
i~ VANTAGE POINI' - ~dents on Palmetto 
Place m Brea used their rooftops Sunday as a strategic 
vantage point tp view the fire which 1'11111 m the billl . 
north of the city. The fire completely surrounded the 
U.S. Army Nike site In the hills, but mtlltary authorl-

. ~ . i 
ties reported that no damage was done to any or tflt 
underground missiles or launching facillUe.,. Aft,: the , 
wind shifted the fll'I burned over thf' hlB ~o Lot 
Angeles County territory itfblackened' between three 
and four thousand acres. 



fBrush Fires Sweep T rabuco, 
Brea Areas, Force Evacuation r 

Shifting Winds Ease Threat in County After Flames 
Scorch Campgrounds, Raze Home, Peril Gasoline Plant 

BY STEVE EMMONS 
Tlm11 11111 Writer 

llrush fires swept through Orange 
County Sunday for the second time 
In three days, scorching camp­
grounds, destroying a house, forcing 
evacuations and burning lo the edge 
of a gasoline plant. 

A fire that broke out in Trabuco 
Canyon east of El Toro blackened 
about 1,500 acres of brush uefore JOO 
fire fighters, 40 fire trucks and bix 
aerial tnnkcrH checked the blaze al 
about~ p,m. 

The flames had 6lltTountled the 
tiny Tn1buco Oaks community and 
had blackened the fringes of O'Neill 

Park, but fire officials said if winds 
did not whip up the fire, it might die 
out by this morning. I 

A fire in the hills a half mile north 
of Brea charred 200 acres just north 

1 of a housing tract, but a shift in 
wind drO\·e the flames away from I 
the houses and a gasoline plant. 

Into L.A. County 
The wind shift eased the danger in 

Orange County but sent the fire out 
of rnntrol into Los Angeles County. 

.\l 7:30 p.m. another fire erupted 1 

near the county line in Santa Ana 
Canyon, but firemen contained the 
~ma·II fire in a half-hour. They re­
ported no damage to anything but 
brush. 

Sid Kelson, superintendent of the• 
Shell Oil Co. gasoline plant north of 
Brea, said the flames burned within 
50 feel of bis planl. 

"I didn't think we'd ever save it," 
he sa.id. "We bad taken safely steps 
lo prevent an explosion of the 
plant." 

He estimated, however, tbat if fire 
had started within the plant, it 
would have eventually caused $2 
million damage. . 
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Missile Site , • • 

~ ·.,;., .. 
The Brea fire also surrounded a 

Nike ground-to-air missile site but • 
caused no damage. l\Iilitary aut11ori­
ties pointed out both missile and 
control facilities are underground. 

