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Rl.lstic reminder: Brea’s log cabin, not in the best shape but doing well enough to celebrate its 71st birthday
this year, was built as a Sunday school classroom in 1921 for a Bible class of boys from the old Brea Christian
Church who called themselves the Honor Knights. Walt Bergman, then president of the Honor Knights, helped

in the construction of the structure.

Cabin logs in Brean history

Hidden back in a corner of
old downtown Brea is a little
bit of city history that most
people don’t know exists. Even
when they’re told that it’s
there, they still find it hard to
believe.

What I'm talking about is our

own log
cabin, not in
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shape but
doing well
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celebrate its
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Now that the site was settled,

where were the logs fo come
from? If Brea had been in the
middle of a forest, that
wouldn’t have been a problem,
but in the early ’20s there
weren’t a heck of a lot of trees
of the needed size around here.

A local oil company, Amalga-
mated, then came to the rescue.

It donated some eucalyptus

trees on its property if the boys,
their fathers and other church
members would come and cut

.them 'Down. Sullivan Bros.

part of the dedication. Right
under the hearth of the rock
fireplace (or maybe it was in
front of the door), the boys
placed a time capsule to be
opened at some unspecified
date in the future.

Walt Bergman, that early
Honor Knights president, still
lives in Brea. Now 85 and living
on Orange Avenue with his
wife Evelyn, he has a great
memory for what’s occurred
here in the past. Whenever I
have a question about early
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LOG CABIN
by Brian Saul

Hidden back in a corner of old downtown Brea is a little bit of city
history that most people don*t know exists. Even when they’re told that
it’s there, they still find it hard to believe.

What I'm talking about is our own log cabin, not in the best of
shape but doing well enough to celebrate its 71st birthday this year.

And how did it come to be here? Well, I wondered that myself when
I first saw it. After some searching around for answers, 1 discovered
its history is a bit different than I expected.

First of all, it wasn"t made by some early Brea pioneer who had an
inkling to recreate his old homestead back east. That would make a
great story, but the truth is still interesting. It was built as a
Sunday school classroom.

Back in 1921 there was a Bible class of boys from the old Brea
Christian Church who called themselves the Honor Knights. Not having
their own place to meet, they decided they’d build one. It wasn’t just
going to be your ordinary run of the mill classroom though, but an
honest to goodness log cabin.

Right behind the church on West Ash St., just before the 1and

slopes down to meet the old Red Car tracks, there was some extra space.
Everyone agreed that this would make the perfect place to build because
when the cabin wasn’t being used by the boys, the church could use it
for other functions.

Now that the site was settled, where were the logs to come from?
I1f Brea had been in the middle of a forest, that wouldn’t have been a
problem, but in the early 20’°s there weren’t a heck of a 1ot of trees of

the needed size around here.



A local oil company, Amalgamated, then came to the rescue. It
donated some eucalyptus trees on its property if the boys, their
fathers, and other church members would come and cut them down.
Sullivan Bros. Trucking Co. of Brea volunteered to haul them to the
cabin site.

In a Brea Star newspaper article dated Jan. 17, 1921, Walt Bergman,
president of the Honor Knights, was quoted as saying, "Mr. Dan Dutton
has made drawings and specifications for the cabin which is to have a
floor space of 16 X 24 feet with four windows, a door, fireplace,
bookshelves, electric lights, cement floor, shingle roof, rustic
overhead joists (useful for monkey shines), and otherwise furnished
suitably for boy life."

Building began in February, and when the last nail was driven in
June, the boys were ready to show off their new classroom to the public.

The Brea Star then reported that on the evening of June 23 a
"delightfully informal program" took place at the church attended by
more than 100 Breans. There was plenty of good food, games of
basketball, and other activities for young and old. The highlight of
the evening was a bonfire and a short ceremony to dedicate the cabin.
Everyone agreed afterwards that the entire program had been "oodles of
fun. "

What didn’t appear in the paper though was that something special
had been done as part of the dedication. Right under the hearth of the
rock fireplace (or maybe it was in front of the door) the boys placed a
time capsule to be opened at some unspecified date in the future.

Walt Bergman, that early Honor Knights president, still lives in
Brea. Now 85 and living on Orange Ave. with his wife Evelyn, he has a

great memory for what’s occurred here in the past. Whenever I have a



question about early Brea, he's one of the first people I go to, but as
for the time capsule, he just can’t seem to remember exactly where they
placed it. Of course, it has been 71 years.

He does recall though that the capsule is some sort of large can,
and inside it are the names of all the people who gave their time,
money, materials, or assistance in the construction.

Four years after the cabin was built, it was enlarged. By this
time girls were allowed into the Honor Knights so more room was needed.,
As for logs, the boys tried something new. Instead of eucalyptus
trees, they used old telephone\power line poles. In fact, one of these
poles still has a metal plaque on it that reads "S.C.E.C." (Southern
California Edison Company).

You might be wondering now what’s going to happen to this Brea
landmark when the area undergoes major redevelopment in the next couple
years. Will it come down like so many of the surrounding homes?
Fortunately, the answer is "no." Plans are that the cabin, as well as
the church, will stay where they are.

