e of their first meeting, he remembered the
k-eyed Lorenza Lorea from the village of
‘Abaurrea Alta, near Pamplona. Lorenza emigrated
from Spain in 1909, taking work as a domestic at
the Yriarte Ranch shortly after her arrival. Augustin
Yriarte, then 20 years old, fell in love with the
Basque beauty and soon they married and started a
family of their own.

In 1915, Patricio and Pascuala Yriarte passed

within months of each other. By 1918, the prop-
erty of the Yriarte Ranch that had been left to their
surviving children was divided equally into five
parcels. The property west of Laurel went to Felix;
Augustin received the northern st
area of the land; Mary, the area
from South Birch to Laurel
Ave.; Ysabel received the
Yriarte Ranch property on East |
Elm St.; Julian received the re-
mainder of the acreage. Felix { |
would eventually become part :
of the investment group that
brought Brea its first theatre,
“The Red Lantern”. Ysabel
eventually sold five acres of the
Yriarte Ranch property on Elm
St. to Frank Schweitzer, Sr., one
of Brea’s earliest and most in-
fluential pioneers, where he built
hishome.

The close-knit family lived
and worked together for a time,

but eventually, Felix built a

Lorenza Lorea Yriarte and Augustin
Yriarte in front of their Ash St. home

the livestock over the winter. In-times John’s
brother;-Patricio-was-born aed Augustin built a
house for the small family on Ash St. and the fam-
ily moved in soon after.

Lorenza could speak only basque, an extremely
difficult Sg=mish dialect, and spoke to her children
in her native tongue. Augustin, who was born in
Los Angeles, spoke both english and basque but
spent much of his time working the fields, with little
opportunity to teach his children english. Since the
city was still sparsely populated, with few neigh-
bors nearby, the children had little opportunity to

interact with the english speaking families in the

7 city.

: When John enrolled in the first

v grade at Laurel Grammar School in

: - 1923, because he Wé}q'l.t thg}o o [
~ speak english, he wisasked fo feave " /<17
: school soon after and learn english

before returning. John still recalls

W.E. Fanning walking up the drive-

way of his family home to bring the

news to his parer}gs. Jc%’hy*le%rged‘n St
english quickly, and was back in the 1 e s
fiest-grade within a few monthsg <o 7
gichine oy hischssmpesand s
excelling-in he'second grade e % ’f/“,'ff b
John, Patricio and Anita walked =7« /7.

. to school from their home on Ash T ‘et
St., even walking home at lunchand ——""
racing back to school afterward in

order to return before the bell rang

home and moved to the property at 127 S. Orange
St.

Although he was born in the house on Orange
St., John lived the early years of his l)"ff %lhe ranch

4 o Fiie e sut
house on Elm St. with ?L%:Qfder sistep,. Anita.

Lorenza took care of the household chores and
raising of the children, while Augustin worked his
area of the ranch, growing oats and hay and even-
tually planting citrus trees. While some of the har-
vest from the ranch went to market, much of what
was grown went (o feed the family, who continued

to live in the ranch house, and into storage to feed

to resume the days lessons.

In the countryside dotted with ranches, farm-
houses and oil derricks, John and his brother and
sister occupied themselves by exploring the fields,
playing in and around the family’s ranch barn (where
swallows nested with mud from nearby creeks),
wading into the creeks to catch tadpoles and frogs
or making Kites to fly from newspaper, old wood
scavenged from oil derrick sites and butcher string
tied together to make the tether.

Next issue:
Changes come to Brea and the Yriarte Family

L T O OSONN NN TN 45T 07 8 bt 7t . o

7 ot s o 4

swrsaee,

T RS

rron

RS PET Y VG

v T




A ‘," 'f'l' g S"--""' D”ﬁ, .y OU-I.D

t Wik Wedg "“ﬂém--il’[‘. g DBfottigey | art lotaling ¢ ¢
:*}'ha'm. . "Hlﬂ;": of?-"ud”.»b LS O, Mooy (Ml::;"‘
o 2 Bray

!mfm;h ity ﬁa'.nf“""%
Lo Vigperion: 5 iy
b Puif et

¥
blaey
gy L ’Hen(“r v‘..,&
Miver




y
N
y54551 %/4475 X

AGrsr N \/a? IARTE

P RR

~e s sl YIRS —‘___CW_ ———

122 PERIAL LY (Cedar _ﬁ}-) ot
: N
= Fecix X
MALY  YRARTE 5 3
: % ‘/ﬁ,q/zfés
X ¥ Ol
N B S N
i
:
N Jire) an y/e 1AL Téi'
N :
\) H 7 5.4 V. e —_
W

SC HOoou

LAavrey




A History of......part one

by Kathy Canon

Anew feature of Historical Happenings,
cusing on an individual or event in the
story of Brea that helped shape the city
“we know it today. Our very first “His-
ryof...” tells the story of John Yriarte and
s family. ‘

John Yriarte and his family have seen and
ved much of the story of Brea. This
oughtful, soft-spoken man was born in
ireaon August 11, 1917, the year of Brea’s
1corporation, at the home of his Uncle Felix
1127 S. Orange.

John's grandfather, Patricio Yriarte, im-

nigrated to the United States from the Left lough! Ytabel Julmn Pascuala, Felix, Ywdmo.Augumn
Basque province of Spain in 1885. After Patricio and Mary Yriarte. Circa 1905

spending a short time in New Orleans fdtgmo ?amz
to California, fmdmg?vorfd at The Baﬂt'mcfmry
Ranch, alocal gathering place for Basques. Before
long, Patricio set out on his own to find his fortune
in what is now the Placentia/Yorba Linda area.
Soon, he sent word to his wife, Pascuala Arresa
Yriarte to join him. By 1905, they had settled and
began to raise a family in Randolph, the small town
that would become Brea.

