All lit up: Opening nig|

ht at the Red Lantern Theatre wa
performance by the Brea Municipal Band.

Culture comes to Brea

After two years of unsuccess-
ful attempts by out-of-town 4n-
vestors to bring legitimate
theater to Brea, the Brea Invest-
ment Co. was formed and the
Red Lantern Theatre was built
in 1921, This is the same
theater where Judy Garland
later played. Brea's interest in
live theater continues to flourish
with the programs offered at the
Curtis Theatre at the Brea Civic
and Cultural Center.

s a gala event, complete with flood lights and a

This year marks Brea’s 75th
anniversary as an incorporated
city. Throughout the year, citi-
Zens can celebrate this mile-
stone with special Jubilee
events, organized by a volun-
teer steering committee and
numerous subcommittees.

Take a trip back to 1967,
when a time capsule is opened
at City Hall Park at noon
Sunday, Feb. 23. For infor-
mation, call the Jubilee Hotline
at 990-7771.

/x\c..‘c SO certain
vou'll love Nohl Ranch
Inn the first time you
see it, that we'll bet
month's rent
you'll move right in!
No kidding!  If ye
visitand like us enough
e in, your 2nd

S rent s on us!
Once you walk
INto our cozy atmosphere
and meet some of the
friendly

join us for 8
food, terrific activities

Ranch Inn

CALL ANYTIME

For Lunch and a Tour

(714)974-1616

A Retirement Community

380 South Anaheim Hill Road
Anaheim Hills, CA 92807

HERE TODAY,
GONE TOMORROW
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Musical revue open

Favorite songs from
the Broadway musical
theater plus other pop,
folk and traditional
melodies will be heard in
“ Amy & Friends,” an
original musical revue
conceived by and starr-
Ing actress Amy Sheridan
opens Tuesday, Feb. 9 for
a limited four-Tuesday
run at the Brea
Civie/Cultural Center, 1
Civic Center Circle.

The Cabaret Repertory
Theater production will
be running in rotating
repertory along with the
two other current shows,
tte Neil Simon comedy

“Last of the Red Hot
Lovers” and the 1867
musical melodrama
“Under the Gaslight."
“Amy & Friends"
showtimes are 8 p.m. on
Tuesdays Feb. v, 16, 23
and March 2 in the Dr,
Glenn Curtis Performing

Arts theater of the $15-

million Brea center.

Because of heavy
season subscription au-
dience for the two main
shows in CRT's eighth
winter season, tickets to
the bonus *“‘Amy" even-
ing are over 90 percent
sold-out,

Patrons should check

R e S R

BREAADVOCATE

on current availability
with the CRT Box Office
by calling (714) 8796865,

Sheridan |s » veteran
CRT performer, having
been seen by Cabaret au-

diences in pagt
of “I Dot rDo stagings

Fantasticks," 340 ues
B;iedl A "Csnl;nlvﬂ!”lnd
e by e -
dheifm ot
Joining the musjca) ac-
tressin “‘Amy & Friends"
are fellow performers
Cherie L. Brown and
Eileen Sheridan of
Anaheim and Shelby
Grimm of Los Angeles,
Providing musical ac-
companiment for the per-
formers are Tom Brown,

piano; Jim Brown,
drums; and Ed Pin.
cusoff, bass.

Amy Sheridan conceiy-
ed the format for the
original musical evening.
She was joined by direc-
tor Susan Stauter jn
writing the show.

“The concept of ‘Amy
& Friends' first began

S in Brea

with my desire to take a
risk, to create an op-
portunity for me to grow
a8 a solo performer,” ex-
plained Sheridan.

‘"As we began to
develop and rehearse the
show," she continued, “It
became a friendly, warm
and upbeat showcase for
us to share our love of
music and our favorite
songs with the audience,”

Among the many
numbers in the revue are
popular Broadway show
standards, including "'As
Long as He Needs Me"
from Oliver!, “Shall We
Dance?" from The King
and I and ' What is a
Woman?” from I Do! I
Do!

Each of the performers
brings to “‘Amy &
Friends” the musical
idiom he or she loves
best, including numbers
In the pop, folk, country
and western and ‘“oldie
but goodie' genres.

The show’s elegant
costumes were created

by Pam‘l:d Johnson. -
is
Kevin cook. o 5/

icion el for iy
m “ll

Friends” are hot md
wine, spiced cider and a
popular ‘‘cabaret’’

dessert served at inter-
mission,

All seating is reserved,
when ordering season
tickets to the two main
shows "Last of the Red
Hot Lovers'" and “Under
the Gaslight.”

Tickets are available
by telephone (VISA or
MasterCard) charge, in
person or by mall order
addressed to: CRT, P.O.
Box 217; Brea, CA 92621,

Tickets to “Amy &
Friends” are $5. ($4 with
season ticket discount).