Now used only for storage, the little classroom has definitely seen
better days. After all those years since.1921, the logs are not in the
best of shape, the fireplace has W and the roof
really needs work. The Missionary Baptist Church, which now owns the
cabin, is doing its best to maintain it, but it’s being hampered by
local graffiti "artists" and the elements.

During the past two years, whenever I was leading one of the
Historical Tours of the old downtown, I always enjoyed seeing the look

on people’s faces when they saw the cabin for the first time. They

seemed really amazed that Brea had something like this and they hadn’t

known of it before. Let’s just keep our fingers crossed that the little



cabin is around for a long time and people can go on being amazed by it

. for many years to come.

Brian Saul
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BREA LANDMARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

201 West Ash Street
Brea, CA 92621

g 5287555  RECENED
Elder Dwane Stutte - Pastor (714) 528- Sep 20 1993

September 15, 1993 PLANNING DIVISION

CITY OF BREA

Number One Civic Center Circle
Brea, CA 92621

Attention: Historical Committee

Attention: Sam Peterson, City Engineer

Attention: Brea Re-Development Agency

To Whom it May Concern:

Brea Landmark Missionary Baptist Church has made the decision that the log cabin, located
behind our church building at 201 West Ash Street, be removed from our property by
whomever would like to assume possession of same. This would include all liabilities and

legalities involved with the removal of the log cabin.

It is the desire of the Brea Landmark Missionary Baptist Church that the log cabin not be
destroyed, but that it be relocated and fully restored if possible.

Done by the Order of Brea Missionary Baptist Church on August 11, 1993.

Sincerely,

Brea Missionary Baptist Church

2o Mo Sl Ik

Elder Dwane Stutte, Pastor
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REGULAR MEETING

Monday, September 22, 1986
5:30 P.M.

Home of Betty and Dean Millen
420 S. Poplar, Brea

This will be a Yard Party,
so bring sweaters.

Those whose names begin with
A to H bring salad
I to Q bring a casserole
R to Z bring dessert

Coffee, rolls, butter, plates
and table service will be provided.

PLEASE RSVP by Friday, Sept. 19,
to Betty Straw at 529-3705, or to
Betty Millen at 529-3289. .

We will enjoy Dean's collections,
and several donations will be made
to the society.

BUSY SUMMER

Inez Fanning will give a report at
the meeting about our July 4 Museum
Exhibit. Praises to the committee
which also included Miriam Bergman
and Rod Dickinson.

"Memories" Exhibit at -the Civic
Center Gallery was enhanced by con-
tributions from our members: the
Seilers, the Fannings, Volney
Seibenthal, the Swarts, the Straws,
and the Millens. Other members
worked as volunteers.

Betty Straw and Inez Fanning made
a presentation August 4 at the Brea
Girl Scout Day Camp at Craig Park.
The theme was Western -- and 30
‘0ld-time Western gnd household items
were displayed anHi discussed with 8
different troops.}] The girls were
fascinated and t appreciative.

Betty and Dean Millen served at
the Orange County Historical Society
booth at the Orange County Fair.

Many members attended the All Clasg

Reunion at the 01d High School August
T7, as well as the annual QOlinda
Picnic August 29.

LOG CABIN IN BREA

In 1918, there was a large Sunday
School at the Brea Christian Church
at Ash and Walnut Streets. A class
of seventh,and eighth graders named
+he Weimpts'KHights" needed a place
to meet, and assisted by the minister;
Rev. Spicer, and other adults, pro-=
ceeded to build a log cabin behind
the church. This log cabin still
stands.

Walter Bergman, a member of that
class, was interviewed recently by
Century Cable Co. The interview was
shown on Channel 3, "Brea Newsline"
on September 3.

The logs that were used were trees
cut down on the "Amalgamated" 0il
Lease, and were hauled to the site
by Sullivan Bros. Trucking Co. The
trucking company was owned by Charles
and Arthur Sullivan, and located just
east of the church. The Sullivans
were church members.

A cement floor was poured and a
small fireplace was built at one end.
Much singing, worship, and laughter
took place in that old building.

The class teacher was Mrs. Gnagy,
whose husband had a local meat market|

The group grew rapidly and soon
another room was added on the west
side. This also saw much usage.

Most members of the class stayed
together until they were married --
some to each other.

The log cabin was used continuously
until 1963 when Brea Christian Church
moved to new facilities at 3125
Laurel, Fullerton, and became the
Lark Ellen Christian Church. The Ash
St. property is now owned and used by

the Missionary Baptist Church. The
log cabin is used for storage.

NEW MEMBERS
Recent new members include: Todd

Beckley, Gary Goff, Tom Lawson,
Grace and Clayton Ries, Norma and
Clyde Wanless, Eileen and Ted
Schafer, and Carole Wilson. A
hearty welcome to all of you!




Please call Betty Straw at 529-3705
if you wish to become a member of
the society.

BOOX REPRINT

Purl Harding's "History of Brea"
(19§0) has b een reprinted by our
soclety and will be for sale at the
potluck. Price $6.00. Copies are
also available at the Brea Chamber.
of Commerce, Civic Center.

COOKBOOK DISPLAY

The current display in the cases at
Brea Library is, as usual, so well
done by Catherine Seiler. The topic
is Antique Cookbooks. Many have
been put out by Brea groups, and
others are from elsewhere. A
printed explanation and commentary
accompanies the display. A new
display will be arranged about
November 1.

