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= Masting st Pearses Park are seoue ol the
[Otiade fickes! wore that 8 years ago. Prisr
sadents loed wp Ior 3 pbologrs
. Brea: Otive Gale. g
Mesigemery, Pullerton; Esther Sparks
sgan, Garden Grove; Ceola Asdrade
 Margaret Flyan, Jitlen Rartley

Sebeder, Lang Beacks Frani e (left 1o right):

Vaa Paites, Pla
lerton; Dlauche Eider Male, Placesifa; Teacher
Lais Blake Jewel Gladss Bassonette Farria, Bursa Park; Vidia Joses Lewls, Leng
Beach; lsitie Morford, Long Beach. Mrs. Cecil of Salinas traveled (he greatest
distnce lor (he reusions When asked why pese of ibe male members of tbe
class was (here. eae sprighily, bright-eyed member of the group faformaed us that
they had figured the fet wauld rather have their own reuabea.

cestia; Carrle Corcea Woikins, Ful

CLASY ENTERS NEW SCHOOL — When (he
littte r#d sehoolboese. situated in the viciaity of
Carbon Conyon was condemned, classes moved
Ia tbe Methodist Chureh mearby. In 1909, (be
Jittle Ohinda Scheelbouse was built and the fint
class (shown o phets) settled down ts their
studics. Their tracher, Miss Blake, age 20 (now
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aldvertiaing clalm,

v Pellef that everything that is printed is true.

Drawing conclusions on the beels of what one person saya.

“. The tendrney we have to be unwilling to change our ﬂinia,
expeclally in 2 discucsion of some polnt of view.

have Dbeen believed for a long tiwe,
pecple*a belief tnat the world was flat.

e ryt’ing that happens to people?

10. That the stars

-

Candidate 1

coreless observer

Our tendency to believe that 1deas are true just because they
A famous example tas early

R. Thich show that there is slwaye a good natural reason for

Fear of black caie, broken mirrors, and the numter 13.

influence our livee.

I cu ~ere helping to elect some one to office to locok after &our public
huainesa, which of these candidates described below would you choase?

Candlidate 2

. 2 a. careful observer

b. lacking in thoroughness b. thorough

c. inaccurate C. accurate

d. irrespongible d. reepaonsible

e. lecking in confidence e. confident

f. dependent upon others for f. independent in thought and
thought end action rction

. impetiently jumps to conclusions 5. patiently pathers inforrati:
-1 thout getting informzation 1n in order to solve his ora! 11“"
order to solve hie problemsa h. —ithholds opilnion until aXarr.

h. states his opinion hefore making vations and facts concerniny
cereful analyels of f=cts. the =~atter have been erprlyzel

i. 1llibteral 1In his viewnolnt and i. resveat for the aoninion of
respect for the opinion of others others

I choose candidate .« In a brief staterent tell why you aelente :

thie candidste.




teacher introduces ‘kinder view of hand

BREA — Country Hills School
teacher vy got a four-
year jump on President George
Bush when she decided to intro-
duce her first-grade students to
a Xinder, gentler view of the
handicapped.

By having her students use
wheelchairs, canes and walkers
o perform daily tasks, and by
providing “no holds barred”

i with

F

ped classroom visitors, Levy
aimed to help hée pupils under-
stand and eccept individual
differences.

Levy has presented a four-
week unit on the handi d

whose leg had been Pnpnmed

Recently, a wheelchair-bound
Country Hills student provided
the class with a special opportu-
nity for understanding the dis-
abled, Levy said. The 11-year-
old, who had chosen to be main-
streamed into the campus this
year, fielded students’ questions
on everything from “How do you
get dressed?” to the accessibility
of the school site.

To give her first-graders a
new view Of their-
said she encourages them to try
out her collection of aides for the

each year since her student
teaching days at Rose Drive
Elementary School in Yorba
Linda. The first-grade social stu-
dies emphasis on the community
is a perfect time to study “Learn-
ing About Individual Differ-
ences,” she said.

.#“Kids at this age don’t bave

fears; they are able to ask ques-
tions that would make some
adults uncomfortable,™ Levy

said. The students’ innate curios-

ity, coupleg with the openness of

the classroom visitors, has en-
sured the program’s success, she
noted.

