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A Hollywood type opening
sturing maovie stars is plan-

4 by Davis
The thester ig being com

eled rebullt, Davis says,
ly the walls of the old|
sce being retained. The

enter will have a new di-
lounge

ensional screen,
sirs and alr conditioning.

The space occupled by the
ea Travel Service will be-
me part of the new lobby.
e travel service has moved

1her south on Brea Blvd.

I'ie theater was purchased
duly from Lester Russell
San Clemente by Norman
odlin, operator of the Or-
ge Theater for the past 12

ars,
#hen the bullding is com-
ted It will feature first-
1 movies, Davis says.
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“High School -
Capacity Is -
Not Reached

There  are still adequate
facilitles for the anticipated
new enrollment at Brea Olin-
da Unlon High School this
fall, but it expected that the
allendarice will reach close to
capacity of about 1,000 next
year if the city growth con-
tinues at its present pace.
The new board of trustees
of the " Brea Olinda Union
High School District has been
studying the situation and is
;&pected to  soon _make 2
move In the duectlon of ex
panslon to meet future needs.
Counsellors at the high
|school will schedule all new
students beginning  Sept 3,
District Superintendent Frank
O. Hopkins -announced today.
Incoming 9th grade students
have already been scheduled
and will report for an orien-
tation programm at 8:30 a.m.
Friday, Sept. 6.

All students will report for
classes at 8:30 a.m. Tuesday,
Sept. 10, Hopkins said today.

Weather: 'The Man'
Says More Of Same

Llule temperalure change
with sunshine through
Tuesday and highs up to
98 degrees is the weather
forecast for the area as a
new August . week opens.
Low tonight lTooms belween
.58 and 64.

No precipitation is fore-
seen, 3

Sunday’s high reached 89
while this morning’s low hit
63.
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TACKLE NORTH STRIP

S prowy B3 TEEE Dower

Planners Move to
Beautlf y Brea Blvd.

The Bres Flitnzing
clean 'up and beastifly Bres
Bivd. and they have tackled

{what they call an wnsightly

siteich on the porthern section
of the street

Several weeks ago W. Shep-|
pard’s petition lor a use per-
mit 1o establish a truck re-
pair business was granted on
condition that improvements
be made on the strip In (m'n

sharing with another on a sub-
lease basis.

Last Thursday night Shep-
pard appeared before the plan-
ners and sald that his oper-
ation-was being held up by
the fallure of the owner of the
property to comply with the
conditions. ;

Can’t Bequtify Whole Town

“I am not going to make the
whole.town pretty so that I
can go Into business here”,
Sheppard told. the planners.

He declared that he was
willing to clean up and beau-
tify his share of the property,

Notables Attend
Purl V. Harding
Funeral Service

Many prominent Breans tumed
out Salurdéy morning for the _fu
neral of Purl William Harding, 71,
who had served unmtil 1957 as
secretary of the chamber of com-
merce. 2 :

The service was' held in the
Spivey and Roberts Mortuary

Rev. Leslie Lowrey of Brea Chris-
tian Church.

Mr. Harding died Wednesday in
the Fullerton Convalescent Hospl-
tal, where he had been for three
years. '

- He leaves his wife, Verna, who
operates the Brea Camera and
Knit Shop on Brea Blvd. and four
sisters in Michigan.

,.5, building taken away.

of the property which he is:and it was suggested that hejon

Chapel and was conducted by|

byt he couldnl take om the
hote fromt
The planmers want the pres
o femce coversd with vy or
woe ofher vioe, the weeds re
moved, the grass cut and any
materials stored in fromt of
|
\

¥o Beply From Owner

A letter has been adds ressed |
to the owner In Los Angeles
|but no reply has been received |

Sheppard said that when he|
talked to the. owner's agent|
{he was advised that the prop-|
lerty did not belong to him|

keep off that portion which he
was not. leasing. -

—In attempt to resolve the
problem and make it possible
for Sheppard to begin opera-
tions the planners adjourned
their meeting to this Thurs.
day night when they expect to
have most of those concerned
with the situation present.

Chairman Thomas J. Kowal-
<ki has asked City Administra-
tor A. W. Studebaker to de-
termine if there is any action
the city can take to force the
owners and other tenants to
clean up and  beautify the
strip alopg the boulevard.

