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er refused to call on the sick no
matter what time of nignt he
was needed, His widow, Mrs
Bernice Curtis said he rarely
received a full night’s sleep in| §
his years of practice g

One of the highlights of his
career came when he was sent
to Ecuador in 1947 to head up a

ﬁ

State Department program to
improve health and sanitation
conditions in South America
Among other projects was a
plan to build hospitals through-
out the country.

He planned to stay six
months, but refused to leave un- o
til the job was completed. About DR. CURTIS CITED — Dr. Glenn Curtis 1S
the time the ~hospitals, sanita- shown with Ecuador President Galo Plaza soon

tion and water systems were A % e i i
completed and the doctor was| after being given a citation for his work during

ready to come home, the disas-| the disastrous earthquake that struck the country
trous earthquake of 1949 struck.| jn 1948. Dr. Curtis spent two years in Ecuador
Ecuador officials said the| \orking with the State Department’s Institute of

loss of life would have b - : 5
ltremendous had the n\c(; ;\eg" Inter-American Affairs. He headed the construc

tems and hospitals not been| tion of water and sanitation facilities and hospitals
completed. Since most of the| throughout the country.

vith ts.

L ‘WINS CITATIONS

fore leaving Ecvador, Dr.
(?urtis was given eight cita-|
tions from the government in-
cluding several from the Presi-
‘dent Galo Plaza personally.
Several of the citations iisted|-
their benefactor as “Don Glenn|!

_ During World War II, Dr. Cur-||
tis was so busy filling in for
other doctors who were in the
service that he averaged less
than four  hours sleep each
night, according to persons who
lived in the area during that
time. They said he was in a con-
stant state of exhaustion, but re-
fused the pleas of his friends to|
slow down. Even after he be-




either noooy.
ACTIVE HOBBIEST
Dr. Curtis was also a pholog-i
raphy hobbiest and had his own|
darkroom in his home. But even
his hobbies were dedicated 'o
others and he spent many hours
photographing and printing pic-
sees of forged or altered coins

'from the national to the mu-|
‘nicipal level and was always on
‘hand when needed. He worked
with many groups to maintain
the high ethical level of medi-
cine and worked with legislators
in laws effecting the profes-
sion.

Among other efforts on the
municipal level, Dr. Curtis|
helped William Fanning and
Lester Slaughter write the cur-
'rent city civil service ordinance.

The doctor was born June 29
1894 in Atlanta, Ga., and was
graduated from Union College
in Lincoln, Neb. He was then
graduated from the College of
Medical Evangelists after a
year’s service in the Army
1917-18.

When Dr. Curtis died at the
Veterans Hospital in Long
Beach in November 1959, at 65,
the entire community mourned
its loss. Mrs. Curtis has car-
ried on much of his philanthrop-
ic work and is still active in the|
community. '
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wo schools find ext

-ommunity College

Y ARAKAWA
Tribune Writer

IN In a special
W that lasted less
s, the North Orange
mmunity College
10of Trustees
iget for 198182 last

962,003,004 Including reserves. In
income, that amounts to
$53,989,300
Approximately 78 percent of the
income comes from the state, 18
percent from local sources and 4
percent from the federal govern-
ment, estimated Joseph
Newmyer, vice chancellor for
finance and facilities

The beginning balance 1981-82 is
also higher than projected in the
publication budget. The increase
came from the Los Angeles County
tax receipts. The NOCCCD will

expected Jincome

s deficit. In-
 million deficit as ex-
the passage of the
odget last month, the
$900,000

xpected average daf
¢ figures that were 8,103,705
15 The. trustees also passed a

is of $83,500 from Los resolution known as the Gann
ity also were added Limit that puts a lid on yearly
’CD is in that county increases.

t's final budget's con- Newmyer said that the Gann
| — money to be used  Limit did not have meaning this
od events — is listed  year because the NOCCCD budget
. is $33 million below the limit. ‘‘We

services have all kinds of cushion from
n finalized and were  Gann,” be said. The district’s ap-
the contingency fund

propriations limit this year is $91.4
million.

Trustee Felix S. LeMarinel was
absent and Trustee Wallace R.
Hardy arrived as the meeting end-

1 final bl;d‘el is ed

:t not fulfilled,
tifies witness

ra mone

Fullerton Union

and $100,000
replacement
Trustees said
needed more tim
posals which hac
Grimshaw just
meeting
Copies of
“priorities for

By SRIAN EDWARDS
bune Education Writer
FULLERTON Instead of
chopping classes and axing
teachers as required In the past to
make ends meet, Fullerton Union
High School District trustees for a
change had some extra money to
work with last night

A series of cost saving tion" list were &
measures, combined with income the public dur
from the sale of Lowell High even though he

the items into L
million firial bud

After making
decision on whi
unexpected si

School, had left trustees with a few
dollars not already accounted for
in the 1981-82 budget

However, the trustees could
hardly consider themselves free
wheeling. The money they had to  adopted a budg
work with nearly $200,000 year calling fo
doesn’t come close to rivaling the spending and a

massive cutbacks behind them than $600,000
As when deciding which pro- However, the
gram to eliminate and which to locked in conc

save, trustees again found
themselves in a debate over
priorities but this time over where reserve
the limited money should go. Trustees an
The panel eventually settled on  some money sh
spending $50,000 more on tex- In-depthstudyo
tbooks, and Instruction supplies Trustee Robe
and $20,000 to hire two clerks to improved com
belp man libraries at Fullerton eet increasin
and Sonora high schools. districts have

These areas have faced reduc- ©d. in-depth,
tions in recent years. Last year, CoOursesthan we
trustees halved the number of The attenda
librarians in the district, while the ~™Mended by Gri
textbooks allocation to each cam- 2 Savings of m
pus has remained constant for implemented b

years, despite skyrocketing book In the classr
prices. receives state

ttend. , nof
However, trustees failed to P s

“Forget abot
agree on a number of other areas said trustee Ri

meeting, truste
they want to spe

UP1 Telephoto

TODAY IN HISTORY
The date: Aug. 4, 1949, exactly 32 years ago today. The place,

"""“‘" °:‘v:"m Ambato, Ecuador. The event: A huge earthquake that leveled 50 Suggested for increase by assis-  port. “What &
FON — A Costa Mesa. e S preliminary  '0™MS and killed more than 6,000 persons. A daring cameraman :::v:“%"i‘"“:dem for business  aren't going to
terday that Steven Rice, owner of Rikor Investment and  5t00d his ground to make this remarkable photo of Ambato’s Thosye Ir:c'lrl\:!;iwt-ls 000 for a cur- Ot imphe w
‘lt, Inc., did not fulfill an agreement to give back the in-  Cathedral collapsing during the quake. Sixty children were riculum development program v e
/000 and $15,000 in interest within the specified 90 days. buried in the ruins. $20.000 for an attendance gtudy. T 00:000 to re
“{'dson said he gave -S:n-.shm-s check for $100,000 to Rikor Y. mer‘\"l, and veh:(
1t in some property in ta Monica. . ““We canno
ne of the preliminary hearing will determine if Rice, 32, MOR—EAB—OUT’ program,” as
thraa nannte of theft by fraud. one count of forgery and two ~ dent Walter Zig
Board Pr¢

Sullivan disag

a~cmbdawallave weanar e Q*ﬂ\l nu*
”—m—
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By TAMMY DUNN
News Tribune Writer

962,083,004 including reserves. In
Iincome, that amounts to

percent from the federal govern-
last  ment, estimated Joseph
vice chancellor for

In-

came from the Los Angeles County

Limit that puts a lid on yearly
budget increases

Newmyer said that the Gann
Limit did not have meaning this
year because the NOCCCD budget
is $33 million below the limit. “We
have all kinds of cushion from

Gann,” he said. The district’s ap-
propriations limit this year is $91.4
million

Trustee Felix S: LeMarinel was
absent and Trustee Wallace R.
:nrdy arrived as the meeting end-

UPI Telephoto

The date: Aug. 4, 1949, exactly 32 years ago today. The place,
Ambato, Ecuador. The event: A huge earthquake that leveled 50

- $ ; towns and killed more than 6,000 persons. A daring cameraman
- A Costa M estor testified at limin.

that s‘"m:“c:_’vom of Rhor"m:eg;l ot :rg stood his ground to make this remarkable photo of Ambato’s
. did not fulfill an agreement to give back the in- cathedral collapsing during the quake. Sixty children were
1$15,000 in interest within the specified 90 days. buried in the ruins.

said he gave a cashier’s check for $100,000 to Rikor

ne property in Santa Monica. MOREABQUE

‘e preliminary hearing will determine if Rice, 32,

ra money

Fullerton Union H

By BRIAN EDWARDS and $100,000 for
MNews Tribune Education Writer replacement el
FULLERTON Instead of Trustees said

choppin classes and axing needed more time tos
lrur‘;»’;rlunn required in the past to  posals which had hl'l":
make ends meet, Fullerton Union  Grimshaw just hourt
High School District trustees for a nw‘enng
change had some extra money to Copies of hliu
work with last night ‘priorities for add

A series of cost saving tion” list were also “'.
measures, combined with income the public during t
from the sale of Lowell High even though he had A
School, had left trustees with a few  the items into the di
dollars not already accounted for  million firial budget fo
in the 1981-82 budget. After making their

However, the trustees could decision on what to
hardly consider themselves free unexpected surplu
wheeling. The money they had to adopted a budget for

work with nearly $200,000 year calling for $33
doesn’'t come close to rivaling the spending and a rese
massive cutbacks behind them. than $600,000

As when deciding which pro- However, those fi
gram to eliminate and which to locked in concrete.
save, trustees again found meeting, trustees car
themselves in a debate over they want to spend a |
priorities but this time over where reserve.
the limited money should go. Trustees and otk

The panel eventually settled on  some money should §
spending $50,000 more on tex- in-depth study of curr
tbooks, and instruction supplies Trustee Robert Sing
and $20,000 to hire two clerks to  improved computer
belp man libraries at Fullerton meet increasing dem
and Sonora high schools. districts have much

These areas have faced reduc- ©d. in-depth, excitit
tions in recent years. Last year, Ccoursesthan wedo,
trustees halved the number of The attendance s
librarians in the district, while the ~mended by Grimshav
textbooks allocation to each cam- @ Savings of more th
pus has remained constant for implemented by keej
years, despite skyrocketing book in the classroom.
- Saiace ot she

atte: s

However, trustees failed to “Forget about just
agree on a number of other areas said trustee Richard
suggested for increase by assis- port. ‘‘What about |
tant superintendent for business aren’t going to classe:
Harvey Grimshaw. Grimshaw. mair

Those included $15,000 for a cur- district needs to sg
riculum development program, $100,000 to replace
$20,000 for an attendance study, ment and vehicles.