Guests in her Country Hills
classroom during the past four
years have usually been rela-

tives or neighbors of the stu-

dents, Levy said. A father who
was blind took the children on a
walk while he used his cane, then
showed them how his Braille
watch worked. A mother who
was deaf talked about lip reading
iki

can ride
in a wheelchair, communicate on
a Braille Writer and solve math
probl on a vocal calculator.
Playing games with Braille
cards or taking a walk on crutch-
es is one way to help change
teasing to understanding, ac-
cording to Levy.

The Cal State Fullerton gradu-
ate said she is pleased with the
positive feedback that her “Indi-
vidual Differences” unit has re-
ceived from parents, who often
join~th€ class-in-viewing.

March of Dimes film, “The Same |
Inside.” Parents have credited :

Levy's program wnin helping
their children be more comfort-
able with “differences” i
from cerebral palsy to weight
problems.

School districts are increasing
their efforts to mainstream
handicapped students, Levy
noted, and there is a growing
need to help students understand
a world of differences. She said

- instructional units such as “Indi-
vidual Differences” may be

~needed-to-make-sure-students
face no roadblocks on their way.
to new friendshi el

HANDS-ON LESSON — Beckly Slota, Mary Saverino and Chris
Shataka, from left, discover what it's like to travel in a

thanks to experiences supplied by friends of Carolyn Levy.




SCHOOL: teachers, students benefit from small student body in Olinda

They live in tracts at the bottom of |8 Q
the hill"

students are bused about two miles. &
i H
Becanse the school is small, teach- J

Sﬁhdmﬂymhixnmmz:
aptitude tests, she said.

“As g district, Brea scores among
the highest in the county,” Lewis
said. “And Olinda is usually at the
top, scorewise, in Brea.”

Lewis has been at Olinda Elemen-

since 1966. She lives in
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Olinda Pupils
yvell-schooled
in country life

cal Tsay'g €yes turp
N dreamy when he talks
about “the country
The country hag snakes an Jjz.

ards and uirre] i
e sayes sq 'S and neat birds,

At More coylg 1-
)’e;'r-oldhbo}r want? i
Y school, Tsa respond i
seriously. ¥ Fesponds quite
Tsay is 5 sixth-gradu-
Elememary School
ange County’s Lit
b

a at Olinda
1 in Brea, Or-
tle School'in the
Tbon Canyon, thay

.The schoal sits at the base of 5
hill in mountainlike Olinda Vil-
lage, not far from the Sap Ber-
nardino County line,

The village has 5 dentist, a
minimarket, a reaj estate office,
a tiny fire station, a Mexican res-
taurant and computer consylt-
ing firm. Period.

N Add one Pay phone, a long
itchi

airplanes in the skies above. Byt
with the ruraj setting and wildlife
comes wild weather — a5 the stu-
dents can attest.

About 125 of the school’s 165
students could not reach their
C€ampus for two days late last ]
week after heavy rm;‘nsl‘iin ?mge;
County caused a mudslide
closed Carbon Canyon Road —
the sole route into the canyon.

But the students didn’t take a

iday. No way, man. 1

’l‘he; attended another school.

EN

GLHUDA | Sc

HOGL . CarBoA cANvYDN

The temporary move wag y
part SCOT Koller, 11, saiq
ol; an eme?ency plan develgpeq Kind of spooky but':lso'l.d:; ok
¥ "l? Ag0 for the €anyon schog), fun being one of only two sixth-
€INg up here 18 2 little differ- Braders at school during those
0L, 50 you haye to Prepareq ' two days.
Lancipal Anne Fleshel: said. | The differences between this
The kids Accepted it Jike it was | school ang others don’t end when
Nno bigldea] the sun shipes.
The also learned Something in Before recess, two students pa.
the p cess. trol the schoolyard for snakes,
| m the grassy area doubles as g he-
Most of Olinda's students Jiye liport in canyon emergencies.
EP hgugt‘eg tracts in Brea, or Deer sometimes dot the nearby
down low,” as canyon resi- hillsides,
dents like 1o say.