It was suggested at last
Thursday night's meeting that
there might be some use being
made.of the property ‘without
permits.
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Cyclist Reports
Hit-Run Accide

Gary Garfield of 6
nolla reports that hi
cycle was struck and ¢
by a car operated b;
run driver in Brea Bl
Friday afternoon.

There is never a curtain or in-
termission for life’s little dramas.

A little guy of about four was
sitting on the grass with a neigh-
borhood kid on Laurel Ave., when
a large dog leaped across the
lawn and kicked hls face.

Frightened, the youngster bound-
ed l\ome. crying.
“Whal's the matter?" asked his
mother who had bden watching
out the window. “Did the dog
bite you?"

“No, but he Iasled me," the
little guy replied.

Visitors

year?"” asked grandpa.

Council To Hear

UQura Aid M eald il s

':lifé’s’little_Dram

Grandparents of a little' fellow
of nine and hs six year old sis-
ter came from lowa for a visit.

“Did you see Santa Claus this

-~

the living room and an
“If you smell something
Tacos

A man.and his wife o
a local Mexican restam
ordered “three tacos to
the car,” in addition to t
they wanted served at I
“Why don't you bring 1
dren in?" asked the waitre
have high chairs and
delighted to serve them |
“Bul, you sce they are
children, but for our pet al
in the car,” the man ex
One customer at the sa)
taurant has a dog which
a coke from a saucer pla
fore him in the patio.
“Gosh!™

A local couple went to !
land to see “Gypsy.”
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Theater’s condition betrays glam:

By Leslie Stuart Carter

The stuccoed marquee over the squat building at
134 South Brea Boulevard reads simply “Brea.” It
looks like an old movie theatre even though that
same marquee now proclaims "Calvary Chapel”
and “WhereJesusis Lord.”

Asknowledgeable Breans are aware, it wasan
old movie house--and it didn't always have its
I_m_-gcsl attendances on Sunday mornings.

] Theoldplace looks forlorn,
apologetic and abandoned
today as it stands there mute
inits familiar spotin
downtown Brea awaiting its
fate atthe handsofthe
municipal demolition squad
with the dreaded wrecking
ball

Sixty-five years ago,
however, the draughty relic
presented a wholly different
demeanor. All Brea flocked
ontowhat wasthen called Pomona Avenue just to
sce foritselfthat marvel that local newspapers
called “atheatre equal to the finest in the state.”

For Breans--and for Americans in general, for
that matter--1922 was a very good year ror
entertainment. Movies were action-filled and
opulent: “Robin Hood,” “Blood and Sand,” “The
Prisoner of Zenda.” And people back then liked
their songs heavy on the sentimental and melodic
side so Tin Pan Alley came up with some
immortals: “A Kiss in the Dark,” “Wonderful One”
and “L’'Amour.”

The “Red Lantern,” pride of Brea and the first
theatre intown, opened its doors on March 7, 1922.
That exotic-sounding name. later to diminish to the
more prosaic “Brea Theatre,” had to do with the
building's interior, an abundance of red Chinese
lanterns. And they didn’t throw open the place with
amere “grand opening” banner, either.

Floodlights swept the murky sky as the Brea
Municipal Band oompahed away at a milling crowd
of predominantly “shieks and their flappers,” asa
local paperreported.

The soda shop next door did a roaring trade in
malts and sarsparilla as the revved-up throngin
the abiding joy ofthat night to remember.

Music wasn't confined to the Red Lantern’s
sidewalk because, during the intermission, those
who weren't at the snack bar splurging their
nickels and dimes on popcorn and Baby Ruths,
marveled at the costly Robert Morgan pipe organ
outthereinfrontofthestageinallitsglory.
Perhapsthe organist managed to sneakin a chorus
ortwoof “I'Amours Toujours L'Amour.” Folks
loved a good, old-fashioned sing-song in those days
with their pictures and there was no excuse for not
inininagin thowordewere richt nnthere on the

Beat

Brea

HEAVEN CAN WAIT— In earlier years the old Brea
Theatre's busiest times weren't Sunday mornings.
The former cinema now houses a Calvary Chapel,

March night so long ago really should have been
something to remember, too. But they puton
something called “A Game Chicken” starring
gorgeous Bebe Daniels. Actually, that first night
audience didn’t care. They weren't there for the

movie, anyway. Just wanted to be a part of the thrill

of it all. At 10 cents a seat they could afford it.