Patricio began acquiring land to farm oats, bar-

ley and hay. Heé purchased 30 acres of the W.H.
Hole tract and part of the Abel Stearns tract and

soon had 160 acres. Those acres would prove in-
valuable to the city of Brea over the years, eventu-
ally providing the city with one of its first water
wells. The acreage owned by the Yriarte Ranch
encompassed the area from today’s Elm Street,
south to just east of the old Brea City Hall. the
western boundary was todays Imperial Hwy, then
east to Laurel Ave.

As the Yriarte Ranch grew, so did the Yriarte
family. Felix, Augustin, Julian, Ysabel, Mary and
Ysidoro were brought into the world over the span
of about 15 years. Ysidoro, during a trip back to
Spain with the family, became ill and died in his
infancy. The family left Spain shortly after his death

to return to their home in Brea.”

The Yriarte Ranch thrived, providing employ-
ment to local area residents and forming bonds with
other area Basque families such as the Landa’s (the
early ascendents of Sam Landa, owner of “Sam’s
Place”), the Oxandabourne’s and the Bastanchury’s.

The early years of Randolph attracted farmers
and ranchers because of its open space, fertile land
and perfect climate for agriculture. Basque sheep

herders tended flocks in the hills near Ruente Wells.<” 7 /%7

They cursed the “black stuff” that dirtied their cloth-
ing after long days, not realizing that the tar they
cursed was the precursor to the discovery that
would change Randolph forever...the discovery of
oil.

The Yriarte family worked their ranch, the chil-
dren raised by Pascuala and working in the fields
alongside Patricio. Eventually, the Yriarte children
married and started families of their own. Felix
married Celestinaféﬁé started a family; Ysabel mar-
ried Garrett Prendiville and eventually had five chil-
dren; Julian married Inez Dolley of Whittier and
had one child; Mary wed Joe Nichols. [/ 3¢x

Adgustin Yriarte met a young woman on a trip
to Spain. Although they were only 15-years old at

continued, next page




John and his family were living on East Ash St. on April 8, 1926. He
remembers this day, as do. so many oth® reanziﬁgipi day of the huge
oil storage tank fire™&®’what is now Berry stk fa 1s the storm
coming in the night beforey with heavy rain and winds. By dawn, thunder
was rolling across the sky. At approximately 9 a.m., lightning struck at
least one of the storage tanks, setting it ablaze with an explosion loud
and strong enough to blowWRHd door of their East Ash St. home_ open. The
fire raged throughout the day, filling the sky with black smoke and
raining soot and ashes onto the city into the night.[John also recalls
sitting on his back porch on Ash St. with his family, watching the
planes and their death defying manuevers in the Air Shows held at the

Brea Airport (whereg thg Brea ights Sh ing,Center is n located.) '

av Fo dayk T w4 e r@ar}%rd-fnper‘ld./
After completing his elementary education, John attended the old Brea-
Olinda High School, then located on Birch St. He graduated in 1935,

third in his class and is remembered in his yearbook as "...solitary as
an oyster." He was on the school honor roll, participated in track for 3
years ( 3 1 1 ig™)

’
and served asdﬁresident of the schoolls Spanish Club in his @enior year.
When John graduated, there were a total of 49 people in his class,
including Harvey Sweet and Katherine Fanning.

Sadly, 1935 brought tragedy to Agustin and Lorenza Yriarte and their
family. After battling tuberculosis a few years earlier, Anita Yriarte
had contracted the disease again. Conventional treatment at the time was
to collapse the infected lung and then, prolonged rest. After what was
believed to be a full recovery, Anita became ill again shortly after
grammar school, and her remaining Jung became infected. In August 1941,
Anita died, just a month short O{Lher 21st birthday.

After high school, John enrolled in Fullerton Junior College, taking
business courses until 1937. During these years of "The Great
Depression", jobs were hard to find, even in Brea. John worked as a
warehouseman until December 5, 1939, when he went to work for Southern
Counties Gas Company, known today as Southern California Gas, for $100
per month. Shortly after taking this job, John bought his fjrst car, a

1938 Chevy, for $800 from Barton Chevrolet on Brea Blvd. Birch St.,
which see lateﬁ,ﬂ?g e#el Pawlack Tile,Building—that-used—to-be located
neat Birch.

become

Shortly before the outbreak of World War II, John registered for the
draft in Fullerton and was drafted November 12, 1941 and sent to Fort
Crockett, near Galveston, Texas. He served just over four years in the
20th Coastal Artillery thit. This was John's first time out of

California.
\o\'\ en
In December 1945 _,John returned home to Brea from the servicgg?he found

his job waiting Ebr him, where he stayed untié gaf retiremen Ai S} 82. ¢17
During th ars F_—_@o Lorenza Yriarte f a strokd e m’%
of 611%4%8n ‘x‘n%%eg% it o ; Orange : 7 %@? \#Ae (qéngﬂ
J}lekhe returned once more to Brea. In 1983, Agustin Yriarte died at the age

of 94. ~412>

Over the span of John's life here in Brea, he has experienced much. He's

seen Hollywood production companies iﬁﬁiﬁéfﬁgown to shoot movie (LXL//
backgrounds and scenes for stars like yd (Hopalong Cassidy), ane A S a<
Lana Turner in "The Postman Always Rings Twice". When he first started

working for the Gas Co., chzqserviced 50,000 metersfﬁgggn he retired,

they were servicing 600,000f Over the years, groves a orchards were
subject to disease and development and the old Yriarte Ranch eventually




R

turned into much of what is now the city of Brea. Only Ysabel Yriarte's

heirs still own a very small portion of what was the Yriarte Ranch, The
Brea Ranch Center located on Imperial Hwy.

