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WILLIAM D. CASNER HOUSE 
207 South Madrona Avenue 

The William D. Casner family dates back 

to early settlement of the townsite, one of 

the few who came here in 1910 to make their 

home. Attracted to this area as an oil worke 

Mr. Casner drilled the first well on the Amal

gamated Lease east of here, and for seventeen 

years he continued in the oil fields. In 

1915, he built this two-story home where the 

family lived for many years. Mr. Casner 

stated that he planted the row of palm trees 

on South Orange Avenue when the townsite was 

first laid out in 1911. Later, he built the 

courts on East Birch at Orange Avenue. 

The structure is an important architec

tural landmark, the best example of the 

Craftsman bungalow built between 1910 and 

1920 in Brea. In addition to architectural 

details, including exposed beams, massive 

brackets, multiple gables, etc., it is a prime 

example of the "Airplane Craftsman" styling 

for two-story homes in which the upper story 
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CHRISTMAS POTLUCJC and GENERAL MEETING 

Monday, December 4, 1989 - 6:30 p.m. 

First Baptist Church Social Hall 
at corner of Date and Flower 

-------
Last name initials A to L ---- Bring Salad 

L to Z ---- Bring Hot Dish 
- ----·· 

Coffee~ -punch, roiis, and dessert- -
will be furnished. 

PLEASE, call one of the following right away 

if you plan to come -- so we can get a count! 

Grace Ries-------- 529 3086 

Ruth Schweitzer 529 2566 

PROGRAM 

Brian Saul, chairman of the new City Histori

cal Comnit~, will speak on (1) the purpose 

and work of that committee, (2) the Charette 

(which winds up on November 29, and (3) about 

the Practice House, which will have been move 

to Flower Street on November 20. 

Remember: the Potluck, t:he Program, and then, 

at the HISTORIC SEILER BOOSE, NEXT DOOR: 

• _,, ~ DESSERT ~d 

f 'All on December 4, 

.. * * 

CHRISTMAS PARTY! 

1989 - SEE YOU THERE! ~(I .... .:~,-... -· <-~ 
L u· N CB EON 

~ 
* . at 

- ·· · -·-----

is smaller in dimensions and more ·or less 

"perched" upon the first floor. This delight- • 

ful feature is portrayed in a painting, "Old 

Brea Housetop," by the late Don Hendricks, 

former artist-in-residence, city of Brea. 

* • • •MERCURY SAVINGS ..,.,_ __ i.,;,,. 

Imperial Highway at Harbor Boulevard 
La Habra 

Thursday, December 14, 1989 -- 12 noon 

DONATION, $3.00 A small porch with railing and a canopy 

is above the porch at the second level. out

side covering features alternating wide and 

narrow clapboard. The preservation of this 

house is essential to the historic portraying 

of Brea "as it was . " 

* * * * * 
The above material was taken from ."Hiitory of 

Brea," by Purl Harding, and from "Historic 

Survey of Brea, 1981," by Denver Miller. 

THIS IS A MAJOR FOND RAISER 

There will be a delicious luncheon and a shor 

presentation by Mercury Savings, followed by 

WONDERFUL DOOR PRIZES FOR ALL! 

Get your tickets -- and some to sell! Just 

call ·529.;."T01r. · TICDTS· AVAILABLE-NOW. 
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Local Happening-a 

. FOP. P..E:·: '; - r·aru,· furnished cot- · 
ta~e a , r t:a: c ! 12C S. Walnut. 112, · 
r, ·.' chiio:rer. . 2tp. : 

' 
, !\!is~ _.\Lnc. E vt:-:la rt . ~h ss Rub,· 
1 £te;:>nen ~ o: Ohr.ic.. s~C E a! ~ E \·e1:. 
1 :::iar: \\'He L n~ AnFd e~ , i sitors 
' 'I't.ur;:aay . 

~ 7 anc· :\; r ~ ."; . L hl~Mf"ctlir; of 
: 5-out.::. A.\!C' ':!H•nc. ~:: ~ : art v if·itin~ iD 
I ~ .. -t..::!urc. v..- a ..:. tht fc::ih· of c collsin. 

