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MEXICAN CULTURE — Sandy
Savala, Brea's unofficial Mexican cul-
tural expert for more than 30 years,
talks over Brea Junior High School’s
plan to teach Spanish starting at the

—

Peterson. Savala offered his assistance '
with the program demanded by the
state. Painting in the background was

done by a Brea native son, Dema .
Smith, who became interested in Mexi- -
can culture as a youth,

B e

sixth grade level, with Principal Reed
e : i=

In_ Cultural Exchange

L L = S W

BREA — After more than 30
years of working to promote
better understandiu; of Lalin
Americans, Sandy " Savala of
Brea feels he s now getting a
big assist from the State of gal-
lfosrnia.l \ S Bl

tate legislators passed. a
requiring that a ‘}:?éign‘%tilzgf
guage be taught in all ‘public
schools starting ‘at the sixth
grade level next year, Brea
school leaders are preparing a
rogram now for the fall,term
to carry out the law by Jteach-
Ing conversational - Spanish  to
all sixth, seventh and iei'g'h'm
graders. boms - i

P

Savala, who pwn;"fs‘ghd ',r
Casita Restaurant ggj;;glju,A

Brea Blvd, feels that under-
standing of the language will
promote better understanding
of the people. . Fin !

He has had the same pro-
gram, In reverse, for more than
30 years by conducting informal
classes jeaching Mexican work-
f:j; in the area to speak Eng-
ish. .

His tiny restaurant has been
the center of Mexican cultural
education over the years with
his observance of Latin holidays
and cultural exchange of infor-

mation between the races on an
informal basis,

_His_Ihree children, now

-

grown, have all worked with the
program and many Brea young
‘persons have benefited over the
years from their information
gained from their association
with the Savalas.

While Savala was born in Ari-

zona, his family dates back fo
Los Angeles when it was a tiny
pueblo more than 100 years ago.
He feels that misunderstand-
{ing between. historic Californi-
ans and newer residents of the
istate is a sad thing and cannot
‘be justified on the basis of race.

““When people know and un-
derstand each other,”” he said,
“‘traditional and cultural differ-
ences are no barrier to friend-
ship,

“I am very happy to learn
that the schools will require the
teaching . of the Spanish lan-
‘guage. Nowhere in the world is
this more needed than in South-
ern ' California where there is
such a mixtire of the two cul-
‘tures,”” he declared. T |

Savala met recently with'
Reed Peterson, principal of
Brea Junior High Schoal, where
the language program will be-|
gin in September. He azilfered1
his assistance in the program
which he hopes will include in-|
formation on Mexico as well as
ghe _language. ..

- la

-

" able to students. His huge patio

‘pants wearing the traditional

He nopes to make his pro-
gram on Cinco de Mayo and
other Mexican holidays avail-

is often the scene of dances
and celebrations with partici-

native costumes, The colorful
demonstrations draw persons
from throughout the county. |
Included as part of his pro-|
m is art work in the small|
restaurant, and oddly er;ougii.
some of .nis best ‘‘Mexican’
.art was.done by a Brea resi-
dent of English descent. -
! Several huge paintings now
hanging in the cafe were done
‘by Dema Smith, a native son
of Brea. Smith, a commercial
, artist and public relations man,|
is now working in New York. '
“Problems that used to exist.
between the races in Califor-
nia are rapidly disappearing,”™
Savala said, “and [ hope re-
newed interest in learning the
language will help end such
probléms forever.”
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Boat’ at Fullerton

Jack Salveson
Joins Giants

Litile Jack Salvesor whom
E &)l . . ber as a » all
boy living 8. Madrona St and an
bareball f s 1 Jack
¢ He's g Glant. Mor lay saw
bim on his way to San Francisco
All signed up as a pitcher for Lhe
Giant Manager McGraw says he
Ginks be has a future

