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.|| PLEASE, call one of the following right away

WILLIAM D. CASNER HOUSE
207 South Madrona Avenue

The William D. Casner family dates back
to early settlement of the townsite, one of
the few who came here in 1910 to make their
home. Attracted to this area as an oil worker,
Mr. Casner drilled the first well on the Amal-
gamated Lease east of here, and for seventeen
years he continued in the oil fields. 1In
1915, he built this two-story home where the
family lived for many years. Mr. Casner
stated that he planted the row of palm trees
on South Orange Avenue when the townsite was
first laid out in 1911. Later, he built the
courts on East Birch at Orange Avenue.

The structure is an important architec-
tural landmark, the best example of the
Craftsman bungalow built between 1910 and

1920 in Brea. In addition to architectural
details, including exposed beams, massive
brackets, multiple gables, etc., it is a prime
example of the "Airplane Craftsman” styling
for two-story homes in which the upper story
is smaller in dimensions and more or less
"perched” upon the first floor.
ful feature is portrayed in a painting, "0ld
Brea Housetop,” by the late Don Hendricks,
former artist-in-residence, city of Brea.

A small porch with railing and a canopy
is above the porch at the second level., Out-
side covering features alternating wide and
narrow clapboard. The preservation of this
house is essential to the historic portraying
of Brea "as it was,”
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The above material was taken from "History of
Brea,"” by Purl Harding, and from "Historic
Survey of Brea, 1981," by Denver Miller,

This delight-|

CHRISTMAS POTLUCK and GENERAL MEETING
Monday, December 4, 1989 - 6:30 p.m.

First Baptist Church Social Hall
at corner of Date and Flower

Last name initials A to L ---- Bring Salad
L to 2 ---- Bring Hot Dish

~ Coffee, punch, rolls, and dessert
will be furnished.

if you plan to come -- so we can get a count !
Grace Ries 529 3086
Ruth Schweitzer 529 2566

PROGRAM

Brian Saul, chairman of the new City Histori-
cal Committee, will speak on (1) the purpose
and work of that committee, (2) the Charette
(which winds up on November 29, and (3) about
the Practice House, which will have been moved
to Flower Street on November 20.

Remember: the Potluck, the Program, and then,
at the HISTORIC SEILER HOUSE, NEXT DOOR:
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‘,ﬁa DESSERT and CHRISTMAS PARTY:

THERE ! ‘.ﬁ
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¢ 'a11 on December 4, 1989 - SEE YOU
R 0 e

LUNCHEON

at
B8 VI MERCURY SAVINGS
. MERCURY SAVINGS

Imperial Highway at Harbor Boulevard
La Habra

Thursday, December 14, 1989 -- 12 noon
DONATION: $3.00

THIS IS A MAJOR FUND RAISER

There will be a delicious luncheon and a shorf

presentation by Mercury savings, followed by

WONDERFUL DOOR PRIZES FOR ALL{

Get your tickets =-- and some to sell! Just
call 529<3018; ' TICKETS' AVAILABLE-NOW.
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Mtrs, Weélerhout
Finds Artifieial
Flowers Popular

Flowers are abundant 1n Ealls
fornia. 1t 1t a simpleé procéduts, 1
Most homes, for the lady t4
out to het flowet gatdeén and seléct
a colorful tlowerpiece for het toat
oF evenihg dreéss ahy
Yeat.

But even ¢6 there 18 g bie des

shapes, shades. and varieties. i

Mrs. Grace Westethout, 44%
South Walnut. has a hobby 6f
makihg these artificial flowerpibes
&8 and was siamped with Srders
trom friends

a8 'Christmas presents.
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t0 the réalhess ahd attractivehess
of the eorsage, . R L
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Materials for the flowets ’ﬂas‘ .1

there on, vou are on your owh. it
takes training, practice ahd deft
hands to manedver the delicaté
stamens and petals into a lifelike

‘| position and then Shape ahd fasten

the leaves i place.
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Man Whe Planted |
Trees on Bireh Says
Was Done 1911

Have you evey Yondered about
the age of !hi tall paim trees dlohg

Biteh hear intersecs
tioh ?

