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LANDMARK MAY GO
DOWN IN HISTORY

PRESERVATION: Repairs to the 1913 Brea Hotel are too
expensive, planners say, so demolition looms.

By ERIC CARPENTER
The Orange County Register
From Brea

he last original downtown
building standing in this city
seems headed for a date with a
wrecking ball.
The old Brea Hotel, opened in
1913, has fallen into such disrepair that
preservation costs are 60 times more than
destruction.

The Brea City Council is scheduled to
consider a proposal tonight to demolish
the Brea Boulevard hotel.

“‘At this point, I just don’t see any way to
prg:erve it,” Councilman Burnie Dynlap
said,

The dilapidated building needs $1.5 mil-
lion in improvements. Demolition would
cost $24,900.

If the hotel does go, 20 townhouses might
eventually fill the surrounding block.

The possibility of losing the only re-

==
M maining piece of Brea’s historic down-

town disheartens some residents.

Already, they have seen many old struc-
tures razed to make way for shopping cen-
ters and entertainment complexes.

“Iunderstand they don’t think it’s worth
saving,” said Wilma Sauer, a Brea resi-
dent for 34 years. ‘“But I think it’s part of
our history. There’s not much left, and I'm
sorry about that.”

The Brea Hotel was to become part of a
Heritage Block, a row of historic buildings
within the downtown redevelopment zone.

But the two other buildings intended for
the block were demolished in recent years
when they could not be relocated.

The city has worked with local preser-
vationists since 1991 to find donations or
grants for the hotel, but efforts fizzled.

“We’ve gone out of our way to try to
save the hotel,” said Lisa Donnell, senior
planner. “But nothing worked.”

D> PAST: The Brea Hotel was cnce “the center

of everything.” Metro 5. -

EUGENE GARCIA/The Orange County Register

NOW AND THEN: Brea Hotel, decked out in

bunting during its glory days, above, now sits ready
for demolition, below, on Brea Boulevard.

o - - igrant
oil ‘workers looking for an inex-
pensive place to stay.

\ The two-story building, origi-
nally called the Kinsler Hotel,
immediately = flourished and
helped bring more businesses
into Brea’s downtown.

- “That area became the center
of everything in Brea,” said
Sharon Dean, a 54-year resident
and former Brea Historical Soci-
ety president.

In the mid-1930s, the hotel got a
new name — The Sherman— and
a new look, Wood siding was hid-
‘den by stucco and awnings were

‘added. The first floor was con-

‘.yerted to retail space, eventually
“occupied by a barber shop and a
pool room,

lines walls of

The Brea Hotel, opened in
1913, seems destined for de-
molition since repair costs
are 60 times more expensive
than destruction. Story on
Metro 1

Need for the hotel waned as
bigger and more luxurious com-
petitors moved in. But even after
the hotel’s closing, the building
remained a reminder of Brea’s
early days and continued to
serve as a retail center.

These days, the building 1S
crumbling.

It was just strong enough to
survive a 1996 move down Brea
Boulevard to the road’s intersec
tion with Ash Street. Now the ho-
tel, the city’s last historic com-
mercial building, faces demoli-
tion. City Council members will
consider its destruction tonight.

City officials said efforts to
preserve the building failed to at-

tract sufficient funding.
The city began wnx for a

Brea Hotel

way to save the hotel in 1991,
when it launched a 60-acre down-
town redevelopment.

The hotel was to be one of sev-
eral buildings moved to a 1.2-
acre Heritage Block, then fixed
up. Four historic homes were re-
located to Redwood Avenue. But
the commercial buildings were
not as fortunate. The Wall build-
ing burned down. Sam’s Place
and La Habra Valley Bank were
too rickety to move and were de-
stroyed.

“The hotel may not be able to
be saved,” Dean said. ‘‘But we
need to find a place to recognize
Brea’s history.”




Fate of’

old hotel
is bleak

City Council agrees
to look for other uses

By Vanessa Jezin
Brea Progress

The old Brea Hotel — the last
of the original downtown build-
ings still standing on Brea Boule-
vard — is closer to being a thing
of the past.

At Tuesday's City Council
meeting, council members re-
ceived a report from city staff
which concluded that a last ditch
effort failed to get money to reno-
vate the dilapidated structure.

City Manager Frank Benest
said staff will propose alterna-
tive uses for the property within
30 days.

“The interior is literally terri-
ble,” Benest said, refering to
slides which showed pictures of
the building. ‘“There’s dry rot,
structural problems ... It's cur-
rent condition. is not suited for
residential or-retail (use).”

The city moved the 86-year-old
building in 1996 to its current lo-
cation at North Brea Boulevard
and Ash Street when Brea Boule-
vard was widened.

City Planner Jay Trevino said
the last hope of saving the build-
ing was trying to get grants to
fund the- hotel’s restoration.

“There are not many grants
available, and those that are are
highly competitive,” Trevino
said.

Councilmember Glenn Parker
said the city has exhausteg fyery

Abfant tommacawrs tha

|

ALEX GARCIA / Los Angeles Times

Karen Cole of Newport Beach remembers visits with her grandmother at the Brea Hotel, which is being demolished

Dislodged History

Brea Hotel Falls Victim
to Unexceptional Past,
Present State of Disrepair

By JEFF GOTTLIEB
TIMES STAFF WRITER

Karen Cole was driving home from business
in Diamond Bar recently when something
clicked as she passed the Brea Canyon Road
exit on the Orange Freeway.

As she pulled off the freeway, it all felt so
familiar, even though it had been nearly 40
years since she had last been in Brea. Without

“It's my farthest back memory of my
grandma,” Cole said.

Soon that memory will be all Cole has. The
Brea Hotel, the last commercial building left
from Brea's old downtown, is being demol-
isfhed. Despite numerous efforts, it was impos-
sﬂ_)le to build support for a building that lacks a
glitzy past and sits in the shadow of the symbol
of modern Brea: The Birch Street Promenade,
with its 22-screen Edwards Cinema, restau-
rants, shops and two parking structures with
1,900 spaces, is being built just up the street.