““We cannot affor(

program,’’ assertec
dent Walter Ziegler. |
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; like a note on a bar of music.View is from Estancia Park in Costa Mesa.
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_SZipped Out

permit to keep the animal. The city
stayed the complaint pending the
sa0n.
the council seems to object to Tita.
nembers are pondering what to do
fecide to keep pet goats, or maybe a
gerie. Will Tita set a precedent?
sists that his sheep makes no noise, is
most pets, and has no unfriendly
rsteins have a dog, but the two get

him, he

Ex-Wife Was
‘Devil,” Alaia
Told Hypnotist

By DAVID REYES,
Times Staff Writer

Dr. Louis Alaia revealed while
under hypnosis that he believed his
former wife was the devil who was
bent on destroying him, his attor-
neys said Monday.

The doctor's lawyers further said
that he viewed his wife in that light
because she threatened to separate
him from his beloved 11-year-old

Unit Formed
to Coordinate
Quake Plans

Governor Seeks Funds
for State Task Force;
Mock Temblor Staged

By JOAN SWEENEY,
Times Staff Writer

Saying the question is not wheth- >
er a catastrophic earthquake will hit
California, but rather when it .
ocecur, Gov. Edmund G. Brown
took steps Monday to better prepx
Californians to cope with such a
disaster.

Brown established a state emev-
gency task force on earthquake
preparedness to implement the rec-
ommendations of an ad hoc group
he named last November. A Brown
assistant, Dr. William W. Whitson,
who was director of the ad hoc
group, also will head the task force.

The task force will have 30 advi-
sory groups of which one will focus
on methods of mobilizing and train-
ing neighborhood self-help teams. :
They would shoulder the burden
during the first 24 hours after a:
quake, when communications,-
transportation routes, emergency
services and other life-line net-
works are disrupted.

Brown asked the Legislature for
$4.5 million initially for the quake
Preparedneas program, but added,
“This thing is to cost a lot
more before we are finished.”

‘We're Not Ready’

However, he noted, “We have
billions defending for a war, which
is a contingency; a catastrophic
earthquake is a certainty. It will kill
thousands of people and we're not
ready forit.”

He warned, “The government
cannot in the initial hours after an
earthquake save people. People are
going to have to organize them-
selves block by block and they're
going to have to take it very se-
riously.

Brown's action came on the 10th

anniversary of the San Fernando
Valley quake which, although

“moderate” in seismic terms, caused




DOC CURTIS: BREA'S COUNTRY DOCTOR

Dr. Glen Curtis practiced medicine in Brea for over 30 years and it was a very
comforting feeling to know that if you needed help, Doc Curtis was there. He
wWas a medical doctor of the old school with a general practice that included

Surgery, internal and external medicine, hospital calls, office calls, home
calls and even sidewalk consultations.
There is little doubt in the minds of those who know Dr. Curtis that his
devotion to this community was real. Whether rich or poor, to Dr. Curtis each
patient was a sick person needing help. Many bills for his services were
marked "Paid in Full" when patients were unable to meet their obligation. He
was truly a generous man with his time and talent.

Doc Curtis participated in many civic and professional organizations. His
credits included president of Brea Lions Club, president and co-founder of the

y president of the Brea American Legion, and member of
His love of the arts was

Orange County Coin Club

the Brea Citrol Lodge and Noble Mystic Shrine.

evident in his charter membership and patronage of the Los Angeles Music

Center. His professional affiliations included president of the Orange County

Medical Association, member of the American Medical Association, president of
and organizer and director of California

the California Public Health League,
Physicians Blue Shield.
Doc Curtis not only looked after the health of the residents of Brea, he also
traveled to Equador on vacation and ended up spending two years caring for the
sick and teaching health care in a very primitive part of the country.

and thoroughly enjoyed the
sense of humor which often

He was proud to be known as "Brea's Country Doctor™
role. He had a strong sense of fun and a quick

resulted in spontaneous practical Jjokes.
Here are just a few

Doc Curtis is warmly remembered by those who knew him.
Doctor:

quotes which provide a personal glimpse of Brea's Country
912 in Atlanta, GA and a member of

Dr. Gerald Mitchell, a friend since 1
the staff of Loma Linda School of Dentistry: "He was a natural born

doctor and even in prep school was called "Doc:”

Mrs. Sharon Alexander Dean: It's difficult to realize in this day of
specialized medicine that a doctor such as Doc Curtis ever existed. He,
of course, did everything. He will be remembered by all who he delivered
as a man always in a hurry with plenty of time to stop and listen when
one of his patients had a problem."

Vi Alexander: "I have very kind memories of Dr. Curtis, as I worked in
his office for several years, and I've never Known a more generous and
kind person. He always gave of himself."

Howard Robinson: "Dr. Curtis was a man's man, and in the eyes of his
many friends, a real Christian gentleman."

KC:j1 5/22/86
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DR, C. GLEMM CURTIS

i % 2
DR. C. GLENN CURTIS, AFFECTIONATELY KNOWN AS BREA’S
ACTICE HERE IN 1926

1959,

CouNTRY DoOCTOR, BEGAN HIS PR
AND CONTINUED IT UNTIL HIS DEATH NovemBeR 15,
Doc CURTIS REPRESENTED THE FINEST TRADITION OF THE
MEDICAL PROFESSION WITH A CARING PRACTICE THAT

INCLUDED SURGERY, INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL MEDICINE,
HOSPITAL VISITS AND HOUSE CALLS.

HIs UNBOUNDED ENERGY PURSUED MANY INTERESTS BEYOND
HE WAS AN AVID SUPPORTER

HIS BUSY MEDICAL PRACTICE.
OF THE ARTS IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, ORGANIZER OF THE

OrANGE CounTy CoIn CLUB, PRESIDENT OF THE BREA
Lion’s CLUB AND A RECOGNIZED PHOTOGRAPHER. Doc
CURTIS WAS ALSO ACTIVE IN LOCAL, STATE AND NATIONAL
poLITICS. HE WAS APPOINTED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT
AS A DIRECTOR OF THE INSTITUTE OF INTER-AMERICAN
AFFaIRs IN Ecuapor From 1948 1o 1950. Doc CurTis
WAs Tep CRAIG'S CAMPAIGN MANAGER WHEN HE WAS FIRST

ELECTED TO THE CALIFORNIA STATE ASSEMBLY.

RECENTLY A NUMBER OF LOYAL FRIENDS OF DR. CURTIS AND
THE CITY OF BREA HONORED HIS MEMORY BY NAMING THE
THEATRE IN THE Crvic CULTURAL CENTER AFTER HIM,

THE DR, C. GLENN CurTIis PERFORMING ARTS THEATRE IS

A FITTING MEMORIAL TO A LIFE OF SERVICE.




" WELENX LEBANNA CURTIS
4”’:nnn:ss. SINGING SPRINGS DATE OF INTERVIEW: AUGUST 7, 1980

CONVATESCENT HOME z
1207 TRASK AVE. “PLACE OF INTERVIEV: 'SINGING SPRINGS

GARDEN GROVE, CA,
COLLATERAL MATERIAL
Yes No

Helen Leanna €urtis is my tull nane and I came trom Georgla.

Q: Jiere you born in Georgia?

A: Yes. Decatur, east of Atlanta. Keally it was at Eastlake. Eastlake

is a lake ted by springs. My daa buiit our home there at the turn of

the century. I was the only one born there that lived.

How many were in your ramily?

A: Five. The oldest girl was neariy tive when she died ot Scariet Fever.

They aidn't have shots then. Then GClenn was born, Then another boy

and he burned to ceath at nine. Then my sister Adeline was born,

Q: Your rather was a doctor, wasn't he?
A

: Ny father was a country doctor., FKe probaply delivered a baby 1oxr five

dolilars, My mother wWas Ifrom Indiana and f8zd was from Iowa,

Q: How did they happen to get to Georgia?

A; Well, they met at Bible School in Chicago. He took nurses training
and vhen the tirst chila died he said he was going to be 2 doctor so
he would know what to do, Then later the boy burned to death.

Q: Was it a house accident?

4: Yes, It was the stove, They had such crude things then,

N: Did you live inGeorgia moft ot your childhood oxr did you move around?
A: I went to grade school in Tennessee,

: How did Glenn decide to be a doctor? Was it b;cauSejhis father was one?
A; Yes,
Q: I suppose he had to go to ditterent schools.

4A: He went to Union College in Lincoln, Nebraska, a denominational collége

or the Seven Day Adventists. He took medicine at loma Liqﬁa University
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soved to Columbus, Ohio 4» begin his practice

a wold there and he mas ac
Then he S

customed %o
ettled here

and interned there, He

But 1t was
8o he JjJust came right bvack.
‘otfice on north Brea Bouleva

‘“The man who built his

after graauating.
rda. It

Caiifornia weather.
office

inBrea to practice.
is still used today as @a MNedical Ce

than six months in this
r he built a house for him

He built an

nter.
too

tovn., He is

said, "I don't give him moTe
But late

bossy and critical of everything."”

in Newport Beach.
viva AlexandeT was in the oftice.

How many did he have in his oftice?

He had several nurses.
d when he was practicing?

Do you remenber anything that happene
He was always helping somebody. At Christmas time he would send 2
im something -

in a car accident.

wpaid ia full”, And one

card to people that owed h
He had &

a young man Was hurt
Glenn had two Trooms in the

particular case -
broken hip, broken bones; he was & mess.
back of the office. He fixed up a room and dept the Yoy there.
k care of him and his mo ther brough He said

Because if they Were sick enough to

t his tood.

The nurses too

he would never turn down a call,
So he always went

they were sick enough to have one.

need 2 doctor,
't have many hospitals.

