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Judge Spence Says Jushce, Not
Vengeance, is Rule of His Court

Judge Haleey 1. Spence, dismiszed as city recorder last night
on a three-to-two vote by Fullerton city councll, today stated his
poeition s having “‘endeavoreg to deal out justice instead of
vengeance” and sald that he had no apologles td offér for the
conduct of hie office. Judge Spence sald!

*“I have applied the laws to the best of my knowledge and
abillty and have no apologles to offer for ths conduct of my
office, which 1 belleve has bten entirely satisfactory to the ma-
jority of Fullerton citizens, The only ctiticisms iy ofti¢e has
received have been from certain rhembers of the ¢ity cotinefl, who
seem to assume that they are the judges of both_ the law and the
facte In cases coming before my court.

“T have endeavored ta d®al out justice fhstend ‘of .wengeanée
and to regard all laws &2 of équal importance. 'I havl levied
fines ang dealt out puniehmént In accord with preéent conditions,
considering both the welfare of the accused and thelr dependents;
as well ne tha economic lhterest of the city. Thus far I have
been given no reatons for the action of the counell majorlty tmd
have had no opportunity to answer any charges of crltlcisms
of my office.”

FREDKOESEL
‘SUCCUMBS TO
HOLDUP SHOT

Search for Murderers
Intensified

|GIVE TRANSFUSION

ANAHEIM—Wlth the dedth al

12:40 p. m. today in Anahbifas
sanitarlum of Fred Koesel ~5mm.
mayor of Anaheim, the search' 45
his now murderers was’ intensl-
fled although so far futile. 7 1\~
Mayor Koesel was shot by one. ,,.‘ 1
of two bandits who held- hlﬂl’ﬁﬁ%, ko8
in Brea Canyoh Monday évenifig, 4
A blood ' transfusion was*ﬂét‘-, Ud
formed last night but failed’to, q, 5
save his life. The mayot showédi A~
improvement yesterday bub - tHis L
morning his condition £urned
worse. He was unconsclous mo!'
than half an hour heioro deat,h.
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A Mexican arrested
lerton with a revolver in his BoE
gessfon s belng held ih ‘the (:olmllt1
ty jall on & charge of cartylfg & i
concealed weapon but s not agri-
ously regarded as a euspcct ln
the mayor's case.

Los Angeles'county’ Blﬂc‘éﬂl&' i
are dlrecting the investigation .=
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with the Orange county sherl!t‘sw,.‘ H
offlece co-operating, Mayor Koe-"';
sel's hold-up, according to his )
own estimate, occurred in 'Los ]
Angeles county. The two band- ¥
itg, one described as wenrli\g a.'f 3
mask, “flagged” him In Breh ean< "’y !
yon and after recelving his wald' ', ,’
let, one of them fired & revolver
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poritiod A NAVING “enneavoreq t0 GPAl OUL Justice neieau vl
vengeance' nAd sald that he had no apologles to offer for the
conduct of his office, Judgs Spence rald!

“I have applled the Jaws to the best bf my knowledge and
ablllty and have thd apologlés to oitet fof tha condect of my
offlee, which T belleve haa bten ehiirely aatiatAeiors to the ma-
jority of Fullerlon cilizens, The only cktiélsma My oftiée 'has
recolved have been from certnin membets of the éity coithefl, who
roem to astkume that they are the judges of both_the law and the
facte In cates coming hefore my eourt.

“1 have ehdeavored to deal out justice lhnload of .vengeance
and to regard all lawa a8 of équal Importance, T have levled
finee ang dealt ont puniehmént In accord with present conditiona,
coneldering both the welfare of the aceused and thelr dependents,;
as woll na the economie Intereat ot the clty, Thus far I have
bheen glven no reatons for the action of the councll majorily and

have had no opportunity (o answer any charges or criticlsms
of my offlce.”
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Search for Murderers
Intensified ': :4
GIVE “TRANSFUSION

ANAHFIM—\\I!h the death. a!/{
12:40 p. m. today In Anshéitn’, 4y
sanitarlum of Fred Koesel, 55.»'.‘
mayor of Anahelm, the search for
lhln now murderers was Intensl-
fled although so far futlle.