I L 0:':7-Pai! of~ ~..mmec spect- '. 
' z ;:,,.,~ nsa! Christian Chur ch, Au-

_£:". :s.. '.!~:..!:: F .. t:t:.:-::. t o ~ -- C . 
hr. . : . .; f ?opla !· .,;,_ve . Br& 

Eam
ltp. 

:!I.fr. an:l :Mrs. Ernest Campbell 
a~~ ,.J:ii~re!l o: 1 entu~~ are snend
Wf tv.-e,, \',eeks v.itl. Mr . Campbell's 
m o!.bu. l1rs. Agne.• Campbell .. 

Orpha :McConnahgue of Eagle 
P..ock was the guest of Eloise and 
Pauli!le Meredith for several days 
this week. 

.Mrs. Charlie Stephens and child
ren and Deen :McConnel of Olinda 
and Earl Everila.rt. spent Sunday .at 
Balboa:Beach. 

- · 
Mrs. F. A. Weaver was in Whlt

_tier Thuraday where ahe called -cm 
.aeveral old 'friends. Tbe -Weaver 
1amlly ~Y naided 1n Whittier. · 

-:-: . - ·- -:- .. .. .. .. . - .:.: -· _,,.:. 

:Mr. and -~ - ~ames ~ -anc1 
'family .&ft! at bome again ·after a 
delightful two weeks -.cation spent 
at San Diego and Newport Beach. 

l4i86 Elizabeth Zerbe returned to 
Berkeley, the last of last week, 
where llhe wUl continue her college 
training. 

Miss Caroline Sammons, who has 
been iD a hospital at Burbank where 
llhe had an operatiOD for appendi; 
citis, returned home Tuesday. 

, Miss Oual and Rugy St.epheru; and 
I Bill Stept,em of Olinda and Guy 
• Cone and Earl F 1erbart formed a 
. fishing party at Newport Beach Sat-
1 urday. 

lUCHARD Sl'C:lli~l.El- AND 
MOTHnR El'\JOl' YACATION 

-- I 
Taking ad,·ant.11.ge of the hqil few 

remaining dayr; of his vacation 
Richard Spensley and his mother: 

1I ~1~ - R. W. Spensley, have been 1!!1· 

I 
JO)-mg several dayr; -with friends and 
relatives. On Monday 'they went· to : 
Los Angeles where Mn. Spensley 

, spent the day ..-t the home .of Mrs. 
1 C. A. Haney, -4. ~ormer Leadville 
I Colorado neighbor and met severa.i 

~ther Leadville people. 'The follow
~g day they spent -at Balboa beach 
m a picnic outing, accompanied by 
Mr. and Mrs.· Oro -Spensley of Ar
cadia, the former :a son of Mm-~ 
SpensJey. 'Yest.erilay they -went -to 
.Long Beach -where they . visited With . 
~rs. ·Hugh -R. ,D.avies and Mr. Dav- j 
-•~ . -'the _ former a neice ,of .Mrs.i· 
Spensl~,:and .a <teacher in the Long· 
Beach public ~chools. · . 

- _. .,.· .. _ ·- . 

-- ··-·· - . 

. - . 

I Mr. wid Mrs. W . D . C 
moving from their home, 20 

11.ladrona A venue. to another 
ty which they own on North 
street. 

Mr. and Kra. c. A. Harvey, Don 
IB.anrey, 4Uld :their houae .,guest 010' 
!Clow, spent Wedn~ ,at Newportl ~- · : · ,,;; .· 

.,- _. - ,·· . 

:Mr. and Mrs. Wilton Hirth and 

i.."'"' ... ""· ..., - -""'' -,~ children of Buena Park, mot-
1ored to Deer Lake, Hlghlanda, Sun-
!Aav . .. . ,.. . . . . • . . . -· .. --

PRO 
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I Aged Mother Visits _ 
Here Witn Children. 

