ ho might drop l.n-. · And 
tMy usually did. 

This was the Olinda ol Wal
Johnaon'11 boyhood.' 'f h e 

t ,ol a · new ballplayer 
ted more exictement there 

bringing, in a new oi 

urke, the team's first 
. w~s the man tQ 

m Walter gave much cred
it for ' his early coaching. 
!Burke started as chief clerk 
in the offices of the Petro
eum. Development Co. Later 
e was in the County Clerk's 

office in Santa Ana. Follow
·ng that he studied law, be1 
came an Assemblyman and 

lly was U.S. District At
y in . uis Angeles • . He 

l9ng hours wi,th 
in frpnt of the 
e barn . Whi<;)l 
backstop for ·the 
t he had to ,let 

t l\,not Hole · · 
second ma)lager 

g, the vill11ge 
aid 19 cents 

n 
w 

"Not with 
hortl)\ before 

Wafter's catcher, 
Meats of Orange, ha 
say-about Walter. "H 
easiest man I ever ca 
spite his great $ 

threw ll light ball ·and 
~ot' '\911's--.o perfect 
alv.:iJ/1 ,got whati YO 
tor. l!. could have ca 
ftn •·a rdcking cha iL· 
was I before -anyone 
IIP with ~he idea o 
IJC)Ve. Nowadays 
a poc;)cet in them r 
p 's nest. I don't 

guys ever mi 

Never B 

nntn,s wUh 
againse, hifft,. ~ 
$140•~ 
~I. $100. A 

CIUf •=.-:i:,~ 
tlhnnb. He -in ~ 

w.iws 
, :he wasa'I -~· Sfp .. Widj 

alter just eou 
e that Ile W1'8 r 
big league. He 
ight be push 
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f b~ball team was the first' Olinda , 
, Oil We~ cl~b, as members looked 'n 
,, l9?3;: ~Jiipg_- <left t.o right) ~ 

. Cn__pp!;l I,t.r1he eran~~-11 T ~ , l 
{ 

( v,iJJ. .,,,; ._ ._ ,'' 1 ,.:...,"ffl.. , ,., ~ Youn.i 
,, ~e. ~ -who acteo ~~~ " 

and 
right) are • Joe v;, 
fre«, Art eniS; ' 

TRAIN ,4ND FRID."\iDS-Wal
Johnsq~ c:enter, ¥1 baseball uni

) ~ former teammates 
en 'he :rehitlie«;l to Olinda in 1926 

exhibition game against a 
"ch in~ded' Babe guth. 

Some individuals are mt readily · 
ti.fled. Those who can be (left to 
right) are Joe Wagner, third from 
left; F-,ette' Lewis. seveaa 

I t.lJ 

left; eighth from left Beb Jsllell; 
nintb fl09 left Joe Burke. ~ 
cat lJIM I a fholD) 
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nexed 1111¥ 
enol& 

the little C,O 
which js hal

d to~ fans 
never ' forget tbe 

Walter Johnson, the 

ashingtOn s~~or 
ho ~ as 
Train," w'ho 1924. 

ed the m~H"'aluable 
the Amerlca:n League, 
voted a place in UIII!" 

Lba\i's Ha,ll of J!'a.me iii Coopels
'tow,11, Ni'l. By this uipe he had 
a.JS'eady est~d: a -strike 
out record· of and had 
pitclied hvo .no-!E .anli 
once, betw9.~ and )fay 
14. =!.912, be~ consee-: 

v~~onle$stt5-

~= ,wl1la'. his ns. ~ au 

EP-E: Jlsfa-
d . were em-
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!Jig ~~:111ck ~t ·on1y 
~ ball, but en

ft during work bow:s, 
ot. ll "weed gang," 

all of. the eguip-
r destro)'i]lg wew, 

i;nitts and 
sm,all warm-up 

took to theli' 
tching. Prose 

or. the 
ball J)la 
the Oli 

result" 
headed b 

nevie, g 
le, 
f him 'II' 

outfield 
ninO 

~= ~= Rube trand ~;,~ 
~AM 
vi_llage barber 
lll(llll!l"-

i:'.Jf 
on. :,ae 
team, 

; 
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~ faJJ. 
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.. ._.. · s' ijifcli-
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1e4SY,~ did 
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With hiIY, re 
old b.,~, .. •·- , 
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d or show 
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Lang Arm Fram Olinda 
By Mildred Yorba 1\1acArthur 

D
os'T LET ANYONE tell you that 

the Angels or the Dodgers 
brought baseball to Califor
nia. for history will prove you 

wrong. Let us turn back the pages of 
baseball. to the little to\\;n of Ql.i.whL 

• situated in the northeast corner of 
Orange County, about fifteen miles 
from the present California Angels 
stadium at Anaheim. Olinda is where 
£ . L. Doheny brought in the first oil 
well in 1897. It was a shallow one, with 
a short wooden derrick . It is still being 
pumped by means of a series of silent 
jack lines , which connect with the 
many other wells that were brought in 
later. The village is almost deserted , 
except for a few employees who live in 
the company houses that dot the low 
rolling hills. Recently the state decreed 
that Olinda should have its own histor
ical landmark. However. the most· 
vivid and lasting memories are of 
baseball and a young boy by the name 
of\.\~ Johnson. 

