
Free English Classes 
• For Adults 

. Ingles Para Adultos 
· ( Clases son Gratis) 

Brea Library 
1 Civic Center Circle 

(east of the Brea Post Office) 
Fridays, 10:30 a.m. - 1 :00 p.m. 
Viernes, 10:30 a.m. - 1 :00 p.m. 

Open Registration 

Sorry, no child care.- ( no se permitir ninos) 

Class starts September 27, 1991 

For more information, call 990-7776 or 671-1722 

Sponsored by City of Brea and Brea Library 
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.HIGH-TECH CHILD'S PLAY 

Jack E. Hancoclc/Brea Progress 
Future Olinda Elementary School students Kimberly Howland, left, and Brookie Hatch, both aged 2½, get head 
starts on their computer training following a ribbon-cutting ceremony held at the school last Friday. 

Library media centers 
that use state-of-the-art 
technology opening at 
district primary schools 

By Jennifer 0'Andrea 
Brea Progress 

Hushed voices and the soft 
crinkJe of turning pages of books 
won't be the only sounds heard 
from Brea elementary school li
braries anymore. 

Now the click of little fingers 
tapping on keyboards connected 
to state--0£-the-art computers will 
resonate through library media 
centers in i • • 

to ma1K9 l'OOIII lor the state"s 
claa me reduction prognun. 

The district spent Sl million 
from its resene fund to buy por
tables for each school and ex
pects to get about $280,000 back 
from the state, Assistant Super
intendent Gary Goff said. 

Portable units at Fanning El~ 

mentary School were put to use 
as classrooms and the library 
and computer lab will stay sepa
rate. , 

Each participating school allo
cated funds for buying new com
puter equipment for the centers, 
which combine traditional books 
with modern technology. Library 
books line walls on one side of the 
portables and computer stations 
are set up on the other side. 

Computerized book catalogues 
replace the old card catalogues. 

Starting this month, teachers 
in the district will attend comput
er training sessions, Goff said. 

Mariposa and Olinda elemen
tary schools formally celebrated 
the opening of the new cent~rs on 

- . printers. 
Mariposa sixth-grader Sean 

April, 12, said, "The Internet'$ 
fun. The new computers are nice 
and I like bow it's all set up. It'll 
make it easier becaqse you can 
find out about authors and what 
books are all about." 

Sixth-grader Stephen Nelson, 

11, was impressed with the cen
ter. 

"It's a lot better than our old 
library," he said. ''You can do a 
lot more with the computers than 
play games. I already know how 
to use the Internet and I can do 
research on a country o·r some
thing. It'll make doing the work a 
lot more fun." 

Third-grader Susanne Meyer, 
. 8, was surfing through "Arthur 

On Line'' on the Net. 
• "I like that the room's bigger 

and it's funner with more space 
to walk around," she said. "The 
computers have sound and 
they're new. You can play what
ever you want." 

Parent_ Lori Apri! likes what 
.... ,....,,,,,_-~ 

so 
t learn 

bow to use.-00mputers at school, 
because kids need to know how to 
do that,'' she said. 

AroviSta and Laurel elemen
tary schools' library media cen
ters opened Feb. 2. The library 
side of Country Hills' new center 
opened in December and the me
dia side is due to open Monday. 



Jui:ie 24, 1999 Brea Prqgress Aa 

OPENING· THE -eooK 
ON LIBRARY .EXPANSION 

·Brea facility is ready 
to write new chapter 

By La_Donna Nicholson 
Brea Progress 

A s the needs of Brea's 
• population continue to 

grow, the city has been 
devoting much effort to planned 

. expansion of its branch library. 
Residents were invited re

cently to a meeting held on May 
22 at the branch to express 
ideas for use of the new space.· 

Cheryl Nakaji breaks every 
stereotype when it comes to the 
Hollywood film version of a li
brarian. Forget the typ·ecast 
cold demeanor and constant de
mands to be quiet. 