While the roaq was closed,

‘The student Population js small,
close-knit, f
these students atte,

nded Fanning “I know everyone here," says

Elementary Schoo iy Brea, Nicholas Tolmasoy, 1.

ere, they were taught by near. “It's like a family,” adds Scott
ly all of their classroom teachers, | Dahlstrom, 12,

at they missed most was | “The peace and quiet up here s

their daily bus ride over the roll- good for thinking," says Jake
Ing hills and *'into the country,”” | Chl'iﬂ_enson.'u-

Past the reminder to “K I think he'is right.
Your Canyon Clean,” past the Lfelt pretty good out there, too, |
faursery and the El Rodeo Riding out in the canyon,
Club. Past the roadside stands of Out in the country,
Cactus and the acres of orange r— ——
groves. Past the bee colonies and
the Wayside Chapel.

n

Meanwhile, in Olinda Village,
black clouds hung like heavy
shrouds from canyon wall to can-
yon wall.

The tiny school below seemed
darker than usual, The office was
still. The classrooms were empty.

Except one.

Inside, students ages 5to 12,
residents of the village, huddled
around fourth-grade teacher .
Sherrill Clevenger, a 15-year resi-
dent of Olinda Village.

““It was like a little red school-
house with all the students in one
room,” she says, “‘We deﬁnit‘ely
saw some weather that day."!




IN THE PAST, IN THE PRESENT, AND INTO THE FUTURE
100 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE
OLINDA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
1898-1998

109 Lilac Lane, Brea, CA 92823 (714) 5287475

Dear Community Members,

It is an extreme pleasure to announce that our little country school will be celebrating its
century milestone In the school year of 1998 -1999. This letter is an invitation to you, our
community, to get Involved.

Olinda has many events planned beginning as early as this month and continuing to the
end of our next school year. The following Is just a sampling of what we are working on.

*Library book drive to donate 100 hooks to our school library in honor of our anniversary.

*Logo contest for students to design our anniversary logo that will be used on our school
stationery, PT0 correspondence, t-shirts, hats, banners etc.

*Anniversary cook book filled with Olinda families’ hest recipes and will include our own
students’ art work throughout.

*Monthly events beginning in September '98.

*Parade of current and former students, teachers, staff and city officlals in the Olinda
Village community-slated for Spring of '99.

Obvlously this Is a bold undertaking that will need your support to make it a success. This
Is not restricted to just Olinda School. This Is a community event!

If you or anyone you know would like to be involved in any way, or if you know any former
Olinda students, staff, or teachers, please contact the school as soon as possible. We will

accept your gift of time, expertise, and service as well as any cash, check, gift certificate,
or merchandise donation.

We thank you In advance for your support hecause we know you will provide it.

Sincerely,

Lorl Dlaz
100" Anniversary Chalrperson
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1» easy to overlook Olinda

¥ small gray frame building in
lm"hll'! 150 students go each
to learn, is hidden behind pines

| north e County canyon

" About 20 miles south of the

* school, at the northwest corner af
d th and Fairvicw streets in
lkv Spurgeon Interme-
The massive, brick struc-
% e where 1,500 students go to
, looms near the busy intesec-

.m administrators at both
tell visitors each institution

18 the “best kept secret in Orange
County," the differences in the two

OLINRA ScHooL

B COMPLETE CAP SCORES: For all Orange County schools/D3-D9

@ COMPARING: New formula reveals dramatic differoncesD2

g:den at Spurgeon had the low-
e

Olinda serves children from
mostly affluent families in the
Brea-Olinda Unified School Dis.
trict, Spurgeon has a significant
number of students from low-in-
come families in the Santa Ana
Unified School District, many who
barely speak English because
they're recent immigrants,

But given the students differing
socioeconomic and cultural back
grounds, neither teachers nor ad-
ministrators at either school were
surprised by the disparities in the
state standardized test results re-
leased Wednesday.

The CAP test scores tell little, if
anything about what happens in
the classroom, some educators

say
3 "ldon’tknyvllyo[l can compare

us with other schools that are low-
er,” Olinda Principal Joan Lewis
said. "1t's not fair,

“We have everything going for
:u and we try 1o take advantage of
1

According to the test results, the
average sixth-grade reading score
at Olinda is 366, about two grade
levels above the statewide average
and three grade levels above Spur-
geon's 206

While only 2 percent of schools
with similar student bodies had
better scores than Olinda, 57 per-
cent of schools of comparable so-
cmeeonamlc bncl[rmmdl out-
scored Spul

*“The roblem u unique to Santa
Ana,” con Principal Cathy
Makin said. ""We're a heavily mi-
nority school but at our end of

town, wane nmnu more of ther

brand new-to America students.”