Jane O’Brien, president of the Brea Histori-
cal Society, said she is saddened that this piece
pf history will be lost. “It's really a shame that
it's going down, but I can understand it. The

Continued from Bl :
redevelopment plan to build a her-l
itage square made up of the city’s
oldest buildings. The hotel was!
even moved 100 feet north and 30
feet east—at a cost of $191,000—to
make way for the widening of Brea
Boulevard.

But now, the hotel will be torn
down. The city has not been able to
find enough grant money to give it.
new life, and no developer has
come forward with an acceptable
plan for the aging structure.

Built in 1913, the Brea was never
the Ritz. At first, workers in
nearby oil fields lived there, and
eventually it became a residential
hotel for older men. No one has
lived there for about 20 years, and

. the shops on the first floor moved

" out eight or nine years ago.

Today, the hotel sits alone, buff-
ered by empty lots on either side,
surrounded by a chain-link fence.

Clara Wright, Cole’s grand-
mother, owned the hotel from 1950
to 1960. Each week, Cole's mother
would drive her and her sister from
their home in West Covina to Brea
to visit their grandmother before
the children went to their ballet
and tap lessons down the street.

Cole remembered walking past
the men sitting in the lobby, past
the water cooler and going up the
stairs to her grandmother’s room.
“T cried when I pictured her bed-
room window,” she said. “In those
days you could just about open the
window and fall out.”

Cole’s family moved to Arizona
when she was 6, but she returned
to Orange County to work as a
human resources consultant for an
Irvine.accounting firm. Her grand-
mother died in 1986, at 94.

A few years ago, Cole's husband,
Greg, who arranges financing for
commercial development, spent
some time in Brea on a project. He
had told his wife that he had driven
by the hotel. and she thought about.




BREA HOTEL GOING
DOWN, BOARD BY BOARD

Umberto Arngulo, above, wields his pick Tuesday to remove the
facade at the top of the old Brea Hotel as workers begin
demolition of the last original downtown structure in Brea. On
Thursday, a bulldozer will knock down the hotel at Brea
Boulevard and Ash Street. Preservationists had wanted to restore
the building, which was built in 1913, but the City Council opted
for demolition.

ROOF
REMOVAL: A
worker helps to
take apart the
roof of the old
Brea Hotel on
Tuesday. The
boards were
salvaged for
reuse.
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CHECKING OUT

Ongoing demolition
of Brea Hotel paving
way for townhomes

By Vanessa Jezin
Brea Progress

irt and some wooden

boards will soon be all

that remains at the
south corner of Brea Boulevard
where the Brea Hotel stands.

Demolition was set to culmi-
nate this week after two weeks
of asbestos removal cleared the
way for a project that includes
more housing for Brea’s urban
downtown.

Before long, the soon-to-be
vacant lot will bustle with con-
struction workers developing

'the 40 townhouses planned for
the site.

The south side of Brea Boule-
vard will contain 20 townhouse
units, with 20 more to be built
on Orange Avenue, acting as a
buffer between planned retail
stores on Birch Street and exist-
ing homes.

Each unit will comprise three
bedrooms for an average of
1,332 square feet, and is expect-
ed to sell for between $180,000
and $250,000.

The area will also see con-
struction of a fire station to the
north of the planned town-
houses on Brea Boulevard to ac-
commodate the expected influx
of residents and patrons of the
new downtown currently under
construction.

Approval of the project by the
Planning Commission had been
set for Nov. 10, but was delayed

LEFT: Alfred
Munoz, an on-
site inspector
hired through
the City of
Brea, watches
asbestos re-
moval at the
soon-to-disap-
pear Old Brea
Hotel.




History lines walls of Brea Hotel

CITIES: The building
was once the ‘center of

- everything’ in Brea's

historic downtown.

! By ERIC CARPENTER

The Orange County Register

BREA — The opening of the
Brea Hotel in 1913 was welcomed
by a growing number of migrant
oil workers looking for an inex-
pensive place to stay.

The two-story building, origi-
nally called the Kinsler Hotel,
immediately flourished and
helped bring more businesses
into Brea’s downtown.

““That area became the
of éve in Bre said
aron _Dean ;ﬂ_ﬂ_sm

and former Bréa Historical Soci-
z

In the mid-i9305, the hotel got a
newname — The Sherman —and

a new look. Wood siding was hid- |

den by stucco and awnings were
added. The first floor was con-
verted to retail space, eventually
occupied by a barber shop and a
pool- r%um.

ON METRO 1
The Brea Hotel, opened in
1913, seems destined for de-
molition since repair costs
are 60 times more expensive
than destruction. Story on
Metro 1

Need for the hotel waned as
bigger and more luxurious com-
petitors moved in. But even after
the hotel’s closing, the building
remained a reminder of Brea’s
early days and continued to
serve as a retail center.

These days, the building is
crumbling.

It was just strong enough to
survive a 1996 move down Brea
Boulevard to the road’s intersec-
tion with Ash Street. Now the ho-
tel, the city’s last historic com-
mercial building, faces demoli-
tion. City Council members will
consider its destruction tonight.

City officials said efforts to
preserve the building failed to at-
tract sufficient funding.

The city began looking for a

way to save the hotel in 1991,
when it launched a 60-acre down-
town redevelopment.

The hotel was to be one of sev-
eral buildings moved to a 1.2-
acre Heritage Block, then fixed
up. Four historic homes were re-
located to Redwood Avenue. But
the commercial buildings were
not as fortunate. The Wall build-
ing burned down. Sam’s Place
and La Habra Valley Bank were
too rickety to move and were de-
stroyed.

~ HOTEL TO VACATE

absent.

A contract was awarded to C.
R. Gann Demolition Inc. for as-
bestos removal and demolition of
the hotel, and a draft supplement
to the Program Environmental
Impact Report for the City’s
Downtown Master Plan was ap-
proved.

The council action ratified the
Planning Commission’s Oct. 13
‘recommendation to demolish the
hotel.