FoWilla told The
| Progtess €fid that he

plahted those treee in 1911 and
gave them to the City of Brea,
[CALHBE HOW resides at 1857 Moote

|$treet 1§ SaH Diego. He 18 the fas
| thet of Mg,
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8. Laudet,
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| h 1915 Casher built the 2.story
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Local Hap;;;fﬁngs

‘FOR REXT—Tartly furnished cot--
lage i: rez: of 126 8 Walnut, 312,.
n’. chilarewn. v

Miss Anne Evernari, Miss Ruby

i Stepnens of Ounde and Ear Ever-
Angeles

'Zart were Laos

! Thursgay.

visitors

near
guis. 12%: FRemmrn o XK. €. Bam-
Lr. :3f Poplar Ave Brez 1tp.

1

3Ir. an3 Mrs. Ernest Campbell
a2=¢ chicren of lenwure are spend-
me Twe weeks with Mr. Campbell’s
mother. Mrs. Agnes Campbeli..
1

Orpha  NMcConnahque of Eagle |
Fock was the guest of Eloise and |
Pauline Meredith for several days '
this week,

Mrs. Charlie Stephens and chilg- |
ren and Tleen McConnel of Olinda :
and Ear] Everhart spent Sunday at
Balboa Beach.

Mrs. F. A. Weaver was in Whit-
tier Thursday where she called on
several old friends. The Weaver
family formerly vesided in “Whittier.

25 e

Mr. and -Mrs. James Leech and
family are at home again after a
Gelightful two weeks wacation spent
at San Diego and Newport Beach.

Miss Elizabeth Zerbe returned to
Berkeley, the last of last week,
where she will continue her college
training.

Miss Caroline Sammons, who has
been in a hospital at Burbank where
she had an operation for appendi,
citis, returned home Tuesday.

Miss Oual and Rugy Stephens and
|Bill Stepkens of Olinda and Guy
'Cone and Earl F verbart formed a
fishing party at Newport Beach Sat-
rurday. »

RICHARD SPCNSLEY AND
MOTHER ENJOY VACATION

Taking advantage of the )
remaining days of his wva tion,
Richard Spensley and his mother,
' Mrs R. W. Spensley, have been en-
i Joying several days ‘with friends and ,

relatives. On Monday they went-to "
Los Angeles where Mrs. Spensley |
Spent the day at the home of Mrs,
|C. A. Harvey, @ former Leadville,
| Colorado neighbor and met several
other Leadville people. The follow-
ing day they spent -at Balboa beach ,
In a picnic outing, accompanied by !
AMr. and Mrs. Oro Spensley of Ar-
cadia, the former a son of Mrs.
| Spensley. Yesterday they “went -to |
Long_ where they visited with
Mrs. ‘Hugh R. Davies and Mr. Day-
ies, the former a neice .of M'.rs?.1
ey ‘and a teacher in the Long
Beach public schools. lng
> - B

| Mr. end Mrs. W. D. Casner are
|moving from their home, 207 South
Madrona Avenue, to another proper-
[ty which they own on North Orange
|street.
 Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Harvey, Don
lggu-vey. and ‘their house guest Guy
(Clow, spent Wednesday at Newport
[Beach swimming. *© . ey

|

P &
Mr. and Mrs. Wilton Hirth and
Roger and Mr. and Mrs. Merle Tow-
er and children of Buena Park, mot-
!g-md to Deer Lake, Highlands, Sun-

Aug 20,193/

i}Aged Mother Visits _!
~ Here With Children

Mrs. Katrinka Bergman, 94-year
young motber of Mrs. W. D. Casner
and J. F. Bergman, ds visiting at
their homes h.re and tl;omughly en-
joyi her stay. -She is accompan-
gegu;g' her daughbier, Mrs. Blanch
Littlepage, -from their home in Ra-
mona, San Diego county. Mrs. Berg-
man is one of .the genuine old-timers
of the state :and can tell ofaome' ;
interesting -events in connecbpn
with “the history of early California.

