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Brush Fires Sweep Trabuco,

Brea Areas, Force Evacuation |

Shifting Winds Ease Threat in County After Flames
Scorch Campgrounds, Raze Home, Peril Gasoline Plant

BY STEVE EMMONS

Times Staft writer

Brush fires swept through Orange
County Sunday for the second time
in three days, scorching camp-
grounds, destroying a house, forcing
evacuations and burning to the edge
of a gasoline plant.

A fire that broke oul in Trabuco
Canyon east of 151 Toro blackened
about 1,500 acres of brush before 300

fire fighters, 40 fire trucks and six
aerial tankers checked the blaze at
about Y p.m.

The flames had surrounded the
tiny Trabuco Oaks community and
had blackened the fringes of O'Neill

Park, but fire officials said if winds
did not whip up the fire, it might die
out by this morning.

A fire in the hills a half mile north
of Brea charred 200 acres just north
of a housing tract, but a shift in
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wind drove the flames away from |

the houses and a gasoline plant.

Into L.A. County
The wind shift eased the danger in
Orange County but sent the fire out
of control into Los Angeles County.

AL 7:30 p.m. another fire erupted

near the county line in Santa Ana
Canyon, but firemen contained the
small fire in a half-hour. They re-
ported no damage to anything but
brush.

Sid Nelson, superintendent of the

Shell 0il Co. gasoline plant north of

Brea, said the flames burned within | pac

50 feet of his plant.

" didn't think we'd ever save it,"
he said. "We had taken safety steps
to prevent an explosion of the
plant.”

He estimated, however, that if [ire

had started within the plant, it

would have eventually caused $2
million damage.

Missile Site

The Brea fire also surrounded a %

Nike ground-to-air missile site but
caused no damage. Military authori-
ties pointed out both missile and

_control facilities are underground.

The Trabuco fire started at the
northern end of Trabuco Oaks and
burned to the east, fanning out and
narrowly missing the St. Michael's
Seminary and the Ramakrishna

Monastery. One house in that area, .

however, was destroyed.

FIRE BLACKENS 3,000 ACRES NEAR BREA SUNDAY
) __ Flames and Smoke Race Over The Brea Hills Sunday Afternoon, Threatening Shell Oil Field.
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_ Brea Area Refinery Escapes

‘By RUSS WILLIAMS

News Tribune Writer
BREA — A small but poten-
tially volatile pocket nestled
among 3000 firecharred
acres in the Brea hills Sunday
was the subject of ‘more at-
tention and concern than it
'has recejved ln lts 33-year

“-;.,g‘yia wlml-fed _bn_m_h fire .inithe l§rga_h;_

The pocket, surrounded by
hills, harbors four tanks con-
taining 25,000 gallons of crude
gasoline.

If the brush fire would have
roared unchecked into the
Shell 0il Co. absorption plant,
the tanks would have blown
and “it would’ve been all
over. for all of us,” said a

firefighter manning one of
seven hoses specially as-
signed to the plant.

“I guess she was smiling on
us today,” said Wayne Young,
Brea fire engineer, who was
part of the fire fighting con-
tingent assigned to the facil-

ity.
Young apparently was re-

g

L Nelson said the

ferring to Lady Luck, who
made her presence felt when
gusty Santa Ana winds sud-
denly died at approximately
3:15 p.m., ending immediate
danger of the fire reacblnt
the refinery.

As it was, the flames licked
their way down the sides of
three hills northwest of the,
plant, but were stopped by
water streams from strategi-
cally spotted fire hoses.

The gasoline tanks, on the
extremely western edge of the
plant, were being guarded by
firemen who periodically
doused them and" the - sur-
rounding brushy area. A
sprinkler system on top of the,

', tanks also was turned on.
Ed ‘Neslon, plant lonﬂ

. said the four tanks have'a

. began making preparations
plpe the %lme out of the
,fire zone. gasoline
Is siphoned'from- 631 wells ‘and
stored in the tanks until lt is
'shlbped aut for reﬁning
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Sunday, normally a day of resi for departments

_ and of its residents
most Orange Countizns, was anything as two major brush seared more
but restéul for most Orange County fire fhan 6,000 acres in two fires.

Flames Trap Tribune
Reporter, Photographer

By DICK HASLAM
News Tribune Writer

Panic! ’

Like animals in a cage, we were sur-
rounded: by walls of flanie trapped in a
car 'whose only proection was a thin
wall of metal and glass.