ORAL HISTORIES

Six volumes have been recently
added to Brea's collection of oral
histories. These volumes bring the
collection to a total of 29.

The city's oral history project was
inaugurated in 1981 under the
direction of Larry DeGraaf, professor
of history at Cal State, Fullerton.

The latest volumes are interviews ' |.
with Walter Bergman, Vincent Jaster,
Don McBride, Donald Shaffer, James
Stafford, and Wayne Wedin.

OTHER PROJECTS

During the spring and summer, "Frog
Winchel was building a marvelous
wooden model oil "rig". It was
displayed at the "Memories" Exhibit
and is now in storage. We will have
more information on this next issue.

Also, Frank Schweitzer has
researched the "Welcome to Brea"
sign and we will print this informa-
tion later also.

WHAT ABOUT IT?

Early pictures of the 0ld City Hall
ghow a cast iron antenna-like point
gracing the tower of the building.
This fixture now points from the top
of the gazebo at the City Park. Who
done it?

Our 0l1d City Hall now being a
Registered Historical Landmark --
shouldn't it be -completely complete
as before?

Letters to the editor will be
appreciated.

tedede dede kv e ok e de ok ok

AND ISN'T THIS SOMETHING?

On July 12, 1933, the United States
Government set the minimum wage at
40 cents an hour. Some people still
earn that, although they're paid
more.

Wk vk ok o ke e ok ik

BREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Officers: President:Karl Fanning
Vice President:Catherine Seiler
Secretary-Treasurer:Betty Straw
Board Members: J. Morris Bergman
Leland Kinsler
Leo Piantoni
Frank Schweitzer
Tditer,Newsletter:Inez Fanning
 Typist,this issue:Betty Millen

Dues: Individual - $5.
Two in Family - $10.
Supporting - $25.

Sponsor = $50.

Patron $100.

SEE YOU AT THE POTLUCK!
BE SURE TO RSVP!

| e sy
THE cazviy

401 South Brea Boulevard

P. 0. Box 9764

Brea, Califoania 92622
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SANTA ANA

When Downtown
Was the Hot Spot

In the Orange County that existed
before there were malls and freeways,
the place to be on Saturday evenings
was downtown Santa Ana, where peo-
ple from even the most far-flung farm-
ing communities would converge to
shop, eat, catch movies and—most im-
portant—schmooze.

Among the county seat’s lures were
the grand department stores that dotted
Main and 4th streets. Those stores, along
with other specialty shops in Santa Ana,
offered fashionable goods that in the
1930s and '40s were not available else-
where in this still-rural county.

“Saturday night was shopping night.
All the shopping you had to do waited
until Saturday night because you saw
people you knew,” said Constance
Becker, a lifelong Santa Ana resident
and vice president of the Santa Ana
Historical Society. “A lot of people had
worked during the week and had just
gotten paid. They'd come downtown
and park and socialize with people.”

Among the most striking of the depart-
ment stores was Buffums on Main Street,
which opened in the early 1940s and
served Santa Ana until it closed in 1987.

Buffums occupied an imposing white
two-story building with a beige rock
facade and several giant planters filled
with tall palm trees. It covered a full city
block between 9th and 10th streets. The
store’s wide back entrance was colored

with bright orange flowers and led into
an airy main lobby and mezzanine.

“It 'was always very beautiful. They
kept it very high-class until the clos-
ing,” said Becker, who worked at the
store in the 1980s and shopped there for
several decades before then. “They
always had it decorated beautifully
during Christmas."

The slore boasted of a restaurant
called the Yorba Room, which was
decorated with an early California motif
and featured ornate light fixtures,
Becker said. For many years, the Yorba
Room played host to a fashion show at
noon each Thursday, when models
wearing the latest styles would roam
the restaurant.

While many of the older department
and specialty stores in Santa Ana closed
in the '60s and "70s, Buffums stayed in
business. But the neighborhood contin-
ued to change in the 1980s, with more
office buildings being constructed and
fewer shoppers venturing down Main
Street.

Then the nearby Main Place/Santa
Ana shopping mall was renovated and
Buffums’ owners decided it was time to
sell the Main Street building.

“This was the last one to go around
here,” said Lina Garcia, who works at
an escrow company across the streel
from the Buffums building. “'I used to go
there after work to shop. . . . Now all
we have around are office buildings, not
so many shops.”

Soon after Buffums left, the building
was converted into office space for the
Orange County Department of Probation.

—SHELBY GRAD
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the results:

BEACH BOULEVARD
= Old Names: Huntington Beach

What'’s in a Street Name?

o motorists, Orange County’s grid of wide boulevards that crisscross

the landscape provides reference points that help drivers keep their

bearings amid the maze of cul-de-sacs, lesser-known streets and
sweeping freeways. But 30 years ago, many of Orange County's largest
streets had different names, and those names varied from city to city. In the
early 1960s, county officials began renaming streets so that major roads kept
one identity countywide, although there continue to be exceptions. Some of

HARBOR BOULEVARD

= Old Name: Los Angeles Street

Boulevard in the cities of Westminster through portions of Anaheim and

and Huntington Beach; Stanton
Avenue north through the city of
Stanton and Grand Avenue through
Buena Park.