Imperial Hwy, Laurel Ave., Poplar, Elm, Ash, Randolph, Birch Streets,., .
RAames we all know. Streets we all drive. Once part of the Yriarte Ran

ch
Wow, a very large part of Brea's history.

3

The Brea Historical Society would like to thank John Yriarte for sharing
his memories and photographs of Brea and his family.

Do you know someone or have a suggestion for "People..."? Let us know by ——

calling the Brea Historical Society at 714-256-2283 and leaving a
message for Kathy Canon.

~—
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“The Easterly 90 feet of said lot...”

by
Kathy Canon

Lot 13 in Block A Tract #154 was once just
ablock drawn on a map dividing properties in
the City of Brea, but today it is known as Old
City Hall Park. On April 11, 1928, the title-
holders to this tract of land, Brea Post #181
American Legion, represented by H.C.
Yarbrough, Ted Craig and R.H. Stegemen, en-
tered into an agreement with the city to “sell
said property to the City of Brea, for the sum
of $4000 upon the following conditions”.

Among the conditions agreed to were the
“absolute and unconditional right” of Brea Post
#181, American Legion “to use the Easterly 90

drawing by Diann Marsh

The "Easterly 90 feet of said lot..." now known as the Old American
Legion Building.

feet of said lot for Legion purposes”. This included the
right to “have a new building erected on the Easterly 90
feet of said lot” (to replace the original wooden struc-
ture built in 1920) and that the building would be erected
“within a reasonable amount of time”.

On February 4, 1930, Brea Post #181 accepted the
report of their building committee and contracted with
Fullerton builder, P.N. Schmoker to build the Spanish-
style structure presently located at the corner of Elm St.
and Brea Blvd.

In 1934, the Legion Post transferred ownership of the
building to the City of Brea with the provision that it
could be reclaimed at any time during the next 10 years
by paying the city one dollar. Brea Post #181 co.ntinUfad
to occupy the building for many years in conjunction with
the City Police Department.

In 1984, the former American Legion Hall was placed

on the National Register of Historic Places by the U.S.
Dept of the Interior.

Now, in 2001, the “Easterly 90 feet of said lot” be-
gins a new chapter in its history. The proposal recently
put before the City Council by Brea Historical Museum
and Heritage Center Chairman, Don Schweitzer, is the
first step towards a new future for this historic building.

This proposal would give a much needed renovation
to a fine, old building and create the perfect environment
to house the photographs, artifacts and memorabilia en-
trusted to the Brea Historical Society. The Brea Histori-
cal Museum and Heritage Center would provide chil-
dren and adults in Brea, as well as surrounding commu-
nities, with research facilities, interactive historical dis-
plays, meeting and conference facilities and an educa-
tional center to connect our schools to our rich history.

continued on page 6




Colonial Revival Home at 400 S. Madrona

d;awing by Diann Marsh

Caring About History is Important

4

Brian Saul

A visitor today driving along Brea Blvd. through the
new downtown would have a hard time guessing that
our city is 84 years old. Everything is all new and shiny
and very little, if anything, of the old Brea remains. A
few blocks east though, everything is different, at least
for the present. Here is where our past can be seen. Here
is where the old homes tell the story of what Brea once
was, but for how much longer?

Over the last 15 years, scores of houses have been
torn down. Even whole neighborhoods have disappeared
to make way for redevelopment. And why did they have
to go? The answer is simple. The neighborhoods got run
down, most people didn’t care any longer and the area
became ripe for change.

Now the question is, why didn’t people care? That
question is also easy to answer. Many just didn’t appre-
ciate what they had. To most Breans, this area had sim-
ply become “that old neighborhood.”

Every time I go to the Fullerton Library, I pass through
some very special areas of that city. Street after street in
the downtown area is lined by simple, older homes built
about the same time as many of those here in Brea. There
are literally thousands of them, and what’s great about
these neighborhoods is that they have become places
where people want to live, not where they have to live.
Houses are well-cared for, the neighborhoods are clean
and the owners seem to be proud of their areas.

Coming back to Brea, we too have sections in the
downtown area where older homes are well cared for

and where there is pride of ownership. Unfortunately ,
there aren’t many of these places left. Beautiful old crafts-
man bungalows, provincial revival and Mediterranean-
style homes on the 100 and 200 blocks of Flower, Red-
wood, Poplar and Laurel Avenues became run-down over
the years and were replaced by apartment houses and
condo complexes.

There is one area of the city, though, that is still al-
most totally intact and looks in many ways like it did
when the houses lining its streets were built 80 years ago.
I’m speaking of the neighborhood surrounding old City
Hall Park.

In the early years of Brea’s history, this land belonged
to the Union Oil Co. Then on June 8, 1921, it was an-
nounced that Union would sub-divide part of this land
into 62 lots and build homes for its employees. These
homes would be along what is now the 400 block of
Walnut (west side), the 400 block of Madrona (both sides)
and the east side of Sievers.

Described at the time in the local “Brea Star” news-
paper as “one of Brea’s best locations for a beautiful resi-
dential district,” this new tract, continued the “Star”,
“shows the faith the Union Oil Co. has in the future of
the city. It encourages others to make definite plans for
the large city that is bound to develop here in the fu-
ture.”

Construction began soon after the announcement was
made in the paper. Besides the popular craftsman bunga-

continued on page 6
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Masonic Gateway Lodge No. 339 - A Rich History
in Brea

by

Kathy Canon and Jack E. Dotson

The l¥istory (?f Masonry goes back hundreds of years.
N? one is sure !ust when and how it was formed, but a
widely held belief among Masonic scholars is that it de-
veloped in Europe during the Middle Ages from
stonemason’s guilds that built the churches, cathedrals,
castles and battlements that were part of everyday life.

The oldest document making reference to Masons is
the Regius Poem, printed in 1390, This document is
believed to have been a copy of an even earlier work.