Mayor Koesel was shot by one .
of two bandits who held him up /i A
fn Brea Canyon Monday evéning. ' 'I
|A hlood tranafusion was per- ,A.
formed fast night but falled to ’
save his Iife. The mayor showed
improvement * yesterday but £nes
morning hie conditfon turned
worse. FHe was uncongcloug more/
than halt an hour before death
came, { »
A Mexlean arrested near F’ulw ¥
lerton with a revolver In his pos-
gesslon {s helng held 1h the eoun=< %
ty jall on a charge of carrylng 4 '/
concealed weapon but Is not aeri-
ously regarded as A euﬂpcct in ~
the mayor's case. KL
Los Angeles county officérs
are dlrecting the investigation -
with the Orange courity sheriff’s ,:
offlce co-operating, Mayor Koe- |
sel’'s hold-up, according to his /
own estimate, occurred in 'Los
Angeles county. The t¥o band-
1te, one descrlbed as wearing 2
mask, “flagged” him in Brea can- [,
yon and after receiving his wal+ y
let, one of them fired & revolver -
shot into his left slde as he sat *
in his coupe. He then drove to
the home of Dr. George Paigs'in )
Anahelm, de’plte his deweru&
wound.

_The robbets obtalded about $3$ .
1n the hold-up. He had gone to
Pomona on & business trlp and
was returning home at the thno"-
of the robbery. %

Arrangements for the lnquesﬁ
were belng made’ this afternoon _;"
by Coroner Earl Abbey. Tha':
body Is at' Bdcks, Terry and
Campbell funeral parlors in Ana- /'
heim but funeral arrangembnu
had not yet ben made. P

Mayor Koésel was a natlve o!.,
Richardton, N, D. He was coun— \
ty commissioner of Stark county. A
N. D, a posluon comvarahle to '
county superv‘lsor in Calﬂornla.
for three tefms. ~ _ %

He.came to Anhhelm 21 years
‘Ao lna eutered tHe ' real estate"
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|director and mahager of the An&-\ Vi
helm Bulldlng and. Loan uuocla-' .
[lou YA ,.4~r 4 4

| Koesel, wﬁ‘hbpoldted ts um'
tity eounoll t 1l an unexpired
term 1n 1028, Hé was elected to
suceeed himself 1n 1930 for a four-
year ‘term and {n  April ot this ¢
yoar he was élected | mayor . for
btHe dotified] ofe sk 80 LA i %)
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had prefaced his demand for mon- have had no opportunity to answer any charges or criticlsms | fled although 4
ey with a revolver held against of my offlce.” : Mayor Koes
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came,
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® At the left is the first Brea Canyon Oil Company office building. It is still standing today

HE FAMILIAR thread of pavement
weaving through Brea Canyon has
long since covered the dusty cattle trail
once followed by the princely Don Ber-
nardo Yorba little. more than a century
ago. Oil derricks grow forest-like along
canvon walls which once echoed the
sounds of ox-drawn carretas squeaking
rhvthmically beneath their loads of brea.
Processions of such carretas were not
uncommon, for brea—or asphaltum as
we know it—was plentiful in the caayon
and a handy material for roofing adobes
as well as for fuel. Don Bernardo was
happy to use it on his magnificent two-
storied hacienda San Antonio at the mouth
of Santa Ana Canyon. Vaguely aware that
these deposits of brea indicated larger
pools of petroleum lying just beneath the
surface. Don Bernardo and his con-
temporaries were unconcerned with ex-
ploiting “black gold™ for it had little
commercial worth.
ardly a score of yvears had passed
after Don Bernardo's last trip into the
canyon when petroleum was discovered
in Pennsylvania and it began to be used
in the form of coal oil.

Led by Major Max Strobel, one of the
most ambitious European immigrants to
set foot in southern California, a small
group of energetic men began digging a
hole above one of the petroleum outcrop-
pings in Brea Canyon. The derrick con-
cisted of a long pole with one end cecured
in a pile of heavy boulders and a fulcrum
at a calculated distance from the buried