In those days they didn

when he was called.
eral Hospital in Fullerton were aboutl

I guess the Cottage and the Gen
the only ones around closer than St. Josephs in Orangs,
There was an old, old hospital in Anaheim - almost in the center of
town,

1t21 for shots or anything. He

My brother hated to be in a hosp
He hzad his car parked in

had a2 heart attack and Was at St, Josephs.
So he climped out the window in his pajamas and drove home.

tront.
Bernice said " Wwhat in the world are you doing here?” And he said
"I can't stand being in bed, I have to get to work.," Le was a
character, That was when his heart started bothering hin.




. Viould you tell me about Glenn's marriage?
His wife was Berniceliti///#arvho came from Hershey. Pennsylvania.
They went to school togethir.wh.n quite young, I believe it was

the Graysville, Teanessee ligh School, She was teaching music in

a school near chattenooga 'efore they werc~|ar¥1ed. Altogether she
taught music, both vocal and piano, for torty years,

Thelr marriage took place in 1932, She came out to Kingman,
Arizona and he met her there witn a minister. They were married
there and drove back to Brea, They came back to their apartment $r
on Birch Street and found it well decorated by his fri'end,ﬂx@’:\ YYre 8%
Bowers, who was the editor of the Brea Progress. They Were both in
the Cottee Club that was thriving at that tine., Once the Bowers
came home from a vacation to find a clothesline oa the roof of
their house and on it were hanging all kinds of fancy women's under-

- clothes, One time the two made a bet at the coffee Club and Glean
ion. He sat in a buggy in a higﬁ top hat with a big cigar and
wearing a split tail coat znd Nr, Bowers pulled him down the street.
Theﬁ Glenn lost a bet and he borrowed my mother's long flannel

nightgown, My dad was bald headed and wore a night cap. So Clenn

wore them both and walked down the main street,

Kobinson, Curtis zad Bergman had a building back of the Spanish
Cafe on north Brea Boulevard, Clean tried raising chinchillas there.
Just he and Bernice took care of them. It was quite a chore. They

are so fragile.
Q: Tell me about Dr, Curtis's vork in Quito, Ecuador.

4; President Roosevelt started to build hospitzls in South America, bdbut
g
they were never completed. So they sent Glenn down there to complete
two or three., One didn't even have z well or water supply - so he had

2 well dug,



Q:

>

O

Bernice couldn't stand the eltitude, so she came back after

s yeex or tWo, They had a cook named laria Golves and they taught her
to cook and speak English, So Bernice was golng to take her home with
her. When her father tound out agout it, he told Glenn he wanted her
salary. Glenn said 'I'd hate to tell you where I told hinm to go'.
Then he sald he wanted half of it., And Glean sald 'nothing doing’.
Her mother died when she was five and he gave her away to a white
family and they started her cooking. So Glenn sent her up here and
she stayed with them about four vears, I last saw her at his funeral.
How ong was he in Quito?

About three years,

Hasn't some area close to him destroyed in an earthquake?
Yes, the ground just opened up and swallowed a wWhole town., 1Iwas 2
little town near him, Of course, all the churches and conventis Were

Glenn got in touch with some of his doctor friends up here and

gone.
The

they gathered up money to help the poor neonle that were left.

priest came and said 'I want that money to rebuild the church'. And

Clenn said 'You'll not get 2 penny of it', He said'These people are
starving and this money collected trom the United States is to help
them. Your church can wait till you see 1it to raise your own',

He must have done auite a job of organizing those hospitals,

They didn't have a nurses trainging school, so he started one, The
tirst class graduated twenty 1our nurses. He sent back dozens and

dozens of pictures or nurses, The peodle tnere didn't know anything

about piumbing, He speant all the money he earned them helping the

people. g

4

ihentr2ig rark was dedicated trees were planted in memory of Glenn
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(More about helen Curtis and thelr parents)
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My mother came to California in 1728 because of poor health.

My tather didn't come then,

\.as he still practicing medicine?

No, he had retired. He came here in karh ot L929., I arrived in
that year too. I went to school in Atianta and in Tennessee, near

Chattanooga a2t Andrews University, ¥y brother called and asked me

to come out here. I started to school in Dietetics and atter I E

graduated from Loma Linda, went on to USC znd UCLA., I took extra work

so I could be a member of the American Dietetics Association. I : %

worked ten years at thite Memorial Hospital in Los Angeles. Then i

I contracted Multiple Sclerosis. ‘
My folks 1lived at 301 East Elr, ;

pid your Tolks build that house?

No, Glenn bought it during the depression. My father died of a

stroke, My mother ana I lived there many years. I had a car with

haud controls and We drove all over. Ve had ladies taking care ot

-~

us, but it becane unsatiszactory so vwe moved to & rest home in

Orznge. My mother passed away 1n August ot 1¥60. I remained

there till 1971 &nd came here to Singing Springs.
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HELEX LEBANITA CURTIE
I ADDRESS: SINGING SPRINGS DAT: OF INTERVIEW: AUGUST T, _
R (-4
f?gg‘tiikézTAegﬁr PLACE OF INTERVIEW: SINCIRG SPRINGS |
GARDEN GROVE, CA. §
COLLATERAL MATERIAL :
Yes No g
'E
ia, rﬁ

Helen Leanna Gurtis is my 2ull nane end I came 2rom GeoxXg
Bactliake

!

Q: Vere you born in Georxrgia?
203 A: Yes. Decatur, east of Atlanta, Keally it was at Eastlake.
7 is a lake ted by springs. Ny daa buiit our home there at the turn of
the century. I was the only one born there that lived.
Q: How many Wwere in your ran14y?
A: Five. The oldest girl was neariy tive when she died ot Scariet Fevez.ﬁ” =
% They aidn't have shots then. Then Clenn was born. Then another boy
‘ and he burned to ceath 2t zmine. Then ny sister Adeline Vas born.
;; Q: Your zather was a doctor, wasn't he?
| :; --A: Hy tather was a country doctor. FKe probably delivered 2z baby IoX five |
’j g dollars., My mother was zrom Indiamz and f£=d Was from Iowa,
i 'Q; How did they happen to get to Georgia?
e tbok nurses trzining

1 A; Tiell, they met 2t Bible School in Chicago.
and vhen the first chilq cied he said he wes going to be 2 doctor so

he would know what to ao. Then lazier tne voy burned to cezth.

was it 2 house accicent? %

They had such crucde tnings then.

Q:
Lz o Yes s It wasithekstiove:
Diéd you live inGeorgia mof:t ot your childhood or 6id you move around?

-
-

4; I went to grade school in Tennessee,
How dia Clenn decide to be a doctor? Viecs it becazuse_his father was on
3

Q:

A; Yes,

Q: I suppose he had to go to Zitrerent schools.

f: Ee venit to Union College ia Lincoln, Hebraskey &.cenominziional collés
lie took medicine 2t loma Linda Universii

0 the Seven Day Adventists.




and interned there. He moved to Columbus, Ohio 45 begin his practice
a he mas accustomed to

© —
b ke

after graduating. But 1t was a cold there an
Then he settled here’

So he just came right bvack.
It

t an ottice on north Bred Boulevard.

‘“The man who built his office :

is still used today as 2 Medical Center.
tovn., He is too ¢

or him

California weather.

inBrea to practice. Ke buil

il AR

than six months in this

said,”I don't give him more
But later he built a house b4

bossy and critical of everything."

cr SR RNTER

in Newport Beach,
in the orzice.

How many did he have in his oftice? Viva Alexander Was

Lo
PR o AR

He had several nurses.
emember anything that happened when he was practicins? ]

Do you r

Ke was always helping somebody. At Chrisimas time he would send 2

card to people that owed him something - “Pald 42 full”. And one é]
He had 2

e - a young man was hurt in a car a2ccident.

particular cas
|
Clenn had two Tooms in the \
i
|

broken hip, brokxen bones; he Was 2 mesSs,

back of the office. He fixed up a room aad dept the doy there.
‘] s

The nurses took care of him ané his mother brought his food. He said . g
il

Because if they WeTe sick emough to

= he would never turn down a call.

need 2 doctor, they Wwere sick enough to have one. So he always Went

Ee
— when he Wwas called. 1In those days they didn't have many hospitals.

%?u 2: I guess the Cottage and the GCeneral Hospital in Fnllerton were about
;g: ina oaly ones zround closer than St. Josephs in Oreangs.

é; Z: There vas an old, oid nospital in Anaheim - 2lmost in the center of
?; ‘ town.,

%’ liy brother hated to be LIn a hospital for shots or anything. He

hzad 2 heart attack aand Wwas at 5t. Josephs. He had his car parked in

tront. So he climbed out the window in his pajamas and drove home.
Bernice said " wnhat in the world are you doliag here:" And he said

"I cec't stand being . in bed, I have to get to work,"” Le wWas &

cheracter. That wes Whea his heart started botnering Mo




s & y
by, 4 you tell me 2bout Glenn's rerriage?

His wite Wwas BcrnICelhhlhﬂhrwho cane from Hershey. Peansylvania.

They went to school together when quite young. I believe it Was

the Graysville, Teanessee High Sénoal, She was teaching music in

a school near chattenooga ‘efore they Were married. AltogetheT she

taught nusic, both vocal and piano, tor torty years.

Their marriage took place in 1932. She came out to KingmaZ,
Arizona and he met her there witz & minister. They Were married
there and drove bacx toiiBret, « Tasy came back to thelr apartn:nt @"“z'

3 m A, s
nd it well decorated by his friend.la‘!j‘%:;bd,-

on Birch Street anéd fou
They Were both in

Bowers, who was the editor of the Brea Progress.
Once the BoweIs

the Cottee Club that was thriving at +hat tine.

capne home from 2 vacation to finc a clothesline 02 the roof of

their house.and on it were hanging 21l kinds of fancy women's under-

- clotnes. One time the two made a bet at the Coifee Clubd and Glenn

He sat in 2 buggy in 2 high top hat with a big cigaT and

»». Tomers pulled him down the street.

wom.

wearing 2 split +zil coat =nd

Then Glean lost 2 bet and he borrowel mY nother's long rlancel

nightgown. MY daé was bdald headed and VoTre 2 night cap. So Clenu

wore them both anc walked down tne main street.