® Background: The county renamed
the entire lanoth of atreat —alan

Fullerton.
= Backgrouhd: Until road
improvements were completed in the
1950s and ’60s, Harbor Boulevard
ended in downtown Anaheim. Los

~ —Anaelas Strest.ran north "hw‘»ﬂ'ha;f

B

Memories of Builder

t isn’t much to look at now. Decay
s set in, Part of the roof is gone.
e, there are piles of junk and debris.
20 years, the Brea Missionary
st Church has used it as a store

it still puts some light in the eyes

Walt Bergman, 87, whenever he sees

Id log cabin on West Ash Street

h he helped build as a young man in

‘For Bergman, the rustic structure
him of when Brea was a simple,
1g town populated by hardy folks
‘drilled for oil in the hills.

We had some good times then,” said
an, whose family came to Brea
‘he was 11 years old. “I called
ybody in town by their first name.”

gman, who worked for a local
jine:shop from 1939 to 1970, still

Dualun. Sheiald

gs in the city with his wife of 64

; Wait Bergman, 87, stands next to the oid log cabin on West Ash Street in Brea that he helped build in 1921.

KARIRENE HALL / Los AngelesTimes
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known as California 39—Beach
the road ends at the ocean.

WARNER AVENUE

a Old Names: Delhi Road in Santa
Ana; Wintersburg Avenue through
Huntington Beach and Fountain
Valley.
= Background: Delhi Road ~
(pronounced del-high) was named
after a farming community in
southern Santa Ana. Wintersburg
Avenue was named after a farming
town north of Huntington Beach.
County officials renamed the street
after former Supervisor Willis
Warner in the 1960s.

the Santa Ana River, and Edinger
Avenue to the west of it.

renamed Edinger Avenue in the
1960s.

Boulevard. That makes sense because Road realignments eventually

= 04 Neme: Bay Boulevard.

= Old Names: Smeltzer Avenue east of = Background: Bay Boulevard was

» Background: Smeltzer Avenue was Was changed as Seal Beach grew.
named after a small farming area near  sources: “Historic Place Names
Huntington Beach. The full street was

'i;u”ﬁérton and into Brea al;;'ilf,;‘,}.!gabra.

connected Harbor Boulevard directly
with Los Angeles Street, The entire
stretch of road was renamed Harbor
Boulevard.

BROOKHURST STREET

= Old Names: Wright Street north
from the beach through Fountain
Valley and Huntington Beach; called
Brookhurst in Anaheim and Garden
Grove.

= Background: The full length of the
street was changed to Brookhurst
Street in the 1960s.

SEAL BEACH BOULEVARD

named for Anaheim Bay, which is just
south of central Seal Beach. The name

In Orange " by Don
Meadows; Santa Ana Historical Society; Orange
Historical Commission:
Researched by SHELBY GRAD / For The Times

SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO
Age Isin the Eye
of the Beholder

Mayor Gil Jones always thought he
lived on a street that had some history
behind it. After all, local historians say
Los Rios Street is the oldest neighbor-
hood in California, containing adobe
homes that were built just before the
turn of the century. The 19th Century.

Then Jones had a visit from some
friends who live in Greece.
< “When I told them our neighborhood
is almost 200 years old, they laughed
because their home was built 1,500
years ago,” Jones said. “And they said
it’s one of the newer ones.”

But in a Southern Californian culture

that is only a few hundred years old, Los
Rios Street was there at the start.
+ In addition to laying claim to being
the oldest neighborhood, residents like
to say the circa-1860 jail cell on Los
Rios Street is the oldest in the state.
Nine generations of the Rios family
bave lived in one of the original adobes
since 1794, when Feliciano Rios, a
Spanish soldier, built his home near the
Mission San Juan.

It is also a place surrounded by myth
and legend—like the tales of ghosts that
some say still haunt the neighborhood
and the 19th-Century desperados that
reputedly used the adobes as temporary

- hide-outs.
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8 Capistrano Beach

Only three of the original adobes
remain—the rest are small, wood frame
homes built at the beginning of the 20th
Century. But residents take pride in
their street, which is on the National
Historic Register. - ]

“I've always looked at this as an
island in an urban environment,” Jones
said. “From the missionaries and Indi-
ans to the ranchers that settled in this
area, this place has such a rich history."

Tony Alarcon, who has lived in the
neighborhood since 1926, said several
multi-generational families live in the
Los Rios Historic District.’s = = &

The homes here are meticulously
cared for, much to the delight of
tourists. But most residerits aren’t hap-
py to have unannounced visitors walk
ing on their lawns. i

Walking tours of the downtow
that include Los Rios Street are oc
sionally conducted by the San Ji
Capistrano Historical Society. For
formation, call (714) 493-8444.
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Although the log cabin has been in
the same place for 72 years, few resi-
dents knew it existed until recently,
when the old buildings blocking it from
view were torn down to make way for
the downtown redevelopment project.

Now, motorists on Brea Boulevard
can easily see the log cabin, and its
“discovery" has excited many residents,
who have prompted efforts to preserve
it, said Brian Saul of the Brea Historical
Committee.

“I hope it will be around for a long
time and people can go on being amazed
by it for many years to come,” Saul said.

