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Brea Fire Chief Kenpeth Staggs is sho~vn searching debris for. clues to determine how a fire started at tlie 
Br-ea Market that destroyed the building Sunday morning with an estimated $75,000 loss. Chief Staggs sail\ 

everytJling was completely destroyed in the blaze, which was still smoldering 10 hours a"fter it :,vas reported 

at'5:8_Ch.m:; (News Tribune Photo) 
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Flames Draw 
Large Crowd 

Fullerton, La Habra Units Rushed 

To Battle Blaze in Pre-Dawn Hours 
BREA - Brea Market, this city's oldest food st~ 

is no more. Flames completely destroyed the small busi­
ness place · at ·143 S. Brea Blvd. early Sunday in spi14! 
of efforts by Brea, Fullerton and La Habra fire deparlf 
ments. Firemen prevented damage to other stores to 

CAUSE UNKNOWN slop what could have involved 
an entire block of lhe downtown 
section. The destroyed building Brea Fire Chief Kenne!b 

I 
had an at-tic in common with Staggs said the fire started m 

buildings to lhe norlh along a the back of the store from caus-

hong line of stores. ' es unknown. 
When firemen arrived al 5:3G Fullerton and La Habra de-

a.m., fire had involved the en- panmenls responded to a mu­

lire store. A policeman on pa- tual aid call and assi~ted in the 
lrol spotted smoke and flames fight , which was considered suc­

~shing from the front of the cessful because damage was 

market and made the first re- \confined to one store. . . 
port, according to the log. A lr.ige plate glass wind~ m 

lhe rear ol the llllll'kal joined 
a toy- siora aw 411«, • lre­
mea !ougb~ constantly ~ keep 
,Ula blue coo6ned. A sleeping 
baa lo 11111 toY s1ore Clllllll lire, t:Ul.wu Ille GQly ~ abl-
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FIRE CONFERENCE - Fire chiefs from Brea, Fullerton and La Habra confer on best methods of con.:..! 
taining a fire at Brea Market early Sunday. The buiJding, at 143 S. Brea Blvd. has an attic in common withc--1 
other stores to the north, which w,.re threatened for more than an pour while. the three departmeqts ~~t.i1 

; 

tled the blaze that completely desn,11ef the, building. (News Tril)ua1..PbDto~t 

CANS EXPLODE 
Bottles and cans ln the mar­

ket ex.ploded, leading onlookers 
to believe the building was filled 
with elij)losives. 

At one time, nearly 150 per­
sons were watching the fire, 
but according to fire fighters, 
the ' crowd was in control and 1 

caused no problems. 
Chief Staggs said the building 

and all contents were totally de­
stroyed with an estimated loss 
exceeding $75,000. 

Racks of eggs were cooked on 
the shelves by the heat. 

S®n after fire companies ar­
rived,.' the building's roof col­
lapsed, making efforts to !llve 
contents f'..ltile. 

ONCE FffiE STATION 
Ironically, the market loca­

tion was once bhe site of Ule 
Brea Fire · Departmeal pre 
than 40 year, ago. Bniilfiq! 
general store was also loaated 
at the $ite before beinL torn 
.._ in the early 1910s. 1lie old 
tin fire station was later mwecl 
to the city ball, then to the city 
Jard on east Elm St., where it 
still _stands. 

'&ecording to fire department 
~' O't11ller5 of ..ijle brick, 
ijai~ that housed the market 
..r several other stores are 
D9Yton and Viva Alennder of 
Brea. 

J"Grmerly known u th& Cal,1 
ma Market, the b~ ,..1 

--:~ bJ'!J WIYJ'e piM;pqz ~ ...,_ ---••11• Amppling st..,__. 
Both buildi~ ID!l.,, corlu • 1 

were reported ~ ~ ,~ 

- :IIJ 



'62 BREA GRADUATE - A 
.foreign relations student at Mount Sac 
College, Tom White works his way 

~ through school in a Brea market. This 
is his second year at the market and 
he works 20 to 30 hours per week 

during the school term as well as 
full-time during the summer. He 
works along with several other Brea­
Olinda graduates at the market. 

(News Tribune Photo) 

: ' , . ·.·~ ... 
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COLLEGE PROGRAM - Chiksan Co. in Brea 
has a summer program designed to help students 
working their way through college and hired 21 
youths this summer. Shown during a break at the 
plant are (left to right), Kenneth Tessier, California 
State at Fullerton education student; David Fernan-

dez, University of Santa Clara pre-medical student; 
Gary Westad, Los Angeles Chiropractic School stu­
dent; and Ernest Pizzo, Fulle1-ton Junior College 
smveying student. Chiksan has had the student pro­
gram in force for more than 20 years_ 

INe_ws..T:rihune,Ehnln\-
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Blaze guts SO-year-olil liuilding' f 
Firefighter salvages hard drive from flames 
By Danielle Benson 
Brea Progress 

SO years ago. "So we're going to take 1t home 
and frame it.' ' 

About S p.m .. ESCO, at 130 Brea Blvd. Bob Gorham darted amid the rubble. hop- burst into flames, destroying both the plumb'. ing to save his company's future . ing parts manufacturing plant and the Four-The general manager and part owner of square Gospel Church preschool and sanctu­ESCO Rubber Products Inc. salvaged the ary buildings next door. " S" from the building's sign-nearly all that . ESCO employees apparently were grind­remained undamaged after the 10,000- mg_ a rough surface to repair a hydraulic­square-foot manufacturing facility burned flwd tank when sparks started flying. The down April 23. During the-fire, he also talked flare-ups ignited the wood walls of the half­·.a firefighter into saving the company's com- century-old building, engulfing it in flames .puter. Gorham said. ' 

I 
"This is the only letter that was left from The building, except for the computer ~e. original owner's name," Gorham said, mainframe that fi.tefighters saved; was a to­!J!)ting that resident and part-owner-Ed Sulli· ta1 loss. Oft'icials estimated the damage at van st~~ the company in Ql'ei!.JDOl)e than . . SSQQ.QQQ __ •• .• 

"The owner, ~fr. Sullivan, ljtdicilted tllat It would be helr,fill lf he could get his computl!r 
with all of his busine~s info on it, He pointe~~1 out the burned out wmdow of the office anil told us approximately where the computer 
would be," Fire Marshal Lon Cahill salil. •1r"' 
told (Capt. Dana K~l!)per) not to pµt himself •/ many danger, but 1f 11 wai possible it would~ be helpful if we could get it." ' " 

-Kemper came through with .fl_ying _colors. 