“The Bergman family regnch, mear
Aguangsa, in Riverside county, :com-
prizing several hundred acres, isme
of the -oldest homesteads %i": the!
the state, historic™: "having Deentor™
a time ‘the abode of Helen Humt
Jackson as -she gathered material
for her famous movel -of the life of
' California Indians. Mrs. Bergman's
. husband, Jacob Bergman, deceased
| for many years, himself acted as es- |
' cort to Mrs. Jackson on many of her:
excursions among the Indians, and'
| over country which she later des-:
' cribed with such precision and en-
' ticing interest in her book “Ramo-
na’'- I |

Another contact of historical im-'
! portance for the Bergman ranch is
,that of the old Butterfield stage |
! route, conducted during the early '
days of the state's traffic and tra-

versing the homestead for many’
miles, :

“Warpy” Names His
|

enture In Cil

A. H. “Warp:” Brown, who re~anz-
lv leased wna: for vears has been
known as the Olinda Land Company
| holdings near Olinda, has given his
personal venture into the saivazing
of this property the name of the
! Brea-Olinda Oil Company, witk head-

' quarters in hkis own home on East
| Cim street.

i For more than twenty years
i“'Warpy" had charge of the drilling
! operations of the Union Oil Company
: in what is known in oil circles as the .
Brea-Olinda field and he knows every
foot of land in that district like the .

| drill edinthattimebytheUnion_a.nd:
withthoseufimportan'twells dnned

campanies. i
Still active and emergetic, with the




13. Condition: Excellent X__Good Fair Deteriorated No longer in existence
14. Alterations: Minor
15. Surroundings: (Check more than one if necessary) Open land Scattered buildings Densely built-up
Residential X Industrial Commercial Other:
16. Threats to site:  None known ___Private development X Zoning _X__ Vandalism
Public Works project Other:
17. Is the structure:  On its original site? X Moved? Unknown?
01d garage

18. Related features:

SIGNIFICANCE
19. Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance (include dates, events, and persons associated with the site.)

The structure is notable as an important architectural landmark and for its associations
with the William Casner family. This building is the best example of the Craftsman
bungalow built between 1910 and 1920 in Brea. The architectural details include exposed

beams, massive brackets, vertical gable venting, and multiple gables which are all

utilized in an inventive fashion.

This house dominates this residential neighborhood of small, simpler bungalows. The
house was constructed for teh Casner family circa 1915. William Casner was one of the
early settlers who came to Brea in 1910. He was responsible for drilling the first oil
we11_ on the Amalgamated Lease. As a member of the Brea Investment Company, he
participated in the construction of many of Brea's commercial structures.

Locational sketch map (draw and label site and
surrounding streets, roads, and prominent landmarks):

20. Main them.e of the historic resource: (If more than one is . _ NORTH
checked, number in order of importance.)
Architecture _1___ Arts & Leisure
Economic/Industrial ____Exploration/Settlement 2
Government _________ Military
Religion _______ Social/Education

21. Sources (List books, documents, surveys, personal interviews
and their dates).
Harding, Purl, History of Brea, p. 4l.

Orange County Assessment Records, 1981. L
Brea Assessment Records, 1917-40, e -
Brea Historic Survey Advisory Board W Bifeh St
Meeting, February, 1981. e ,
22, Date form prepared March, 1981
By (name) Denver Miller
‘Organization Fnvironmental Coalition 0
Organ)alion 206 W. Fourth St., Suite 321 207
City Santa Ana Zip___ 92701