Council’s 4-0 vote

means the city’s last
original downtown
structure is doomed

By Vanessa Jezin
Brea Progress

A prominent piece of Brea’s
history — the last original down-
town building — is set to become

is unavoidable,” said City Man-
ager Frank Benest. The hotel
needed $1.5 million in improve-
ments; demolition costs $24,900.

Built in 1913, the hotel was to
have become part of Heritage
Block — a row of historic build-
ings including the old Sam’s
Place and La Habra Valley Bank
— for a revitalized downtown.
Deemed structurally unsound,
gh;: l;tter buildings were demol-
ished.

and alternatives to save the Brea
Hotel ended Tuesday when the
City Council voted 4-0 to demol-
. ish the 86-year-old building.

LAN' Councilwoman Bey Perry was feasibility; therefore, demolition Site.

Failure to obtain funding for

I
\
iy nat be able tq. ‘ a thing of the past. X : indir
fT[éh igho‘t“el ot : Two years of seeking funding preservation of the dilapidated
0

" Dean said, “But we ||
nee ind a place to recognize ||
{Brea’s history.” {

|

building — an estimated 60 times
costlier than destruction — led to
its doom, according to city staff.

“We’ve concluded financial in-

THURSDAY OCTOBER 22, 1998

On Oct. 13, a presentation to
the Planning Commission re-
vealed plans for 20 townhouses.
and a fire station at the hotel’s

- DOWN IN HISTORY

PRESERVATION: Repairs to the 1913 Brea Hotel are too
expensive, planners say, so demolition looms.

By ERIC CARPENTER
The Orange County Register
From Brea

he last original downtown
building standing in this city
seems headed for a date with a
wrecking ball.
The old Brea Hotel, opened in
1913, has fallen into such disrepair that
preservation costs are 60 times more than
destruction. -

The Brea City Council is scheduled to
consider a proposal tonight to demolish
the Brea Boulevard hotel.

‘“At this point, I just don’t see any way to
preserve it,”” Councilman Burnie Dunlap

said.

The dilapidated building needs $1.5 mil-
lion in improvements. Demolition would
cost $24,900.

_ If the hotel does go, 20 townhouses might
eventually fill the surrounding block.

The possibility of losing the only re-

maining piece of Brea’s historic down-
town disheartens some residents.

Already, they have seen many old struc-
tures razed to make way for shopping cen-
ters and entertainment complexes.

“Iunderstand they don’t think it’s worth
saving,” said ' Wilma Sauer, a Brea resi-
dent for 34 years. “‘But I think it’s part of
our history. There’s not much left, and I'm
sorry about that.”

The Brea Hotel was to become part of a
Heritage Block, a row of historic buildings
within the downtown redevelopment zone.

But the two other buildings intended for
the block were demolished in recent years
when they could not be relocated.

The city has worked with local preser-
vationists since 1991 to find donations or
grants for the hotel, but efforts fizzled.

‘“We’ve gone out of our way to try to
save the hotel,” said Lisa Donnell, senior
planner. “‘But nothing worked.”

P> PAST: The Brea Hotel was once “the center
of everything." Metro 5

EUGENE GARCIA/The Orange County Register

NOW AND THEN: Brea Hotel, decked out in

bunting during its glory days, above, now sits ready

for demolition, below, on Brea Boulevard.
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Hotel Open House
~ Occurs Tomorrow

i y
'NEW SHERMAN ADDS FACILI-
i‘ TY TO BREA CITY'

\

Entirely renovated and remod-
eled the New Sherman hotel at
106 North Pomona avenue is hav-
ing its open house tomorrow all
day, and the people of Brea and
vicinity are dinvited to call and
look the plgce over.

It was about sixty days ago that
C. L. Dersch of the Erle hotel of
Fullerton began the job of re-
conditioning. the former Ozark
hotel, getting it ready for busi-
ness. For a number of years he
had been at the head of the Erle
and was induced by the owmers of
.that hotel and the Ozark to take
over the Brea place also. In the
meantime the Erle has been sold
‘and Mr. Dersch will give all his
time here. He and Mrs. Dersch
will have an apartment at the
New Sherman.

In: addition to repainting, re-
wiriRg and reconditioning general-
ly, Mr. Dersch has had two addi-
tion&l stall showers placed in the
building, one each for men and
women, with dressing space at-
tached to each. These are in ad-
dition to the tub baths. In all the
rooms there are complete new bed
outfits,

The lobby has been re-arranged
to make it very attractive, with
'new rugs and curtains, new furni-
ture and appliances. Drapes are
to be installed between the lobby
and the dining room that may be
Arawn in *he evening and thus
separate the lobby.

J
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Record Ch_ristmas
Gales Made By
Local Merchants

Benefit of Remaining
Open Evenings Is
Generally Agreed To

The city’s Christmas business this
year reached an all-time record vol-
ume of sales, it appears from a sur-
vey of local firms made this week.
With some stores reaching double
their sales volume on certain days.in
December this year as compared to
their sales in 1944, it was believed
that an average of about $1,000
more per day was spent with Brea
merchants in 1945.

Although Christmas merchandise
was hard to get, local stores repo.ted
shelves. fairly well stocked until near
the end of the buying rush on Mon-
day.

The main shopping block ax South
Pomons presented a different -ap-
pearance during the Christmas buy-
ing this year, with several new stores,
and with most of the local mer-
chants, including some grocery stores
and services, such as cleaners, re-
maining open . evenings until 8
o’clock.

The general opinion of store own-
ers who made the experiment of
remaining open evenings was that
it paid real dividends, both to them
and to shoppers who would not oth-
erwise have found the time to make
a thorough search for the merehan-
dise they wanted. There were ex-
ceptions to this opinion, however.

Since stores in other towns nave
consistently remained open-evenings
during the Christmas season, it was
evident that Breans were going io
shop in them during the evenings 10
the exclusion of local stores.