■ FIRE: Photos and stories/3, 4, 11 

" All of a suddenJ there he is with the com­puter in his arms with all the wires trailing- · 
behind him," Gorham said, "poking his lfead · · o~t of the window with the fire raging behind him and asking if this. was what I wanted." 

1 • -• 

A. Tndlonl T..,,....,..._ ......-:a A fiNlllght9r views the cemage April 23, 11 a b~alt, of Vtater reaches the fire that levoled ESCO Rubber Producta Inc. 

Cahill said Kemper: p_icked 
through the charred remams of 
the fallen ceiling to get the 
warped computer cas~-. After 
opening it 1.!P, ESCO C?fflctals re­
trieved thelI' bard dnve. 

Gorham said the information 
will allow ESCO to keep client 
data and continue operatibns 
with its 65 employees. 

Anna Cave, director of emer­
gency preparedness for Bre~. 
said the sooner the company 1s 
back up and running the better. 
"Business recovery after a natu­
ral disaster can be very severe," 
she said- "If a business is closed 
more than five days due to disas· 
ter, they stand a big chance of 
not making it through that first 
year of business." 

That time frame shouldn'tbe-a 
problem. ESCO was set.to move 
to a new structure a blocl away 
in about three weeks. The- Blea 
Redevelopment Agency lloa&fit 
the Brea Boulevard. lot' fiti!n 
ESCO as part of the- conmwmg 
downtown project. Inrehlrn; die 
manufacturer recewed hlQctiii"a 
nearby industria) park.. · • 

Gorham said equipment for 
the new facility is on or-der. Until 
ESCO can mo~ into the new 

' building, the ~ will use 
dooated office spaQ&' oa Tama­
rack Avenue-••--• • "The old baildma was really 
!)kl.'' Gorbaat said. "If we were 
ID. tile new building this -never 
~ h~ve happened." . 
_.,. 
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AYr - Orf1rige1 C9unty,flreflqhl\i'ta await turthe1 
a U dozer clears brush In Carbon lfanyon. 



Crews still battling Carbon Canyon blaze 

(Star-Pnlgrw photo by Jecll Hancocll) 

CARBON CANYON FIRE OUT OF CONTROL - Brea firefighters 
check hoses and wind direction as a brush fire begins to burn 
uncontrollably in Carbon Canyon. The fire has ~ail'Jled more than 
7,000 acres in three counties, drawing hundreds of Southland 
firefighters to the area, 

Man questioned over cause of fires 
By Mark Berg 
D8P Staff Writer 

BREA- Arson is suspected in 
a wildfire that swept through 
Carbon Canyon Wednesday and 
continues to bum today. Fire 
crews from four counties have 
been battling the blaze that has 
ripped through dry mountainous 
terrain into the Chino Hills. 

More then 7,000 acres have 
been charred into a blackened 
wasteland by the intense fire 
that destroyed or damaged at 
least 12 homes, officials said. 
Most of the structural damage 
centered in the small remote 
community of Sleepy Hollow, 
just across the San Bernardino 
County line in Carbon Canyon. 

Six firefighters were treated 
for minor injuries such as smoke 
inhalation and heat exhaustion, 
officials.. reported. One fire-

_ {_ightei W!lS treated for a back 
sprain. None required · hospi­
talization. 

Meanwhile, Peter Diaz Rayes, 
a 29-year-old transient, is being 
held in the Orange County Jail on 
two felony charges of wild-land 
arson, authorities said. Witness­
es noticed the man in the area 
shortly after the brush fire 
flared up, causing Brea police 
and Orange County sheriff depu­
ties to hold the man for question­
ing. Conflicting reports say the 
man intehtionally set the fires or 
lost control Qf two separate cook­
inl fires. 

After the 'second fire began 
just east of the first, additional 

crews were summoned. At least 
one Fullerton unit was canceled 
when Brea fire officials 
assumed the fires were under 
control, according to a Fullerton 
firefighter. But by noon, the 
brittle brush and dry vegetation 
fueled the separate fires out of 
control. 

By mid-afternoon, fu e crews 
from Orange, Los Angeles, San 
Bernardino and Riverside coun­
ties wer e brought in to battle the 
raging fire on many fronts. 

Olinda Village, about midway 
through the canyon, became the 
focus of attention early on as hot 
winds swept the fire up and 
down hillsides toward the re­
mote cluster of homes. 

What began as a spectator 
event, slowly _-evolved into a 
personal threat as residents put 
down cameras and picked up 
garden hoses to wet down shake 
roofs. Several homeowners scur­
ried to load cars-with clothes and 
valuables as firefighters laid a 
tangled weave of fire hose 
through the streets. 

Firefighters allowed the 
flames to burn right up to pro~ 
erty lines rather than venture in 
to the billy terrain where swir­
ling winds could easily enclose 
the fire around them. 