The cabin was built in 1921 as a
Sunday school classroom for a group of
boys from Brea Christian Church, who
called themselves the Honor' Knights.
Bergman, then 15, later became the
group's president.

The cabin was located behind the
church, close to the tracks of the Red
Car line, a commuter train that took
residents to Fullerton or Los Angeles
before it shut down, a victim of the
automobile age. !

Bergman said building the structure
was a community effort that lasted
about five months. A resident, Dan
Dutton, drew up the plans. Amalgamat-
ed Oil donated eucalyptus trees, which
were cut to size by the Honor Knights,
their fathers and other church mem-
bers. A trucking company hauled the
logs to the construction site.

Bergman said the original cabin mea-
sured 16 feet by 24 feet, and had four
windows, a door, fireplace, bookshelves,
electric lights, cement floor, shingle
roof, and rustic overhead joists.

Townspeople dedicated the finished
structure with a party and a roaring
bonfire. A metal can with the names of
everyone who built it was buried as a
time capsule. It has not been located,
Bergman said.

Four years after the cabin was built,
it was enlarged to make room for girls
who were allowed to join the previously
all-male Honor Knights, Bergman said.
Telephone poles donated by Southern
California Edison Co. were used for logs.

About 20 years ago, the Brea Chris-
tian Church sold the property to the
Brea Missionary Baptist Church, which
turned it into a storeroom. In the years

since, Bergman said, he has seldom -

visited the log cabin or the old down-
town. :

“I don’t like it here now. All my
friends are gone,” he laments.

Most of the old downtown is empty
now, Bergman said. Familiar buildings
have been torn down, and hundreds of
residents and businesses are gone.

The city is planning a massive project

i that will convert the old downtown into
! a modern residential-commercial area

with outdoor shops and cafes, movie
houses, and a new county library.

“It will probably be all right in the
end,” Bergman said. “But it will take a

long, long time.”
ong, long ime-" _ BERTELJERA
1
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lar role it played.”

When construction of the station
began in 1917, Union Pacific’s venture
into the town was met with fanfare in
the local press, which saw Anaheim’s
future confirmed.

“The company evidently has faith in
the future of Anaheim, else it would not
ider building the finest depot in the

ANAHEIM
Radio Show Had City
on the Right Tracks

Before Disneyland, Anaheim was
known nationally as one of those Cali-
fornia towns with a funny-sounding
name that was shouted by a radio
railroad conductor as a running gag on
“the Jack Benny Show.”

“Train leaving on Track 5 for Ana-
heim, Azusa and Cucamonga,” voice
master extraordinaire Mel Blanc cried
out during the 1940s and '50s to ever-
answering laughter.

In reality, however, passenger train
service to Anaheim had ended in the
1930s. But one of its two stations still
stands, although it was moved 600 feet
south in 1991 from its original location
when improvements were made to Lin-
coln Boulevard downtown.

Now at 210 S. Atchison St., the
T1-year-old building is undergoing a
transformation into a day-care center.
It was last used as a passenger train stop
about 60 years ago, when its former
owner, the Union Pacific Railroad, dis-
continued passenger service to the city.
A Southern Pacific station near where
Loara High School is today closed in the
1920s and was torn.down long ago.

“The Union Pacific station is symbolic
of an industry that caused the semi-ru-
ral communities of Orange County to
grow,” said William A. Myers, who
co-authored “Rails Through the Orange
Groves,” a history of the county’s early
train service. “There aren’t many sta-
tions left. So this station is more impor-
tant for its symbolism than any particu-

'y
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county here, when a cheaper one would
answer the purpose,” wrote the Ana-
heim Gazette on Feb. 22, 1917. It said
the railroad was spending $20,000 to
build the station.

But the United States entered World ~

War I six weeks later and construction
stopped. It was not resumed until 1922
and construction was hurried so the
freight depot would be available for the
1923 orange harvest. .
“Rushed to completion to handle this
year’s Valencia crop,” the Gazette
wrote on June 28, 1923, three days
before the station's opening, “this is a

beautiful building, commodious and _|

substantial, built in the mission style of
architecture, the material being cement.
It is undoubtedly one of the finest
railroad stations on the southland.”

‘Two trains arrived at the station from
Los Angeles daily—Anaheim was the
last city on the line—and returned to
Los Angeles for “direct connections to
Omaha, Chicago and points east,” the
Gazette reported.

For about 10 years, the Union Pacific
used the station for passengers and
freight, Myers said. ;

But Union Pacific stopped running
passenger trains to the station in the
1930s, choosing to bus passengers from
the depot to a station in East Los
Angeles. When the Union Pacific
dropped passenger service entirely in
the early 1970s, it turned part of the
depot over to a school supply store,
which operated for 16 years until the
building was closed in preparation for
its move. Union Pacific used part of the
station as a freight depot into the 1980s.

The station is now owned by Ana-
heim's Community Redevelopment
Agency, which plans to open the day- |
care center this summer.

. —TERRY SPENCER _|
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DON BARTLETTI / Los Angeles Times
ver Darlene Stephan, also
own as Sarge, wears her safe-
and service pins on her cap.

! | 62 traffic signals.
© 34 gas stations.

l © 29 car dealers.

e 9 car washes.