. • • . Jack t..Ha.ncock Brea Progress 

Nakaji is quick with a laugh 
and the first to help with pa
trons' inquiries. After manag
ing La Palma's branch library 
and working as a children's 
specialist at a Laguna Niguel 
facility, Cheryl felt the tug of 

Brea Children's Librarian Roberta Drake is she: ,vn signing up Ann Passaro. 9. in the library·s.summer ceading 
program last week. ( •. ~~ ...,'.l 

~ "":.....,,.y: I Brea four years ago. • 

I BREA LIBRARY 

volunteers are fantastic.·· branch. - .J In recent reports..., th~- c_ity 
Her enthusiasm for the city · ·•"We were looking at pro- • s~id it hoj>es·the·Jibrary exP.an-

and ·its dedication .to its services grams that need_ed help and .. sion l_)roject will be complct~d 
is catching. As the libraryJex- asking, ~What cquld we do to b)! September. 

, ,What: Brea Branch'tibrary pansion project begin~,t.o get • .~nhanc~Jibrary services,· ... - If the county libran.· sv. stem 
. When: -10' aJn.-6 p.m.- Moo. ~arld· under way, exdtement 1over the. Benesf'said. _ 1 

-Thurs:-, noon-8. p.m. Tues.-Wect:-10. ,, " l'b l 1- A B • t' t • could find a way to support a 
pew I rary can on y con m- s rea con. m.ues o grow. its larger library, the city would 

a.m.-5 p.11). $at. • ue to build. need for expanded children's b h 'd f b •i,1· 

I WheJe; 1•Ciyic Center Circler,Brea ., The Bre'a·branch.library has and adult book departments e open tot e 1 ea O ui umg 
IIJfo,: (714) 671-1722 .• : ~ bad an interesting history. , grows as welt. such a library. 

• • Established in October 1921. . "We have a fantastic chit- Benest noted that while not 
j \fhen Brea was stilJ. dirt road~-. dren's collectio.n, }lut many of entirely infeasible, an expensi\'e 

I Her voice fills with pride as and pJ,vk board h~uses, the h- , . the l;>ooks ar.~ buried und~r the project such as an entireh• new 
she talks-about Brea. brary )Vas rooved m 1929 to th~. adult or young aclult readmir• library would have to be huilt 

I "I like working and living in tften-"n~w"'eity Hall in City , material,''. Nakaji said. •• "· without undue increases in 
_..a ... c ... owro .... mlU.Llll.u.OJu.·t..,._y_J ........ 10 ... v~e .... owou.t.11bLa3,ll.llU.iOu.V~-J.U.1Do14D.a.r.J...wh .. .,,...;t-.1• .. m1>in+1d To OOQO,J.1.D,--.:~o-<>-c-Q~t....,h,.Q..,,,...•itL\L,._,,..,10 ... ·--c_o_s_ts ____ to_B ___ re_a_n_s_-...... s_·o __ m_c_·t_h ___ in.;,;g__ ... • ~~------:.• 
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·Group visits area's. libraries 
to see what's overdue in ·Brea 
By JennHer D' Andrea 
Brea Progress 

Open space, a light and airy 
environment, a large children's 
area and good study areas are 
library features that impressed 
members of Brea's Library Task 
Force on visits to area libraries. 

The group held its second 
meeting June 4 to discuss fea
tures they liked at other libraries 
that could be adopted in Brea. 

Task. force members toured 
three libraries independently run 
by Huntington Beach, Newport 
Beach and Cerritos; Irvine and 
Brea· branches of the Orange 
County Public. Library system; 
and Brea Olinda High School li-

brary. Mayor pro tern and task 
force memt?er Lynn Daucher vis
ited Edison Corporate Library 
and the New York Science, In
dustry and Business Library. 

Other library features. task 
force members favored included 
strong business services, using 
the city's web page for.reserving 
books and materials, Internet 
tie-ins and children's services. 

"The purpose is not to be de
signing the answer or to get too 
technical right now," Daucher 
said. "Our purpose is to get ·ao 
overview to see if there is a prob
lem (at the Brea branch). If 
there is a problem, we probably 
have to form a more technical 
committee." ~ ·~ • . 