The wind that pushed the fire 
past the Olinda Village homes 
funneled the fire down the ca­
nyon to Sleepy Hollow where 
fire crews had difficulty beating 
back the pe,:sistent flames. Capt. 
Bruce Brown of the Calif~ 

Department of Forestry and Fire 
Prevention said a buildup of dry 
brush around the tightly clus­
tered homes made it virtually 
impossible to defend the~. 

An evacuation order wu deliv­
ered for Sleepy Hollow and the 
Chino Hills area by late after­
noon. Residents stood by with 
cars packed u one house would _,., 
catch fire and another would be 
spared. 

Fire officials were dismayed 
by the number of shake roofs 
that cover the canyon homes, 
allowing embers to easily spark 
into full-fledged fires. · 

Capt. Jack Lehman of the Brea 
Fire Department said four hand 
crews will be working in the 
canyon "for days and days" to 
put out any bot spots that will 
smolder in roots and tree trunks. 
Shovels will be used tQ clear • 
perimeter around Olinda Villa&e,._ 
to completely remove the tlµ'eat, 
be said. 

While the fire remains uncon­
tained, Lehman said, it is under 
control. The hot winds swirling 
in the canyon.could easily spark 
up new fires, be said. 

At least 17 strike teams, each 
consisting of five engines and a 
battalion chief, were working 
throughout the afternoon and 
night. Three strike teams are 
maintaining the Orange County 
area .while remaioin1 crews 
work at the fire's front in San 
Bernardino County, U'lbman 
Sli.4.. (\ - '-