Two years ago, when Makin
came to Spurgeon, there were
three English as a Second Lan-
guage sections for limited-English
speaking students. This year, that
number has more than tripled as
the overall student enrollment also
soared, causing an overcrowding
problem at the school.

*‘Most of our childern are ‘sur-
vival’ English children. They can
speak in English, but they mink in
Spanish and then translate what
they're going to say in English,”
said Lorraine Gerard, a language-
arts teacher

She salid such translation takes
more time than is allowed on the
CAP tests. ““We as speakers of En-
glish don't read the same way an-
other person from another culture
or language background reads ir.”"
& About 85 pcme“;( nlinudmtm s at

purgeon are ey rest
are bla ckndAlrmvlmmlyJ

Aov 9, P

Clay MBer/The
Chris Foster, 12, reads aloud in his class at Otinda School in Brea,
sixth-grade ¥

reading scores In the county.
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, a ballet dancer who was
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ruu or words
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Eam\u frequently volunteer to
dp teachers in the classroom.

My mom wants me to be higher
than ‘everybody else in math,"”
Kiyoko Miller, 11, said.

“I have to read for 30 minutes
before 1 go to bed and before I
play,” Lisa Rober, 11, said.

There are six teachers and six
classrooms at Olinda School and
most of the students said they like
it that way.

“I'think a small school helps you
__learn better because the teachers

don't have to pay attention to so
many students,” Angela Scharfe,
11, said.

“lt 's a typical ‘Little House on
the Prairie’ type of place; it's a
little school in the canyon,” teach-
er Weaver said.

Most of the students at Olinda
have been attending the school
since klndergnnen Sixth-grade
students at Spurgeon, however,
still are adjusting to leaving their
elementary schools in the fifth
grade as they prepare to take the

tests.

sixth-grade
Spurgeon sixth-grader David Fi-
eroa, Idl ‘mlrt_i l‘:lle C/x\fpﬁxham was
an icult pc
d[dl‘l't do well ol q"
tested reading comprehcmlon he
wasn't very sympathetic.
“It's probably because they
didn't hpny anemll(;en, Ilald r-‘lghue- i
0 wants to be a lawyer when 4 enhe Peuty
;I:. -4 lw“P 5 cher Marian Weaver works with Shannon Reed at Olinda Elementary School in Brea, which had the county's highest sixth-grade reading scores,
language-arts teacher, Mar- - o
garet w."r: who has taught 10 ‘But when I'm teaching, ana a
ears at Spurceon sees it different- kid's eyes light up when they see
{ Althou 's had opportuni- | that they can do the work — that
desto tu£ elsewhere, Ware stays |makes me excited."
{ To turn around the low reading |
i m umlrn making a differ- lut scores, rincmﬂmm has
ence, 1 1do. But sometimes I tacted cts across
‘wonder. you look at the 'lho nnllon for innovative ideas und‘

‘poqm,ym-mpq;,'rormlg. (implemented many of them. = .




became less popular, the building was used for general community
activities.

Since the senior citizen's programs have become so popular in re-
cent years, it only seems fitting that they will occupy this his-
toric building. The Brea Historical Society believes this is an
appropriate use. MWe wish the new occupants many years in this
wonderful building which holds many memories of the times past.
We would also like to take this opportunity to thank the follow-
ing for their assistance in gathering information:

June Hendricks

Jack Smith

Vivian Weddle

Dr. Lawrence B. de Graaf
Raul Contreras

And we would Tike to give special thanks to the Brea Lions Club
and X-cel Print for printing costs.

BREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY OCTOBER 25, 1982

Hast To Present

Brea Senior Gitizen's Center 1982




FROM SCHOOL HOUSE TO SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER
THE ODDESSEY OF OLINDA HALL

The building being dedicated today, October 25, 1982 as the
Brea Senior Citizen's Center, literally embodies the entire
history of urban settlement in the Brea-Olinda arca. The
roots of this building go back to the turn of the century,
when a few Basque ranches in northern Orange County were just
beginning to be joined by a booming development of oil fields.
A growing population of oil workers and their families raised
the need for educational facilities. So, in 1903, their edu-
cational needs were provided in a two-room building known as
"The Little Red School House" located on the Loftus Lease,
northwest of the existing Carbon Canyon Regional Park. It ac-
commodated all eight grammar school grades.