Carbaret Reperto;
Theater is a nonprofit
junct company produced
by the theater depart-
ment of California Stats
University, Fullerton. 1
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Approval of Edwards Theatres’ second phase postponed

Planning Commission
wants the city's staff
to provide more details
conceming complex

By Jennifer D'Andrea
Brea Progress

The Planning Commission on
Tuesday postponed voting on a
conditional use permit that
would allow Edwards Theatres
to build a 10-screen movie the-
ater complex in downtown Brea,
citing a lack of information sup-
plied by the city's staff mem-
bers

The proposed theater complex
would be located on Birch Street
between Walnut and Madrona

avenues, next to the 12-screen
Edwards Theatres that were
completed in September

The theaters form the center-
piece of the downtown's new
Birch Street Promenade, which
will feature restaurants and re-
tail shops

£6 We showed up tonight and looked at colored
pencil drawings virtually for the first time, and | don't
think that's adequate with all the controversy that's
swirling around the colors in the downtown. 99

BILL WORKMAN
Brea Planning Commissioner

The proposed theater complex,
which is slated for i
next year, has a contemporary
architectural style with a 54-foot
tower, in contrast to the nelgh-
boring theater’s art deco motif
and 60-foot tower.

The theater would measure
about 55,000 square feet and seat
approximately 2,200 patrons

Two pad buildings with store-
fronts for retail establishments
and restaurants are planned to
be attached to the front of the
theater and a courtyard box of-

fice will be located between the
pad buildings.

Commissioners told city staff
members that they want more
specific information regarding
the colors planned for the build-
ing, trash storage and pick-up,
and landscaping for an area be-
hind the building that faces the
Ash Street Cottages

Commussioners also requested
more details about the proposed
building’s neon lighting, signs

and outdoor lighting.

“We showed up tonight
and looked at colored pencil
drawings virtually for the first
time, and I don’t think that's ade-

uate with all the controversy
that’s swirling around the colors
in the downtown,” Commission-
er Bill Workman said

Colors planned for the building
include muted greens and yel-
lows and oranges with bright ac-
cents.

Workman wanted assurance
that the colors the commission
approves are the colors that will
be painted on the building

“We’ve had many, many pro-
Jjects come through us that we've
approved, and what we expect to
be the trim color is actually the
main color and it looks terrible,"”
Workman said. “Immediately
we hear about it (when that hap-
pens), whether it's Union Plaza,
the Gateway Center or the new
theater.”

Workman was also concerned
about developers using loud,
bright colors in order to draw pa-
trons.

The Planning Commission will
reconsider the conditional use
permit for Edwards Theatres at
an upcoming meeting

SR
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Wayne's employee, Funk ma-
neuvered the 250-pound victim to
the ground

It was just in time.

Roberts passed out almost as
soon as they were off the ladder,
Funk said
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CURTAIN RISES, CONTROVERSY ROLLS
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M. Loren Hernandez/Brea Progress
Neon lights outside newly opened
Edwards Theatres in Brea (top)
welcomed moviegoers inside
(left), where they found more
neon, as well as shiny floors and
free popcorn.

wise, if it helps the city, I think
it’s a good thing. There’s not a
whole lot to do in Brea anyway,
so it will give students something
to do.”

The colors do not appeal to
Brea resident Vickie Jones, 48,
although she likes the theaters.

“‘I_think (the. ) ALC. 4

W YOUR OPINION?: What do
Broa folks like yourself think of the
hew Edwards Theatres complex
downtown?/9

ed bright pink and purple tones
and presented modified draw-
ings to the council on Aug. S
Council members remained dis-
satisfied, finding the new color
scheme too vivid

City officials hired a color con-
sultant to work with Edwards.
‘The colors might be toned down
depending on the consultant’s

i C

r
an Bev Perry said 7

*I think the inside and outside
(of the theaters) are beautiful,”
Perry said. “'l1 know there’s been
a question about colors, and I
know people will either like them
or hate them. I'd rather have
that than people who don’t care.

“It’s a change and people don't
like change. It's very hard, but I
hope that when we're done peo-
ple will like (the new dowmown)

e proof will be 10 years from
now 1if pcople are happy about
downtown.”

Brea resident Ray Cranston
believes the city needed a new
downtown and is pleased with the
theater

““The location is great and the
architecture is excellent,” Cran-
ston said of the theater. *'It's spa-
cious and I like the art deco look.
The lighting 1s exciting and vi-
brant. I sort of miss the old Brea,
but I like the concept of redevel-
oping the old downtown area and

getting. neanle to.coma.h:
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Edwards Theaters’ new color choice has city seeing red

Councilman fears
time spent on issue
could delay opening

City officials on Tuesday told
Edwards Theaters . represcnta-
tives they are still dissatisficd
with the color scheme for the
first of two theaters being built
downtown.