Uncertainty plagues 
people fleeing flames 

A house bums Wednesday afternoon in the mountain town of Sleepv Hollow. RHldent8 w;,e evacualed to TOWliNnd Junior High School -~~m 
~~~~ 
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Mood swings 
1 like a Pendulum 
meaioon Canyon 
By Kem Davis and SIIW9 Eddy 
The Orange County Reglsfar 

BREA - .It was 1:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, and near Carbon 
Canyon Regional Part. things 
were surprisingly calm. 

Although a brush fire bad/ 
raged uncontrolled for 2l taoun,I 
firefighters and their bosses ap­
peared confident that the Dow C?f 
the fire soon would be checked. 

But as the day wore on, those 
veneers cracked. 

The mercury spiraled and tor­
rid winds began to blow, and 
crews became visibly worried. 

"We've got a real situation 
here," grumbled one firefighter 
as he watched fire equipment 
from all over Southern CalifOl'­
nia converge on the scene. 

In 20 minutes, a blue estimat­
ed at 500 acres ballGGned le 
1,000. Soon. the business end, • 
"header'' of the fire was scoot­
ing east like a Jwaary aue .. 
raY88inl oomJPUJrities and 
cbanging lives in its path. 

As the blaze followed~ 

CD 
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~d - Highway 
in sweltering, 

. w suits, eyes burning 
and skin covered with sweaty dirt, 
fought it face to face. 

''It's bot," was the weary phrase 
Wtbe day. 
: The snake first nearly kissed the 
ll'°3es of Olinda Village, coming 
!1')'1hin 50 yards. It hungrily ate up 
1nish, then moved on and on, 
h)reading, literally, like wildfire. 
• About two miles from Olinda, the 
,,nake encountered the little moun­
. town of Sleepy Hollow, popula-

n 3,000. There, it ravaged at 
st a half-dozen homes. 

:-At the town liquor store, bewil­
·'oei'ed residents gathered. They 
w'Drried about wild animals and 
b.9tses. Then they worried about 

eir homes. And then themselves. 
• ! Richard Hafner, 39, a construc­

=11Pn worker, had been taking the 
• Oay off because of the heat. He has 
}wed in the area since 1971. 
• :"This is a wonderful, close-knit, 
ieal friendly place," he said. "It 
~as a Western air to it. It's one of 
~ last places with a real commu­
:iiicy feel." 

0 At one point, a police car rolled 
Pf and told residents they were 
qapped, and were not to leave. 
Later, another voice said the road 
)¥8.5 clear, and they could evacuate 
tO Townsend Junior High School in 
~ino Hills. . 
: • And some did, along with resi­
dilnts of homes and a mobile-home 
park near Western Hills Country 

r Club, farther up Highway 142. t There · were no official confima­
t tions of damage there, but resi­
' dents·said some structures burned. 
: At 7 p.m. at Townsend school, 
: Linda Zerbe, service center man­
. ager for the American Red Cross, 
1 was trying to order 200 cheese­
' burgers from a nearby Jack-In· 

l The-Box. 
To go. 

l More ~ 100 evacuees chose 
the ~ bi¢.., p~~rrecl to 
sw.iiu, .... qver the day a1 ~ anm.Ltlie.str•eet---J 

-~helkl,pters ~ Batthe safety of homes, any~ 
'"lbe bl(llellt .,...._ is the & 

certainty," Zerbe said. •'They 
don't know what is going to hap­
pen, and they can't go back to their 
homes. Nobody bas the answer as 
to what homes have been dam· 
aged." 

Ed Jeffrey rushed into the evac­
uation center to tell neighbors that 
most of the homes bad been 
spared. But Jeffrey, who ap­
proached as the wind was picking 
up about 7: 45, said he had seen one 
home that was reduced to a chim· 
ney. 

In a bush was a dead squirrel 
still clutching a branch. "The fire 
just fried him," he said. 

He had seen two other homes on 
fire in the development at Valley 
Spring Road. 

He said neighbors were trying to 
put out flames with garden hoses. 
One of the most disturbing things 
was a house with ammunition be­
ing set off by the flames. 

" It sounded like the Fourth of 
July, and I was more than a half· 
mile from it," be said. 

The fire s_pread so quickly that 
some people left animals behind. 
People MJOke of leaving horses in 
stables and dogs in garages. Other 
people were able to save their pets. 

Laurie Tisot, 31, of the 1600 block 
of Cbernus Lane in Sleepy Hollow, 
cuddled her cat, Gretchfi~-

Sbe recalled being at home whelt 
her husband was running erripid,s. 
He called to s~_._.::get the cat and 

get out! " 
" I just took a bag, a wallet, keys, 

money, a watch and a jacket, along 
with the cat," she said. 

Tisot said she moved into her 
three-story home two weeks ago 
from Brea. She and her husband, 
Al, still had boxes to unpack. 

" I'm hoping it'll all be there 
when I'm allowed back," she said. 

Tboughout the evening, evacu­
ees watched the strangely majes­
tic flames . They cheered when he­
licopters duinped water ·on the in­
ferno . The helicopters were 
picking water out of nearby Los 
Serranos Lakes Mobile Home Park 
and Los Serranos Golf Course. 

The smoke, thick and brown, fil­
tered through the air and permeat­
ed clothes. 

Joanne McCormack of Sleepy 
Hollow raced out of her home with 
six y~g11ters age 6 months to 7 
years. Four children were hers, 
two-.lelonged to a friend . 

"it · sure was scary . There was 
smoke all a11ound. We were on the 
top of the bill. We didn't wantto get 
trapped," she said. , 

She grlJ.bbed the kids and some 
biaqkets and left. Her husba~d, she 
said, is on a business trip m Ha-

~ -
re started ... 
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SleepJ Hollow resideQta. who 

watc:bed their Carbon Canyun 
bomes imperiled by a devaatat­
ills bralb fire Weif 11ff~ 
tamed to the scorched COIIIDlUm' 
tJ Thursday to view the 
aftermath, even as firefighters 
continued . to douse bot spots 
aroaacl their homes. 

Olinda Village residents in the 
city of Brea are breathing easier 
today as band crewa have estat>­
Uabed a firebreak perimeter 
araand the 1SO homes that, at 
one Point, were dangerously 

cloee to tbe,wincl-driven flames. ) 
More than SOO firefi8bters 

contained the blaze that con­
SUJDed 6,250 acres, a revised 
figure from earlier estimates 
that put the ·burned area at 7,000 
acres. Strike teams from fire 
departments across the South- , 
Jand continue to enclose the fire 
lines and extinguish flare-ups 

, wif'lin the perimeter. · Orange 
Coiinty>11'ire Capt. Dan Young 
said the fire was expected to be 
brought under control by noon 
today. 

From Carbon Canyon Road to 
the south, Tonner Canyon to the 
north, the Olinda landfill on the 
west and the Chino Hills commu-

1' 
' nity of Los Serranos on the ~ 
the ravaging fire has left behind 
an ugly, smoking,..w~ de­
scribed by one resident as an 
"army wne." 

Originating at about 11 a.m. 
Wednellday, the arson-caased 
fire was whipped out of contrQl 
by a combination of high canycm 
winds extreme tempe.atw1"! 
and ,brittle vegetat:iOI} sapped 
~~ conditions. - . , • JDnt 9lJlle d§n!qe 

Olincta residents breathlng 
easier as blazes subside 

(~~ Pa,e 1,, ' 
leiacvecl,, wben ••t11e1·•nte ft-eel~ 
~ ~ ! ~"'!1i!eloped hilly 
~,' 12-atl'UttuMs wete com­
~letely destroyed and two others 
datnaged when the hungry 
names blew down in to the 
Sleepy Hollow area and beyond. 

Officials reported eight in- \ 
juries, all to firefighters who 
suffered from smoke inhalation, 
heat exhaustion, bums or chest , 
pains. On.e was treated for a 
•reaction from a bee sting. All 
were treated and released. 

Peter Diaz Reyes, the 29.-year­
old transient suspected of start­
ing two . fires that worked 
.together into the one blaze, is 
being held at the Orange County 
·Jail . on two .,-felony counts of . 
arsoo. Reportedly, the man lost 
control of separate cooking fires 
in the 300-acre Santa Fe Energy 
Resource Co. oil field'. Author-
. ities have described his i,ccount 
of •the fire start as "confused." 

Meanwhile, the shelter set up 
1 

at Brea Olinda High School by 
the Orange County chapter of' 
the American Red Cross was 
closed down Thursday after it • 
~ apparent no Brea com-, 
~ were still threatened 
by /,pie lite, AutliorifiFB , bad 
-~ OJiilda Village residents ltbat-. evacuation may be neces­
lllll'J., t,ut never issued· a formal 
evaj:Ulltinn ~ .tice. Sleepy ~ol­
low and Chin~ Hills residents 
w~ evaCJUl~ to shelters in 
Sap ~ lQKlnty 18'. ~ 
~~~•-!!'!!!'~~ 

Red Cross volunteers reo more 
than 2,000 meals to weacy fire- I 
fighters returning to the staging 
area established at Carbon Ca­
nyon Regional Park. ij 

Don and Joanne Himes, own:I 
ers of the La Vida . Restaur~tl 
that stood below threatening hill­
side flames for most of the dayl 
and evening Wednesday, fed ~ 
firefighters posted there_ a ri~I 
dinner. The restaurant _serves 
the $5.95 special every Wednes-1 
day, but. that night it was free. 