By 1909, this facility had proven to be inadequate for the in-
creasing number of pupils. A building commonly referred to as
"The Little Green Schoolhouse", officially as Olinda School,
was built along Carbon Canyon Creek. Although not a luxurious
facility, its four room main building provided separate class-
rooms for elementary students from grades 1 through 8. The
school bell on top of the building was used to "call” the stu-
dents to class each morning. However, in later years, the bell
tower was blown-off by high winds and never replaced.

Adjacent to the building was a large auditorium which served
both as a place for school programs and as a center for social
activities of the entire Olinda community. During the booming

years of the Olinda ol fields, as many as one-hundred and
fifty children attended this school annually and the high
school students were bussed the nine miles to Fullerton
Unfon High School. The early buses were horse drawn.

The development of more productive oil fields in other parts

of the nation along with the depletion of the ofl fields,
spelled the gradual decline of Olinda. A comnunity which

one included a train depot, a large general store, three
churches and oil company-owned houses, was nearly deserted by
the late thirties. After the last graduating class of 1960,

the school building was closed and remained unused while the
students attended classes at the E1 Rodeo Riding Stables, south
of Imperial Highway on Valencia Avenue, in a one room building.
The 01inda School District never went out of existence, however,
1t eventually was incorporated into the Brea-011nda Unified
School District and the present 0linda school was built.

In 1958, there was talk of demolishing the old school house.

The Brea Parks and Recreation Commission and the City Counctl
approached the school district to save the building and move 1t
to Brea for recreational purposes. So in July, 1960, 1t was
moved to 1ts present location onto land donated by Unfon 011
Company on the corner of Sievers and Elm Streets. For the next
six years, the building was used by the Brea Youth Club for
their activities. This use of the building, sponsored by par-
ents of the young people of the community, was generally enthus-
fastically supported by Breans. After this activity became
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By Mary Ann Milbourn

- The Orange County Register

kchange programs suffer
 from too few host families

T-/t-5,

they’re doing great.”
Vaughn, a Fullerton resident who
oversees Orange County’s four-week
tudent. h

Feeling a little overwhelmed by the
horde of guests coming to visit this
summer? Be grateful you're not Jan
Vaughn.

She has 45 visitors arriving July 27.
They have no place to stay. English
is not their first language. They are
teen-agers.

After 10 years as a regional coordi-
nator for foreign student-exchange
programs, Vaughn has getten used to
last-minute crises.

*We'll find homes for them,”
Vaughn said resolutely. “It's getting
‘down to the wire with some of these
groups, but we'll do it. I just placed
35 Danes and Finns in Anaheim, and

program
for a San Francisco-based group
called ASPECT, might be one of the
lucky ones.

Foreign student-exchange program
coordinators throughout California
say it's getting tougher every year to
find host families. The problem is
getting so critical that some fear stu-
dents will have to be turned away.

“That topic is very often the topic
when we get together,” said Christa
Shannon, Western regional director

Number of groups link students, families for varied visits <

Dozens of groups are recruiting families 10 host foreign-exchange students for periods rang- |
ing from a week to the school year. The following are members of the International Ex-
change Network with programs in Orange County:

for the Open Door Student Exchang
program and president of the Inter-
national Exchange Network, a

Name Programs offered Phone
AFS Intercuitural Programs 10 mo.. 6 mo., 3 wks. (800) 722-0080
American Institute for Foreign 10 mo, 5 mo., 1-4 wks. (800) 677-6781
Study Scholarship
American Intermational Youth 11 mo, 56 mo, (800) 347-7575
Student Exchange Program 4, 6, 8 wks.
ASPECT Foundation 10 mo, 5 mo (800) US-YOUTH
ASSE International Student 10-11 mo., 4 wks.; (714) 494-4100
Exchange Program 14 and 12 mo. (Japanese only)
Cuftural Homestay Institute 11 mo., 2-8 wks. (800) 343-HOST
The Experiment in 5-10 mo., 1-4 wks., 3-7 wks. (714) 676-2335 |
Intematonal Living Ao
Intemational Christian 10 mo (415) 547-7567
Youth Exchange >
=
Intemational Education Forum 10 mo., 5 mo., 2 wks., 4 wks., (619) 549-7190 :‘
Open Door Student Exchangs 10mo.. 5 mo. 3 mo. (800) 776-6736° =
Spanish Heritage-Herencia E: 10 mo. (800) 669-1098 ¥
Youth for Understanding 11 mo., 6 mo, (800) 872-0200 3

Source: The International Exchange Network

Please see STUDENTS/5
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STUDENTS: Lifestyle at odds with hosting

FROM 1

statewide umbrella organiza-
tion for 13 non-profit exchange
groups,

The coordinators say the
goal of foreign-exchange pro-
grams — world peace through
cultural interaction — might
be undone not by war, but
rather by the most unlikely of
nemeses: the California life-
style.