The City Council previously ex-
pressed concern about the build-

ing’s colors during a meeting
June 17. An artist's rendering of
the 12-plex, art deco-style the-
ater’s earth tones was less vivid
than the council had initially ap-
roved, according to Director of
Development Jim Cutts
The drawings of the building
have been modified to include
bright pink and purple tones, but
councilmembers  still  disap-

prove. R
““You've put together a beauti-

colors we

ful building and the 5 Wi
saw (in the first drawing) didn't
do the building justice,” Council-
Woman Bev Perry told Edwards
representatives. *‘(The new col-
ors) are a little more than we
wanted. It made the building
come alive more to me, butit’s a
little much for the community.”*

Councilman Burnie Dunlap
was concerned that the delay in
choosing colors for the building
might postpone the theater’s

LIABILITY AND 3
COMPENSATION CLAIMS

» Adopt a resolution that would
increase the settlement author-
ity delegated to the city manager
for settling liability and workers’
compensation claims from $5,000
to $10,00(')‘. Approved 3-0.

h 03 Si

COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS

» The council appointed Clarice
Blamer, the Rev. Rick Marshall
and Larry Tarbell to the city’s
Housing Breans Advisory Board,
which 1s an affordable housing
review board.

No.

—_ by Jennifer D’Andrea

opening
The council will meet on Mon-
day to discuss the issue further.
ire other results of the
Brea City Council meeting Tues-
day night

PRESENTATIONS

» Third District Supervisor Todd
Spitzer gave the city of Brea a
$100,000 check for seismic retro-
fits for the OId City Hall buildin,
on Brea Boulevard, which will
become the new headquarters
for Brea Girl Scouts and Brea
Boy Scouts.

» Brea Olinda Unified School
District board members present-
ed the Leonard McKain Friend of
Education Award to the city of
Brea to recognize the city's coop-
erative relationship  with the
school district. The city has pro-
vided the D.A.R.E. program free
to elementary schools and has
maintained playing fields for
school and city use

A SR i e S I
WIRELESS COMMUNICATION
> Adopt an ordinance that estab-
lishes regulations for wireless
communication facilities such as
antennas. Approved. Mayor
Glenn Parker, Yes; Lynn
Daucher, Yes; Bev Perry, Yes;
Marty Simonoff, Yes; Burnie
Dunlap, Yes.

SPORTS COMPLEX

» Approve an amendment to the
city’s agreement with the County
of Orange regarding the Olinda-

i s B S B R
HOLIDAY OBSERVANCES

» Adopt resolutions that would
authorize the city manager to
change the city’s holiday obser-
vances from Dec. 24-Jan. 2 to
Dec. 24-26 and Dec. 31-Jan. 2. Ap-
proved 5-0.

LAW FIRM MERGER

» Approve an amendment fo an
agreement with the city attorney
that would recognize a firm’'s
name change from Markman,
Arczynski, Hanson, Curley &
Slough to Richards, Watson and
Gershon. Approved 5-0.

DOWNTOWN DESIGN i

» Approve an agreement with
RTKL Associates, Inc. to provide
architectural and urban design
services for the downtown revi-
talization project. The cost will
be based on hourly rates. Ap-
proved 5-0.

DRIVEWAY AND SIDEWALK
IMPROVEMENTS

» Approve plans for reconstruct-
ing the driveway of Fire Station
No. 1 on Berry Street and other
sidewalk improvements. Cost:
$128,000. Approved 5-0.

DOWNTOWN PARKING

»> Approve changes to a contract
for a parking structure in the
downtown and accept the con-
tract for the structure as com-
plete. Cost: $$38,438. Approved

BREA BOULEVARD

Alpha Landfill. The

i that the county will pay
the city $4 million to buy land for
a sports complex and will spend
about $4.25 million to widen Va-
lencia Avenue. Approved 5-0.

» Approve changes to a contract
for a project which consists of
widening Brea Boulevard from
Birch Street north to Bracken
Street. Cost: $16,110.27. Ap-




With construction set
to begin soon, City
Council gives mixed
reviews to first
model of promenade

By Vanessa Jezin
Brea Progress

can take a stroll, gather with

friends, dine at a variety of
ethnic restaurants, or bask in
the sun, all without having to
drive outside Brea

The City Councal recently
viewed a preliminary architec-
tural model of four of the six
new buildings that will make up
Birch Street Promenade, the
downtown redevelopment pro-
ject that has been in the works
for more than seven years.

Construction to complete the
22-screen Edwards Theater
complex on Birch Street is ex-
pected to begin this spring. The
separate 10-screen, 2,200-seat
theater is slated to be finished
by December. Unlike the art
deco-style 12-screen theater
which opened in November, the
new building will take on a
more modern style.

Council members were
pleased with the project’s pro-
gress, but some expressed con-
cern for the look of the buildings.

' magine a place where you

_““Let’s get going’’ was Coun-
cilman Burnie Dunlap’s reac-
tion to the model.

“It’s so exciting to finally see
some representation of what
can be down there,”” Dunlap
said. *‘I've been dealing with
this for seven years and I'm
Jjust enthusiastic about it.””

Jack E. Hancock/Brea Progross

At top, a view of the Edwards
Theatres from Birch Street and
Brea Boulevard. Construction of
the Birch Street Promenade,
which will be located on the
vacant area between the theaters
and the Gateway shopping
center, begins this spring. The
open-air promenade will feature
restaurants, retail shops, and loft
apartments. It is scheduled to be
completed in 1999.