Jack{ who js 18 Years old and In
hils second year of Junlor college, Is
dolng what few Youngsters do
r £ oul Lhe predictions that older
him. It

rar

KE T Je for
most foreordalned and predestined
that he would make baseball his
profession. His father played on lo
cal leams and-his un le Herb 8al
veson and F. B. Callan played on the
Anabelm Elks team. Jack was Lhe

secmed a

J. H, GRIEST
Candidate for

City Clerk

at Munu‘l;ml election to

be held April 11, 1932

ever he could and never missed Ray
Eame he could E™t to

The family moved to Long Beach
& few years ago befors Jack waas
out of grammar sc hool byt be was
born In Fullerton and lived o Brea
for a number of years. Fraak
Schweitzer, Jr. an old neighbor aad

el ¥ d Mickey Mouse in his : playmate attended & farewell party
€3 r‘ won. The -'-A-s" will fea. |'®48s mascot at that time at his home In Long Beach Baturday
¢ Bve acls of Fanchon and Mar He played baseball himself when ! night
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Early Brea City Clerk

‘Didn’t like politics’
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/1404 205 PM

Printed. Wednesday, April 14, 2004 2.04 PM

From : Gail Tiso <GAT@concordia-ny edu>
Reply-To :  <GAT@concordia-ny edu>
Sent : Hq.mzmmm

Subject:  the big game

Hi Brian,
Yer I did receive your wonderful email.

1 never knew about Brea, the history of the Salvesons, or the excitement
©f that special game on Halloween. My parents were divorced when I was
7 and I didn't see my Dad again until 1964, when my husband and my
daughter went to visit him in No Miami FL. But my grandfather (who

raised me and best friends with the Babe) used to tell me so many
stories.

Jack's brother, Dr. Melvin Salveson, keeps in touch with me. I'm sure
he'd have a lot to tell you about growing up in Brea, and may even have
some pictures! I don't know his address, but his phone number is
210-817-1%11 in Santa Monica, CA. Tell him that I gave you his number
and perhaps some day soon, I'll visit CA and we can all walk down

Salveson Rd.
Have a2 great weekend-

Gail Salveson Tiso~




Brea Man of the Year 1966

Founder of the Brea chapter of the American Red Cross
Chairman of the Brea Golden Jubilee

Chairman of the US Bicentennial celebration
Co-Originator of the Brea Liberty Bell idea

Co-founder of the Brea Historical Society

Co-founder of Brea Bonanza Days (now the Country Fair)
Member and President of the North Orange County YMCA

Citizen's Grand Marshall at Brea's 75th year celebration




Frank J. Schweitzer Sr.

Moved to Brea in 1912

One of founding officers of Brea Tool Works (later Shaffer Tool Works)

Played vital role in Brea's aquisition of water

Charter member and Co-founder of Brea Chistian Church
On Brea City Council from 1917 - 38

Member of Brea Lions Club from 1948

Designed the "Brea Welcomes You" sign

Negotiated sale of land from Union Oil for City Hall Park
Designed layout of City Hall Park

Negotiated with Architect for design of City Hall building

Planted and cared for first rose garden in City Hall Park

Frank J. Schweitzer Jr.
Bom in Olinda in 1911, moved to Brea in 1912
One of the ﬁrst lifeguards at the City Plunge
Brea Cit}; Council from 1950 - 62 |
Brea Mayor 1960 - 62
Active member of Brea Christian Church 1914 - 92
Member Brea Lions Club 1951 - 93-
Presidgnt Brea Lions Club ‘1978 -79

Honored with Lions Internationl Melvin Joties award Z



During and after Frank Jr.'s tenure on the City Council he was very active with many other
city and community projects. He was a member of the Brea Christian Church, The North Orange
County YMCA and the American Red Cross. He along with LaVita Daetweiller organized Brea
Bonanza Days, now the Brea Country Fair, as well as the Brea Historical Society. Many of the
pictures the society now has are pictures Frank took or collected throughout his lifetime. He has
been honored with many awards including the Brea's "Citizen of the Year" in 1966, "Citizen's Make
a Difference"” award and "Citizen Grand Marshall” of Brea's 75th year celebration. After a lifetime of
service Frank passed away August 17, 1993.