Phone crews are working to 
restore service to about 900 lines 
in Carbon Canyon. The fire 
burned at least seven telephone 
poles and four miles of ca~l~, 
according to Ron Kroeze, Pacific 
Bell C!>lltltruc~on manager. A 
swi£Ching·• (:eiiter I located , in ',t!,le 

,~ escaped', damage in the 
fi'1:J,~ t .. -<rl ,(• . • 

(Sia,◄ uc+w ~ IIJ _, IIINII 
~/l)iE WAKE OF DISA. STER - Charred columns stand amid the rubble of an 8,000-square-foot mansion 
IYi_gfjLl,>x W~n~t._!3_ Carbon~ flNI that ~ ~ -tpnes ~ Sleepy Hollow. 
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The areon fir, ~n as two separate blazes, allegedly 118\by a 29-year-old trailllent, · 
alld then feeding on· brush .combined to.bNome a major conflagration. . . . . . . . • ~ . EL...___fllll\MS~ !I~ OI\ the g~nd g4!t _an aerial assist 

Stan photo by Daniel Sexton 



Fire! 
4 homes gutted; 
Brea police 
arrest suspect 
By Steve Creech 
Staff Writer 

An arson fire consuming more than 
3,000 acres. extending from unincor­
porated areas northeast of downtown 
Brea, was burning out of control at 
the intersection of Orange, Los 
Angeles and San Bernardino 
counties as of press time. 

Brea police arrested Peter Reyes, a 
29-year-old transient, who confessed 
at 11:30 a.m. to.setting two fires which 
became one. He was booked at Or­
ange County jail on two felony counts 
of arson. 

Orange County fire officials said 
four firefighters reported injuries be­
cause of the fire - three for smoke 
inhalation and one for minor injur­
ies . Two victims were taken to 
Placentia Linda Hospital in Yorba 
Linda for observation. 

Carbon Canyon horses run free, standing better odds of survival ·than if penned. 

At 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, fire offic­
ials could give· no estimated time of 
containment and said if the fire con­
tinued to burn in a northeastern 
direction, the prestigious Western 
Hills Country-Club area of Chino 
Hills could be threatened. 

Areas_ immediafely affected by the 
blaze included the Sleepy Hollow 
area at the Tri-County ·intersection 
and portions of Chino Hills, which 
were evacuated at about 2:30 p.m. to 
Townsend Junior High. 

Four Sleepy Hollow homes 
reportedly were gutted and officials 
couldn't estimate the value of prop­
erty damage. 

Olinda Village, a populated seg­
ment of Brea, was one of the first resi­
dential areas threatened by the fire 
when it raged through nearby Carbon 
Canyon, but changes in wind 
direction saved the area. However, it 
was reported residents were dousing 
their homes with water, hoping to 
avert disaster. 

Staff photos by Tim Jones 

The fire was reported at 11 a.m. and 
officials said more than 700 
firefighters, from departments in all 
three counties, including Brea. were 
on the scene. Fire fighting efforts 
were assisted by fly-by water drops. 

Erratic shifts in winds hampered 
the firefighters in combating the 
blaze on a day when temperatures 
soared over 100 degrees. 

Staff writers Tina J@nes and Kurt 
H~tzclaw. fllltl itluaging Editor Stan 
Wa1Hr CMlribtdftl to Mill dory. 
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HISTORYtf,P'4NrSMOKE~ Flretiglitilr,s ~~- a blaze that 

~1,1mtid'tfiefh1sto~ Wal_l Buildi_ng ~)9f ,illld ·, E. Ash St. early 

~ Sunclay morning. No Injuries we~,(llp0~1r:i!. . ,fire of the vacant 

two=:s'tory, structure that was the first comnieroial 'bl!llding in, Brea. 

The cause of the fire is under inyestllJatiqn_. .,. ' .. . ' .,., . . .· 
~ • &~•r~.-., ...._....__.__ --

,'~o ,,. area's oil industry. · 1 
'The building was also featured 

·the 19708 comedy-adventure 
filni1 

"Silver Streak," starring 
Richard Pryor and Gene Wilder 
as the sheriff's office in a remot~ 
Midwestern town. 
~ building was moved sq 

that it faced Ash Street instead 
of the boulevard in the 19SOa 
according to Inez FIIDDing, p• 
4eat of the Brea Historical Socf •. 
ety, Its owner, T. Kirk Hill, 

fclunder of Kirkhill Rubber Coii:ii 
.. , . in Brea, purchased Ill. 
,ioperty and converted it IDJv}i 
lfNr .apartments, the bottom ~ 

• .-tu.ally becoQlins offlcf •, 
111'"1· 
, Curt Ll!rsen Realty was io!"1 

Cited in the building for~•· 
u weU as lndu1tr1a1 . 

Concepts, as recently 18 · .,. 
Jllllllry. . 

1be aray with red trim bl!JJd. 

faa WU then P,Urcbaled by tti.' 
cjty, bosrded up and vacated 
wblJe awaiting Its fate widl 
downtown r~evelopment Plans. 

Landmark 
invBrea 
destroyed 
By Mark Berg 
DIPIWIW-

BREA ....:_ An early IDOl'IUJII 
fire consumed the historic Wall 
Building on Ash Street Sunday, a 
landmark structure that had 
been embraced by the Brea 
Historical Gommittee as suitable 

for preservation. 
Fire units from neighborinl 

cities jomed the Brea Fire ~ 

partment in battling the 4:21 

a.m. blaze, a two-hour task that 
proved futile in saving . the 

vacant building at 10? and 109 E. 

Ash St., fire officials said. Tbe 

cause of .the fire . is under in­

vestigation, but is thought to be 
ofa suspicious nature. The dam­

age was estimated at $300,000. 
Brea ·Fire Capt. Paul Bartley 

said firefighters were power~ 
to save the two-story -JtnJctme 
as it . was entirely engulfed by 

flames by the time fire unib · 

'arrived on the scene. A second 
alarm was issued at 4:36 am., 
Bartley said, canm, _for uaist: 
ance from-Buena Park, F'ullerton 
and La Habra fire departments 

to beat down the flames. . -
·Bartley ·said firefighters cc.·' 

centrated efforts on protec:dnc, 

the n~bo~ • bUildiilp, a,. 
-~~,~­

,,~~#' ti> t6e 'l'tit .. iW 
Brea Hotel, wbieh WU ~ 
iited miiiDa the-fire. No iDjufiel 
were reported in CCIIIDeCtlaa 
with the fire;• . 