Mayor Lynn Daucher said the
modern look will draw people to
the area.

is quite star-

on APRIL 9, 1998

BIRCH STREET REBIRTH

) W Dém\(owm
The b e Promensds
Birch Suest 220

each buildings’ height, mass,
and scale in relation to the oth-
er buildings in the area.

The council and the develop-

COMING SOON?

CIM Group is negotiating with

Fate of
old hotel
is bleak

City Council agrees
to look for other uses

By Vanessa Jezin
Brea Progress

The old Brea Hotel — the last
of the original downtown build-
ings still standing on Brea Boule-
vard s closer to being a thing
of the past

At Tuesday's City Council
meeting, council members re-
ceived a report from city staff
which concluded that a last ditch
effort failed to get money to reno-
vate the dilapidated structure

City Manager Frank Benest
said staff will propose alterna-
tive uses for the property within
30 days

“The interior is literally terri-
ble,” Benest said, refering to
slides which showed pictures of
the building. ““There’s dry rot,
structural problems ... It's cur-
rent condition is not suited for
residential or retail (use).

The city moved the 86-year-old
building in 1996 to its current lo-
cation at North Brea Boulevard
and Ash Street when Brea Boule-
vard was widened.

City Planner Jay Trevino s,'ud
the last hope of saving the build-
ing was trying to get grants to
fund the hotel’s restoration.

“There are not many grants
available, and those that are are
highly competitive,” Trevino

said.
Councilmember Glenn Parker




EDWARDS: THE SEQUEL 1T"S SUPER-FI'*]-

Planning Commission
approves second film
mplex for the Birch
Street Promenade

Iy Jonniter D'Andrea
rea Progrese

Brea is poing to the movies
gain

The Planning Commission on
* N approved a permit for
Sdwards Theatres to build a sec
nd movie theater complex on
Birch Street Promenade down
town

The 10-screen, 2,200-seat the
arer will have a contemporary
architectural design with a Si-
foot tower, mimicking  main
Atreet theaters that might have
been found in Los Angeles in the
Jate 1930s, Brea senior planner
David Crabree said

Slated for completion in De-
cember, the theater will be locat
€d on Birch Street between Wal-
hut and Madrona avenues, next
to the existing 12-plex theater
which opened 1n September.

Two pad buildings with store-
fronts for retail establishments
and restaurants will be attached
to the front of the theater. A
Courtyard box office with a cano-
PY marquee will be located be-
tween the pad buildings next to
the sidewnrk.

The two theaters will form the
Centerpiece of downtown's Birch
Steet Promenade, which will in-
clude shops and restaurants.

Edwards  Vice  President

nce the 10-plex is
o wdded
will be Edwards’ onty two
building megaplex in the
nation, (Edwards Vice
President Frank) Haflar
said

the theaters

theaters will be Edwards' only
two-building megaplex in the na
tion, Haffar maintained

Planning  Commissioners  in
December delayed voting on the
conditional use permit for Ed
wards, seeking more informa
tion from city planners about
theater colors, signs, neon light
ing and trash facilities, and land.
scaping for an areca behind the
building facing Ash Street Cot
tages.

The building's color scheme
will feature muted yellow, Rjreen,
orange and soft gold. The colors
Will be softer than those found on
the existing 12-plex and  will
match the natural shades of
background hills, Crabtree ob-
served.

Planning Commission chair-
man Richard Creagh requested
assurances from v planners
that the building's color scheme
won't be altered once it has been
approved.

““The color 1
color
righ

see here is the
I'll see when it goes up,
2" Creagh asked city plan-
‘ve been burned before. "

At the commission meeting,
Ash Street Cottage residents
James Blakely and Noah Albin
shared thsir conc.crns regarding

thaat, L
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Ryan Blake, left, and Justin Kernes join other children watching a Brea tire ladder as it s extended 80
the sky during a recent C y program.

Midbury Street gets closer to Brea

Frank Haffar said the existin, the. n,
————2L.said the existing



;Rh'dy_ Valentine Drew Breans To yf
Red Lantern In The Roaring 20

[
Brea was a show town back

in the Troaring 20's with n-n(f

J

theaters. and a movie house
called ‘The Red Lantern. On
the stage there Was vaudeville
knd occasionally a play, Ama.
teur. performances were put
on the various halls,

i+ cAfter two Years of unsuc.
oessful | attempts by uul-oh(
1 Promoters to  build L3
theater, local interests formed

mk-nlen;‘. and uie grand
OPening took place March 7,
1822, 2

hnd
© First Show
The first show opened with

music before the doors were
'WN  open ‘to a surprised
Public as they recelved their.
first look at the oriental dcco-;
rations and to hear the pipe}
organ, 1
The 'bill for opening night
headline stage attrac,
tions and Bebe Daniels star.
{ring film called in “A Game
Chicken”. 2
| Old Time Stars
. In the days to follow the
‘Red Lantern presented vaude-
ville, a stage play or two and
film stars and pictures
Marion Davies in “En-
tment”, Thomas Meighan
in ““Cappy - Ricks", .. Rudolph