·The Trabueo ffre started al tlie 
northern end of Traliueo Oaks and 
burned to the east, fanning out and 
narrowly· missing the St. Michael's 
Seminary and the Ramakrishna 
Monastery. One house in that area, 
howe.Y.!)r, was destrom 

~~~V~ _,oo_., 
FIRE BLACKENS 3,000 ACRES NEAR BREA SUNDAY 

_ Flam~ and Smoke Race Over The Brea Hills Sunday Afternoon, Threatening Shell Oil Field. 
~ ------------------ --
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Brea Area Refinery Escapes 
'By RUSS WILLIAMS 
News TribaDe Writer 

BREA - A small but poten­
tially volaWe pocket nestled 
a m o n g 3;000 fire-<:harred 
acres In the Brea hills Sunday 
wu the subject of more at­
tention and concern than It 

1 bas ~ved in its 33-year 
hlstory!'J": • • .. ~ "-. 

The pocket, surrounded by 
hills, harbors folll' tanks con­
taining 25,000 gallons of crude 
gasoline. 

If the brush fire would have 
roared unchecked Into the 
Shell Oil Co. absorption plant, 
the tanks would have blown 
and "it would've been all 
over for all of us," said a. 

SEVEN HOSES, AT WIND'S END 

firefighter manning one or 
seven hoses specially as­
signed to the plant. 

"I guess she was smiling on 
us today," said Wayne Young, 
Brea fire engineer, who was 
part of the fire fighting con­
tingent assigned to the facil­
ity. 

Young apparently was re-

(erring to Lady Luck, wlio 
made her presence felt when 
gusty Santa Ana winds sud­
denly died at approximately 
3: 15 p.m., ending immediate 
danger of the fire reaching' 
the refinery. 

As it was, the flames licked 
their way down the sides of 
three hills northwest of the 
plant, but were stopped by 

._, water streams from strategi-
' cally spotted fire hoses. 

The gasoline tanks, on the 
• extremely western edge of the 

plant, were being guarded by 
f i r e m e n who periodically 
doused them and the sur­
rounding bru.•hy area.~ 
sprinkler system on top of th!!) 

•. tanks also was turned~n. • Ed 1Nesloit, plant • • 
. said the four tanks baw·a -

pacity of 95,000 ,gallons bit· ... ..,, ..... ¥ ed. .. .,. 
When the wind• , 

. ~ making prepara ~ 1to. 
pipe the gasoline out of the 

, fire -. Tlie crude gasoline 
Is sip!ihecf from•ml wells 'and 
st~ in. the tanks~until It I&. 

• shll>ped oQt for refining, 
Nelson said the ' 'absorptioo 

t
··= with a complement of 
, _ ~!oot distilling towers 
. anlt a large w~, bas 
~ been tucked away in the Brea' 
! ,hiJW;Jlocket ·ror, 33 years. 

Tia plant' Is situated at the 
·, root of the Army Nike Base, 

which was encircled and 
ieventually bypassed by the 
brusrfire. 

r DJstiiling towers at a Shell Oil Co. absorbtion 
plant• overlook black clouds of smoke kicked up 
by a wind-fed brush fire in the Brea hills. When 

the wind died, firemen set up a seven-hose de• 
tense around the plant and J1B four gasoline 
tanks. 



OIL FIELD SCORCHER-Aerial view shows flames raging west 
of Brea Blvd. north of the city and threatening the oil facility. 

1 TimpeN'! 

Briush Fires Sweep T rabuco, 
Brea Areas, Force Ev.aclfiti~n 

Shifting Winds Ease Threat in County :Affir Flames 
Scorch Campgrounds, Raze Ho,ne, :Peril&solilie Plant 

l BY STEVE EllllONs ,......,.,.., J 

Brush fires swept througli Orange 
County Sunday for the second. tlnie , 

\ in 'three days, --scorching camp­
grounds, aestl'Qying a house, forcing 
evacuations and burning to the edge 
of a gasoline plant. , , 

• A fire that broke out In Trab4co 
Canyon" east of El Toro blackened 
about 1,500 acres of brush before 300 
fire fighwrs, 40 fire truoks and six 
aerial tankers checked the blaze at 
about 9_.J>:m. 

The flames bad surrounded the 
tiny Trabuco Oaks community and 
had blackened the fringes af O'Neill 