'lbe Hi8fifillcal"Committee llad 
..L (~-- Pap 2) 



Arson 
ruled in 

r/1 f) 

Wall fire 
BREA - Fire officials have 

determined that the April 15 fire 
that- gutted the historic Wall 
Building at 109 E. Ash St. was 
intentionally ·1-set. . 

Fire Marshal Bill Simpkins 
said that the patterns· and char­
acteristics of the fire have 
caused officials to list the blaze 
as incendiary; however, he could. 
not be specific about the evi­
dence found in the charred two­
story structure. 

Meanwhile, police have taken 
over the investigation in an I 

effort to locate those responsible 
for the early morning blaze that 
threatened nearby structures. 
No injuries were reported in 
connection with the 4:21 , a.m. 
fire. Detective Mike Owens said 
he has spoken with 30 to 40 
witnesses but has not been able 

i--toJ..(dentify · a suspect. · He- -said -
buildings that have , b~en va­
cated, as the Wall Btillding was; 
tend to attract a transient 
population looking for tempor­
ary shelter. He did not rul~ out 
that a transient may have started 
the fire. 

Owens said the fire appeared 
to have started in the front of the 
building by the stairway, but no 
sign of accelerants were found. 
Samples from the scorched re­
mains have been sent to the 
Orange County Crime Lab to be 1 

tested, Owens said, although he 
does not expect any evidence to 
return with the test results that 
would help identify a suspect. 

Built in 1911, the downtown 
land~ark endured several con­
versions, housing a barber shop, · 
drug store, apartments and of-

1 fices throughout its history. The r 
city purchased the building in: 
1989, allowing it to stand empty 
pending · downtown redevelop­
ment plans. 

The city's Historical Commit­
tee had picked the building · for 
preservation and possible re­
location to a historic park. The 
possibility . of duplicating the 
building for the park has been 
discussed. 

/ / . . 
- Mark Berg 



Saspectea ars_on leads: 
to 50-acre b.rush blaze :· 
Carbon Canyon 
: trees threatened . 
By T01Jy Saavedra 
and Don Rosen 
The Orange County R~ister 

A_ wild-land blaze that fire­
. fighters said was deliberately set 

tiumed 50 acres Wednesday ni;ght 
and came close . to two neighbor­

' l\oods near Camon Canyon Region­
al Park in Brea. 

It also burned to within 20 feet of 
a ~ d of 130 redwood trees, whicp __ 

were planted in 197S and are about 
40 feet tall. 

Fire investigators found an in-.. 
cendiary device a,t the point where· 
the -fire started-, about an eighth-· 
mile from· the park- entrance on: 
Carbon Canyan Road: a C 

Mike Mccann, chief arson inves-: 
tigator fo_r the Orange County Fire-­
Department, declined to describe: 
the device. He asked that anyone. 
wh? ~w others on an equestrian• 
trail along the east side of the park ·· 
about_ S p.m. call the dep~rtment at· 
7-44-04SS. 

·--- .:U-"-- -1... 

BLAZE:_ Brush consumed 
in ·canyon;· arson suspected 

1F,ROM 1 · 
. .J.\,JcCann said footprints of one or 
\two people were discovered lead­
'ing from the device. 

The fire- was reported at s: 22 
p,m. to the Brea Fire Department. 
Whipped by wind gusts of up to 25 
mph, -it moved southwest, coming 
within a quarter-mile of two resi­
dential areas. 

"I saw that fire , and I thought, 
•oh my god, that's our house,' " 
said Virginia King, 42, a resident of 
. the 3700 block of Rose Drive, adja­
cent to the park. Homeowners. wet 
down their roofs along Rose Drive, 

I.hut firefighters 'were able to turn 
lthe blaze, cqntaining ~t in the. near­
ly empty basin of a flood-control 
reservoir at the south end of the 
park. , 

By ~1 p.lJl. the fire was fully con­
tained. _ Firefighters ~xpected to 
have it ex,tinguished by 6 a .m. to­
day . 

More thaJI 100 _firefighters and 
near!y 30 engines from the Orang_e 
Courity, Los Angeles County and 
Brea departments battled the 
blaze. Temperatures in the area 

dipped int~ the 40s Wednesday eve­
ning. Winds of 15 mph to 20 mph 
whipped through the park. 

"This cold weather just makes it 
-miserable for firefighters, " said 
Orange County Fire Capt. Dan 
Young. He also cautioned residents 
of semirural areas against using 
their fireplaces. "Stoking a big_ fire 
in that fireplace because it's cold in 
the house is an excellent way to 
start a brush fire. Fire season is 
not over. Historically we've had 
our worst fires in November." 

· Senior Park Ranger Jeff B'uksh­
pam said the fire came within 20 
feet of the redwood stand. When 
Carbon Canyo1;1. Regional Park was 
being designed and constructed in 
the early 1970s, cl1l anonymous do­
nor, afraid of seeing the m:es· be­
coming extinct, donated more than 
200 redwood seedlings. to the- park. 
The grove covers, five acres of the 
park near Carbon Canyon Diµn. A 
fire killed some of the trees several 
yea r:s ago, 

In. June a bl'Ush fire. th.at also 

Carbon Cyn Rd. 

rt 
started in the area of Carbon Can­
yon Regional Park spread north­
ward and consumed 6,250 acres in 
San Bemardino County and north­
l;astem Orange County. 