Walter came to Olinda with hi~ par
ents. Frank and Minnie Perry John -

52 

son, at the age of twelve. He was born . -0pponents ~ runs. In ~ he was · on a farm in Humboldt Allen County, · voted the M.,..Q:fil Valuable P~ in the Kansas. on November 6, 1887. He died . ; American League, and joined other December IO, 1946, but not before he · greats in Baseball's Hall of .Fame: at had rung up records that have only · Cooperstovm, New York. 
recently been tied or ~roken. He was Walter, as a youth. was already per-called . The Big Train, · no doubt in ·• :forming like .a ·-pro. His training con- _ reference to the fact that he ·carried · ,,,&isted of helping his father, who was a most of the load during his pitching :teamster and a loader ofheavyequipcareer. He played for the Washington ··ment for .the Santa Fe Drilling ComSenators eighteen years before they pany. After bis chores were finished he won the World's Series against the · practiced. If he couldn't find a catcher New York Giants in 1924. It is said . . he perfected his aim by pitching at a that people stood up to cheer and knothole on a nearby barn. until darkremained standing to weep for :ie ness descended. At the age of~ man who never quit. He said that the he ,vas asked to play on the Olin<!_~ . greatest advice he ever received was rn~~-m. a group regularly emfrom his father, when he told him that ployed by the oil company. They he'd like to become a professional. His staned Walter as a catcher. but he dad said . "Son, you've got to learn to refuser to wear a mask. After observlose , before you learn to play." Walter ing hi~ speed and accuracy in getting seems to have done both. He racked up the ball to bases they decided that he a strikeout record of 3,497 and pitched should pitch for the~ in their weekend · two no-hit games. Between Aprii 2 and exhibition games. But for Walter there M;iy 14 .1912. he pilroed fifty-six CQlb- was still the matter of school, which he si:cutive scoreless innings, He pi~hed attended at Olinda. then on to Fulleri 14 game~ n which he allowed h~ ton High School where he pitched in 

--- - - - -----
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Oli11da 's Hall of Farner Uaher Joh11Jon; ahove, f;rme; 1eamma1es and officials greet Wal,er (in uniform) in Brea. M'hen he toured 
the area. Looking Ol'er Waher's le.fr shou/da is Boh Isbell. Standing beside Waller, to his left, is team manager Joe Burke 

hi~ freshman year. He made history in 
1905 when Fullerton played Santa 
Ana for the championship of Orange 
County: The game went -fifteen in
nings. the score was tied. 0-0. Walter 
-had struck out twenty-seven and his 
opponent. a hoy by the name of Cole
.man. had fanned a more modest sev
enteen . The game was called for three 
good reasons. The fans had lost their 
voices . .darlmess was descending. and 
Deither team had a substitute pitcher. 
The Santa Ana Evening Blade gave the 
game but passing notice under a small 
caption. ·· A Series Of Goose Eggs." 

•:But Olinda was where the action 
was. It became the mecca for all who 
aspired to play baseball while enjoying 
a lot of built-in benefits. A good pros
pect was given a job on the "weed 
gang." They were given a hoe. rake 
and a shovel and were told to go out 
and abate the fire hazard. However, 

. they -were also .equipped with bats. 
balls. mitL~ and a very tasty box lunch . 
They were instructed to practice when
ever the urge struck them and jf they 
were exhausted they .could also look 
for the shade of a nearby tree and take 
a nap. The Olinda Wells team was the 

· best in Orange County; but the.re were moans could be heard for miles. 
mariy other sections that_ had teams Back-ia-0linda, it ¥.'as like a country 
that were being spo_nsored by indus- club. It -bad spotlessly clean bunk
tries. Los Angeles bad teams like the houses where the bachelors lived, ~t 
Hoegge-Flags, Tufts-Lyons, -and two free, and just down the street -a large 
black teams . . the Trilbys and the_ Gi- . dining room, with cooks who kept tabs 
ants. And closer to home, the -neigh- · on everyone's favorite food. There was 
boring oil companies were gathering also a never-ending poker game on the 
talent. Proselyting was the order