Phone: (714) 836-4314

m<> >ZO0ny3=X W»
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State of Califorma — The Resources Agency Ser. N&. 30—2621 3
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HABS HAER e
UTM: A L1-416700-3753330, 0 — Lo
HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY c D
DENRSESI N CASNER RESIDENCE
! Common name:
N rr— Casner Residence
3. Street or rural address: 207 South Madrona Avenue
City, Brea zip 92621 County ___Orange
4. Parcel number: 20-143-15
5. Present Owner: Emma Blythe Bl 207 South Madrona
ity Brea ' zio 92621 ownership is: Public Private X
6. Present Use: Residence Original use: Residence

DESCRIPTION
'7a. Architectural style: ~ Craftsman
7b. Briefly describe the present physical description of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its
original condition:

This is a large, Craftsman style residence. It has two stories. The house is multi-
gabled, with the lower story having side facing gables and the upper story a front
facing gable. A front facing gable forms a porch overhead. The porch has brick
piers faced with stucco; thick wood posts rise from these piers to support the porch
gable. A small porch with railing and a canopy is above the porch at the second
story. The residence has other Craftsman features including large gable brackets,
extended purlins, vertical gable venting, and overhanging eaves. The house is clad
in alternating wide and narrow clapboard.

Uns Ao al Lo e 100 )

: circa
Construction date:
o , 1915

Estimated _________ Factua

Architect unknown

Builder___Unknown

Approx. property size (in feet)

Frontage __90 Depth_140

or approx. acreage

Date(s) of enclosed photograph(s)
September 1980
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El Monte Woman
Taken To Hospital
Ater Wild Chase

gpeeds up to 75 miled s hdut
along Tmperlal Highway Fel-
day before they corraled the
driver, a 21-yeéar-old £l Monte
woman, in an orange grove in
the Fullerton clty limit.

Police  first spotted the
spreding car on  Brea Blvd.
near the intersection of Cyp-
ress in the north end of the
business district. They estim-
afed the speed at up fo 50
miles per hour.

They folléwéd the car south
to Imperial where it made &
right turn onto Imperial High-
way from a left hand lane,
and began to “fishtall,” wéav-
ing from side to side.

The vehlicle gained spéed a
It hurtled along Imperial High-
way, police sald. The cir nar-
rowly missed some other véhi-
cles and finally stopped. The
driver was takeén ihto custody
at an orange grove.

Her hushand and fathet wére
1otified and &he was taken to
Orangé County Hoépital. Th
woman told police she ha
clashed her wrists while 8t 8
friend’s home in Baldwin Park.

Police conflscated a number
of white pills, razor blade$ and
a butcher knife thay found in
the car, which belonged to the
woman's hushand.

Police gaid the woman told
them ¢he had lost her two chil-
dren.

Brea and Dr. and Mrs. David L. Mes-
senger of Placentla, shown during

winter. The physicians are chairmen
of commitlees responsible for organ-
cting the Brea and

Bre potles phrensd & éxb at]

(right) of

clinic &iles

administra-  Dec. 2 and
vaccine In  vacclite Wil
i3 fall and  of {wo drop:

program i8

recruitmefit In the two atreas. More
thah 70 elttifes will be held through-
out the ¢6Uty on the $-0-8 (Sahin
On Sundaydj dates: Oct. 21 and 28,

b, Jan. 20 and 27. The
b8 administered in doses
8 on = cube of sugar. The
gponsored by the Orange

County Medlcal Assoclation.
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Funeral érvlesd wird herd
dvet the weaekénd for Willlam
Danlél Casner, 81, of 126% S.
Flower, Brea, who diéd Thurs-
day at the Los Alamitos 8ani-
tarium, three dhys aftér hig
birthday annivérsary. !

The Brea ploneer’s. érvices
gére ‘held at McAulay, 4nd

utétrs Mortuatry, Fullerton,
with The Rev. W. Leslie Low-
féy, mnilhister of thé Bréa
Christian Church officiating.
Burlal followed at Loma Vista.
. Survivors include ‘4 Son;
Willlam Floyd Cagner of Full-
érton: a ' daughter, Waiineta
Marié Latder of Pdlmdals,

elght grandchildren and five
great grandchildren.