Recruiting host families,
they say, seems to be especial-
ly difficult in Orange County
and other high-cost Southern
California communities,

“With two-income fam-
ilies, commuting time and ac-
tivities outside the home like
sports and aerobics, the idea of
taking a young person in for a
while, I think, may push them
over the brink,” said Bill Gus-
tafson, regional director for
ASSE, an exchange program
in Laguna Beach that places
students for the academic
year,

“I think eventually all the
programs are going to have to
evaluate the family resources
available and, I suppose, trim
back their programs if some-
thing doesn't change in the
near future,” Gustafson said.

“It’s tough out there,”
agreed Cindy Talmage, a coor-
dinator for the American Insti-
tute for Foreign Studies who is
trying to find 20 host families
in Anaheim Hills by July 30.

Talmage said she usually be-
gins her search with previous
host families and friends they
recommend who might be in-
terested. Next it's schools and
PTAs, church groups, Girls
Scout leaders, anyone involved
with young people. As dead-
lines draw near, desperation
leads to desperate measures.

“‘We'll call using the criss-
cross directory. We’'ll go door-
to-door,’” Talmage said. ‘‘Last
year I went to a door and the
man swore at me and
slammed the door so hard it
made the windows rattle. I
just went home and cried.”
Last month, Talmage tried
church-sitting.

*‘I went to St. Anthony's
(Catholic Church) in Anaheim
Hills,” she recalled. **Out of
three Masses, I got one possi-

ble, but she’s pretty iffy."”
- Vaughn will go to almost

any length to snare a reluctant
host family. ‘

_ Precise numbers of students
i?&lv'ed in foreign exchanges
re difficult to find because

o

there is no statewide clearing
house for the programs,

Shannon estimates 1,300 to
1,400 students were placed
statewide last year in short-
term and academic-year pro-
grams by the 13 organizations
her network represents. She
anticipated a similar number
this year. .

Gustafson’s ASSE, which
originally stood for American-
Scandinavian Student Ex-
change but since has expanded
to include students from
throughout Europe, has scaled
back over the past six years,
he said.

In 1984, ASSE placed 160 for-
eign students with Orange
County host families, Last
year, 94 students visited. About
the same number is expected
this year.

At the same time the num-
bers of volunteer host families
is dropping, demand for addi-
tional hosts is rising.

Vaughn said she has had to
become a tough negotiator in
order to be able to limit the
number of students she realis-
tically can place.

“Someone called wanting
to bring 40 Japanese students
over. I suggested 30, then they
countered with 35,” Vaughn
said. ""What they don't realize
is there's a big difference try-
ing to find five more homes.”

Shannon said more foreign
students are competing for ex-
change programs. ,

“‘Now there’s even more
pressure since Eastern Euro-
pean countries have opened up
and democratized, and those
students are especially eager
to come here,” Shannon said.

Coordinators say the Persian
Gulf war, the economy and
even the drought have taken
their toll this year.

“‘During the war, our stu-
dent applications were way
down. Many of the students
were afraid to travel,"” said
Kelly Galvin, community col-
lege coordinator for ASPECT.
“Then the war was over and
everybody said, ‘Yes, yes, yes,
we're coming.’ "’

The unexpected surge left
people like Vaughn scrambling
to place students, sometimes
with less than a month to find
accommodations at a time
when even many of their usual
stable of host families were

begglng off. uncomimon,
“One family in San Bernar- “You start out hosting a stu-
dino County had to cancel be- pg;‘“ and then you becon :
cause the husband was laid off | of the family," Vaughn
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from work and they felt they
could not make this kind of
commitment,” Shannon said.

Families who have hosted

‘ students gave various reasons

for dropping out this year, al-
though they said they enjoyed
hosting the exchange students.

Vickie Sauer of Garden
Grove hosted a student for the
first time last year. It was, she
said, a wonderful experience.