Documented history shows that in 1717, four Ma-
sonic Lodges formed the Grand Lodge of England in
London. Masonic Lodges quickly formed
throughout Europe and across the Atlantic
in Colonial America.

Because of their desire to restore the dig-
nity of man, Freemasons promote liberty of
the individual, the right of people to wor-
ship as they choose, the formation of demo-
cratic governments and the importance of
education to empower individuals economi-
cally, intellectually and as citizens.

Many of our America’s founding fathers were Ma-
sons, including Benjamin Franklin, Paul Revere and John
Hancock. George Washington was the Master of his
Lodge even as he served as President (the only to have
done so) and was sworn into office on a Masonic Bible.
That Bible has been used in almost every presidential
inauguration since and is now brought out from the Grand
Lodge in New York only for that purpose.

The symbols on today’s dollar bill related to Masonry.
The all-seeing eye is Masonic symbology and the pyra-
mid denotes America as a spiritual nation with additional
work to do - this is why the capstone is not connected to
the base of the pyramid, symbolizing the unfinished work.

Freemasonry grew rapidly throughout the United
States during the 1800’s and 1900’s. Since government
did not provide social entitlements during the earlier years,
the Masonic tradition of founding orphanages and homes
for the aged and infirm, along with support for free pub-
lic education, became a touchstone for society.

On April 3, 1926 five Master Masons met in the Brown

Moather Lodge of Crange Cousty
& Ceatsry of Masonic Sevvies

building in Brea to discuss the forming of a new Masonic
Lodge. The group included Lester L. Lemmon and
Charles C. Kinsler (serving as chairman and secretary
respectively), J.H. Robinson, Albert Boyd and R. E.
Critchlow. They continued meeting with other Masons
in the area, and their ranks grew rapidly.

As more Masons joined the group, it soon took on
the name of Brea Masonic Club. That club assisted
Deputy Grand Master Will H. Fischer during the Cor-
nerstone and Dedication Ceremony of the “old” Brea-
Olinda High School on October 2, 1926.

The club continued adding members,
meeting at various locations throughout
the city. On November 8, 1926, the club
decided to lease part of the Sewell Build-
ing on Pomona Avenue (now Brea Blvd.)
- alease was signed on December 1, 1926
and their leasehold converted into a Lodge
Room in which they subsequently met for
some twenty-six years.

The Brea Masonic Club evolved into
Citrol Masonic Lodge (for citrus and oil), so named to
avoid confusion with LaBrea Lodge then in existence
near Los Angeles.

Dispensation for Citrol Lodge was granted early in
1926, and was instituted by Henry MacMaster, Inspec-
tor of the 97th Masonic District, on March 4, 1927. Citrol
Lodge grew to more than 200 members and sponsored
affiliated organizations such as Eastern Star, DeMolay,
Job’s Daughters and Rainbow for Girls.

Groundbreaking for the Citrol Masonic Hall at Impe-
rial Hwy and Sycamore took place in April, 1952, and
on March 6, 1954, Frank Harwell, Jr. became the first
Grand Master of California Masons to officially visit
Citrol Lodge when officiated during the Cornerstone and
Dedication Ceremony.

With a cash outlay of “about $4,000” and “all other
work and material donated”, the “Brea Star” newspaper
reported on March 3, 1954 that “The temple will house
alarge lodge hall with a mezzanine, a dining room with a

continued on page 8
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A History of John Yriarte and his Fq

Part One of the History of John
Yriarte and hj

s family was published
in the April issue of Historical Hap-
penings. After immigrating to the
United States from the Basque
Provice of Spain,

John’s 8randpar-
ents, Patricio and Pascuala Yriarte

settled in Breq (then Randolph) in
1905, Soon, Felix, Agustin, Julian,
Ysabel, Mary and Ysidoro were born.
After Ysidoro died in

infancy, the five
Surviving children 8rew to have fami-

lies and farms of their own in Brea.
Agustin Yriarte met and married
Lorenza Lorea and their Jfamily soon
included John, Patricio and Anitq
Yriarte. The Jollowing is Part Tivo of
the History of John Yriarte and his
Family.

John and his family were living on
East Ash St. on April 8, 1926. He
remembers this day, as do so many
other early Breans, as the day of the
huge oil storage tank fire near what
is now Berry St. and Lambert Rd. He
recalls the storm coming in the night
before with heavy rain and winds. By
dawn, thunder was rolling across the
sky. At approximately 9a.m., light-
ning struck at least one of the stor-
age tanks, setting it ablaze with an
explosion loud and strong enough to
blow open the door of their East Ash
St. home. The fire raged throughout
the day, filling the sky with black
smoke and raining soot and ashes
onto the city into the night.

John also recalls sitting on his back
porch on Ash St. with his family,

Part Two

by Kathy Canon

watching the planes and their death
defying manuevers in the Air Shows
held at the Brea Airport (near today’s

intersection of Kramer and Imperial
Hwy).

Patricio, Am'ta an
John Yriarte. Photo circa 1935.

v I right =

After completing his elementary
education, John attended the old
Brea-Olinda High School, then lo-
cated on Birch St. He graduated in
1935, third in his class and is remem-
ber in his yearbook as “...solitary as
an oyster”. He was on the school
honor roll, participated in track for 3
years and served as president of the
schools Spanish Club in his senior
year. When John graduated, there
were a total of 49 people in his class,

mily

including Hary
Katherine Fannin s
Sadly, 1935 brou
Agustinand Lo
family. After
few years ear
contracted the