22

By Raymond M. Holt

end. Two ropes trailed from the upper
end of the pole. To one of these a heavy
piece of tapered iron was attached and
weighted. The other rope was tied in a
series of knots and loops to provide foot
and hand holds. Actual operation was as
simple as it was primitive: a2 crew of
men alternately pulled and released the
knotted rope causing the pole to bob up
and down and thereby plunge the piece
of iron into the ground. \Water was occa-
sionally pouared into the hole. then bailed
out and the accumulated rock and dirt
removed. It was hard work and monoto-
nous. As the bit buried itself desper and
deeper into the earth the rope was gradu-
ally lengthened. After the hole had reached
a depth of a few hundred feet the rope
stretched too much to pull the bit from
the bottom. When theyv had reached this
limit without striking oil. Major Strobel
and his men were forced to give up.
Ironically, flowing wells and small gushers
were found two or three decades later
within a few feet of their dry hole.
Other petroleum prospectors tried driv-
ing tunnels beneath the seepages. but
failed to tap more than a small trickle of
oil which flowed through the shaft and
collected at the mouth of the tunnel.
These endeavors were short lived and the
canyon again lapsed into pastoral silence
The boom of the eighties and expansion
of commerce to the West Coast made in-

creasing 2mounts of fuel oil necessan

The real break came when Edward L
Doheny persuaded the Santa Fe Railwa-
to convert its locomotives from expensit

coal to cheap oil. Almost immediatei:
thousands of oil companies sprang up 2!
over the state. Meanwhile, Santa Fe de
cided to drill its own wells and purchasec
zlong with the Union Oil Company. thou
sands of acres of land along the southeri:
slopes of the Puente hills. from Bre
Canyon to Santa Ana Canyon. Dohem
himself. purchased some 200 acres at th
mouth of Brea Canyon where. only a !
century before, Don Bernardo had ex
tracted his roofing materials. In 1893 th
Brea Canyon Oil Company was forme:
and Doheny sold out his interest. By th
end of the first vear of production, 12.7¢
barrels had been shipped from the Bre
Canyon fields. Five years later Brea Can
yon oil wells were producing more tha:
a half milion barrels a year.

In the decade following the turn of the
century scores of new wells were drilled
New depths were reached and in 1ol
black oil belched from Hall Well No. 14
the field’s first real gusher. For severa
days the oil roared into the air witl
prodigious quantities of gas. It was esti
mated that 20.000 gallons of oil a da:
were flowing down the side of the hil
from the well before it was finally brough
under cortrol. To the west the Birch Oi
Company brought in its No. 5 at the ratd
of >.600 barrels a day—3.000,00a barre!
in five years.

WESTWAYS, December, 196!




* This photogreph of the Brea Conyon field wos token cbout 1918, Note the old wooden derricks

At first the crude oil was collected in
s<ervoirs near the mouth of Brea Canyon
» await shipment. Small refineries in Los
.nzeles and Chino took a portion of the
ciput, but the bulk was either shipped
+ rail. or piped directly to the harbor
t San Pedro where barges were loaded
=ith crude oil for the refineries in San
“rancisco. With the increase in production
=d the development of a larger local
—=rket, both the Brea Canyon Oil Com-

pany and the Birch Oil Company estab-
lished refineries near the mouth of the
canyon close to the site of the present
Brea Canyon refinery. Almost simul-
taneously the Union Oil Company de-
veloped the enormous Steward Tank Farm
and Refinery southwest of the canyon. the
largest in the area for many years.
Meanwhile. drilling had spread eastward
along the fault line for several miles and
the Union Oil Company and the Santa Fe

hit pay dirt in an extension of the Brea
field which they called Olinda. Here a
emall settlement of workers was housed
in a sort of crude lahor camp. but it was
only a question of time hefore a new town
would be horn

On October 13. 1903, the Ontario In-
vestment Company opened a small sub-
division on a mesa a mile south of the
Brea Canyon oil fields. This embryonic

~
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® The field’s first well is still producing,
though the old wooden rig has been replaced

town was called “Randolph,” after the
school district of which it was a part. Not
until the Pacific Electric completed its
line into the area two years later did
people begin to buy lots. In 1911 the
town changed its name to Brea. Rough
frame buildings and modest homes were
erected. The main dirt road received an
oil surface from the plentiful supply close
at hand.

A grammar school site was purchased
just north of town to replace the Ran-
dolph school in Brea Canyon and the
Union Oil Company took over the old
school buildings for field offices.

As traffic between Brea and the Brea
Canyon oil fields increased. an improved
road was necessary. Orange County paved
the road in 1916 and planted a long row
of pepper trees on either side—the same
pepper trees that extend lacy branches
above the roadway today.