Hovinson, Cur=is znd Bergnen had 2 puilding back of the Spanish

north Br== z;ulevard, <Slean tried raising chinchillzs theTe.

Just he and pernice took care of thea. It was quite a choTe. They

are SO fragile.

Tell me abvout Dr. curtis's vwork in ruito, Zcuador.

pvresicdent Roosevel: started to -uild hospitzls in South America, dbut

they Were never consleted. So zhel sent GClenn down there to compleze

two or three. One dicén't even ~zve z well oT water supply - SO he nad

2 well dug.




Bernice couldn't stand the zltitude, so she came back afterx
a yeer or tWwo, They had a cook named laria Golves anéd they taught her
to cook and speak Emnglish, So Bernice was going to take her home with
her. whea her father found out aéaut 14, he told Clenn he wanted herT
salary. Glean sald 'I'd hate to tell you where I told him to & °.
Then he said he wanted half of it. and Glean said ‘nothing doing’.
Her mother died when she was five and he gave her away to a white
family and tney started her cooking. So Glenn sent her up here and

she stayed with them about four years., I last saWw her at his funexal.

e

P00 ol i il

Q: How ong was he in Quito?
A: About three years.,

Q: Wasn't some area close to him destroyeé in an earthquake?

4: Yes, the ground just opened up and srallowed a wWhole towmn. Ivas 2

little town neer him, Of course, 211 the caurches 2and ronvents weTe

gone. GClenn got in touch with some of his doctor friends up here =nd

"
"

they gathered up money to hel> the poor Deodle that Were Yeft i <The

priest came and said 'I want that money to retuild the church'. &and

Clenn said 'You'll not get 2 peany of it'. He said'These people =Te

starving and this money collected trom the United States is to hel3

them. Your church can wait till you see it to raise your aova'.

Ee must have done guite 2 job of organizing those hospitals.

2z
A Thery dicén't h2ve & nurses trainging scnool, so he staried one, The
+irst class graduatec twenty rour nurses. He sent back dozens anc

dozens of pictures oI nurses. The people tnere didn't know anything
about piumbing. He spent all the money he earned ther helping the
people. i

iihenty2ig Park was dedicated trees Were planted in nemory of Glenmn

o (Antd

P LUl
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(MoYe about helen Curtis and thelr pzrents)

My mother came to Calitornia im 1.2 because of poor hezltn.
iy 1ather aion't come then,

\.28 he still practicing necicine?

lio, he had retired. He came here in Lar'h oz 1929, I arrived im

that year too. I went to school in atianta 2nd in Tennessee, near

Chzttanooga 2t Andrews university. Ny brother called and zsked me

to come out here., I started to school in Dietetics and atter 1

graduated from Loma lindz, went on to USC znd UCLA, » I ook extxs WoO:

etetics Association. I

-

so I could be 2 member o% the American D
worked ten years at White Memorial Hospital im Los Angeles. Then
I contracted Multiple Sclerosis.

My folks lived at 3C1 B2t Bilng

'_Did your Iodlxs build thzet house?

Yo, Clenn bought it during the deoression. Ny fzther édied of &

stroke. MY mother ana I lived there meny Years. I had a cer with

haud controls and wWe drove 211 over. Tie-hzc ladies taking care ol

us, but it becezne unsatisizciory so Ve movec to z rest home in

Orznge. kY mother passed avay in August oz 1%¥6C. T Tremained

there till 1971 znd carme here to Siaging S-rings.

‘any



DR. CHARLES GLENN CURTIS

s YA LIYE
Brea, that reads:
i i h on a ¢ t at Memory Gardens, - "Brea's Country

§?§§§A§§D‘¥o°§3§§§zry". Thzzpcry t contains the rem‘1?: 2gy g? memories and

| Doctor", DR. CHARLES GLENN CURTIS. Dr. Curtis left a og A AT SRR, wgl}s )

achievements in this community. To paraphrase one pers his area was unlimited.

" "Dr. Curtis was Brea"! His love for and dedication to g :nerﬂy is long.

| His list of organizations to which he gave his time an

3 started

Dr. Curtis, with his wife Bernice, lived in Brea for 32 g:‘;gv:;ger 15, 1959.
practicing medicine in 1926, continuing until his deat e AT S whan e inanotal
His empathy for his patients was manifested in many Ty biil marked "Paid in
reverses plagued a patient, it was not uncommon to find a ot only in his pro-
Full" by the good doctor. He was a very generous person, 2 to the area of
fessional life, but in civic and community affairs, even cnrtis e e B
| Politics. Former U.S.SENATOR THOMAS KUCHEL, who knew Dr. Cu inisteting to

scribed his friend as the epitome of a devoted country doctor, i dnarar.
the sick and disabled, and maintaining a top flight competenced i prybg
Practitioner. "He was more than the trustworthy Brea doctor an ST hco1e
was active in his community and deeply desired to serve the 2e; :hey Tivea
generally, wanting to improve the quality of their life whethe

across the street, in the next town, or half way around the world", said
Senator Kuchel.

i i i Orange County,
Doc earl recognized the need for a regional hogpztal in Nérth
and lentyhis efforts to the formation and founding of St. Jude Hospital, later

serving on the staff. SISTER JANE FRANCIS, President of St. Jude, said of this
great man, - -"He was a trul

y dedicated physician, a loyal and dynamic citxzea
of Brea. His concern and caring for his pPatients was evident from the men work-
ing in the oil fields to the most elderly bedvzgden person. If he had a fault,
it was in being too geénerous, for his wiry physical Stamina was many times
. challenged beyond ordinary hu

Dr. Curtis served as President and long time member of the :
Association, and was a member of the American Medical Association. He served on
the Institute of Inter-American Affairs under the State Dcpartment, and for two
years was an advisor in Quito, Ecuador in the construction of hospitals, sani-
tary facilities and in establishing modern medical pProcedures in a desperately

. backward country. A devastating earthquake hit Ambito, Ecuador on August 4, 1949
~ and he was flown into the center of the Quake to set Up emergency quarters,

- which ultimately Prevented the s

pread of bubonic Plague and typhoid. For this he
received international acclaim and honor from Calo Plaza, Presi

dent of Ecuador.
His humanitarian acts included his love of the arts. He was a firs
the Los Angeles Civic Light Opera Association, and he and his wi
members and patrons of the Los

fe were charter

Angeles Music Center. Together they encouraged
theater, culture and music among all with whom they came in contact. Bernice
herself was an accomplished musician.

Because of his strenuous practice, Dr. Curtis realized the
diversions from his back breaking and he urged his

atients to develo
hobbies. His main interests were coin collecting and photo;rngh P
Few people realize that a tree an

Orange County Medical

t guarantor of

need for hobbies asg

d plaque were dedicated to Dr. Curti t
Brea Golf Course in September, 1964 by the BREA KI IS B. On Juno.l:tlﬁgz a
ceremony was held at Craig Regional Park, Brea where 21 flowering
were dedicated and a Plaque pla

ced nearby in his memo by th BRER.:§ tg...

e ON B
and friends. In September, 1980, at the urging of a 3:gup of Brea citizonofhghc
ggs ;oat thﬂ;tfgkincth; new Civie Center was dedicated and named in
1s honor, the L3 CURTIS PERFORMING THEATE
pase ovnrfoycd ) RMING ARTS R, a tribute that woyld

Quarter of a century, lives '
memories of those Brea citizens who were privilo;pd to h:cci:nzz; :I:ft‘ 5

Prepared oy pean F. Millen
uly, 1985
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There is an epitaph on a ocrypt at Memory Gardens, Brea that
That crypt contains the

Dr.

"A LIFE DEDICATED TO HUMANITY".
remains of "Brea's Country Doctor", DR. CHARLES GLENN CURTIS.

reads:

Curtis practiced medicine in Brea for over 30 years and it was a

very comforting feeling to know that if you needed help, Dr.
He was a medical doctor of the old school with

Curtis was there.
a general practice that included surgery, internal and external

medicine, hospital calls, office calls, home calls, even sidewalk

consultations, or wherever a patient needed help.
The naming of public facilities is not entirely new to this
We have Cullen Field at Brea Olinda High School,

City or County.
For the County we

Fanning School, Dale Hinshaw Athletic Field.
have Ted Craig Park, Cy Featherly Park, William Mason Park and

James Musick Honor Farm.

After many months our own Cultural Arts Commission has estab-
lished guide lines for naming various facilities. One of these is:
1. DEVOTION OF TIME AND EFFORT TO THE BETTERMENT OF THE COMMUNITY

AND ITS RESIDENTS.
Our mission tonight is to propose the name of our 199 seat theater

here in this buiil.;‘i.ng the C. GLENN CURTIS THEATER FOR THE. PERFORMING

ARTS.
There is little doubt in the minds of those of us who knew Dr.

Curtis that his devotion to this community was real. Whether rich

or poor, to Dr. Curtis you were a sick person needing help.
when patients were

Many

bills for his servises were marked "Paid in Full"
He was truly a Very generous man

unable to meet their obligation.

with his time and talent.
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ACHIEVEMENT OF RECOGNITION THROUGH PUBLIC SERVICE.
r Dr. Curtis
ction

2
We, the committee, feel that naming the theater afte
fication and an appropriate conne

will give the community identi
s Club.

with the past. He was President of Brea Lion

President and organizer of the Orange County Coin Club
President and long time member of Orange County Medical Association.
Member of American Medical Association

Past President of California Public Health League
a World War 1 Veteran

Past President Brea American Legion, ;3

Member Brea Citrol Lodge F. & A.M.
Member Noble Mystic Shrine, Al Malaikal Temple
Organizer and Director of Calif. Physicians Blue Shield

A charter member and patron of the Los Angeles Music Center
A few years before his death he was called to Washington, D. C.
to represent the California Medical Association where he had a

conference with then U. S. Senator Thomas H. Kuchel regarding

socialized medicine legislation pending.



3. _A PLACE OF HIGH ESTEEM BY THE COMMUNITY AT LARGE.

Unfortunately the Measure of a persons' popularity is sometimes

judged by the number attending a funeral service. That tribute of
service for Dr. Curtis was one of the largest. Dr. Arthur L. Bietz,

well known minister, lecturer and psychologist of Los Angeles,

conducted the sérvices.