This year she had to decline.
Sauer said her work schedule
in food services for the Hun-
tington Beach City School Dis-
trict makes it impossible. “It's
Jjust not working out this
year,” she said.

Sauer said she also is having
a houseful of her own foreign
guests — from Belize in Cen-
tral America and Manchester,
England — making it difficult
to fit in another body.

Vacation plans prevented
Joni Steinke of Huntington
Beach from hosting this year,

“We had a teen-age girl
from Spain last year and I
have two teen-agers so it was
really interesting comparing
the cultures,”” she said. “But
this year we're gone right in
the middle (of the planned
stay), and it just wouldn’t
work out.”

Sandy Wardell of Huntington
Beach has hosted three stu-
dents since 1987. But not this
year.

“We're moving out of state
to Oregon, so we couldn’t do
it,” Wardell said. “But I un-
derstand they have a program
up there, so I'm going to look
into it.”

Sandra Egan, state director
for the American Institute for
Foreign Studies, said many
people just focus on the re-
sponsibility of having the stu-
dents and don't realize how re-
warding it can be to have a
foreign guest.

“Just by meeting people
from other countries, you find
out there's no real difference
between us at all,” she said.
*'And these are really great
kids,"”

There also are some unex-
pected bonuses. Egan said her
children are going to Spain
this summer to visit the family
of a teen-ager they previously
hosted. Such exchanges and
long-term friendships are not




Karen Gill

BOUSD teacher
sent packing
to Hanno

By Barbara A. Willlams
DSP Comespandent

BREA — In 1088, Karen Gill
turned her Ohio life upside-down
by loading up her pickup-truck
and heading west to join a friend
in California.

This summer, Gill, a special ed-
ucation teacher at Arovista
School, decided to give life an-
other big spin. She left July 31 to
spend a year as an English
teacher in Brea's sister city,
Hanno, Japan.

Unlike 1988, Gill left home with
a good idea about what was in
store for her at her destination.
Representatives of the Hanno
school district hired her to serve
as one of two English aides in the
city’s six junior high schools.

Although the city has used
American students as teachers in
the past, Gill's position is a new
one. The school district specifi-
cally asked for a teacher — single
and in the mid-20s — from their
sister city of Brea.

The Hanno district will com-
pletely fund the program, Gill

sald.

The teaching post was offered
to Gill last spring through Brea
Sister City representative Brian
Saul, a kindergarten teacher at
Arovista. Gill said it took her only
a week to say “yes."

Since that time, Gill has work-
ed with Hanno officials on the
details of her stay.

1t has been decided that she
will spend the first month with a
host family to get acclimated to
Japanese life. Then she will move
into a house or apartment of her
cholee, with a sct housing rate
guaranteed by the school district.
Her salary will be “comparable to
what I'm making here,” she

noted.
Because of traffic problems in

Japan, Gill said her job contract
prohibits her from driving, except
with permission from the school
district. However, Japan has “an
incredible transportation system,”
Gill said ... and a bicycle is in-
cluded in her job contract.

The 25-year-old teacher said
she prepared for her new Jjob by
reading a summerful of books
and articles and by listening to
Japanese language tapes.

She also spent a lot of time
shopping for clothes and shoes —
she figured Japan's clothing
stores may have little to offer a 6-
foot-1 American girl.

Because of traific prob-
lems in Japan, Gill said
her job contract prohibits
her from driving, except
with permission from the
school district. However,
Japan has “an in
transportation  system,”
Gill scid ... and a bicycle
is included in her job
contract.

Gill sald her biggest fear is gro-
cery shopping and cooking. “How
can 1 know what to buy If I can't
read the labels?" she laughed. “If
it comes In a box, I won't be able
to read the directions, either!"

Despite her concerns, Glll said

she is excited by what she calls a
“once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.”
The Brea Olinda Unified
School District has granted her a
leave of absence for a year, and
she intends to use it to the fullest.
She will spend all her free time

exploring Japan and surrounding
countries, she said.

Gill, a native of Cleveland,
Ohio, graduated from Kent State
University in Ohio in 1988, receiv-
ing a bachelor of science degree
in Education with teaching cre-
dentials in regular and special
education. Since arriving in Calif-
ornia, she has held education
posts at Rossier School in Garden
Grove and Arborland Montessori
Children's Academy in Fullerton,
in addition to her 2-year tenure
at Arovista School.

Japanese town gets Brea teacher
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