Valentino and -Nazimova in

tcc:umme", Jack Holt in the

Farnum in “Perjury”,” Gloria

Swanson in “Under the Lash”,
: P,

2

“Nancy from Nowhere”, ’

Among the Red Lantern at. |wop the biggest ptize in the
tractions of 1922 were “Kus.
& variety | Eleeti e Rallway was running

[benefit for American Legion
the Brea Investment Company (Post 181 and a play cHllcdf:innlu Monica for $1.25,-Th
“The Girl and the Tramp®,

.| In March of that ycar ple-
tures of the Dumpmy-CurPun:

!

ley™, Viola Dana in “There An-l(icr fight were  shown, In
No Villlans®, n.-an.,\n-unlnlm.cp,"b‘., the Galvin p,,ya,.‘
0 ary es See o
“Her Winning \Vn)"',!p“s' nted a series of plays |
“White
in|postottice,

a tent theater opposite the

That was the year that Brea
Orange Show. The Paclfic

'mcumlons to Long Beach for,
/81 and to Newport, Balboa an

[Motor Transit Company w.
|n|)rml]m( from Pearson's Con,
feetlonery Store. |
At Olinda the Cleary At
letie Club and the Amnlzunz
ated " Oil Co, teams played
baseball, attracting larg
crowds, WD,
“'Toot Toot Tootsie®
Breans were whistling “Taot
Toot Tootsie” and “Carollna in
the Morning, while  thelr
player pianos and grama-
phones were playing - such’
pieces “as™ “Nola”, = “Dq ./ It/
Again”, “Teasing”,’ “Do D,
Blues” and “Just a lea. ave
Bareita PN Siagels
Cats whiskers radio receiv:
|ing sets were being built by
Bieans that year and the
newspapers were prlnnnzjn%
stuctions. L4 4 o]

; You could buy a ised:Ford
|

for as little as $110, a delivery,
car for §75. 1

In the national headlines
were such events as the mar-
riage of Princess Mary to Vis-

Rockefeller o Max  Oser,
Swiss riding master.

Bl A i bn

's.— Brea
1 ' Lantern,

se, back in

1922. William S. Hart and Wal]‘ace'i

Y

‘Reid “packed 'em in”, -




El Nino

_El Nino may bring mas-
Sive rains and massive
problems this fall and win-
ter. How can we help pro-
tect our homes and our-
selves? What are the phone
numbers we will need to
have handy in an emergen-
<y? How is our city prepar-
ing for the feared on:
slaught? Find answers to
these questions and more in
a special report on page 3 of
this issue of the Brea Pro-
gress.

. Inside
\IM m
Classitieds. 22

Neighbors
Northern Lights ::

Opinions

Police H

Real Estate Inside
' Sponts *

BREA

E) Nino is a periodic global climate
condition that causes huge pools of
warm tropical water to flow east
toward South America. Some of
the water curi north, warming the
ocean off Mexico and Southern

' SPECIAL EDITION

Calitornia Changes in wind dirgc-
ton also are associated with this
phenomenon, which produces
heavier-than-normal rain in the re-
glon and drought ¢ olse

IN THE REGISTER TODAY Find a color
graphic pointing out rouble spots throughout
the county and what has or hasn't been done
10 fix those spots. Also, what cities are in the
flood plain and what arens of the county are

whore in the world.

10 the effects of future
storms

OGRESS

A weekly newspaper with personality

PUBLISHED BY THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER ON THURSDAY OCTOBER 2, 1907

CURTAIN RISES, CONTROVERSY ROLLS
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ts outside newly opened

B YOUR OPINION?: What do
Brea folks like yoursell think of the
new Edwards Theatres complox
downtown?/9

ed bright pink and purple tones
and presented modified draw-
ings to the council on Aug. 5.
Council members remained dis-
satisfied, finding the new color
scheme too vivid

City officials hired a color con-
sultant to work with Edwards.
The colors might be toned down
depending on the consultant’s
recommendation, Councilwom-
an Bev Perry said,

*I think the inside and outside
(of the theaters) are beautiful,”
Perry said. “I know there's been
a question about colors, and I
know people will either like them
or hate them. I'd rather have
that than people who don’t care,

““It's a change and people don’t
like change. It's very hard, but I

Progress hope that when we're done, peo-

ple will like (the new downtown).
“Th. £will ha 0. £

¥
{

JETRE. y
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CLASSIC THEATER

First phase of Edwards
Cinemas boasts art
deco facade

By Jennifer D'Andrea
Brea Progress

Twelve new ciemas in the
Downtown Promenade will open
by Labor Day weekend, accord-
ing to David Crabtree, a senior
planner in the Development Ser-
vices Department.

he theme for the 12-screen,
2,500-seat theater is art deco n
an cffort to “capture a throw:.
back to classic theaters of old,’
Crabtree said. **The whole idea
is to create a downtown that feels
like it’s evolved over time, which
is rather tricky to do when build-
ing it all at once."