€Y Sweet and

ght tragedy to
Ienza Yriarte and thejr
battling tubercuogg a
lier, Anita Yriarte had

disease again, Convep.
tional treatment at the time wqg to

collapse the infecteq lung angd then,
prolonged rest. After what as pe.
lieved to be a full Tecovery, Anity
became ill again shortly after gram-
mar school and her Temaining Jung
became infected. Ip August 194],
Anita died, just a month short of her
21st birthday.
After high school, John enrolled
in Fullerton Junior College, taking
business courses until 1937. During
these years of “The Great Depres-
sion”, jobs were hard to find, evenin
Brea. John worked as a warehouse-
man until December 5, 1939, when
he went to work for Southern Coun-
ties Gas Company, known today as
Southern California Gas, for $100 per
month. Shortly after taking this job,
John bought his first car, a 1938
Chevy, for $800 from Barton
Chevrolet on Brea Blvd. at Birch St.,
which later became Pawlack Tile.
Shortly before the outbreak of
World War I1, John registered for the
draft in Fullerton and was drafted
November 12, 1941 and sent to Fort
Crockett, near Galveston, Texas. He
served just over four years in the 20th

continued next page
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Artillery Unit. This was John’s i
stal e !?45 wher} Yohn returnet;r;tot,lnn;i ;)}l;lrgi Ealifomia.

ond his job wailing for him, wpere he stayed until his rreot{n the SCI.'vice, he
puring {hose years, Lorenza Yriarte died of a stroke in lgl;%ment in 1982.
g1, Four years later, John moved to Orange and lived there at the age of
w ;etumed once more to Brea. In 1983, Agustin Yriarte diue[:lzlnlti68 when
94'0\.6[ he span of John’s life here in Brea, he ha i -
i Hollywood production companies cor;1e to tz\zﬁptzrifed s
counds and scenes for stars like William Boyd (Hopalong C(;tsgl:we back-
n “The Postman Always Rings Twice”. When helﬁ)rfs)t;;i ay:;](:
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John Yriarte at his home in
Brea. April, 2001

working for the Gas Co., they ser-
viced 50,000 meters. When he re-
tired, they were servicing 600,000.

Over the years, groves and or-
chards were subject to disease and
development and the old Yriarte
Ranch eventually turned into much
of what is now the City of Brea. Only
Ysabel Yriarte’s heirs still own a very
small portion of what was the Yriarte
Ranch, The Brea Ranch Center lo-
cated on Imperial Hwy.

Imperial HWY., Laurel Avenue,
Poplar, Elm, Ash, Randolph, Birch
Streets...names we all know. Streets
we all drive. Once part of the Yriarte
Ranch, now a very large part of
Brea’s history.

The Brea Historical Society would
like to thank John Yriarte Sfor shar-
ing his memories and photographs
of Brea and his family for this ar-

ticle.

Do you have an interesting topiq

;- know a Brea resident who would
e a perfect subject for a future HisA
orical Happenings article? Let uy
mow by calling the Brea Historical
oclety at 714-256-2283 and leavq
message for Kathy Canon.
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Spring Kling
Fun!

The Brea Historical Society wishes to

nk Jon Lyng and his staff at the Brea
th'aetro for the wonderful job they did to
?clc that our Spring Fl?ng was a success.
without their warm smiles and profession-
alism, our function would not have been
as great a treat as it was for everyone at-
tending. :

We also wish to thank Jack Smith and
the Moodys for the classic car display, Don
schweitzer for handling the emcee micro-
phone, everyone who donated items for
the opportunity drawings and, of course,
Randy Jones. His wit, humor and won-
derful stories of his major league baseball
career made our Spring Fling a grand slam
homerun!

Look for a full re-cap of the Spring
Fling in the June issue of Historical Hap-
penings.

On Sale Now at the Brea Histor
Museum

When you make your next visit to the Brea History Museu.m,
be sure and purchase your copy of the book, Brea: Celebratmg
75 Years, Written by Teresa Hampson, the book is 246 pages of
photographs and recounts of Brea from its early days as a major
oil-production and agricultural center to the early 1990's.

Brea: A Walk in Time is an entertaining 2 hour video, hosfed
by Brea Historical Society Vice President, Brian Saul. Join Bx:lz.m
as he takes you on a tour of Brea's historical landmarks and visits
areas of the city that you didn't know were there.

All proceeds from sales of the book and video go to assist the
Society's preservation efforts in Brea.

8 BREA
o A Wik fx Time

N
TRAZ

Brea: A Walk in Time. A 2 hour Brea: Celebrating 75

video of the early years of Brea. Years. By Teresa
Hosted by Brian Saul Hampson.

$14.95, incl. tax. $28.00, incl. tax.

Volunteers! We Need You!

This is your Historical Society and we always need volunteers on Sat-
urdays between the hours of 11a.m. and 2p.m. to help set up new ex-
hibits, catalog items and research Brea history. If you have the time,
even an hour, join us at the Brea History Museum, 652 S. Brea Blvd.,

_ M Brea, CA 92821 or leave a message for Brian at 714-256-2283. Not a
. (14)529-3295 ~ ||member? Join now and help us preserve the history of Brea.
Marie Do{';'ﬂ;cgifzm Member | aetics, - Membership Application
Uo dDuddi;i > BoardMember IndlYldual ......................................... $ 15.00
yal dading, Hoarg 2ALY Bamily o s niog $ 25.00
o (»'»714) 256-4324 . Sk W s SRS D e $ 50:00
 June Egg- rd Meeting: o )0 PO = e e $100.00
Monday, June 4,2001, 7:00pm Bl L] Business;Patron 2.0 oo $250.00
at the Brea History Museum, 652S. || Name:
. BreaBld. Nl Address:
Offic Location: . lcity: State: Zip:
652 S. Brea Blvd (at the Brea Heights || Phone: Email Address:
M‘cnteﬂ (714)256-2283 || Comments: DECT R
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Masonic History in Brea
continued from page 3

modern kitchen, recreation hall and
two sets of restrooms. The building
will have no indebtedness when com-
pleted”.