1 
of the main street in the side-hill basement of 

day and since there was no law against Stein-Fassel'sgeneral store, which also 
it, everyone partook: O1hei- oil _µ>m- . served as a mail drop and a place to 
pan ies . were Chancellor-Canfield- . leave gear in perfect safety. •There were 
Midway Company. Graham and Lof- -also some liv.ely dances on weekends, 
tus, Union -Oil and ·the Baash-Ross which ,kept the boys close to home 
Tool Company. San Diego and San ·· when not oo a-madtrip. 
Bernardino counties also had plenty of Road _trips to neigh boring cities 
talent. In ·San Bernardino Walter meant that you hitched your horse to a 
pitched against the Santa Fe Railroad buggy or a cart and drove to the game, 
shop team, which numbered among its usually dressed in your uniform, car
mernbers, the great Indian athlete rying your gear along. for there were 
Jack .. Chief' Myers, who later became no dressing rooms under the old see
the catcher with the New York Giants. through wooden stands. If the game 
In those days the players stirred up was in Anaheim, which was a wide
their own excitement without the aid open town, they dressed in the back 
Qf a gimmick or a giveaway. One of room of a saloon, while their fans up 

. these unscheduled events was a long front placed their bets. Garn~ al Ana-
distance throw between Olinda's heim Landing. a beach city about 
shortstop. Jack Burnell, later of the thirty miles south of Olinda, were an 
Saint Louis Browns. and Chief Myers. _ outstanding event that required an 
Burnett won hy three feet and bettors' overnight stay, even with all sorts of 
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shorlculs over unfenced fields. J usl 
before the game the hosts put a keg of 
cold beer on a wheelbarrow and trun
dled it out to third base. Anyone who 
gol that far on a hil could refresh 
himself before proceeding. Longer 
trips were negoliated by means of 
trains. courtesy of the Santa Fe Rail
road. the parent company. They 
picked the boys up at a nearby siding 
called Atwood. 
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The Olinda team had a couple of 
. .. ' .,. . 
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••• ·!· 
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- memorable managers. The first was 
Joe Burke. who devOled much time 
and talem to his boys. When he de
cided that they were ready. nothing 

· fazed him. One ·sunda)' he· sent in a 
five-man team against a Coast League 

. ·nine, ·with Walter on the mound ; 
Olinda won and Burke beamed. He 
ended his career as U .S. districl at
•~rney at Los Angeles. The second 
manager wa~ Tom Young . . the \'illage 
barber. who received ten cent~ for a 
shave..a~d twenty cents for a haircut. 
Business permitting. he often acted as 
.a catcher when the boys practiced on 
the main street.in front of his shop. He 
ended up as a pretty fair catcher but he 
had no ambition to be anything~ e 
bu,t a barber. sa.. there his story ends. 

. .. ,:. . . . . ~- . 
still wasn't sure that he was ready and ·; steal ·~ 'base . . The ~all tha~ -he_pitched 
:continued to stall. He finally to1d ··: was so fast that without his great con
Blankenship that he'd have to get his ... trol. he would have be~n completely 
parents· permission . They answered. Jost to baseball. To me. It seemed that 
.. Use your own judgment." He signed the ball left his glove instantaneously." 
for $333.30 per month, but insisted Bob's favorite story about Walter 
that he be given a round trip ticket was the time Olinda was playing a 
home. This ?5, never had occasion Ventura team. The only hit against 
to use. ~ · him was a homer, by another guy 
· I~ he and Babe Ruth'came to _named -Johnson. Walter just stood 

Cali oi-nia on an exhibition tour .,and .there and grinned as be watched the 
th'liY filled the stands everywhere. cs- ball gain momentum as it disappeared 
pecially in Orange County, ·w.here from sight. This was in the days wben 
Walter renewed old acquaintances,: t?aseball was fun to play and to watch. 
Wal_ter ~~~J>n a tour t>f O!ip_d~. Another Johnson fan was his catch
and _t_he..new,y bills. lliibow~ er. Guy Meats. of Orange. who -later 
boyhoocL.!}Q.me, which \Vas still st.and~ became a very successful citrus grower. 
'ing, andto meet the old friends with · He probably knew Walter better than 
whom he had played ,on the ~first ·. ;anyone ·etsc.-~ He -said, 'ffJie -was the · 

In western Orange County. al West
minster. six of the eight Mallett broth- • 

· crs were ·playing on. a Sunday team: C. 
C. ••Gabby'" Cravath. who later played 
with Philadelphia, retired to become a 

. municipal judge at Laguna Beach. 
Walter Johnson continued to play ball 
~ his seniors. such as Bob Isbell, 

ioe Wagner and John Tuffree, but the 
time had come lo make his move, for 
his fame was spreading and he began 
to get offers. but he still wasn't. sure 
that he was ready for the big time. In 
1907 he and his favorite catcher. Guy 
Meats. ,of ·Orange. w~l_Q- Weiser. 
tsW!_o. to ~ in the Western League. 
:r~ __ Waher· §@lied ejght.)'~.t.iye in- .. 
n.i!!gs without J score against.b,i_rrLHis 