·Mrs. Katrinka Bergman, ~ear 
young mother of Mrs. W. D . Casner 
and .J. F. Bergman, :is visiting at 
their home!! h -.. r t and thoroughly -en
joying her stay. .Sbt> is accompaD
ied by her daughter, Mrs. Blanch 
Littlepage, •from their home in Ra
mona, San Diego co·.mty. Mrs. Berg- , 
man is one of :the genuine old-timen j 
of the sta.te .:and can tell of ;aomel 
interesting ,events in comiectionj 
\\ith -:the .histox:y -Of early Calliorma. · 

'The . Be~ .'1amlly ,reancb. ·mar 
Aguanga, .m .lliverside count,, £Om- . 
pru:ng .several 'llundred acres, -~ lane. 
af the· :oldest J>.omesteads .:tii':?-tbe. 
the state; bistonc~ ~ -n n-:~g :~en"'foi-.,j. 
a time the abode of Helen Hunt 
Jackson as ·she ·.-gathered :material·, 

. for her famous 'JlOvel •of the life <Jf I 
' California Indians. J.frs. Bergman'& ' 

· , husband, Jacob 'Bergman, deceased ' 
: for many years, 'himself acted .as es- : 
, cort to Mrs. Jackson an many of ·her : 

excursions among the Indians, and 1 

I ov.er country Which she l!lter des- i 
· cnbed v.ith such pr~eision and en- · 
' tlcing interest in her book "Ramo-
na~•- . · I 

1
1 Another contact of historical bn-1 
. portance for the Bergman ranch ts 
: that of the old Butterfield stage ! 
[ route, conducted during the early ' 
ll day~ of the state's traffic and tra-

\'ersms; the homestead for many · 
miles. 

1 "Warpy" Names His 
l Ventu'!"e In Oi } 

. A H ··Vla r-:,,·" Brown. who re";!!:!.c-
1 ty i'eas~ wh~:: fo r years has been 
I known as che Ol;nda Land Cocipa:i:-· 
; holding'!; near Olmda. has given hi~ 
personal venture mto the sah·a g:r::;
of this :iropercy the name of the 

, Brea-Olinda Oil Company, with hea d
: quarters in his own home on E~,: 
I Elm street. 
i For more than cWenty year:, 
j "Warpy" had charge of the dr.lling 

1 operations of the ~ni~n Oil Company 
1, in what is known m oil circles as the , 
, Brea-Olinda field and he knows every · 
, toot of land in that district like the : 
, palm of lJis hand. He is personally : 

acquainted with the logs of ~wells : 
drilled m that time by the Umon and , 

· with thoae at important wells drilled 1 
.by. neighboring c:wnpu1i...__ j 

. Still actift aMl wwwgetic, with the 
advantage of :,an at uperieace in . 

•, thia~Dne and with . the ~ of the ; 
-~ like a 11ame m Im heart. : 
"W~ :11as · undertaken the salvag- 1 

, ing"0of""tlle· ahallow wells on the -Olin
d& Land_·Company holdings.< Old
ttmms,:--·mm. apm about ·town fll 

:ti..~-ar ·1:11e-.."oiJ. worker:" ~~
·1ina-;.am.1-T-11D11-~ -• -~ 
~ - tbat_-~ c.Ntde~ a ta.odte . 

. ,n . -~ .. - tbat )le ' 

lil.tiwr ~ .. -..: lliP4F. .,.:-f·ud a.1ao· 
~ ctto' mc:ce.: '111 to-1- acbieftd m ! 

f u.. fiil:lti4ti. ~ -• tbe man. mr l irtlw _ .... .. - - -- - . 
f~-=--= --~ :--~ ··.· :· -.-: 



l 3. Cond it ion : Excellent _X_Good __ Fair __ Deteriorated __ No longer in existence __ 

14. Alterations : Minor 

15. Surroundings: (Check more than one if necessary I Open land _ Scattered buildings __ Densely built-up __ 

Residential _X_lndustrial __ Commercial __ Other : 

16. Threats to site : None known _Private development _X_ Zoning _X_ Vandalism 

Public Works project __ Other: 

X 
17. Is the structure: On its original site? __ _ Moved? __ _ Unknown? ___ _ 

18. Related features : ____ O_l d___;g:.,_a_r_a....:g;...e _________________________ _ 

SIGNIFICANCE 
19. Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance (include dates, events, and persons associated with the site.) 

20. 