Park, but- fire offlclais said U-winas' 
did not whip up tbe f1.rea It might die 
out by this morning. 

A fire in the ~Jl Mllmlle north 
of Brea charred ZOfl:acres ju~~i>t.tb 
of a housing trac!t, but a s&ft't ,tii 
t\•ind drove the flames am'lrom 
the houses and a gasoline:p'iaiit; 

Into l..A. County 
The wind ahlft eased tJie: ~abjir fri 

Orange County but seJJt: the fire out 
-of control Into Los Angeles County 

At 7:30 p.m. another lire erupted 
near: the county line ~;iiiita Ana 
ea,~ but firemen cronf4lined ttre 
small flie in a ~~.They l'6,o,;. 

ported,.no damage to~bjthlng bu'­
brush. 

. - • Sid:~~onf_supe~tendent'or;the 
;Slifill!Oil ,Co~psoline plant north ·of 
.Brea, -sata_ the flairl~ burned within 
~feet of his plant:. ..-
< .. "1;:di.qn't:think we'd ever save it," 
. he -said .• ~we had taken :.saf~ty steps 
to prevent an explosion·' 'of the 
plant.• --~· 
. He estimated, however, thctt U fire 

had started within the plant it 
would .. have eventually caused' $2 
million damage. l,_ •. 

Missile -Site • 
• '(he Brea fire also surround~ a 
Nike ground-to-air missile site but 

caused nod~ Mill~;~-• "fies .,JlOUlted~,q_ut--~ • 
tjintri>f [acillties are7inlderg!'l{ . . 
. The 'I'rabuco· fire started· at ·~ 

'northern .en_d-'Of'·Trabuco· Oaks abd­
~Uf?edJ to~ ~e east, fanni,ng olll ~d. ~ 
narro,w.ly 1misaing the St. Mtcm.el'& 
Seminary·' )rid the Ramakrishna 
~Qn.steJ:Y,1 ·0-1\e bause, lQ •t¥t ·area. , 

-'·!~b'li\~~~o.i . 
~.~1>a~J+rui~elc!~f\e~~ 

R Mon.,Sept.28, 197~ 

fhe wind shifted, driving 
fire back toward 

ii Park and Trabuco 
-~ them in dan-

t
~· f~~-the \second time. 
--.:- By .9 P·ll½· ~ offlc~ 
b[l .the ~ said the tDR' 

,tlad been '.~ked•but that 
~ new wind •~Quld revive 
il They said they ~re 
_hqping for a still night at 
least through sunrise . 
:~},.s the fl&.• a p-

l
ched 0' N & i l I Park, 

pers were i"'' 1 he, canyon . ft.Ii 
. door-out dB 
' t{) Ortega I " rr· 
\-_ Awaiting Ne~ 

, ~ '!lesidents a 1 o n g._ Live 
Jrak Canyon Rold and 
,9'd r by congre~~• 
,Sgok's Corner to drlnt 
~rand so(t d~inks, 

,:;gpnch_ snacks, and ner­
•ly await news ,of -tb,e 
fire. ·iH":['t • 

One woman brought ~ 
trailer house out with her 
~d parked it at Cook's 
'~er. 

Telephone ru· ... 
'briefly knocked and 
4uring the night a • 
el heading into the canyon 
brushed against IJll)me 
power ,lines and ~ 
them: The• were no iaJIJ­
rles In the accident. 

During \ht het,bt of lhe 
fires, ~ 1lnl Canyon 
If.old ::J.El 1l'tD Road 
:were off 



Blazes in County ~--atttid 
lkllday, narmally a day of 1'111. for d r &tult!Dti and many of \ts raldelu 

_. Oraqe Countlana, wu anytblnc • two tnajcr brush fires llell'l!d more 
1111 rtlbl far DIil Oran&e County lire than 1,000 acrea in two ftres. 

Flames Trap .Tribune 
Reporter, Photographer 

By mcg IIASIAM rid&e from the north, creallng their own 

Nm ·• Wrller firHform. We aUemptecMo ,outrace the flames by 
Panlcl running west on the road, but we were 
Like antmals In a cage, we were sur• slopped by flames already licking at the 

rounded by walls of f1amt: trapped In a road and another car ln fr<inl of us. 
car 'Ytboaa only p~ was a thin At. I.he slorrn broke across the road, 
wall ot mata1 and glass. we reversed direction, traveling back-

, ward at speeds up lo so miles per hour, 
We, - Dl)'self along with a News Tri• with flames all all sides. The heat be-

bua Jlhotograpber, Jess Andresen Jr. came nearly unbearable. smoke and cin­
and .a freel.laDce ,pholoirapber, bad been ders rained on the car from all sides - ' 
c:ovirin, Uie fire In the B1·ea Hills from w5;rth:•~· moved backward, into. 
a vutqe po1nt an I ridge road leading dense clo1lds of black smoke that ob-