·-_Oli~da Wells team: For ·many,cars ; cas~eslman'I ever caught..Despiie his 
these memories burned bright, and , speed :,he ·threw a light ball and }'OU 
from these men !_gathered some high . ..:_ · always got what you asked for. f could 
lights. . . have caught him fo a rocking chair, 

Walter's .first baseman. _ _!!.ob lsb.cll. -and that was before anyone had come 
said, -iie was a magnificent athlete. up with the idea of a jointed glove. 
weighing about 175 pounds, with long Nowadays mills have a pocket in them 
arms and powerful shoulders. He had like an oriole's nest I don't see how 
the perfec1 delivery. His back mus~les these guys ever miss one!" Then, 
did all of the work. He was three- warming up to his subject. Meats con
quaner side-arm when he started, but tinued ... lf an umpire called a close 

,,s1wuy .w;s Sl~r.monlh .. .11 was in 
··lhis remote area that the Washington 
. Senators' catcher. Cliff Blankenship. 
while recovering from a broken 
thumb. decided to do a bil of scouting. 
He was anxioui; to sign Walter, who 

S4 

somewhat under that as he grew older. one, Walter never took issue with him· 
What a change a few months in the big because he believed that umpires 
league made in }lis throw to bases. make mistakes the same as players do 
When he played as a kid he made a and that the next one might be in his 
few false motions before he got the favor. He just tossed the next one over 

· ball out to base. but when he returned the plate in such a fashion that he ten 
the following year he· got them there no doubt He never 1.·umplained or 
faster and slraighter than anyone be- ·nllted an error hc:hind him." 
fore or sine( and ii was suicide 10 try to John Tuffo:(. Walter's tirs1 center 

'"°'OG"""" Qt MSHr.-frlllSUIIIJ flAM COUfllfSY Of MIStO•oc AL. f\JlllSH[ RS w...1n1u1. CM.• 

•t. .~· 



,.1' . :-,. .. :-.<4: ··. . :~ '.· 

~~]f: 
·: .,; ---
·:~~;{.:. 

~-.. , 

x:r:J:\< 

The 1903 Olinda Wells team, in AnaJieim. No, not to play the Angels. Above, top; 

Olinda s opponents, the team from U-estminster. on which six of the eight Mallett · 

brothers ployed Belo-..·; some of 'Walter's old teammates, left to right, Faye11e LeH>is, 

Bob Jsbe/1, and Joe U-ogner. Kneeling is John Tu.ffree . - · - · · ·· · 

- . 
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fielder, later a millionaire rancher. 

maintained that the only thing he ever 

got out there was a tan, while waiting 

around for someone to get a hit off of 

Walter. 
There seems to have been only one 

dissenter on the Walter Johnson hori

wn. Frank Chance, manager of the 

Chicago Cubs, said that Walter would 

never make a good pitcher because he 

was too awkward. Over -the years sev-

. era! neophytes have made liars out of 

imart managers as well as owners . 

. Walter Jed a fulJ life. apart from his 

baseball career. He married "the love

liest girl fo the .iworld.'.~.ahey had five 

dlildren. ,When ,his :wife died , -his 

mother. Minnie hrry'JoJmson.-then a 

.w,idow, joined him at his dairy farm in 

Comus; ·Maryland. She·presided over 

his home and helped him to raise his 

family, as well as two of her daughters' 

children, who were also motherless. 

She was ideally suited for this life that 

'had .befallen her, for .she loved chil

-d.ren, homelifeand especially that on a 

farm. She was an early.riser.-nd loved , 

to cook.and can thew,getables that she · 

helped to .nise: The aily · fault 'that 

Walter could ever find with- her ·was 

that she tried to spoil his hunting dogs 

-·. by making house pets of thepl. 

·-: : Walter's .farm =.became -a -sort of _a 
· baseball shrine, ,..,hich ..was .,.,isited :by 

managers, scouts, players, -owners.and 

-newsmen. They hunted :withhim and 
-~~ ·tnl°:'ped over Jlis ·4ields ud they · 

J~med him_,al poker, ,_..,ith ·!plenty -of 
lime for reminiscing. iHe ~mained a 

60ft ~ouch for anyone -that med and 

said 'that ihc ~ever m~d the money 

that be had given B.way m this fashion . 

. After a lingering illness, he died at 

the age_ of Jifi,v~ His mother con

tinued" to care for her brood. She said 

th~t her happiest days were .spent at 

Ohnda when her family was still com-

plete. . , 

Olinda will soon have its .stale his

torical landmark, .and many people 

will drive up the ~rb9~ C.JeyQll 

R.,Q_ad, e_!lst of B~!l. to visit the cradle of 

CAlifo.rni!l baseballand to tall. about 

Wafter Johnson-:-who never made an 

enemy on or off the field . 'W' 
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