Several local merchants have also
expressed their intention of re-
maining open on Saturday evenings
to accomodate week-end buyers, ef-

BRER

In Operation
At Brea Hotel

Mrs. Blanche' Duran has- an-
nounced that the Pacific-Electric
Bus Depot is now in full opera.tion

facilities. -
The bus company requests that all

tickets for long trips: be: bought it

ttie office here in order to save the

‘time of the drivers. All busses will

make regular stops at the-hotel from
now on, and information on sched-
ules and such matters will be avail-
able there.

Until the new station was estab-
lished, Breans have been in the

waiting in all kinds of weather at
the street corners for their trans-

portation. The new office will mean
much to the passengers’ comfort and
convenience.

Mrs. Duran, who with her son is
owner of the hotel, reports that the
bus office will be open from 9 a.m.
till 9 pm. She said that new furn-
ishings and redecorations are also
planned for the office when mate-
rials are available,

Paul LaPrelle
Visits Here After
3 Years In Army

fective January first.
All of the local storee eveent enme

Paul LaPrelle, who used to he

in the Brea Hotel, with a comforta- (!
ble waiting room and a.llvnecessa.ry I

category of orphans for bus service, (-
women who have contributed 200.

The many Brea women who have
contributed generously of their time
to Red Cross work during the war
and are now eligible to receive cer-

‘tificates of award for it, should see

Mrs. Roxie Gotterba, who is in
charge of Red Cross production
here.

Kenneth L. Ahl acting execu-
tive secretary of the North Orange

County Chapter:of Red Cross-in Pul-
‘lerton, said that-.Brea's production |
record throughout the war has been |

outstanding, .and has set the pace
for all- the other branches in the
area.

He attributed the outstanding lo-~
cal record to the work of Mrs. Got-
terba, and expressed Red Cross’
gratitude for her leadership.

The. certificates are available to

hours or more of their time in mai-
ing bandages, dressings, hospital
supplies, and the many other items
distributed by the agency through-
out the world.

Elan Candle Co.
Has New Home

Miss Ann Greisel of Elan.Candle
Company believes this week in two
important factors in life—Santa
Claus, and advertising.

And many Breans who were anx-
ioug to heln Flan find new auarters
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tain his tab by pre
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on the lower left-J
the card. ]
Meehan said the
Card should shows
present address. 1
has moved he shoujiies
old address and prig
address carefully in
Registration card wil
the address on the
Local residents
registration renewallilis
warding the fee andfie
tration cud. COITed
to the Department ol
at 700 East Broadw
Currency should
payment of renewal
bank or express m
fled or cashier's
Fees become deli
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: j : Red Cross Award Santa €laus Host
New Busi DEDOt Certificates)Are = To Kiddies At
‘Now Available For Secur g Theater Party

About 350 of Brea’s childn
thronged to the Brea Theater la
Saturday morning and afternoc
and Dump Myatt heid forth with
series. of short subjects while B
Rodger-made personal arrangemer
with Sants: Claus, and it all add
up to . gay party and a fine sta
for the kids on their first peace-tit
Christmas in- years.

Rainy weather kept some of =
youngsters home. but the turnc
was good despite it. There was cx

assisted this year by Mr. Myatt 1
the theater

Victory Bond Sale

'Way Over Quota

Brea’s eighth and final war bo
drive was over-the top this week.
great a success as its seven prede
essors. with a total of $135,650
mdmoual and corporation bo
sales.

The city’s quota was $100.000.
Bonds are still for sale, howev
and will continue to be at all tir

night, February 4t

when the Oilfields Bank and t
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New Bus Depot
In Operation
At Brea Hotel

Mrs. Blanche Duran has an-
nounced that the Pacific-Electric
Bus Depot is now in full operation
in the Brea Hotel, with a comforta-
ble waiting room and all necessary
facilities.

The bus company requests that all
ticketc for long trips be bought it
tl.e office here in order to save the |
time of the drivers. All busses will
make regular stops at the hotel from
now on, and information on sched-
ules and such matters will be avail-
able there.

Until the new station was estab-
lished, Breans have been in the
category of orphans for bus service,
waiting in all kinds of weather at
the street corners for their trans-
portation. The new office will mean
much to the passengers’ comfort and
convenience.

Mrs. Duran, who with her son is
owner of the hotel, reports that the
bus office will be open from 9 a.m.
till 9 p.m. She said that new furn-
Ishings and redecorations are also
planned for the office when mate- |
rials are available. J
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OLDIE BUT HISTORICAL GOODIE—
the Brea Hotel. Opened in 1913, it ha

s survwed all these years,

‘if'a

vecemaber 17, 1900

That is Brea's only hotel, ,.; still offering single rooms for $60.a month, despne inklings
redevelopment by ,the city of-Brea. . -
- —Photo by Michael Kit:

- ,-.,

The little hotel that time forgot

By Leshe Stuart Carter
Let’s face it, if you're

looking for the

Sheraton-Hilton, you're

not about to check into -

the Brea Hotel by mis-
take.

-Still and all, despite
its indelibly working
class tag, the 22-room,
five-apartment estab-
lishment at 108 North
Brea Blvd. has a lot go-
ing for it and a whole lot
more that already went.
For one thing, the place
just happens to be the
only bona fide hotel in
our town. That’s right,
the two-story Brea Ho-
tel has this rather start-
ling distinetion. Oh,
sure, we’ve got rooming
houses and boarding
houses and a whole
gaggle of motels but,
yet, just one classified
hotel.

Actually, it’s been
that way ever since 1913
when a gent named
Bowen and his ‘son-in-
law, M.J. McCarty,
proudIy threw open the
doors and revealed
their splendid hostelry
for the first time.

That section of Brea
Boulevard between
Birch and Lambert

hich, in those days was

‘called “Pomona Av—‘

enue,” 1ooks very much
the same now as it did
then although, accord-
ing to a photo hanging.
in Canning’s Hardware"
‘Store, there was only
empty ground behind
the buildings on
Pomona.

Like the rest of its en-
virons, the Brea Hotel

has changed but little in’

those seven decades
even though it
subsequently lost a
neighbor when that cor-
ner building got itself
relocated around on
Ash Street. That
neighbor put one over
on the old hotel by get-
ting itself featured in
the 1976 hit movie “Sil-
ver Streak’’ which
starred Gene Wilder
and Richard Pryor.