Wednesday's Dames came with­
in a quarter-mile• of a mobile-home 
park at one PQint. · 

Register staff writers Qonald E. 
Sltlllner and Gina Shaffer contribut­
ed to this report 



FIRE LINE - A hill south of Carbon Canyon Regional Park glows 
with fire and embers as small trees and brush erupt in flame. The 

fi~e tossed up s.oot and ashes that carried over the city during th 
night. There were no reports of injuries or structural damage. e 

Firefighters douse · Carbon Canyon ... 
(Continued from Page 1) 

off Rose Drive and a Yorba 
Linda mobile home park. 

Structural Protection Task 
Forces were positioned in the 
nearby residential areas to de­
rend the threatened homes, par­
ticularly those with shake roofs. 
Some residents turned up collars 
to the cold night air and wet 
down roofs to be safe. 

"This is the closest we've been 
to a fire," said Jeanette Patburg, 

a homeowner near Rose Drive, 
who watched the glow of the fire 
with daughter Cachet as it 
burned in an adjacent canyon. 

Mary Eason and Sandy Kramer 
are residents familiar with the 
threat of fire in the canyon. As 
they watched the fire line creep 
within a quarter mile of the 
homes, they recalled a 1979 fire 
that burned down _the face of the 
dam. gjviru? them a re.al scare. 

Kramer said she smelled 
smoke Wednesday evening when 
leaving her Cal State Fullerton 
class, and immediately knew she 
had to get home. "It's a sixth 
sense," she said. "When Carbon 
Canyon is on fire, you can sense 
it" 

Orange County fire Capt. Dan 
Young warned that fire season is 
not over. "Until we get a good 
substantial rain, we're still going 

to have problems," he said. "All 
this cold weather does is make it 
miserable for firefighters." 

The Orange County Fire De­
partment is continuing to seek as~ 
sistance in locating the arsonist 
"We've had quite a few ca!Js and 
have a couple of good leads, but 
we need more calls," Young said. 
Anyone with information about 
the fire is asked to call (714) 744-
0455. 

Not/. t"C 14~ 
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"Once those fires get into the canyons with those swirling winds, it's unbelievable how quickly it takes over." 

IPFt·I 
ON THE 
FRONT LINES: 
Firefighters 
battle the 1990 
fire in the hills 
of Carbon 
Canyon. About , 
6,600 acres 
were 
blackened. 

Joe Lademan fought to save parents' home 

_J 



a rum<iT new that my neighbor­
hood was gone and my hands 
shook above my keyboard, I 

I didn't think it could happen to 
1: me. After all, I told myself in a 
-kind of mantra ' thought was per­

fectly rational, everything had 
been fine this morning. Every­
thing would be fine. 

We know the statistics and 
probabilities. We hear about 

, wind velocities and humidity lev­
... els. We study maps of fire­
-, hazard areas in newspaper sec-

tions such as this, and locate our 
-street. Everything tells us that 
~ some day our bit of California 
, will fall within the ring of fire. 
~-
,.. ~u_!JV; so very hard to listen. 
~~ we ourselves are hurt, 

until our own home is actually 
destroyed, we believe it will not 

t ~"'--JYL-e_ 

away by winds that as eimly 
could have brought the fire to­
ward him -all the logic fell 
away to reveal something more 
primal. Though never actually in 
danger, Hermann was scared. 

The fire was "incomprehensi­
ble" -he'd known it could hap­
pen, but he'd not comprehended 
that it would. 

"You 're never ready for any of 
this," says Hermann, SO. "You 
can be out, you can be gone -but 
then, it doesn't matter, does it? 
The fire would come no matter 
what." 

It's like that for most ofus. The 
facts stack up in the cerebral cor­
tex, but they never burrow deep 
into our soul. They remain as dis­
connected as those National Geo­
graphic shots of volcanoes. In the 
end, neither logic nor fear are 

.r..elinouish a· 

,.¥,.H,.U!M orr;--~cv---nvra-,.11a1,-u.1u.11u115. JJa-u1c; 

"After a while, you don't want . middle of these banal snapshots, 
to watch." .the fire was an overexposed 

And after a while, you forget. orange line a few blocks away. 
Just as we deny what could I looked at the photographs 

happen in the future -calling it with that line of flame, so alien. 
risk or fate, then setting it aside Then I looked at my house; so 
-we let what happened in the quiet and untouched in the morn-

BRUCE CHAMBERS/The Orange County Register past slip away· ing li~ht: And li~e so ~any of us 
· Dahms says she'll remember who hve m the rmg of fire, I could 

these fires. The fear she found in not quite put the hideous past-and 
the television images is seared the tranquil present together. I 

BUCKING THE into her brain. At least, she went to work, believing in anoth-
ODDS: The_ thinks she'll always remember. er day of fate or risk or just pure 
Dahms family, " , luck. ■ 
above lives in It wasn t that long ago that 
Silver~do there were the floods," Dahms 
canyon,\where-says, re:ca11;i;"g--last winter's 
'everyone·b.ere heavy r~~ns .. Already !or~ lot of 
knows about people 1t s like that d1dn t hap-
the danger of j)e11.;_" 
fire.' At left, a The past slips, Dahms knows. 
sign in Carbon-_We put disaster neatly behind us 
Canyon warns and go on living. 
of fire hazard. We can also use the past as 

Kitty Morgan, 35, is a Register staff 
writer. She has lived in Laguna Beach 
for five years in a house just north of 
the high school, in a neighborhood 
that was surrounded by fire but did 
not burn. In front of her house · 
enormous, highly flamm ca yp-
tus tree that she has no tent'cn I 
cuttinQ dQwn. 
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LONE SURVIVOR· A / · 
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midd/ 1 · poo is about all that remains of a residence d t d b h 
The Orange Count~ Register 

e o a record-breaking heat wave and was deliberately startedbtt~rant:n:i~a;:o~_~anbon ficre i~ 1990. The blaze, fanned by 20_mph winds and nourished by tinder-dry brush, began in the 

e I s a ove ar on Canyon Road. Fourteen cabins were damaged or destroyed. 

i 

. . , 
1990 
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A POLICY ON FIRE 
The owner of Esco Products 
counts his insurance blessings 
By Danielle Benson 
Brea Progress 

Pat Sullivan's life went up in 
flames April 23. 