! | @ 14 flower shops.
¢ |® 6 theaters (two of them adults-

pnly).

| # 5 McDonald hamburger joints.
o1 major amusement park,
nott’s Berry Farm, plus scads of
plher tourist attractions.

@ 5 mobile home parks or dealers.
@ And 3 cemeteries—two of them
r humans.
The street has always held a
kind of dubious mystique.
!In 1979, a group of local punk
bands released an album called
‘Beach Blvd” that, for a time,,
feemed to symbolize the suburban
outh culture of that period for an
nternational audience. ‘“Beach
Boulevard connected the punk
ock spectrum from inland to the
beach,” said Jim Kaa, a guitarist
and songwriter for one of the
oups. “It was a classic period—
he seed of a lot of Los Angeles and
range County punk.”
H Officials of various cities along

ORANGE COUNTY =

DON BARTLETTI / Los Angeles Times

Beach Boulevard's northernmost stretch is shown, looking south.
Beach begins at Whittier Boulevard, in foreground, in La Habra.

the route, disparaging what they
described as Orange County’s most
congested street, later took to pub-
licly calling it “Bleak Boulevard.”

any who grew up in Orange

County have deeply embed-
ded memories of the street closely
associated with the visions of their
youths. “I like the street,” said one,
Vince Conte, 33. “It has just about
everything you want on it.”

It was partly the boulevard’s
high visibility that prompted coun-
ty officials in 1985 to designate it as
the first of an envisioned network
of 21 “smart streets” —major arte-
rial highways connecting various
parts of the county. The improve-
ment of Beach Boulevard has al-

ready begun—a $36-million project
to widen the street, coordinate its
signals, restrict parking and add
bus turnouts as well as additional
right - and left-turn lanes.

The goal, according to John
Garcia, project manager at the
Orange County Transportation
Authority, is to increase traffic
flow by about 6.5 miles per hour,
thus decreasing the average 35-
minute transit time for private
automobiles by five to 10 minutes.

The work is expected to be
completed in just over four years,
he said.

All of which seems rather re-
mote on a quiet morning at the
northern end of Beach, where the
street begins in a “T” intersection
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This shady streetin Buena Park, pictured in 1910, is now the bus

at Whittier Boulevard. ‘I'here’s a
Motel 6 here, frequented, accord-
ing to its manager, ty international
travelers on tight budgets. Across
the street is a Maqg C. Bloom tire
store, and at the gther side of the
intersection, a Bark of California
building faces an abandoned-look-
ing carwash. {

Interesting thipgs have hap-
pened here, according to the locals.

It was nearby on Beach Boule-
vard that Richarcll}\‘mon‘s parents
lived during the 19:0s while their
son was vice president. In fact, a La
Habra historian sgid, the former
President’s father died here during
the reelection campaign of 1956.

This end of the boulevard was
home to the county's first commer-
cial avocado grove in the 1940s.
And it was near here that the
discovery of oil in 1903 started the
Standard Oil Company'’s rise from a
small marketing firm into the ma-
jor petroleum developer it eventu-
ally became.

One of the more significant
things that happens around
here these days, however, is the
daily departure of Sarge’s bus from
the intersection once known as
Smith Corners, named after the
family whose members lived on all
corners.

y thoroughfare Beach Boulevard.

“Beach is my favorite route,”
Sarge said as she pulled out even
with the southbound traffic. “It's a
wide street. You never know for
sure what's gonna happen.”

On this particular morning, what
was happening was a beautiful
Southern California day in the
yawning weeks before summer.

“It's gonna be a good day at the
beach,” Sarge mused as she began
to pick up speed. Later, as is her
custom, the gray-haired woman
greeted customers personally
while calling out their stops.

‘Thank you much and have a
good day,” she said with a smile.
“Next stop—Stage Road.”
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Jess than half the cost of conventional window

replaccment ;
Older, single pane windows may create drafts or no
longer open easily. Dust, wind ratle & high energy bills

1st Friday, 6:15 p.m. are common cox
Confidential - Seminar I oLy tpioms el oty
—Free thgrature Iivc&mergyctﬁa_’mlwmdowwhicq also substanbally
| reduces outside noise. Windows also incorporate a double
714/66 '4454 The e e s ovefn gl 5
company will quote prices phone
tomers who have window measurements ready when they
24 th CoDwner Teiry Ketby call. A complete information package will be mailed free.
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From Associated Press

One ticket purchased in Garden
~Grove had all six of the winning
numbers picked Saturday night for
the California Lottery’s twice-
weekly “Super Lotto” game, lot-
tery officials said The winning
ticket is worth $16.3 million.

The winning numbers are 4, 23,
27,31, 42 and 47.

Sales from Wednesday to Satur-
day's game were nearly $10.3 mil-
lion, lottery officials said.

Woman Arrested
in Slaying of Man

LA HABRA-A 41-year-old
woman was on suspicion
of murder Sunday after police
found a man shot to death in her
home, authorities said.

Police identified the suspect as
Marta Charlene Patterson. The
victim was not identified because
his relatives had not been notified,
police said.

Patterson was taken into custo-
dy shortly after police discovered
the body in her home in the 500
block of North Palermo Way about
9:30 am.
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feels about The Times Orange County.