When Messrs McCarty
and Bowen opened the
hotel they shared the
premises with Vern
Russell’s barber shop, a
pool hall and a cafe,
three emblems of that
simpler age, In 1913,
though, the world
around those rough-
hewn denizens of
Pomona Avenue was
about to change for
ever

Brea Beat

vious year, the mighty”

“Titanic” had sunk into .

the frigid North
Atlantic on her maiden

. voyage after colliding.

with an iceberg. Faulty:
seamanship, an over-
worked radio operator
and wanton indiference
to numerous reports of
ice in the area sent the

huge vessel 2 % miles
deep to the ocean’s bot-..:-
. tom with 1,500 souls.. -

A year after the Brea
Hotel’s first guests
looked from the'ir
windows at the vehicu-

lar panorama on"

Pomona Avenue, the
world went mad and
gave a war and a lot of
innocents went. They
called it “The Great
War” but the only thing
“great” about it was the
slaughter of millions
from the flower of the
globe’s manhood.

Survivors of the-

trenches' unspeakable

“horrors returned to a

more permissive world.
With a curious inevita-
bxhty, the crate shaped

LYY

sx»20nApril 14 of the ~PI§l«-..reputauon.,locally best
a s alréddy begun-desp

descrlbed

for the: pi‘ace h

-“unsavory.” But it's all.. the “on-borrowed tim

dlfferent now. Today
the .modest hostelry is;«
home for 40 1‘emdents\t
including six children. .
Oddly, the hotel w1th
the red-and-white

-threat from the City
' Brea’s redevelopme

" project..

“We?é‘“going for
new, family appea:
sald white-bearde

awnings has no frontal-.. Brooklyn-born To

sign, giving it an anony- -

mous aura. Some years -
ago a tasteful sign was
commlssmned through

Lawson, a four-ye
resjdent and form
manager. “Me and Ru
(Stone, current ma

-and’ ceremomously - ager): wdrk together

hung for all.to see as
they passed along teem-
ing Brea Boulevard.
Trouble. was that the "

‘sign painter, in direct
defiance of an' unwrit- -

ten edict requu'mg folks
in his profession should :
be able to spell, had .
painted BREA HOTEL. -
The Brea Hotel's wide
main corridor’ is a tell-
tale revelatign of the

building’s venerability; ~f

the $60 per month rents 3}

rgom an in- 4 i
for 4 single o \ and suggestions for f

dication of thie spartan

make the guests feel
home: - S,

Merry Christma
Cassie}and better, mc
golden days to come |
you.

Brea Beat is a regu.
- feature.of the Br:
Hzghlander Leslie Stw
.Carter is a 21-year re
dent of Brea and a nat;

-of London, England. .

has written freelan
articles for a variety
newspapers an
magazines. Commen

¢ ture columns are-w:
living cogditions comed. Write:Brea Be
‘The Brea Highlande
1227 E. Yorba Lin«

within. The: communaI,
showers and toilets are,
however, clean and a
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St aaked the

v} and John Nash of

ly the total
county, whi

has . ever taken part.”

. The' "club members

greatly entertainmen

dancing lg
e

deaux of

enjoyed

F‘uuerhqn high school
A Brea gram-
, | Tar-schoal, with Miss Cecile Temi-
pleman at the piano,
Spanish dance, Nash a tap dance,
and the two g swing dance, all
cleverly done, b

with
Culp to contact corporations
for donations and W, g, Fanning
in of merchants cards,
Announcement that the Associ-
ated Chamber of Cpmmerce would
meet here, if invited, on December
10 was made by Corb Sarchet
and on a motion by Ed Peterkin
it was voted to have a committee

Guests of the club included W.
W. Hay and H. H. Hart of Los
Angeles of the Union Oil company;
Joe Peterson of Santa Ana; Bob

Bill Rogers of Fullerfon and Mark
Sarchet with - Earl’ Templeman;
Russell Sage with Howard Robin-
Herb Bergen, Joe Néuls and Carl
Harvey were named a committee
to for the annual high
school football banquet.
The county council of Lion clubs
will meet next Monday night at
Santa Ana, ;
Brea club woman ladies, serv-
ing the luncheon, included Mrs.
Glenn Curtis, Mrs. Ed Peterkin,
Mrs. Joe Neuls, Mrs. Russell Sage,
Mrs. A. A. Voorhees, Mrs. L. M.
Carey and Mrs. Howard Robinson.

Postmaster Mike Hogue an-
nounced the setup for employers
in putfing into effect the federal
social security old age pension
plan and asked the co-operation
of all employers. - ¢

t

DEATH OCCURS OF .
MOTHER OF BREANS

E. L. Nelson of 110 Redwood
and W. I. Nelson of South Pomona
avenue were called to the city of
Pomona last Friday by the serious
illness and consequent death of
their mother, Mrs. Sena Nelson of
that city. Her death occurred Fri-
d:ﬂ and funeral ceremonies were
held Monday at the Todd-Reeves
dutgzl in Pomona, with interment
in the Pomona cemetery. Mrs. Nel-
son’s passing followed a long ill-
Ness, /

In addition to the two sons, liv-
ing in Brea, there also survive the
hi Nelson of Pomona,

omona, and Mrs, Walter
vis of Roosevelt, Okla.

FIRE AT HIGH SCHOOL
The Brea fire department was

cHIS"year, or approximate-
Population of Orange
le during the past two

t: provided in
Miss Abexp‘dine Rubi-

She gave a

Isbell of Olinda with Elmer Guy: |

88 & Loan. The first purchase
was of the residence at 350 Red-

wood. Recently p
and y:;:;}et&he ;lot&l acci- | moved into thi hﬁfx?; g-})llln I;I:I.:
persons | former location at 1.
in all the| Mr. Sarles o hr

other purchase was
217 Orange. It is his
redecorate and re-
the purpose of rent-

J. P. Burnison hag urchased
home at 325 South %vunux ttg;
thé Mutual ‘Bullding & Loan and
has moved there from the corner
of Imperial and Poplar,

Another change of property is
the residence at 263 South Poplar,
which has been bought Wayne
Nelson of 324 South W ut. The
Nelsons have moved into their
new home. b h

A new family in Brea ig that of
Roy Creason of Needles, recently
coming here and moving into the
residence at 104 North Orange.
Another new resident also is Mrs.
Winnie Luther of Olinda, who hag

model it for

Albert White info

the residence at
117 Laurel,, .