Brea Canyon has earned its reputation
as a source for high quality crude oil
and consistent production. The Brea-
Olinda field ranks tenth today in current
production in California and twelfth in
the total oil produced since its opening
sixty-six years ago,

The hundreds of oil derricks which
scale the walls of the canyon would amaze
Don Bernardo Yorba as much as his
creaking carretas would astonish us.

® Pepper trees, plonted a half century ogo,
line the road between the oil fields ond Brea
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Hardly a score of years had passed
after Don Bernardo’s last trip into the
canyon when petroleum was discovered
in P'ennsylvania and it began to be used
in the form of coal oil

Led by Major Max Strobel, one of the
maost ambitious European immigrants to
set foot in southern California, a small
group of encrgetic men began digging a
hole above one of the petroleum outcrop-
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© At the left is the first Brea Canyon Oil Company office building. It
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end. Two ropes trailed from the upper
end of the pole. To one of these a heavy
piece of tapered iron was attached and
weighted. The other rope was tied in a
series of knots and loops to provide foot
and hand holds. Actual operation was as
simple as it was primitive: a crew of
men alternately pulled and released the
tted rope causing the pole to bob up
y thereby plunge the piece
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a depth of a few hundred fee
stretched too much to pull the bit from
the bottom. When they had reached this
limit without striking oil. Major Strobel
and his men were forced to give up.
TIronically. fowing wells and small gushers
vere found two or three decades later
within a few feet of their dry hole
Other petroleum prospectors tried driv-
ing tunncls beneath the but
failed to tap more than a small trickle of
oil which flowed through the shaft and
collected at the mouth of the tunnel
These endeavors were short lived and the
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canyon again lapsed into pastoral silence.
The boom of the eighties and expansion
of commerce to the West Coast made in-
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creasing amounts of fuel oil necessary.
The real break came when Edward L.
Doheny persuaded the Santa Fe Railway
to convert its locomotives from expensive
coal to cheap oil. Almost immediately
thousands of oil companies sprang up all
over the state. Meanwhile, Santa Fe de-
cided to drill its own wells and purchased,
along with the Union Oil Company. thou-
sands of acres of land along the southerly
slopes of the Puente hills, from Brea
Canyon to Santa Ana Canyon. Doheny,
himself. purchased some 200 acres at the
mouth of Brea Canyon where. only a half
century before, Don Bernardo had ex-

gacted his roofing materials. In 1893 the
b Company was formed
i lterest, DBy the

y
a half million e
In the decade following THe
century scores of new wells were &
New depths were reached and in 1906
black oil belched from Hall Well No. 14,
the field's first real gusher. For several
days the oil roared into the air with
prodigious quantities of gas, 1L was esti-
mated that 20.0c0 gallons of oil a day
were flowing down the side of the hill
from the well before it was finally brought
under control, To the west the Birch Oil
Company brought in its No. 5 at the rate
of 2,600 barrels a day—3,000,000 barrels
in five years,

WESTWAYS, December, 1961



® This phetograph of the Brea Canyen field was taken about 1918. Note the old wooden derricks
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Brea  Canyon refinery.  Almost  simul-
tancously the Union Oil Company de-
veloped the enormous Steward ‘Tank Farm
and Refinery southwest of the canyon. the
largest in the arca for many years,
Mcanwhile. drilling had spread castward
along the fault line for several miles and
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town called “Randolph.” after the
school distrnict of which it was a part. Not
until the Pacific Electric completed its
line into the arca two later did
people begin to buy lots. In 1911 the
town changed its name to DBrea Rough
homes were

was

years

frame buildings and maodest
erected. The main dirt road received an
oil surface from the plentiful supply close
at hand

A grammar school site was purchased
just north of town to replace the Ran-
dolph school in Brea Canyon and the
Union Oil Company took over the old
school buildings for field offices.

As traffic between Brea and the Brea
Canyon oil fields increased, an improved
road was necessary. Orange County paved
the road in 1916 and planted a long row
of pepper trees on either side—the same
pepper trees that extend lacy branches
above the roadway today

Brea Canyon has earned its reputation
as a source for high quality crude oil
and consistent production. The Brea-
Olinda field ranks tenth today in current
production in California and twelfth in
the total oil produced since its opening
SIXLy-six years ago.