“Orange County is our home base

interested in local news. and The Times gives me good coverage.”

2 When you think about coffee in Orange County, you think about the Diedrich
family. And with four coffee houses located throughout the County, nobody
" knows better how important it is to have a good paper to go with your moming
| cup. ® That's why Carl’s a loyal Times Orange County reader. ® Carl especially
enjoys the Business Section. ® He likes to keep up with all different kinds of
Orange County business because he believes “they all work together in one way
or another.” # According to Carl, it’s important to stay on top of things. ® And the

- best way 10 do that is with The Times Orange County. ® His philosophy of life

says it all: “Don’t let the winds pass, for the past winds don't drive your mill.”

ORANGE COUNTY
Local news wherever you tum.

Carl Diedrich would love to tell you how he

Maybe over a nice cup of Antigua Guatemala.
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No buyers found
to rehabilitate
wooden structure

By Toby Hill
-North County News

_ The historic log cabin, one of the
oldest remnants of Brea’s past,
was turned to rubble in a matter of
minutes.

“This is very hard to watch,”
Brea Historical Committee Chalr
man Brian Saul said Tuesday
mormng just seconds before a
tractor’s upraised jowls struck
their first blow.

“We've tried for years to save
this.” g

The cabin was built in 1921 on
Ash Street behind the Brea Chris-
tian Church, now known as the Mis-
mnaryBapust Church. Construct-
‘ed,primarily of eucalyptus Edison
‘power poles, the cabin had fallen
mto disrepair over the years. The

s had become termite ridden

nd_ the roof peppered with holes

re knots had fallen out of the
»gm-baked planks.

The city and the community-

Brea Historial Society had

ried in vain to find a buyer who At s
As the tractor awaited its first capsulebelleved tobeburiedinone thing appearing to be plastic was away.

chuucl:h move tl&e (i?bl::]l from the run at the cabin, Saul pried a small of two places within the st d

urch site and rehabilitate:it. run at the cabin, Saul pried a sm wi e structure. noticed. It

e lmetal ,ll)_ll:ite 01“ om’i] of the extegor Keefp%an egte out. ior ametal . oo oo saul thought. “Bur the gﬁfgf Ss:ul}"ts:u‘;as'l!g l;:lde
e 2) 0gS. (3 at can o me S ¢ e : ; % :
; 1 think the city did all it could, g plate has a. number SR sart, workers ripped in 1921?” Nah, can't be it. was damaged by YOMEE) still

und, but two words

lnmAbel:iottth s mslstence.work~ frglelle “faith by.” . »we,-v s

% ers exhum e mysterious arti- “We were expecnng something

Church member Wil Abbott, who ern wal WD P : fact, which turned out to be uite different,”

ﬂ‘é’ was on hand for the.cabin’s - And after much‘,oj,rtl;eiéglﬁn apat. I, gothuy “smashed glass bottle embedded 1: ?\ras not dxsappmnst:‘&.: ‘s:ﬂ?fe?st{l 3:

demolition, did save a few piecesof . debris +had :been ! medxaw& " But “rkers duc fouda- X %the foundation. The concrete sur- found something,” he said. “And it
stic ngldmgs heritage. ¢+ workers attempted odigy »E,,;w. : gmwbqk!pdgme ﬁreplace,.some- ‘mundmg the bottle was then cut  said ‘faith," Thal’s kinda nice.” -

TRl L SEURIAR SN T

aid'Saul, who is also t mstoncal which,. if referenced, indicates up the floor by: the front doorwa
iety’s vice presxdellllf where the power pole%tood bef:g Nothing. .- y R

lﬂ‘,’l £
*‘But Saul and Missionary Baptist becommg part of the cabin’s sout

. The fireplace stmmwas thenggm
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built for the meager cost of $20.45,
thanks to community donations of
ited by the Rev. W.E. Spicer.
me atedMOil fCo don,ateg

eucalyptus logs from its-oil
fields. McClatchy Hardware do-
nated nails, screws and other hard-
ware. William E. Fanning  in-
stalled the electrical wiring. Local
masons built the stone fireplace.
Bergman is curious about wheth-
er a time capsule buried by the
builders is still on the premises.
“It’s buried either under the