The structure is notable as an important architectural landmark and for its associations 
with the William Casner family. This building is the best example of the Craftsman 
bungalow built between 1910 and 1920 in Brea. The architectural details include exposed 
beams, massive brackets, vertical gable venting, and multiple gables whict; are all 
utilized in an inventive fashion. 

This house dominates this residential neighborhood of small, simpler_ bungalows. The 
house was constructed for teh Casner family circa 1915. William Casner was one of the 
early settlers who came t.o Brea in 1910. He was responsible for drilling the first oil 
well on the Amalgamated Lease. As a member of the Brea Investment Company, he 
participated in the construction of many of Brea's commercial structures. 

Main them~ of the historic resource: (If more than one is 

checked, number in order of importance.) 

Arch itecture 1 Arts & leisure ___ .....,... __ 

Economic/Industrial _Exploration/Settlement _2 __ 
Government~--- Military _______ _ 

Religion _____ Social/Education ____ _ 

locational sketch map (draw and label site and 
surrounding streets, roads, and prominent landmarks) : 

iNORTH 

21. Sources (list books, documents, surveys, personal interviews 

and their dates) . 
Harding, Purl, History of Brea, p. 41. 
Orange County Assessment Records, 1981. 
Brea Assessment Records, 1917-40. 
Brea Historic Survey Advisory Board 

Meeting, February, 1981. 
22. Date form prepared .......... M .... arL.Jc ..... bu..,.---l ..... 9 ..... 8 .... 1 ______ _ 

By(namel Denver Miller 
·organization EnvfraomentaJ Coalition 
Address: 206 W. Fourth St. , Su ite 321 
City -ranta Ana Zip 92701 
Phone : ( 714) 836-4314 

~ 
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,t ate 0f Calif0rn1a - T'i~ Reso ur ces Agcncv 

DEPAR TM ENT OF PARKS A ND RECREATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Ser. No. 30- 2621- 3 
HASS __ HAER __ NR _]__ SHL __ Loe __ 
UTM : A ll-416700-37533308 c ______ _ 

D 

DENTIFICATION CASNER RESIDENCE 
1. Common name : ----------------------------------

Casner Residence 
2. Historic name : -----------------------------------

207 South Madrona Avenue 
3. Street or rural address :--------------------------------

Citv Brea ----------------- Zip __ 9_2_6_2_1 ___ County ___ Or_an __ g.._e _______ _ 

4 . Parcel number : 20-143-15 

5. Present Owner : Emma Blythe ---=--------------- Address : 207 South Madrona 

City Brea ------------- Zip 92621 Ownership is: Public ____ Private ___ X __ _ 

6. Present Use : Residence ______________ Original use : _ _..:.R~e:;.;s;,_1;_;· d:.;:e;..;.n;.:c:..:e;...... _____ -:-----

DESCRIPTION 

7a. Architectural style: Craftsman 
7b. Briefly describe the present physical description of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its 

original condition: 

This is a large, Craftsman style residence. It has two stories. The house is mu lti 
gabled, with the lower story having side facing gables and the upper story a front 
facing gable. A front facing gable forms a porch overhead. The porch has brick 
piers faced with stucco; thick wood posts rise from these piers to support the porch 
gable. A small porch with railing and a canopy is above the porch at the second 
story. The residence has other Craftsman features including large gable brackets, 
extended purlins, vertical gable venting, and overhanging eaves. The house is clad 
in alternating wide and narrow clapboard. 

8. Construction date : 
Estimated ___ Factual 

circa 
1915 

unknown 9. Architect ________ _ 

Id unknown 10. Bui er_~!.!!!.~::.:.:..-----

11. Approx. property size (in feet) 

Frontage ~-0__ Depth J 4Q 
or approx. acreage _____ _ 

12. Date(s) of enclosed photogr.JPh (s) 

September 1980 
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no 5,-t(lcment IHI!< Aft w·1d Cha '. w·' '. D ' ~c· ll, . n· from scratch' In the !<Plcr:tlnn s~ut er I se ',· ' ·, ! ·111· ner es· ot t 1963 P.xeeutlvP, CIJmmill N! 8 .45 
. · . , ! , 1, ·, , • ~ '. - • • 