Hotel Open House
- Occurs Tomorrow
NEW SHERMAN ADDS FACILL-

TY TO BREA CITY’

\

Entirely renovated and remod-
eled the New Sherman hotel at
106 North Pomona avenue is hav-
ing its open house tomorrow all
day, and the people of Brea and
vicinity are invited to call and
look the place over.

It was about sixty days ago that
C. L. Dersch of the Erle hotel of
Fullerton began the job of re-
conditioning\ the former - Ozark
hotel, getting it ready for busi-
ness. For a number of years he
had been at the head of the Erle
and was induced by the owners of
.that hotel and the Ozark to'take
over the Brea place also. In the
meantime the Erle has been sold
and Mr, Dersch will give all his
time here. He and Mrs. Dersch
will have an apartment at the
New Sherman.

‘Inc addition to repainting, re-
wiring and reconditioning general-
ly, Mr. Dersch has had two addi-
tion4l stall showers placed in the
‘building, one each for men and
women, with dressing space at-
tached to each, These are in ad-
dition to the tub baths, In all the
rooms there are complete new bed
outfits,

The lobby has been re-arranged
to make it very attractive, with
new rugs and curtains, new furni-
ture and appliances. Drapes are
to be installed between the lobby
and the dining room that may be
Arawn in t*he evening and thus
separate the lobby.

MOVED INTO HARDY HOME

—

. S
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Tracey,
who have been living at 214 South
Walnut since last spring, have
moved to the H. W. Hardy home
at 407 West Imperial highway. Mr.
Tracey is here as resident engi-
neer for the architect and the high
8chool hoard in supervising the re-
construction of the various high
8school buildings. He and Mra.
Tracey came here from Whittier
when this work began. Mr. and
Mrs. Hardy have taken one of the

were zutroyed but other-

was put out before
any particular damage.

abins at the auto camp, owned
‘:y Mr. and Mrs, Charles Smith on
South Pomona avenue.

H=13-36

leased the house at 289 Poplar. | tax

HOW ED PETERKIN BECAME
FIRST PRESIDENT

~
3

.

Much activity is in progress
right now in connection with
further work along Imperia] high-
way, soon to become Brea's most
important highway, Work began
this week on the-construction east
of Brea, between Carolina avenue
*&Eﬁﬁbﬁﬁm;'?;;kgg

e oy
against the Associated Ofl com-
pany of California have been start-
ed by the state public works de-

is

in

property ag right-of-way for com-
pletion of the Imperia] highway
between Yorba Linda and Brea.
All parcels, about 20, named in
the condemnation roceedings, are
located between ‘Carolina avenue
and North Ohio street, =
Discussion of the use of $534.11
due the city of Brea from the gas!
fund featured talk of con-
structing a new bridge on West
Imperial highway, just west of
Sievers, when the council met re-
cently, No action was taken as to
allocation of the money however.
This is work which the .council
conceded must be done in the near
future, - . it
Ed Peterkin was not elected the
first president of the Imperial
Highway ‘association, seven years:
ago when the organization was
started, nor was George Kellogg
of Yorba Linda chosen the ﬂrst‘
secretary, but -Ed was the first
vice-president to be elected. This!
was all admitted by Kellogg re-!
cently, in outlining “something of
the highway’s history at the Octo-

did become the first president, be-
cause the Los Angeles county man
selected, didn’t have time to serve,
and Ed was promoted at once to
the presidency, while Kellogg was
then named secretary.

Nor, according to Kellogg, was
the first routing of the }mperla.l
Highway by Yorba Linda’ Rather
it was laid out-from Brea through
Carbon canyon,

route, then unknown, to the Ime
perial valley. Not long afterward,
however, Yorba Linda got into they
game, attended the next meeting
én masse and without opposition
had the route made by their home
town.

A story of that meeting of the
organization got into the papers,
where it was seen by Bob Hayes
of El Centro. Immediately he sent
twenty dollars for memberships
and suggested that the route fol-
low the old Butterfield trail,
through Santa Ana canyon, from
Corona south to Elsinore and
thence on south and east to EI
Centro. A committee of Kellogg
and one other was named to in-
vestigate. At the next meeting the
committee reported -favorably to
the old Butterfield route, and it
was so designated. E

The Butterfield Route

The Butterfield route, aceording
to Kellogg, was established in
1847 by the war department at
Washington, when Jefferson Davis
was secretary, as the official stage
coach route from St. Louis to San

cisco.
Fr'il'ﬂe South was in the saddle in
Washington then and demanded
the route to the coast be southern.
The government also subsidized
Butterfield, by giving him a large
amount of money monthly to con-

war started, thils ended the
gixvti:erneld route. Kellogg states
that it is estimated more than
200,000 people came into Califor-

nla over that routg during the But-
terfleld stage coach era,
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BOYS TEAM D
BY EL
i Both the boys
ball. teams of tH
school have bee
this season. Thg
every game, whi
the season thro
feat until they m
day afternoon,
defeated 4 to 1, O
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Wandalee Willian
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Cox, Barbara Jean
Warner. :
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found’ the_fire on the 1 4
the north: wdng" %
AR a.laum,was sent 1n3f
tire company: responded. B
tire ; budlding. ' “Was;| gﬁ Ze
amoke— ‘and. water m )tﬁﬂ’
foreed ‘the’ occumuh to! fles: with-
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Arson Suspected
‘TnBreaHotelFire
g;é*Fnday Mornmg

