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Oral History Questions for
Willa Jean (Billie) Russell Bowland & Gerald Bowland

1. When and where were you born?

How long have you lived in Brea!

3. Were other family members already living in Brea?

a. Who were they?

b. When did they arrive in Brea!

¢. Tell us about Russell Jewelers.
4. What about you Jerry, when and where were you born!
5. How long have you lived in Brea?

6. Were other family members already living in Brea?

Billie, Brea was incorporated in 1917 so you grew up in a relatively young town; tell us about it.
a. What did it look like?
b. What were the most prominent features of the town?

¢.  What about traffic?

8. How did the Great Depression impact your family?
a. Did your family ever speak about how the city pulled together during that time?
b. Did your mother have any special “Depression Era” recipes?

9. Do vou remember any natural disasters or severe weather conditions growing up’

. You would have been 3 on March 10'1933 when a 6.4 earthquake struck off-shore Long Beach.
What do you know about that event!
10. What was it like in Brea during WWII?
a. Did you have a “Victory Garden?”
b. How did you prepare for air raids’
c. Were you part of the air watch group!
d. Did the community work together?
e. Did the war impact your older brothers and sisters differently?
11. Who was your best friend?
a. Where did she live?
b. Was your friendship based on proximity or common interests?
¢.  Whar was a typical summer day like growing up!
d. What were the major sources of entertainment?
12. What school did you attend?
a. Were you a good student? Did you like school?
b. Jerry!
¢. Were you involved in extracurricular activities?
d. Tell us about high school
13. When did you and Jerry meet?
2. When did you begin dating?
b. Were there other boyfriends/girlfriends before?

¢.  What made you certain he/she was “the one?”




14

15

16

17

y

18

19

d. What did vou do immediately after graduation? Billie? Jerry!
e.  When did you get married?
f.  What was carly married life like?
g.  Where did you live!
What was it like raising a family in Brea?
a. How many children do you have!
bh. Do any still live in Brea?
What kind of careers did you both have!
Where did you work!
a. TFor how long?
b. What carcer came next!
From the Navy to Chicksan, to Brea Junior High; tell us about that journey.
a. How did you complete your degree!
b. Did you want to teach in Brea?
c. How long did you teach?
d. What accomplishments are you most proud of during your career?
When did you retire?

How do vou fill vour days now!
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA

1PLACE OF BIRTH. Dist. No._
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