lo I.lie Niu mllslle base, scured everything within fiv11 feet. 

The pbotograpben bad walked east We could easily have been traveling 
uq the road to take pictures of the downhill through burned-out brush for all 
flamu racing up the sloJ)I'~ towards the we knew. 
bue and an Orange Count~ engine com- Suddenly, a bl"!ath of fresher air, the 
pany attempting to protect two oil tanks scene lightened, and we w1., <- free, while 
WCJI of the site, while the reporter stayed the flames raced to the south downhill 
behind to watch for flames (111 the west. Even now, a day after the near-trage-

Suddenly the flames raced out from dy, It is Impossible to recount the full 
the north side of the base, casung extent of the thoughts that went through 
embers hundreds oI yard11 to the west our minds as we stared at the names. It 
ad oortb, IWiln& new fires In every becomes a near-blank u we think back, 
dfrecllon. thankluJ that we're still alive. 

For a tlmi' llle llalnea appeared to· be Later as we stood gasping for brea1b 
eatJ.aa &bllr "11 slowly towards the in the ;till smoke-laden air, we'reallr.ed 
ridge wblre n w1ttcbed, but it soon be- that the car ahead of us bad also tieen 
came l(lllll'ellt tlw jbe ridge ~P goil!"I trapped. 
to become a bolocauat. , ' When the name.s died down we mond 

We barely had tlmt to Sump Iii· the W:, ba'ck down the road, along ~th 18\'~ 
and move cast ID tlil two 'pboto&J'lpbers firemen locating the car, D~W. ~. J 
before the ~ _.. racing up lbe The ~pant, who l~1 

Y.l,K!Dg serviceman trying to get ,u, ~ 
mke base to help fight the fire, was 
nowhere to be found and a search of the , 
now devastated hillside turned. up no 
trace. 

Much laler we learned that an oll com­
pany worluir found the youu!r, man, l~en­
uned as Pfc. William 1'hompson:' fat 
below the road near the gasollne refine- , 
ry,.UDllurt, but very, very-scared; 
-~------..:.• ~·->. • • ......L. 

Boill fires, one in Trabuco c_aiiyqn 
north of El Toro Marine Air Base, arid 
the other in Brea Canyon, near the,Los 
Angeles-Orange Co~nty _line, broke out at 
approximately, the same time - around)• 
noon, • 

The Brea Canyon. blaze, which the 141 
Angeles County Fire Department basi 
termed the "Fullerton Fire," charre4'3} 
000 hillside acres, 200 in Orange Coliilty. 
No structures were· burned. t • 
• The fire appanmtly·started on the west 
side,of Brea Canyon Road, then qulckly 
moved up 'adjoining liillsides. · 

1 Before the first 'units on :the scene 
could even get their lines establisJted, 

. the flames raced across the Brea Hills 
surrounding the Nlke Missile Bas.e, thl!ll4 
marching west-northwest towards IAl 
Habra Heights. 

A scarcity of equipment and erratic. 
winds forced fire equipment to rls 
most' of their actiYities to pro 
homes west of Brea and valuable 

tand equipment in the Shell Oil Com~ 
field scattered aroun~ the hills. ' 

i y ~ p.m., as fi.I:emen batUed to keep 
blJDll'Y flamea(from reaching a Shell 

, uoWle refinery located. northwest of 

•

several tongues of flame licked to­
duster of homes in La Habra 
-of FuJktton Road. __ _, 
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All Resources Thrown -Into Battle 
~ I 

~gainst Fires Burning in Southlan~ 
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Dally Star-Pr.:::Jogil!.re.:;..;1;.;;.1 ___ T_u_n_. _O..;,ct..;;...;.1.:.., .:.;1 ! 

Mayor's Ball masquerades for the 'Year of the Arts' 
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OKLAHOMA! - Mayur Clari.,e Blame1 anc.J lier husba11d B1II. Join in Ille fos1,v1I11:::, J!:. 11,.,y , ..:crca1<.: a scene 
trom the hit musrcal Oklahoma. Blamer, t:, an Oklc1ho1r1d native and donned a pIc.1Hll? drt:,~ c1nd bo11net, 