TER SHUT OFF, KEROSENE
1IN BUILDING; SECOND
'FIRE_ IN - WEEK

 "The arson squad from Santa
-Ana was- called early Friday to
investigate- the fire which broke
out at the rear door-of the unoc-
cupied north wing of the Brea
hotel at 3. AM. F'riday morning.
When: the: fire- compa.ny-'amved it
iounds ‘an- unaccoancaole ‘lack of
pressure:.in: the water line . and
Jsed«a pump to supply force.
Later  investigatien revealed the
fact that the water supply had
‘been shut off at the reservoir as
‘tightly as it could be done by
‘hand.- Later- Friday morning Vol-’
oey Siebenthal, -night man at the!
-dre station, found a tightly roll-
ed’ inners tube wrapped in burlap.
and' smelling' strongly of kerosene
:in’“the- .corner. of . the back door
3111 where the fire started.
~The fire. which occurred 10 days
before in & room in the same wing
.wag believed_to have been started
in: a simjlar manner as a similar
‘tube and. a- strong odor of kero-
sene were found in the room when
the” fire- boys arrived. Mrs. L. C.
i Sharpe,-proprietress of the -hotel,
‘said. she.had been cleaning up
'kerosene ‘in the hall and lobby
outside: the corner of the room
‘the- fire . had started, for
before the second
| fire occurred This kerosene had
‘seeped: through; she believed, after
.the.tube-had burned through and
Ireleaged-the ﬂuid to spread’ whero
;h': ‘would:
: ’F‘eel!ng that thls fire was of in-
cendiary origin, Mr. Sharpe put
spring ‘locks ‘on the two back
doors ‘on  the north and south
wingg ‘and-left _the front stair-
way. open for late comers. The in-
upendlary finding: the door locked,

ore’ his ‘departure.

"builg’ hll bonfire: on the porch be-

.Tmec McFarland, a roomer and’
it_sléeper, heard a crackiing
>~ “and _ smelled. momand

,maf anotheér’ roomer.

" Looking® out” the’ window they

',could‘see smoke but could not tell

whether or not it emanated from
the hofel. Together they -called
the landlord who unlocked the
door in their wing when t.ha fire

was pla.\nly visible.

Damage by fire was sught in
both cases, thanks to the quick
work of the fire boys, but smoke
poured into every part of the
hotel and water following the
flames overhead seeped through
the plaster in every direction. Two
liftle canary birds lost their lives
fn the thick smoke that fillad the
porcn where their cage hung. -

- Search for clews as to the per-
son ‘responsible for the fire result-
ed in finding footprints and the
marks of automobile tires near
the reservoir and footprints and
tire: ‘marks north of the Oil-Well
Supply Ct:mpany'a lmﬂding which -
tallied. exactly “with- “the ~athers.
“Fives: mxrks o a.. garage floor

family might b
tﬂ‘mmmﬁupmm
ter; but recently out of the
alhadbobeplmdtmderaphy-
gician’s. care the night of the first
MShewasawsyrromhometha
‘the second fire occurred.
‘g result, Mr: Sharpe auc-
tl” “oft all -the furniture in his
am downstairs and. in: the hotel
- and wil occupyaprl-
in, the:future. ;...
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Early Morning F ireT

At Brea Hotel Does
Very Little Damage

PROMPT ARRIVAL OF FIRE DE-
PARTMENT CONFINES BLAZE
TO ONLY ONE ROOM

A serious fire broke out at 12:45
a.m. Wednesday morning in an un-
‘occupied room of the Brea Hotel, but
was extinquished by the quick work
of the fire department which respon-
ded to the call in double quick time.
The furnishings of one room were
completely destroyed and the inter-
ior badly damaged by fire smoke and
water and the ceiling of the furni-
‘ture store belonging to Mr. Sharpe,
proprietor of the hotel, was saturat-
ed with water. ;

All the occupants of the building
were in the south wing and"no one
knew of the conflagration until the
windows were broken by the heat.
When the flames burst from the win-
dows of the north wing, they attract-
ed the attention of James McFarland
a lodger, who hastily roused the oth-
ers and turned in an alarm.

The speed at which the boys re-
sponded may be guessed when one
knows that they were in time to con-
fine the fire to the one room.

The building carries insurance but
the furniture in the store and hote)
which belongs to Mr. Snarpe carried
no insurance. :
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'LICE.SAID 58 PERSONS WERE| E

they were riding plunged lnto
1 may climb to 72. '

\

SADOR CHARLES STELLE fdt.n
‘that Russia appears ‘set on a-

reak- the nuclear’ test ban dead.|.

sition “rigid and’ uhhégotlable ”

DAY OF DECISION FOR CANA-|

- new government. Prime Minis-
\ry opposition is Lester Pearson,
The election also could'be vital
‘anadian relations, especially in
T hemispheric defense. First re-
out, at, least eight million per-

‘A HAS TAKEN ANOTHER STEP
rule and the return of civilian
Park Chung Hee suspended a
r years of army rule and lifted a
is should lead the way for elec-

NATION

U.S. SAYS THERE ARE “INDI:
sonnel frorn Communist * North

local Communist troops, wht
10s. The State Depattment ¢alled
tion” by Britain and Russia and
1 Commission .to s p e fight.

M%’%s%eenﬁ

n of Jars region is reported as

1A)—ONE HUNDRED ALABAMA
into Birmingham to guard a-
f racial violence. The troopers,

-THEY KNOW THEIR'ORANGES /= 4
- Gene Buckner and ‘Nelson Comell)b Rt
Brea-Olinda Union: High ‘School stow i
ribbons they earned, in the etdte‘-‘cltn 1R
‘rus judging fitlals al Californla.Stat
' Polytechnic College, Kellbgg Campus

3

e ;.\g

as top citrus judge

{ te ‘of California. A team
sof. Harlan Tinnes, Mike
fodwin Richison carried oft

What might have been a
conflagration was averted by
quick action: of thé manager
and the’fire department when

a blaze was. il - i th “;
:a‘\ H% ‘mﬁ‘.\.}/

A

in a room ot the top floor of
the hotel and the flames had
burned away a window sill,
into a wall and were mush-
rooming to the ceiling when

lice units, represent about one-
umber of patrolmen. The move
: of racial protests that have
the arrest of 93 persons. (See

-AN ADVANCED VERSION PO-
¢ ever designed for firing from
\ successful 2,000 mile test flight
naveral. The Polaris A-3 will be
most 3,000 miles away.