Councilman Burnie

Dunlap
der at

least one screen that features
foreign, art and classic films
*“They agreed that there’s a
arket for it,” Dunlap said.
“These films are not being
shown 1n north Orange County. I
suggested that they do some-
thing other than the Hollywood
kinds of big screen things. Ed-
wards has been very amenable
toat”

Family films are Council-
member Bev Perry’s prefer-
ence She recommended family
days or nights, featurmg films
rated ‘G’ or ‘PG’ so kids and
their parents can see a movie to-
gether

Competition from neighboring
theaters does not pose a threat
because of the uniqueness of the
area, said Eric Nicoll, redevelop-
ment services manager

“We fc‘el that this will do fine in

asked Edwards to

the mar and Edwards

certainly does or they wouldn't
be spending their money here,”
he said. ““The Birch Street Prom-
enade is the anchor for the down-
town. There's a compatible use
here between theater-goers and
specialty retail shops which
couldn't survive on their own
without that type of a draw.

The color scheme for the build-
ing is earth tones with olive met-
al work and light fixtures, but
“there’ll be some fun things,
t00,” Crabtree said, referring to
large neon sign for a facade
“It will have a variety of neon
colors. Our desire is to stay true
to the art deco theme of the build-
ing and some of the old movie
palace grandeur of the past
We're conscious of not wanting
the neon to overpower the build-
ing.

The front of the building boasts
a curved canopy on an otherwise

e building

use it a big box,”
Crabtree said, represents a
unique challenge to make 1t not
look like a big box. (It will have)
showcase windows to give it a
store-front facade look."”

The theater is one of two
planned for downtown. The sec-
ond theater lingers in the prelim-
inary stages of planming. It will
be smaller, with 10 screens and a
different look. Construction 1s
tentatively set for this summer.

*Parking was a huge concern
of the city’s, particularly when
the second building came into
Crabtree said. “We did
nt to make the same mis-
take with parking that the Irvine
Spectrum had when they first
opened. We studied the parking
issue pretty carefully and it looks
like we've provided ample park:
ing for the Birch Street area.”’

Squar
"B
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Cinema’s
design
revealed

By Jennifer D'Andrea
Brea Progress

The second Edwards Cinemas
building downtown wil] have con-
temporary design — a contrast
to the art deco theme planned for
the first set of Edwards theaters,
city planners said Tuesday.

“We're focusing on the archi-
tecture of the building at this
point and on the architecture of
the building in relation to other
buildings on Birch Street,”* City
Planner Jay Trevino said at a
Planning Commission study ses-
sion. “We're hoping for an eclec-
tic mix of architecture on Birch
Street. We're trying to avoid a
downtown that  fecls  over-
planned and that's not genuine.””

The first set of theaters, a 12-
plex, is scheduled to open in the
downtown by Labor Day week-
end. Its art deco motiff has been
discussed in the past. The second
set of theaters, consisting of 10
screens, will sit behind two build-
ings that will be used for retail,
planner David Crabtree said

An entrance court with a
curved canopy will face Birch
Street. A frec-standing box office
will be located between the two
buildings, Crabtree said

“The real Opportunity for ar-
chitecture on this building is on
the sides.” Treving said, since
the front of the building is cov-
ered by the retaj] shops.

Edwards suggested a contem-
porary look for the building, but
features such as theme and color
scheme have not_yet been ad.
dressed, Trevino s

Details for the firs




BREA THEATRE

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, AUG. 21 & 22

“Murder By The Clock™

William Boyd & Lilyan Tashman
»y Spine-chilling Drama
“Little Daddy”

Cre

WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY AUG. 26 & 27

ARIZONA"

Augustus Thomas’ most famous stage dramatization--
Now an equally distinguished motion picture. With
Laura La Plante, John Wayne and June Clyde: A Tense,
Vivid, Actionfull Story Packed full of Thrills, Football,
Army Scenes, Dramatic Situations.

Wednesday Nite--Ray’s Grocery Nite

Free Groceries---Fun for all

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, AUG. 28 & 29
DOUBLE BILL

“SECRET CALL"

With Richard Arlen and the New Sensational Star, Peg-
gy Shannon; and

-“BLACK.CAMEL"

Earl Derr Bxggers—chlrley Chan story with Wnrner ol-
and.

WEEK OF SEPT. lst.
“HUCKLEBERRY FINN” & “POLITICS”

Marie Dressler, Polly Meran in a riot of fun

Brea Theatre
Is Scheduling
IFine Pictures

Friday and Saturday of this wesk
the Nrea Theatre will show Mur'lor
by the Clock. This la a v thrill
Ing Alm, where a man {s

short houca. 3 "
yan Tashman shars the
thie plcture. Littls Dy
of Our Gang will also be

s two days.