1
; • ' ;. ,1 · , , , , ' I frottl .. '?hlch office r/!, b11dgPt Ho 

!;ADOR DOBRYNIN .., , l _1 ', •• • , _ _ : • .i:'!..... / · · .· - - • ·f!"lt1iltffl11n :111'1 fuht1 the 
Si'cr~t~ry <,r l'-tatt' nl-rll r,ol i'lq,hr!m~n A ell:~ h · . · • -1 · ii • ;., , t . . · ;:,i ,· · · . .l lltlv~ chAlrmen wfll he ""IPcf - zonp. 
F111 :,~ n,.,hryntn ~f'PPr11< nr lo 7!'i milt>~ t\t'i' Mur ,tunf!rA.1 Mrv C~!I \\rM~ n~ld CAi:l'IM, MMn l~r.AllM, ts I~~ M," Smith Mid In a IP.tier In n" 

Jlc nf c-nn, .-.r~;itlnn ~lnn,i: tmprrlnl lll~hw;,y Fri- Ovt-r lhP., wtf'!k~i(! lot ~!Ill&' W-b #l h11tf-dozeh bhlMlng~ organlzlltlons 11nnouncing fhP F:l r m 

rl;iy hdnrl' tlll'V l'nrrnl~rl 11,A OF!nnl~I CBn~nPr: •. 1• 1. .,01 .. } Th~\iu ,., · 8~PAtlltlH.1 by A dirt ro11.i:l. He meeting. " 1.1' ' 
. " · nwt'r, ren, w 10 ",,., r,.. d _1 I ___ ,.____ •D15tr 

~T JrF.NNF.OY ,u:. r'lrl\'N, n 21 -~•enr-ol<l F.I Mont ... dny At lhP. LIJS Alnmlt6!1 SA.hi• ll!'le to or VP. to the corner of . ' flr~S 

llll [;h1 in :, 11111in11 - wnmnn. In '111 ornngP grove in tllrhrm, three dbys ilfter h,i ~ Cotntnonw!'Alth ~nd st, II d t A Old Sol Going Th 
. wi ll nnt n~lt r·n11 - thr Fulkrton div limit. birthday Rnnlv~rsary. (now Harbor hlvd.) In Puller- trir t 

Jhil r> ltm,~~ 1<nurcr~ . The Brea pioneer'!; i:ervlcP.S ton to buy gror.erMt . hors~!! T .. G. t w . Mem 
~011!< lnr h1 !< r1rrl,;- T'nllrro ftrsl !:potted the y;ere ·he l_ d · 11.t McAulty. 11.nd ahd wagons irom Stern and C, . f! armer C;im 

1,:1r1 In hi!< nriRl~;i l l'pr,rrllng <'nr on l1ri'a Blvd.Su t et t; . MottUaty1 · Fulli!rtoh, Goodman. Thi! hortes ·and . . m_eet 

1t1nn tn x rrn11ct1on nPnr the lnlt'r~er.llon of Cvp- With The ~ev. w. Le~lle. Low- . · . . Through tuesday Vim: 
rl'~!': In thi- north end ot the rey, minister tit the lir~a wt ngonl! wer: the l!htatt · or 8 . Supt 

. · · · • . Christian Church officiating. ransfer buslhess e eslab- .. . plan 
VOTES TODII.Y ON hm:lnf'>SS dl~lrkt. They P.fltlm- Burlil.l followed at Lorhll Vista.. llshed in 1!!15. . · Mercury reading IIS much a~ F:I 

" 'hnrlly to ronrl11d 11frr1 the !:pet'd et up fo !50 Survlv6r~ lncludl! ·a 110 n· . HI! bu 11 t 11.n aparlinP.nl five degrres hlghP.r lh:rn nor- nffic 

, ., !;p11 r.r c-om1111111I - miles p~r hour. William Floyd Casner of Ft.tit~ building a_t Oriinge ahd Birch: tnal I!! the five-clay prerlldion rClm, 
; lrM1nn ~ comrmml- . erlon: a . dauglller, WliUnetft. a two-story home at_ 207 s. for Southern Callfornl11 and 111,, ,·cin 
jmtsnt. A mnre Im - ThP.y foll6we~ thP. cAr· i::outh Milrle Lauder of Ptl.ltndal~ Madron.Ii, a ·n d l numMr ot local area, accbrdlng t1J t.hr ~ible 