The hundreds of oil derricks  which
scale the walls of the canyon would amaze
Don Bernardo Yorba as much as his
creaking carretas would astonish us.

® Popper ftrees, planted a half century ago,
line the road between the cil fielcs and Brea
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History Of The Gabrielino/Tongva Nation

By Martin Alcala, Member,

Gabrielino/Tongva Nation: Gabriclino/Tongva tribal territory extends from the Santa Susana
mountains on the north to Aliso Creek on the south, and from the Mohave desert on the east to

» the Pacific Ocean to the west. This area encompasses the entire Los Angeles basin and parts of Orange
County. The Channel Islands of Santa Catalina, San Clemente, San Nicholas and Santa Barbara are also
part of Gabrielino/Tongva territory.

Originally a coastal people, the Tongvaor "People of the Earth", were displaced by the Spanish and
driven as far inland as the San Bemnardino mountains. "Gabrielino" is the Spanish name given to the

Tongva people after San Gabriel Mission, hence GaBnelmo MlSSlOﬂ Indlans

Long before the Spanish had ever set foot upon these Pacific shores, the Tongva Nation already had a
= major civilization in place. They had a working government, laws, religion, music, dance, art, cultural
exchange and a monetary system.

Because of the vast distances of their land, each village had it's own separate chief. All these village
chiefs reported directly to one main chief.

The main chief was responsible for the welfare of all the Tongva people. He also had the final word in
any inter-tribal dispute. His number one responsibility was being keeper of the "sacred bundle." Other
responsibilities included representing the Tongva Nation in times of war, keeping the peace and
enforcing tribal law by passing judgment on tribal members.

The Tongva people were not warriors at heart, although they did occasionally fight neighboring tribes
over some personal transgression or insult. Basically, they were hunter-gatherers who existed on nuts,
berries, sage, seafood and small game. From time to time, the tribal hunters would kill a large animal
such as a bear or a deer, but mainly they stuck to acorn gathenng and smaller animals such as r. rabbits,

foxes, rats, and sea otters -

At one time, The Tongva Nation was considered one of the most generous, friendly, and prosperous
Indian tribes of California. With their knowledge of the plank canoe, they were able to paddle to Santa
Catalina and other islands. Here, they would remove large deposits of steatite or soapstone, an
extremely malleable metal. From this metal they would create cooking vessels, bowls, plates, utensils,

and jewelry.

When the Tongva people first spotted the Spanish sailing offshore in their Galleons, they paddled out to
these ships bearing welcoming gifts of nuts, berries, sage and seafood. This act of kindness by the
Tongva people was taken as a sign of weakness by the Spanish, who almost immediately enslaved

them.
This was the beginning of a long period of suffering and oppression which continues to this very day.
It was also the beginning of the end to Tongva life as they knew it.

. Among the Gabrielino/Tongva people today, there is a saying. '"We were friendly, all right.
— Friendly to the point of extinction!" Before the Spanish, the Tongva population was approaching

http://www.webarchives.net/history_of the_ gabrielino.htm 12/18/02
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200,000 people

By the mid-1700,s, that total had dwindled down to 70,000 an by the late 1800,s only 6,000 Tongvas
remained

But, as another tribal saying goes, "We have always been here, we are still here, and we will always be
here."

By Martin Alcala: Tongvachief@webtv.net

http://www.webarchives.net/history of the gabrielino.htm 12/18/02
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Indian homes were simple but comfortable. Each
member of the family helped with the work that
needed to be done. An opening in the roof of the
house allows smoke from the cooking fire to

escape.

They had no written language. The
Indians made fire by rubbing hard
wood against soft wood until sparks
came. They then used the sparks to
start dry leaves or grass burning.
Indian houses differed from
region to region. The Indians of the
northwest split tree trunks into
planks and made sturdy, permanent
homes. The Indians of the coastal
regions used branches and animal
skins to build tents. The Indians of
the Central Valley used tule grass to
cover their houses. Desert Indians
built huts made of earth because
there were few trees. Whatever the
material, Indians’ homes were

36

simple. They had almost no furni-
ture. The people lived most of their
lives outdoors. They did not need
fancy homes.