Sister Jane Francis, President of St. Jude Hospital, Fullerton

said in a letter of commendation-:for Dr. Curtis, -"I first knew

Dr. Curtis in 1941 when I was assigned to the Fullerton General
Hospital. I cannot think of a better tribute than to so honor this
physician who was not only proud of his city, but contributed actively
to its progress. I eéncourage you to carry forward this plan and
if I can give any further information regarding Dr. Curtis, I will

be glad to do so."

Among his former nurses, employees and friends, one,

Elsie Bergman wrote: "I remember him as being so impulsively-
generaus to everyone with a delightful sense of humor".

Mary Ruth and Alex Forkus: Now that Brea is experiencing a rapid

growth let's not forget those who'played.a vital part in making =

Brea what it is today."

Inez C. Fanning, Pres. Brea Woman!s Club:

"Dr. Curtis was my

personal physician during my early teenage years, when 1life often

seemed difficult. He treated me during a long siege with pneumonia

before antibiotics were available. A skilled Physician, he was also

a friend, and always a cheerful person, interested in all people

about him.

J. W. Burch, Burch Ford, La Habra

"I know of no one more deserving of this honor".




Sharon Alexander Dean: "It's difficult to realize in this day

Mrs.

of specialized medicine that a doctor such as Doc Curtis ever
He will be remembered Dby

He, of course, did everything.
n a hurry with plenty of time

problem."

existed.
all who he delivered as a man always i

to stop and listen when one of his patients had a
Curtis as 1

Vi Alexander: "I have very kind memories of Dr.
s and I've never known

worked in his office for several year
He always gave of himself."

a

more generous and kind person.
"Dr. Curtis was one of the most wonderful men

Grace Westerhout:
No doctor was ever more dedicated to his profession.

I ever knew.
He was on call 24 hours a day, sometimes 7 days a week.

member of the staff of Loma Linda School of Dentistry:

Dr. Gerald Mitchell, a friend since 1912 in Atlanta, Ga. and a
and even in prep school was called

"He was a natural born "Doctor"
He was also the son of a physician: I am sure he is

"Doc".
ed by many in Brea, in Southern California and

lovingly remember
throughout and even beyond the borders of this country, for he

served in Equador in South America at one time."

"He was my physician and friend."

Harold McCabe:

Frank Hall, owner of the Brea Progress from 1947-1956:
Political jokes. Arrest Howard Bowers.

Practical jokes and humor.
Mps. Mable Harden, R/N: I began working for Dr. Curtis in 1937, as
his office nurse, and continued as such for over 10 years. To really

Never a day goes, by that

know Dr. C. Glenn Curtis was to love him.

I don't wish he were still ldving."

Howard Robinson: Granddaughter badly burned.

Doc and Mike Hogue and Earl Templeman

Chief of Police;
"Dr. Curtis was a man's man and in the eyes of his many friends a

real Christian gentleman."



Thomas H. Kuchel:

I

Lois Muzzell Smith, former City Clerk:

As a resident of this

XIS

community for 70 years and having been employed for many years in

offices within Brea, Fullerton and Whittier, I know that Dr.

Charles Glenn Curtis was held in high esteem by these communities. -
He was my personal friend, our family doctor through births and

through deaths and at +imes when I needed someone Itrusted to

talk with. I'm sure there were many in his day that felt as I g
did. %
Lois Auer: Director of Santa Ana Community Players; gave private %
speech lessons. Her husband, Leland Auer, was director of the %

|

Brea Olinda High School Band for many yearss; also Director of Santa

Ana Cantando Club, a Mens choral group.

Lois tells of a panic call to the office of Dr. Curtis when

her son, Victor, became suddenly violently ill. Dr. Curtis came to

the house, sensing the seriousness of the situation, picked up the

young boy, rushed him to his office and pumped his stomach out. The

child had gotten into some highly potent prescription pills, an

overdose of which would be fatal. Thus, was saved a young man who

in later years won the silver medal for the United States in the 1972

Olympics in Munich with his 22 small-bore rifle.

Mpr. Mayor: You have from time to time encouraged community
participation. This presentation is offered to this Council for
consideration.

I hope we will get unanimous approval such as we

received from the Cultural Arts Commission.




Brea that

There is an epitaph on a crypt at Memory Gardens,

reads: "A LIFE DEDICATED TO HUMANITY". That crypt contains the
remains of "Brea's Country Doctor", DR. CHARLES GLENN CURTIS. Dr.

Curtis practiced medicine in Brea for over 30 years and it was a

very comforting feeling to know that if you needed help, Dr.
He was a medical doctor of the old school with

Curtis was there.
a general practice that included surgery, internal and external

medicine, hospital calls, office calls, home calls, even sidewalk

consultations, or wherever a patient needed help.
The naming of public facilities is not entirely new to this

We have Cullen Field at Brea Olinda High School,

For the County we

City or County.
Fanning School, Dale Hinshaw Athletic Field.

have Ted Craig Park, Cy Featherly Park, William Mason Park and

James Musick Honor Farm.
After many months our own Cultural Arts Commission has estab-
The | ¢ :

One of these is:

lished guide lines for naming various facilities.
DEVOTION OF TIME AND EFFORT TO THE BETTERMENT OF THE COMMUNITY

AND ITS RESIDENTS.
e - G- fon
Our mission tonight is to propose the name of our 199 seat theater,

e
here in this building the C. GLENN CURTIS THEATER “OF THE PERFORMING

ARTS. in Atlant G.g June 29, 1894 - died Nov. 15, 1959 age 65.
ear%y schooling in Atlanta; Later Union College,Lincoln, Nebr.Loma Linda/
here 1s little doubt in the minds of those of us who knew Dr. 'o1

Curtis that his devotion to this community was real. Whether rich
Many

or poor, to Dr. Curtis you were a sick person needing help.

bills for his servises were marked "Paid in Full" when patients were

unable to meet their obligation. He was truly a very generous man

.

with his time and talent.

, 2
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@ A PLACE OF HIGH ESTEEM BY THE COMMUNITY AT LARGE. }\l’“
popularity is sometimes

That tribute of

Unfortunately the measure of a persons'

judged by the number attending a funeral service.
Dr. Arthur L. Bietz,

service for Dr. Curtis was one of the largest.
well known minister, lecturer and psychologist of Los Angeles,

conducted the services.
Sister Jane Francis, President of St. Jude Hospital, Fullerton

said in a letter of commendation for Dr.
Dr. Curtis in 1941 when I was assigned to the Fullerton General

Curtis, -"I first knew

I cannot think of a better tribute than to so honor this

Hospital.
physician who was not only proud of his city, but contributed actively

I encourage you to carry forward this plan and

to its progress.
if I can give any further information regarding Dr. Curtis, I will

be glad to do so."
Among his former nurses, employees and friends, ene, Adwmi Asns b"”t

"] remember him as being so impulsively

Elsie Bergman wrote:
generaus to everyone,with a delightful sense of humor".

Marz Ruth and Alex Forkus: Now that Brea is experiencing a rapid
growth let's not forget those who played a vital part in making 3
Brea what it is today."

Inez C. Fanning, Pres. Brea Woman's Club: "Dr. Curtis was my
H

personal physician during my early teenage years, when life often
He treated me during a long siege with pneumonia

seemed difficult.

before antibiotics were available.
a friend, and always a cheerful person, interested in all people

A ‘skilled physician, he was also

about him.
. W. Burch, Burch Ford, La Habra

g W, Burchy™

"I know of no one more deserving of this honor".
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"It's difficult to realize in this day

Mre. Sharon Alexander Dean:
i o
of specialized medicine that a doctor such as Doc Curtis eve
: : b
He, of course, did everything. He will be remembered Dby
ith plenty of time

existed.

all who he delivered as a man always in a hurry W
PR

to stop and listen when one of his patients had a proble
Curtis as

"I have very kind memories of Dr.
ve never known

Vi Alexander:
worked in his office for several years and I'
He always gave of himself."

more generous and kind person.
"Dy. Curtis was one of the most wonderful men

Grace Westeriiout:
No doctor was ever more dedicated to his profession.

I ever knew.
He was on call 24 hours a day, sometimes 7 days a week.
Atlanta, Ga. and a

Dr. Gerald Mitchell, a friend since 1912 in
Dentistry:

member of the staff of Loma Linda School of
"He was a natural born "Doctor" and even in prep school was called

He was also the son of a physician. I am sure he is

"Doc n =
lovingly remembered by many in Brea, in Southern California and

throughout and even beyond the borders of this country, for he

served in Equador in South America at one time."

"He was my'physician and friend."

Harold McCabe:
B ———— ———— 1 o
owner of the Brea Progress from 1947-1956:

Frank Hall,
Political jokes. Arrest Howard Bowers.

Practical jokes and humor.
I began working for Dr. Curtis in BIITET as

Mrs. Mable Harden, R/N:
his office nurse, and continued as such for over 10 years. To really

know Dr. C. Glenn Curtis was to love him. Never a day goes, by that

I don't wish he were still ldving."
Howard Robinson: Granddaughter badly burned.
Doc and Mike Hogue and Earl Templeman

Chief of Police;
"Dr. Curtis was a man's man and in the eyes of his many friends a

real Christian gentleman."
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Thomas H. Kuchel:

As a resident of this

&‘&M, former City Clerk:
ployed for many years in

community for 70 years and having been em
offices within Brea, Fullerton and Whittier, I know that Dr.

Charles Glenn Curtis was held in high esteem by these communities.
gh births and

He was my personal friend, our family doctor throu

through deaths and at times when I needed someone 4trusted to

I'm sure there were many in his day that felt as I

talk with.
| did.
Lois Auer: Director of Santa Ana Community Players; gave private
Her husband, Leland Auer, was director of the

speech lessons.
Brea Olinda High School Band for many years; also Director of Santa

Ana Cantando Club, a Mens choral group.
Lois tells of a panic call to the office of Dr. Curtis when

her son, Victor, became suddenly violently iil. Dr. Cﬁrtis came to

the house, sensing the seriousness of the situation, picked up the
young boy, rushed him to his office and pumped his stomach out. The

child had gotten into some highly potent prescription pills, an

overdose of which would be fatal. Thus, was saved a young man who

in later years won the silver medal for the United States in the 1972

Olympics in Munich with his 22 small-bore rifle.