Over the years, Citrol Lodge laid
cornerstones for many landmarks in
Brea, including Fanning and Coun-
try Hills Elementary Schools and the
Brea Civic Center. On December 2,
1989, they laid the cornerstone for
the “new” Brea-Olinda High School
on Wildcat Way.

In the 70’s, 80’s and 90’s, mem-
bership in North Orange County
Masonic Lodges began to decline.
Faced with fewer and fewer members
available for serving the principal of-
fices in both Citrol and Fullerton
Lodge, they consolidated as Gateway
Lodge No. 339 on December 1,
1996, now meeting in the Brea Ma-
sonic Hall.

Gateway Lodge No. 339 is among
numerous Masonic organizations in
the United States that contribute to
various charities at the rate of some
$3 million per day. These charities
include Scottish Rite and Shriner’s
hospitals for disabled and handi-
capped children, Masonic Alms for

S
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Brea, CA 92822-9764

the Elderly, children’s homes, retire-
ment and care facilities, eye clinics
and language disorder centers. Their
services are free of charge to those
they serve, made possible through
endowments compiled through the
years by Masonic members and or-
ganizations.

On June 6, 2001, Master Victor
Asfour of Gateway Lodge will
present awards to deserving Brea
Junior High School students during
their U.S. Constitution Observance.
And on June 12, the Lodge will
present scholarships to three excep-
tional Brea-Olinda High School stu-
dents for academic excellence and
community service.

Membership in the Masonic
Lodges of America now exceeds 4
million. Masonry is by far the oldest
and largest brotherhood in the world,
and has compiled a vast, rich history
in Brea and throughout the world.

Special Thanks

to our
Business Patron

Pacific Western
National Bank

located at
275 N. Brea Blvd

<, Brea Historical Society

Many Brea pioneers were members
of the Citrol Lodge, and their adher-
ence to the principal Masonic tenets
of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth
has helped make Brea the thriving
community we know today.

The Brea Historical Society thanks
Past Fullerton Master, Jack E. Dotson
for his time, assistance and contribu-
tion of materials to the Brea History
Museum in researching this article.

Where Are YOU???

Friends! Romans! Members of the
Brea Historical Society!!! WHERE
ARE YOU??

We’ve got two AWESOME new
exhibits at the Brea History Museum
and you haven’t been here yet to ex-
perience them!

I’m not even going to tell you
what they are...you have to come
down and find out. BUT!! I will give
you THREE hints: they’re about Qil
History, Charles C. Kinsler and
BASEBALL...so, what are you wait-
ing for? Is today Thursday between
1la.m. and Ip.m. or Saturday be-
tween 11a.m. and 2p.m.? If it is, then
drop this newsletter and GET

DOWN HERE NOW! We’re
OPEN!!!
Non-Profit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Permit No. 117

Brea, California
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1 president of the United States Whg
today. _ He apparently was in the best
his office this morning, He returned

His: wife returning from- a shopping
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t/bedr om shc}ly after 1 o’clock this
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GEORGE CULLF
SERVICES HELD

) JEH

W. Cullen, a resident of the Brea-
Olinda district more than 14 years,
who dfed Sunday at his home at
Brea, will be buried from the Mc-

S ae O

e

\ulay and Suters Funeral home at
p. m. Wednesday. Brea Masonic
ydge will have charge of. gervices
s the grave at Loma Vista.

'rho decedent was well known !n £

N

{ton; his mother, Mrs. Mary A. Mc- |,

Brea resident dled this Thursday
| morning- at. ;11:30- at the tamily
home at 127 S: Orange Ave, Mr.
| ¥riarte had been conﬂped to his
bed for the past four or flve weeks
suffering with arthritis  and.last
night his conditjon became. worse.

Mr. Yriarte had been-a resident
in the vicinity of Brea since 1900
and had lived in Brea for 20 years,
He is~survived by his wife, four
children, Mary, Joe, Pauline and.
Marguerita; two brothers, August
{ Yriarte of Brea and Julian Yriarte !
‘of Huntington Beach; and-one sis-
ter, Mrs. Prendiville of Long Beach.

Definite. - arrangements_ for -the
_funeral ‘have- not. been announced
but. services will probably be held
from the McAuley and Suters chap-
el in Fullerton Saturday at 2:30'Dp. |

RsSos
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Cobﬁe'f Wm. McKemy

: Dies At Fullerton
el 731733

! &neral services were herd this
Thursday morning from St. Mary’s
tCatholic church in Fullerton for
| Cooper - William -McKemy, 36, who
.died-at his home in Fullerton early
Tuesday-morning following a brief
illness. Burial- followed in a Los
Angeles.- cemetery  with Fulerton
| Post No. 142 of the American Le-
gion,  of ~which: McKemy' was a
member, in charge of the services
at the grave. -

Mc- Kemy was formerly a resi=
dent of Brea, moving to Fullerton
four years ago where he had since
been engaged in the automobile
. business.. He' was a past command- |-
er of Brea Post 181,-of the Ameri-
can Legion, and & membe: 'of Jack
Fisher chapter-of Disahled Ameri-
can Veterans of the World War and
of Anaheim Lodge of Elks. He was
also a membet of St. Mary’s Cath-,
olic church. "~ !
The widow, Mrs.. guerite Mec-
,}rnmv. and two children,- Mary

Olive, 8, and Robert, 7, of Fuller-

o

e ————e

i Kemy of El Paso, Texas, and three
| brothers, Hugh McKemy of Fuller- |
iton and Harry and Charles Mc-;
'Kemy of El Paso, Texas, survive }

S M e

Kenneth E:: McLean

Funeral Tuesday|

]Lod e, Mr. Cullex wssa.membet

.?, =
Geo ew.geg'sr =
mé 2

ﬂx’e Brea-ounda district: for"
past fourtéen years, died’ sudde i
Sunday at Mome. His deatlt nwcx& y
ed hisfamily “and’ many- frt
‘for while he had’ been in delicate.
1 health, his. condition had; not bem
thought to‘be so serious.’ -