Indians also did not need much
clothing. Most of the year, in fact,
when the weather was warm, Indian
men and boys wore nothing at all.
The women and girls wore only a
simple skirt, made of grass or animal
hides. In winter, they wrapped
themselves in animal furs, which
they stitched together with leather
strips. Sometimes, shoes made of
pounded tree bark were worn. Many
California Indians decorated their
bodies with colorful designs. They
used earth or the juice from crushed
tree bark or berries to paint their
chests and faces. Coast Indians
decorated themselves with necklaces
made from shells.

THE FAMILY AND THE VILLAGE

The Indians in each village lived
together as families. A large village
could have as many as 30 families.
When a man wanted a woman to be
his wife, he gave the woman’s family
a valuable gift. He gave this gift
because the woman’s family was
losing a valuable worker. A man
could have more than one wife—if
he had enough gifts to give. No one
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INTRODUCTION

“.v @ beautiful valley of many leagues of good land." with innum-
berable "Castillian roscbushes, loaded with roses ”

--Father Juan Crespi

Describing La Habia Valley in his diary

of the Portola [ ~|:ondilionlol 1769

".. La llabra Valley as a place never played a major role in the carly
historical development of California, but it has been a witness to the
passing parade of significant historical persons andd events."

—Esther Cramer, author
In "LA HABRA/The Pass Through the Hills®, 1969

Most of this album’s content has been taken [romn newspapers serving the
community, which only seems proper since this publication cclebrates the
75th anniversary of the news publications serving the La Habra Valley.

But the fact is, much history predated the newspapers. This introduction
will attempt to bring you up to speed on the years preceding the late
1800s/early 1900s — the storied times of primitive Indians, Spanish explorers,
historic missions and colorful ranchos.

As Esther Cramer said in her book on La Habra history, the valley may not
have played a "major role" in development, but it certainly was witness to
"significant historical persons and events."

Visitors From the West

As an example, Mrs. Cramer noles that when Governor Gaspar de Portold
led his expedition (searching for the Bay of Monterey) through the valley on
July 30, 1769, his group of 63 men included "two future governors and the
grandfather of another, the discoverer of San Francisco Bay and the future
commander of Monterey" (Lt. Pedro Fages, Governor from 1782-91; Capt.
Rivera Y Moncado, successor to Fages; Juan Bautista Alvarado, grandfather
of Gov. Juan B. Alvarado; Sgt. José Francisco Ortega, discoverer of San
Francisco Bay).

And, there was also a soldier named José Antonio Yorba, a young corporal
of the Royal Cataldn volunteers, who was obviously impressed with what he
saw. He would later lay claim to lands that were destined to be the social
and economic hub of what was to become Orange County.




The Land Grant Ranchos

The role of the missions as an economic and cultural force is inindelibly writ -
ten in California history, the forerunner of all that was to follow. But fol-
lowing close behind, were the Land Grant Ranchos.

Inreviewing the rancho era, a clear distinction must be made between grants
made by Spain and those made by Mexico. The Spanish were very frugal in
their dispensation of land grants, only issuing some 20 to 30 during the Mis-
sion Period. Mexico’s California governors, on the other hand, authorized
nearly 800.

Probably the first grant involving what are Orange County lands occurred
close by the La Habra Valley. In 1784, Governor Fages (remember him?)
granted Jos¢é Nieto a vast tract of approximately 300,000 acicas which in-
cluded about half of Orange County and considerable land in what is now
Los Angeles County. These lands, lying southwest of the valley (from [l
Camino Real to the ocean), eventually were divided —by Mexican order at
the request of Nieto heirs in 1834 —into five large Ranchos: 1.0s Coyoles,
Los Cerritos, Santa Gertrudes, Los Alamitos and Las Bolsas.

Another large Spanish grant, this consisting of lands entircly in Orange
County, was made in 1810 to the little corporal of Portol4’s expedition, José
Antonio Yorba (and his nephew, Juan Pablo Peralta). Rancho Santiago de
Santa Ana consisted of 62,500 acres southeast of the La Habra Valley was
divided from the Nieto grant by the Santa Ana River for much of its acreage
which extended from the mountains to the ocean.