"My dad built Esco (Rubber 
Products Inc.) from the ground 
up. I was practically raised in 
that building," be said. The acro­nym, Esco, stands for Ed Sulli­
van Company. Ed was Pat's fa­
ther. "It was weird to see my 
whole life burn down." 

Sullivan, 51, recently talked to 
the Brea Rotary Club about the 
difficulties of rebuilding the 50-year-old manufacturing business 
from scratch. 

Esco Rubber Products Inc. 
was in the process of moving to 
its new home behind the railroad 
tracks on Orange Avenue when 
an accidental fire destroyed the 
1930s building on Brea Boule­
vard. The flames gutted the 
plumbing-parts plant, charred 
neighboring Foursquare Inter­
national Church and damaged 
the Orange Villa Apartments be­
hind the building: 

"We bad done that procedure a 
hundred times before and never 
bad a problem," Sullivan said. 
"But we didn't have a sprinkler 
system and our hand extinguish­
ers were totally ineffective in 
fighting a fire of this magni-tude." · 

Sullivan explained the insur-

Esco fire--
FROM 1 

a JV.all or fiats of rubber on the 

ance claim process. He suggest­
ed business owners inventory ev­ery piece of property, including 
paper _goods and supplies, . esti­
mate the highest value of their 
business and always prepare for 
emergencies. 
· Diane Tarantelli, vice presi­
dent of Boston RGU Insurance 
who handled the $2 million Esco loss, said the plant was well in­
sured. The policy covered all the 
contents. An additional $1 million 
liability policy will cover dam­
ages to neighbors. She said being 
well--insured is tricky, because 
business owners often underesti­mate their value. -

"Consider what you really do 
have as far as value. What is im­
portant and what-goes on daily. 
Assess the actual prices and note 
it," Tarantelli said. "If you have · things that you can'Ueplace eas­
ily, have a plan for it." . 

The burden of proof lies with_ 
the business owner, .Tarantelli noted. Owners need to·show a,de­
quate inventory lists., detailing what property they have. Sulli­
van was lucky beca.use the city's 
redevelopment agency photo­
graphed every piece of equip­
ment when negotiating to buy the 
building, she added. . 

Sullivan said finding adequate 
new,,equipment. became a chal­
lenge. Many of his machines 
were outdated and discontinued, 

handedly supported Staples' 1996 
profit margin. 

Sullivan said he and his family · 
are plugging along. He is confi­
dent that Esco Rubber Products T-- --!11 L - L .! . • • · • 

Stan Blrd/BrN PragrMS Bob Gorham, one of three owners of Esco Rubber Products Inc., holds a piece of the company sign that he salvaged after a fire gutted the manufacturing faclllty Aprll 23. 

so he used creative engineering, 
he·said. 

"We're goµig off on a new 
track and finding .new ways of 
doing things we need to do with newer .· equipment,'.'. SuDivan 

. said;· adding that he combines 
new and old equipment together 
to achieve the desired product. 
"We're doing things that we nev- . 
er knew we could." 

Esco lost the sympathy factor 
from its clients, Sullivan said. 
Many are not as und~rstanding 
about manufacturing and ship-

damage. Foursquare Interna­
tional Church's insurance.is still 
negotiating with Esco's insur­
ance (lbout who will pay for dam­
a~s. 

ping delays. -
But the.bq·sinessis up and run­

ning at 80 percent efficiency 100 
days after the-fire. Sullivan paid 
about $12,000 a_ year in insurance 
premiums before the fire. The 
cost of coverage did not increase as a result of the fire. Tarantelli, 
said business owners. get what 
they pay for in terms of cover­
age. 

"If you think you're saving five 
cents somewhere, you probably 
are," she said. "But you'll pay 
for it in tht: long run." · 

amount of smoke and water 
damage to each apartment. The 
total cost of damages is still be­
ing calculated. - Orange Villas owner_ William 1Ci1nhall w .. o ..... 

Be prepared, fire 
analyst advises 

Many Brea business owners 
are wondering how to prevent-a 
fire such as the one that gutted 
Esco Rubber Products Inc. 

Karen Vaudreuil, a Brea fire­
protection analyst, has offered 
solutions. 

"You can avoid this by being 
prepared and being receptive to 
fire-prevention _elements," she 
told business owners at a recent Brea Rotary lunch. "Most people 
think it will never happen to 
them_" 

Vaudreuil works with new and expanding businesses in town to 
ensure buildings meet fire codes. 
Her job differs from annual fire 
inspections because she gets in­
volved in building planning, engi­
neering, fire-safety systems and 
construction. 

Vaudreuil said the Esco rub­
ber-manufacturing plant was up 
to code. Pat Sullivan, Esco's 
owner, said he added on to the 
original 1930s · building in the 
1970s, so the building conformed 
to that ~yeaN>ld code. 

"It conformed to fire code for 
the year it was built and had an­
nual fire inspections," Vaudreuil 
said. "We don't go- retroactive. 
Some buildings are not made to 
go to modem code." 

New and growing businesses 
get help from Brea's fire and 
planning departments before 
they bqin construction, Vau­
dreuil said. Owners meet with 
city officials about all construc­
tion matters. Building blueprints 
and schematics are approved or 
changed by a Brea planner. 
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