Mr.  Casner is known for
drilling the Chdpman gusher
in 1919, nine yéars after he ar-
rived here. &

Born Aug. 6, 1871 in the
town of Ballena, nehr RA.
mon4, in the mountaihs of Sah
Dlego County, he worked in
the Stonewall mine as 4 young
man. ’ '

He marrled Matilda Agnes
Pergman in 1898 dnd after &
tow years of.farming in Ra-
mona, movéd to Santa Padls,
where they &tarted theft fAm.
{ly. Mr. Casnér fafmed for 33
years and spent 37 in' thé oll
flelds,

His first oll
brotight in in 1909 at'thé sta-

Ayl ?
§

\

well south of thé Pacliic Elsc-
tric Rallway.

In 1910 he moved his family
to Bren and bullt sévéral 1and-

marks. When he Arrived, Mid.|.

Has Story Hour

atton for young readers, ac-
eordine to Mhrarv officials,

New Grade School Library Aide |

This Tuesday

Special §um mer activities|Club” has over 300 childrén
for childrén at the Breca Ll-|enrolled and more than half
brary, 642 8. Bren Blvd, aré|of these have already complét-
proving 1o he a popular recre-|ed the reading of ten books

and have eérned the minla-

lure toléscope and the $olar

91-Yeor-Old_Pioheer
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At ottan fachrind, Biea

Comtobnwealth and Spadta
(how Harbor Bivd.) in Fuller-

ahd wagdn¢ from Stern and
Goodman. The horsés and
wagons were the start of &

transfer busihiess He estab-
lished in 1915, )

He bullt an apartment
building at Orange ahd Birch;
a two-stoty home at 207 S.
Madrona, and 4 numbér of
rentals. _ L

In later years he became a
self-taught woodcarver and
versé writer to occupy his busy
mind and hands. He lined the
walls of his home with his
carved works of his own de-
sign which hé fashioned over
the years. His versés fill a
numbér of pages of copybooks
#fid he took pledsufe in récit-

Wwhe 4 halt-dozeh  bitlldings
&éparatéd by a dirt road. He
used to drive to the corner of

ton to buy gréceriéd, horsés

PIEAL JUAL S Caanprargn N ey
pected to be “balanced hy 1op.
resettatives from homemakers,
service clubg, the professinns,
business and industry” if
Smith's plans are adapted by
the hoard of trustees.

The annual drive, held In
the spring rather than the fall,
has been spearheaded by in.

dustry, and the base needs tn
be broadened, officials feel.

More community parlicipa-
tion s needed, they bheliave.

“All members of the present
executive committee have ex.
pressed a willingness to slart
from ‘scrdtch’ in the selection
of 4 1963 executive commitiee
froth. which officers, budget
b Hite eHalran anA tuhd
Aativé chairmen will be select-
éd,” Smith said in a letter tn
organizations announcing the
meeting.

Old Sol Going
To Get Warmer
Through Tuesday

five degrees higher than nor-
tnal 18 thé flve-day prediction

U.S. Weather Bureau.

Temperature here Sunday
reachéd a high of 92, with a
low of 61 during the night.
The sthog count was measured
at .35. :

The weather forecast through
Tuesday in the area calls [or
sunny and continued hot with
téniperatutes in the vicinity of
100 degrebs and above.

Mercury reading as much as

tor Southérn California and the
local area, accoérding to the
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71-Yeor-Old Pioneer
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. Funeral safviced’ ward hotd Ghnés oft

over the weekend for William
Daniel Casner, 91, of 126% S.
Flower, Brea, who diéed Thurs-
day at the Los Alamitos Sani-
tarium, three days after his
birthday anniveérsary. /

The Brea ploneer's, services
weéere held-at McAulay and
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‘ én féchlled, Biea
wés a- half-dozeh buildings
séparatéd by a dirt road. He
used to drive to the corner of
Commonwealth and Spadra
(now Harbor Blvd.) in' Fuller-
ton to buy gréceriés, horses
and wagons ‘from Stern and

Suters Mortuary, Fullerton,
with The Rev. W. Leslie Low-
rey, miinister of the  Bréa
Christian Church officiating,
Burial followed at Loma Vista.
, Survivors include a som;
William Floyd Casner of Full-
erton; a'daughter, Walneta
Marie Lauder of Palmdale,
eight grandchildren and five
great grandchildren.