The Mexican Grants

The First Americans
Jedediah Stone Smith

James Ohio Pattie
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& The Portold party, representing the area’s lirst contact with Western civiliza-
tion, made camp at a rancheria (a clustering of wickiups housing blood-re-
lated relatives which usually numbered 25 (o 100 persons) near the mouth
of Brea Canyon, "The Indians invited them to join a celebration the Indians
were giving for neighbors,

T R

4 Portold diarists described the 70 Indian residents of the rancheria as "friend-
ly heathens™ and the group apprently enjoyed their stay. (Therancheria was
called "Los Qjitos" ((little eyes)) by Engincer Miquel Constand because of
small springs arising there and "Santa Marta" by Iather Crespi, whose policy
it was to name places for the Saint’s Day when they made camp)

#" The mass celebrated by Father Crespi at this camp was the [irst Western
religious service in the La Iabra Valley.

The Early Inhabitants

Mrs. Cramer tells us that early Indian inhabitants of the vallcy were mem-
bers of the Tongva tribe, who resided in an arcastretching from Tujunga cast
to San Bernardino and south to Aliso Creek in Orange County. The Tongvas
were members of family known as Shoshoneans (relatives to the Shoshone
in Nevada) who, in turn, belonged to the super-family known as Uto-Az-
tecan (From the Ute of Utah to the Aztecs of Central Mexico. including the
Commanches of Texas.

Local Indians were later to be known as Gabriclinos, named for the San
Gabriel Mission which held control over the lands of the La I'Habra Valley
(and much more) from 1771 to 1839.

These Indians apparently were a peaceful group, aroused only by matters of
honor or by invasion of turf, but there is some historical disparity regarding
their cultural status and living conditions.

J.M. Guinn says in his 1902 "Historical and Biographical Record of Southern
California", that they were "among the most degraded specimens of North
American Indians." But Zoeth S. Eldredge’s "IHistory of California", 1915,
reports that, although primitive, they were not "digger" Indians. Rather,
Eldredge says, this was a contemptuous term given them by the early moun-
tain men and later by those who found them in a degraded state.

The La Habra Star, on Nov. 30, 1916, printed an early area history in which
Mrs. W.J. Hole, wife of the pioneer rancher and developer, told those as-
sembled at the La Habra Woman’s Improvement Association Old Settlers
Picnic in October, 1899, "We learn from the Franciscan Fathers who estab-
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lished the San Gabriel Missionin 1772, that the Indians they found here were
of a very low type known to us as the digger Indians."

Although Mission San Gabriel prospered, becoming one of the wealthiest
of all the missions, the Gabrielinos did not. ubert Howe Bancroft wrote in
"California Pastoral", 1888, (hat "It was a scurvy trick for civilization to bring
its pestilence and foul discase to scatter among these simple savages.” Mrs.
Cramer said epidemics and vencreal diseases took a heavy toll, and a meas-
les epidemic in 1825 followed by a smallpox in 1826-27 "dissipated much of
the remaining Gabrielino population.”

The Mission Lifle

For nearly 70 years the valley domain was controlled by the padres of the
SanGabricl Mission acting on behalf of the Spanish government. Inall, there
were 21 missions (San Gabriel Arcdngel was fourth in the string) stretching
from San Diego to Sonoma, each a day’s ride from the other along a trail
known as Camino Viejo (Old Road) or, more commonly in this area, as El
Camino Real (variously translated as The Real Road, The True Road or The
Main Strecet).

The route through the valley approximately traced that taken by the Portold
expedition onits return in January, 1770, when they went around the Puente
Hills rather than across them and entered the valley from (he west. As it
angled through the arca, it was, according to Mrs. Cramer, "... little more
than a dirt path through the grass, (but it) carried the most improtant per-
sons in early California history."

An ailing Father Junipero Serra had sent I'ather Crespi with the Portold
group for the expressed purposc of locating suitable mission sites. Follow-
ing a pattern established in South America and Mexico, the Spanish in-
tended to Christianize the Indians and gain their support for the King’s
cause. Itwas then planned to turnthe lands back to these new Indian citizens
and have the settlements become pueblos of the Spanish Crown.

This plan never evolved, partially because ol unrest in at home which kept
the Spanish government from following through on the plan. With the
proclaiming of the Republic of Mexico in 1822, the missions passed from
Spanish to Mexican hands. Shortly thereafter, a movement began to return
the mission lands to the public domain, a movement culminating in the
Secularization Act of 1833 which resulted in the end of the mission system
as it was known and the casting of many of the native Gabrielinos into pover-
ty. A plan designed to help Indians had brought an opposite reaction.




Courtesy Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County

Courtesy Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County
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Typical Indian village.

Indian round house.