We — myself along with a News Tri-
bunie. ‘photographer, Jess Andresen Jr.
and  free‘lance photographer, had been
covering the fire in the Biea Hills from
a vantage point an a ridge road leading
to the Nike missile base.

The photographers had walked east
along the road to take pictures of the
flames racing up the slopes towards the
base and an Orange Countv engine com-
pany attempting to protect two oil tanks
west of the site, while the reporter stayed
behind to watch for flames on the west.

Suddenly the flames raced out from
the north side of the base, casting

embers hundreds of yards to the west

~and north, starting new fires in every

n. .‘,,_J;ﬁ i
For a time the flames appeared to be

‘eating their way slowly towards the

ridge where we watched, but it soon be-
came apparent that the ridge was going

to become a hi

e 4 R
~ We barely had time to jump in the car, -
and move east o the two photographers
before ‘the flames  rere racing. up the

ridge from the north, crealing their own
fire-storm.

We attempted to outrace the flames by
running west on the road, but' we were
stopped by flames already licking at the
road and another car in front of us.

As the storm broke across the road,
we reversed direction, traveling back-
ward at speeds up to 30 miles per hour,
with flames all all sides. The heat be-
came nearly unbearable, smoke and cin-
ders rained on the car from all sides —-
we were trapped. 5

Still the car moved backward, into
dense clouds of black smoke that ob-
scured everything within five feet,

We could easily have been traveling
downhill through burned-out brush for all
we knew.

Suddenly, a breath of fresher air, the
scene lightened, and we weic free, while
the flames raced to the south downhill.

Even now, a day after the near-frage-
dy, it is impossible to recount the full
extent of the thoughts that went through
our minds as we stared at the flames. It
becomes a near-blank-as we think back,
thankful that we’re still alive.

Later, as we stood gasping for breath
in the still smoke-laden air, we realized

that the car ahead of us had also been
trapped. g
* When the flames died down, we moved |
‘back down the road, along with geveral

young serviceman trying to get:to ng§
Nike base to.help fight the fire, was
nowhere to be found and a search of the |
now devastated billside turned up 10
frace.

Much later we learned that an oil com--
pany worker found the youog man, iden-.
tified as Pfc. William Thompson,” fat
below the road near the gasoline refine-
ry,.uphurt, but very, very scared:" JL

Both fires, one in Trabuco Can on
north of El Toro Marine Air Base, and
the other in Brea Canyon, near the Los
Angeles-Orange Cotmty line, broke out at
approximately the same time — ammag
noon. X ¢ R
The Brea Canyon blaze, which the‘ﬁ%

Angeles County Fire Department has,

termed the “Fullerton Fire,” charred’3,

000 hillside acres, 200 in Orange Couty.
No structures were burned. P

- 'The fire apparently-started on the yest

sideof Brea Canyon Road, then qulglly
moved up adjoining hillsides. S

Before the first ‘units on the scene
could even get their lines established,
.the flames raced across the Brea Hills
surrounding the Nike Missile Base.:%g;,
marching west-northwest towards *La’
Habra Heights. A

A scarcity of equipment and errﬁﬂi:;
winds forced fire equipment to restgich
most of their activities to prote
‘homes west of Brea and valuable tdnks
;and equipment in the Shell Oil Company.
field scattered around the hills. -~~~

‘By,8 p.m., as firemen. batled o keep

gry flames;from reaching a Shell
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Mayor's Ball masquerades for the ‘Year of the Ars’

SlarProgress Phuios by Jduck Hancock)

OKLAHOMA! — Mayor Clance Blamer and her husband Bill, join in the festvitics as thoy ecreale a scene
from the hit musical Oklahoma. Blamer, is an Oklahoina native and donned a pralnie dress and bonngt,
while her husband sporled a cowboy hat, bools and slurl.

Lilamer's
table wor thieite a - Ollaboma.”
(She was vadsoad o Olalionm).
She wore an orclind, teadior

Stached  proacee dee wath

ing Arthur, killer bees, an

Indian chief, clowns, Mer-
lin the magician, and others
celebrated Brea's saltute to the
Year of the Arts at Saturday
evening's “Mayor’s Ball.”

A masquerade of creativity
and fun, the Mayor's Ball, held
in the atrium on the third floor
of the Brea Civic Cultural
Center, was attended by about
284 costumed residents, the
business community, council
members and guests.

“It was the most wonderful
evening,” said Mayor Clarice
Blamer. “Brea was truly the
winner...Everybody had such a
great time. The creativity and
enthusiasm of those who
participated made it a highly
successful evening.”