Mr.  Casner is known for
drilling. the Chapman gusher
in 1919, nine years after he ar-
rived here. £ ‘

Born Aug. 6, 1871 in the
town of Ballena, near Ra-
mona, in the mountains of Sah
Diego County, he worked in
the Stonewall mine as a young
man. } [ 1

He married Matlida Agnes
Bergman in 1898 and after a
tew years of.farming in Ra-
mona, moved' to Santa Paula,
where they started their fam.-
ily. Mr. Casneér fafméc} for 33
years and spent:37 in’ the oil
fields. ; :

His first oil well was
brought in in 1909 at’the sta-
W . on of Oleo. It was the first
" | well south of the Pacific Elec-
| |tric Railway. it i
| 1n 1910 he moved his tamily

" lto Brea and built $éveral land-
" 'marks. When he ‘arrived, Mrs.

(§

Goodman. The horsés and
wagons were the start -of a

transfer business he estab-
lished in 1915.

- He built an apartment
building at Orange and Birch;
a two-story home'at 207 S.
Madrona, and a numbér of
rentals. } i _
In later years-he became a
self-taught - woodcarver and
versé writer to occupy his busy
mind and hands. He lined the
walls of his home with his
carved works of his own de-
sign which he fashioned over

number of pages of copybooks
dnd he took pleasure in recit-
ing them. '
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Casner House may be saved from
Brea redevelopment wrecking ball

By Steve Creech
DSP Staff Writer

BREA — A piece of city history
may avoid the redevelopment
wrecking ball Tuesday if plans for
its relocation are accepted.

The Planning Commission is
expected to approve a new ad-
dress for the Casner House, a

~ two-story historic building at 207 -

S. Madrona Ave.

The building now stands within
the 50-acre area of the city’s
downtown slated for redevelop-
ment. ‘

Buiit in 1915 by William Cas-
ner, a city founder who drilled
one of the early oil wells in Brea,
the Casner House has been sin-
‘gled out for preservation by the
. Brea Historical Committee.
~ Following the committee’s rec-

ommendation, the City Council
gave its approval in June to relo-
cate the Casner House to 121

H-ARAX—=F<

South Redwood Ave.

The proposed relocation places
the historic building on a similar
size, 7,000-square-foot lot, but
does not include an adjoining
two-car garage.

A new two-car garage must be
constructed at the new site before
the home is occupied, according
to city documents.

The 2,200-square-foot Casner
House is listed in the Historic
Preservation Opportunities for
the Downtown booklet created by
the Historic Committee in Febru-
ary, 1990.

The booklet 1dent1ﬁes all struc-
tures within the downtown area
worthy of preservation.

City documents call the build-
ing the “best example in Brea of
an ‘Airplane Craftsman’ ”-style
home.

The historical significance of
the Casner House is based on cri-

teria for the listing in the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places.

The city believes the building is
an example of “special elements
of Brea’s cultural, social, eco-
nomic, political, and architectural
history. (It is) identified with per-
sons significant in Brea’s history.”

Since it is designated as a local
historic structure, the Casner
House qualifies for rehabilitation
under the Historic Building Code.

Also at the meeting, the plan-
ning commission is expected to:

® Approve a sign program for
Islands restaurant. The restau-
rant will occupy the existing Avi-
las El Ranchito Restaurant at 250
S. State College Blvd. Its opera-
tors are seeking approval for
three outdoor wall signs on the
south, west, and north sides of
the building.

® Deny a request by a resident

(Continued on page 2)
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