while her husband sported a cowboy hat, boots and !:.I 11I t. 

I,ilill 11 .. • llil'l:1 II. ,1l,J.d1t1111.1." 
(.She w.,~ rai:;,,, 111 1 ild,d1,11,1.d. 
Siu: 11·11n: ;,11 ""' /11.1, I, .id1-.1·· 
Sl!ll'ill'.1 JII 111 I•' ill, , \I ,Iii 

King Arthur, killer bees, an 
Indian chief, clowns, Mer­

lin the magician, and others 
celebrated Brea's saltute to the 
Year of the Arts at Saturday 
evening's "Mayor's Ball." 

A masquerade of creativity 
and fun, the Mayor's Ball, held 
in the atrium on the third floor 
of the Brea Civic Cultural 
Center, was altended by about 
284 costumed residents, the 
business community, council 
members and guests. 

"It was the most wonderful 
evening," said Mayor Clarice 
Blamer. ''Brea was truly the 
winner ... Everybody had such a 
great time. The creativity and 
enthusiasm of those who 
participated made it a highly 
successful evening." 

Guests dined on a feast of 
prime rib of beef, rice pilaf, an 
array of salads. Ami they 
danced to the sounds of Big 
Band music. 

Blamer, brain-child of the 
ball, said the grand affair 
evolved as a way tu "unite" the 
community and to celebrate 
the city's proclamation, "198S: 
The \'car of the Ans." The ball 
was held to raise funds for the 
city's cultural arts programs, 
~lamer said. 

Tables of eight were deco­
rated wilh a theme, in which 
each guest came custunietl lO 

match the thcmt:. 

Highlight of the evening was 
the table theme contest, in 
which there were three cate• 
gories: most creative; most 
humorous and most original. 
"Brea: Today's Camelot" won 
for most creative table. The 
table, hosted by Council Mem­
ber Norma Hicks, had a hand­
made castle centerpiece, made 
of sandpaper in a hounds-tooth 
pattern. The castle had little 
white twinkling lights and sat 
atop angel hair. Hick1, _iVho 
wore a red velvet gowri with 
gold and black sequince trim, 
said her party was "competi­
tive" in creating their theme. 
"We really wanted to win," she 
said. 

"The Mayor's Kids" cap­
tured the most humorous title. 
Blamer's three children, 
DeAnn Pruett, Debi Gilbert 
,nd Steve Blamer, dressed as 
"kids" in diapers, bonnets an~ 
bottles. The table cenh!rpiece· 
was a carousel and themed a· 
child's Birthday Party. ' 

The most original award was 
given to the "Killer Bets," 
createJ by Darwin Manuel' 
Realty. All dressed in bright 
yellow and black costumes, 
with a beehive centerpiece. 



1t U 1 d en l I tiipii 1tiijidij -
bamll In the brwkhokld 11'11.lilAlc 
UVll&odc down narruw l"Oldl 1w11 JrOm 
lhe llre a, voluni.a from the IA lllbra 
He(chll FJra Departnal, Los lnlllel 
County fire mdll and civilian voJaniim 
fo\llhl lo keep the blue tram na:ldJII 
the aplllllve homes. 

A lhlft IDd leuenlna lll the wiDll­
ed lhe flrefighten and they~ 
llop the blue before IL the 
homes. One home wu al1gblly 
by fiylng embers, however. , 

Al nlgbUall, 11 ftrlmen on the Mil 
llde contlnued lo alamp Oil\ bol - 111d 
pa\ral the lines, lbe main fllht mlW to 
1he emi@a, Iii Loi Angeles County •• 

f'llm-. which bad urllir ....... O'fll' 
'IQ# UOWld the Nike bue, br!.a,'tap. 
• ~-repontl'I and a soldier NO­

IJII to tbe bue, marched lleadlly'eut­
nrd tllrough brush and llgbt grau ~ 
wards Diamond Bar. 

flda momllll, firemen were reported 
to be musing equipment between the 
111t1rn flank and Diamond Bar. Helloop, 
ten, which were unavailable for 1111· 
........ u=t flrr1IDi Brlfl&b\VI Into bot 
..,.... ,, ' beaaD dropping nflr at 
:"J>rw ud 00111m8DW1 ID tbe 
nel4 reported aome optimbm. ~ 
talJlmeDt JI upected today, un.lelll ·wlndl 
pick up apln. . . .. 

At the beliht ol. the fire bo~, Brea 