¢ A =) Lo
T
Mr. Mayor: You have from time to time encouraged community

participation. This presentation is offered to this Council for
I hope we will get unanimous approval such as we

consideration.
received from the Cultural Arts Commission.
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Doctor", Dr,
achievements in this community. S .
His love for and dedication to

"Dr. Curtis was Brea"! .
His list of organizations to which he gave his time and energy is long. s
Dr. Curtis, with his wife Bernice, lived in Brea for 33 years. He s;erte: ath
practice in 1926, continuing until his death on November 15, 1959. His esp
for his patients was manifested in many ways and, when fl"ancﬁal-reYer?ell" b
plagued a patient, it was not uncommon to find a bill marked P 12 :ional
the good doctor. He was a very generous person, not only in his gro iitics-
service, but in civic and community affairs, even into the area of Po ibed h |
Former U.S.SENATOR THOMAS KUCHEL, who knew Dr. Curt1§ }n:lmthIZé 2§:c:;ck =
| i voted country doctor, ministerin e S

friend as the epitome of a devot o co%petence as a general practitioner. ;f?:
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disabled, and maintaining a top fli
"He was more than the trustworthy Brea doctor and con
. his community and deeply desired to serve the needs of people generally, want
to improve the quality of their life whether they lived across the street, in
3 ::}fige next town, or half way around the world", said Senator Kuchel. 5
¢ early reé¢dgnizé@d the need for a regional hospital in North Orange County, =
and lent his efforts to the formation and founding of St. Jude Hospital, late |
lerving on the Staff. SISTER JANE FRANCIS, President of St. Jude, has said c¢ |
this great man, - -"He was a truly dedicated physician, a very loyal and dyné
citizen of Brea. His concern and caring for his patients was evident from the
men working in the o0il fields to the most elderty bedridden person. If he hac
fault, it was in being too generouns, for his wiry, physical stamina was many
times challenged beyond ordinary human endurance".
Dr. Curtis served as President and long time member of the Orange County Medi
Association, and was a member of the American Medical Association. He served
the Institute of Inter-American Affairs under the State Department, and for t
years was an advisor in Quito, Ecuador in the construction of hospitals, sani
tary facilities and in establishing modern medical procedures in a desperatel
backward country. A devastating earthquake hit Ambito, Ecuador on August 4,1¢
add he was flown into the center of the quake to set up emergency quarters,
which ultimately prevented the spread of bubonic plague and typhoid. For this
he received international acclaim and honor from Calo Plaza, President of Ecu

His humanitarian acts included his love of the arts. He was a first guaranto:
the Los Angeles Civic Light Opera Association, and he and his wife were chart
members and patrons of the Los Angeles Music Center. Together they encouragec
theater, culture and music among all with whom they came in contact. Bernice

herself was an accomplished musician.
Because of his strenuous practice, Dr. Curtis realized the need for hobbies ¢

diversions from his back breaking schedule, and he urged his patients to
develop hobbies. His main interests were coin collecting and photography.

Few people realize that a tree and placque were dedicated to Dr. Curtis at t}
Brea Golf Course in September, 1964 by,the Brea Kiwanis Club. On June 8,1975
ceremony was held at Craig Regional Park, Brea where 21 flowering pear trees
were dedicated and a placque placed nearby in his memory by the Brea Lioms C!
at the urging of a group of Brea citizens, -

and friends. In September, 1980,
tural Center was dedicated and named in his
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Because of his strenuous practice, Dr. Curtis realized the need for hobbies as
diversions from his back breaking schedule, and he urged his patients to develop
hobbies. His main interests were coin collecting and photography.

Few people realize that a tree and plaque were dedicated to Dr. Curtis at the
Brea Golf Course in September, 1964 by the BREA KIWANIS CLUB. On June 8, 1975 a
ceremony was held at Craig Regional Park, Brea where 21 flowering pear trees
were dedicated and a plaque placed nearby in his memory by the BREA LIONS CLUB
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DR. C. GLENN CURTIS

Born in Atlanta, Ga. June 29,1894, Father, a doctor. :
gee and Union College in Lincoln,NebD.

Attended High School in Gennes

and in 1924 Medical College in Loma Linda.
Met Bernice in high school.
1932 Kingman Arizona
+il health failed in 1958.

Medical office in Brea and practiced un
Long Beach.

1927
Nov. 15, 1959 Passed away at Veterans Hospital,
A "Life Dedicated to Humanity".
Nov. 19, 1959 Funeral services - Dr. Arthur Bietz,
Interment in Memory Gardens Memorial Park, Brea

Cultura? Arts Commission

Aug. 4, 1980

Original letter
(Mary McGuire, Betty and Dean)

1st meeting attended Nov. 11, 1980

Attended many meetings
May 5, 1981 - Cultural Arts Comm.: Policy procedure criteria as to

name.
July 24, 1981 - 1st letter sent out to raise funds

Oct. 13, 1981 - Public hearing
"The Brea Performing Arts Theatre"

Oct. 27, 1981 - Council approval.

Nov. 12, 1981 - letter sent to friends for funds (25 responded)

1982 Jan. and Feb. identification

Mary - Bronze marker
Pamela Mason, artist - Taos, New Mexico

Gold letters on building

Dedication Aug. 4, 1982




Curtis

@ ACHIEVEMENT OF RECOGNITION THROUGH PUBLIC SERVICE
e ————————————————————— e ——————
We, the committee, feel that naming the theater after Dr

will give the community identification and an appropriate connection

He was President of Brea Lions Club.

with the past.
Yy President and organizer of the Orange County Coin Club

a—

» President and 10ng time member of Orange County Medical Association.

————

y liember of American Medical Association
¥ Past President of California Public Health League

e ——

y Past Pre31dent Brea Amerlcan Legion, ; a World War 1 Veteran
O e e e

Member Brea Citrol Lodge F. & A.M.

Member Noble Mystic Shrine, Al Malaikal Temple

X Organizer and Director of Calif. Phy81c1ans %_;Lue Shield

A _charter member and patron of the Los Angeles Mu51c Center
e v — e

A few years before his death he was called to Washington, D. C.

to represent the California Medical Association.where he had a

conference with then U._S, Senator Thomas H. Kuchel regarding

socialized medicine legislation pending.

6/‘%& [‘Wﬂzﬂz? /(Lf(/ Fln e Z-, ,({L)- /«z‘z&z(_,
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Active Alumni
Member AMA

Original organ
Medical Assn.

Pres. Calif. Public Health League
One 6f first guarantors of the Los Angeles Civic Light Opera

izer and director Calif. Physicians Blue Shield

Charter ;member and patron Los Angeles Music Center
Pres. Orange County Medical Association

Pres. Brea Lions Club

Orange County Coin Club

»

Sept. 1s, 1964
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TODAY IN HISTORY :
The date: Aug. 4, 1949, exactly 32 years ago today. The place,
Ambato, Ecuador. The event: A huge earthquake that leveled 50 &
towns and killed more than 6,000 persons. A daring cameraman
stood his ground to make this remarkable photo of Ambato’s =
cathedral collapsing during the quake. Sixty children were

:

buried in the ruins.
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The date Aug 4,°1949, exactly 32 ‘years ago today The place,

Ambato, Ecuador. The event: A huge earthquake that leveled 50

towns and killed more than 6,000 persons. A daring cameraman o

l' stood his ground to make this remarkable photo of Ambato’s *

. cathedral' collapsing durlng the quake. Sixty chﬂdren were
buriedintheruins. = "'*

This is interesting. Dr. Curtis was there.

=




Tuesday, Aug. 4, 1981 DAILY NEWS TRIBUNE

UP1 Telephoto

TODAY IN HISTORY
The date: Aug. 4, 1949, exactly 32 years ago today. The place,
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cathedral collapsing during the quake. Sixty children were
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Quito, Equador 1948-49 Institue of Inter-American Affairs

to relgeve the medical doctor then in charge.

Famous bush pilot, Nick Saint; primitive people & head hunters.
Curtis landed, - out of the forest came the natives.

Polaroid camera; a picture of the chief;
Spent night in hut; native with spears. Protecting him as he
t;

slept.
Commendation from President of Ecquador, Galo Plaza




Quito, Equador 1948-49

DAILY NEWS TRIBUNE

Tuesday, Aug. 4, 1981

UP1 Telephoto

TODAY IN HISTORY
The date: Aug. 4, 1949, exactly 32 years ago today. The place,
Ambato, Ecuador. The event: A huge earthquake that leveled 50
towns and killed more than 6,000 persons. A daring cameraman
stood his ground to make this remarkable photo of Ambato’s
cathedral collapsing during the quake. Sixty children were

buried in the ruins.

Institue of Inter-American Affairs

to relgeve the medical doctor then in charge.

Famous bush pilot, Nick Saint;

primitive people & head hunters.

Curtis landed, - out of the forest came the natives.

Polaroid camera;
Spent night in hut;

slept.

Commendation from President of Ecquador,

a picture of the chief;

native with spears. Protecting him as he

Galo Plaza




Tuesday, Aug. 4. 1981 DAILY NEWS TRIBUNE

TODAY IN HISTORY
The date: Aug. 4, 1949, exactly 32 years ago today. The place,
Ambato, Ecuador. The event: A huge earthquake that leveled 50

towns and killed more than 6,000 persons. A daring cameraman
stood his ground to make this remarkable photo of Ambato’s °

cathedral collapsing during the quake. Sixty children were
buried in the ruins.

Quito, Equador 1948-49 Institue of Inter-American Affairs

to relgeve the medical doctor then in charge.

Famous bush pilot, Nick Saint; primitive people & head hunters. 1
Curtis landed, - out of the forest came the natives. ‘

Polaroid camera; a picture of the chief;
Spent night in hut; native with spears. Protecting him as he

slept.
Commendation from President of Ecquador, Galo Plaza




DAILY NEWS TRIBUNE

Tuesday, Aug. 4, 1981

UP1 Telephoto

TODAY IN HISTORY
The date: Aug. 4, 1949, exactly 32 years ago today. The place,
Ambato, Ecuador. The event: A huge earthquake that leveled 50
towns and killed more than 6,000 persons. A daring cameraman
stood his ground to make this remarkable photo of Ambato’s °
cathedral collapsing during the quake. Sixty children were

buried in the ruins.