S out-
standi- g picture.

dav and Saturday Aug. 2Sth
h there will be a double bill

vith Richard Arlea and
on. Miss Shanran wasg
1 on to substitute for
Eow in a picture when Clara had to
temporarily discontinue har screen
work, Her success was immediate
and  Paramount claims that this
team will build moving picture his-
tory. On these nights there will al-
=0 be shown “Plack Camel” and all
the Earl Deer Biggers fans will have
A chance to see one of the famous
Charley Chan sequences which are
|.uwxys HOT.
- During the week of Sept. 1st the
Brea Theatre management has ar-
ranged two knockout plctures. One
is Huckleberry Finn with that in-
comparable juvenile cast, Jackie
Coogan. Mitzi Green—in her blond

wig-—-and our own Jackie Searle. The

same week Politics 3 booke.
the world's leading female lau
¢t, Marie Dressler aad Polly M

193/
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BPAKE GRILL

3 easy ways 1o order:

1. Charge by phone with your Visa
or Mastercard

2, Visit our Box Office Monday - Friday
11 2m - 2 pm and 1 hour prior
10 show times,

3. Mail us your order with 2 check
or money order payable to the
City of Brea and 2 self addressed
stamped envelope to:

Curtis Theatre Box Office
One Civic Center Circle
Brez, CA 92621

October 31- November 24, 1991

Relive Rogers and Hammerstein’s unforgettable songs,
the triumph of love and the birth of a new state.

Performance Dates
October 31, November 1,2,7,8,9,14,15,16,21,22,23, at 8PM
November 3,10,17,24 at 3PM

Ticket prices are $12 for Fri. & Sat. evenings,
and $10 for Thur. evenings & Sunday matinees

All seating is reserved

Pre-Theatre Dining Package

T U i ’ (5 Make reservations through the Curtis Theatre Box Office for our

Pre-Theatre Dining Package available at
Tut’s Bar & Grill in the Brea Embassy Suites Hotel.
Prices are $27.50 for Friday & Saturday evening performances,

$25.50 for Thursday evening performances, and $17 for Sunday matinees.

Prices include elegant meal and live theatre performance.
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?“““ Curtis Thealre
= Brea Civic & Cultural Center

Curtis Theatre
Box Office
and Information
(714) 990-7722
=
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BREA — Neil Caplin and Dave
’h.‘:;:n dragged out the old set

Such amateurism, they chor
tled. Doesn't everybody know
:-lt. Pl”vfe‘lion..l sets aren't built

st

Caplin  and Engwall were

laughing at themselves and the

service as the “Charlie
Brown” construction crew by
En 's wife Mary, p &
manager for the show, the Brea
neighbors had labored painsta-
kingly over the simple set that
launched the new Theatre
League in August 1981.

ily, the Brea Theatre
proved as durable as its

first set. And to celebrate its |

10th season, the league is once
again presenting the musical
saga of the Peanuts gang, com-
plete with new cast and updated,

scenery.

Caplin and Engwall are mak-
ing encore appearances in set
and construction for the
. Because they're refur-
bishing and reusing some of
they said they
haven't had to fill a warchouse
with construction crews as in
Past years. And once again
they’re working side by side in a
back yard — this time at Caplin’s

new home in Yorba Linda.
Using Caplin’s visual arts ex-
Ppertise and Engwall's welding

teer crew are elaborating on the
older pieces, eadding a jungle
&ym and seesaw and swings, and
framing it all with a musical
fum  and  oversized
Eeometric accents. They figure
Percent of the set will be
Sompleted before they move into
the theater.

Stage experience has taught
the friends the importance of |
such percentages — and how to [
take advantage of theatrical |

shortcuts.  Like substituting |
lightweight luan construction |
material for heavy plywood,

eschewing wallpaper and staples
for a patterned paint roller, and
ignoring any detail problem that
can't be seen from 40 feet away.

Learning the shortcuts has led
to better and more elaborate
sets, according to Caplin, who
has designed numerous Brea
Theatre League sets and served
as a BTL board member.

Caplin, who runs his own de-
sign company called Production
House, said the problem is al-
ways trying to come up with “a
million-dollar set on a $2 |
budget.” Despite keeping an eye .
on costs, Caplin said his sets
have always been well-received. |
He considers “10 Little Indians” |
his best architectural statement.

Engwall, owner of Dave's Wel-
ding Service, has done set work
for 23 of the Theatre League's 25

A self-
detail man with a penchant for |
sturdy construction, he said the |
hard, physical labor of building |
and striking sets taught him to
take advantage of theatrical
shortcuts. But he said there’s no
easy way to get around functio-
nal elements like doors and stair-
cases that “really have to work.”

The staircase in “1940s Radio

Hour” was difficult, he remem-

Mayar, o ttaching lev
R T

| Sets, Brea Theatre League
showing signs of durabili

ELABORATE SET — The Brea Theatre League is gaining a for set

it makes it all worthwhile. We ©
have season tickets now, and a .|



oy CURTIS THEATER, @

Founding President Joe Falco |
said his goal in starting the Brea
'Theatre League was to help fill

“the North Orange County cultu-
ral vacuum” with a 9881.»
group that offered plays voou_o.
) had heard about, but never seen.