cu,on Bolcf ud Fullertlln Bold were 
ckNI lo all ucapt emqency .tl'afftc 
and l"llideDta e'8Cllatlll( their homea. ; 
C1111an1Ja Hlpft1 Patrol officers,:~. 

Eand~~~~ 
~ ~ • uj, • ri>adbloca lllll ' i::.a ... fo k~p Dut f,he,I 

c:urJolll, • liDld all major l'Qldl.,AJ tbi) 
9.utltlr1a- e&IIIUJI maJ• traffic UiQI, :1 
fiilim B,- to· ·IJml«fa Heights, 'f~~t ii.an were tiittJlq ano.ther 3(1:.acre , .. _•.. I 
At night, .lhe\sJow 'from the fJamea 

scorchJng the blll mil.Id be ,een from • 
larp part ol. Oranp ~ ud the SlllLl 
Gabriel Valley. At tim8I, the -
wlnda of the lire m cmbn lwndredl 

I I t, 

Orange C~unty . Blazes .. Blijled 

.or feet into tbe air. ~~•~~~,~~ 
:'Jthouab wtndl died down Sunday • •• 'lbe. naine1'1lilffouncW the ·.111wV1 

dilg.from I peak of approllmately •~ muni~ of Tr~- Oaks,,~ blackened 
miles P,e!' hour. ~urtng .~·day, the errat- t11e:frlngt!'s ·of Q'Neill ,Part during the 

~-nabp'e~ fl/. tlil•• flimee. ~led~~ d 
1 Jfrlvlng campa- out of the area. 

merous small fire storms, which endllJl;,:,i' , . the -~t,lned forces battl- , 
gired any.thing ID their path, forcing· · es bad gotten a temporary 
firefighters-.. fo be. more than iiiaallf , • • ,the fire. . 1 

cautious Jn biWfnl tile blaze. • • · .. 'lbe· lel'kilUSIN!ISS of-the-fire-and a .lack· 
OJii buDdred men from the two of equipmet, forced the Orange County 

mantles, La Habra Heights, Brea, Bur- Fire Department to call in a number of 
beDk 11111 civilian volunteers fought the . city units to fight the blaze. Among the 
111,ze. 'lbe.tlWllfioD wu so confused that forces atlll·on the line this morning were 
Lal AqeJes OomrtJ flrt lntormatlon offl• Z4 county UDlt.,, two county bulldozers, 10 
c:1111 had no Idea who or what was work- private bulldozers, three city task force9, 
.IDf the fire. sil county civil defense unit.,, 14 band-

. AJtbougb offlclab bad no lnfonnaUon crews, seven units from the state d!Yi• 
on tbe cause ol tbe blue, firemen arriv- • slon of forestry outside of the district, 14 
1111 at1be aceG&ald It appeared to be of conservaUon camp crews, plus six~ 
a "~urlilD. '' , yisory personnel. City forces respondlni . 

No Injuries were reported by any of included Fullerton, La Habra, Bu~;­
the depirtments, altbollgh a free-lance Park, Tustin, Santa Ana, Costa Mesa_ 1 

photographs • reported one truck was and Huntington Beach. 
damaged' and fire firemen were injured No injuries were reported to any of the 
aear the.Nike base aroWld 1:30 p.m. • personel and only one house was d• 

1.-0s Angeles County did report that stroyed. I nv~ ol ILi men' suffered burns while Winds Sunday were rwmJng from 10.25 
baltfin& the 30-acre blaze In Hacienda miles per hour, ·mostly from the east, 
ffelghll. Two were released after treat- but shifted later several times. Forecast, 
ment w~ the other three were report- for today call fo; ncilhe1st to orthweat 
ed to be.Iii .,rblttle'r Prubyterlan Hospi- winds up to 10 ~u per hour. 
ta!, DIii bi the . llolatlon "ard and the Fire officlala today are hoping for 
other two In tb, lnte,wv1 Cll'I, Names· cooler weather because their forces hav, 
o1 th, "-" wire IJQ& ,vllllJ>le. been stretched . .,¢'enlel1 thin. Offlatala . 

ID lbi Trabuco ~D,.Grt, I- •C!II,, ~ that bruali II.still tln4er dry, tem-. 
~ heavy; brusb,,.,ere·cliarred;._wltb one· .peratures,are e1pected to,reach n, de-. 
outlying atructuri destroyed. More than Feel and humidity will hover ai:ound t 

, · 500 Dien were still on the lln11 tb1I mom- per cent wltbJh ftre d er "extreme." .. 

W.ATCHFUL WAIT-Mrs. Marcella McGlothJnti helps save homt 
roof as she anxiously watches flamt1 raging below In the, C.-
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