:ier~hip'~ mo~inn to t.o Jmperlll.l where It made fl eight granrlchlldren And five rentals. . . . _ U.S. Weil.ther Bureau. crl\·e 

1 groups fihbust er right tnrn onto JmpP.rlal Hf$.ih- great grnndchlldren. In later yell.NI he became a Temperature here ~unrla y ;, nrl 

\VAY from II. Je rt h:rnd lllne, Mr . Casner Is known for ~1;.1r.-1auglht t twoodearveh~ ah 11 " rP.ached a high of 92. with /I W<Jlli 
· - . . . VdSe wr er o occupy · 1s usy I t "l -'I th I I rlc nt. 

s 1\Rt: F.XPF.CTt:D rinrl hrgnn to "fl~ht;ill," weav- drilling the C~apman gusher mhid anrl hnnilf;. He lined the . ow O o . uur n~ e n g '' · Th 
,e r n11nril fnr rr - Ing frnh, !«Ide to sldP.. In. l.919, nine years ilfter he 11.r- wal111 of his home w Ith his r:,e3;rhog count was measurPrl rl<'\'P. 

Thr W-ma_n rn1111 - Thro '-'Phldi, lllliPcl ~ l>ed a~ rived hert'. .-. . carved works _of . his .own d~- a · · . Cln 1 

•rP tnrb ~- - 1 ht> p:i 11 - · · g · P · · Born Aug. 6, 1871 ln .the sl~n ,~hlch he fa~h_loned _ over The wen.I.her forP.c:i5t thrn11gh tip Ir. 
k wr tok n!'; a <'llrh It hmtlrrl nlong hnperlA.I High- town or Ba 11 en a, neilr .RA· the years. His · vers¢s . ffll _A Tuesday · In the area calls fo r !'hop 

w11 y, ptJlfce said. The car nnr- mona, In the m~mntalM of Sith number of pates of copybooks sunny and contlnu'!d hot with A 
rowly mli::sed Mme of.her veht- Diego , Counly, ,he workM _lh itrid he took plell.~u_re in· reclt- terriperatu.res In the vicinity of T!N g 

<:l e~ anrl flniilly "loppP.d. Th<> the Stonewall mine a!! ll S,oung Ing them. 100 degrcl!s li.nd ahove. ca te, 

rlrlver \l\'M' t!i ken lhto custody m11n. · · · 

!S OF INVESTIG1\; at 1111 orange ~rove. He manled 'M'11thdil Agnes 
th the :nrf'sl nr 92 · . Bergmiiri In 1898 ll.nd 11.ftl!r A 
P n fnhout ~20 O(I() Hrr hn~h:i.nd nnrt father werP 1,. t fa· . 1 g In· R . ., 

· •r • · • ~ k t .,w yea rs o , rm n a• 

e or nhnut $10.000 notlfl tort :ihcl $he wa .. 13 en ° mona, mov~il' to SantA Plltllii, 
lerday. wr.rt> mnde Ora ngP. County Hn.~pltal. Th~ ,vhi!re they Marted lhelt l!ni: 
f,-,-: ('n1111 ty In whnt womnn tole! polke . she ha . lly. Mr. CMn~r flltmed tor~ 
. n~r rntlr!' vinlntor!' !':in~hC'rl hn wrl!'I!! "hfle ,~t_ II ~ a d s ·t -37 in' ti\ .. ·oil 

r I d·~ hor'ne In· Baldwin ~ark yPar,, n • pen " 
r en , , . ,(lr.lc1~. 