Brea branch lib\arian _Cheryl 

Nakaji said Brea patrons most 
frequently complain of insuffi
cient new books, .bestsellers and 
mysteries. Patrons wanr longer 
hours, better parking, more vid
eos, "talking" books and busi
ness reference books, increased 
information desk service, niore 
spacious shelving an<l Internet 
access. 

In the next month, task force 
members will "investigate the 
best ideas,." said City-Manager 
Frank Benest. · "We'll visit more 
librar:ies and come up with addi
tional best ideas. We'll also come 
back with questions for commu
nity outreach and community as
sessment programs."· 

The task for;ce will meet again 
July 8. -- • 
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Panel to look at the· good and bad in libraries 
Task force hopes 
to upgrade Brea's 
public library 
By Jennifer o~ Andrea 
Brea Progress 

A group of about 25 .residents 
and members of Brea•s business 
community will tour some of the 
best and worst libraries in Or
ange County to generate ideas 
for upgrading Brea's library. 

The Heritage Park Regional 
Library in Irvine and the New
port Beach library top the list of 
excellent libraries to be toured, 

while the Orange library will be 
examined for its shortcomings. 

The new Library Task Force 
met for the first time Thursday 
to talk about improving Brea's 
library, which is part of lhe coun
ty library system. Twenty-one of 
the county's 31 cities belopg to 
the county-library system. 

The group will meet for six 
months to determine bow to 
spruce up Brea's library and find 
ways to pay for improvements. 
Brea's effort is not unique; other 
cities in the county system have 
formed • similar groups, said 
County Librarian and Brea task 
force member John Adams. 

The task force will consider so
liciting community support for 
the library, which.could mean an 
increase in library fees or a new 
parcel tax. 

Creating a group to work on the 
library was recommended in the 
city's Youth and Family Action 
Plan, in which community mem
bers. outlined youth and family 
needs in Brea. 

"We hope to determine the 
needs, the ways of generating re
sources and other support, what 
the community is willing to do, 
and then advocate what we think 
the community, the city, the 
school board and the library 

should do," City Manager Frank. 
Benest said. • 

The county library system is 
currentlY. recuperating f~om a 
$10 million state cutback m 1992 
and 1993. 

In 1993, the ·Brea branch had 
nine staff members. seven of 
whom worked full time; and was 
open six days a week. By 1996, 
only four of five library staff 
members were full time and the 
branch was open five days a 
week. 

Other cutbacks Brea's library 
has suffered foclude a lack of ref
erence service and the loss of a 
full-time children's services spe-

cialist, Adams said. 
Brea's contribution to the 

county library system in proper
ty-tax 4011ars-was $282,182 in 
1996. The total cost to run· the 
Brea branch in 1997 is $394,060. 

Benest said the city has consid
ered leaving the county system 
and either creating its own inde
pendent library or jofnfng with 
other cities. 

"The basic situation is that 
currently we're getting some 
value being a part of the sys
tem," Benest said. "We're get
ting more resources from system 
than we're putting into the sys
tem." 
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-w· {Near Brea Lib'rariaTtt 
~ '· Spurs· I nvolVement 

• 1 ..... 

1 
" By '.f'_ony Saave!,h'a door library me~b,ership dri~e 
. ,D.~P Staff Writer to reach Brea's SpJ1nish com-

BR:§..-\~.Libraria,.i,-Humberto • munity. 
"BerV":'hallego sees himself as With a few years ~perience a~ 
more,tJ,.an a mere baby sitter of a salesman and real estate 
books... • agent, Gallego says ,b~ is. accus-

The new head supervisor for tomed to peddling hisrwares. 
the Brea Branch County Library, 
Gallego, 33, fancies himself as a 
comipunity activist - someone 
who spurs involvement. 

"I'm not a typical librarian as 
far as sitting around the desk and 
answering reference questions," 
says Gallego, a serious but soft -
spoken fellow. "There's no 
reason why the library should 
play a passive role in the com
munity." 