The Brea Investment Co. must have been
overjoyed atthe success of its venture in providing
homey old Brea with a theatre to rival any that
Fullerton or Anaheim could match for sheer
sumptuousness. The company’s founders, Felix
Yiarite, Bill Culp and Abe Yost, shared a bitof

show biz history.too, because as the yearsrolled by
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Leslie Stuart Carter isa 21-year resident of Brea anda

native of London, England. He has written freelance

articles for avariety of newspaper and magazines. We
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FREE % ADMIT ONE % FREE
BREA THEATRE

134 SOUTH BREA BLVD. - BREA
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S OR THURSDAY UNTIL MARCH 3, 1968 g
S WHEN ACCOMPANIED BY ONE PAID ADULT ADMISSION ¢
Q ©
o o
3% o

This Ticket Will Admit Two Persons For The Price Of One

QO000Q00000000000000000000000000000000000000
One Person will See a Show Absolutely Free as a Guest
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RED LANTERN THEATER

BREA'S FIRST

In the early 1920's several nego-
tiation attempts were made with out-
side promoters to build a theater
within the City of Brea, These
efforts having failed, several local
men who hzd lived in Brea for many
years, formed a company called the
Brea Investment Company. Felix
Yriarte was named president. Also
involved were William "Bill" Culp
and Abe Yost.,

The late Lois Muzzall Smith also
writes, in addition to the above,
that the construction was started in
the Fall of 1921, with T.H. Fowler
of Santa Ana as the contractor, and
completed by March of 1922,

Opening night was March 7, 1922,
Mrs, Smith, a resident of Brea since
1911, attended the opening and she
has written, "It was a gala affair;
large flood lights 1lit up the sky,
revolving in every direction. The
Brea Municipal Band played before the
doors were opened for the milling
crowd that stood around the streets
waiting to be admitted. This was
Brea's first showplace of that time.
As the name Red Lantern would signify)
the decor was of Oriental motif and
lovely to see, and the Robert Morgan
pipe organ melodious to the ear."

She adds, "My notes tell me that
the billing for the opening night was

a Stage attraction starring Bebe
Daniels in a film by the name, "A
Game Chicken!"

Mrs. Smith further relates that
the Red Lantern Theater was a
popular dating place of the young
people of Brea, often followed by
ice cream at‘'Stewarts Confwcrlonarj ]
Shop’''next door. One of the Red“sw«:*!
Lantern's most notable stars appear-
ing on stage was Frances Gumm, later
known as the famous Judy Garland.

Look at the picture above and
note the sign and the light overhead
which had red glass to carry Qut the
theme. The ceiling lightsvWere
similar and hung down like Chinese
lanterns. Looking out over the
audience a huge cross-legged Buddha

with a red light in the middle of
its forehead was attached to eacl.

side wall, 7The theater was located
on the east side of Brea Blvd,, a
few doors north of Birch St, After
it eventually closed, the building
was remodeled and 1s-now-$he—s&$e—of
Calvary ChaPel Church \i”’A ] i
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NEXT GENERAL MEETING
September 30, 1983

The next general meeting of the
Society will be held at the 0l1d City
Hall at 7:30 in the evening.

PROGRAM: A prominent 20 year
resident of Brea, Jack Rider, will
be our guest speaker. Jack is the
publisher and owner of PACIFIC OIL
WORLD magazine which this year
celebrated its 75th year of publish-
ing; thus it qualifies as the second
oldest oil magazine in existence. He
is a native Californian, a graduate
of U.S.C., and has been involved in
petroleum publishing since 1954.

Jack and his wife, Schaloiaas, have
four children. He once was advertis-
ing agent for Shaffer Tool Works and
is a member of the Brea Historical
Society.
TOPIC: Development of the 0il
Industry.
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

The purpose of the Brea Historical
Society is to collect and preserve
historical material relating to
the City of Brea.

On a recent trip to Northern
California, my wife and I visited
several historical sites including
the Oakland Museum, San Francisco
Cable Car Museum and the Martinez
Museum in Martinez, California.

Martinez is an old community with
its beginnings in 1849, and the
original and present site of Contra
Costa County seat. It has a long
and exciting history. The Martinez
Historical Society was fortunate
enough to acquire a Victorian home,
I say fortunate, because the owners
were about to tear it down to pro=-
vide parking spaces. People of the
community rallied around the cause
and saved this heritage as a sample
of late 19th century architecture,

and a museum site for the people of
Martinez.