R TO THE THRONE rc>licr c1Jnflscntrrl a nutrtber HI!! . flri:t oil w P.11 wAsl . 
Prinr,.s!< !';nphiP or or whltl' pills, razor bl11.de~ And brohght In In 1909 At'tM ktl- ;. 

v ,·(!<ii to I hi:' 13ny a b111C'hPr ~nlfe thily found In tlrin ot Oleo. It w&.s tM flrkt 
?rn ,-,.~t ,,rrl ny frnm thr c.:ir,, wh1r.h belonged to the well south of tht! PAclttc El!!C• 
,rl -U{r, .w<Jrlr! honPY· wom:in s hu1;hn 11d· Irle .Rnllway, 

r nlk P. Mlrl thr. wom11 n tolrl In 1!JIO he moved hi~ t,hnl\y 
thP.tn ~he hod lo1<t her two chll • lo Brl'll nnd built A~vf!t41 llt\d· . 

E BI\TTUNG TWO rlren. marl<!!. Wlu~n he Arrived, Mi'8. · 
: lllHI r ,ir.l n ( hPr<' . . --------------- --~-- · 

;J~}g(,\~;:(~f New Grade School Library· Aide 
2~~:Ft.\~it~;.;rr-- Has Story Hour This Tuesday 
S/\JT,on rnoM JI\ · ~pPdal t.11 m 1111:' r a r. tlvlllr~ Cluh" hos over 300 chlldrM\ 
ir i~,-,, B~y Y"~t,-,-rlrey fnr r hllrlrf'>n nt. the Rrca LI - Pnrollerl n.nrl 1riorn than half 
thro r .,r- ili r. Thr. ?.1 - brnry, r,12 ~- BrP.n Blvrl ., a r ;, of lhr>1;e havl! llltr.ady complet

; f:i thrr·~ n11tn part ,-: proving lo ht' a pnpulnr rer r~ - rd thP rearllng of ten bool<~ 
Y I?.. llnrir> 1<nirl h<' ;itlnn for r oung rr ~dP. rit, ac- nnc! hnvi\ to~rnrrl tlie rr\lnl11 -
1'·'·" "''""~ In ,,,~I'll ,.,,,.,11,, ,,. I n llhr:uv nrrl r ill ls. lure liilcli;copr A 11 d the . ~olilr 



91-Year-Old · Pioneer , , 
. ' . 

Lo11g~ time> Resident 
I ' ' \ • II ' J "th: l;i /~· -;~ . ' 

i) w ,·/ .. ·,· ... ,~:o· , .,_ ,::.~.<)e-~·.1,'tas',f~< .. .. n···-e·•. , · .. . ·,.,·· ,w· , • . . t 
•• .~ • I • ' ~• I" • , ., , 
~ ' • i. r: 11 ~1'• • ~ / ~ ' . \ ~ r ~\~ , I ' , • • 

,: . - __ . _:!,,:.: ,. • ~.:~-'~ . . . . . l!if.~t ~ ........... 
- .. .. .. I • , • . 

·. Fun'~rai ~@NldJ·~}~~f~ h~i~ya~!ih~;- -~tt~n 'r~~~li~d,. Br e'a. 
over the \V~ekef!d. for Wil.liam w-a:·s a': h~lf-dozen buildings 
Da.niel Casner, 91, of 126½ S. :1. · .1~ . 

Flow~r, Brea, who died Thur~~ separatea by a dirt road. He 
day a.t the Los Ai'amitos Sani- Used to _drl_ve to the corner of 
tari um, three d~ys after hi s Comtnbnwealth a.'ria S p a d r a 
birthday anniversary. ,' '. (now Harbor B1vd'.) in· Puller-

The Brea· pioneer'.s.· services ton to b'tty gr6cerlet h6rs~s 
~ere · 11: e _l d · at McAulay, -~nd _ahd wagons ·tro~ St'ern _and 
Suter s , Mortuary, · Fullerton, Goodman The h S"' . d 
with The ·Rev. w. Leslie LOW· . '. or c:S an 
rey, mitlister of ·the . Br~a-wa~ons- were the start , of a 
Christian Church officiating. transfer bi1sitiess · he estab-
Burial followed at Loma Vista. lished in 1915. · · 
, Surviv6ts include 'a s o:n; · He bu i It an apartment 
William Floyd Casner of Full- build~ng ·at Orange ahd Birch; 
ert6n; a· dauglHer, Wat:1het~ a two-story home · at 207 s. 
Marie Lauder of PAltnd:ile, Madron.a, a ·n d a number of 
eight grandchildren and five reritals. , . . · . 
great grandchiidren. In later years · he became a 