The league has accomplished its
goal, he said.

/ “Today, Brea has Art in Public
| Places and the Brea Gallery at
i the Civic Center, and the Brea
| Theatre League is fitting right in
| there,” he said.

, Max Sherwood
ﬁmﬂlesman;eamwoa‘te
Charlie Brown.”

The Brea Theatre League pro-
duction of “You're a Good Man,
Charlle Brown” opens June 7 and
runs for three weeks at the Curtls
Theatre In the Brea Civic & Cultu-
ral Center. Evening performances
begin at 8 p.m., with a 2 p.m.
matinee added on June 16.

Ticket prices range from $8.50
to $10 for the evening shows, and
$7.50 for the matinee. Group
discounts are avallable. |

For tickets and further Informa-'
tion, call (714) 524-6653. /

NSRS

ersary staging of “You're a Good Man,

t production for a 10th anniv.




Theater’s con

L oshie NEart Cavter
e stieeoed margitee over the squat bullding at
184 Nouth rea Rontevard reads simply “Brea " [t
Foohs Hike a0 0okt movie theatre even though that
SAMS MANHES How proclaims “Calvary Chapel”
and CWhete Jesus s Lo ™
A Anow tedpeable Rreans are aware, it was an
AN movie howse and itdidnt always have its
Tatgest attemdances on ‘\‘\mﬂﬁ mornings,
o1 . The old place looks forlorn,
apalogetic and abandoned
today as itstands there mute
0 its familiar spot in
downtown Brea awaiting its
fate atthe hands ofthe
municipal demolition squad
with the dreaded wreeking
ball
Sixtyfive years ago,
however, the draughty relic
presented a wholly different
Rl \ demeanor. All Brea flocked
anto what was then catled Pomana Avenue just to
soe for itseltthat marvel that local newspapers
called “a theatre equal to the finest in the state.
Far Rreans-and for Americans in general, for
hat mattor- 182 was a very good year tor
ontertarnment. Movies were action-filled and
opulent: “Robdin Hood," “Blood and Sand,” “The
Drasanerof Tenda ™ And people back then liked

A\~

o songs heavy onthe sentimental and melodice

betrays glamorous pas

[
- E L A
. B

 BAEA Sy i ,",~, Y

o
A
pies

stde so Tin Pan Alley came up with some L Se——

immortals: “A Kiss in th w e o
and “L'Amour.” kg Wonderiul OB )

The “Red Lantern,” pride of Brea and the first
theatre Intnwn,orcnwl itsdoors on March7,1922,
That exotic-sounding name, later to diminish to lhc‘
more prosaic “Brea Theatre,” had to do with the
butlding's interior, an abundance of red Chinese
“Tanterns. And they didn’t throw open the place with
amere “grand opening” banner, either, e
Floodlights swept the murky sky as the Brea
Municipal Band oompahed away at a milling erowd
of predominantly “shicks and their flappers,” as a
local paper reported. ‘

The soda shop next door did a roaring trade in
malts and sarsparilla as the revved-up throng in
the abiding joy of that night to remember,

Music wasn't confined to the Red Lantern’s
sidewalk because, during the intermission, those
who weren't at the snack bar splurging their
nickels and dimes on popcorn and Baby Ruths,
marveled at the costly Robert Morgan pipe organ
outthere in front of the stage in all its glory.
Perhaps the organist managed to sneak in a chorus
ortwo of “L'Amours Toujours L’Amour.” Folks
loved a good, old-fashioned sing-song in those days
with their pictures and there was no excuse for not
joining in; the words were right up there on the
screen.

The first feature film at the Red Lantern on that

s e

HEAVEN CAN WAIT— In earlier years the old Brea
Thestre's busiest times weren't Sunday mornings.
The former cinema now houses a Calvary Chapel,

Mk mighn so boms 270 really should have been
something 1o remmember, too. But they puton
sumethony c2lled “A Game Chicken™ starring
Swrpeons Bebe Daniels Actuzlly, that first night
anthence 38t czre They weren't there for the
mone. arveey. Just wanted 1o be 2 part of the thrill
ef izl X110 cents 2 seat they could 2fford it

but may soon be a victim of the wrecking ball as
redevelopment progresses.
—News Photo by Mike Kitada

Red Lantern. A star wasn't born that nighton the
old R.L’s stage, though, and that name “Gumm”
didn't stick But Francie's new one, Judy Garland,
sure did. .

Sad to relate that the little theatre will soonbe‘a t

ile of rubble. But keep your fingers crossed ;
getzuse. who knows, over the rainbow there nm{t-" 3

just be a reprieve for the Red 4

Then 21l we'd need would be another soda 4
pext door. Il have a sarsparilla. How aboutyou?

Erea Beat is a regular feature for the Highlander,
Lestis Stunrt Carteris a 21year resident of Breaand o