Ruth Schweitzer, has also been an active Brean. She has been a Member and President of the
Brea Women's Club as well as the Brea Republican Women. She has worked actively with Meals on
Wheels and the Brea Christian Church for many years. She too has been bestowed with many
awards and honors, one of which was "Brea's Woman of the Year" in 1975 =il



SCHWEITZER FAMILY

Frank Joseph Schweitzer was a long time resident and civic leader of Brea. Born in Toledo,
Ohio in 1877 Frank moved to Olinda in 1905, several years before the formation of the township of
Brea. At the time he was a machinist and obtained a job in an oil tool shop under the direction of W.
D. Shaffer. In July of that year he sent for and married his longtime sweetheart, Julia E. Meissner.
They had a daughter Dorothy born in 1909 and a son Frank Jr. born in 1911. In 1912 the family
built a house on Madrona Ave. in Brea in which they lived until 1925. Frank then built a house on
East Elm where he planted a five acre orange grove.

Frank was very active in the fight to incorporate the City of Brea. Even though he did not
seek public office, three months after the city incorporated in 1917, Councilman M.I. McCarty
resigned and Frank was asked to fill his post. He served in this capacity until 1938, 21 years!
Throughout these early years Frank was very involved in establishing the necessary services and
operations a new city demanded. He headed the drive to acquire the necessary land for a city park
and a city hall building, he worked for the construction of a sewage treatment plant and bringing
water to the citizen's of Brea. He designed the initial layout of City Hall Park as well as the "Brea
Welcomes You" sign that once spanned Brea Blvd. Although he had many opportunities to become
Mayor, he always refused stating he would rather be a worker than a boss. However he did serve as
Mayor Pro-tem on many different occasions.

Upon moving to Brea in 1912, Frank became superintendent of a gasoline extraction plant
until it was sold to a major oil company. He then, along with a few friends, began Brea Tool Works
becoming its first Secretary/Treasurer. It eventually sold to Baash-Ross Tool Company which later
became Shaffer Tool Works. Frank then became superintendent of Brea Brick Company until the
source of clay was exhausted and the concern moved to Alhambra. He then worked for Duro
Engineering and later.back to Shaffer Tool Works as Superintendent and Chief Engineer. While at

. Shaffer Tool Works he designed and patented many oil well drilling devices until his retirement in
1942, '

Frank and his wife Julia were both very active in community affairs. In 1914 they helped
establish the Brea Christian Church. Julia was its first Choir Director and Superintendent of Sunday
School classes for more than 30 years. In 1947 the Sunday School building was dedicated in her
name upon her death. She was also a charter member of the Brea Women's Club. Frank was an
active member of the Chamber of Commerce as well as The Brea Lions Club until his death in 1960.

Frank's son, Frank Joseph Schweitzer Jr. was born January|8, 1911 while his parents were
living in Olinda. He entered Brea Grammar School, now the Brea Junior High School the first year it
opened. He entered Brea-Olinda High School and was among the first class to graduate that entered
as freshman. After high school he went to Fullerton Junior College and later the University of
California at Berkeley majoring in Engineering. He returned to Shaffer Tool Works working for his
father, Upon Frank Sr.'s retirement Frank Jr. stepped in as the new Chief Engineer.

In 1938 on a blind date, Frank Jr. met Eltha Ruth Huntington of Anaheim. They became
engaged and married on June 2, 1939. The couple had three sons, Charles Lewis born 1942,
Donald Laurence born 1947 and James William born 1953. Frank Jr., like his father, was a very
active member of the community. He joined the Brea Lions Club in 1948 becoming its President in
1978, He was awarded the highest honor Lions Club International can bestow on a fellow lion, the
“Melvin Jones Fellow Award" in 1983. Frank Jr. ran for and was elected to the City Council in
1950. He served for over 12 years becoming Mayor in 1960 - 62. While on the Council, Frank was
most proud of spearheading the annexation of a large portion of land just east of town. Brea beat
Fullerton by just one day, largely due to Frank's efforts.
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