¢ At the time of his desﬂl, Mr
Gullen was serving’as Clerk of the
'Board™ of  Trustees of the Brea-
Olinda-Union High Schook District.
He was a candidate to succeed hhn-

self on the Board. 7o
Up to a couple of yem ago mfr

Cullen lived: on’ the C. C. M. O.

lease in Olinda, when-he moved tof

| Brea, continuing in the employ: ‘of

‘that concern. Mr. Cullen camcrrom

{ Logansport, Ind . .-
5 Past. Master ot t.he Brea_'

7

also of Al Malaikalxtempl&af:mc e
Shrine Los Angeles and’ of, thé
Long“Beach Scottish Rite Consist—
[v) -

1 rﬂn. impzasive funeral- ceremony
was held undér. the auspices: of
Citrol Lodge No:. 656 F. & AM. on
. Wednesday _of: this" week ™ ‘at: Mc=

uley and Suters:Funeral ChapeF§ :
D!&ntoerguuz._gms. at Eom&Vl{,t?

Cemetery.  *:

Mr. Cullen s survxvsu vy the
widow, Mrs. Winifred Cullen, three
| daughters, Mrs. Ray’ Sherman’ of
Placentia; Mrs: Katherine Van A’\t» PR
ta of Anaheim, and Mrs. %
Bleninger of Bakersfield,. and. nve
sons, Lawrence Cullen of Brea, Gi}f - --
W. Cullen, jr., of Fullerton, Walter -
Cullen of Olinda, Donald Cullen of :
Brea and William Cullen of, Breai f-—-—— -
- Three sisters, Mrs. ' Minnle' Heff-
“ner and Mrs. Gertmd& Hughes, !
Los ‘Angeles; and’ Mrs:" Louise
Burke, Hollywoo& also surviveZ d;

—'——v;-————ﬂn?rsna

Funeral Semces Held =
F 05452“]“ Res@g:%

everal Brea.people
tuneml-servics'h:esday‘ f

for Mrs. Tom" Eerrﬂ.mi
Brea re.sid'ent, _who - die
home’ in""Saugus " s:mdg."
Homer Ferran; s’ emplo; 'ffed by:‘_q
Union. OiI'“Co." at 'Stearns” Lease.
He lives in Buena Park. 2 ‘“"!‘;ﬁ‘*‘?
Among those Wwho-- Weni\ﬁonx
Brea were- Mrs. "A: B: Bowfe;-
and Mrs. Perry Chansler; ' 6
Moseley and Charles Hood.
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opinion are avail-
h this channel as
classics in llt.eru:ure.
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'Report Progress
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Yriarte umm.mmxmm

c | of Huntington” Beach; and-nnosir z

tu-.nm nendmne ot Long Beach.

from: the McA.n.ley lndgnterschng;

Of Unemployed

n ‘for- the im
tnuan.l havenoqmannﬂunced
ut- but.nrvlcwvdn'ptobahly ‘be held

ber?.A.mnﬂmn,a.noted

w&_@mm his own right and &|

: of. the tnm.l.lty'u Ca.l. 'l'ac.h
kts subject, “Recent. Work
2 c‘Rzys." Dr. M W. Holl-

chief - sponsor - of- this

ingaworth;
mgﬁ'ix%‘nﬂb raige: a. acholamhlp 3

“éﬁno time In the history of the

PER

bem l1aid as they are at the

menf. time when. the world has
tHe’possibilities of moving up to &
higher: type of civilization than

ever;has been known,” he said.
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i have a Séatement ior the next 1ssue (March, 2nd). 3 Prev«

5 presses fot a couple of“ hours beyonc{ the. .regular tlme‘ !

Thursday, March 2nd

for gomg to press, or tﬂl 8 p.,,

accordmgly,

womﬁ.hvo the. foundations. of pro-| Due to. the fact that there is only one papez in Brez,i",

we do not feel it to be fair to sponsor any one or two

of the candidates now filed for the position of High °

School Trustee. But we shall extend to all four candi-
dates the same courtesy of expressing their positions
and aims once each. | Any additional data any candi-

~Jackson had. st%tss!(.@m;vocéb_lv-shatahe !

*|revealed scenes aroun
- |sheritrs office and scez
1 out of the jail which

edbylmtem sl!deti
erated and . upmmn
uheriﬂ R. R. Lu&“

the prisoners m llll
. Jack. Coluns. P

| for today, introduced |
*Dr: Elliott Rawlnn{i
national director from
initiated three. of
Lions into the den
their charges to t

so initiated were
shank, who has

his portion of Lions

“an electronic tube has made the




By RAY KIOADS

BREA — Two of the original
ranch homes, built in the 1600s,
before this area was settled, sull
sland within the city.

In fact, the Yriarte Ranch sull
“ABLS a3 a ranch surrounded by
homes and only two blacks from
the business district. Visitors here
tnd it odd to see the ald home
Wwith a huge barn sitting on a
>e surrounded by oranyes—iight
in the middle of town.

The Hualde Mansion also still
stands in the northeast sectinn
of the city and & owned by k-
erett Reese. >

Actually, the original Yriarte
home was bult at Elm and Ma-

ple Sts., where the eucalyptus
sruve still stands. The ranch in-
<luded all the arca from the P.E.
Railroad on the north to Elm
St on the south and included
what 15 now the high school.
Settled origivally by Patrichio
Yrarte, a Basque, the land was;
divided on his death in 1915 widh|
the hews, Felix, Augustin, Juliun,

Yaabel and Mary. Felix, now a
widower sull lives in the lome,
wow located at Ash and laurel
Sts i the center of an orange
and avocado grove. It is an a
sinall hill and overlooks the en
Ure aity.