This brings me to my message to
you. Although Brea is not as old
as Martinez, we do have a heritage
that needs to be preserved. We
need to speak out with enthusiasm
and express to others our goal to
save historical material in order
to provide an understanding of
former customs, activities, and
personalities of Brea, and to estab
lish a museum in Brea to house them
and provide a center for historical
research,

Remember, some day Brea will be
as old as Martinez is today, and
the adults and children of today
and tomorrow deserve the opportun-
ity to explore the past and learn
about the heritage of the town in
which they 1live,

The realization of this goal of
the Brea Historical Society can
make a positive cultural and educa-
tional contribution to the City of
Brea, its schools and its people.

Karl Fanning

BREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
PROGRESS REPORT
Brea's story, as told during the
recent Historical Exhibit at the
Civic Center Gallery, revived
interest in reactivating the Brea
Historical Society. Therefore, in

the purpose of electing a Board of
Directors and officers to make and
carry out plans for the future. The

at 9:00 A.M. at the 0ld City Hall.
Incidentally, anyone who wishes to
attend is welcome.

We have established a purpose for

Museums, the Heritage Room at the
Anaheim Public Library, Buena Park's

Insurance Company Historical Library
in order to learn techniques of
museum technology.
a system for keeping track of the
fmany negatives, pictures, documents
and artifacts we have received and
expect to receive in the future.

Not the least of our activities,
Was our appearance before the Brea
City Council to request a space in
the 0l1d City Hall as a sit e for a
museum. In addition, we have held
two general meetings for the member-
ship, and, with this writing, are
| publishing our first NEWSLETTER.

WELCOME TO MEMBERS

who have joined The Society, and
thank you for putting your trust in
the directors and officers listed
below. Your dues and contributions
are tax deductable since The Brea
Historical Society is a non-profit
Corporation organized under the laws
of the State of California.

President
a anning

Vice President
ean F. MclLen

Secnetany-Treasunen
Beitfy Straw

Directons

vyen Bennett
Kart Fanning
Dean F. MilZen
Frank Schweitzen
Cathenrine Seilen
Betty Stnaw

Dorothy Yates

January, 1983, a meeting was held for

Board has been meeting on Wednesdays

the Society (see President's messgge)
have visited Costa Mesa's and Tustin's

“u

‘poag
‘S Toh

Society, and The First American Title

We have developed

We would like to welcome all of you
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Sept. 15-16—Gea. OBrien in “True Heaven” e ; RED WN
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Your Home Should Come First

See

The Cumin
of Brea

* For Your

SHADES, LINOLEUM and
HOUSE FURNISHINGS

Leave Your
Kodak Films
L. Here :
To Be Develope

o,

$oda & L

CLOSE’S DRUG STORE

(Next door tc‘b Post Office)

g Furniture Store

(‘Be

~

T
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PRO(;RAM

R T T
b Thnr-d'.y and Fr;, day

Victor MeL. &;i::n 5o
“Capafn Lash_».

“Collegians™
: % and News
aturday, Septembe, T

e But Dllmbn

with

Patsy Ruth Milley

_F also
om Tylep
“ iﬂ
Pride of Pawnee”
—_—
Saturday's Matinee

“P .
ri
de of Pawnee”

“Diamond Master”
(New Serial)

E \ A s
> Se Wednesday, September 11

nd Monday, Sept. 8-9

anday *
3 5*"1 on Chaney
“East is East” I

with
upe Valez and Estelle Taylor

Vaudeville
Mi: dD-y

«“Night Life”

“Man, Woman, > -
0 RN and Wife|

Sk e I
Norman Kerry and Ma
Rt X
__Thursday and Friday, Sept. 12-13

_ Wm. Boyd

rion Nixon

COURTESY ‘

" Woodrulf’s

QUALITY
SATISFACTION

Ora.nge;Cpl'th S
Transfer
We Deliver the Goods
Any Place—ADnY¥ Time
; Ph&ne Bre.‘ 104
E. H. Peterkin

- in Sl
“Flying _Fool”
Comedy and News
———————— x

Saturday, September 14

Ken Maynard e

«California Mail”,
“alse £
«Hero of the Circus”

Saturday Matinee
“Hero of the Circus’

“Diamond Master” No. 2

ELMER HOLCOMB
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables

G: H. GHEEN
For
QUALITY MEATS

e HOGUE’S GROCERY
“Where the Customer is
Alwzys Right.”
P