Guests dined on a feast of
prime rib of beef, rice pilaf, an
array of salads. And they
danced to the sounds of Big
Band music.

Blamer, brain-child of the
ball, said the grand affair
evolved as a way to “unite” the
community and to celebrate
the city's proclamation, “1985:
The Year of the Arts.” The ball
was held to raise lunds for the
city's cultural arts programs,
plamer said.

Tables of eight were deco-
rated with a theme, in which
each guest came costumed (o
match the theme.

Highlight of the evening was
the table theme contest, in
which there were three cate-

gories: most creative; most
humorous and most original.
“Brea: Today's Camelot” won
for most creative table. The
table, hosted by Council Mem-
ber Norma Hicks, had a hand-
made castle centerpiece, made
of sandpaper in a hounds-tooth
pattern. The castle had little
white twinkling lights and sat
atop angel hair. Hicks, who
wore a red velvet gown with
gold and black sequince trim,
said her party was ‘“‘competi-
tive” in creating their theme.
“We really wanted to win,” she
said.

“The Mayor's Kids" cap-
tured the most humorous title.
Blamer's three children,
DeAnn Pruett, Debi Gilbert
and Steve Blamer, dressed as
“kids” in diapers, bonnets and
bottles. The table centerpiece
was a carousel and themed a
child’s Birthday Party. '

The most original award was
given to the “Killer Bees,”
created by Darwin Manuel'
Realty. All dressed in bright
yellow and black costumes,
with a beehive centerpiece.



g@mmnd the Nike base, briefly trap-
"D!nlm.mmm and a soldier rac-
ing to the base, marched steadlly east-
ward through brush and light grass to-
wards Diamond Ber.

ﬂ:‘ ulpmentw?:tween the

mas

eastern ﬂl:;ng and Diamond Bar. Helicop-
ters, which were unavailable for any-

except ferrying firefighters into hot
daybreak and commanders in the
fleld re; some optimism.

h!nmenillupectedtod.ly uulmwlnds

pick up again

Mthemhtdﬂleﬁrebnth'm

closed fo all except emnrgency Araffle
and residents emuaung their homes.
California Patrol

officers, Los '
Shariﬂ‘ -

gered: .‘, A
cautious in baﬂllnghblzm

One hmdred men from the two
counties, La Habra Heights, Brea, Bur-
bank and civilian volunteers fought the

. The situation ‘was so confused that
Los: es County fire information offi-

L}

E

clals had no idea who or what was work-

ing the fire.

‘Although officials had no information
on the ﬁl;-;m of %blllue, men al:'rivE
ing atithe scene appe. to be of
a “suspicious origin.”

No injuries: were: reported by any of
the departments, although a free-lance
lﬂlnbgre%pbﬂ reporied one truck was
dnmalgn and five firemen were injured

Nike base around 3:30 p.m. '

Los Angeles County did report that
five of its men suffered burns while
baltling the 30-acre blaze in Haclenda

Heights. Two were released after treat-
ment while,| %‘ther three were report-
ed to Iu?: tlér Presbyterian
tal the. lsolation ward and e

e

at.
"“‘ day, driving campers out of the area.

.. The- gér

‘cooler weather because thelr forces have

] ded the small“com-
I of Trabugo Oaks,and blackened
- the’ ﬁ'lnge’a"of O'Neill \Park during the
NG || ng: ﬂ)e comblued fnm bﬂtﬂ.
ames had’ gotten 3 temporary
ﬁhﬁ'ﬂl’et 5

fousness of the’ !Ire’and a_,]ack
of equipmet, forced the Orange County
Fire Department to call in a number of
city units to fight the blaze. Among the
forcea still-on the line this morning were
u units, two county bulldozers, 10
private i:lldozers, three city task forces,
six county civil defense units, 14 hand-
crews, seven units from the state divi-

- sion of forestry outside of the district, 14

conservation camp crews, plus six super-
visory personnel. City forces respondlng
included Fullerton, La Habra, B

Park, Tustin, Santa Ana, Costa me
and Huntmglun Beach.

No injuries were reported to any of the
personel and only one house was de-
stroyed.

Winds Sunday were running from 1025 |
miles per hour, ‘mostly from the east, '
but shifted later several fimes. Forecasts |
for today call for nofthewst to orthwest
winds up to 10 miles per hour. .

Fire officials today are hoping for

been stretched. extrem
wid that br hmai Is
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