Gallego came to Brea three 
~go.to. rgplace-.:t,he.retirecl 
Jessie Thompson, who left after 
heading the old city iibrary and 
the new county facility for about 
5 years. 

Gallego graduated in 1975 with 
a master's degree in library sci
ences from Cal State Fullerton, 
begilµling ·his career in the Los 

.Angeles C9.unty Library system. 
Working first as a reference 

librarian and then as the branch 
manager of the Belvedere lib
rary, Gallego quickly expanded 
his acti viti.es to reach beyond the 
book cases. ' 

He hosted a Spanish sto,ry - tel
lin~ session ev,ery SundaY. morn
ing on KALI-AM radi(llor:about a 
year. 

Gallego also or~zed gala 
Cinco de Mayo eelmrations for 
the library's East Los Angeles 
~mmunity and eventually pro
duced one of the largest Hispanic • 
resource collections in Southern 
California. 

It's no wonder that Gallego 
doesn't intend to sit still in Brea. 

He's already planning a huge 
Cinco de Mayo fespyal for 1984, 
with cult,ural ~bows and '-art 
exhibits. 

id4itie>nally, Galifgo 1s pre
pcuiof tQ embark on a door - to -

"Only this time rm a libra
rian," quips Gallego. "l'Dl not 
pushing pots or pans, but shme• 
thing everybody needs. 11 

• 

The Brea facility is one 'Of thE 
eight libraries in the county'§ 25. 
branch system designatecraf a 
Spanish Language Resource 
Center. ~ 

The library receives larger aJ. 
locations-to accomodate 'Spanist 
reading materials, bilinguai vid• 
-~O~.S' ~8§§.~S-,;md_gther~ 
sources. 

To date, the library boasts 
roughly 600 books written in 
Spanish. 

Gallego explained that the re-, 
sources were needed to service 
the lar,ge percent of Hispanic-re
sidents in the 'areas near the lib-' 
rary. 

According to a county study, 16 
to 20 percent of the population in 

( Continued on A-2) 

Bert Gallego 

. the adjacent, neighborhoodsA' is 
Hisparilt i I ' ;c ~ 

Although the ethnic. groµp 
made up only 3,234 of the city'! 
27,913 population in 1980, Gallego 
says the town is "ready for some 
cultural enrichment." He con
cedes that his experience in His
panic resources and his bilingual 
background are two of the main 
reasons he was hired to head the. 
Brea library. 

However, Gallego was also 
noted for his experience in busi
ness, first as a law student fqr 
two years and then as a real es
tate agent. 

Gallego admits .that he has 
done a bit of career hopping since 
his days as a Los Angeles libra
rian, including a stint as a 6th 
grade teacher. 
. After the passage of Pr~posi

bon 13, library work became 
more an Jct of love than a money 

'• making career, Consequently I 
Gallego left to find something 
more financially rewarding. 

Ironically, things aren't much 
better now than when Gallego 
left the library system in 1978. 

But his search for a lucrative 
career brought him full circle, 
back to the library. 

A resident of La Puente, a city 
with a large HisPtUric population, . 
Gallego is married but has no 
children. 

That's okay, he says. 
His wife, Bertha, is an el~men

tary teacher in the Montebello 
School District. 

·"She has 30 kids there," he 
jokes. 



~ WORLD OF BOOKS - Julie Reardon, left, reference librarian for 
the Brea Library, accepts a gift of seven Brownle and Girt Scout 
handbooks from carol Wolfert, center, president of the Republican 
women of Brea, Federated, and Jan Wingerter, Brea Girt Scout 
representative. The ~ Women's group donated the books 

~ pllCIIO.., Jack '"'IOOOl!a 
In memory C: Mrs. Dora Olsen, who was a member of the group fo 
more than 25 years. Mrs. Olsen was also a Girl Scout leader anc 
worked with youth at Brea Congregational Church. The handboQla 
outline activities In the worlds, or interest areaa. of Gut ~ 
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