Quito, Equador 1948-49 Institue of Inter-American Affairs

to relgeve the medical doctor then in charge.

Famous bush pilot, Nick Saint; primitive people & head hunters.
Curtis landed, - out of the forest came the natives.

Polaroid camera; a picture of the chief;
Spent night in hut; native with spears. Protecting him as he

slept.
Commendation from President of Ecquador, Galo Plaza




DAILY NEWS TRIBUNE

Tuesday, Aug. 4, 1981

UPI1 Telephoto

TODAY IN HISTORY
The date: Aug. 4, 1949, exactly 32 years ago today. The place,
Ambato, Ecuador. The event: A huge earthquake that leveled 50

towns and killed more than 6,000 persons. A daring cameraman
stood his ground to make this remarkable photo of Ambato’s

cathedral collapsing during the quake. Sixty children were
buried in the ruins.

Quito, Equador 1948-49 Institue of Inter-American Affairs

to relgeve the medical doctor then in charge.

Famous bush pilot, Nick Saint; primitive people & head hunters.
Curtis landed, - out of the forest came the natives.
a picture of the chief;
Protecting him as he

Polaroid camera;
native with spears.

Spent night in hut;

slept.
Commendation from President of Ecquador, Galo Plaza




A-2  Tuesday, Aug. 4, 1981 DAILY NEWS TRIBUNE

! 'UPI Telephoto
, . TODAY IN HISTORY A
The date: Aug. 4, 1949, exactly 32 years ago today. The place,
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February 15, 1982

Acknowledgements are long overdue for your gontribut@on
Curtis Theatre. The delay has been with the City

to the Dr. : ;
Staff working on the proper identification of the building.
Our agreement with the City Council was that we would
properly identify the building without cost to the City.

It appears now that we will present to the City Council

in March the following for approval:
1. A bronze marker, 18" x 18", in keeping with the others
This would be placed on the outside

about the building.
of the theatre to the left of the entrance. It would

bear the following incription:
"Dedicated to the People of Brea in Memory

of C. Glenn Curtis, M.D., Brea's Country
Doctor, Humanitarian, Patron of the Arts,

1894 - 1959".

2. An oil portrait of Dr. Curtis, 24" x 30", plus frame.
It would be a head and shoulders portrait to be done
by Pamela Mason of Taos, New Mexico. The frame would

be an appropriate gold leaf in keeping with the con-

temporary gold leaf mirror. The portrait would be
placed in the center of the wall to left, in the foyer.

It would be facing the mirror. A name place would be
placed under the portrait bearing only the inscription -

"C. Glenn Curtis, M.D. 1894 - 1959",
Upgraded, perhaps gold letters on the glass front of the

3.
theatre to the left of the entrance, giving the name of
the theatre: "Dr. €lenn Curtis Performing Arts Theatre",

If adequate funds can be arranged our hope is to establish
a scholarship fund in the name of Dr. Curtis to be awarded

annually to a deserving Brea student.

Sincerely,

Lo S Hllo

Dean F, Millen
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November 12, 1981

You will be interested in knowing that the Brea City
Council, October 27, 1981, took positive action naming
the theater at the Brea Civic Cultural Center the "Dr.
Glenn Curtis Performing Arts Theater". This action came 5
after many months of hearing before the Cultural Arts E
Commission.

Those of us who have been working on this project are i

greatly pleased to have had a part in honoring such a -
deserving person who gave so much to this community as did
Doc's friends feel that he has never been duly

Dr. Curtis. 3
Although Brea has had monumental growth during the

honored.
last few years, we feel that recognition should be given to
one who added so much to our civic and cultural life in the

past.
One of the requirements of the City Council is that we
At this time

raise funds to properly identify the building.
we do not know exactly what will be required by the City
However, we are now contacting friends who knew him

Staff.

and who wish to be a part of this honor to Dr. Curtis by
making a financial contribution. A bank account has been
established at Founders National Bank Brea to receive con-
tributions which are tax deductible. Using the postage free
enclosed envelope, checks should be made out to "Dr. Curtis

Performing Arts Theater".

Sincerely, )
- u,oé?éﬁ v/ Koph & Bricoie

Ralph E. Barnes

ﬂ\/ﬁlézﬂ «7-7 % LZé(‘(/

Dean F. Millen
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Council, October 27, 1981, took positive action naming
the theater at the Brea Civic Cultural Center the Wi
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after many months of hearing before the Cultural Arts

Commission.

Those of us who have been working on this project are
greatly pleased to have had a part in honoring such a
deserving person who gave so much to this community as did
Dr. Curtis. Doc's friends feel that he has never been duly
honored. Although Brea has had monumental growth during the
last few years, we feel that recognition should be given to

one who added so much to our civic and cultural life in the
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is that we

One of the requirements of the City Council

raise funds to properly identify the building. At this time
we do not know exactly what will be required by the City
Staff. However, we are now contacting friends who knew him
and who wish to be a part of this honor to Dr. Curtis by

making a financial contribution. A bank account has been
established at Founders National Bank Brea to receive con-
tributions which are tax deductible. Using the postage free
enclosed envelope, checks should be made out to "Dr. Curtis

Performing Arts Theater".

Sincerely, ,

\ & 4 ' X
vy Chucrs f%?%éé&au/ Kloaph & Brcrin
Mary Qq}ndt McGuire =y : Ralph E. Barnes

A/g.ldfﬂ ‘77 % 5%

Dean F. Millen
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TODAY IN HISTORY
The date: Aug. 4, 1949, exactly 32 years ago today. The place,
Ambato, Ecuador. The event: A huge earthquake that leveled 50
towns and killed more than 6,000 persons. A daring cameraman
stood his ground to make this remarkable photo of Ambato’s -
cathedral collapsing during the quake. Sixty children were

buried in the ruins.
Quito, Equador 13948-49 Institue of Inter-American Affairs

to relseve the medical doctor then in charge.
Famous bush pilot, Nick Saint; primitive people & head hunters.
Curtis landed, - out of the forest came the natives.

Polaroid camera; a picture of the chief;

Spent night in hut; native with spears. Protecting him as he
slept.

Commendation from President of Ecquador, Galo Plaza




July 20. 1975

Mr. Dean F. Millen
P.0. Box 276
Brea, Calif. 92621

Dear Dean and Fellow Lions:

Words fail me when it comes to expressing ™ appreciation
and thanks for the wonderful thing you did in. getting the
plague and all the work that went with it. It was such
a beautiful ceremony and there were people there I hadn't
seen in thirty years! I'm sure Doc would be honored gnd
appreciate very much your erecting this memorial to him
in the Ted Craig Regional Park, because he was a great
admirer of Ted's and he did all he could to support himm

politicly.

You wondered about our life prior to coming to Brea. Well,
Doc was from Atlanta and I was from a school near Chattanooga,
Temmessee. We met for the first time at thds school.

About his work in Equador...

It was a strange thing how we got to go to Equador. We had
company at a barbecue one evening who were habing a boat
remodeled that they had bought after the Second World War

so they could go to Equador. During the dinner our guests
asked Doc where he was going for vacation that year. Well,
he said that he didn't have any plans at that time, so

our friends replied "How would you like to go to Equador with
us?" At once Doc's face lit up and to my great surprise

he said YES! HE WOULD LOVE TO!! (it was a great surprise
because he usually got seasick at the sight of a full bathtub)
So, with this the plans were laid for the date to take off.

We had a lovely trip down the coast and thru the Panama Can-
al to Esmeralds where we were to land. We stayed there sev-
eral days, (our host and his family stayed on there because
of inteest in investments) then Doc and I flew to Quito and

registered at a hotel there.

The first night Doc became aguainted with a doctor from

the United States who was there with the Institute of
Inter-American Affairs and he asked Doc if he wouldn't
consider taking over his job because he was leaving for

San Salvador. I don't know what Doc said but within a

week Doc recieved an invitation from Washington to take

over the job of Inter-American Affairs in Equador. He

just coullin't wait to get started. I,however, had things to
do before I could leave, in as much as his and my parents
were both living. He stayed in a hotel until I arrived

two weeks later.

e
T
rme— ”



Several days after my arrival, one of the important
Eenkln the American government down there was called

ack to the States and wanted to know if we would take
over his house. It was a huge house and I had some
reservations about taking over a house full of Spanish
servants with my memgarknowledge of the language. But
1t seemed to work out very well. I wondered every time
a servant came up the steps if I would be able to know
what in the world he was talking aboutt

Doc themeughly enjoyed his work and it was a real chal-
lange for him. At that time the U.S. was helping Eq.
in construction of hospitals and medical practice.

Et was in these hospitals that my husband worked.

v

There were many places to go in the land of the Otabalo
indians and Guayiquihe was just another world! There
were many other pltaces we could go for the weekend as
we often did. And our social life was quite a thing

to keep up with!
But the time had finally come to go home as our parents
were not well and needed us. So this is #he story in
short of our stay in Quito. We moved to Brea after

To you as the instigator;I want

returning to the U.S.
to give my whole-hearted thanks for all the trouble
and work that went into the dedication of the plaque

and fornthemantregst in Doc's life and rememberance.
I especially appreciate the pictures of the group and
of the plaque. I actually got my picture on the front

of a newspaper for oncel

I tried to get a hold of you, Dean, but I presume Betty
and you are on vacation. I will get in touch with you

yhen you return. A&

Again, many thanks to you and I shall hope to see you soon.

Sincerely, i ;:;dlé
Bt
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More _About

DOCTOR

(Continued from Page 1)

er refused o call on the sick no
malter what time of nignt he
was needed. His widow, Mrs
Bernice Curtis said he rarely
received a full night's sleep in
his years of practice.

| One of the highlights of his
|cancr came when he was senl
{to Ecuador in 1947 lo head up a

‘ —_—

State Department program lo
improve health and sanilation
conditions in South America
Among other projecls was 8
plan to build hospilals througk-
oul the counlry.