The Yriarte family came (rom,
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Spau amd 1iaece 100 New r
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thotisands ol e o as e
Muctt of the tilled laad v
leased, and vven wore Was leue
tor sheep, \iite cad An ol
picture of Fulin ariate shoss 2
yroup harvestiog beans n e
area between La [lubia and Suue
nd Park, an wdicaton of i ha
luige farm.

Yriarte temenibers wiea il
workers began (6 ctile here and
can remembec when the ciy was
incorporated. He s Lefter remem
Lered by olduniers Lete for lis
vacng cars and olher fine vac
automobiles

He recalls un ecarly auto win
a VA engine anh eight spura
plugs that weuld he mm o T
jana, all wrouwl awa and hace
10 Reea vn vne tank ol Lasonne

Yriarte had tour chitdren, v es
of whor are @il g e nas
ason. Put o Whinwr, 3 o,
fohn, in O e ane s daughter,
Juamita, weosanta oa

He attemdea omenrary
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e Fullenon siwe |
Nigh schoui in 1

Today, the ot
sohl except the 12td Lores Wi
iarte v Wide L
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Wi owater
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R azmindars of Early Bren

HUGE RANCH — The

extent of Yriarte farm-
ing is shown in the 1914 photo where beans were

heing harvested in the area of Imperial Highway
and Highway 39 The picture is taken on what
Is now Hwy ‘39 looking toward Buena Park. To

aéws TRIBUNE, Fullerten. C:I)I‘IT
fuesiay  Evening_April 19

the left of the old picture would be the current
location of Standard Oil Research. Felix Yriarte,
tarrow) posed for the picture along with his ranch
hands.




By Brian H. Greene
DSP Start Writer
BREA — A large, rustic red
barn just north of Ash Street
stands as a remembrance of
Brea when it was a horse and
buggy town, just large enough
1o support an existence tor oil
field workers in the canyon.
A marshal reigned over the
township of Brea and La
Habra, and Valencia orange
groves populated much of the
surrounding land near the
barn.

Young John and Pat Yriarte
ran from their house near the
barn through an open field to
Brea Grammar School, now
the junior high school, on Lam-
bert Road. But that barn and 66
years of Brea history are des-
tned to succumb to Brea rede-
velopment.

Five acres of Brea, on which
the barn stands, remain vir-
tually untouched by develop-
ment. The land recently was
sold by the Yriartes to the
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter Day Saints and will be the
future site of the Brea ward

The barn has been somewhat
of a landmark in the city,
standing alone atop a grassy
hill near the heart of down-
town. The land is the last of
what once was a 150-acre piece
of land owned by the Yriartes'
grandfather. After his death
1915, each of the five Yriarte
children received 30 acres ot

T bt
i ani it
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whiere they grew up now .)Itl
on (e reiatuing v .u.l:-’bc"
s\We Bl to sell 1 liul\'\l:“.
your capital auns and 10 n.n 3
Lance tax, they 50t you LO[IH.\E
and guing, " Jobt Yrarte Lljn-
platied ol ihe {mancial dif :
Cultics ul heepiis the prok
Ll“'i‘v.:'n: not sure wt.n:n 1 \\::‘::
built,” Yriarte said of ‘mT l:-(non:
[t unignally stood l'uunldc ot

was moved to Breds
moved within the ety
it now stunds

“My grandtather
rolle!sbby tractor with another
farmer,” Yriarte said. A uncle
said the only real problem n
moving the awkward structuré
was through a ravine which
ran through where Ash Street
now exists

“We never asked questions
about 1t," Yriarte said of the
barn’s history. “Now we're
sorry we didn't” )

The barn has a galvamzcd
steel roof that Ynartes' father
put on the barn when he was 85

 where

moved 1con

years old

“He climbed up this rickety
old ludder that [ sure didn’t
want o 2o ap,” Yrare said.

Ajacent lo the barnisa ranch
Nouse w which buth Pat and
Join row up. Aalmost assureds
ty ot wil oe demolished, he

sl

Anvther remnant from the
Past which remains in running
condition 1s a 1937 Caterpillar
tractor their father purchased
brand new.

"My father used it for
cultivating the weeds and for
work 1n the orange orchards,”
Yriarte said. “Even when he
was 8S years old, he'd crank 1t
up and drive it through the
field.”

The Yriartes' father died in

1983 at the age of 9S.

“It (the tractor) was my
father's favorite toy. He drove
it when he was 93 years old,”
Yriarte said. “He worked on
that tractor when he was in his
90s and I have no intention of

gving 1t up "

He said the tractor will be
stored in a garage at a nearby
house the Yrartes own.

Russell Blewert, the real
estate broker who handled the
sale of the land, said there
might be hope for the barn yet.

“Normally, it would be torn
down,” he said. “But we have

somebody interested in remov-
ing 1. He saild he'd like to

AR Ta i LSy ey o

remove it board by board.”

But the liability situation
with the church must first be
worked out before this task
can begin. Also, a new location
must be found.

Blewett said the intention is
to build a stake center, a large
building, and a large chapel for
5,000 Brea LDS members.

Ross Coles, teaching support
consultant for the church, said,

“The church 1s not going to say
what exactly we're going to do
with it” because of current
building project underway at
the corner of State College
Boulevard and Rolling Hills
Drive. Any building is at least
five years away, Coles said.

But for the meantime, John
and Pat finish cleaning out the
barn and house of all their
personal belongings on the
property. They have unul Feb.
11 to be completely off the
property.

All the horses, chickens, rab-
bits and cows have vanished
from the territory along with a
life-style of living off the land.
The only thing that remains as
a reminder of that way of life
1s the big red barn on the hill.
But soon, this'could be only a
memory as well.