. · . self-taught · woodcarver and 
~r. Casner . i~ know_n _ for verse writer to occupy·his busy 

drilling. the C1:13:pman g~~~er mi rid and hands. 'tie lined . the 
i~ 1919, nl~e yeats after h~ ar- walls · of his home w i th his 
riv~d .heM. .' · , carved works ,of ,. his .own de
. Borrl Aug. ·6, ·l871 in ' ;the sign which he fasnioned over 
town of B a 11 e n a, near .Ra- the yea.rs. · Ris · ✓hs~s · :t111 · a 
mona, in the m~>Untains of San number of pages of" c6pybooks 
Diego County, _he worked in ind he took ple~sure in' recit-
the Stonewall mine as a young ing them. . 
man. 

He marrted 11Ma.'tilda' Agnes 
Bergman in"J89S ;and · a~ter a 
1 ew years of i f~t1ning in -Ra
mona, moved' to ~an ta P~tlla, 
where they ~tarted th~it fam
il'y. Mr. Casner fa,tmed for '33 
years and sp'erit ·· 37 · in' the oil 
•fields. ' : , . :. · ·. 

His first oU · we 11 -was 
brought, in in 1909 :·a,t·~rie; ~ra
tidn of Oleo.- It · w~s ,he first 
wen south of the Pacific Elec-

' ~y' .. 3 ;, tric .Railway. , . , . , ··, 
, ~ In 1910 he moved. hts family 

to Brea. and built ~_ev~r~l l~'nd-· 
' marks. When he ·arrived, Mrs. 

·I r•--r,rl~® Q ,,_ ,.,_ ' 

1 1 -· -~~- ··~
11", I J If 









Ca·sne·r -House ·:m-~y · be saved from 
Brea redevelop'1lent wrecking ball -
. · . 6 ---r ~- <rr . 

By· Steve ~reech South Redwood. Ave. · teria for the listing in the Na-
_DSP Staff Writer The pro.posed relocation places tional Register of Historic Places. 

BREA - A piece of city history the historic building on a similar The city believes the building is 
may avoid the redevelopment size, 7,000-square-foot lot, but an example of "special elements 
wrecking ball Tuesday if plans for does not include an adjoining of Brea's cultural, social, eco-
its relocation are accepted. two~car garage. nQmic, political, and architectural 

The Planning Commis~ion is A new two-car garage must be history. _(It is) identified with per-
, expected to approve a . new ad- constructed at the new site before sons significant in Brea's history." 
dress for the Casner · House,- a the home is occupied, according Since it ls designated as a local 
tw.o-story historic building at 207 , to, city dQcuments. , historic structure, the Casner 
S. Madrona Av.e.· -The : 2~200-square~(oot Casner House qualifies for rehabilitation 

'!· ' ' • 

.. rhe bu.ilding now stands withi~ House is li$ted -in the Historic under the Historic Building Code. 
th~ · 50-acre · · area of the citys Preserv~tion · Opportunities· for Also at the meeting, the plan-
downtown slated for redevelop- the .Downtown. booklet created by ning commission is expected to: 
ment . the Historic .. Committee ~n Febru- ■ Approv~ a . sign program for 

Built in 1915 by William Cas- ary, 1990. Islands restaurant The restau-
ner, a · city· founder who drilled . The booklet identifies. all struc- rant will occupy the existing Avi-

. one of the early oil :wells i~ Brea, tures within the downtown area las El Ranchito Restaurant at 250 
: the Casner House has been sin- worthy of preservation. S. State College Blvd. Its opera-
\ gl~~ out for preservation by the City documents call the build- tors are seeking approval for 
, ·: Brea Historical Co.lJllllittee. ing· the "best example in Brea of three outdoor wall signs on the 
" · · ·Following the committee's rec- an 'Airplane Craftsman' !'-style south, west> and north sides of 

ommendation, the . City Council home. · the building. 
gave its approval in June to relo- The historical significance of ■ beny a request by a resident 
cate the Casner House to · 121 the G?sner House is based on cri- (Continued on page 2) 
,. ' 
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