He planned la slay six
months, but refused to leave un-
til the job was compleled. About
the time the hospilals, sanila-
tion and waler syslems welre
completed and the doclor was
ready to come home, the disas-
Itrous earthquake of 1949 struck

Ecuador ° officials said the
loss of life would have been
tremendous had the new sys-
tems and hospilals nol been
completed. Since most of the

DR. CURTIS CITED — Dr. Glenn Curlis is

shown with Ecuador President Galo Plaza soon
after being given a citation for his work during
the disastrous earthquake that struck the country
in 1948. Dr. Curlis spent two years in Ecuador
working with the State Department’s Institute of
Inter-American Affairs. He headed the construc-
tion of waler and sanitation facilities and hospitals
throughout the country. 3

population was not i ized,
an epidemic of lyphoid fever
struck following the earlhquake
and Dr. Curlis worked around
the clock wilth patients.
| WINS CITATIONS
Before leaving Ecvador, Dr.
Curlis was gliven eight cila-
tions from the government In-
cluding several from the Presi-
dent Galo Plaza personally.
Several of the cilations listed

their benefactor as ““Don Glenn|:

Curtis.”

During World War 11, Dr. Cur-
\is was so busy filling In for
other doclors who were In the
service that he averaged less
than four' hours sleep each
night, according lo persons who
lived in the area during thal
time. They said he was in a con-
stant state of exhauslion, bul re-
fused the pleas of his [riends to
slow down. Even after he be-
came ill himsell, they said, he
refused to limit his work until
his heart condition finally re-
quired that he become a hospi-
tal patient himsell. 2

Along with his practice of
medicine, Dr. Curlis was aclive
in the American Legion and
was a veleran of World War I
He was an active Lions Club
member and a member of the
Masonic Lodge. cee

He was an active coin collec-
tor and started the Brea Coin
Club that grew lo be one of the
largest In the nation before nis
death. He was also an avid
stamp collector and was well-
known for -his generosily to
youths who were Interested in
either hobby.

ACTIVE HOBBIEST

Dr. Curtis was also a photog-
raphy hobbiest and had his own
darkroom in his home. Bul eveny
his hobbies were dedicaled tof
others and he spent many hours
photographing and printing pic-
tures of forged or altered coins
to help collectors avoid thos
pitfalls.

He was aclive In government
from the nalional to the mu-
nicipal level and was always on
hand when needed. He worked
with many groups to maintain
the high ethical level of medi-
cine and worked with legislators
in laws' éffecting the profes-

sion.

Among other efforts on the
municipal level, Dr. Curlis
helped William Fanning and
Lester Slaughter write the cur-
rent city civil service ordinance

The doctor was born June 29
1894 in Atllanta, Ga., and was
graduated from Union Colleg»
in Lincoln, Neb. He was thea
graduated from the College oi
Medical Evangelists after a
year's service in the Army i
1917-18.

When Dr. Curlis died at the
Veterans Hospital in Lony
Beach in November 1959, at 65,
the entire communily mourned
its loss. Mrs. Curtis has car-
ried on much of his philanthrop-
ic work and s still active in the
communily.

' DR. GLENN CURTIS A







september 6, 1961

To Whom It My Concern:
1 remember that pe was the firs?t

In respect to Dr. C. Glenn Curtis,
person 1 met when we moved to Brea. It was & modest town with an
ancient history of oil, for which the town was named.
he most caring persons It've
ixe a giant umbrella over
In

Dr. Curtis was Brea. He was one of t

ever nown, and his love for people was 1

No one was ever too unimportant to receive his help.

the town.
an era when most medical help is predicated on the person's ability
his dedication to service first, is ledgendary

Tt did not matter what time the phone rang in the .

among those

to pay,

who knmew him,
middle of the night; he went wherever he was called, even if he

diﬁ not know the person.
tzeTh

He had the heart and focus and dedication of a Dr. Albert Schwel
but he also had a delightiul sense of humor -- en almost gamin deligl

in 1ittle things.

n Victor was a very little boy, Dr. Curtis put him in the

When my sSo
One morning he

hospital to observe and treat a flu-like virus,
arrived at Vic's room with a box of gbout LO balloons and proceeded

to blow them up and scatter them sbout the room, He lmew that a

1ittle boy, alone in a hospital room, would be lonely.

When Victor was sbout three, he became violently ill one morning,

was frightened, &s I was alone with 2 other small children and no c:

T called Dr, Curtis at his office and described the symptoms. In

sbout four mimites 2 car tore up in front - Dr, C. ran up to the do

grebbed Vie up - shouted he would be back - and drove off at top s»

tbout two hours later he brought him back, Something about my




;
Py

description hac alerted his sense of danger, and he took him back
to the office to pump his stomach, Vic had found some pretty colored
pillls, which we later discovered were a poison, Five mirmtes more
would have beern too late, Thus was saved the young man who won the

silver medal for the U.S, at the 1972 Olympics in unich with his
22 small-bore rifle,

Dr, Curtis went to Ecuador to supervise the building and staffing of
one of the Pan-Facific hospitals in Quito with official papers as

& representative of the U.S, While there he was flown into the jungle
by the famous Nick Saint. The tribe he was going to see were head-
hunters and very primitive, but some missionaries kad asked him to
come and give tthe tribe some shots, Nick Saint larded the plane,

told Dr., Curtis to get out and wait, that he would go back and get
the medicine, as there had;yot been room enough to dring it on the

small plane, Dr, C, was startled but very game, anc sat down on a

rock to wait, <Suddenly from out of the forest came +he natives,

looking extremely filerce, Dr. C, had his Polaroid camera with him,

and with great cresence of mind, selected the native with the most
feathers and headgear - decided he was the chief, and with great

flair and much abra-ca-dabra and waving of hands over the chief --

took his picture,

pulled out the completed picture., This was rare magic to the natives,

Then with more waving of hands over the camera --

who had never even seen a camera, and they chanted and danced around
him,

Nick Saint arrived shortly with the medication,

A1? the natives were

entranced, and lined up to get their shots from this marvelous man,

who.also found the time to cure the chief's mother of yaws,

-
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ot night he stayed in an open hut, and before going to bed, looked
out the opening. It was bright moonlight, and he saw that he was
completely surrounded by silent natives with spears, He thought,
rthis could very well be it - but I've had a good life'-- and
went to sleep, The next morning the natives were gone, anc he was

told by Nick Saint who flew him out, that the tribe had stood guard
all night to protect this wonderful man from neighboring tribes who

were thelr enemies, As a gift the chief presented him with two
amazingly beautiful shrunken heads, which I later saw,

When our twin sons were born in Brea, they were named Carl and Curtis,

after two of our fine friends -- Carl Harvey, the principal of our
High School, and Dr, C,Glenn Curtis, who almost single-handedly
kept Brea alive,

~

So many stories linger in my mind of this dear, sainted, remarkable
man, who was never too busy to help "even the least of these" --
that I think I could easily write a book,

But in closing, if the present people of Brea are lucky enough to
have a plaque dedicating their theater to Dr, €., Glenn Curtis, I,
for one , shall be in constant attendance, and never walk tarough
the doors without a salute to that plaque.

Lois Auer

3850 Cody Road p ' @ M/
Sherman Oaks, Calif, 91403 6 '
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A-2 DAILY STAR-PROGRESS Wed., A!!. 11, 1982.
Brea Civic Theater

Salutes Dr. Curtis

By Anne La Jeunesse “A skilled physician, he was Forkus.
yDSP Staff Writer also a friend aﬁdyal\»Vays a cheer- Dr. Cug‘tib’ de!lvered their son,
BREA — In a public dedication ful person, interested in all Brea Police Chief Don Forkus.
ceremony set for Saturday at people around him,” she said. _ The afternoon celebration will
2:30 p.m., the performing arts Curtis’ enthusiasm for gov- include unveiling of a portrait of
3 B __ the doctor and light refresh-
ments.

theater at the Brea Civic Cul-
tural Center will be named in
honor of Dr. Glenn Curtis.

Dr. Curtis, who died in 1959
after serving the community for
more than 30 years, was a
pioneer in the field of medicine.

The physician was recognized
as one of the most outstanding
general practitioners in North
Orange County. His practice in-
cluded patients from larger
cities who traveled to his Brea
offices.

More concerned with provid-
ing quality care than in being
paid, Dr. Curtis never refused
help to anyone seeking his exper-
tise.

After recognizing the need for Dr. Glenn Curtis
a regional hospital in North
mgfnsmgﬁ tl:lrmc‘flgtuﬁdzxeg- ernment affairs led to his State

: , o Department appointment as di-
St. Jude Hospital and Rehabilita- b : 7
in Fullerton, where he rector of the Institute of Inter

L.ions C)
he Ameri-

bk 0 th . .
the California Physician’s Blue  and the Brea Post of
Shield, and served as president can Legion.

for both the Orange County Med- “Now that Brea is experienc-
ical Association and the Califor- ; ; pe

C : ing a rapid growth, let’s not
nia Public Health League. .
5 forget those who played a vital
Many prominent Breans trea- ; ; it 3
sure personal rememb ods of part in making Brea what it is
rances of  ¢,4ay ’ said Mary Ruth and Alex

Dr. Curtis, the man who humbly —
referred to himself as ‘“‘Brea’s
country doctor.”
Inez Fanning, president of the
Brea Women’s Club, recalls that
Dr. Curtis treated her for a bout
with pneumonia prior to the av-
ailability of antibiotics.
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Craig Park recently © honor the fate Or. £ Gena 0
Lions Club, as well as cily and county oS gl i
event. Twenly-one flowering pear rees Sning S o
headquarters of e park were planted by Lige G
spring. Mayor Pro Tem unveiled a plague & bany
Piclured at the ceremony are, from k8, Jeen

Curtis and Ted Cralg. (News-Times phato fr &




RECOGNlTlON CEREMONY A specid cmmuy
' Craig Park recently 1o honor the kate Or. C. Gena G
mons Club, as well as city and county abaa#ss
event. Twenty-one flowering pear ¥ees unmh :
meadquancrs 0i the park were plantad by Liae S iy
'spring. Mayor Pro Tem unveiled a piague ;m 7
\Pictured at the ceremony are, from ke, Daan WSS
Curtls and Ted Craig. (News-Times phato by fods







FISHERMAN — Dr. Curtis shows a fsa_hnon he'
g trip near Crescent City,

‘caught while on a fishin
in194b. S et s AR