front stegeor the front of the fire-

place,” he said. The capsule is a

square can containing a list of the
cabin’s builders and the people

who donated money, materials and

Future of historic structure still uncertain :n';.%m,, crsied sice with

as little-used building falls into disrepair oy e vork

kids downtown,” -Bergman
“He promoted a lot of thi

i -

By Toby Hill Through the years the cabin, which is historical park in the Oli i There was no YMCA or anyth
North County'News é‘ﬁu owned by the Missionary Baptist ject, restoll"e a 11;33 f‘iare gngg:(;leg t:ult))-m like that for them.” |
_ urch, has fallen into disrepair. lish more copies of its book, “Brea: Cele- Spicer planned trips such as two-
t once was hidden by the shops and Its eucalyptus logs battered by weather ~brating 75 Years,” by Membership Chair- week excursions to Mt. Baldy that
buildings of the old downtown, but now and roof full of leaks, it is used only for woman Theresa Hampsen. cost about. ta:the for-
_ M the historic Log Cabin off Ash Street storage. A couple of lawn mowers and as- _“It isn’t something we can undertake X 3 i
and Brea Boulevard sits prominently sorted tools sit near the cracked stone ight now. We have so much oing right
amid mfetgaliied’ smooth]}:i graijed land- fireplace. noog,_lt_lsgl' t even funny,” saig Jane
.scape of the downtown redevelopment The ch : . 'Brien, historical society president. *‘If
;?I'OJGCt- don’t hcavl;rfgea::%;?ysg; ileln%(:rnagtget%aeng:b- thg public really wants to save it, we’re
-~ -The structure has been designated as in or move it to another location and the goggﬂ:o Reed their help and input.” -
.an historic site and will not be destroyed Rev. Dwane Stutte has indicated it mlght Wa]t eBnme of jts constrqc’non in 1921’
:to make way for new buildings. But its have to be torn down because of liability Hi - Kniopreon Was president of the,
future is still in jeopardy. concerns. cmthagsitgﬁ:he gll;ou ok Zgung N
Built in 1921 by the Honor Knights of And while the Brea Historical Society buﬂdingpefrbrt. e
.the Brea Chnsul;m gh;%ﬂ:, ml)lw tllclnowxlx) as hasdbegn worll(,ingdtofsz‘ijve the cabin, it al- Bergman, 87, still lives in Brea
the Missionary Bap urch, the cabin ready has its hands full with other pro- ) i g 5 :
was used for Sunday school classes and Jects. . Ibelieve I'm the only one left now »

other church functions P A v
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Mayor takes Russian trip

By Brian Hall
Staff Writer

Brea Mayor Ron Isles,
spotting wide-open business
opportunity, returned last
week from Samara, Russia,
capitalism’s newest frontier.

“Ibet it’s just like the early
days in California when all
the businessmen from back
East came out here and tried
to set up shop,” Isles said.

Isles is president of New
Republic Inc., a newly
formed company, 49 percent
Russian-owned, 51 percent
American. The corporate
goal is to bring to Russia
critical consumer goods and
technology. This means
everything from artificial fur
for hats to road-paving, farm
and solid waste management
equipment.

In exchange, New Republic
will take export licenses to
sell the West valuable metals
such as titanium and
tungsten.

“These people aren’t just
going to roll over and play
dead for you. You’re going to
have to bargain hard.”

While the average Russian
on the street is naive, Isles
characterizes the country’s
businessmen as
sophisticated. They’ve had to
be.

Over seven decades, they've
developed an intricate
underground economy and
barter system — the only way
to distribute rare-but-needed
consumer goods prior to the
fall of communism. Now that
free enterprise is taking hold,
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From foreign shores: Mayor Ron Isles went to Russia on a business
trip and brought back Russian Pepsi and a sample of folk art from the

former Soviet Union.

state service lines. Overall
maintenance is poor, lending
the Russian cityscape a
drabness, Isles said, with
potholed roads, little snow

nlawing infrannantlv

scramble to keep prices low
and feed the population.

While Isles thinks an infla-
tionary spiral is unavoidable
in catching up with western
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Saturday/Sunday
saved for Laughlin

The Brea Community Services
Department will hold a turn-
around trip to Laughlin, Nev.,
from 8:30 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 15,
to Sunday, Feb. 16. The trip de-
parts from the Brea Civic and
Cultural Center, No. 1 Civic
Center Circle. It features five
hours of monitored gambling
time, the remainder of the trip
being personal time.

The trip costs $15 for Brea
residents and $20 for others. It
includes a continental break-
fast, buffet and snacks for the
trip home. Participants must be
at least 21 years old. For infor-
mation, call 671-4462.

St. Jude to host
mall Health Fair

St. Jude Medical Center will
hold a public Health Fair from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb.
15 at the Brea Mall. Various
healthcare professionals will be
available to answer questions
and provide information.

For information, call 992-3000,
Ext. 3323.

Soroptimists offer

travel at dinner

Soroptimist International of
Brea will give away two week-
ends during its annual fund-
raising dinner and auction, “A
Glitzy Sellebration,” held at 6

nm_ Saturdav. Mavah 14 at éha

Soroptimist International of
Brea are used to benefit the
community. The $5 tickets are
available from any Soroptimist,
or call 671-5993.

Learning center
hosts workshop

The Yorba Hills Mental
Health Center is sponsoring the
workshop “Parents, Kids and
Self-Esteem: Getting Kids to
Like Themselves” at 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 20, at the
Britannica Learning Center,
1215 W. Imperial Highway, Suite
102 in Brea. Speaking will be
clinical psychologist Dr. Darrell
J. Burnett of The Responsibility
Center in Yorba Linda.

Admission is free. For infor-
mation or reservations, call
1-800-628-3305.

Newcomers hold
social/luncheon

The La Habra-Brea New-
comers’ Club will hold its

February social Feb. 15. It is set
as a trip back in time, where one
can dance to the music, eat the
food and wear the clothing of the
’50s and ’60s. For information
and reservations, call Gayle at
990-0184.

The club will hold its Feb. 27
luncheon at Mimi’s Restaurant
in Whittier. Social time starts at
11:30 a.m., with lunch being
served at noon. The deadline for
reservations is Feb. 24. For in-
formation or reservations, call

Elsie at (211807386868 .
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