‘W YORK)—POLICE HERE RE-
nt shot and killed five persons
iwo others. They said 33-year-
his wife and four-year-old son,
‘lative who lived next door. The
also relatives. Hansen later sur-

1IATION OF A “DRAFT-GOLD-
nent was announced in Wash-
ell, Jr.. Republican State Chair-
.one Harrington, Republican Na-
for Indiana, said they will be
Draft-Goldwater Committee. They
ted Senator Goldwater.

iE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT IS
a $23 million check to General
s would seive as a guaraniee
still the department’s choice to
ne. The Senate currently is in-
ntagon officials did not go along
10 picked Boeing.

HIT A CAR HERE THIS MORN-
irJs and seriously injuring two
it was what veteran police of-
vreck” they ever saw.

STATE

1iENTS OF A 2-YEAR- OLD GIRL
n felony child beating charges

italized for treatment of burns
’osgm" ald Terov Morrow and his

Brea Building
Zooming Fast
To New Record

Brea, with $4,570,459 in
building for the first quarter
of 1963 seems certain to pass
the $6,297,198 record of 1960
by the end of 1963.

Brea was among the eight
Orange County communities
which showed a gain in build-
ing over the first quarter of
last year.

Last year's figure for Brea
building was $5,469,010, the
second highest in history.

The Orange County total for
the first quarter of this year
was $161,770,208.00 compared
with $135,552,717. The county
total for March, however, was
behind last year. The 1962
March total was $50,168,181, as
compared with $48,780,308 this
year.

Brea had a March total of
$3,973,743, compared with $1,-
006,002 last year.

Special Events At
Brea Library

discovered by a roomef; ;
Boyd. W

who!

M blaze sarted 17 a radto| W

. “thér tikémen. 3
4 few minutes latér Mills was
playing an  éxtinguisher
stream on the fldfies. Quickly
the fire hoses were at- work
and the firemen had the blaze
under control. It was extin-
guished befdre the flames
reached the ceilifig.

“If thé fire had mushroom-
ed under the ceiling we would
have had a real job oh. our
hands,” Fire Chief A. G. Ellis
declared. “We are grateful
that with the quick action of
Al Mills we were able to put
it out before that happened.”

Short Circuit i

Chief Ellis believes the fire
was caused by a short circuit
in the radio which was on a
table near the window in a
room occupied by Herb Hardy.
The flames licked the sill and
got behind the wall before
Boyd smelled smoke and
traced the blaze to Room 23.

Damage done by the fire is
estimated at $500.

TRUCK STOLEN

A half ton pickup truck be-
longing to Sylvester Gates of
116 S. Redwood was stolen
from the 100 block on South
Brea Blvd. late Friday, he re-
ported to police.

& firé occurred at 5:19
There were but a- few

; gHESts in the hotel at the time,

fjd thére was no panic The
val of the apparatys pat the
1, how

" PéTice t00k Hifge o the
trafﬁc situﬁtlon on Brea Blvd.

80 Enlist For
Cancer Drive
Here April 15

Brea women are organizing
their Yorces for the 1963 Can-
cer Crusade whlch starts here
April 15.

Mrs: Edward P. Deming,
Brea city chaitrman of the
Cancer Crusade, today an-
nouniced 80 workers had been
enlisted and more would be
recruited this week.

Mrs. Deming made it clear
today that the Cancer Crusade
was providing direct assist-
ance in Brea and that the
workers soliciting funds here
were local volunteers. She said
that solicitation should not be
confused with that of outside
religious and charitable
organizations who, unfortun-
ately are siphoning off funds
that could go to such worth-

(Please Turn to Page A-2)

The spotlight is again on
youth as life's little dramas
are presented here.

Youngsters on S. Laurel got
hold of an almanac and some
fortune cookies and they are
predicting the future for their
luckless pals. You r future
comes neatly on a slip of tis-
sue in a plain envelope and
may cost you a nickel—if you

Life’s Little Dramas

Contributions

Contributions to Life's Little
Dramas come in daily. Some
aré usable—some are not. Here
down to a line of type or two:

A police matron on duty the
other evening ran out of
are a few that can be boiled
matches and, of all places, got
some in the fire department..

ALUVISW Falf vy
of Foreign War
Girl Scouts.

Last Monday ni;

'Tegular meetin

Council received
from the V.F.W.
Arovista Park for

‘|munity Fair June

delayed action on
night’'s meeting a
the Girl Scouts w:
the park June 1
was the second ye
flict of dates betw
organizations for
park.

Board Says
Meantime, the
Recreation Comn
their meeting la
night decided to :
Council that V.F.V
the use of the par
when the Girl ¢
using it.

During the ove
events last year .
Walton Richison s
tditional police pz
provided and that
fatheérs served as
‘The VFW wants
& top” to sta:
™ mercial -
it was pointed ot
fair is held at th:
nated it will be
obtain the exhibi

Also scheduled
at tonight’'s adjo
in_> is a discussio:
posed oil drilling
tion code and a r
committee asked
the request for an
stead of an unde
duit required for
ings into the ¥
tract.

Firehouse Sit

A representativ
pany which propo
a sound system i
cil Chambers wil
meeting to discu
councilmen the t:
phones that sho
vided.

There is no indi
agenda that ther
report on a seco
site, but this prot
made if Councilm
vey has received
owners of propert
his committee.

Big Scran
For Eqgs
For Satur

Mayor Lloyd R¢
claimed next Satt
is Easter Hunt T
expected that |
youngsters will
Arovista Park
and bags.

The event 1
youngsters throu
grade and offici:
at 9 o'clock, acce
Kiwanis announc

A l_dd with a lollypop dropped

M. Wiwanian
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